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PREFACE. 


The  preparation  of  the  following  pages  has  been  no  holiday  task 
on  the  part  of  the  author.  Only  such  in*egular  intervals  as  could  be 
snatched  from  the  requirements  of  an  unusually  arduous  practice 
could  be  devoted  to  the  purpose.  Hence  there  has  ensued  an  in- 
eqimlity  in  composition  of  which  the  writer  is  sensibly  cognizant. 
Some  subjects  have  had  to  be  discussed  in  a  manner  leather  different 
from  that  originally  contemplated,  and  the  context  of  numerous  refer- 
ences, toilsomely  collected  for  their  elucidation,  has  remained  unin- 
corporated. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  hospital  and  dispensary  patients,  seen 
from  time  to  time  at  the  request  of  his  professional  friends,  the 
author^s  entire  experience  has  been  confined  to  his  own  private  and 
consultation  practice.  This  has  debarred  him  from  much  opportunity 
for  personal  pathological  research ;  but  it  has  facilitated  the  descrip- 
tion of  morbid  processes  as  they  are  met  with  in  the  ordinary  routine 
of  practice,  a  matter  of  no  slight  recommendation  to  the  general  pro- 
fessional reader,  and  one  which  it  is  hoped  will  com(>ensate,  at  least 
in  part  for  deficiencies  in  other  directions. 

The  limits  of  a  moderate-sized  volume  preclude  the  composition  of 
an  exhaustive  treatise  on  the  subject  of  Diseases  of  the  Throat. 
It  has  been  thought  advisable,  therefore,  while  presenting  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  entire  field,  to  dwell  longer  upon  subjects  which 
are  important  by  their  frequency  and  by  the  fresh  light  shed  u|K>n 
them  by  recent  investigation  ;  and  to  treat  concisely  of  those  points 
which  by  their  infrequency  on  the  one  hand,  or  their  thorough  discus- 
sion in  the  standard  medical  works  of  the  day  on  the  other,  seem  less 
to  call  for  amplification. 

It  is  impossible  to  fiimish  an  explicit  and  perfect  description  of  a 
disease  so  as  to  afford  a  complete  and  satiHfactory  Tii(;ntal  pictun;  of 
the  condition  of  every  example  of  it  which  may  come  unchir  notice. 
Each  case  exhibits  some  special  phenomena  of  severity  (;r  of  niildiieHH ; 
or  is  different  in  some  other  paiticular  from  every  other  case  with  the 
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same  general  aspect.  All  that  a  writer  can  do  is  to  mention  the 
characteristics  which  determine  the  nature  of  the  diseased  action 
going  on,  to  designate  the  elements  of  danger  and  of  safety,  and  to 
indicate  the  methods  of  management  which  reason  and  experience 
have  proven  to  be  most  adequate  for  relief,  or  best  productive  of  cure. 
In  attempting  this,  much  has  to  be  said  which  others  have  said 
already,  and  often  in  better  language ;  but  this  rei)etition  is  sometimes 
necessary  to  complete  the  outline  of  a  subject,  or  to  convey  intelli- 
gence for  the  first  time  to  those  who  have  not  had  access  to  original 
sources  of  information.* 

Due  considei'ation  has  been  given,  in  the  subject  matter  of  the 
volume,  to   modem  developments  in  the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of 
affections  of  the  thi-oat,  especially  those  occupying  the  trachea,  larynx, 
upj)er  pharynx,  and  nasal  passages.      Here  the  author's  experience 
has  been  ample ;  and  if  his  record  differs  in  some  respects  from  the 
records  of  others,  it  does  so  by  reason  of  an  honest  endeavor  to  inter- 
pi-et  facts  and  observations  as  they  appeared  in  the  light  of  his  owti 
understanding.    The  articles  on  laryngoscopy,  rhinoscopy,  and  surgical 
manipulations  by  their  aid,  are,  with  some  additions,  modifications, 
and  omissions,  essentially  reprints  of  those  contributed  by  the  author, 
a  few  years  ago,  to  the  columns  of  The  Meduwl  Record,  of  New 
York,  and  to  the   second  American  edition  of  Mackenzie  on  the 
Use  of  the  Laryngoscope. 

The  author  has  availed  himself  of  the  labors  of  his  preilecessors 
and  contemporaries,  in  the  production  of  this  volume,  as  freely  as 
he  has  resorted  to  them  for  his  own  instruction.  He  has  endeavored, 
except  in  so  far  as  certain  general  matters  have  long  become  the 
common  pro|jerty  of  the  profession,  to  give  due  credit  to  his  sources 
of  information. 

For  the  use  of  the  studious  and  the  curious,  he  has  appended  a 
bibliographical  record,  culled  from  his  own  index-rerum ;  and  this 
has  been  distributed  under  cat<;h-heads,  as  being  more  convenient 
for  consultation  than  a  purely  al[)habetical  list  of  authors,  or  a  mere 
chronological  arrangement. 

Acknowledgment  is  made  to  ^Ir.  G.  H.  Gemrig,  of  Philadelphia, 
for  many  illusti-ations  of  surgical  instruments ;  and  also  to  ^Messrs. 
Otto  «k  Reynders,  and  to  Messrs.  Tienumn  &  Co.,  of  Xew  York,  for 
like  favors.  All  the  original  woodcuts  in  the  volume,  and  many  of 
the  copied  ones,  were  engraved  by  Mr.  Sebald,  of  Philadel}>hia. 

1327  Greek  Street,  Philadelphia,  May,  1X72. 
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CHAPTER    I. 

DISEASES    OF   TILE   THROAT   IN    GENERAL. 

The  diseases  of  the  throat  met  with  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
do  not  differ  materially  from  the  diseases  encountered  in  other 
regions  of  tlie  body.  Inflammation  occurs  in  its  various  grades ; 
and  this  may  be  idiopathic  or  traumatic  ;  or  it  may  exist  as  an 
integral  element,  or  as  a  result,  of  systemic  affections,  such  as 
tubercle,  syphilis,  scrofula,  cancer,  rheumatism,  gout,  erysipelas 
and  the  exanthemata,  albimiinuria,  aneurism,  the  chronic  affec- 
tions of  the  skin,  etc. 

Then  we  have  the  products  of  inflammation,  glandular  swell- 
ings, tumors  benign  and  malignant,  strictures,  etc. ;  and,  finally, 
we  encounter  various  nervous  affections  of  the  throat. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  is  exceedingly  prone 
to  disease,  partly  from  its  ex{X)sed  condition,  partly  from  a 
peculiar  proclivity,  the  nature  of  which  is  but  imperfectly 
understood,  and  partly  from  extension  of  disease  existing  in 
adjacent  parts,  not  infrequently  the  skin,  with  the  affections  of 
which  it  has  much  in  common,  in  consequence  of  analogy  of 
construction. 

The  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  throat  is  rendered  more  pro- 
tracted than  the  treatment  of  diseases  in  most  other  portions 
of  the  body,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  protecting  the 
affected  structures  from  the  contact  of  the  air,  and  the  im- 
practicability of  keeping  up  local  applications  with  any  degree 
of  continuousness ;  a  circumstance  which  coni]>els  a  course  of 
management  differing  from  that  which  would  be  employed  in 
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similar  aflFections  occurring  elsewhere,  where  we  avail  ourselves 
of  the  plaster  and  tlie  compi*ess,  with  or  without  resort  to  tlic 
use  of  remedial  agents. 

In  almost  all  diseases  of  the  throat,  the  secretion  from  the 
mucous  membrane  is  affected.  Sometimes  it  is  simply  dimin- 
ished in  quantity,  sometimes  it  is  simply  increased  in  quantity ; 
but  most  frequently  it  is  altered  in  quality  as  well  as  in  quantity. 

The  normal  secretion  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  seen  to  be  a 
transparent  watery  exhalation,  equably  diffused  over  the  surface, 
and  giving  little  or  no  refractive  evidence  of  its  existence.  It 
serves  to  keep  the  parts  moist,  pliable,  and  in  a  state  of  comfort ; 
and  it  protects  them  irom  the  irritating  influence  of  external 
matters,  whether  present  in  the  air,  or  brought  in  contact  imder 
special  circumstances  of  employment  or  exposure. 

The  most  common  effect  of  simple  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  is  the  collection  of  this  exhalation  into  drops,  which 
present,  according  to  the  direction  of  light  under  which  they  are 
examined,  the  appearance  of  minute  vesicles  or  granules ;  and 
although  this  is  not  an  evidence  of  active  or  serious  disease, 
throats  exhibiting  this  appearance  are  often  called  granular,  not 
in  the  mere  sense  of  description,  but  with  the  idea  that  the 
mucous  membrane  is  deprived  of  its  epithelial  coat,  and  that  tlie 
globules  or  granules  are  the  prominences  of  enlarged  follicles  or 
muciparous  glands — a  condition  which  sometimes  exists  under 
circumstances  to  be  mentioned  in  the  sequel.  Under  this  misap- 
prehension many  an  unoffending  throat  has  been  unhesitatingly 
cauterized  and  re-cauterized,  and  therefore  heedlessly  subjected 
to  the  chance  of  sustaining  pennanent  injury ;  a  result,  however, 
which  fortunately  does  not  always  follow  in  this  class  of  affections, 
inasmuch  as  reparation  is  pmmpt,  owing  to  the  g(X)d  state  of  the 
general  health,  and  the  innocuousnessof  the  agent  most  frequent- 
ly applied  upon  the  healthy  mucous  membrane.  Sometimes,  in- 
deed, it  must  be  acknowledged  that  such  treatment,  if  not  repeat- 
ed frequently,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  seems  to  rouse  up  the  latent 
vascular  action  of  the  part,  and  conduce  to  prompt  resumption 
of  function. 

The  researches  of  physiologists  teach  us  that  healthy  mucous 
membrane  does  not  secrete  mucus,  properly  so  called. 
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When  mucoiis  membrane  is  diseased,  the  new  nuclei,  which 
would  otherwise  have  been  formed  into  epithelial  cells,  take  on 
the  active  cell-growth  of  a  lowered  orgajiization,  and  adhere  to 
each  other  in  masses  which,  with  the  fluids  in  which  they  are 
held,  are  known  to  us  as  mucus.  This  increased  cell-action  is 
very  great,  often  producing  material  in  much  greater  abundance 
than  could  be  furnished  by  the  extent  of  mucous  surface  involved, 
were  the  entire  mass  of  mucus  a  mere  secretion  from  that  sur- 
face. Physiologists  account  for  the  copious  collections  of  mucus 
sometimes  encountered  on  mucous  membranes,  by  the  growth  of 
the  nuclei  and  their  offspring,  after  their  deposition  upon  the 
surface  of  the  membrane  as  well  as  while  in  its  interior. 

When  the  epithelium  of  a  mucous  membrane  is  absent,  a 
superficial  excavation  is  noticed,  a  mere  erosion  or  abrasion, 
which  is  often  mistaken  for  an  ulceration  involving  the  proper 
tissue  of  the  membrane  itself.  The  unevenness  observed  upon  the 
surface  of  the  mucous  membrane  in  the  inflammatory  condition 
is  due  to  the  rapid  and  unequal  proliferation  of  immature  epi- 
thelium cells,  which,  transforming  into  mucus,  are  making  their 
way  through  the  membrane  to  the  surface,  pushing  it  outwards 
from  behind,  as  it  were ;  and  as  this  action  continues  in  the  local- 
ities in  which  it  first  set  up,  the  enlargement  becomes  a  more  or 
less  permanent  one,  imtil  the  action  is  changed  by  treatment  or 
otherwise.  There  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  destniction  of  the 
superficial  epithelium  of  mucous  membranes  secreting  mucus, 
as  met  with  even  in  severe  catarrhal  inflammations,  and  though 
they  may  be  purulent  in  character.  In  fact,  experience  would 
go  to  show  that  this  condition  is  exceptional,  antecedent  to  such 
cases  only  as  e\'ince  a  disposition  to  ulceration  from  their  com- 
mencement, whether  arising  from  diathesis,  violence  of  action, 
or  want  of  proper  attention  at  an  early  period  of  the  disease. 

In  addition  to  the  mucus  found  upon  the  surface  of  diseased 
mucous  membrane,  we  sometimes  discover  fibrin  in  the  secre- 
tion, small  quantities  of  it  having  coagulated  spontaneously  into 
clots  or  flocculi. 

In  some  forms  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
there  is  poured  out  in  abundance  an  albiuninoid  secretion,  which, 
under  certain  conditions,  becomes  concreted  into  a  thin  pellicle 
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or  membrane,  either  from  coagulation  of  the  fibrin  which  it 
contains,  or  from  evaporation  of  the  waterj^  constituents  present 
at  the  period  of  exudation. 

Most  of  the  inflammatory  affections  of  the  throat  commence 
in  the  pharynx,  or  pharynx  and  mouth ;  though  not  infrequently 
tlicy  begin  in  the  nasal  passages.  Sometimes  the  initial  disturb- 
ance takes  place  in  the  larynx,  or  even  in  tlie  trachea  or  bronchi. 
Although  the  pharynx  is  directly  continuous  with  the  oesopha- 
gus, die  extension  of  the  inflammatorj'  pi'ocess  is  less  apt  to  pro- 
ceed along  that  tube  than  to  extend  into  the  respiratory  tract ; 
and  this,  most  probably,  because  the  flaccid  oesophagus  is  nor- 
mally closed  except  during  the  act  of  deglutition,  and  thus  is  not 
exposed  to  atmospheric  influences  as  the  respirator}'  tract  is,  in 
consequence  of  its  permanent  patulousness.  The  continuity  of 
the  pharynx  with  the  digestive  tract  renders  it  liable,  however, 
to  participation  in  diseases  of  the  digestive  apparatus ;  and 
hence  we  frequently  meet  with  pharyngeal  disease  as  a  conse- 
quence of  such  disorders,  especially  when  of  a  chi*onic  nature. 

The  direct  action  of  cold  is  the  most  frequent  exciting  cause 
of  irritation  leading  to  inflannnatory  affections  of  the  pharyngeal 
mucous  membrane,  as  it  is  also  the  most  frequent  exciting 
cause  of  diseases  of  the  respiratory  mucous  membrane ;  and  in- 
stances are  not  seldom  met  with  in  which  irritation  of  this  kind 
leads  to  the  expectoration  of  translucent  sputa,  sometimes  from 
the  pharj^nx,  sometimes  from  the  larynx,  trachea,  or  bronchi  of 
the  perfectly  liealthy  individual,  after  sudden  or  unusual  ex- 
posure to  cold  during  raw  and  inclement  weather.  Such  ex- 
posure, in  a  constitution  run  do\vn  by  overwork,  or  predisix)sed 
to  disease  of  the  throat  by  reason  of  the  scrofulous  or  tubercu- 
lous diathesis,  is  liable  to  lead  to  serious  disease,  wliich  may  prove 
difficult  to  overcome,  if  it  does  not  lead  to  permanent  and  fatal 
injury. 

The  next  most  frequent  som'ce  of  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  throat  is  the  inhalation  of  solid  or  fluid  parti- 
cles existing  in  the  atmcxsphere  under  certain  conditions.  These 
act  mechanically  or  chemically  upon  the  structures  with  wliich 
they  come  in  contact.     Artisans  exposed  to  the  dust  of  various 
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workshops,  attendants  in  chemical  laboratories,  and  othei*s 
similarly  imperilled,  are  most  apt  to  suffer  in  this  way. 

Another  frequent  source  of  irritation,  eventuating  in  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat  of  a  subacute  or  chronic  character,  is  the 
inhalation  of  an  atmosphere  impregnated  with  the  products  of 
tobacco-smoke.  The  smoking  of  tobacco  is  in  itself  regarded  as 
an  exciting  cause  of  the  affection,  and,  doubtless,  is  so  in  a  great 
many  instances ;  and  even  when  not  in  itself  the  initial  cause 
of  the  disturbance,  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  its  persistence  and 
chronicity.  Sore  throats,  in  everj^  way  similar  to  those  attribut- 
ed to  the  effects  of  smoking,  are  met  with  in  individuals  who 
are  not  at  all  addicted  to  the  use  of  tobacco ;  and  a  cause  of 
this  kind  must  be  very  infrequent  in  females,  even  in  regions 
where  the  gentler  sex  indulge  in  a  use  of  the  weed.  The  sitting 
for  hours  at  a  time  in  an  apartment  the  air  of  which  is  charged 
with  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  such  as  is  the  case  in  lager-beer 
saloons  and  concert  saloons,  so  much  resorted  to  by  young  men 
of  native  birth,  and  Germans  of  all  ages,  is  a  nmch  more  fre- 
quent source  of  disease  in  the  thi'oat  than  the  mere  smoking  of 
tobacco  in  one's  own  house. 

Another  apparent  cause  exists  in  the  promiscuous  use  of  hot 
and  cold  food  and  drink  at  the  same  meal.  Thus  we  partake 
of  hot  soup,  or  drink  hot  coffee  and  tea,  and  cool  the  mouth  and 
throat  by  draughts  of  ice-water  taken  at  intervals  during  the 
meal.  Or,  after  enjoying  a  warm  dinner,  we  indulge  in  ice- 
cream or  water-ice,  and  follow  this  by  a  draught  of  hot  coffee. 
This  alternate  application  of  hot  and  cold  to  the  delicate  mucous 
membrane  of  the  throat  can  hardly  fail,  if  persisted  in,  at  least 
to  place  it  in  a  condition  favorable  for  the  inflanunatory  process'. 
A  similar  treatment  of  the  cutaneous  integument  would  be  quite 
apt  to  induce  an  inflammatory  affection  of  the  skin. 
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EXAMINATION   OF   TIIE   THROAT. 

Ordinary  Inspection.— In  all  cases  of  disease  of  the  throat, 
the  parts  should  always  be  exaiiuned  as  carefully  as  the  appli- 
ances at  the  command  of  the  practitioner  will  admit.  It  is 
almost  incredible,  but  is  no  less  the  fact,  that  some  physicians 
treat  their  cases  of  sore  throat  with  no  other  guide  than  that 
furnished  by  the  sjinptoms  described  by  the  patient.  Again 
and  again  patients  have  come  under  the  authors  care, — and 
his  experience  is  by  no  means  exceptional, — who  had  been 
under  medical  treatment  for  months  without  having  had  their 
tliroats  examined  even  in  the  most  superficial  manner;  and 
this  often  in  instances  where  a  mere  glance  would  have  dis- 
covered an  elongated  uvula  or  hyj^ertrophied  tonsils  as  the 
source  of  the  trouble,  which  could  have  been  pnjmptly  relieved 
by  an  operation  occupying  but  a  few  moments  in  its  execution. 
For  this  there  is  no  excuse.  The  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
practitioner  is  culpable.  It  is  so  easy  to  depress  the  tongue 
with  the  handle  of  a  spoon,  or  merely  with  the  forefinger,  and 
thus  obtain  a  view  of  the  more  accessible  parts,  that  one  can 
hardly  realize  how  it  can  be  neglected.  There  is  some  excuse 
for  omitting  a  laryngoscopic  or  rhinoscopic  examination  in  the 
early  stages  of  affections  of  the  tliroat,  inasnmch  as  the  manipu- 
lation requires  a  certain  amount  of  skill  and  practice  which 
every  one  has  not  had  the  opportunity  to  acquire ;  but  for 
neglecting  an  ortlinary  inspection  before  a  gixxl  light,  with  the 
tongue  depressed,  there  can  be  no  excuse. 

In  order  to  get  a  good  view  of  the  pharj-nx  it  is  necessarj-  to 
depress  the  tongue ;  and  though  the  handle  of  a  spoon  affords 
a  means  of  doing  this,  a  tongue-depressor,  with  a  handle  which 
is  out  of  the  line  of  vision,  is  the  proper  instrument.  The 
ordinary  form  of  the  instrument  is  shown  in  Fig.  1,  and  for  con- 


ORDINAKY   INSPECTION. 


Pig.  1. 


Tonguc-Depmtflon. 


venience  in  transportation  the  handle  is  made  to  fold  upon  the 
tongue-piece  by  means  of  a  hinge. 

Sometimes  a  good  deal  of  force  is 
required  to  keep  down  a  muscular 
tongue ;  but  usually,  if  the  blade  is 
laid  lightly  upon  the  organ,  and  gently 
but  firmly  pressed  down  upon  it,  any 
difliculty  of  this  kind  can  be  gradually 
overcome  in  a  few  minutes.  To  gain 
a  good  view  of  the  pharynx,  the  tongue- 
depressor  ought  to  be  long  enough  to 
reach  well  towards  the  base  of  the 
tongue,  and  should  be  hollowed  out 
on  its  under  surface,  or  else  roughen- 
ed, in  order  to  secure  a  better  hold 
on  the  organ.  Smooth-faced  tongue- 
depressors  are  apt  to  slip  forAvards  to- 
wards the  tip  of  the  tongue.  By  gradually  pressing  the  base 
of  the  tongue  do\vnwards  and  forAvards,  and  at  the  same  time 
causing  the  patient  to  lower  the  chin  more  and  more  upon  the 
breast,  we  can  almost  always  expose  the  entire  lower  portion  of 
the  pharynx,  and  the  crest  of  the  epiglottis,  or  more  or  less  of 
its  lingual  face.  Sometimes  we  can  ev^en  see  the  upper  circum- 
ference of  the  entii-e  lan-nx,  especially  if  the  epiglottis  be 
titillated  with  the  tip  of  the  tongue-depressor  so  as  to  excite  a 
slight  motion  of  gagging.  Some  patients  depress  their  tongues 
and  open  their  mouths  so  well,  that,  looking  down  upon  the 
parts,  we  can  see  these  structures  without  the  use  of  any  tongue- 
depressor  at  all.  Cases  are  on  record,  few  in  number,  it  is  true, 
in  which  by  such  voluntary  effort  of  the  patient  a  view  has 
been  obtained  of  the  interior  of  the  laiynx  down  to  the  vocal 
cords ;  and  Tobold  mentions  one  *  in  which  he  was  able  to  see 
the  action  of  the  lips  of  the  glottis  in  this  manner,  and  also 
to  recognize  a  papilloma  upon  the  left  vocal  cord.  Dr.  Elsberg, 
of  New  York,  and  Dr.  Boisnot,  of  this  city,  informed  me  in  con- 


1  Lehrbuch  der  Loryngoskopie.  2d  Edition.     Berlin,  1809,  p.  43. 
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vereation,  that  thej'  had  each  come  across  a  caae  in  which  they 
could  rec-ognize  the  arj'tenoid  cartilages  and  the  vocal  cords  in 
this  manner,  I  have  not  yet  had  the  gratification  of  seeing  such 
a  case,  though  I  have  often  seen  the  entire  epiglottis  without 
the  use  of  any  instniment  whate\'er.  Dr.  Tobold  also  mentions ' 
that,  with  the  assistance  of  a  knee-shaped  sjiatula  which  he  lias 
devised  for  exjxiFing  the  phar^-nx,  he  has  becTi  able  on  several 
occasions  to  remove  a  fibroid  tumor  situated  in  the  pharynx  at 
tlie  l(.'\*cl  of  tlie  arytenoid  cartilages,  and  which  he  could  not 


get  at  even  with  the  aid  of  the  laryngoscope.  These  statements, 
surely,  ought  to  convince  practitioners  of  the  value  of  tlie  use 
of  the  tongue-depressor  as  an  aid  to  diagnosis, 

'  Op.  cit.,  p.  4S. 


ORDINARY   INSPECTION.  9 

Forms  of  tongue-depressors  especially  adapted  for  the  use  of 
"  unruly  members  "  are  depicted  in  Figs.  2  and  3.  They  are  of 
metal,  with  wooden  handles,  and  are  very  powerful  and  effi- 
cient instruments.  The  apparatus  of  Tiirck  is  provided  with 
several  tongue-pieces  of  different  dimensions,  so  as  to  suit  for 
children,  or  for  adults  with  very  large  and  fleshy  tongues. 

A  tongue-depressor  devised  by  the  author,*  and  shown  in 
Fig.  4,  has  some  advantages  in  special  cases,  and  is  particularly 
efficient  in  exposing  the  pharynx  in  the  manner  already  de- 
scribed. It  is  composed  of  a  single  piece  of  hard  rubber, 
which  recommends  itself  by  the  facility  with  which  it  can  be 
kept  clean  and  sweet — no  slight  desideratum  Avhen  an  instru- 
ment is  frequently  exposed  to  the  secretions  from  the  mouth, 
and  to  contact  Avith  the  various 
caustic   substances   used   in    the  ** 

treatment  of  diseases  of  the  throat. 
The  shape  could  be  readily  alter- 
ed at  will  to  suit  any  peculiar 
conformation  of  tongue,  were  this 
ever  necessary,  by  first  holding 
the  instrument  for  a  moment  or 
two  in  boiling  water,  or  over  a 
flame,  so  as  to  render  it  flexible. 

The  tongue  portion  is    flve  inches  Hard-mbber  Tongue-depn»aor. 

in  length,  curves  gently  for- 
wards, and  is  considembly  bent  at  its  terminal  extremity,  so  as 
to  embrace  the  posterior  ix)i1;ion  of  the  tongue  in  a  shallow 
depression  about  an  inch  in  length,  scooped  out  of  its  lingual 
surface  at  this  portion,  thus  affording  a  sufficiently  firm  hold 
upon  the  organ.  The  handle,  which  is  of  one  piece  with  the 
blade,  is  bent  downwards  under  the  tongue-piece,  so  that  it 
comes  beneath  the  chin  when  in  use,  and  thus  keeps  the  hand 
out  of  the  way  ;  while  by  drawing  the  handle  forwards  towards 
the  perpendicular,  the  base  of  the  tongue  is  necessarily  pressed 
downwards  and  drawn  forwards,  so  as  to  expose  the  parts  in 


»  The  Medical  Heeard,  VoL  I.,  1806,  p.  848. 
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the  freest  manner.  When  well  applied,  it  will  be  no  unusual 
occurrence  to  see  distinctly  the  anterior  or  lingual  surface  of 
the  epiglottis,  with  perhaps  a  portion  of  its  crest,  the  glotto- 
epiglottic  fold,  and  the  lingual  sinuses  at  either  side ;  and,  of 
course,  a  large  extent  of  the  posterior  and  lateral  walls  of  the 
pharynx,  and  more  or  less  of  the  laryngo-pharyngeal  sinuses. 

LARYNGOSCOPY. 

Within  a  comparatively  recent  period  there  has  been  per- 
fected a  method  of  examining  the  more  remote  structures  of 
the  throat,  by  means  of  an  image  of  the  parts  reflected  upon 
a  small  mirror  placed  within  the  pharj'nx,  and  held  with  its  re- 
flecting surface  downwards  to  explore  the  lower  structures,  or 
upwards  to  explore  the  upper  structures.  The  former  method 
of  examination,  on  accoimt  of  its  chief  employment  in  the  ex- 
amination of  the  larynx,  is  known  as  laryngoscopy  ;  while  the 
latter  method  has  been  called  rhinoscopy,  inasmuch  as  it  is  most 
frequently  employed  in  examinations  of  the  posterior  nasal 
region. 

For  years  and  years  the  profession  had  felt  the  necessity, 
more  and  more,  for  some  method  of  exploring  the  throat 
better  than  that  afi^orded  by  mere  inspection  through  the 
open  mouth  with  the  tongue  depressed ;  and  efforts  to  this  end 
were  made  in  various  directions,  chiefly  to  adapt  for  this  pur- 
pose the  mirror  used  by  the  dentist,  or  some  other  appliance 
acting  on  the  same  principle  of  reflection.  After  many  oft-re- 
peated failures,  success  was  at  last  attained  in  the  production  of 
the  laryngoscope  now  in  common  use,  in  some  one  or  other  of 
its  many  modifications.  We  cannot  spare  space  in  tliis  volume 
for  more  than  a  fact  or  two  in  the  history  of  the  invention  of 
the  laryngoscope ;  but  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  pass  the  subject 
by  so  summarily,  we  recommend  our  readers  to  two  of  the  best 
and  most  accessible  sources  of  information  on  this  point.* 

The  credit  of  the  first  completely  satisfactory  demonstration 
of  the  feasibility  of  examining  the  larynx  in  the  living  subject 

*  Mackenzie ;  The  Use  of  the  LarTogoscope.  2d  and  8d  editions,  London,  186G 
and  1871.    Tobold;  Lehrbuch  der  Laiyngoscopie.    2d  edition,  Berlin,  1869. 
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belongs  to  Manuel  Garcia,  a  teacher  of  vocal  music  in  London, 
whose  experiments  and  observations  were  made  solely  in  the 
interests  of  vocal  music,  A  perusal  of  Garcia's  publications 
stimulated  Professor  Ludwig  Tiirck,  of  Vienna,  to  employ  the 
instrument  for  professional  purposes,  but  finding  a  difficulty  in 
its  application,  principally  on  the  score  of  insufficient  illumina- 
tion, and  being  occupied  at  tlie  same  time  by  researches  of 
another  nature,  he  gave  up  for  the  time  his  experiments  in  this 
direction.  Prof.  Czermak,  of  Pesth,  borrowed  his  mirrors  froiu 
Prof.  Tiirck,  and,  conceiving  the  idea  of  employing  artificial 
illumination,  was  enabled  to  perfect  the  application  of  the  in- 
strument; and  he  taught  its  use  to  his  professional  brethren 
throughout  Europe  with  great  zeal,  so  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
fullest  honor  as  the  chief  promoter  of  the  use  of  the  larjTigo- 
scope  in  medicine.  lie  also  cohceived  the  idea  of  i^eversing  the 
position  of  the  mirror,  so  as  to  obtain  an  image  of  the  posterior 
nares  and  naso-pharyngeal  region,  and  thus  invented  the  art  of 
rhinoscopy. 

The  laryngoscope  consists  essentially  of  a  small  mirror,  of 
simple  construction,  which  is  to  be  passed  into  the  pharjTix, 
and  held  there  in  such  a  position  that  it  will  reflect  an  image  of 
the  laryngeal  structures  and  parts  adjacent. 

It  thus  pennits  the  inspection  of  structures  beyond  the  limit 
of  direct  visual  examination. 

A  good  light  is  an  indispensable  pro-requisite  to  a  larjTigo- 
Bcopic  examination ;  and  when  this  can  be  obtained  from  the  so- 
lar rays,  no  other  appliance  is  required  than  the  simple  mirror. 

This  laryngoscopic  mirror,  as  it  is  called,  is  then  the  only  abso- 
lutely essential  instrument  required  for  larjTigoscopic  observa- 
tion. 

When  the  daylight  is  too  feeble  for  our  purpose  we  employ 
certain  appliances,  such  as  lenses  and  reflectors,  to  concentrate 
its  power ;  otherwise;  we  resort  to  the  use  of  artificial  illumina- 
tion. 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  only  at  certain  hours  of  the- day  that  the 
sunlight  is  at  our  convenient  disposal ;  and  inasmuch,  in  addition, 
as  the  peculiarities  of  our  climate  do  not  often  afi^ord  us  the 
opportunity  of  employing  the  sun's  rays  at  the  desired  moment, 
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or  in  the  desired  location,  it  has  been  found  expedient,  by  those 
who  have  frequent  occasion  to  use  the  laryngoscope,  to  have  re- 
course to  artificial  illumination  at  all  tunes.  This  habitual  use 
is  the  more  necessary,  because  parts  appear  redder  and  more 
yellowish  by  artificial  light  than  they  do  by  sunlight;  and 
therefore,  unless  due  allowance  be  made  for  this  difference, 
there  is  danger  that  the  same  condition  which  was  recognized  as 
normal  by  sunlight,  may  appear  as  if  infiamed  when  examined 
by  gas  or  lamp  light,  and  thus  lead  to  the  adoption  of  measures  of 
interference  which  might  better  have  been  abstained  from. 

The  laryngoscope  has,  in  the  most  literal  sense,  thrown  light 
upon  many  an  obscure  condition  which  would  otherwise  have 
remained  unrecognized,  and  have  been  lial)le  to  misinterpreta- 
tion in  the  gloom  of  subjective  investigation  alone.  In  the  case 
of  many  a  dcs|x>ndent  and  all  but  abandoned  sufferer,  it  has 
indicated  a  means  of  rescue  from  tlie  very  clutch  of  impend- 
ing death. 

The  brilliant  successes  in  larjnigoscopic  surgery  have  been  duly 
pi'oclaimed  in  current  medical  literature,  and  have  stimulated 
many  professional  laborers  to  engage  in  the  development  of  the 
same  field  of  usefulness.  The  first  decade  of  laryngoscopic  re- 
search has  but  recently  passed  its  completion,  and  already  the 
laurels  which  it  has  added  to  the  crowTi  of  -^sculapius  are 
equal  in  freshness,  imperishability,  and  gracefulness  to  those 
culled  in  any  other  portion  of  his  broad  domain. 

The  literature  which  laryngoscopic  observation  has  tendered 
for  perusal  during  these  ten  or  twelve  yeai-s  is  very  extensive, 
and  the  lessons  it  has  taught  have  won  for  it  a  distinguished 
position  among  the  valued  records  of  medical  and  surgical 
learning. 

As  is  perhajis  but  naturally  incident  to  the  development  of  a 
new  subject,  its  zealous  votaries  have  coerced  an  inordinate 
amount  of  ingenuity  in  the  invention  of  novel  appliances  for 
laryngoscopic  examination,  and  still  more  so  in  the  invention 
and  adaptation  of  implements  for  surgical  interference  by  its 
aid.  One  who  has  not  followed  the  subject  closely,  in  all  its 
ramifications,  from  its  very  inception,  can  hardly  realize  the  ex- 
tent to  which  this  instrumento-mania  has  run  rampant. 
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Fig.  6. 


Almost  every  ostensibly  useful  instrument  that  has  been  de- 
vised in  this  specialty  has  been  subjected  by  the  writer  to  the 
actual  test  of  practice.  Some  of  tlie  instruments  employed  at 
an  earlier  date  have  been  abandoned  for  others 
which  are  more  serviceable.  Many  others  have 
been  found  superfluous ;  and  not  a  few  are 
actually  impracticable  in  application  upon  the 
conscious  subject 

The  author  will  aim  to  convey  to  the  reader 
the  unprejudiced  results  of  his  own  experience 
in  the  department  of  lai*yngoscopy.  Only  such 
appliances  as  have  proved  the  most  useful  of 
their  class  will  be  brought  to  notice ;  and  while 
the  endeavor  will  be  made  to  record  nothing 
that  has  not  a  directly  practical  bearing,  care 
will  be  taken,  as  far  as  possible,  to  avoid  the 
omission  of  anything  essentially  useful. 

The  Laryngosoopio  Mirror. — The  form 
of  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  is  not  a  matter 
of  much  importance.  Tlie  very  best  form  is 
that  adopted  by  Prof.  Tiirck  and  depicted  in 
Fig.  5. 

It  is  a  circular  glass  mirror  of  the  finest 
quality,  mounted  in  a  narrow  setting  of  Ger- 
man silver,  and  attached,  at  an  angle  of  120^, 
to  a  stout  shank  of  the  same  metal ;  a  wooden 
handle  being  attached  to  the  shank.  The 
glass  has  a  diameter  of  one  inch,  and  the  en- 
tire instrument  is  eight  inches  in  length.  This 
mirror  will  meet  almost  every  indication  in 
the  adult.  Occasionally,  and  almost  constantly 
in  children,  a  mirror  of  smaller  diameter  will 
be  requirecj ;  while  a  mirror  of  much  greater 
dimensions  can  sometimes  be  very  readily 
employed.  It  is  obvious  that  the  larger  the 
mirror  tliat  can  be  used  in  any  case,  the  more 
satisfactory  will  be  the  examination.  When  1^^,^^^,,  Mim,r 
enlarged    tonsils  protrude  into  the  isthmus        of  circaior  Form. 
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of  the  pharynx,  a  mirror  oval  iu  its  vertical  diameter  must  be 
used,  in  order  to  pass  these  glands  and  reach  the  posterior  wall 
of  the  pharynx.  Under  these  circumstances  we  may  employ  a 
mirror  an  inch  in  length,  and  from  five-eighths  to  seven-eighths 
of  an  inch  in  its  broadest  transverse  diameter. 

In  order  to  be  enabled  to  examine  all  classes  of  cases  as  they 
usually  come  under  observation,  the  practitioner  should  bo  pro- 
vided with  at  least  foiu*  mirrors:  three  circular  ones  of  five- 
eightlis,  three-quarters,  and  one  inch  diameter  respectively,  and 
one  oval  one  of  five-eighths  inch  transverse  diameter.  Other 
mirrors  may  be  better  adapted  to  exceptional  cases,  but  such 
cases  are  rare.  Should  but  a  single  mirror  be  desired,  the  inch- 
mirror  should  be  selected,  as  apt  to  fulfil  the  greatest  number 
of  indications. 

Some  observers  have  recommended  square  and  dome-shaped 
mirrors,  with  the  shank  soldered  at  one  comer.  There  is 
no  objection  to  their  use ;  but,  as  a  rule,  the  circular  mirrors 
will  be  found  to  be  better  bonie  by  tlie  patient.  It  has  also 
been  recommended  that  we  should  have  mirrors  at  hand  sol- 
dered to  the  stem  at  various  angles,  as  more  likely  to  meet 
varying  indications.  This  is  altogether  unnecessary,  for  a  slight 
motion  of  the  fingers  and  wrist  will  enable  the  observer  to  give 
the  mirror  any  inclination  he  may  desire  after  introducing  it, 
and  the  emergency  is  thus  provided  for. 

A  mirror  finnly  soldered  to  its  han<lle  is  preferable  to  one  in 
which  the  stem  is  made  to  slide  in  and  out. 

Some  observers  have  expressed  a  preference  for  a  mirror  with 
an  acuter  angle  of  attachment  to  its  stem.  Tliis  is  altogether  a 
matter  of  choice.  It  is  really  an  afi^air  of  little  moment  whether 
the  angle  is  a  little  greater  or  a  little  less ;  for  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that,  once  familiar  with  tlie  use  of  the  instrument,  an 
expert  manipulator  could  employ  any  mirror  to  which  he  might 
have  access. 

An  extensive  experience  with  mirrors  of  every  description 
has  demonstrated,  in  the  most  practical  manner,  that  the  habitual 
emplojTiient  of  the  mirror  at  an  angle  of  120°,  as  first  adopted 
by  Turck,  will  fulfil  nearly  every  indication. 

The  quality  of  the  reflecting  surface,  however,  is  a  matter  of 
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considerable  importance.  A  laryngoscopic  mirror  should  afford 
a  perfect  image.  Its  quality  may  be  tested  by  holding  it  over  a 
piece  of  white  paper.  The  reflection  should  be  perfectly  white ; 
if  it  be  bluish  or  yellowish,  the  larjngeal  image  will  be  sure  to  lose 
in  distinctness  in  proportion  to  the  departure  from  a  pure  white, 
and  thus  to  vary  somewhat  from  the  normal  color  of  the  parts. 

Laryngoscopic  mirrors  have  been  constructed  from  steel  which 
has  then  been  highly  polished,  and  from  other  metals  with  sur- 
faces of  great  lustre.  These  are  very  serviceable  while  new  and 
unscratched,  though  presenting  a  violetish  tinge  to  the  reflec- 
tion of  white  paper ;  but  they  soon  become  tarnished  by  usage, 
and  are  kept  in  order  with  difficulty.  They  are  applicable  only 
to  special  cases  in  which  but  a  very  small  mirror  can  l^e  em- 
ployed, and  when  it  is  a  matter  of  some  moment  to  avoid  the 
loss  of  reflecting  surface  which  even  the  narrowest  setting  Avould 
sacrifice  in  the  glass  mirror.  Such  a  case  occurs  when  it  is 
necessary  to  make  an  examination  through  an  artificial  opening 
in  the  trachea. 

Introduotion  of  the  Mirror. — The  position  of  tlie  mirror  in 
the  pharjnx  of  the  patient,  its  manner  of  introduction,  and  the 
character  of  the  image  which  is  seen  upon  it  wlien  in  position, 
is  depicted  in  Fig.  7.  The  mirror  is  represented  as  having  been 
placed  at  an  angle  of  about  45°  with  the  plane  of  the  larynx ; 
but  its  position  in  practice  will  vary  in  different  individuals,  in 
consequence  of  peculiarities  of  conformation.  Much,  too,  Avill 
depend  upon  the  degree  of  flexion  given  to  the  patient's  head,  the 
position  of  the  obseners  eye,  and  other  contingencies  which  will 
become  apparent  as  we  proceed  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject. 

The  manner  in  which  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  is  most  conve- 
niently used  is  as  follows : — 

The  patient  is  seated  in  a  chair  in  such  position  that  a  strong 
light  shall  illumine  the  pharjnx,  and  es[)ecially  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  soft  palate.  This  examination  may  be  made  in  the 
open  air,  before  a  window,  or  in  front  of  a  lamp  or  other 
artificial  light.  The  observer  seats  himself  in  fi-ont  of  his 
patient,  at  such  distance  as  to  obtain  distinct  and  clear  vision 
of  the  soft  palate  and  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharjnx. 
The    head    of    the    patient    should    be   kept  erect,   or  very 
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Blightlj  bent  backwards.  The  position  may  have  to  be  varied 
from  the  one  tc»  the  other  after  tlic  mirror  liaa  been  intro- 
duced ;  but  for  the  majority  of  cases  a  favorable  ixsition  will 
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be  such  a  one  as  shall  place  the  luwer  border  of  the  upper  incisor 
teeth  upon  a  horizontal  plane  with  the  base  of  the  soft  palate. 
The  mouth  should  he  widely  distended,  and  the  tongue  thrust 
forward  towards  the  chin  witli  considerable  uinBcnlar  force,  its 
body  lying  upon  the  floor  of  the  moutli,  and  its  posterior  por- 
tion and  base  rendered  as  coneave  as  possible.     lu  this  poeitiou 
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it  may  be  enveloped  in  a  liandkercbief  or  napkin,  and  held  by 
tlie  observer  or  tbe  patient  hlniaelf,  as  moet  convenient ;  the 
napkin  being  interposed  to  prevent  the  tongue  slipping  back 
from  between  the  thumb  and  fingers.  The  patient  should 
breathe  rather  deeply,  but  quietly,  synchronously,  and  without 
effort 

The  stem  of  the  mirror  should  be  taken  in  the  hand  in  the 
manner  of  handling  a  pen  or  lead-pencil,  the  wrist  being  well 
extended,  though  not  stiffly  so,  the  mirror  pointing  upwards,  with 
its  reflecting  surface  horizontal  and  looking  downwards,  as  de- 
picted in  Fig.  8. 

The  patient  being  told  to  take  a  deep  inspiration,  so  na  to  raise 
the  palate,  the  laryngoscopic 
mirror  is  passed  well  above  the 
tongue,  directly  backwards,  until 
it  reaches  the  uvula,  when,  i-ecc  i  v- 
ing  the  uvula  on  the  back  of  the 
mirror,  the  wrist  is  Hexed,  and 
the  mirror  landed  with  its  lower 
border  on  the  [losterior  wall  of 
tbe  pharynx ;  the  uvula  and  soft 
palate  being  pushed  backwards 
and  somewhat  upn'ards  in  the 
manoeuvre.  The  stem  of  the  mir- 
ror is  now  Imrizoutal,  and  the 
iiuDsac  holding iiiTDgDSDDpic  mirror  pn-  reflecting  surfacc  looks  oblii]ue- 
ly  downwards  and  forwards. 
When  the  palate  is  raised  very  high  during  a  deep  inspiration, 
the  mirror  can  be  placed  in  position  without  pressing  upon  it,  and 
then,  afi  expiration  is  effected,  tlie  palate  falls  gently  upon  the 
back  of  the  mirror.  This  method  of  procedure  will  be  found 
serviceable  in  the  examination  of  nerv<)us  individuals. 

Tbe  mirror  being  properly  introduced,  we  perceive  in  it  an 
image  of  the  larynx  and  adjacent  structures,  but  in  a  reversed 
position,  though  not  an  inverted  one  ;  that  is  to  say,  those  struc- 
tures which  are  posterior  in  reality  aie  anterior  in  the  image, 
and  what  is  really  in  front  looke  as  if  it  were  behind,  the  rela- 
tive positions  of  right  and  left  being  unchanged. 
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TIlia  condition  of  tilings  will  be  rendered  intelligible  at  a 
glance  by  consulting  tlie  accompanying  illusti-ation,  Fig.  9. 

The  structurcB   {base  of 
tongnc,    and     epiglottis)  "*■  "■ 

which  are    above    and    in  ^--^^^^s^ 

front  in  the  patient,  appear 
al>ovo  and  beliind  in  the 
mirror ;  the  parts  (arytenoid 
cartilages,  etc.)  which  are 
below  and  beliind  in  the 
patient,  appear  below  and 
in  front  in  the  mirror;  but 
ttie  Btnictiires  which  are  in 
reality  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  observer  in  the  patient, 
are  on  his  right  in  the  mir- 
ror also.  In  other  words, 
those  parts  nearest  the  mir- 
ror are  seen  as  If  tliey  were 
nearer  the  observer,  who 
views  tliein  very  niiicb  as 
he  would  do  if  he  conld  l(Kik 
at  them  from  behin'd  with 

his  eye  in  the  position  of    ^^'"'''  ""^'ll^j^^'ic'Z'n,!!'  ""^  '"  ^ 
the  laryngeal  mirror, 

Tlie  lower  figure  represents  a  view  of  the  base  of  the  tongue 
and  the  larynx  in  the  relative  jHisitiiin  they  bear  in  the  person 
who  is  being  examined,  while  the  upjier  figure  slums  the  im- 
age as  seen  in  the  mirror.  If  the  reader  will  hold  a  laryngosco 
pi(!  mirror  (or,  in  lien  of  it,  a  piece  of  looking-glass)  ol>Ii<piely 
above  the  lower  figure  and  behind  it,  so  as  U>  receive  its  rcflec 
tion,  he  will  get  some  such  an  image  as  is  pictured  in  the  upper 
figure.  This  diagram  will  he  found  useful  in  studying  the  rela- 
tion of  parts  in  actual  practice. 

There  are.certain  important  points  in  reference  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  whi<;li  i-eijiiire  elucidation 
with  some  detail. 

The  mirror  must  be  wanned  l>cforc  it  is  passed  into  the 
month.    If  introdaced  cold  it  will  become  blurred  by  the 
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halitus  of  the  breath,  and  we  will  onlv  be  able  to  obtain  an  in- 
tennittent  indistinct  view,  as  each  successive  in8j)imtion  clears 
the  glass  of  some  of  the  moisture  contlensed  u{)on  it.  To  avoid 
this  result,  we  heat  the  mirror  before  introducing  it.  Various 
methods  have  been  deWsed  for  this  puq>ose,  some  of  them  in- 
geniously ridiculous,  such  as  keeping  an  electric  current  travers- 
ing the  mirror ;  but  it  is  only  necessary  to  mention  the  best  me- 
thod, and  that  is  to  heat  the  reflecting  surface  over  a  flame.  In 
this  way  the  mounting  is  not  so  apt  to  become  wann  enough  to 
burn  the  tissues.  We  avoid  burning  the  patient  by  testing  the 
back  of  the  mirror  on  the  hand  or  cheek  before  introducing  it 
into  the  pliarynx.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  heat  the  mirror 
too  much,  for  that  will  cause  the  amalgam  to  run  and  thus  de- 
stroy its  reflecting  jx)wer.  All  that  is  required  is  a  gentle 
wannth,  under  the  influence  of  which  the  mirror  will  remain 
untarnishable  for  several  minutes.  If  a  cold  mirror  is  placed 
over  a  flame,  the  moisture  of  the  apai-tment  condenses  on  its 
surface  innnediately,  and  is  then  gradually  evajx>rated  from  cir- 
cumference to  centre.  The  moment  the  mirror  clears,  it  will 
be  flt  for  use.'  This  usually  occupies  but  a  couple  of  seconds, 
the  time  vaiying  with  temperature  and  season. 

If  the  mirror  is  not  well  made,  the  heat  will,  after  a  while, 
affect  the  (joating  and  destroy  its  reflecting  power;  and  this  is 
particularly  the  case  with  the  common  quicksilvered  mirroi'S, 
which  are  thus  soon  rendered  unfit  for  use. 

We  must  not  retain  the  mirror  too  lontr  at  a  time  in  the 
mouth.  It  is  better  to  reintriKluce  it  sevei*al  times,  than  to 
fatigue  the  parts  by  keeping  them  too  long  in  a  constrained  i>o- 
sition.  In  this  way  we  avoid  the  induction  of  congestion,  or  of 
irritability  and  spasm. 

Impediments  to  the  Examination. — ^Ordinarily  there 
should  be  no  difticulty  whatever  in  immediately  effecting  a  sat- 
isfactory laryngoscopic  examination,  at  the  hands  of  any  one 
possessing  moderate  skill  in  the  use  of  the  instrument. 

Occasionally,  however,  impediments  are  presented,  a  consid- 
eration of  which  is  necessary. 

*  For  this  hint  the  author  is  indebted  to  Dr.  Elsbeig,  of  New  York.  Tht 
Medical  Bee(n^,  yol.  i.,  p.  276. 
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There  may  be  unwillingness  or  inability  to  open  the  mouth 
properly.  Now  it  is  very  necessary  that  the  month  should  be 
wide  open,  the  wider  the  better.  Some  patients  can  open  the 
mouth  well  enough,  but  they  close  it  involuntarily  as  sr>on  as 
the  attempt  is  made  to  pass  in  an  instrument.  If,  after  a  little 
moral  persuasion,  it  is  found  impossible  to  keep  the  patient's 
mouth  open  wide  enough,  we  resort  to  a  mouth  distender  or  spec- 
ulum, and  pass  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  through  it.  Of  these 
there  are  many  forms,  A  short  glass  speculum,  similar  to  that 
employed  by  the  obstetrician,  but  unsilvered  and  not  blackened, 
about  an  inch  and  an  eighth  in  diameter,  will  answer  the  indi- 
cation, and  permit  the  passage  of  an  ordinary  mirror.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  tongue  is  retained  in  the  mouth,  and  is 
kept  depressed  by  the  position  of  the  speculum.  Trouble  of  this 
kind,  however,  is  infrequent,  and  the  practitioner  will  rarely 
have  occasion  for  the  use  of  a  mouth  distender  ;  though  it  may 
be  mentioned  in  passing  that  such  a  contrivance  will  be  found 
highly  convenient  in  making  applications  to  the  throats  of  re- 
fractory patients. 

The  management  of  the  tongue  sometimes  becomes  a  matter 
of  considerable  annoyance.  At  the  commencement  of  a  laryn- 
goscopic examination  it  will  often  be  found,  too  truly,  an  un- 
ruly member.  The  position  of  the  organ  most  favorable  for 
the  purpose  is  obtained  when  it  is  moderately  protruded  by 
the  action  of  its  own  muscles,  its  body  resting  quietly  upon 
the  floor  of  the  mouth,  and  its  base  guttered  into  a  broad  sulcus. 
It  requires  some  practice  for  the  majority  of  individuals  to  ac- 
custom themselves  to  maintaining  the  tongue  in  this  position, 
but  the  ability  to  do  so  is  readily  acquired  by  frequent  practice, 
especially  before  the  glass. 

Then  again,  the  tongue  often  rises  up  involuntarily  as  soon 
as  any  foreign  body  passes  the  teeth,  and  it  may  rise  sufficiently 
to  push  the  mirror  to  the  very  roof  of  the  mouth.  It  is  neces- 
sary that  the  base  of  the  tongue  should  be  directed  forvi-ards 
and  downwards,  so  as  to  increase  the  pharyngeal  space,  and  to 
draw  the  epiglottis  up  by  the  tension  on  the  glotto-epiglottic 
ligament ;  for  the  epiglottis  in  most  peojile  overlooks  the  la- 
rj-ngeal    aperture,   and,  imless    moderately   erect,   it  will,   to 
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a  gieater  or  le&jer  extent,  intercept  the  view  of  the  inti-a- 
laryiigeal  structures.  It  is  an  excellent  plan  to  instruct  the 
patient  to  hollow  his  tongue  at  the  base,  and  tlien  thrust  it 
forcibly  forwards  out  of  the  mouth  ;  when,  if  he  cannot  main- 
tain it  in  this  position  without  aid,  it  may  be  held  by  the  thumb 
and  fingers  of  the  disengaged  hand  of  the  observer,  guarded  by 
a  glove,  handkerchief,  or  napkin ;  or,  what  is  more  convenient,  for 
many  reasons,  the  tongue  may  be  intrusted  to  the  patient's  own 
fingers.  The  fingei-s  of  the  patient  in  holding  his  tongue  should 
be  applied  above  and  the  thumb  below,  and  he  should  use  the 
right  hand  when  the  observer  intends  to  hold  the  laryngoscopic 
mirror  in  his  own  right  hand,  and  vice  verm.  This  will  keep 
the  lingei-s  out  of  the  way.  The  tongue  should  not  be  pulled 
downwards  with  any  force,  lest  the  fra»num  be  injured  by  pres- 
sure upon  the  incisor  teeth.  If  any  result  of  this  kind  is  to  be 
apprehended,  it  may  be  prevented  by  the  interjx)sition  of  a 
compress.  A  great  deal  of  ingenuity  has  been  manifested  in 
the  invention  of  tongue-depressors  and  tongue-forceps  for  the 
purpose  of  retaining  the  tongue  in  the  desired  position.  The 
employment  of  any  mechanical  contrivance  whatever  for  hold- 
ing the  tongue  is  greatly  to  be  deprecated,  and  should  be  avoid- 
ed as  a  rule.  Occasionally  it  does  seem  impossible  to  get  along 
without  something  of  the  kind,  but  the  alternative  is  to  be 
acknowledii:ed  with  reluctance. 

If  the  tongue  is  so  fleshy  that  it  occupies  too  much  space  in 
the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  or  so  restless  that  it  keeps  bobbing 
about,  we  can  often  press  it  down  or  restrain  its  movements  by 
the  simple  contact  upon  it  of  a  pen-handle,  pocket-probe,  or  even 
the  forefinger  ;  something  to  steady  it,  as  it  wei"e. 

At  times,  however,  a  tongue-depressor  is  indispensable.  The 
tongue-depressor  in  ordinary  use  is  not  suitable  for  thepui'poses 
of  laryngoscopy,  inasmuch  us  it  depresses  the  anterior  ]X)rtion 
of  the  tongue  merely,  forcing  the  base  backwards  upon  the 
epiglottis — the  very  effect  we  wish  to  avoid.  Nor  should  we  use 
one  that  is  fenestrated,  for  it  permits  a  iK)rtion  of  the  tongue  to 
rise  through  the  fenestrum,  thereby  intercepting  the  view. 

The  tongue-depressor  pictured  in  Fig.  4  is  believed  to  fill  at 
least  every  indication  claimed  for  many  of  the  more  elaborate 
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and  complicated  appliances  that  have  been  invented  for  the 
game  purpose.  The  handle,  being  bent  upon  the  tongue-portion 
at  an  angle,  turns  in  towards  the  neck  when  the  instrument  is 
ai)plied  to  the  tongue  ;  thus  the  hand  in  which  it  is  held  is  kept 
out  of  the  observer's  way ;  while,  by  bringing  the  handle  forward 
towards  the  perpendicular,  the  base  of  the  tongue  is  necessarily 
pressed  downwards  and  drawn  forwards,  elevating  the  epiglottis, 
and  securing  a  favorable  position  for  successful  examination. 

This  instrument,  or  a  substitute,  frequently  introduced  by  the 
patient  at  home,  will  overcome  sensibility  of  the  base  of  the 
tongue,  whether  preternatural  or  ordinary. 

With  such  a  tongue-depressor,  properly  constructed  and  well 
applied,  it  will  be  no  unusual  occurrence  to  expose  at  once  to 
direct  vision  the  lingual  surface  of  the  epiglottis  with  more  or 
less  of  its  crest,  the  glotto-epiglottic  ligament  or  fold,  and  the 
lingual  sinuses  at  either  side  ;  and,  of  course,  a  large  extent  of 
the  pharynx.  Once  in  position,  it  can  be  very  advantageously 
intnisted  to  the  management  of  the  patient.  It  is  to  be  under- 
stood, however,  that  this  tongue-depressor  is  not  recommended 
for  habitual  use.  It  is  better  to  avoid  every  artificial  means  to 
hold  the  tongue,  and  we  can  avoid  doing  so  in  nearly  every 
case,  if  time  permits.  A  little  practice  will  enable  the  patient 
to  maintain  his  tongue  in  a  favorable  position  ;  and  as  contact 
with  the  organ  can  be  avoided  in  the  introduction  of  the  mirror 
by  the  motion  of  flexion  of  the  wrist,  as  already  described,  the 
tongue-spatula  can  almost  always  be  dispensed  with. 

"  Irritability  of  the  fauces "  is  another  obstacle  occasionally 
presented,  though  by  no  means  as  frequently  as  is  ordinarily  ima- 
gined. Nearly  every  unsuccessful  attempt  at  laryngoscopic  ex- 
amination attributed  to  this  cause  is  due  to  irritability  in  the  hand 
of  the  manipulator,  and  this  may  arise  from  want  of  skill  and 
want  of  patience  on  the  part  of  the  examiner.  This  once  over- 
come, irritability  of  the  fauces  will  cease  to  present  any  embar- 
rassment. Sometimes,  however,  there  does  exist  a  great  deal 
of  irritability  of  parts,  and  occasionally  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree, but  the  instancies  are  few  and  far  between.  It  may  often 
be  overcome  by  impressing  the  patient  with  the  necessity  of 
controlling  it  by  strong  mental  effort.     Gentle  manipulation 
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of  the  parts  with  a  probe  or  groove-director  will  often  succeed. 
Astringent  and  other  solutions  may  be  applied  locally  to  the 
parts.  If  time  is  not  of  much  importance,  and  other  circum- 
stances permit,  large  doses  (30  to  60  gi-s.)  of  bromide  of  potas- 
sium may  be  given,  at  intervals  of  three  or  four  hours,  for 
tliree  or  four  successive  doses ;  and  they  will  be  found  occa- 
sionally to  induce  a  considerable  amount  of  tolerance  of  mani- 
pulation. Gargles,  and  sprays  of  alum,  tannin,  bromide  of 
potassium,  and  bromide  of  ammonium ;  sprays  of  sulphuric 
ether,  rhigolene  and  chimogene ;  pencillings  with  astringents 
and  caustics ;  pencillings  with  solutions  of  morj)hia  in  chloro- 
form ;  the  local  contact  of  small  bits  of  ice ;  the  inhalation 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  drops  of  chlorofonn,  and  a  still 
longer  list  of  other  methods  have  been  recommended  for  this 
purpose.  Many  of  the  most  inefficient  of  these  have  been 
those  most  highly  extolled,  perhaps  from  having  chanced  to 
succeed  in  the  only  case  in  which  they  were  tried.  Of  all  these 
devices  the  best  are  the  contact  of  the  nebulized  spray  of  a 
solution  of  tannin,  and  the  inhalation  of  a  few  whifFs  of  chloro- 
form. But  the  most  judicious  plan  will  be  found  to  consist  in 
overcoming  the  sensibility  of  tlie  parts  by  repeated  contact 
of  the  laryngoscopic  mirror. 

The  writer  some  years  ago  expressed  the  opinion  *  that  this 
irritability  of  tongue  and  fauces  is  in  the  main  due  to  indiges- 
tion, and  often  attendant  upon  the  digestive  act  itself.  Hence 
he  adopted  the  simple  plan  of  not  making  the  examination  in 
such  cases  until  three  or  four  hours  after  a  meal.  This  expe- 
dient has  been  found  to  answer  its  purpose  in  a  large  propor- 
tion of  instances.  When  marked  disorder  of  the  digestive 
apparatus  exists,  a  smart  purge  administered  the  night  previous 
will  lessen  the  sensibility  of  the  parts  the  next  morning. 

Enlargement  of  the  tonsils  may  prevent  the  introduction  of 
the  circular  mirror,  and  render  the  employment  of  an  oval  one 
necessary.  If  the  mirror  used  be  broader  than  the  space  be- 
tween the  hypertrophied  glands,  it  is  to  be  pushed  right  back 


'  The  Medical  Reeord.    1860,  vol.  i.,  p.  349. 
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between  them  and  behind;  and  although  they  cover  the  side  of 
the  mirror  somewhat  in  resuming  their  position,  sufficient  re- 
flecting surface  usually  remains  exposed  to  permit  of  a  satis- 
factory examination.  The  movement  of  passing  the  tonsils 
must  be  done  with  great  celerity,  and  it  is  then  hardly  recog- 
nized by  the  patient.  If  the  tonsils  are  hypertrophied  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  preclude  the  introduction  of  the  oval  mirror, 
tliey  mHst  be  excised. 

Elongation  of  the  uvula  may  become  a  source  of  difficulty,  by 
hanging  below  the  mirror,  reflecting  its  own  image,  and  inter- 
cepting the  view  of  the  parts  to  be  examined.  If  it  cannot  be 
retracted  by  titillation  or  astringent  applications,  the  exuber- 
ant portion  must  be  clipped  off. 

An  unfavorable  position  of  the  epiglottis  is  a  much  more 
serious  obstacle  than  any  which  has  yet  been  discussed.  Here, 
Nature  has  occasionally  placed  an  impediment  to  laryngoscopic 
examination.  Sometimes  as  a  congenital  conformation,  some- 
times as  the  result  of  cicatrization,  sometimes  as  an  acquisition 
dependent  upon  a  vicious  mode  of  utterance  in  public  speaking, 
we  once  in  a  while  meet  with  a  depressed  epiglottis,  which 
overhangs  the  vestibule  of  the  larynx  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
preclude  the  passage  of  light  to  its  interior.  AVlien  this  con- 
dition exists  in  but  a  slight  degree,  and  more  especially  in 
acquired  cases,  it  may  be  overcome  by  frequently  pulling  the 
valve  forward  with  the  finger.  The  patient  can  \ery  readily 
be  instructed  to  do  this  for  himself.  Or  we  may  j)ass  a  suitably 
shaped  broad  blunt  hook  behind  the  epiglottis  and  pull  it  for- 
ward. Very  often  we  can  gain  a  momentary  view  into  the 
larynx  by  causing  the  patient  to  make  an  ironical  laugh,  or  to 
make  a  vocal  sound  during  inspiration,  or  to  make  a  sudden 
inspiration,  or  to  utter  the  sound  eh  with  a  very  high  pitch. 
These  movements  throw  the  epiglottis  upward  for  the  moment. 

Where  we  wish  to  make  a  thorough  examination  under  these 
circumstances,  or  even  a  superficial  examination  in  bad  cases  of 
this  condition,  we  must  resort  to  some  mechanical  contrivance 
to  raise  the  epiglottis  forcibly  and  maintain  it  in  an  erect  posi- 
tion.  One  of  the  best  is  a  stout  rod  bent  nearly  to  a  right  angle 
at  its  extremity  for  about  an  inch,  with  the  terminal  point  turned 
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Fig.  10. 


backwards.  If  we  are  merely  making  a  diagnosis,  we  intnist 
the  tongue  to  the  patient  himself,  and  introducing  the  laryngeal 
mirror  with  one  hand,  with  the  other  introduce,  by  the  aid  of 
the  reflection  in  the  laryngeal  mirror,  this  rod  or  staff  (Voltolini's 
staff)  beyond  the  epiglottis,  against  the  laryngeal  face  of  which 
the  bent  portion  is  to  be  pressed,  and  as  the  rod  is  drawn  for- 
ward, the  epiglottis  will  be  forcibly  raised  and 
held  in  jx>sition.  The  terminal  ix>int  of  the 
rod  which  is  turned  off  fn)m  the  rest  of  the 
hooked  end  cannot  press  against  the  epiglottis, 
and  thus  the  pain  of  the  operation  is  lessened. 
A  stout  whalebone  rod  squared  at  the  bent 
portion  will  answer  the  purpose  admirably. 
The  introduction  of  this  staff  requires  a  good 
deal  of  skill.  The  manipulation  nmst  be  made 
quietly,  but  with  a  firm  though  gentle  touch. 
We  need  not  handle  the  parts  roughly  just 
because  we  must  take  a  decided  hold  of  them. 
When,  however,  an  application  is  to  be  made 
within  a  larynx  with  a  depressed  epiglottis, 
we  need  an  appliance,  which,  when  in  posi- 
tion, can  be  held  by  the  patient  or  left  to  itself, 
for  we  will  have  both  hands  employed  witli 
other  instruments.  For  this  purpose  epiglot- 
tic pincettes,  forceps,  hooks,  needles,  snares, 
etc.,  have  been  devised,  to  seize  the  epiglottis 
and  hold  on  to  it.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to 
seize  the  epiglottis,  pierce  it  with  a  threaded 
needle,  and  thus  control  it;  it  is  not  even 
easy  to  seize  it  with  toothed  forceps.  And 
when  seized  in  this  way,  it  is  very  intolerant 
of  tlie  manipulation.  The  forceps  and  pin- 
cettes devised  for  holding  the  epiglottis  are 
intended  to  hang  on  to  it  during  an  operation, 
and  keep  it  erect  by  their  weight.  One  of  the 
most  convenient  instruments  for  this  purpose  is  the  toothed 
forceps  of  Von  Bruns,  depicted  in  Figure  10.  The  edge  of  the 
epiglottis  is  seized  between  the  serrated   blades,  which   close 


Von  Bmns*  pincette 

fur  holding  np  the 

epiglottis. 
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tightly  upon  it  when  pressure  is  taken  fi'om  the  spring  handle, 
and  the  instrument  is  allowed  to  hang  out  of  the  mouth  during 
an  operation.  A  reliable  instrument  for  managing  a  depressed 
epiglottis  has  not  yet  been  invented. 

These  instruments,  however,  require  care  and  discretion  in 
their  employment,  for  Schrotter,  than  whom  there  are  but  few 
moi*e  skilful  laryngbscopists,  lost  a  case  from  extensive  laryngeal 
oedema  consequent  upon  the  use  of  Von  Bruns'  instrument  for 
raising  the  epiglottis.* 

When  the  depression  of  the  epiglottis  has  been  produced  by 
the  contraction  of  cicatricial  tissue,  this  must  be  divided  by 
one  of  the  instruments  to  be  described  in  the  sequel. 

The  manner  of  breathing  sometimes  presents  an  impediment 
to  the  examination.  Nervous  individuals  are  excited  by  the 
paraphernalia  incident  to  a  laryngoscopic  examination,  espe- 
cially if  by  artificial  light,  and  are  apt  to  breathe  in  a  hurried, 
constrained,  or  spasmodic  manner.  This  iiregular  resjnration 
must  be  overcome  preparatory  to  a  successful  result.  By 
breathing  in  time  with  the  patient ;  by  accompanying  the 
breathing  at  first  with  a  sound  allowed  to  become  less  and  less 
audible  as  respiration  progresses ;  by  beating  time,  or  by  some 
similar  method,  we  control  the  excitability  of  the  patient,  and 
then  proceed  to  the  examination  as  quietly  and  as  gently  as 
possible. 

In  fact,  the  great  secret  of  success  in  laryngoscopic  examina- 
tion is  to  take  time  for  it,  and  to  have  patience  with  the  patient. 
It  is  useless  to  hurry  a  patient  or  to  scold  him  roundly,  for  this 
only  excites  him  the  more,  and  the  greater  the  excitement  or 
dread  under  which  he  is  laboring,  the  greater  is  his  susceptibility 
to  spasm  from  the  contact  of  the  mirror.  If  time  enough  can- 
not be  devoted  to  the  object  to  proceed  deliberately,  the  attempt 
had  better  be  abandoned,  or  postponed  to  a  more  convenient 
period. 

In  view  of  overcoming  the  sensibility  of  the  pharynx  and 
palate, — parts  which  are  pressed  upon  during  a  laryngoscopic  ex- 
amination,— and  thus  securing  a  more  jirolonged  tolerance  of  the 

1  Hediziniache  JahrbUcher,  1868,  zt.  Bd.  p.  72. 
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presence  of  the  miri'or,  it  has  been  suggested  to  resort  to  the  in- 
duction of  anaesthesia.  Complete  anaesthesia  is  not  applicable 
to  the  requirements  of  larvngoseopic  manipulations,  because  we 
desire  to  maintain  the  head,  mouth,  and  tongue  in  certain  posi- 
tions, and  it  is  necessary  in  almost  every  examination,  and  much 
more  so  in  the  performance  of  a  laryngeal  operation  through 
the  mouth,  to  ayail  ourselves  of  the  co-oj)eration  of  the  patient, 
whom  we  direct  to  make  tliis  or  the  other  physiological  move- 
ment, whitth  will  raise  the  epiglottis,  depress  the  tongue,  ap- 
proximate or  separate  the  vocal  cords,  etc.,  in  order  to  bring 
into  view  certain  structures  which  would  otherwise  remain  out 
of  the  line  of  vision. 

Apparatus  to  increase  the  Illuxnination. — It  has  already 
been  stated  tliat  a  good  light  is  an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to 
a  laryngoscopic  examination.  The  manipulation  of  the  laryn- 
goscopic  mirror  is  substantially  the  same,  no  matter  whence  the 
source  of  light  may  be  derived. 

It  is  only  during  a  short  i>eriod  of  day,  while  the  sun's  rays 
incline  to  the  horizontal,  that  we  are  enabled  to  avail  ourselves 
of  direct  sunlight,  tlie  brightest  illumination  that  we  can  em- 

When  the  time  of  day,  or  locittion  of  the  examining-room,  is 
unfavorable  to  the  utilization  of  the  direct  light  of  the  sun,  we 
may  reflect  tlie  rays  to  the  desired  point  by  receiving  them  upon 
a  small  plain  looking-glass  capable  of  being  turned  obliquely  in 
the  desired  direction.  This  glass  is  placed  on  a  convenient 
support,  as  a  stand  or  table,  so  that  it  will  receive  the  sun's  rays 
upon  its  surface.  A  cone  of  light  may  thus  be  reflected  to 
a  distant  point  of  the  apartment,  say  against  a  wall,  and  the 
patient  be  then  seated  so  that  his  mouth  will  intercept  the  cone. 
The  pharynx  will  then  be  brilliantly  illuminated,  and  the  ex- 
amination can  be  proceeded  with  as  already  described.  As  the 
day  advances  the  position  of  the  patient  will  have  to  be  altered 
in  compliance  with  the  track  of  the  sun. 

Sometimes  a  plane  mirror,  attached  to  the  forehead  of  the 
observer,  is  used  as  a  reflector  of  direct  solar  light. 

More  frequently  and  more  conveniently  a  concave  mirror  is 
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iiscd  to  reflect  the  diffuse  daylight  of  the  apartment.  This  la 
the  larjiig(»8coi)ic  reflector,  deiised  hy  Czeriiiak,  It  coiieistB 
of  a  concave  iniiTor  of  circular  form,  about  three  and  a  half 
ineliea  in  diameter,  with  a  focits  suited  to  the  visual  power  of 
the  observer,  A  focus  of  from  eight  to  twelve  inches  can  be 
uecd  by  the  majority  uf  persona;  hut  occaaionally  a  reflector 
must  he  made  especially  to  suit  the  fix;al  distance  of  the  ob- 
server's vision.  In  employing  this  reflector  the  patient  sits  so 
that  the  light  is  towards  his  back  or  to  one  aide,  and  the  observ- 
er sits  opposite  to  him,  with  the  reflector  in  his  hand,  or  upon  a 
stand  at  his  side,  or  attached  in  some  manner  to  his  forehead. 
Under  any  circumstance  the  mirror  must  be  mounted  in  such 
manner  as  to  be  susceptible  of  receiving  any  degree  of  inclina- 
tion or  obliquity.  The  light  is  then  received  ujxm  tlie  reflector, 
and  thence  reflected  into  the  mouth,  upon  the  spot  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  laryngoscopic  mirror. 

The  accompanying  drawing  exhibits  this  mode  of  examination. 


ExamtnatlOD  by  Artificial  Iji^ht. — In  employing  artificial 
illumination,  we  may  use  either  direct  or  reflected  light.  The 
former  method  is  the  favorite  one  in  France ;  the  latter  generally 
preferred  in  Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  the  United  States. 
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The  best  light  to  use  is  that  of  gas,  or  coal  oil.  Coal  oil 
furnishes  the  whiter  and  more  constant  light ;  gas  is  the  more 
convenient  in  management. 

In  order  to  concentrate  tlie  power  of  the  light  it  is  customary 
to  place  a  condensing  lens  in  front  of  it.  In  examining  by  direct 
light,  the  lamp,  with  the  lens  in  front  of  it,  is  placed  upon  a 
small  stand  or  table  behind  which  the  observer  sits.  A  shade 
behind  the  light  protects  his  eyes  from  its  direct  glare.  The 
patient  is  seated  directly  in  front  of  the  light,  which  is  placed 
at  such  a  height  as  to  cast  its  rays  straight  into  his  mouth.  The 
examiner  then  passes  his  arm  around  on  one  side  of  the  lamp 
and  makes  the  examination  as  bv  solar  liirht.  This  is  a  very 
good  method,  requiring  but  little  apparatus;  but  it  is  rather 
awkward,  in  consequence  of  the  light  being  between  patient 
and  observer,  and  because  its  direction  cannot  be  changed 
without  suspending  the  examination.  It  is  far  inferior  in  con- 
venience to  examination  by  reflected  light,  though,  perhaps, 
occasionally  more  advantageous  in  affording  a  brighter  illumi- 
nation. 

In  examining  by  reflected  light,  w^e  place  the  lamp  most  con- 
veniently to  one  side  (usually  the  right  side)  of  the  patient,  a 
little  behind  his  head  and  about  the  level  of  his  ear;  or  we  may 
place  the  light  directly  behind  and  above  the  patient's  head. 
Then  sitting  in  front  of  him  we  receive  the  rays  of  light  uix)n  a 
concave  reflector,  having  one-half  the  focal  distance  of  that 
with  which  we  work  by  sunlight.  Under  these  circumstances  we 
use  the  disc  of  light  just  within  or  just  beyond  the  inverted 
image  of  the  flame  a.s  the  illuminating  medium,  and  it  affords 
but  a  small  extent  of  luminosity.  By  placing  a  condensing  lens 
in  front  of  the  light,  we  collect  its  rays  and  obtain  a  large  cir- 
cle of  illumination  to  cast  into  the  mouth. 

The  best  illuminating  apparatus  yet  de\nsed  for  laryngosco 
pic  examination  is  that  of  Tobold,  as  depicted  in  Fig.  12. 

We  transcribe  essentially  Dr.  Beard's  translation  of  Tobold's 
description  of  this  illuminating  apparatus. 

"  Two  powerful  convex  glasses  {c  and  d)  of  equal  refraction 
are  fastened  in  a  brass  tube,  one  before  the  other,  close  to  the 
cylinder  of  a  lamp.     A  ring  separates  them  one  line  apart,  so 
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that  the  eurfacee  of  tlie  glass  do  not  nib  togotlier.  A  third 
lens  (y),  of  thi-ce-foiirthB  as  great  refraction,  but  of  larger  aper- 
ture, fonns  the  point  of  exit  for  the  converging  rays.  Tlie  appa- 
ratus can  be  adapted  to  any  ordinary  sliding  lamp.  To  secure 
the  most  intense  light,  we  must  take  care  that  the  inner  lens  (c) 
should  be  bmnght  close  to  the  cylinder  of  the  lamp,  by  means 
of  tlie  movable  bar  (i).  It  is  e\ident  tliat  the  apparatus  should  be 


lun  oiler  Tubold). 


BO  arranged  that  the  middle  of  tiie  flame  should  fall  as  accurate- 
ly as  [lossiblc  in  the  axis  of  the  lens.  This  axis  is  indicated  in 
tile  cut  by  a  horizontal  dotted  line. 

"  The  movable  doubly  articulating  arm  (m)  is  always  fastened 
beneath  the  oil-holder  of  the  lamp.'  Wben  it  is  necessary  to 
clean  the  lenses  (f)  and  {rl)  the  apparatus  is  unscrewed  at  (/*), 
The  large  outer  lens  (y)  can  be  taken  out  for  the  same  purpose, 
after  removing  the  ring  (A). 

The  concave  reflecting  mirror  (i),  TJ  centimetres  in  diameter. 


'  We  hsTe  found  It  more  conyenient  to  place  this  arm  above  the  nouroe  at 
}"""■'"*""",  ftUowinf  tlie  reflector  to  butg  down  in  front  of  the  apparatus. 
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is  made  of  glass,  covered  with  pure  galvanically  precipitated  sil- 
ver, and  is  fastened  in  metal.  It  is  perforated  in  the  centre,  and 
is  provided  with  a  stem  of  about  10  centimetres  in  length,  so 
that  by  means  of  tlie  screw  (s)  it  can  be  moved  up  or  down  to 
the  desired  position.  The  inclination  backwards  or  forwards, 
occasionally  necessary,  is  accomplished  by  means  of  a  simple 
hinge,  (o)  on  its  border.  A  lateral  inclination  of  the  reflector  is 
entirely  unnecessary,  since  this  position  can  be  readily  secured 
by  the  movable  arm. 

"  To  those  physicians  who  have  to  examine  a  great  number  of 
patients  daily  in  the  office,  I  recommend  the  use  of  a  stand 
for  holding  the  lamp,  as  is  shown  in  the  accompanying  cut. 
Fig.  13.  By  this  arrangement  an  appropriate  position  of  the 
whole  apparatus  can  be  secured  at  any  instant  during  an  opera- 
tion by  easy  manipulation,  without  laying  aside  the  instruments 
that  are  in  the  hand.  A  rod  (E)  runs  through  an  iron  clamp,  (F) 
that  is  fastened  to  the  table,  and  by  means  of  a  screw,  (y)  can  be 
fixed  at  any  height  corresponding  to  the  size  of  the  patient. 
The  metallic  horizontal  arm  (II),  on  a  movable  ring  on  the  stand, 
holds  a  short  movable  rod  (2),  on  which  the  lamp  and  its  accom- 
panying brass  tube  is  attached  and  screwed,  as  on  its  usual 
support. 

"  The  rod  (X)  permits  the  lenses  to  be  adjusted  to  the  centre 
of  the  flame. 

"  The  arm  (K),  with  three  joints,  turns  directly  on  the 
frame  (.v)." 

The  source  of  light  here  represented  is  in  each  instance  a 
coal-oil  lamp,  the  German  student  lamp,  capable  of  being  set  at 
any  elevation  upon  the  support,  and  of  being  changed  at  will. 

In  using  this  apparatus  the  flame  should  be  placed  about  on 
a  level  with  the  patient's  mouth,  but  not  near  enough  to  incom- 
mode him  by  the  heat. 

A  more  convenient  method  of  using  this  apparatus  is  to  take 
the  support  from  the  floor,  and  to  have  the  i*eflector  suspended 
above  the  lenses,  as  shown  in  Fig.  14.  This  keeps  the  supporting 
rod  out  of  the  way  of  the  left  hand  when  operating  upon  the 
larynx. 

The  apparatus  was  originally  arranged  in  this  way  by  the 
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writer  for  hiB  own  use,  the  source  of  light  being  an  argaud  gae- 
bumer  fed  from  a  convenient  bracket  by  means  of  flexible  tub- 


<>It«r  Tobold). 


ing.  This  adaptation  of  the  Tobold  lamp  leaves  little  to  be  de- 
sired. The  entire  illuminating  apparatus,  light,  lenses,  and  re- 
flector, being  attached  to  a  rod  movable  in  the  socket  of  the  sup- 
porting stand,  can  be  adjusted  readily  at  any  height,  and  turned 
in  any  direction  without  moving  each  portion  separately  as  in 
the  original  apparatus. 
3 


EXAMINATION   OF   THE   THROAT. 


Almost  all  the  reflectors  furnished  by  the  ingtniment-makera 
»re  perforated  in  the  centre.     This  arises  from  the  fact  that 
Czennak  took  the  idea  of  the 
laryngoeciipic   reflector    from 
that  of   the   ophthahnoscopic 
III  *"'"•    ^^  '^  occasionally  advan- 

,,!.——*     ^StJsT®  tageoustiiniakeiiBcof  theper- 

jk      m^^mt^MW^         '  forati'in,  so  as  to  look  in  the 

v7     ^^^^^HSr  I  ^  ^'^^'  ""'^  "^  ^''^  ^"■y^  ^^  I'g^'- 

The  perfomtion  is  by  no  means 
essential.  Tbo  reflectors  at- 
tached to  the  head  are  some- 
times suspended  before  one 
eye.  In  that  case  they  iiiiiet 
be  perforated.  A  band,  pad 
and  spring,  or  a  spectacle 
frame,  is  the  usual  means  of 
attaching  the  reflector  tt>  the 
head.  The  most  convenient 
method  is  to  use  a  bead-band 
of  elastic  webbing. 

In  employing  artificial  light 
we  must  shut  out  any  excess 
of  daylight.  A  dark  shade  be- 
fore tlie  window  stiffiees.  It  is 
uniiecest^rj'  to  exclude  the 
siniligbt  so  nmch  as  to  render 
it  diflicult  to  distinguish  ob- 
jects about  the  nwni. 

The  ingenuity  of   Dr.  To- 
^  bold  led  liim  to  devise  a  small 
Z^'^."^m^™"pn^.'^"l^'^*^^   ilhnninator  (Fig.  15), 
"   or  wt.  br  DMiit  of  •  mppoHiiig  rod.  lUdiiig  in  for  transportation  to  the  resi- 
*''  '  donee  of  patients ;  the  larger 

one  being  rather  cumbersome  for  this  piiriKjee.  It  is  con- 
etmcted  on  the  same  principles  as  the  larger  instrument,  and 
gives  just  as  good  an  illumination,  only  the  disc  of  light  is 
smaller.     It  is  arranged  for  attachment  to  the  student  lamp,  as 


Tabeld'i  IIlnMtt»tin«  Apixntiu,  trd  with  gt.  \ 
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seen  in  the  illiiatration,  but  can  be  verj'  readily  adjusted  to  a 
gas  jet.  With  this  iiietmineiit  I  have  been  able  to  perform  very 
delicate  operations  within  the  larynx,  eiich  as  cauterization,  the 
extraction  of  polyps,  local  applications  of  electricity,  etc. 


Auto-Laryngo8copy— Examination  of  one's  own  larynx. 

— It  is  highly  necessary  for  those  who  determine  to  attain  con- 
siderable skill  in  the  practice  of  larjTigoecopy,  to  acquire  the 
facility  of  examining  their  own  larj'ngeal  parts.  This  is  not  so 
much  an  aid  in  learning  how  to  manipulate  upon  patients,  as 
represented  in  many  articles  on  the  subject;  for,  whatever 
method  may  be  employed,  the  movement  required  to  introduce 
an  instniment  into  one's  own  throat  is  entirely  different  from  that 
employed  in  inserting  it  into  the  throat  of  another ;  besides  which, 
we  shall  rarely  encounter  a  patient  who  will  have  control  over  his 
head,  or  o^er  his  larjngeal  and  pharyngeal  stnictiires,  equal  to 
that  acquired  by  an  auto-larjngoscopist.  It  is  rarely,  too,  that 
one  will  be  able  to  demonstrate  readily  ujjon  a  patient  all  that  he 
can  observe  in  his  own  person ;  for  the  patient  has  not  the  prac- 
tice of  the  auto-laryngoecopist,  nor  the  same  interest  in  it ;  while, 
in  addition,  his  organs  are  seldom  iu  a  state  of  complete  nomia- 
lism,  or  he  would  have  no  occasion  to  ('onsult  the  pmctitioner. 
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Many  auto-laryngoscopists  have  acquired  the  power  of  exliib- 
iting  their  larynges  and  contents  to  a  wonderful  extent.  By 
reason  of  continued  practice,  the  involuntary  muscles  move  in- 
tuitively in  obedience  to  the  will,  while  the  operator  as  intuitively 
retracts  his  neck  or  elongates  it,  and  performs  various  other 
movements  wliich  would  be  absolutely  impossible  in  a  patient 
without  long  training,  lie  who  would  attain  skill  in  examina- 
tion of  patients  must  therefore  commence  at  once  upon  a  second 
person,  as  soon  as  he  has  mastered  the  regional  anatomy  of  the 
parts  concerned,  and  has  liad  some  preliminary  practice  on  the 
cadaver,  a  model,  or  an  excised  larj-nx  enclosed  in  a  box,  or  at- 
tached to  a  skull.  Two  or  more  individuals  studying  this  art 
together  can  alternate  for  each  other  as  patient  and  physician. 

But  auto-laryngoscopy  is  of  immense  value  to  the  science  of 
the  subject,  in  enabling  us  to  observe  the  effects,  natural  and 
acquired,  upon  the  organs  depicted,  of  various  normal  and  ab- 
normal physiological  efforts,  such  as  variations  in  respiration, 
intonation,  vocalization,  and  cantation ;  the  phenomena  of  sigh- 
ing, coughing,  retching,  and  deglutition,  etc.,  as  well  as  the 
study  of  the  muscular  movements  necessary  to  bring  into 
clearer  view  any  particular  portion  of  structure.  For  such  in- 
vestigation the  inquirer  will  find  no  more  submissive  patient 
than  himself. 

Several  modes  of  auto-larj^ngoscopy  may  be  adopted.  The 
mode  usually  employed  by  the  writer  is  to  take  tlie  seat  ordi- 
narily occupied  by  the  patient,  and  holding  a  hand-miiTor  so 
that  its  margin  shall  be  either  below  the  reflector  or  at  one  side 
of  it,  to  direct  the  light  into  his  mouth  and  introduce  the  mirror 
with  the  disengaged  hand,  when  the  image  is  at  once  seen  in  the 
hand-mirror.  This  method  is  simple  and  convenient  for  a  mere 
examination ;  but  if  it  is  desired  to  introduce  an  instrument  into 
one's  own  larynx,  it  would  be  necessary  to  have  the  looking-glass 
supported  in  the  proper  ix)sition,  so  that  both  hands  could  be 
employed  with  instruments.  In  this  way  three  or  four  persons, 
standing  in  front  of  the  auto-laiyngoscopist,  behind  the  mirror 
in  his  hand,  can  look  past  it  at  the  image  in  the  laryngeal  mir- 
ror, while  those  standing  behind  him  will  see  the  image  with 
him  in  the  hand-mirror.     Of  course  it  will  be  understood  with- 
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out  explanation  that  the  difiFering  angles  of  reflection  and  vision 
will  prevent  all  tUe  observers  from  seeing  precisely  the  same 
image.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding 
the  laryngeal  image  receives  in  auto-laryngoscopy  a  second 
reflection  before  it  can  meet  the  eve  of  the  observer,  and  on  that 
account  must  be  somewhat  less  distinct  than  the  image  observed 
in  the  larj-ngoscopic  mirror  itself,  the  auto-larjngoecopist  does  not 
use  the  perforation  of  his  reflector;  but  this  is  placed  a  consi- 
derable distance  in  front  of  him,  and  the  light  by  which  the 
image  is  conducted  to  his  eye  is  first  reflected  upon  the  liand- 
glass  from  the  laryngeal  mirror,  not  only  at  quite  a  distance 
from  his  eye,  but  totally  removed  from  direct  vision  and  hidden 
deep  in  the  cavity  of  the  mouth.  This  is  a  strong  ocular  de- 
monstration that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  perforated  reflector. 
With  a  perforated  reflector  before  liis  eye  in  this  method  of 
auto-laryngoscopy,  the  observer  could  not  obtain  a  distinct  view 
of  the  image  at  all.  With  the  light  at  the  side  of  the  mirror  in 
which  the  observer  is  to  see  the  image  of  his  own  larynx,  so  that 
its  rays  fall  upon  a  reflector  attached  to  the  head,  there  is  some 
diflFerence,  but  he  will  find  looking  through  the  perforation 
satisfactorily  an  exceedingly  diflicult  matter. 

The  method  of  auto-laryngoscopy  practised  by  Czermak  is  as 
follows:  The  reflector  is  placed  \\\)OXi  a  stand  eighteen  or  twenty 
inches  in  front  of  the  observers  mouth.  A  quadrilateral  mir- 
ror, also  mounted  on  a  stand,  is  placed  a  foot  nearer,  but  in  such 
a  manner  that  its  upper  edge  is  about  level  with  the  lower  edge 
of  the  reflector  behind  (Fig.  16).  The  flame  of  the  lamp  having 
been  placed  near  the  quadrilateral  mirror,  the  observer  throws  the 
light  into  his  mouth  with  the  reflector,  and,  having  introduced 
the  larjmgeal  mirror,  sees  the  image  in  the  quadrilateral  one. 
Previous  to  his  adaptation  of  the  ophthalmoscopic  reflector, 
Czermak  performed  auto-larjTigoscopy  by  direct  light  in  front 
of  the  mouth,  holding  a  plane  mirror  in  such  way  that  the  light 
should  pass  beneath  the  mirror  and  between  the  hands  into  the 
pharynx. 

With  sunlight  the  auto-laryngoscopy  can  be  made  with  the 
reflector  or  without  it,  according  to  circumstances  or  conveni- 
ence. 
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An  ingenious  method  of  auto-laiynguecopy,  teaching  the  ob- 
server at  the  same  time  the  proper  mana^ment  of  the  light 
and  of  the  frontal  reflector  in  the  examination  of  patients,  has 


been  introduced  bv  Dr.  George  Johnson.  Ilis  own  description, 
copied  from  the  London  Lancet  for  August,  1S64,  is  as  follows : 
"One  of  the  most  useful  means  of  acquiring  skill  and  confi- 
dence in  the  examination  of  the  larynx  is  the  practice  of  auto- 
lai^iigoscopy — that  is,  the  examination  of  one's  own  larvnx. 
Various  methods  of  aato-larjngoecopy  have  been  proposed  and 
practised.  The  simplest  and  most  satisfactory  plan  is  one  which 
is  verj'  easy  of  execution,  and  which  requires  no  special  appa- 
ratus.   Tlie  concave  reflector  on  the  forehead,  and  the  laryngeal 
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uiirror  which  is  used  in  the  examination  of  others,  with  a  com- 
luou  looking-glass  and  a  lamp,  constitute  the  whole  of  the  appa- 
ratus. The  method  of  operating  is  tliis :  Sitting  at  a  table  of 
couvenieut  height,  I  place  a  looking-glass  at  a  distance  of  about 
eighteen  inches  in  front  of  me,  and  a  moderator  or  gas-lamp  on 
one  side  of  the  glass,  but  two  or  three  inches  further  back,  so 
that  tlie  light  may  not  pass  directly  from  the  lamp  to  the  mirror. 
Now,  with  the  reflector  on  my  forehead,  I  direct  the  mirror,  as 
it  were,  into  the  open  mouth  of  my  own  image  in  the  lookuig- 
glass ;  then  introducing  the  laryngeal  mirror  into  my  mouth,  I 
see  the  reflection  of  my  larynx  and  trachea  in  the  glass  before 
me,  and  any  one  looking  over  my  head  or  shoulder  can  see  the 
image  at  the  same  time.  This  method,  therefore,  serves  for 
auto-laryngoscopy  and  for  demonstration ;  in  other  words,  the 
experimenter  can,  by  this  means,  see  his  own  larynx  and  show 
it  to  others- 

"  This  method  certainly  possesses  some  advantage  over  that 
employed  by  Czemiak.  In  the  first  place,  Czermak's  plan 
requires  a  special  apparatus,  which  is  too  complicated  and  costly 
to  allow  of  its  coining  into  general  use.  Although  I  possess 
Czenuak's  instrument  for  auto-lan-ngoscopy,  1  have  quite  ceased 
to  use  it,  because  I  find  the  other  plan  easier  and  more  satis- 
factory. I  find,  f<»r  instance,  while  I  am  holding  the  laryngeal 
mirror  with  my  right  hand,  and  changing  the  position  of  my 
head  so  as  to  obtain  different  views  of  the  larvux,  I  can  with 
the  greatest  readiness  make  any  required  change  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  light  by  adjusting  the  frontal  reflector  with  my  left 
hand.  This  adjustment  of  the  light  cannot  so  readily  be  made 
with  Czennak's  apparatus,  on  account  of  the  distance  at  which 
the  reflector  is  fixed  on  a  brass  stem  op}x>&ite  the  experimenter. 

"  For  begiimers  in  the  art  of  laryngc»scopy,  this  method  affords 
a  very  useful  means  of  training  and  practice.  One  of  the  chief 
difficulties  at  first  is  to  keep  a  steady  light  in  the  patient's 
mouth  while  the  laryngeal  mirror  is  being  introduced.  Now 
the  student,  after  arranging  his  looking-glass  and  his  lamp,  may 
direct  the  light  from  the  frontal  reflector  into  his  own  open 
mouth  in  the  looking-glass.  This  process  differs  scarcely  at  all 
from  that  which  he  will  have  to  practise  on  his  patients.     Then, 
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having  learned  to  keep  the  light  steady,  he  may  practise  tlie  in- 
troduction of  the  faucial  mirror,  and  he  will  soon  see  the  inte- 
rior of  his  own  larynx  and  trachea.  I  have  seen  several  of  my 
medical  friends  and  pupils  succeed  in  doing  all  this  within  less 
than  half  an  hour  of  their  first  attempt. 

"  It  is  important  to  observe  that,  in  practising  this  method  of 
auto^laryngoscopy,  both  eyes  may  be  protected  fi*om  the  glare 
of  the  lamp.  The  lamp  is  most  constantly  placed  by  the  side 
of  the  glass  to  the  left  of  the  operator.  The  right  eye  is  then 
shaded  by  the  lower  margin  of  the  reflector  on  the  forehead, 
and  the  left  eye  may  readily  be  shaded  by  one  or  two  fingers 
of  the  left  hand  placed  at  the  edge  of  the  reflector.  The  fingei'S 
thus  placed  serve  at  once  as  a  shade  for  the  left  eye,  and  a 
means  of  moving  the  reflector  when  the  direction  of  the  liglit 
has  to  be  changed.  If  the  experimenter  desires  to  show  his 
larynx  to  several  persons  at  once,  he  can  readily  do  this  by 
having  the  mirror  in  front  of  him  of  small  size,  about  three 
inches  square,  and  fixed  at  a  convenient  height ;  the  small  flat 
mirror  belonging  to  Czermak's  auto-laryngoscopic  apparatus 
may  be  used  for  this  purpose.  Thus,  while  two  or  three  persons 
standing  behind  him  can  see  the  reflection  of  his  larynx  in  the 
glass,  two  or  three  others  standing  in  front  of  him,  and  lcx)king 
over  the  top  and  by  the  sides  of  the  glass  into  his  mouth,  may 
see  the  direct  reflection  of  the  larynx  from  the  faucial  mirror." 

It  must  be  remembered  that  in  tliis  method  of  Dr.  Johnson 
the  image  is  not  quite  as  distinct  as  in  the  other  methods  de- 
scribed, because  the  rays  of  light  do  not  pass  to  the  laryngosco- 
pic  mirror  directly  from  the  reflector,  but  are  reflected  from  the 
looking-glass  in  which  the  image  is  seen,  and  upon  which  the 
light  is  directed  by  the  reflector. 

Demonstro-Larsrngosoopy. — The  Exhibition  of  a  Pa- 
tient's Larynx  to  others. — The  examiner  has  frequently 
occasion  to  exhibit  the  condition  of  a  patient's  larynx  to  one  or 
more  persons,  either  for  purposes  of  consultation  or  for  those  of 
demonstration.  This  is  demonstrative  laryngoscopy,  and  has 
been  termed  by  Dr.  Morell  Mackenzie,  of  London,  recipro-laryu- 
goscopy.     It  is  often  quite  difticult  of  satisfactory  execution. 
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A  second  person — and  the  difBculty  is  obviously  increased  as 
the  number  of  observers  becomes  more  numerous — in  order  to 
see  the  image  which  the  first  observer  is  examining,  must  look 
by  the  side  of  the  observer's  head,  or  over  his  shoulder ;  conse- 
quently, his  angle  of  vision  being  diflFerent,  be  cannot  see  the 
relations  of  the  image  exactly  as  they  are  being  described  to 
him ;  and  the  operator,  in  moving  his  own  head  a  little  aside 
in  order  to  afford  this  second  observer  a  better  view,  can  hardlv 
avoid  changing  the  position  of  the  mirror  a  little,  and  it  will 
then  reflect  parts  which  are  not  being  designedly  demonstrated, 
while  other  parts  of  the  structures  will  be  entirely  beyond  the 
field  of  reflection. 

To  overcome  this  difliiculty,  and  learn  how  to  manage  the 
mirror  and  one's  head,  so  that  those  about  the  observer  can  be 
enabled  to  see  distinctly  the  image  of  any  particular  portion  of 
the  parts  which  it  is  desired  to  demonstrate,  requires  a  great 
deal  of  practice,  and  often,  in  addition,  peculiar  capabilities ; 
for,  owing  to  a  law  of  physics,  from  the  narration  of  which,  to 
borrow  the  expressive  phrase  of  Semeleder,  "  we  will  spare  the 
reader,"  the  second  observer  cannot  simultaneously  with  the 
demonstrator  see  the  whole  of  the  image  which  is  being  ex- 
plained to  him. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  in  making  a  laryngoscopic 
demonstration  that,  as  with  the  beginner's  early  use  of  the 
microscope,  persons  unaccustomed  to  the  employment  of  the 
lar\^lgoscope,  and  not  sufliciently  familiar  with  the  regional 
anatomy  of  the  larj-nx  so  as  to  know  the  character  of  normal 
image  that  should  be  perceived  in  the  different  portions  of  the 
mirror,  will  fail  to  recognize  all  that  is  pointed  out  to  them, 
although  it  may  be  distinctly  visible.  Experience  in  viewing 
laryngeal  images  is  therefore  highly  necessarj'  before  abnormal 
alterations  and  pathological  conditions  can  be  detected. 

Demonstro-laryngoscopy  rarely  affords  as  satisfactory  a  de- 
monstration as  auto-laryngoscopy,  because  the  larynx  of  a 
patient  cannot  be  brought  under  that  amount  of  control  which 
the  auto-laryngoscopist's  self-interest  prompts  him  to  acquire ; 
besides  which,  in  a  patient,  the  normal  relations  of  the  part 
may  have  become  so  altered  by  disease  as  to  render  a  satisfac- 
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tory  demonstration  impossible  to  those  themselves  unable  to 
handle  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  with  the  skill  of  an  expert. 

The  writer  finds  placing  a  liand-mirror  in  tlie  gi*asp  of  a 
patient  a  good  method  of  demonstro-laryngoscopy ;  and  also 
placing  a  toilet-mirror  by  his  own  side  at  the  pn>j>er  lieight. 
Then,  several  individuals  standing  behind  the  patient,  can  see  the 
image  he  himself  sees  in  the  mirror  in  his  hand,  while  others, 
looking  past  his  head  or  over  liis  shoulders,  can  see  the  image  iu 
the  toilet-mirror.  In  the  office  of  the  writer,  the  examining 
table  is  placed  directly  in  front  of  a  lxx)k-case  in  whose  doors 
are  panelled  mirn)rs.  The  observer  sitting  in  front  of  these 
mirrors,  his  back  towards  them,  tlie  examination  is  conducted  iu 
the  method  previously  described,  and  several  standing  at  either 
side  of  him  see  the  direct  image,  while  a  number  standing  be- 
hind the  patient  see  the  reflected  operation  in  the  mirrors  of  the 
book-case ;  in  viewing  which,  the  parts  being  twice  reflected, 
are  not  seen  reversed  as  in  viewing  the  direct  image.  If,  in 
addition,  a  mirror  is  placed  by  the  patient's  side,  and  another  in 
his  hand,  a  still  larger  class  can  witness  the  same  demonstration. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  if  one  of  a  tliird  party  of  two,  three,  or 
four,  standing  on  the  left  side  of  the  patient,  at  whose  right  is 
stationed  the  illuminating  apparatus,  take  in  his  hand  a  large 
lar}'ngoscopic  mirror  and  hold  it  obliquely  before  tlie  patient's 
mouth,  on  his  right  side,  in  such  way  that  it  receives  light  re- 
flected from  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  within  the  mouth,  he  too, 
and  two  or  three  at  his  side,  can  see  the  laryngeal  image  distinctly, 
without  interfering  with  the  other  observers.  In  this  way  a  de- 
monstration can  be  made  at  the  same  time  to  quite  a  large  class. 
Tlie  extra-laryiigoscopic  mirror  intended  to  be  held  obliquely 
in  front  of  the  patient's  mouth  may  be  permanently  attached  to 
the  illuminating  apparatus  by  means  of  a  little  ami  similar  to 
tlie  attachment  of  Tobold's  reflector.  As  this  mirror,  toi>,  will 
become  dimmed  by  the  halitus  of  the  breath  when  held  quite 
near  the  mouth,  it  must  be  heated  or  otherwise  prepared,  to  pre- 
vent condensation  of  moist  ui*e  on  its  surface.  WTien  held  by  the 
hand  from  the  opposite  side,  the  stem  must  be  placed  undermost, 
80  that  it  be  out  of  the  way  of  the  first  laryngoscopic  mirror, 
and  beneath  it  when  the  latter  has  been  passed  to  the  phar}'iix. 


INFRA-GLOTTIC    LARYNGOSCOPY.  43 

To  a  teacher  of  laryngoscopy,  the  employment  of  the  second 
laryngoscopic  mirror  in  this  way  will  enable  him  to  watch  and 
direct  the  movements  of  a  pupil  much  more  accui-ately  and 
satisfactorily  than  by  any  other  method  with  which  the  writer 
is  acquainted ;  while  at  the  same  time  he  will  see  a  similar  image 
to  that  which  is  being  examined  in  the  mirror  in  the  mouth,  and 
be  entirely  out  of  the  way  of  the  operator's  movements. 

Dr.  Smyly,  of  Dublin,  has  contrived  an  apparatus  for  demon- 
strating to  others  the  larynx  of  a  patient.  He  uses  one  of 
Weiss's  frontal  bands  to  which  is  attached  by  a  split  tube  a  per- 
forated reflector  that  is  placed  over  one  eye.  Attached  by  a 
second  split  tube  to  a  brass  rod  bent  at  an  angle  of  45°  is  a 
small  square  plane  glass  mirror  set  in  brass,  that  is  placed  in 
f  nmt  of  the  other  eye  ;  and  those  observers  standing  behind  the 
patient  see  the  reflected  image  in  this  square  mirror.  This 
apparatus  is  somewhat  clumsy  and  awkward  for  the  operator, 
necessitating  considerable  familiarity  with  its  use  for  its  satis- 
factory employment. 

Infra-Glottio  Ijaryngosoopy,  or  Traoheosoopy.  —  Tra- 
cheal Laryngosoopy. — Examination  through  a  wound  in 
the  Trachea  or  liBTynx„>—T>i\^e\\d6rier {Wiener Zeitschrift 
fur  j>rakt.  Jleilkunde^  Nov.  12,  1858)  was  the  fii-st  to  conceive 
the  idea  of  examining  the  laryngeal  and  tracheal  structures 
by  means  of  a  mirror  passed  through  the  wound  left  after  laryn- 
gotomy  or  tracheotomy,  and  demonstrated  its  possibility  on  the 
cadaver.  Fortune  very  approi)riately  favored  Czermak,  the 
great  promoter  of  this  whole  art,  who  soon  after,  early  in  1859, 
proved  the  practicability  of  this  method  of  examination  upon 
the  person  of  a  living  patient.  Von  Bruns,  of  Tubingen,  fol- 
lowed in  March  of  the  same  year,  since  which  time  the  records 
of  many  cases  have  been  ])ublished. 

In  this  manner  the  deejHjr  structures  of  the  trachea  can  be 
more  minutely  explored,  and  inspection  be  obtained  of  the 
lower  surface  of  the  vocal  cords— an  examination  otherwise  im- 
practicable. This  method  is,  of  course,  of  very  limited  applica- 
tion, from  paucity  of  subjects ;  but  in  the  laryngeal  or  tracheal 
troubles  of  patients  whose  parts  have  been  opened,  it  affords  an 
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addition  to  our  means  of  diagnosis  of  which  we  are  bound  to 
avail  ourselves.  It  very  often  happens  that  pathological  changes 
following  suicidal  wounds,  or  the  operation  of  tmcheotoniy  or 
laryngotomy,  will  prevent  by  tumefaction,  or  contraction  from 
cicatrization,  the  possibility  of  obtaining  a  good  view  into  the 
parts  from  above,  and  consequently  prevent  a  strictly  local  ajv 
plication  to  any  desired  spot.  Under  such  circumstances  we 
have  the  advantage  presented  of  being  enabled  to  introduce 
instruments  under  sight,  through  the  external  opening. 

The  presence  of  the  ordinary  curved  tracheotomy  tube  will 
prevent  this  examination.  The  introduction  of  a  canule  with  a 
long  fenestrum  in  its  upper  surface  will  permit  the  intixKluction 
of  a  mirror  ;  or  a  short,  plain,  straight  tube  may  be  employed  ; 
or  the  edges  of  the  womid  may  be  kept  apart  by  a  two-leaved 
ear  speculum,  or  by  hooks  attached  to  a  ribbon  passing  round 
the  back  of  the  neck  fi-om  one  side  to  the  other.  The  best  mir- 
rors for  an  examination  of  this  kind  are  those  made  of  thin 
plates  of  polished  steel ;  because,  as  they  are  necessarily  exceed- 

Fio.  17. 


Tot  old*!  perforated  cannla,  and  small  metallic  mirror  for  infra-glottlo  laryngoscopy  (after  Tobold). 

ingly  small,  we  thereby  avoid  the  loss  of  reflecting  surface 
which  would  be  caused  by  even  a  narrow  setting.  The  shape 
of  the  mirror  may  be  round  or  oval.  The  stem  of  the  mirror 
must  curve  strongly  downwards  from  its  reflecting  surface,  so 
that  when  introduced  within  the  tube,  the  handle  will  be  con- 
siderably below  the  opening  in  the  structures.  Fig.  17  repre- 
sents Tobold's  appliances  for  infra-glottic  laryngoscopy.   The  best 
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results  are  obtained  by  direct  sunlight ;  and  when  artificial  light 
is  employed  it  must  be  reflected  horizontally  through  the  axis  of 
the  wound  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  tube.  As  the  mirror 
dims  much  more  quickly  than  whien  held  in  the  pharynx,  and 
heating  it  in  the  ordhiary  mode  would  necessite  its  almost 
momentary  removal,  it  is  best  to  protect  its  surface  by  spreading 
over  it  a  delicate  layer  pf  gum-water,  sugar  and  water,  glycer- 
ine, or  dissolved  caoutchouc.  It  must  be  expected  to  find  res- 
piration impeded  by  the  presence  of  the  mirror  in  the  respira- 
tory tube.  There  is  great  irritability  of  the  structures  from  the 
contact  of  a  foreign  body,  which  renders  the  operation  by  no 
means  an  easy  one;  besides  which,  difficulties  will  often  be 
encountered  from  i)athological  changes  which  may  have  fol- 
lowed the  surgical  operation. 

In  this  manner  we  can  examine  the  lower  surface  of  the  true 
vocal  cords  ;  the  posterior  wall  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  ;  the 
lower  attachment  of  the  epiglottis,  and  its  laryngeal  surface  from 
the  point  of  insertion  all  the  way  to  its  free  border ;  and  the 
anterior  face  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages ; — light  being  thrown 
through  the  glottis,  w^hen  opened,  clear  on  to  the  pharynx  and 
velum. 

In  the  ordinary  laryngoscopic  examination  we  see  the  vocal 
cords  of  a  pearly  white  color.  In  infiti-glottic  laryngoscopy  wo 
find  tlie  lower  surface  of  these  cords  to  be  reddisli  in  color,  as 
is  tlie  whole  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx ;  so  that  some- 
times the  cords  can  be  recognized  as  such  only  by  tlieir  move- 
ments. 

Dr.  Semeledcr,  of  Vienna,  has  rejwrted '  a  series  of  auto  infra- 
glottic  examinations  obserNed  by  a  medical  gentleman.  "  A 
physician  from  abroad  was  taken  sick  with  typhus,  which  led  to 
perichondritis  laryngea;  after  laryngotomy  and  the  discharge 
of  a  piece  of  necrosed  cartilage,  he  was  so  far  cured  that  he 
could  attend  to  his  business ;  but  he  was  obliged  to  wear  the 
canula  for  an  indefinite  period.  He  was  often  examined  by 
the  laryngoscopists  of  Vienna ;  but  a  view  of  the  glottis  from 
above  was  impossible,  and  even  the  apices  of  the  arytenoid  car- 


*  Wiinoncopy  and  Laryngoscopy  ;  CasweU^B  traxudation,  p.  06. 
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tilages  were  Been  very  imperfectly  and  with  much  difficulty, 
from  the  decided  and  unyielding  depression  of  the  epiglottis  ; 
nor  could  the  glottis  be  seen  fn)m  below,  as  a  fold  of  (Edematous 
and  inflamed  mucous  membrane  closed  up  the  window  of  the 
canula.  After  the  repeated  removal  of  small  portions,  and  fre- 
quent cauterizations,  it  was  finally  determined  to  leave  this  fold 
to  itself;  after  a  while  it  vanished,  and  the  glottis  could  then 
be  seen  from  below  in  its  whole  extent,  manifestly  constricted, 
but  still  quite  movable.  By  an  application  of  Czermak's  self- 
observing  ai)paratus,  so  that  the  cone  of  light  should  fall  above 
the  laryngeal  mirror,  it  was  possible  for  tlie  patient  himself  to 
examine  the  glottis  from  below.  Tliis  patient  also  gave  (x;ca- 
sion  to  numerous  improvements  and  alterations  of  the  canula, 
BO  that  it  was  adapted  to  use  in  speaking." 

CESOPUAGOSCOPY. 

It  was  very  natural  that  the  success  attending  the  examina- 
tion of  the  larynx  should  have  suggested  the  feasibility  of  ex- 
amining the  oisophagus  ;  and  attempts  have  been  made  accord- 
ingly in  this  direction,  and  with  a  certain  amount  of  success,  by 
Lewin  of  Berlin,  Semeleder  of  Vienna,  Yoltolini  of  Breslau, 
Waldenberg,'  and  othei*s. 

There  are  great  anatomical  obstacles  to  the  performance  of 
CESophagoscopy.  The  larynx  and  trachea,  being  cartilaginous 
in  structure,  are  ()i)en  tubes ;  the  oesophagus,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  flaccid  tube,  opened  only  wlien  an  object  is  presented  for  en- 
trance ;  and  in  making  a  laryngoscopic  examination,  its  opening, 
or  rather  place  of  opening,  is  seen  in  the  laryngosco})ic  nn'rror  as 
a  transverse  groove  or  f  urixjw  beneath  the  arvtenoid  caii:ila<res  at 
the  place  of  junction  of  the  cricoid.  In  addition  to  the  laryn- 
goscopic mirror,  it  becomes  therefore  necessary  to  dilate  the  tube 
witli  a  speculum  or  appropriate  forceps,  an  operation  at  once 
suggestive  of  complication  and  difficulty.  The  best  description 
of  this  manipulation  is  that  of  Semeleder,'  who  has  not  only  prac- 
tised it  upon  patients,  but  has  also  made  a  series  of  instructive 


»  Berlin.  Klin.  Woch.,  vii.  48;  ScJimiflfs  Jahrh.,  cxlix,,  p.  214. 
*  Rhinoscopy  and  Laryngoscopy  ;  CasweU's  translation,  p.  97. 
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experiments  upon  himeelf  in  the  presence  of  distinguished 
laryngoscopists,  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  the  vahie  of 
the  operation  and  studying  it  tlioroughly.  It  is  said  to  be  per- 
fectly feasible,  after  more  or  less  effort,  to  explore  an  inch  or 
two  of  the  oesophagus  ;  and  one  or  two  cases  are  on  record  in 
which,  examination  being  made  after  inserting  a  stomach-tubo 
of  i)roper  dimensions,  light  was  thrown  down  its  entire  extent, 
so  as  to  reveal  the  condition  at  the  cardiac!  orifice  of  the 
stomach.     The  author  has  had  no  experience  in  this  mana3uvre. 

REGIONAL   ANATOMY   OF   THE  LARYNX. 

Before  entering  upon  the  detailed  study  of  the  image  per- 
ceived in  the  larvnijeal  mirror,  it  will  be  advisable  to  advert  in 
succinct  terms  to  the  regional  anatomy  of  the  component  struc- 
tures, in  order  that  the  subsequent  elucidation  be  rendered  more 
satisfactory  and  comprehensive. 

The  trachea  is  surmounted  by  a  stout  ring-shaped  cartilage, 
the  cricoid^  whii^h  may  be  viewed  as  the  base  supj>orting  the 
laryngeal  fabric.  Articulated  at  its  sides  by  ca])sular  liga- 
ments with  the  lower  horns  of  the  thyroid,  it  is  clasped  as  it 
were  by  that  cartilafje,  to  the  lower  border  of  which  it  is 
further  attached  anteriorly  by  a  jxjculiar  elastic  membrane — 
part  of  the  vocal  membrane  here  forming  the  middle  crico- 
thyroid li<;ameiit — and  laterallvby  ordinary  liirament,  and  mus- 
cle.  Surmounting  the  cricoid  behind,  and  articulated  to  it  by 
loose  capsular  ligaments,  are  two  three-sided  pyrami<lal  carti- 
lages, the  (iri/tenoi(h^  sei)arated  from  eacrh  oth(?r  by  a  fissure 
known  as  the  inter-arytenoid  incisure.  On  top  of  these  aryte- 
noids, and  serving  to  pwlong  them  inwards  and  l)a<*k wards,  are 
the  cartilages  of  Santorini,  and  at  the  side  of  their  articulation, 
occasionally  (Luschka),  a  sesamoid  cartilage.  T)ii*ectly  opjKisite 
the  arytenoids,  and  attached  by  ligament  to  the  inner  surface 
of  the  ui)per  j:K)rtion  of  the  angle  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  wings  of  the  thyroid  (the  inner  surface  of  the  pomum 
Adami),  there  is  suspended  a  leaf -like  (cartilage,  the  ephjlottiH^ 
overl<K>king  the  entrance  into  the  larynx  like  a  trajMloor, 
which  it  is.  The  greater  extent  of  this  cartila^r^  anteriorly  is 
closely  connected  by  ligament  tnjm  below  upwai-ds,  to  the  thy- 
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roid  cartilage,  tlie  hyoid  bone,  and  to  tlie  root  of  the  tongue, 
above  the  base  of  wliich  its  free  broad  extremity  projects. 
From  each  side  of  this  epiglottis  as  it  tapers  down  to  its  pedicle 
of  attachment  to  the  renti-ant  angle  of  the  thyroid  in  which  it 
is  confined,  there  stretches  an  elastic  membranous  structure, 
continuous  with  the  middle  crico-thyroid  ligament  and  covered 
by  mucous  membrane,  and  which,  ensheathing  in  its  course 
various  ligaments,  muscles,  and  cartilages,  is  attached  behind 
to  the  arytenoid  of  that  side,  and  below  to  the  sui)erior  border 
of  the  bide  of  the  cricoid ;  presenting,  therefore,  an  expanded 
unattached  surface  exteriorly  and  interiorly,  and  leaving  a  free 
space  or  })ouch  between  its  outer  surface  and  tlie  inner  face  of 
each  wing  of  the  thyroid.  This  free  guttered  space,  continuous 
with  the  })liarynx,  which  slopes  down  to  the  entrance  into  the 
oesophagus,  has  nnich  the  shape  of  a  long  three-sided  pyramid, 
tlie  base  above,  the  apex  below,  one  face  behind  and  the  angle 
in  front,  and  from  its  shape  is  known  as  the  pyramidal  or 
pyriform  sinus ;  anatomically,  the  laryngo-pharyngeal  or  lateral 
pharyngeal  sulcus,  sinus,  or  fossa. 

This  membranous  expansion  on  each  side,  with  the  epiglottis 
in  front,  and  the  arytenoid  and  the  supra-arytenoid  cartilages, 
with  their  connecting  muscle  and  mucous  membrane,  con- 
stitutes the  encircling  boundary  of  the  upper  lar}'ngeal  cavity  ; 
so  that  from  one  thyroid  plate  to  the  other  there  ai-e  three  dis- 
tinct spaces,  the  central  one  being  the  entrance  proper  into  the 
larynx,  and  each  lateral  one  a  pyriform  sinus  tapering  down  to 
the  ajsophagus.  All  that  portion  of  this  elastic  mucous  mem- 
brane above  the  middle  crico-thyroid  ligament,  being  irregular- 
ly quadrilateral  in  shape,  is  called  the  quadrangular  mem- 
brane, and  its  superior  margin  is  known  as  the  aryteno- 
epiglottic  (or,  for  short,  ary-epiglottic)  fold,  which  is  considered 
by  some  anatomists  to  consist  at  least  in  part  of  ligament 
tissue.  Near  its  attachment  to  the  apex  of  the  arytenoid 
cartilage,  this  fold  encloses  a  small  elongated  staflF-like  cartila- 
ginous nodule,  the  cuneiform  cartilage  or  cartilage  of  Wrisberg, 
rudimental  and  occasionally  absent  in  the  white,  larger  and 
said  to  be  constant  in  the  negi-o. 

Thus    the    superior    aperture    of    the    larynx    presents    a 
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cordiform  outline  descending  an  inclined  plane,  "vvide  in  front 
and  6loi>ing  obliquely  downwards,  backwards,  and  inwards,  to 
terminate  in  the  narrow  fissure  separating  the  two  arytenoid 
cartilages. 

In  the  interior  of  the  larynx,  the  elastic  membrane  with  its 
mucous  covering,  as  it  reaches  the  petiolus  of  the  epiglottis, 
makes  an  attachment  on  each  side,  in  front  to  the  rentrant 
angle  of  the  thyroid  and  behind  to  a  tubercle  on  the  anterior 
and  inner  face  of  the  arytenoid ;  then  rolls  outwards  on  itaelf 
its  whole  length  from  one  point  of  attachment  to  the  other, 
forming  a  thick  fold  with  crescentic  margin ;  which  is  the  ven- 
tricular  handj  *  and  constitut-es  the  roof  of  the  ventricle  of  the 
larynx.  This  dnplicature  is  continued  up  anteriorly  into  a 
pouch  or  sac  existing  between  the  two  reflected  layers  of  the 
quadrangular  membrane,  running  up  often  as  high  as  the 
superior  border  of  the  thyroid  cartilage  and  sometimes  higher, 
becoming  conical  and  turning  backwards  in  the  form  of  a 
Phrygian  casque,  as  graphically  described  by  Cruveilhier ;  and 
then,  descending  the  opposite  wall  of  the  sac,  passes  the  reflected 
border  which  is  called  the  ventricidar  band,  and  immediately 
below  this  point  is  reflected  horizontally  inwards  over  the 
narrow  inferior  thyro-arytenoid  ligament  or  true  vocal  cord,  a 
stout  fibrous  band  extending  from  the  rentrant  angle  of  the 
thyroid  where  it  coalesces  as  it  were  into  a  cartilaginous  prom- 
inence, the  anterior  vocal  process,  just  below  the  point  of 
attachment  of  the  ventricular  band,  to  be  attached  behind  in 
coalescence  with  a  similar  cartilaginous  protrusion,  the  poste- 
rior vocal  process,  to  the  anterior  angle  of  the  base  of  the 
arytenoid  cartilage ;  then  the  elastic  membrane  on  the  inferior 
face  of  this  true  vocal  cord  is  continuous  with  the  middle 
crico-thyroid  ligament;  after  which  the  mucous  membrane 
continues  its  descent,  and  courses  down  the  windpipe,  etc. 

Thus  there  is  formed  on  each  side  in  the  interior  of  the 
larjTix,  about  half  an  inch  below  its  superior  border,  a  narrow 


*  I  would  prefer  to  sabetitate  for  the  objectionable  terms  true  and  fal$9 
cffrdt  the  phrases  ventricular  f Mb  and  voeal  lanuTUf,  as  more  descriptively  sog- 
gesUye. 
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ellij)tical  space  separating  the  tnie  and  false  v(x*al  cords.  This 
IS  the  ventricle  of  Morpagni  or  of  Galen,  and  is  the  vestibule 
of  communication  l>etween  the  laryngeal  pouch  and  the  maiu 
cavity  of  the  larynx. 

The  existence  of  the  elastic  membrane  of  the  larynx^  or 
vocal  membrane  as  it  is  now  more  appn^priately  termed,  and 
which  determines  the  configuration  of  the  vocal  apparatus,  was 
first  described  by  Lauth  in  1835,  and  his  description  was  subse- 
quently confirmed  by  the  dissections  of  Tourtual,  Merkel, 
Luschka,  and  others.  Its  existence  was  indei)endently  discov- 
ered in  this  country  by  Dr.  I^idy,  Pix>f.  of  Anatomy  in.  the 
University  of  Penn.,  who  in  1848  made  it  the  subject  of  an 
article  published  in  the  American  Journo.l  of  the  Medical 
Sciences.  The  membmne  can  be  distinctlv  traced  continuous 
with  the  middle  crico-thyroid  ligament  along  the  inferior 
surface  of  the  true  vocal  cord ;  but  above  this  iK>int  it  becomes 
very  attenuated  and  is  traced  with  difficult  v. 

The  articulation  of  the  lower  horns  of  the  thvroid  to  the 
sides  of  the  cricoid  permits  a  certain  amount  of  movement  on 
its  horizontal  axis.  The  ball  and  socket  articulation  of  the 
arytenoids  ujxai  the  cricoid  permits  very  free  movement  for- 
wards and  backwards,  outwards  and  inwards,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  rotarily.  These  arjtenoidal  movements  can  be  beauti- 
fully demonstrated  by  means  of  the  laryngosc<>i>e,  and  the  vocal 
cords,  being  attached  to  these  cartilages,  paiticipate  in  their 
movements. 

EXAMTXATIOX    OF   THE   I^VRYNGEAL    IMAGK    IN    DETAIL. 

The  m(>st  i)rominent  structure  attracting  attention  in  the 
laryngeal  image  will  be  the  epiglottis,  whase  free  portion  pro- 
jecting stiffly  forwards  from  behind  the  base  of  the  tongue 
rendei-s  it  readily  recognized.  In  the  upper  part  of  the  mirror 
and  behind,  we  recognize  the  under  surface  of  the  iK)sterior 
l>alatine  arches  terminating  in  the  lateral  walls  of  the  jJiarynx ; 
and  in  front  of  the  tonsil,  the  anterior  j>alatine  arches  terminat- 
ing in  the  sides  of  the  base  of  the  tongue,  of  whose  posterior 
siirface  with  its  j)ai>illa*,  more  or  less  is  visible  according  to  the 
oblicpiity  of  the  mirror.     Directing  our  attention    to  the  epi- 
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glottis  we  recognize  an  anterior  and  posterior  surface,  and  an 
npper  arching  crest,  frequently  indented,  continuing  down  in 
lateral  borders  from  which  is  given  off  on  either  side  a  pliarjii- 
go-epiglottic  fold  of  mucous  membrane  arching  upwards  and 
forwards  to  join  the  jX)8terior  palatine  arch  as  it  terminates  in 
the  lateral  pharyngeal  wall.  As  this  fold  leaves  the  epiglottis 
we  distinguish  another  fold  leaving  the  same  jxnnt  at  nearly 
right  angles  and  stretching  curvilinearly  backwards  to  the 
arytenoid  cartilages.  This  is  the  ary-epiglottic  fold  fonning 
the  superior  free  border  of  the  quadrangular  membrane  of  the 
larynx.  The  anterior  surface  of  the  projecting  portion  of  the 
epiglottis  is  seen  to  be  slightly  concave  from  alK)ve  downwards, 
and  strongly  convex  from  side  to  side ;  while  its  posterior  sur- 
face is  concave  and  convex  in  the  opposite  directions.  As  we 
gain  a  more  complete  and  extended  view  of  this  jKxsterior  or 
laryngeal  face  of  the  epiglottis  we  notice  that  it  swells  out 
more  or  less  abruptly  into  a  considerable  belly  or  pad,  wliich 
tapers  down  to  its  point  of  attachment,  and  which,  in  the  pro- 
cess of  swallowing,  etc.,  becomes  pressed  down,  like  the  pad  of 
a  truss,  upon  the  ventricular  bands.  This  is  the  tubercle  of  the 
epiglottis,  inelegantly  termed  the  "  cushion  of  the  epiglottis," 
and  is  fonned  chiefly  by  an  aggregation  of  small  glands  and 
adipose  tissue.  It  very  often  projects  sufficiently  to  cut  off  the 
view  of  the  anterior  jwrtions  of  the  vocal  cords  attached  to  the 
thyn)idal  junction  below. 

From  the  anterior  and  lingual  face  of  the  epiglottis,  directly 
in  the  middle  line,  is  stretched  a  small  sharp  bonlered  mem- 
branous fold  continued  to  the  base  of  the  tongue,  joining  the 
raphe  of  that  organ  as  though  tlie  two  might  be  continuous. 
This  is  the  glosso-epiglottic  fold,  or  posterior  fntnum  of  the 
t<^>n,gue,  or  fnunum  of  the  epiglottis;  and  it  enck)se8  the  glosso- 
epiglottic  ligament,  the  bridle  rein  forcing  the  epiglottis  to 
participate  in  the  movements  of  the  tongue.  Some  muscular 
libres  from  the  tongue  can  sometimes  be  traced  in  this  fra?num, 
which  in  some  lower  animals  encloses  a  pair  of  muscles.  To 
each  side  of  this  fold,  which  is  stron^rlv  raised  when  the  tonmie 
is  thrust  forcibly  forwards,  there  is  seen  an  indentation,  6<jme- 
times  shallow,  oftener  deeply  depressed,  presenting  in  shape 
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and  size  very  much  such  an  appearance  as  would  remain  mould- 
ed in  plastic  material  after  moderate  pressure  from  the  tip  of 
the  finger.  These  are  tlie  Ihigtuil  simuteSj  the  glosso-epiglottic 
fossse  or  siimses,  the  valleculae  of  Toui*tual.  When  shallow 
they  gradually  become  lost  in  the  lateral  border  of  the  tongue, 
but  more  frequently  they  are  strongly  depressed  at  the  f rcenal  out- 
line, and  becoming  less  deeply  marked  to  either  side  are  bounded 
exteriorly  by  a  sharp  fold  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  tlie  side  of 
tlie  tongue,  theii  called  tlie  lateral  glosso-epiglottic  fold.  These 
lateral  folds  enclose  no  ligament,  and  though  generally  described 
as  existing  post-mortem,  ai'e  very  frequently  absent  in  the  living 
organ  (first  laryngoscopically  demonstrated  by  Merkel) ;  and  it 
is  affirmed  by  Luschka  that  when  existing  they  join  the  sides 
of  the  pharynx,  an  anterior  leaflet  only  being  continuous  with 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tongue.  As  first  stated  by  Von 
Bruns,  in  the  floor  of  these  sinuses  wo  are  sometinies  able  with 
the  laryngoscope  to  discern  the  position  of  the  root  of  the 
greater  horn  of  the  hyoid  bone,  which  appears  as  a  clear  long- 
ish  oval  projection  behind  and  stretching  outwards.  These 
lingual  sinuses  often  afford  lodgments  for  articles  of  food,  pins, 
tacks,  and  other  foreign  bodies,  and  are  very  frequently  at- 
tacked by  disease.  Dr.  Horace  Green,  of  New  York,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  tuberculous  degeneration  of  ten  commences  here^ 
and  Lewin  of  Berlin  has  reported  cases  of  scrofulous  degenera- 
tion and  syphilitic  ulcemtion  of  these  sinuses.  Dr.  Elsberg  of 
New  York,  and  othei-s  have  placed  on  record  cases  in  which  long- 
continued  thix)at  disease  had  resisted  topical  applications  to  the 
larynx,  disease  which  the  laiyngoscope  revealed  to  be  ulceration 
of  these  sinuses,  soon  healed  by  intelligent  local  treatment. 

The  height  of  the  projecting  portion  of  the  epiglottis  will  be 
fomid  to  vary,  with  the  size,  age,  and  sex  of  the  individual, 
from  three  or  four  lines  to  an  inch,  the  average  in  the  adult 
male  beiuff  rather  more  than  half  an  inch:  and  when  erect, 
part  of  its  laryngeal  face  will  often  curl  over  and  present  out- 
wards. Its  color  is  a  light  red  veiling  a  yellowish  white,  being 
less  pronounced  at  its  edge  where  the  f^lor  of  the  cartilage  is 
more  distinct,  much  like  the  color  of  tlie  conjunctival  membrane 
of  the  ejelid,  to  which  it  was  likened  by  Stork.     Posteriorly 
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the  red  deepens;  and  the  pad  apj^ears  qtiite  red.  lly  artificial 
light  the  parts  will  have  a  deeper  c^>lor  than  by  Ktuili^lit,  which 
must  he  borne  in  mind  lest  the  diaf^iir^sis  of  c^^n^estion  tie 
improperly  pronounced.  The  thickness  of  the  ejiiglottis  will 
vary  ftx)m  a  sharp  thin  edge,  hardly  a  line,  to  a  thick  stump  of 
several  lines;  and  when  swollen  it  may  Ik;  as  thick  as  the  fivger. 
It  is  very  variable,  too,  in  shape ;  sometimes  it  is  If/fi^,  iiarrr/w,  and 
pointed ;  sometimes  very  broarl  and  short ;  s^>metimcs  v^y  little 
curled ;  sometimes  the  sides  rfJl  in  t^igethcr  posterifjrly  until 
thev  nearly  touch  ;  8f>metimes  it  is  cnrlerl  inwards  with  a  iU]ftf\r%4^ 
tion  in  the  middle,  which  Tfirek  has  likerierl  t/>  the  sides  fit  a 
jew^s-harp.  All  this  must  lie  rememlieirefl,  (jfr  c<^>ngeTiifal  irreg- 
ularities may  be  diagnosed  as  alterations  in  form.  VnnMj  it 
is  quite  stiff ;  sometimes  it  w  flac^nd.  It  is  s<rjTnet!mes  quite  ere<?t, 
meeting  the  plane  of  the  tongue  at  a  rij^t  angle ;  s^>Tnetim^s  its 
ILngnal  face  will  be  pressed  l>a/^k  up<^>n  the  l>ase  of  the  Vn^fpHi ; 
ordinarily  it  will  be  found  to  orerlrjr>k  the  laryngeal  entrance 
at  an  ansrle  of  from  ¥f  to  ^f,  but  it  is  f»<'*mef  imes  mnch  nvire 
depressed  backwards,  so  that  it  may  .^hnt  off  a  view  into  the 
larynx — and  all  this  congenitally.  When  the  tongue  remains 
at  rest  np^>n  the  flrjr^r  of  the  mouth  r,r  \i^  only  i^liglitly  yrfArth 
ded,  its  base  presses  the  epiglr.ttis  over  the  laryngeal  apertnre, 
and  then  the  free  upper  border  of  the  cartilage  will  usually 
appear  as  a  narrow  band  or  .stripe  more  or  less  arched. 

The  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  appears  bey^md  the  laryn- 
geal structures  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  mirrr>r.  as  a  isinK-^ith 
giistening  aurfar^e,  aometimes  :<triafed  in  appearan^-e.  of  an 
aah'T-red  cr»lor,  and  presenting  here  and  rhere  .^mail  rofmded  or 
oral  elevadons.  which  are  enlarged  follicles;  and  In  ^me 
noAicionii  of  the  mirrr>r  it  can  be  seen  its  entire  length.  v>  that 
in  the  lowest  part  of  the  mirror  and  behind.  ab<^»nt  rhe  position 
of  the  cricoid  cartilage,  we  observe  rhe  posterior  mncr>ns  ^xyr- 
fg^ce  of  the  larynx  closely  applied  to  rhe  mucnus  membrane  of 
the  pharynx,  affording  no  rliHtinctive  evidence  of  rhe  opening 
into  the  <^ftophagus,  other  rhan  a  .^lightly  amhed  rrauf^verse  fnr- 
tow  marking,  by  a  <iark  line,  its  p*)int  of  r>r»mmencement. 

Oncride  rhe  ary-epigiotric  fold,  between  it  and  rhe  Inner  faee 
of  the  thyroid,  we  sec  the  trioii^lsw  jr^/ramfdul  ^n^juf^  which 
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begins  on  each  side  of  the  free  border  of  the  epiglottis  as  ft 
small,  dark,  steep  fossa,  becoming  more  and  more  coiiic-al  as  it 
descends,  luitil  it  is  finally'  lost  at  one  end  of  tbe  transverse  fur- 
row marking  tlie  conmiencemeiit  of  the  u>sophagiis.  Tlie  wall 
is  defined  to  the  outer  side  by  the  inuer  face  u£  the  plate  of  the 
thyroid,  and  above  this  the  liyo-thyroid  mciubranc  and  the 
hyoid  bone;  to  tlie  inner  side,  by  the  qnadrangnlar  inend)ranc, 
wliicli  fonns  a  vertical  angle  anteriorly  with  the  wing  of  the 
thyroid  ;  and  behind,  it  is  bounded  by  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
pharynx.  It  is  lined  by  the  common  pltaryngeal  mncoiis  mem- 
brane, and  along  ite  angular  Hoor  there  is  a  chain  of  glands 
frequently  involved  in  disease  of  these  pai-ts.  These  pyram- 
idal sinnscs  are  sometimes  seen  entirely  clean,  s<jmetimes 
they  contain  mucus,  and  sometimes  appear  to  contain  a  cheesy 
deposit;  and  they  are  frequently  involved  in  jjliaryngeal 
troubles. 

When  the  epiglottis  is  well  raised  (Fig.  18),  we  gain  a  view  of 
the  whole  circumference  of  tlie  superior 
^"'  '^  laryngeal  ai>ertnre.     This  is  triangular, 

somewhat  eordiform,  wider  in  front 
than  bcliiud,  sloping  down  obliquely 
backwards,  and  terminating  behind  in 
the  vertical  inter-arytenoidal  fissure. 
Its  border  is  formed  in  front  by  the  free 
rim  of  the  epiglottis ;  then,  on  either 
side,  by  the  ary-epiglottic  fold,  which 
arches  backwards  in  the  form  of  a  bow 
niitil  it  reaches  its  aryteuoidal  attach- 
ment p)steriorly,  where  it  sm-ronnds  a  rounded  eminence,  the 
cartilage  of  Siint<)rini ;  and  the  two  arytentiids,  with  their  con- 
necting muscle  and  mucous  fold,  complete  tlie  border  behind. 
An  enlargement  on  each  side  in  front  of  the  cartilages  of  Sau- 
toriui,  and  bi'eaking  the  arch  of  the  ary-epiglottic  fold  into  two 
unequal  festoons,  is  produced  by  the  enclosed  extremity  of  the 
staff-like  cartilage  of  Wrisberg  surrounded  with  glands  and 
adi^>ose  tissue. 

A  reflection  of  mucous  membrane  runs  from  one  aiytcnoid 
cartilage  to  the  other,  which,  during  ordinary  respiration,  can 
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be  distinctly  Been  forming  the  posterior  boundary  of  this  supe- 
rior portion  of  the  larynx ;  but  during  vocalization  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  arytenoid  muscle  approximates  the  cartilages,  and 
the  band  of  mucous  membrane  folds  up,  exposing  the  vertical 
fissure.  The  obliquity  of  this  border  renders  the  thyroidal  wall 
of  the  larynx  much  deeper  than  the  arytenoidal.  Dr.  Elsberg, 
of  New  York,  writes,  that  in  this  posterior  wall  he  has  detected 
the  presence  of  tubercles  long  before  the  ordinary  physical  signs 
of  phthisis  could  be  recognized,  and  that  after-results  verified 
this  early  prognosis.  Czermak,  Stork,  Lewin,  and  others  have 
recorded  similar  observations. 

If  we  look  down  along  the  inner  or  laryngeal  face  of  the  quad- 
rangular membrane,  we  will  see  on  either  side,  about  half  an 
inch  below  its  superior  border,  the  red  mucous  membrane  folding 
under  on  itself,  forming  the  ventricular  band  or  false  vocal  cord^ 
a  broad  nnicous  fold,  and  leaving  between  it  and  the  horizontal 
surface  of  the  true  vocal  cord,  seen  immediately  below  as  a  white, 
glistening  band  extending  from  before  backwards,  an  oblong  in- 
terval, which  is  the  ventricle  of  the  larynx,  and  which  leads  up 
into  the  laryngeal  sac.  By  means  of  a  deep  inspiration,  espe- 
cially if  short,  sudden,  and  following  vocalization,  these  ventricles 
can  be  rendered  more  distinct,  and  a  separation  of  their  walls  be 
observed  dilating  the  cavity.  The  size  of  the  ventricles,  or  rather 
the  space  constituting  them,  varies.  It  is  contended  by  some 
anatomists,  that  these  ventricular  bands  are  not  merely  duplica- 
tures  of  nnicous,  or  of  mucous  and  elastic  membrane,  but  that 
they  are  composed  in  part  of  ligamentous  tissue  (superior  thyro- 
arj^tenoid  ligament)  and  some  muscular  fibre.  It  is  generally 
conceded  that  they  contain  a  delicate  narrow  band  of  fibrous  tis- 
sue continuous  with  the  fibrous  capsule  of  the  laryngeal  sac,  but 
destitute  of  nmscular  fibre.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that 
they  occasionally  approximate  in  voluntary  contractions  of  the 
larynx  ;  I  have  sometimes  seen  them  come  close  together  and  cut 
off  the  view  of  the  vocal  cords  so  gracefully  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  resist  the  idea  that  the  action  was  indeed  due  to 
muscular  tissue  in  their  proper  substance.  In  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  sac  there  open,  as  first  described  by  Hilton,  some 
sixty  or  more  small  follicular  glands,  situated  in  the  submucous 
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connective  tissue.  Its  laryngeal  surface  is  covered  by  the  inferior 
portion  of  the  aiyteno-epiglottideus  muscle  (compressor  sacculi 
lar}  ngis  of  Hilton)  which  compresses  the  sac  and  discharges  its 
secretions  upon  the  true  vocal  cords,  which,  being  themselves 
tmprovided  with  glands,  are  thus  lubricated. 

The  floor  of  the  ventricle  is  formed  by  the  true  vocal  card, 
which  is  easily  recognized  by  its  semi-metallic  lustre — a  raother-of- 
pearly  white  in  the  female,  witli  a  yellowish  dash  in  the  male;  a 
strong,  thick,  fibrous-looking  band  (the  inferior  thyro-arytenoid). 
The  sharp  edge  of  this  band  constitutes  the  vocal  cord  par  excel- 
lence. This  structure,  at  least  its  lower  surface,  is  an  extension 
Inwards  of  the  vocal  membrane,  or  the  middle  crico-thyroid  liga- 
ment. Each  cord  consists  of  a  compact  band  of  parallel  fibres  of 
elastic  and  fibrous  tissue,  arranged  in  prismatic  form,  the  base  be- 
ing outwards,  so  that  a  vertical  section  shows  the  upper  surface 
horizontal,  and  the  lower  surface  taking  an  oblique  direction 
downwards  and  outwards.  Firmly  imbedded  into  the  external 
portion  of  the  vocal  cords  are  some  short  pennated  fibres  from  the 
vocal  muscle,  the  thyro-arytenoid,  which  is  adherent  and  parallel 
to  it,  attached  in  front  to  the  receding  angle  of  the  thjToid,  and 
behind  to  the  arytenoid.  When  the  two  true  vocal  cords  are 
approximated,  their  horizontal  surface  forms  a  floor  to  the  upper 
laryngeal  cavity.  They  form  with  the  space  between  their  free 
edges  the  glottis  ;  their  sharp  borders  are  the  lips  of  the  glottis, 
and  the  chink  or  fissure  between  these  lips  is  the  ri?na  glottidis. 
These  terms  should  not  be  confounded.  The  lengtli  of  the  rima 
in  the  male  varies  from  ten  to  thirteen  lines;  in  the  female, 
from  seven  to  ten  lines ;  in  children  it  is  much  less  :  and,  when 
dilated,  the  space  across  will  vary  ordinarily  from  three  to  six 
lines ;  but  when  widely  dilated  by  a  deep  inspiration,  it  may  be 
from  six  to  ten  lines,  leaving  a  space  lai*ge  enough  often  to 
admit  a  good-sized  finger.  The  rima  of  the  glottis  is  not  formed 
by  the  vocal  cords  alone,  but  also  by  the  inner  face  of  the  ary- 
tenoids posterior  to  the  points  of  attachment  of  the  cords ;  so 
that  we  speak  of  an  inter-ligamentous  rima  corresponding  to  the 
length  of  the  cords,  say  eight  lines,  and  an  inter-cartilaginous 
rima  posteriorly,  about  three  lines.  Luschka  is  dis[X)8ed  to  decry 
this  division,  which  is  due  in  appearance  to  the  knuckling  in- 
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wards  of  the  poBterior  attachmentfl  of  tho  (;or(jM  wIk'Ji  tho  \Hm- 
tenor  vocal  processes  converge  inwards. 

The  form  of  the  rima  glottidis  varies. — During  ordinary  rm- 
piration  it  is  a  narrow  inter>'al  s^iincwhat  enlarged  and  nniutUul 
behind,  looking  not  uidike  tho  lozenge-shafied  Hpfu^e  forirufd  Uy 
pressing  together  the  tips  of  the  two  thtunlis  and  tha  ii\m  of  i]m 
two  fore-fingers,  and  then  extending  the  thuniU  rathi?r  strongly 
posteriorly  and  the  fingers  anteriorly,  when  the  H\ttiiUi  M;|#Hmtiiig 
the  two  thumbs  will  represent  the  inter^'artjlaginoun  rinia,  and 
the  remaining  space  the  interdigamentouH  rima,  Wlii;n  wUUtly 
dilated,  the  rima  acquires  the  fona  of  an  equilateral  triangbj, 
the  base  being  ljehind«  Tlie  fonn  r/f  the  rima  vari««  gnratly 
daring  pbonation,  and  may  Ijeefane  elli{/tical,  oval,  iff  o\titmiA 
only  anterioriy.  as  tlie  cords  are  a/.ie'J  u|^/n  by  i\ut  tunn\tUi%. 
thyn>arytenoid  mas<:le,  with  ]ff*rtiou^  of  whu:h  ihitir  nirutttun: 
is  blended,  and  bv  tlie  ^x^jtra/rtS^/n  ^/f  iAh*:r  muvrlin^  atta^flMt4  t// 
the  arvten'^»:d^, 

WLen  the  ^fyi^AXvh  U  well  raited  frnti  tJje  larwig<^l  ujm^- 
tnre.  a^  bv  tlje  ^uA^ym  <A  a  hi^j  mufei^Al  iy>Ur,  Wf  lliat  th^ 
airterir»r  y.>n'i*r^  *.>i  tJje  r*0:Sk\  ^y>rd*  'jan  \j^  div^n>^/l,  w^r  //ftefi 
B&e  lieiC'W  tii*r  *;iL:a]3  *f:A  ^A  tlie  pad  of  tL^  ^yi'/yAU*.  ;i/iiij^laiU^ 
It  lfWi€*tL  t}je  vjiK^k^i  '.*f  tiatt  -:*rr;W^  V/  t}j#r  xh^rM.iuA 

weU-niarkeid.  tititrj-Oy-o*^^.,^,^  piiiijead-JiiMr  p;t  '/r  i'/ntJ'jj^ifU  m 
tilt  ii:ik'^  iiif  luKLVralje-  Tia*  i*?  ti**:  /vr-^xi  ^jnJtr'J.l^  *A  M^dW- 
aud  ycniiTUTrL^'aftet  dL'»f»^T  «:i:j  t^^^ti  *.l«i»»  Ki\hL  ti^  Mij*j:ryjr 
euxraii'jPE:  iin:  eati  jar»iijf«tl  i»a^,  t^iiij^  •/.ctJuLW^n*  l>%;>,nr  wMb 

j»^»iir&'  'tf  h^oKTUXL  I'.r  tilt  fjaHtJv  Ui*?ii.',»niiJt.  7xivii^  ^*:t;»  **^t|fc;! 
ii,  lilt  iiiimai  ^ufrtsiT-  i:  i*-  atJc  v.-  i«t  -juh*  -;*;rK%  u  uiut'^  v^rvw 
■liiniiik.  tt^  it  lilt  ii'.rHt.  vnt^r*  jt  w^in*  v.  ^rMu/r^wr^  i,  ui/Ui^ 
vemrittit  iv  tiit  Min'vz^ 

Tilt  amerj'.r  unt  yMV^i^i:  yjiint  \i  iija*:r.«.»i  .if  'jit  v^^^^t*. 
cfffQ^  art  «i*!L  u\«'n  "jukw.  ^  i»ur  ;*/liinf  jia  *fp'/>.  '.ut  YirU'jtf^ 
^^goctz,.  ▼•uj'a  ujuri  tnt  yMr,k\ntt  ♦»?  -ai*  •■r#»;tt.  yn^j^sijtt^ji 

Tilt  mu*rv»iir  iiHnuimuit.  tt  r  uttfe«»»  irjit  nut  a— i»ni'.fit  ^airtl- 
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lage  to  the  other,  ie  throwni  into  looae  folds  known  as  the  com- 
mUsure  of  the  arytenoids,  and  is  best  seen  stretcliing  acroes 
when  tlie  arytenoids  are  separated.  As  these  cartilages  ap- 
proach oaeli  otlier,  thia  votnniissiire  becomes  folded  up,  as  it 
were,  within  tlie  vertical  cleft  or  notch,  tlie  arytenoid  Jusure. 
often  termed  improperly  the  posterior  glottis. 

The  special  jxiints  of  observation  are  well  represented  in  the 
accompanying  drawings,  from  Mackenzie.' 


Under  unfavorable  circumstances  the  view  is  limited  to  a 
portion  of  the  base  of  the  tongue,  the  edge  of  the  e])iglottis, 
more  or  less  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  and  some  portions  of 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharjnx. 

If  we  wish  to  examine  the  whole  laryngeal  face  of  the  epi- 
glottis and  the  anterior  extremities  ()f  the  vocal  cords,  we  direct 
Sie  patient  to  sound  a  high  note  quickly  and  with  a  little  force, 

'  The  Use  of  the  LBryiigoacope. 
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which  efifort  raises  the  lar}^lx,  closes  the  glottis,  and  throws  the 
epiglottis  up  with  a  jerk,  so  that  the  horizontal  surfa(*e  of  the 
vocal  cords  is  distinctly  seen,  as  well  as  the  ventricular  bands  and 
tlie  ventricles.  An  inspiration  accompanied  by  sound,  or  an 
ironical  laugh,  will  bring  the  same  structures  in  view.  If  this 
does  not  suffice,  some  of  the  instruments  described  for  pulling 
the  epiglottis  forward  may  be  employed.  Wlien  a  depressed 
epiglottis  prevents  a  view  of  the  cords,  we  may  judge  of  their 
mobility  by  the  movements  of  the  arytenoids,  which  can  almost 
always  be  recognized. 

To  examine  the  posterior  extremities  of  the  vocal  cords,  the 
anterior  surfaces  of  the  arytenoids,  the  arytenoid  connnissure, 
and  the  inner  posterior  wall  beneath,  we  reflect  the  light  moi'e 
posteriorly  by  inclining  the  mirror  towards  the  horizon  during 
an  inspiration,  which  inspiration  opens  the  glottis  and  separates 
the  arytenoids,  which  look  upwards,  backwards,  and  outwards, 
exposing  their  anterior  faces. 

To  examine  the  posterior  walls  of  the  arytenoids  down  to  the 
cricoid,  and  obtain  a  good  view  into  the  pyramidal  sinuses,  we 
direct  the  emission  of  sound,  so  as  to  close  the  glottis ;  in  doing 
which,  the  arytenoids  approach,  exposing  their  pharyngeal  sur- 
face, separating  more  widely  tlie  quadrangular  membranes  from 
tlie  plates  of  the  thyroid. 

To  obtain  a  view  farther  down  the  trachea  than  is  represented 
in  the  figures,  we  place  the  mirror  more  perpendicularly,  and 
direct  a  deep  inspiration,  so  as  to  open  the  glottis  to  its  fullest 
extent,  and  then,  by  a  little  manipulation,  reflecting  the  light 
more  anteriorly,  we  may  see  several  tracheal  rings  as  narrow 
bands,  colored  like  the  conjunctival  membrane  of  the  eyelid, 
arching  across  with  their  concavities  downwards,  becoming  nar- 
rower and  closer  as  they  are  more  distant,  until  the  foreshorten- 
ing is  such  that  they  cannot  be  distinctly  counted ;  and  some- 
times in  this  way,  when  the  circumstances  are  favorable,  such 
as  a  good  mirror,  a  steady  hand,  a  well-directed  light,  a  straight 
tracheal  axis,  a  wide  glottis,  etc.,  we  can  gain  a  view  clear  do^vn 
to  the  bifurcation  of  the  tube.  Sometimes,  when  we  fail  to  ob- 
tain such  an  extended  view  with  the  light,  patient,  eye,  and 
mirror  in  the  ordinary  position,  we  can  succeed  by  elevating  the 


60  EXAMINATION    OF   TH^   THKOAT. 

position  of  the  patient  so  that  the  eye  of  the  observer  shall  be 
below  the  plane  of  the  patient's  mouth ;  then  throwing  the  light 
from  below  upon  the  laryngoscopic  mirror,  which  is  to  be  held 
horizontally,  the  light  can  be  reflected  clear  down  the  windpipe, 
and  we  can  see  most  distinctly  the  increasing  foreshortening  of  the 
tracheal  rings ;  and  if  the  bifurcation  be  visible,  we  see  behind 
the  last  ring  (below  in  the  mirror),  instead  of  the  complete  arch 
with  its  concavity  downwards,  a  bright  triangular  space,  base 
up,  which  often  seems  to  project  up  into  the  interior  of  the 
tube,  and  on  either  side  of  this  triangular  space  dark  circular 
discs  marking  the  commencement  of  the  bronchise.  If  the  right 
bronchus  is  very  straight,  sufficient  light  can  sometimes  be 
thrown  in  to  demonstrate  more  or  less  of  its  extent. 

A  good  rule  by  which  to  hunt  for  the  view  of  the  bifurcation 
is,  to  get  a  good  view  of  the  laryngeal  face  of  the  epiglottis, 
and  then,  with  this  as  a  guide,  to  continue  inspection  along 
this  plane  right  down  the  anterior  surface  of  the  trachea, 
gradually  lessening  the  obliquity  of  the  mirror  as  we  gain  a 
deeper  view. 

If,  when  a  view  of  the  trachea  has  been  obtained,  we  turn  the 
mirror  a  little  to  one  side,  we  obtain  a  lateral  view  of  that  tube 
resembling  the  turns  of  the  thread  in  the  nut  of  a  screw. 

THE  MUSCULAR  FORCES   PRODUCING   CHANGES   IN   THE  FORM  OF  THE 

GLOTTIS. 

Before  leaving  the  demonstrative  portion  of  our  subject,  it 
will  be  advisable  to  allude  to  the  muscles  moving  the  larj-ngeal 
structures,  and  to  whose  contractions  are  due  the  various  altera- 
tions of  form  observed  during  the  performance  of  the  physiolo- 
gical functions  of  respiration  and  vocalization. 

In  the  first  place,  there  are  several  muscles  outside  of  the 
laryngeal  tube. 

1.  Crico-arytetioideus  posticus^  one  on  each  side,  occupies 
the  lateral  half  of  the  posterior  face  of  the  cricoid,  and  runs 
upwards  and  outwards  to  be  inserted  into  the  exterior  posterior 
part  of  the  arytenoid  surmounting  the  cricoid  on  that  side. 
CFsCy  to  rotate  the  arytenoid  outwards  and  backwards,  and  open 
the  chink  of  the  glottis.    This  muscle  may  be  viewed  as  the  ex- 
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tensor  muscle  of  the  respiratory  glottis,  o])oning  the  intorcjirtl- 
laginous  rima,  antagonizing  the  arj'tenoidouH. 

2.  CriccharytenoideiLS  lateralisy  one  on  oacjh  side,  rinm  fn)ni 
along  the  superior  margin  of  tlio  sides  of  the  eriijoid,  ol)li(iimly 
upwards  and  backwards  to  tlie  puter  angle  of  tlio  hiwe  of  tlio 
arytenoid,  just  in  front  of  the  insertion  of  the  jioMtorior  crieo- 
arj'tenoid.  Use^  to  draw  the  arytenoid  forwards  and  outwiircls, 
turning  the  posterior  vocal  i>rocesses  inwards,  and  thus  contriM?t- 
ing  the  chink  of  the  glottis  in  vcx^alization. 

3.  CricO'thyroideus^  one  on  each  side ;  a  triangular  niuiMtIc 
running  from  the  anterior  lateral  surfa<;e  of  the  cri<M;id  upwardu 
and  backwards  to  the  inferior  edge  of  the  thyroid  plaU%  and  in- 
to  its  inferior  horn,  leaving  an  interval  between  itself  and  fellow 
occupied  by  that  portion  of  the  v(K;al  membrane  called  middle 
crico-thyroid  ligament.  Une^  to  draw  the  thyroid  wytw  tha 
cricoid  with  a  forward  rotary  nu/tion,  thus  stretiJiing  the  sniMiX 
cords^  rendering  them  tense  and  c^jntnu.'ting  the  chink  of  tlM5 
glottis. 

-L  Then  we  have  )>ehind,  the  aryten/nfUnn^  a  single  \%\\\u\i%^ 
sometimes  descrilied  as  three  distinct  mumtUm,  A  traniiverM5 
portioTL.  the  deepeist,  goes  prjgteriorly  from  tli*^  wli/Je  Ic^igth  </f 
one  arjienoid  to  the  ^xher,  c^>vering  tliem  t'/px%i\AitUi\y  ex^'^^rj/t  ni 
the  verj-  tip ;  over  thi»  porti^>ii  two  oblique  yf^riiout^  t'jt,^^  <?a/jli 
other,  mnninjr  rt*|iec'tively  frr/m  the  Im^j  of  '/lie  SLryUft$f/ul  Up 
the  aj^x  of  iLe  other,  i^niteiimt^  ]M>nvAtn  of  th •»  tut^cln  »re  t'Jrt$' 
xiL.^i'y^s  ttI::.  tl^e  thyrf>^rjteiy>ideuA  and  tl^^r  ar;.t/^*o<fpi;(l'Xli- 
de^aa,  ot^e  -^r  ]xAh,  M?eixiiiig  to  a^rt  in  t:f/t^/tAUt^  with  tli^^n  iu 
frVis-iz^  tLe  lirTTix.     In  f»/4.  tb^re  hh^ftft  to  \jt^  a  gtitfjml  ^/yff^ 


sp  tite  iLijer  p>j£UTv>r  waJl  *A  H^  huryux  MStn  'rA  i;;Vy  t}^ 
of  Ittri-r..  u>i  i^KUi^  isJj^sAA  %ff  i«^  '>ff  ii*t//  Xt^.  jjjs»rr;,z  */;/ 
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close  the  posterior  portion  of  the  glottis.  This  muscle  may  be 
viewed  as  the  flexor  of  the  respiratory  glottis.  So  much  for  the 
exterior  muscles  of  the  larynx. 

In  the  interior  of  the  larvnx  we  find  several  muscular  stnic- 
tures  enclosed  within  the  quadrangular  membrane.  Tliese  are 
on  each  side : — 

1.  Thtjro-i'pighfttideiis^  a  delioiite  nniscle  running  from  the 
posterior  inner  face  of  the  thyroid  near  its  rentrant  angle,  just 
outside  of  the  thyi-o-arytenoid,  into  the  side  of  the  epiglottis. 
Use, — To  pull  the  epiglottis  down.  This  it  can  do  ordinarily 
only  when  the  tongue  is  relaxed,  and,  for  this  reason,  the  dropping 
of  the  epiglottis  is  usually  attributed  to  backward  pressure  f  ix)m 
the  base  of  the  tongue  relaxing  the  middle  glotto-epiglottic  liga- 
ment; but  it  has  been  shown  by  the  laryngoscope  that  some 
pei'sons  can  acquire  such  control  over  their  organs  as  to  drop 
the  epiglottis  with  the  tongue  extended ;  and  this  would  seem 
to  confirm  the  ascribed  use  of  this  muscle  as  a  true  depressor. 

2.  Aryteno-cjnglottideuH^  a  still  more  delicate  muscle,  nm- 
ning  from  the  superior  lateral  jx)rtion  of  the  arytenoid  into  the 
side  of  the  epiglottis,  some  of  its  fibres  being  lost  in  the  ary-epi- 
glottic  fold.  This  muscle  is  indistinctly  defined  horizontally 
into  what  is  sometimes  described  as  a  superior  and  an  inferior 
muscle,  the  inferior  |x>rtion  of  which  (compressor  sacculi  larj'n- 
gis,  Hilton)  compresses  the  laiyngeal  pouch  and  squeezes  its  se- 
cretion out  ujKjn  the  vocal  cords.  The  superior  portion  will 
constringe  the  u])per  portion  of  the  quadrangular  membrane, 
and,  with  the  thyro-epiglottic  muscle,  assists  to  close  the  superior 
laryngeal  apertm*e. 

3.  The  Vocnl  Muscle. — There  is  still  another  intrinsic  larvn- 
geal  muscle  on  each  side  meriting  a  more  detailed  mention  than 
that  of  its  mere  origin  and  insertion.  This  is  the  th f/ro-aryte- 
noideus^  Ij'hig  external  to  the  vocal  cord  and  inseparably  at- 
tached to  it,  from  which  circumstance  many  anatomists  have 
considered  the  vocal  cord  but  the  tendon  of  this  muscle.  It  is 
most  usually  described  as  parallel  to  the  outer  side  of  the  cord, 
arisiuir  from  the  lower  half  of  the  rentrant  an^^le  of  the  thvroid 
cartilage  and  from  the  middle  crico-thyroid  ligament,  and  pass- 
ing backwards  and  outwards  to  be  inserted  into  the  anterior  and 
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outer  face  of  the  arytenoid  and  into  its  base;  its  use  boinjjf  to 
relax  the  vocal  cords  and  shorten  them,  thus  lessening  the  lenjjjth 
of  the  chink  of  the  glottis. 

The  tliyro-arytenoid  nuiscle,  however,  is  quite  complex  in  the 
arrangement  of  its  fibres,  and  seems  to  be  tlie  vocal  muscle  par 
excellence,  to  whose  contractions  are  nniinlv  due  the  various 
changes  of  forms  produced  in  the  glottis  during  vo(Milization, 
cantation,  etc.  It  has  been  very  thoi-oughly  described  by  Ha- 
taille,  who  has  dissected  it  minutely,  as  consisting  of  three  dis- 
tinct portions;  for  which  reason  he  has  pr()[)osed  for  it  the  name 
triceps-la  ryngea. 

These  three  portions  are  called  by  IJataille,  X^faiHreaajtlnnf 
2,fai8ceau  median  ou  arcifona ,'  and  i\^  faiHcean  jHivdholoiiL 

The  three  heads  arise  in  close  proj)iii(piity  from  tlu;  ntntrant 
angle  of  the  thyroid.  ThefirHt  or^V^^m  hiuulle  runs  back  with 
long,  flat,  horizontal  fibres,  to  be  inserted  into  the  infctrior  bor- 
der <;f  the  arytenoid  cartilage.  Jlie  Hiuumd  or  mithlU  jfortion 
forms  a  triangular  pyramid,  sei)arable  into  two  flut  triangles, 
the  base  being  inserted  into  the  concave  face  <»f  tb(!  arj'ti^noid 
cartilage,  its  internal  surface  being  adherent  lu^arly  throughout 
to  the  first  or  flat  bundle;  and  near  its  arvtenoidal  attachment  it 
anastomoses  again  with  this  flat  bundle  by  sliort  pcnnate  fibres. 
Its  suj>erior  surface  is  concave,  and  fonns  the  fl^Kir  of  the  ven- 
tricle. The  third  hniidU  assumes  the  fonn  of  an  irregular  j>a- 
ralK>la.  with  fibres  divisible  into  suj)erior,  middb*,  and  inferior 
laven?.  and  sends  out  fibres  of  attachment  to  the  fiivt  and  wjc/Mid 
bundles,  and  alscj  to  the  intenial  wall  of  the  ventricle.  Tlie 
upjXT  eclge  of  the  first  bundle  is  intimately  inc^»r|>'irated  into  the 
tiiw-ue  of  the  vrx-al  c^>rds  by  short  jH^nnated  filmf?*,  and  fornm  a 
large  |»^»rtioii  of  the  constituent  structure  of  the  cord,  ei»|x;^'ially 
i*i  its  inferior  surface. 

Tlie  al^ive  resume  is  but  an  outline  of  the  minute  anatomv 
of  this  c»*mplex  mus<*le,  which  ujake^  still  further  atta/'lifiieiitM 
Vf  ib^  epitrl'-ttir*  and  other  a^lja^rent  j^rt-  :  but  it  \^  sufficiently 
de^-ninlve  to  .-how  its  intri^-ate  arran^renient  arid  intimate  rela- 
ti'/i.r  V.  I:h  the  v^x-al  e^»rrl,  ^}  tliat  it  d^/^r«  not  i^-em  irmrioiial  to  inf#^ 
-iLas  :t  }*a-  i.o  .-light  {/anicii/ation  in  the  fun^jon  of  pr/liic'rig 
the  vairi-'tis  cLaij:res  of  fonn  and  tension  in  the  ulotti:-.  bv  mean*  *d 
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which  a  narrow  band  of  tissue,  scarce  eight  lines  in  length,  and 
barely  more  than  a  line  in  breadth,  and  with  but  a  single  margin 
free  to  vibrate,  is  rendered  adequate  in  response  to  emotion,  or 
mental  conception,  to  execute  the  immense  variety  of  sound  and 
modulation  of  which  the  human  voice  is  capable.  There  is  but 
little  doubt  tliat  the  careful  study  of  the  mechanical  construc- 
tion of  this  muscle,  coupled  witli  a  sufficient  number  of  accurate 
laryngoscopic  observations  as  to  the  changes  of  form  in  the 
glottis,  and  consonant  action  of  other  parts  attendant  upon  the 
production  of  musical  tones  in  the  various  registers,  will  in  time 
disclose  to  physiology  many  of  the  secret  mysteries  of  the  most 
distinctive,  seductive,  and  suggeistive  characteristic  of  hu- 
manity,— the  voice. 

MUCOUS   MEMBRANE,    GLANI>8,  BLOOD-VESSELS,   AND   NERVES   OF  THE 

LARYNX. 

The  contour  of  the  larynx,  externally  and  internally,  is  cov- 
ered by  nmcous  membrane  continuous  with  that  of  the  mouth 
and  pharynx.  It  differs  in  thickness  and  degree  of  adhesion  to 
subjacent  parts.  It  is  exceedingly  thin  and  closely  adherent  on 
the  free  borders  of  the  true  vocal  cords ;  thin,  but  less  adherent 
in  the  sac  of  Hilton ;  loosely  adherent  to  the  ventricular  bands  ; 
thicker  and  closely  adherent  on  the  posterior  face  of  the  epiglot- 
tis, and  on  the  inner  faces  of  the  vocal  processes ;  less  adherent 
to  the  anterior  surface  of  the  epiglottis ;  very  loosely  attached 
to  the  ary-epiglottic  folds  and  to  the  arytenoidal  walls,  which 
parts  are  thus  extremely  liable  to  become  infiltrated,  so  that  the 
inner  surfaces  almost  touch,  producing  oedema  of  the  larynx,  or, 
as  it  is  improperly  tenned,  oedema  of  the  glottis. 

The  epithelium  is  the  ciliated  variety  found  covering  the 
whole  mucous  respiratory  tract,  with  the  exception  of  a  naiTOW 
stripe  of  the  squamous  epithelium  of  the  oesophagus,  which 
mounts  the  larynx  posteriorly,  continues  down  the  internal  face 
of  its  posterior  wall,  and  covers  the  free  portion  of  the  true 
vocal  cords  from  one  end  to  the  other.  On  the  inferior  face  of 
the  cords  the  ciliated  epithelium  is  again  encountered. 

The  larynx  is  abundantly  supplied  with  glands.  They  are 
found  in  the  larjaigeal  pouches,  in  the  pyramidal  sinuses,  in  the 
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posterior  wall,  in  the  arj'-epiglottic  folds  where  near  their  aryte- 
noidal  attachments  they  are  accumulated  in  the  form  of  an  L, 
and  are  called  collectively  the  arytenoid  glands ;  in  the  pad  of 
the  epiglottis,  and,  isolated,  elsewhere  ;  but  there  are  none  upon 
the  true  vocal  cords.  They  are  sometimes  solitary,  sometimes 
in  clusters,  and  vary  from  the  size  of  a  poppy-seed  to  that  of  a 
lentil. 

The  larj-nx  is  supplied  with  blood  by  branches  from  the 
superior  and  inferior  laryngeal,  and  the  crico-tliyroid  arteries. 

The  veins  empty  into  the  superior,  middle,  and  inferior  thy- 
roid veins. 

The  nerves  supplying  the  larynx  are  the  superior,  and  in- 
ferior or  recurrent  laryngeal  of  the  par  vagum,  with  some 
filaments  from  the  great  sympathetic  The  inferior  laryngeal 
is  the  motor  nerve,  and  supplies  all  the  muscles  except  the  crico- 
thyroid, which,  with  the  mucx>us  membrane,  is  supplied  by  tlie 
superior  larjugeal,  which  also  sends  some  fibres  to  the  aryte- 
n^ideufl. 

HISTOLOGY   OF   THE   LARYNX. 

According  to  the  researches  of  Luschka,  whose  Anatmiie  des 
Menschen  is  the  most  elaborate  and  instructive  on  tliis  subject 
which  the  writer  has  consulted,  we  learn  that  the  cartilages  of 
the  larynx  are  composed  of  true  cai*tilage  structure — fibro-car- 
tilage  and  reticular  cartilage.  Tlie  thyroid,  cricoid,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  tlie  ar}'tenoid  cartilages  are  formed  of  or 
dinary  cartilage,  bluish-white  in  color.  This  form  has  consid- 
erable disposition  during  the  course  of  time  to  undergo 
pathological  degeneration.  It  undergoes  earliest  the  fibrous 
degeneration,  by  which  it  becomes  fragile,  assumes  a  yellow 
color,  or  becomes  spotted  with  yellow,  and  grates  under  the 
knife.  In  the  so-called  granular  degeneration,  it  assuines  a 
turbid  color,  sometimes  yellowisli,  sometimes  tlie  color  of  asbes- 
tos. The  intercellular  substance  is  filled  more  or  less  with 
larger  and  smaller  dark  molecules,  and  contains  isolated  larger 
granular  bodies  distributed  through  it.  Sometimes  tlie  de- 
generation is  into  porous  osseous  substance  richly  supplied  with 
adipose  matter,  and  this  occurs  so  frequently  in  mature  age 
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that  R.  Columbus  {J,  B,  Morgagni^  Adversaria  Anat  1,  23) 
does  not  hesitate  to  enumerate  the  larynx  with  the  osseous  sys- 
tem. The  ossification  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  cricoid  and 
thjToid  cartilages,  sometimes  occurring  earlier  in  one,  at  other 
times  in  the  other.  Sdgond  says  that  the  muscular  process  is 
always  the  starting-point  of  the  ossification ;  and  that  next  to 
the  influence  of  age,  the  amount  of  exercise  influences  its  de- 
generation. And  he  contends  that  this  occurs  earlier  and  in 
greater  extent  among  professional  vocalists  than  among  indi- 
viduals who  do  not  make  extraordinaiy  use  of  their  voices. 

Less  f i-equeiitly  than  ossification,  infiltration  of  carbonate  of 
lime  is  met  with,  which  is  also  said  to  occur  in  the  caj)sules  of 
the  cartilage  as  well  as  its  hyaline  substance. 

The  epiglottis,  the  cartilages  of  Santorini,  of  Wrisberg,  the 
sesamoid  cartilages,  the  vocal  processes  and  points  of  tlie  aryte- 
noids, the  colliculuB  and  vocal  processes  of  the  thyroid  cartilage, 
are  comjx^sed  of  yellow  or  reticular  cartilage.  These  are  liable 
to  calcification  rather  than  ossification. 

The  thyn>id  cartilage  is  ordinarily  described  as  composed  of 
two  plates,  ala%  or  wings,  which  are  joined  at  the  centre.  This 
is  not  sufficiently  exact.  It  was  first  pointed  out  by  Rambaud, 
and  subsequently  by  J.  A.  Cavasse,  Ilalberstma  (Luschka),  et 
al.y  that  there  is  an  intermediate  or  central  cartilage  uniting  tlie 
two  wings — the  lamina  intermedia.  This  has  much  the  form 
of  an  inverted  wine-glass  with  flaring  edges,  or  the  large  ex- 
tremity of  a  trumpet ;  but  o<*cusionally  it  is  rlK>inlH>idal  in  shape. 
It  can  be  recognized  in  all  ages  and  in  both  sexes,  and  can  be 
readily  sepamted  in  the  unossified  larynx  after  the  perichon- 
drium has  been  fully  removed,  which  can  be  best  done  in  those 
wliich  have  been  immersed  for  some  time  in  alcohol.  A  trans- 
verse or  vertical  section  will  show  its  existence,  and  it  can  be 
isolated  by  maceration  in  a  dilute  solution  of  potassa.  It  ia 
comix«ed  of  a  hyaline  cartilage  structure,  and  by  its  more  gray- 
ish color  can  be  distinguished  from  the  milky-white  of  the  ate 
proper.  The  cartilage  of  this  intermediate  portion  of  the  thy- 
roid on  its  inner  surface  receives  the  anterior  vocal  processes, 
to  which  the  true  vocal  cords  are  attaclied.  It  has  been  shown 
by  Gerhardt  to  be  composed  of  reticular  cartilage,  but  it  de- 
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parts  from  the  usual  construction  of  reticular  cartilage,  inaa 
much  as  instead  of  the  usual  thickly-matted  small,  dark,  short 
elastic  fibre  arrangement,  here  paler  fibrils,  sometimes  plaited 
in  bands,  ci-oss  each  other,  sometimes  horizontally,  sometimes 
curvilinearly,  forming  interspaces  in  which  large  cartilage-cells 
are  here  and  there  distributed.  This  fibrous  cartilaginous 
structure  has  been  found  unchanged  by  Luschka,  even  when 
the  lamina  intermedia  had  become  completely  ossified,  which 
circumstance  would  seem  to  show  that  it  may  maintain  some 
important  physiological  relation  to  the  true  vocal  cords. 

We  have  sjx)ken  of  the  yellow  color  of  tlie  vocal  processes 
of  the  arytenoids.  It  is  demonstrable  by  the  microscope,  as 
was  first  pointed  out  by  Rheiner,  that  through  the  fibrous  base- 
ment structure  of  their  reticular  cartilage,  these  processes  are 
actually  continuous  with  the  fibro-clastic  element  of  the  true 
vocal  cords. 

The  sesamoid  cartilages  first  discovered  by  Luschka  are  only 
occasionally  present.  They  have  been  observed  in  various  de- 
grees of  development  in  both  sexes,  at  all  ages,  and  in  both 
feebly  and  strongly  built  individuals. 

The  vocal  cords  are  duplicatures  of  the  elastic  vocal  membrane 
of  the  larynx ;  and  their  remarkable  susceptibility  of  vibration 
is  due  to  a  peculiar  fibrous  band  which  forms  their  basement 
structure.  The  general  mucous  membrane  projects  beyond  this 
band,  enveloping  it  more  or  less  l(X)6ely  and  permitting  the  sepa- 
rate action  of  the  membrane  as  vibrating  reeds  in  the  formation 
of  the  falsetto  tones.  At  their  extremities  the  cords  are  rein- 
forced with  reticular  cartilage,  by  which  their  susceptibility  of 
vibration  is  secured,  and  tlieir  ossification  prevented.  Their  an- 
terior and  posterior  extremities  are  so  thoroughly  connected  with 
the  anterior  and  posterior  vocal  processes  that  their  fibrous  struc- 
ture is  inextricably  blended  into  the  felt-like  elastic  element  of  the 
vocal  cords.  In  addition  to  this  a  large  proportion  of  the  fibres  of 
the  thjTo-arytenoid  muscle  is  so  intimately  bound  up  into  this 
duplicature  of  elastic  vocal  membrane,  and  so  incorjx)rated  into 
its  structure,  that  it  actually  forms  the  largest  moiety  of  the 
bodv  of  the  cord. 

There  are  found  in  the  reticular  cartilage  of  the  epiglottis, 
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irregular  pits  or  notches  containing  follicular  and  racemose 
glands.  This  inlaying  with  glandular  structure  gives  it  a  gi*eat 
disposition  to  ulceration,  which,  when  it  occurs,  usually  results 
in  ulcers  invgularly  serrated  in  outline. 

The  bulging  belly  of  the  epiglottis  is  due  in  part  to  an  in- 
creased thickness  of  cartilage,  but  in  a  greater  measure  to  an 
accumulation  of  glandular  and  adipose  tissue. 

The  perichondrium  of  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx  is  com- 
posed of  thick  areolar  tissue,  interspersed  with  a  few. irregular 
elastic  fibres.  It  contains  a  tolerably  rich  network  of  blood- 
vessels. But  few  nerves  can  be  traced  in  it,  and,  according  to 
Luschka,  only  as  primitive  fibres.  According  to  J.  Engles,  who 
has  minutely  investigated  the  structure  of  this  perichondrium, 
that  of  the  epiglottis  is  most  richly  supplied  with  nerves,  and 
upon  both  its  surfaces. 

RniNOSCOPY. 

Rhinoscopy  is  the  term  applied  by  Czermak  in  designation  of 
his  method  of  inspecting  the  posterior  region  of  the  nares  by  re- 
flected light.  It  suggested  itself  at  an  early  date  to  this  observer 
as  an  outgrowth  from  larj  iigoscopy,  and  he  first  described  *  it  soon 
after  his  name  had  become  familiarly  associated  with  the  sister 
art  As  inspection  of  the  nostrils  anteriorly  is  also  rhinoscopy,  it 
would  be  as  well  to  call  the  other  method  posterior  rhinoscopy. 

Rhinoscopio  examination  of  the  naso-phuryngeal  region. 
— The  lar}'ngoscopic  apparatus  suffices  for  rhinoscopic  exami- 
nation. The  principles  involved  are  precisely  the  same  as  in 
laryngoscopy ;  the  only  difference  being  in  the  position  of  the 
mouth  mirror,  which  is  to  be  placed  beneath  the  soft  palate  and 
uvula,  or  behind  them,  with  its  reflecting  surface  looking  up- 
wards and  forwards,  so  as  to  direct  the  light  ui>on  the  posterior 
openings  of  the  luisal  passages  and  upon  the  parts  in  immediate 
proximity.  The  image  of  these  parts  is  then  seen  in  the  mirror. 
The  pharynx  is  to  be  most  strongly  illuminated  at  a  point  a  little 
lower  than  that  usually  selected  for  laryngoscopic  observation. 

'  Ueber  die  Inspektion  des  Cavum  pharyngo-nasale  and  den  Nuenhohle 
vermittelst  kleiner  Spiegel.     Wien.  Med.  Woch. ,  Aug.  6,  1850. 
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The  primary  requisite  to  a  successful  examinatiou  is  the 
existence  of  sufficient  space  for  the  mirror  between  the  velum 
and  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx.  When  the  hard  palate 
extends  unusually  far  back,  it  may  be  impossible  to  make  an 
examination  with  the  mirror,  as  happened  in  one  (;ase  under 
the  care  of  the  author.  Such  cases,  however,  are  altogether  ex- 
ceptional. As  a  rule,  an  examination  may  almost  always  be 
readily  effected,  though  seldom  with  the  facility  that  attends  a 
laryngoscopic  examination. 

It  is  essential  for  the  introduction  of  the  mirror,  that  tlie 
soft  palate  should  hang  free  from  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
pharj'nx.  When  the  mouth  is  opened  for  purjxjses  of  examina- 
tion, there  is  usually  an  involuntary  disposition  to  breathe  through 
it.  Tliis  causes  the  palate  to  apply  itself  against  the  })osterior 
wall  of  the  pharynx,  and  thus  shut  off  all  communication  be- 
tween the  mouth  and  the  nares.  If  breathing  be  performed 
through  the  nose,  the  palate  drops,  and  the  communication 
between  nose  and  mouth  is  then  free,  as  in  ordinary  respiration 
with  the  mouth  closed.  Hence  we  direct  the  patient  to  breathe 
through  his  nostrils  while  his  mouth  is  open.  This  resix>nse  of 
the  palate  to  respiration  through  mouth  or  nose,  and  its  play 
backwards  and  forwards,  can  be  readily  observed  in  a  lookijig- 
glass.  If  the  patient  cannot  succeed  in  maintaining  respiration 
through  the  nose,  we  may  force  his  palate  to  fall  forwards  by 
causing  him  to  emit  nasal  sounds,  such  as  the  French  en  f  and, 
as  the  respiratory  current  passes  by  the  nostrils,  the  palate  falls. 
This  plan  was  suggested  by  Czermak.  Should  this  device  fail, 
we  resort  to  forcible  separation  of  the  palate  from  the  pharyn- 
geal wall  by  means  of  a  broad  and  flat  hook  passed  under  and 
behind  the  velum,  and  then  drawn  forwards  and  upwards  by 
the  observer.  This  plan  is  often  but  partially  successful,  inas- 
much as  it  usually  induces  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of 
the  palate,  the  disposition  to  which  spasm  is  to  be  overcome 
only  by  repeated  contact  of  the  instrument  until  its  presence 
and  pressure  is  tolerated,  or  until  the  irritability  of  the  muscles 
is  exhausted.  Tlie  same  amount  of  time  and  patience  devoted 
to  the  proper  regulation  of  the  respiration  will  insure  the  suc- 
cess of  the  latter  and  more  desirable  expedient. 
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The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  rhinoBCopic  examination 
are,  with  the  exception  of  the  respiration  just  treated  of,  the 
same  as  those  described  under  the  head  of  laryngoscopy. 

The  same  mouth  mirror  may  be  used  for  rhinoscopic  as  for 
laryngoscopic  examinations,  only  there  is  more  frequent  occa- 
sion for  the  employment  of  a  mirror  of  smaller  diameter. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  attaching  the  mirror  to  the  stem  at  a 
right  angle,  as  recommended  by  some  authors,  nor  is  such  a 
mirror  as  conveniently  manipulated  as  the  larjngoscopic  mirror. 

If  a  vertical  position  of  the  reflecting  surface  is  desired,  it 
may  be  obtained  very  readily  by  depressing  the  handle  of  the 
mirror.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  desired  to  gain  a  view  of 
the  roof  of  the  nares,  or  of  the  vault  of  the  phar}iix,  the  handle 
can  be  raised  so  as  to  give  the  mirror  a  more  oblique  position. 
A  reflection  of  the  parts,  exact  as  to  size  and  form,  such  as  we 
obtain  of  our  faces  in  a  toilet  mirror,  could  be  obtained  only  in 
the  absence  of  necessary  structures  which  prevent  our  seeing 
the  reflection  when  the  mirror  is  exactly  behind  the  nares  in  a 
vertical  plane.  It  is  only  an  image  in  perspective  of  the  parts 
in  front  of  the  miiTor  and  above  it  that  can  bo^seen  at  best,  and 
this  we  secure  with  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  in  rhinoscopic 
position  much  more  readily  than  with  the  so-called  rhinoscopic 
mirror. 

In  the  earlier  days  of  rhinoscopy,  it  was  thought  essential  to 
employ  some  means  of  drawing  the  palate  upwards  and  forwards ; 
and  various  palate-hooks  and  elevators  have  been  devised  for 
the  purpose.  This  want  was  probably  occasioned  by  the  use  of 
the  mirror  at  right  angles  to  its  shank.  When  such  a  contri- 
vance is  requisite,  which  occurs  only  occasionally,  a  flat  plate  of 
metal  or  hard  rubber,  three  or  four  lines  in  breadth,  terminat- 
ing in  an  edge  turned  up  for  about  one  or  two  lines,  and  fenes- 
trated or  not,  according  to  fancy,  will  be  found  serviceable. 
When  the  space  between  velum  and  pharynx  is  small,  it  may 
sometimes  be  enlarged  by  r^jpeatedly  drawing  the  velum  for- 
wards by  means  of  a  blunt  hook,  these  manipulations  being 
repeated  at  inten^als  for  several  days.  The  space  may  also  be 
increased  by  confining  the  palate  in  two  tapes  passed  through 
the  nostrils,  out  of  the  mouth,  and  tied  over  the  upper  lip  in  front. 
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A  Bort  of  double  T  bandage  with  four  taik  answers  this  pui-pose, 
and  may  sometimes  be  employed  in  this  way  for  purix)8e8  of  more 
thorough  examination,  or  for  facilitating  operative  procedures. 
These  contrivances  are  not  well  borne. 

The  use  of  a  tongiiQ-depressor  is  almost  always  necessary  in  a 
rhinoscopic  examination.  It  increases  the  space  between  the 
tongue  and  the  palate,  and  gives  more  room  for  the  passage  of 
the  miiTor. 

AVhen  a  large  mirror  cannot  be  used — and  cases  are  not  infre- 
quently met  with  that  pennit  the  use  of  a  raiiTor  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  diameter — small  mirrors  are  passed  first  upon  one 
side  and  then  upon  the  other,  so  as  to  examine  the  structures  of 
each  side  successively. 

Instruments  combining  tongue-depressor  and  mirror  have 
been  invented  by  several  observers,  but  they  are  altogether 
superfluous,  inasmuch  as  the  management  of  the  tongue  can  be 
entrusted  to  the  patient,  thus  affording  the  operator  a  chance  to 
employ  with  his  disengaged  hand  whatever  other  instrument 
may  be  necessary  for  treatment. 

The  Struotures  Sul^jeoted  to  Rhinoscopic  Inspection 

are : — 

The  posterior  surface  of  the  soft  palate  and  the  uvida ; 

The  posterior  and  part  of  the  lateral  portions  of  the  septum 
of  tlie  nose,  the  turbinated  bones,  and  the  nasal  meatuses ; 

The  pharyngeal  walls  of  the  Eustachian  tube  and  its  orifice  ; 

The  vault  or  roof  of  the  pharjnx  ; 

The  lateral  walls  of  the  pharynx  ;  and 

The  upper  portion  of  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx. 

These  structures  cannot  all  be  examined  in  one  and  the  same 
image;  but  by  gently  turning  the  reflecting  surface  of  the 
mirror  towards  the  different  regions  we  are  able  gradually  to 
complete  a  satisfactory  survey  of  the  whole  in  detail.  In  some  cases 
we  can  see  both  choanoe,  both  Eustachian  tubes,  and  most  of  tlie 
vault  of  the  pharynx,  in  one  and  the  same  image.  An  image  of 
this  kind  is  represented  in  Fig.  21 ;  and  in  some  instances  we  can 
see  much  more  of  tlie  surfaces  of  tlie  turbinated  liones,  that  is, 
much  more  deeply  into  the  meatuses,  tlian  is  here  represented. 
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It  18  very  eesential  to  become  familiarized  with  the  appear- 
aiices  represented  in  the  rliiiioecopic  mirror  in  order  to  be  able 
to  recognize  the  individual  structnreB ;  not  only  because  these 
parts  are  rarely  eubmitted  to  dissection,  but  also  because  the 
idea  of  the  relation  of  parts,  as  seen  in  the  skull  deprived  of 
soft  tissue,  is  not  realized  in  the  examination  under  (^oiiaid- 
eration. 

If  we  examine  the  image  represented  in  Fig.  21,  we  sliall 
find  tlie  most  prominent 
y^-  M.  object  to  be  a  bright  co- 

lumnar ridge  in  the  cen- 
tre, gradually  expanding 
al>ove.  This  is  the  nasal 
septum.  It  is,  in  health, 
of  a  pale  yellow,  or  yel- 
lowish }>ink  color  at  its 
narrow  portion,  but  as  it 
expands  its  color  grad- 
ually merges  into  the  re<l 
of  the  pharyngeal  mucous 
membrane  above  it.  Fol- 
lowing the  outlino  of  tlie 
expanding  portion  of  the 
septum,  we  deBne  upon 
each  side  the  ix)sterior 
boi-derof  each  correaix>nd- 
ing  nasal  oi^ening,  the  lowennoat  portion  of  which  is  cut  off 
from  view  by  a  horizontally  cu^^■ed  projecting  ridge  of  a  red 
color,  n'hich,  with  as  much  of  it  as  is  reflected  l>elow,  is  the 
jiosterior  eui-faee  of  the  vehim.  Following  the  iiiuer  c;ur\-e  of 
this  velum  round  on  either  side,  we  obseiTe  it  rising  over  tlie 
outer  portion  of  each  nasal  opening,  and  fonuing  a  projetiting 
ridge  which  is  fonne<l  by  tlie  fibres  of  the  levator  palati  muscle 
fonning  the  anterior  wall  of  the  pharj'iigcal  extremity  of  the  Eus- 
tachian tube ;  and  we  lind  it  continuous  on  the  outside  with  an- 
other projection  above,  which  is  the  cartilaginous  extremity  of  the 
Eustachian  tube ;  and  between  these  two  projections  we  observe 
a  considerable  depression,  of  triangular  outline,  which  is  the 


nirf*c«  of  the  velom. 
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pharjTigeal  orifice  of  the  EuBtacliiau  tube.  Following  tlic  pro- 
tuberance caused  W  the  Euatachian  tube  backwards,  we obeene 
it  defining  a  c-anal,  the  terminal  fossa  of  wliich,  as  it  f  mis  up- 
wards and  outwards,  ia  the  fosea  of  JioBeumUiler,  lying  Itetweeu 
this  lateral  projection  and  the  posterior  wall  of  the  i>harj'nx. 
Tliie  in  the  ^xiiut  in  which  the  EuBtacliian  catheter  m  so  often 
engaged  by  mistake  during  the  use  of  that  instrument. 

lietuniing  to  tho  central  ]H>rtion  of  the  image,  tlie  parts  in 
shadow  on  eadi  side  of  the  septum  represent  the  free  cavity  of 


the  nose  on  each  side  respectively.  FoUuwing  this  shadow  from 
below  upwards  on  cither  side,  we  see  it  tenninato  in  a  large 
shadow,  which  i-cprcseiitu  the  upper  meatus  ;  the  Uglit  |>ortion 
above  this,  still  within  tlie  clkoaniim,  is  the  upj>er  turbinated 
bone,  of  the  lower  portion  of  which  a  small  ])ortion  is  still  fur- 
ther Been  projecting  into  the  shadow ;  the  outer  iwrtion  of  tho 
upper  turbinated  bone  turns  down  and  seems  to  be  lost  in  a 
central  bulbous  portion  which  is  the  middle  turbinated  bone ; 
this  is  partly  covered  by  another  prominent  object  which  is  the 
inferior  turbinated  bone ;  aud  above  this  and  to  the  outside  is  a 
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Bbadon*  representing  what  is  eeen  of  tlie  middle  meatus.  Occa- 
Bionally,  but  not  in  the  image  figured,  we  can  discern  tlto  p<«i- 
tion  of  the  inferior  meatus  just  beneath  tlie  lower  turbinated 
bone,  only  a  portion  of  which  is  seen  in  tlie  drawing. 

A  better  ^-iew  of  the  lower  turbinated  bones  is  obtained  in  a 
view  represented  in  Fig.  22,  and  drawn  by  Dr.  Pac^kard  from 
one  of  the  author's  cases  of  cleft  palate,  shown  in  Fig.  23  before 
closure  of  the  fissure.  As  complete  a  view  of  these  structures 
is  occasionally  encountered  without  the  pre-exiatence  of  any 
defect  in  the  palate. 

In  the  instance  referred,  to  the  fissure  enabled  the  mirror  to  be 
placed  higher  up  than  can  ordinarily  be  done,  and  thus  secured  a 
better  view  of  the  middle  and  lower  turbinated  bones, 

y.   ^  Fig.  24  represents  a  rliinoscopic  image 

from  one  of  the  author's  cases,  in  which  an 
unusually  good  view  of  the  pharyngeal  ori- 
fice of  the  left  Eustachian  tube  is  obtained 
by  slightly  rotating  the  face  of  the  mirror 
to  that  side. 
vi™o(wtB„uoLi««tt«.  Th«  <»^*""  "^f  *^^  healthy  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  nasal  and  naso-pharyngeal 
etrnctures,  as  seen  in  the  rhinoscopic  image,  varies  from  a  pale 
grayish-red  or  yellow,  with  a  mere  tinge  of  pink,  to  a  drab  or  the 
more  decided  red  of  the  pharyngeal  mucous  membrane.  The 
narrow  column  of  the  septum,  and  the  inner  or  lower  walls  of 
the  Eustachian  orifice,  are  of  a  pale  pink-yellow,  sometimes  de- 
cidedly yellow ;  the  projections  of  the  Eustachian  tube  are  red ; 
the  superior  turbinated  bone  is  a  light  pink ;  but  any  of  its  lower 
or  lateral  surface  that  may  be  seen  is  dark -gray ;  tlie  middle 
torbiiiated  bone  looks  gray  and  is  verj-  distinct ;  the  lower 
turbinated  bone  is  still  darker  and  less  distinct;  the  sides  of 
the  septum,  when  not  diseased,  are  drab  or  ashy-red  ;  the  other 
structures  are  red,  the  reflection  of  the  velum  at  the  Eustachian 
tube  being  of  a  lighter  red  below  than  above.  The  precise  tint 
of  each  sti-ucture  varies  with  the  character  of  the  light,  its  posi- 
tion infiucncing  tltc  shadows ;  and  also  with  the  position  of  the 
patient.  The  description  attempted  above  corresponds  as  near 
S8  may  be  to  the  tints  given  by  artificial  light. 
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In  gaining  a  view  of  the  posterior  nares,  the  first  reflection 
seen  in  the  mirror  as  it  is  passed  under  the  vehim  is  the  image 
of  the  posterior  aspect  of  the  uvula,  vehim,  and  palatine  arches; 
presenting  together,  especially  when  tlie  parts  are  tense,  much 
the  general  appearance  of  the  outline  of  the  image  of  the  sep- 
tum and  nasal  openings,  especially  should  one  of  the  molar  teeth 
be  reflected  just  to  the  side  of  the  u\nila.  When  this  image  of 
the  velum  and  arches  is  seen,  the  handle  of  the  mirror  should 
be  gradually  depressed,  or  the  reflecting  surface  be  slipped  up 
further  behind  the  velum,  when  we  will  see  the  velum  gradu- 
ally extending  itself  as  it  were,  and  then  turning  on  itself  back- 
wards at  a  right  angle,  looking  not  unlike  a  shelf  of  flesh,  on 
top  of  which,  and  somewhat  in  its  rear,  we  begin  to  recognize 
the  true  image  of  the  septum  and  nares  making  its  appearance 
in  the  mirror. 

Examination  of  the  nasal  passages  anteriorly.  —  This 
might  be  termed  anterior  rhinoscopy.  A  thorough  examination 
of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nasal  passages  should  not  be  neg- 
lected in  cases  implicating  the  nostrils.  Very  often  it  will  suf- 
fice for  this  puqx>se  in  throw  the  head  of  the  patient  back,  and 
turn  the  point  of  the  nose  up  so  as  to  get  the  parts  as  much  as 
possible  in  a  horizontal  plane,  and  witli  a  good  light  upon  them. 
Reflected  daylight,  or  artificial  light,  is  often  much  better  than 
direct  sunlight,  as  we  can  direct  the  illumination  along  the 
passages  by  moving  a  reflector,  much  more  readily  than  we  can 
by  moving  the  patient's  head. 

The  nostrils  may  be  dilated  by  means  of  a  pocket  probe  or 
some  small  instrument  pressed  against  the  outer  portion  of  the 
nostril.  A  small  aural  speculum  sometimes  answers  the  pur- 
pose ;  and  it  is  pushed  back  as  far  as  the  position  of  the  nasal 
bones,  so  as  to  dilate  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  tlie  passage. 
A  bivalve  aural  speculum  has  been  modified  by  Mr.  Hilton,  by 
making  the  blades  longer,  broader,  and  slightly  cur\-ed.  Els- 
berg's  three-leaved  steel  dilating  speculum  (Fig.  25),  modelled 
after  the  tracheal  dilator  of  Trousseau,  answers  admirably  for 
this  purpose. 

An  excellent  nasal  dilator  devised  by  Thudichum  (Fig.  26) 


76 


EXAMINATION    OF   THE   THROAT. 


stretclies  tlie  nostrils  very  satisfactorily.  It  is  introduced  closed, 
and  tlien,  as  it  expands,  liolds  its  position  when  once  adjusted. 
If  well  borne  it  exposes  the  parts  very  effectually;  but  the 
pressure  is  usually  so  painful  that  a  small  amount  of  compres- 
sion must  be  used  to  weaken  the  spring.  It  is  especially  well 
adapted  for  operating  upon  the  deeper  stnictures.  Several 
sizes  are  requisite  in  order  to  suit  the  nostrils  of  the  jiatients. 


Fig.  26. 


Pig. «. 


ElflbergV  nostril  dilator  aiid  Miteculum. 


Thudicum's  dilating  qMcnlom  for  the  nnstrilA. 


Dr.  Metz  uses  a  dilator  made  in  two  portions,  each  attached 
to  a  separate  handle ;  these  portions  may  be  used  singly  or 
tx)gether. 

Complete  satisfactory  examination  is  only  o<H*asionally  possible, 
the  deeper  portions  of  the  structures  being  entii-ely  out  of  direct 
or  reflected  vision. 

In  exploring  the  nasal  passages  we  can  sometimes  And  good 
service  in  the  use  of  the  little  finger,  previously  oiled  and  then 
employed  as  a  probe.  In  this  way  we  may  sometimes  be  en- 
abled to  determine  the  position  of  ulcers,  tumors,  foreign  lx>dies, 
calcareous  concretions,  etc.,  which  we  may  not  be  able  to  discover 
either  on  anterior  inspection  WMth  the  speculum,  or  by  poste- 
rior inspection  with  the  rhinoscope. 

In  cases  of  doubt  as  to  the  occlusion  of  the  nasal  passages, 
Wintrich  has  suggested  an  indii-ect  method  of  physical  diagno- 
sis wliich  is  noticjed  on  account  of  its  (curiosity,  without  any 
comment  on  its  value.     The  tympanitic  sound  yielded  on  per- 
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enssion  of  the  larynx,  lowers  in  pitch  when  one  nofitril  is  elosed, 
and  becomes  Btill  deeper  and  weaker  in  tone  wlien  Imth  no»- 
trils  are  closed.  If,  now,  it  is  found  that  no  cliange  is  effected 
on  the  }x>rcns8ion  pitch  of  the  larvnx  by  closing  one  or  the  other, 
or  both  nostrils,  it  is  to  be  inferred,  says  Wintrich,  that  their 
permeability  is  oc*clnded  by  the  presence  of  secretion,  tumor, 
or  foreign  body  in  one  or  tlie  otlicr  nostril,  or  both,  as  the  case 
mav  be. 
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CHAPTER   III. 


SORE   THROAT. 


Sore  throat  may  be  exceedingly  mild  in  character,  and  may 
vary  from  mere  annoyance  to  a  condition  of  intense  suflfering 
as  exhibited  in  the  higher  grades  of  inflammation.  All  the  ana- 
tomical regions  of  the  throat  may  be  affected  together,  or  tlie 
disease  may  be  confined  to  one  or  more  of  them ;  and  various 
names  have  been  given  to  designate  the  special  locality  of  the 
affection.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  essential  disease  is  the 
same  in  nature,  produced  by  tlie  same  causes,  and  amenable  to 
the  same  plan  of  treatment,  it  will  be  convenient  to  consider  the 
varieties  of  soi*e  throat  together. 

The  name  cynafiche  (from  the  Greek),  and  aiigiim  (from  the 
Latin),'  has  been  applied  to  designate  inflammations  of  the 
throat,  especially  when  accompanied  by  disturbances  in  the 
functions  of  deglutition  and  respiration.  Thus  we  have 
cynaiiche  jxiroiidwa^  mumps,  or  parotitis;  cynanche  tonsillaH^, 
tonsillitis,  amygdalitis,  quinsy;  cytianche  pharyngea^  pharyn- 
gitis ;  cynaiiiihe  larynyea^  acute  laryngitis ;  cynanche  trache- 
alls,  croup ;  and  we  have  cynanche  trach^aUs  mpaainodica  y 
cynanche  malUjna  /  cytutncJic  gangrcenosa,  sea  e-pidainica,  sen 
purpuro-parotidew,  and  several  other  cj-nanches,  which  it  is 
needless  to  enumerate.  If  we  prefer  to  call  a  sore  tliroat 
angina,  then  we  have  an^itta  apthosa,  angina  wdenmtosa, 
angina  sicca,  angiiui  peUicularis,  anginal  nasalis,  in  illustra- 
tion of  some  varieties  of  sore  throat  not  alreadv  indicated, 
besides  other  anginas,  which  represent  the  entire  list  of  cynan- 
ches. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  great  similarity  of  these  affections 
in  many  respects,  it  will  not  be  illogical  to  take  a  comprehensive 
view  of  sore  throat  in  general ;  selecting  for  observation  in 
detail  such  manifestations  only  as  are  often  very  prominent,  or 
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which,  from  their  locality  or  their  rapid  progress  toward  a 
fatal  issue,  demand  special  attention. 

COMMON  SORE  THROAT — ERYTHEMATOUS  SORE  THROAT. 

Sore  throat  may  be  acute  or  chronic,  superficial  or  deep- 
seated,  idiopathic  or  s}Tnptomatic. 

The  most  frequent  variety  of  acute  sore  throat,  though  the 
symptoms  are  sometimes  exceedingly  moderate,  is  that  of  a 
simple  erythematous  inflammation.  The  mucous  membrane 
of  the  phar}'nx,  palate,  and  tonsils  is  found  to  be  congested,  or 
of  a  more  or  less  deep  red  color,  often  swollen,  often  with  its 
submucous  connective  tissue  greatly  relaxed,  so  that  it  lies  upon 
the  sub-surface  in  thick  folds  or  nigaj.  Sometimes,  tliough 
more  or  less  of  the  entire  throat  participates  in  the  state  of 
inflammation,  the  swelling  is  confined  to  the  tonsils,  one  or  both 
of  them  ;  their  vessels  being  gorged  with  blood,  and  producing 
by  pressure  a  state  of  hypenesthesia  of  the  gland,  its  entire  sur- 
face is  rendered  exceedingly  tender  and  painful  to  the  touch. 
The  uNiila  will  be  likely  to  be  swollen,  with  its  mucous  mem- 
brane  relaxed,  so  that  it  may  lie  upon  the  base  of  the  tongue,  and 
thus  induce  an  irritative  tickling  cough.  Sometimes  it  appears 
as  though  glued  to  one  of  the  arches  of  the  palate.  Tliere  is 
usually  more  or  less  heat  and  drjTiess  of  the  parts,  witli  a  moder- 
ate degree  of  difliculty  in  swallowing,  principally  on  account 
of  the  pain  excited  by  the  movement ;  but  sometimes,  ap- 
parently, in  part  from  a  debility  of  tlie  muscles.  There  is 
almost  always  some  degree  of  fever,  with  more  or  less  accelera- 
tion of  the  pulse.  If  the  disease  is  any  way  active,  the  local 
and  constitutional  symptoms  increase  in  severity,  the  heat  of 
skin  becoming  very  marked,  and  the  pulse  registering  from  100 
to  120  and  even  140  beats  in  the  minute.  There  will  be  pain 
in  the  back  and  limbs,  sometimes  of  a  very  severe  cliaracter, 
and  increasing  on  motion,  as  though  there  were  some  rheumatic 
element  in  the  complaint ;  and  in  fact  Prof.  Trousseau  and 
others  describe  a  form  of  rheumatic  sore  throat,  not  at  all  allied 
to  that  of  ordinary  inflammation.  Sometimes  the  cervical 
glands  become  swollen  and  painful,  though  not  often. 

The  treatment  of  this  form  of  sore  throat  is  very  simple.     It 
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18  well  to  confine  the  patient  to  bed  in  order  to  secure  rest; 
and  to  have  a  light  covering  over  him  so  as  to  equalize  the  heat 
of  the  surface  as  well  as  may  be.  If  the  patient  have  recently 
partaken  of  an  ordinary  meal,  an  emetic  will  often  be  of 
service,  inasmucli  as  the  digestion  of  the  food  would  not 
be  apt  to  be  perfect  For  this  purpose,  mustard  in  water 
18  perliaps  the  best  article,  as  tliere  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
the  use  of  depressant  emetics,  such  as  ipecacuanlia  and  anti- 
mony, while  there  is  no  necessity  for  resort  to  those  of  a  more 
stimulant  character,  such  as  the  sulphates  of  copper  and  zinc. 
A  gentle  but  efficient  laxative  is  indicated  to  assist  the  passage 
of  the  matters  in  the  alimentary  canal ;  and  castor  oil,  or  mag- 
nesia, or  rhubarb  may  be  employed  to  this  end.  If  there 
is  costiveness,  a  saline  purge  may  be  administered,  such  as  the 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  or  the  preparation  of  citrate  of  magnesia 
in  general  use.  If  the  pain  is  very  great,  and  the  pulse  fre- 
quent, a  small  amount  of  morphia  and  aconite  may  be 
judiciously  added  to  the  aperient  For  the  pain  in  the  throat, 
the  free  use  of  demulcent  drinks  may  be  encouraged  ;  and 
wliere  there  is  intense  heat  of  skin,  the  entire  surface  of  the 
body  may  be  sponged  with  slightly  tepid  water,  or  with  water 
containing  a  small  amount  of  vinegar  or  alcohol. 

This,  with  restriction  to  a  very  light  and  easily  digestible  diet 
for  a  day  or  two,  will  usually  be  all  the  treatment  requii-ed ;  tlie 
disease  generally  completing  its  course  in  from  four  or  five  to 
eight  or  ten  days.  If  the  pulse  continues  very  high  the  other 
symptoms  will  not  give  much  evidence  of  subsidence,  and  the 
tincture  of  aconite  root,  in  doses  of  one  or  two  drops,  given  at 
intervals  of  three  or  four  hours,  will  almost  always  have  a  happy 
and  satisfactory  effect ;  but  its  administration  should  be  discon- 
tinued, or  at  least  be  distributed  between  more  lengthened 
intervals,  as  soon  as  it  has  produced  any  marked  effect  upon  the 
j)ulse ;  for,  the  activity  of  the  disease  once  abated,  its  own 
tendency  is  to  prompt  recovery.  Care  should  be  taken  to  guard 
against  subsequent  exposure  to  cold,  and  with  this  view  flannel 
nnderclothing  should  be  worn,  if  such  be  not  ali-eady  the  pa- 
tient's custom. 

If  one  side  only  of  the  throat  have  been  prominently  affected, 


ERYTHEMATOUS    SORE   THROAT.  81 

as  18  often  the  case,  there  will  be  a  great  likelihood  that  the 
other  side  will  become  affected  in  turn  after  a  dav  or  two  of 
apparent  convalescence ;  and  if  the  patient  has  not  been  careful 
as  to  exposure,  this  second  attack  may  be  more  severe  than  the 
first  one. 

The  local  affection  does  not  often  need  topical  treatment. 
Should  this  seem  necessarj^,  the  use  of  pieces  of  ice,  or  of  slightly 
astringent  lozenges  may  be  employed ;  but  if  the  membrane  be 
very  much  relaxed,  the  use  of  a  weak  solution  of  alum,  prefera- 
bly in  the  form  of  spray,  or  of  a  weak  solution  of  carbolic  acid, 
will  constringe  the  parts,  and  frequently  relieve  their  uneasiness 
in  a  few  hours.  Tannin,  chlorate  of  potassa,  sulphate  of  copper, 
etc.,  have  been  recommended  for  this  purpose,  and  are  often 
beneficial. 

Occasionally  the  uvula  is  a  source  of  a  good  deal  of  discom- 
fort in  this  form  of  sore  throat.  It  is  quite  apt  to  become  oede- 
matous  from  a  submucous  accumulation  of  serum,  and  may 
attain  the  size  of  the  end  of  the  thumb ;  and  as  the  palate  is 
somewhat  impeded  in  its  action,  and  apt  to  hang  down  in  a 
relaxed  condition,  the  uvula,  already  elongated  by  the  deposit, 
lies  upon  the  base  of  the  tongue  or  immediately  behind  it,  and 
gives  rise  to  a  constant  feeling  of  irritation,  with  a  desire  to 
swallow,  or  a  desire  to  expectorate ;  with  which  effects,  or  with- 
out them,  there  will  be  an  irresistible  disposition  to  relieve  the 
tickling  sensation  by  cough.  Sometimes  the  uvula  interferes 
considerably  with  deglutition,  and  in  some  instances  seems  to 
become  entangled  in  the  alimentary  bolus,  and  half  swallowed 
with  it  This  swollen  condition  sometimes  comes  on  very 
rapidly,  the  uvula  becoming  distended  and  prolonged  to  twice 
or  thrice  its  normal  size  in  a  few  hours.  It  appears  as  an  oede- 
matous  swelling,  and  is  easily  recognized  as  the  source  of  con- 
siderable trouble.  A  puncture  or  two  will  usually  sufiSce  to 
give  vent  to  the  effused  fluids,  after  which  the  swelling  will 
diminish  considerably ;  or  the  mucous  membrane  may  be  trun- 
cated at  its  tip.  It  is  never  necessary  in  these  cases  to  excise 
the  organ,  as  in  cases  of  chronic  elongation.  Sometimes  the 
entire  uvula  is  enlarged  on  account  of  a  sort  of  hemorrhagic 

stasis,  and  occasionally  a  drop  or  more  of  blood  may  exude  to 
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the  surface.  Under  tliese  circumstances  the  condition  is  readily 
relieved  by  scarification  of  the  mucous  membrane,  a  little 
operation  which  can  be  easily  and  rapidly  performed. 

The  tonsils  rarely  give  any  trouble  in  this  variety  of  sore 
throat,  but  if  they  d(^,  the  treatment  to  be  pursued  in  the  variety 
about  to  be  described  may  be  appropriately  instituted. 

rULEGMOXOUS   SORE   THROAT — TONSILLmS QUINSY. 

Another  variety  of  sore  throat,  evincing  a  higher  grade  of 
inflammatory  action  than  that  just  described,  is  the  jJilegmo- 
nous  sore  throat,  in  which  tlie  action  is  not  confined  to  the 
mucous  membrane,  but  seems  to  affect  chiefly  the  submucous 
connective  tissue,  which  is  apt]  to  become  destroyed  in  the  pro- 
cess, leading  to  the  formation  of  abscess,  sometimes  diffuse, 
oftener  circumscribed ;  the  diffuse  abscess  api>earing  mostly  in 
broken  down,  depressed,  or  feeble  constitutions. 

In  this  form  of  sore  throat  the  tonsils  are  usuallv  affected  in 
a  greater  degree  than  the  surrounding  structures,  sometimes  so 
to  a  marked  extent,  and  the  disease  is  designated  as  tofisillitis, 
amygdalitis^  or  quinsy.  The  tendency  of  this  form  of  the 
disease  is  to  terminate  in  suppuration,  yet  it  sometimes  termi- 
nates six)ntaneously  by  resolution,  and  can  often  be  made  to  do 
80  by  appropriate  treatment  Another  variety  of  the  disease 
seems  to  spend  its  force  principally  upon  the  submucous  con- 
nective tissue  of  the  pharynx.  This  is  much  less  likely  to 
terminate  in  resolution,  and  it  may  lead  to  very  serious  conse- 
quences, as  it  sometimes  travels  down  the  oesophagus,  where  the 
abscess  is  discharged,  and  occasions  a  j)ennanent  stricture  from 
the  effects  of  the  cicatrization  which  follows ;  a  stricture  likely 
to  lead,  in  many  instances,  to  the  death  of  the  patient.  In  other 
instances,  the  infiltration  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  pharynx 
becomes  purulent  with  great  rapidity,  this  action  l>eing 
attended  with  acute  phenomena  of  fever.  The  pus  may  travel 
down  the  entire  ojsophagus,  producing  difficulty  of  swallowing, 
which  is  soon  followed  by  difficulty  of  breathing,  from  the 
pressure  exercised  \\\ion  the  larynx  or  trachea,  or  from  blocking 
up  of  the  larj-ngeal  entrance  by  the  swelling  of  the  pharynx ; 
and  death  results  in  spite  of  treatment,  taking  place  in  from 
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three  to  four  days,  and  sometimes  suddenly.  The  operation  of 
laryngotomy  or  tracheotomy,  in  these  cases,  affords  but  a  tem- 
porary relief.  They  seem  fatal  from  the  very  onset  of  the 
affection. 

The  phlegmonous  variety  of  sore  throat  is  often  ushered  in 
by  a  distinct  chill,  which  is  usually  followed  by  fever  within 
twenty-four  hours.  Besides  the  general  discomfort  attendant 
upon  the  febrile  movement,  there  is  very  early  a  sense  of  pain 
and  constriction  in  the  throat,  which  gradually  becomes  more 
and  more  severe,  interfering  with  deglutition.  The  entire 
structures  of  the  throat  usually  present  more  or  less  evidence 
of  inflammation  on  inspection,  but  the  tonsils  in  particular  bear 
the  brunt  of  the  disease ;  sometimes  both  of  them  in  equal  de- 
gree, sometimes  one  much  more  than  the  other,  but  usually  one 
gland  only  being  affected.  The  inflamed  tonsil  will  appear 
swollen,  irregular  in  outline,  and  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of 
non-adherent  whitish  or  creamy-yellowish  tissue,  different  en- 
tirely from  the  patches  observed  in  diphtheria.  The  swelling 
involves  the  arches  of  the  palate  as  well  as  the  sides  of  the 
palate  itself,  which  is  pushed  forward  into  the  mouth  in  the 
form  of  a  tumid,  angry-looking  tumor.  .  Occasionally  the  tonsil 
enlarges  upward  to  such  an  extent  as  to  press  on  the  orifice  of 
the  Eustachian  tube,  and  cause  deafness.  Sometimes  there  is 
considerable  oedema  of  the  palate  and  uvula,  and  occasionally, 
also,  oedema  of  the  larynx,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  likewise. 
Tlie  pain  and  distress  become  intense  as  the  disease  progresses ; 
deglutition  becomes  impossible  in  some  instances,  and  in  others 
it  is  so  painful  that  the  patient  will  not  make  the  attempt  to 
swallow.  The  patient  is  unable  to  close  his  mouth,  or  to  open  it 
widely,  and  he  leans  forward  or  to  one  side  to  allow  the  saliva  to 
dribble  away,  being  unable  to  swallow  it,  or  afraid  to  do  so, 
from  pain,  or  dread  of  suffocation.  Tlie  pain  extends  to  the 
jaws,  which  are  swollen  so  that  the  patient  can  with  difficulty,  or 
perhaps  not  at  all,  open  his  mouth  to  permit  inspection  of  the 
parts.  The  tongue  is  swollen  and  covered  with  a  dingy  secretion. 
The  breath  is  offensive.  There  is  more  or  less  difficulty  of 
breathing.  The  voice  is  thick,  or  muffled,  and  there  is  great 
difficulty  in  articulation.     As  the  disease  progresses,  sleep  l)e- 
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comes  difficult  or  impossible,  sometimes  on  accomit  of  the 
mechanical  impediment  to  free  respiration,  and  sometimes  on 
account  of  the  disturbance  of  the  nervous  system. 

This  form  of  inflammatory  sore  throat  sometimes  subsides  by 
resolution.  More  frequently,  however,  it  proceeds  to  suppura- 
tion An  abscess  forms,  which  opens  spontaneously  if  left  to 
itself.  Its  progress  can  often  be  watched  by  insjjection  of  the 
parts,  and  the  spot  at  which  it  is  pointing  be  detected  by  the 
eye  or  by.  the  finger.  The  abscess  frequently  bursts  at  night, 
and  sometimes  nnconsciously  to  the  patient,  who  swallows  the 
discharge.  At  other  times  he  is  awakened  by  the  pus  in  the 
mouth.  Sometimes  the  abscess  is  burst  in  an  effort  at  vomiting. 
Whenever  or  however  it  oj)ens,  the  relief  is  immediate,  and  the 
inflammation  subsides  qnite  promptly.  Cases  of  death  from 
accumulation  of  the  contents  of  the  abscess  in  the  larj-nx  are 
said  to  have  taken  place  w^hen  the  abscess  has  discharged  at 
night ;  but  they  must  be  rare  and  very  exceptional. 

The  attack,  if  it  runs  through  all  its  stages,  usually  continues 
:about  ten  days. 

The  treatment  of  this  disease  must  be  managed  upon  anti- 
phlogistic principles ;  but  it  is  not  advisable  to  have  recourse  to 
general  bleeding,  or  to  leeches,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
administering  food  to  sustain  the  system  and  repair  the  loss  of 
blood.  Early  in  the  attack,  especially  if  the  stomach  be  loaded 
with  undigested  food,  an  emetic  will  render  good  service,  not 
only  to  the  system  at  large,  but  also  to  the  local  affection.  Per- 
haps some  benefit  results  from  the  act  of  vomiting  itself,  due  to 
the  pressure  of  the  muscles  of  the  velum,  arches,  and  pharynx 
upon  the  tonsil,  driving  onward  some  of  the  blood  with  which 
it  is  engorged.  A  non-depressing  emetic,  such  as  mustard,  is 
the  most  applicable.  We  can  administer  advantageously  a  sa- 
line laxative  mixture,  containing  a  drop  of  tincture  of  aconite 
in  each  dose,  wnth  the  addition  of  a  little  solution  of  morphia,  if 
the  pain  is  very  great.  The  inhalation  of  steam  from  water 
alone,  or  from  water  impregnated  with  such  substances  as  hops 
or  chamomile  flowers,  or  with  the  watery  extract  of  opium  or 
the  camphorated  tincture,  will  afford  a  great  deal  of  relief  to 
the  throat;  or  the  object  may  be  attained  by  fi*equent  injec- 
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tions  of  the  spray  of  warm  water  iipon  the  parts,  or  of  warm 
water  impregnated  with  cologne,  or  toilet-vinegar,  applications 
which  are  very  grateful  to  the  patient,  and  which  can  be  re- 
peated ad  libituin. 

Warm  moist  applications,  externally,  give  great  relief,  espe- 
cially if  the  cervical  glands  are  swollen.  For  this  purpose  a 
mass  of  cotton  wool,  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  may  be  placed 
about  the  throat,  and  covered  with  oiled  silk  to  restrain  evapo- 
ration ;  or  the  spongio-piline  may  be  employed  for  the  purpose. 
These  applications  are  much  more  cleanly  than  poultices  of 
flaxseed,  slippery  elm,  etc.,  and  do  not  incommode  by  their 
weight.  If  employed,  they  should  not  be  removed  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  ready  to  replace  them,  and  they  should  be  renewed 
frequently,  so  as  to  maintain  equable  warmtli  and  moisture. 
Gargles,  so  often  administered  in  this  complaint,  are  of  very 
little  practical  value,  on  account  of  the  pain  entailed  by  their 
use,  which  impairs  their  efficiency  very  much,  and  renders  it 
difficult  to  secure  proper  contact  with  the  affected  parts.  The 
use  of  medicated  sprays,  however,  propelled  upon  the  parts  by 
means  of  appropriate  apparatus,  affords  a  most  admirable  means 
for  employing  local  medication.  A  very  efficient  remedy,  em- 
ployed in  this  way,  is  sulphate  of  copper,  in  a  solution  varying 
from  twenty  grains  to  a  drachm  in  the  ounce  of  water,  and  em- 
ployed freely,  for  several  minutes  at  a  time,  every  two,  three,  or 
four  hours.  Alum,  tannin,  the  preparations  of  zinc,  and  nitrate 
of  silver,  are  also  recommended  for  this  purpose.  Appropriate 
sul)stances,  such  as  alum,  tannin,  etc.,  in  the  fonn  of  powder, 
may  be  blown  upon  the  parts.  The  local  application  of  the 
lunar  caustic  is  recommended  by  some  practitioners,  but  its 
efficient  application  must  be  often  difficult,  and  very  trouble- 
some in  its  effects.  Everything  that  induces  hawking  and 
spitting  should  be  avoided  as  much  as  possible. 

Where  the  tonsils  are  very  much  enlarged  and  the  suffering 
severe,  great  relief  to  the  tension,  pain,  and  distress  will  follow 
scarification  or  puncture  of  the  inflamed  gland.  A  good  me- 
thod is  to  pierce  the  tonsil  in  its  central  portion  with  a  long, 
narrow,  sharp-pointed  bistoury,  and  to  cut  the  instrument  out, 
horizontally,  by  an  incision  through  the  gland  into  the  mouth. 
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This  may  be  done  in  two  or  three  places  in  rapid  succession,  and 
is  easily  accomplished  by  a  steady  hand.  The  bleeding  should  be 
encouraged  by  warm  water  taken  mto  the  mouth  and  allowed  to 
run  out  again.  The  relief  is  often  immediate,  and  as  the  en- 
gorged vessels  are  emptied  of  their  contents  tliey  contract,  and 
the  circulation  passes  in  its  accustomed  manner,  producing  a 
tendency  to  resolution.  Many  an  inflamed  gland  has  been  pre- 
vented in  this  way  from  imdergoing  the  suppurative  process. 
But  even  when  this  cannot  be  accomplished,  the  alleviation  of 
all  the  more  severe  local  symptoms  justifies  the  measure.  It  is 
true  that  these  incisions  are  not  universally  recommended,  but  it 
is  eqiially  true  that  they  are  ver}'  beneficial ;  and  they  are  not  at 
all  painful  to  the  patient,  especially  in  comparison  to  the  suffer- 
ing that  he  is  already  enduring. 

Should  suppuration  have  commenced  already,  there  can 
hardly  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  using  tlie  knife,  and 
it  should  be  entered  at  the  spot  where  the  abscess  is  most  likely, 
from  appearances,  to  break.  Care  must  be  taken  to  keep  the 
edge  of  the  knife  turned  towards  the  interior  of  the  mouth,  so 
as  to  prevent  injur}'  from  the  untoward  movements  of  the  pa- 
tient, whose  head  it  may  be  desirable,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  have  held  by  an  assistant.  If  tho  operator  is  not 
perfectly  sure  of  his  hand  and  of  his  patient,  it  will  be  at  least 
prudent  to  protect  the  blade  of  his  knife  by  covering  it  with 
paper,  linen,  or  plaster  to  within  half  an  inch  or  so  of  the  point, 
or  such  distance  as  he  may  deem  desirable  for  penetration. 

As  soon  as  the  pus  has  been  evacuated,  the  patient  usually 
expresses,  in  grateful  language,  his  sense  of  tlie  relief  which 
has  been  given  him. 

Two  or  three  days'  intense  suffering  may  be  saved  by  an  early 
puncture  of  the  abscess.  This  once  discharged,  recovery  is 
prompt.  The  general  treatment  is  that  already  recommended 
in  erythematous  sore  throat. 

During  tlie  course  of  the  affection  care  must  be  taken  to  sus- 
tain the  patient's  strength,  which  suffers  severely  from  the  vio- 
lence of  the  attack,  the  nervous  complications,  and  the  difliculty, 
and  often  the  impossibility,  of  taking  nourishment.  Liquid 
food  can  almost  always  be  taken,  and  should  bo  of  tlie  most 
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nutritious  character.  If  it  cannot  be  swallowed  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity, we  can  resort  to  nutritive  enemas.  The  parts  should  be 
spared  the  effort  of  swallowing  as  much  as  possible,  and  medi- 
cines that  can  be  given  by  the  rectum  or  by  the  skin  should  not 
be  unnecessarily  administered  by  the  mouth.  An  opium  sup- 
pository to  induce  sleep  is  often  preferable  to  a  dose  of  morphia 
by  the  stomach. 

Although  the  affection  is  usually  limited  to  one  side,  the  other 
side  not  infrequently  becomes  affected  after  the  discharge  of  the 
first  abscess,  exhibiting  in  tliis  particular  some  similarity  to  the 
action  of  mumps.  If  this  is  about  to  happen,  the  administration 
of  bark,  iron,  and  even  of  stimulants  becomes  necessary  in  order 
'  to  sustain  the  strength  of  the  patient,  and  enable  liim  the  better 
to  endure  the  second  attack. 

Some  persons  are  peculiarly  liable  to  repeated  attacks  of 
quinsy,  recurring  every  year  or  two,  or  even  oftener.  Such 
patients  should  be  very  cautious  about  exposure,  and  be  taught 
to  apply  for  medical  aid  at  the  very  first  symptom  of  the 
malady. 

Frequent  attacks  of  this  kind  result  in  a  permanent  enlarge- 
ment of  the  tonsils,  which  become  indurated  and  often  attain  a 
great  size. 

A  very  desirable  plan  of  securing  additional  protection  from 
attacks  of  sore  throat  of  every  kind,  in  those  particularly  sus- 
ceptible to  them,  is  to  bathe  the  head,  neck,  shoulders,  and 
chest  every  morning,  or  every  niglit  and  morning,  with  cold 
water. 

The  cold  sponge-bath,  where  it  can  be  tolerated,  is  an  admi- 
rable tonic  to  the  skin,  and,  by  promoting  the  capillary  circula- 
tion, through  it  to  the  system  at  large.  Its  effects  may  be 
heightened,  where  desirable,  by  friction  with  a  towel  after  the 
bath,  and  sometimes  by  friction  before  the  bath  also.  It  is 
rarely  necessary  to  use  a  rough  towel  or  a  flesh-brush  for  this 
purpose,  unless  there  is  great  difficulty  in  "  bringing  the  blood 
to  the  surface,"  and  the  attainment  of  this  object  is  considered 
sufficiently  important  to  justify  the  harshness.  Where  the  cold 
bath  chills  the  surface,  or  does  not  induce  the  usual  glow  after 
it,  the  specific  gravity  of  the  water  should  be  increased  by  the 
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addition  of  a  due  amount  of  salt.  In  cases  where  this  cannot 
be  borne,  local  batlis  of  warm  water,  or  warm  salt  and  water, 
to  small  portions  of  the  surface  at  a  time,  may  be  substituted, 
and  the  system  be  gradually  educated  to  endure  the  cold  water 
as  improvement  progresses. 

The  following  notes  of  a  few  cases  from  the  authors  case- 
books will  illustrate  the  method  of  treatment. 

Tonsillitis. — R.  D.,  laborer,  set.  30.  Acute  tonsillitis,  several 
days'  duration.  A  solution  of  sulphate  of  copper  was  applied 
locally  twice  a  day  for  four  days,  and  on  tlie  fifth  he  was  well. 

Ulcerative  Tonsillitis.  —  Neil  F.,  ©t.  23,  applied  April 
24,  1867,  after  two  days'  intense  suffering  with  sore  throat, 
dysphagia,  and  dyspnoea,  the  severity  of  which  were  still  in- 
creasing. The  tonsils  were  swollen  and  ulcerated,  and  occluded 
the  isthmus  between  mouth  and  pharynx.  A  nebulized  solution 
of  sulphate  of  copper,  40  grs.  to  the  oz.,  was  applied  locally ;  a 
prescription  written  for  10  grs.  each  of  calomel  and  jalap,  to 
be  taken  at  night,  with  directions  to  take  a  dose  of  Epsom 
salts  in  the  morning.  The  local  applications  were  repeated 
twice  a  day  for  two  days,  then  daily  for  two  days,  which  com- 
pleted the  necessary  attendance. 

About  the  same  time,  Catherine  K ,  set.  35,  unmarried, 

applied  with  an  ulcei-ative  tonsillitis,  affecting  the  right  side 
especially.  A  pill  of  Croton  oil  and  calomel  was  ordered  to 
overcome  a  constipation  of  ten  days'  duration,  which  operated 
twice  the  next  day  with  a  satisfactory  effect.  Nitrate  of  silver 
was  applied  hxially  to  the  parts,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  as 
beneficial  as  the  sulphate  of  copper,  which  was  substituted  for 
it  on  the  third  day,  with  better  effect. 

John  B had  had  sore  throat  for  several  days  (April  3, 

1867).  When  sent  to  me  the  tonsils  were  seen  to  be  very  much 
enlarged  and  pressing  against  each  other,  so  that  the  uvula  lay 
over  them  as  upon  a  shelf.  The  tonsils  were  ulcerated,  and 
there  was  a  purulent  discharge.  There  was  very  great  dyspha- 
gia, and  considerable  difficulty  in  breathing. 

The  tonsils  were  scarified,  and  a  solution  of  sulphate  of  cop- 
per, 30  grs.  to  the  oz.,  freely  applied  by  means  of  the  spray- 
producer.     Respiration  and  deglutition  were  at  once  improved. 
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The  local  applications  were  kept  up  twice  a  day  for  four  days, 
by  which  time  all  signs  of  active  disease  had  abated.  One 
week  after  this  the  right  tonsil  was  in  part  excised,  on  account 
of  a  permanent  hypertrophy. 

ULCERATED   SORE   THROAT. 

The  peculiar  characteristic  of  this  form  of  sore  throat  is  in- 
dicated by  its  name.  Though  but  moderately  severe  in  some 
instances,  in  others  it  exhibits  from  its  very  commencement  a 
tendency  to  phagedenic  ulceration  of  a  malignant  character ; 
producing  gangrenous  sloughs,  which  destroy  large  portions  of 
tissue  and  extend  into  the  vessels,  giving  rise  to  hemorrhage 
which  is  sometimes  fatal.  It  is  that  form  of  sore  throat  often 
described  imder  the  name  of  anghia  maligna  or  tonsillitis 
maligna,  indicating  the  serious  nature  of  tlie  malady.  It  is 
not  a  frequent  affection,  and  is  usually  attended  with  that  gen- 
eral condition  of  system  denominated  typhoid.  It  sometimes 
follows  scarlatina,  and  is  <xjcasionally  attendant  upon  diphtheria. 
Sometimes  it  supervenes  upon  measles,  small-pox,  dysentery, 
and  typhoid  fever.  It  is  also  met  with  in  syphilitic  sore  thi-oat, 
and  sometimes  attends  epithelial  cancer  of  the  throat;  begin- 
ning usually  in  these  instances  in  the  palate,  and  extending  to 
the  pharjnx  and  tonsils.  It  is  rarely  a  sequel  of  inflammatory 
sore  throat 

There  is  often,  at  the  same  time,  an  irregular  eruption  on  the 
cutaneous  surface,  principally  of  an  erythematous  character. 
Fever  is  present,  always  of  a  low  type,  with  a  dark  flush  upon 
the  face,  a  glassy  look  about  the  eyes,  a  haggard  expression  of 
countenance ;  and  as  the  disease  progresses,  there  is  a  fetid 
odor  of  the  breath.  The  pain  is  not  so  severe  as  in  the  forms 
of  sore  throat  already  described,  except,  perhaps,  in  children,  in 
whom  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  exact  amount  of  suffering. 
There  is  some  dysphagia,  but  rarely  actual  difficulty  of  swallow- 
ing to  any  marked  degree.  On  inspection  of  the  parts,  the 
tongue  will  be  f omid  coated  with  a  dark  creamy  secretion ;  the 
tonsils  will  be  swollen  and  of  a  deep-red  color;  and  there  will 
be  swelling,  if  not  oedema,  of  the  palate  and  uvula.  The  pha- 
rynx, too,  participates  in  the  condition  of  the  surroimding  parts. 
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and  Bometimes  to  a  marked  extent.  Soon  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  affection,  dark  ash-colored  ulcers  will  be  seen  occu- 
pying the  surface  of  the  tonsil  and  the  surrounding  structures. 
These  will  be  excavated.  The  ulcers  soon  slough,  and  there 
oozes  from  them  a  fetid,  ichorous,  or  sanious  discharge.  The 
cervical  glands  become  swollen  and  painful.  Although  the 
voice  becomes  weak  and  muffled,  there  is  rarely  any  active  par- 
ticipation m  the  disease  involving  the  larynx.  Extension  to 
the  upper  parts  of  the  pharynx  and  to  the  nasal  passages  is 
quite  frequent 

The  ulceration  extends  rapidly  and  exhibits  the  phagedenic 
character,  and  when  the  sloughs  separate  from  the  tissues  they 
expose  deep  ulcerations  with  excavated  edges  of  a  dark  or 
yellowish  appearance.  This  gangrenous  condition  may  be 
confined  to  the  tonsil,  but  more  frequently  extends  to  the 
adjacent  parts,  destroying  in  its  progress  the  u^^lla,  and  often 
more  or  less  of  the  soft  palate.  Sometimes  it  is  impossible  to 
arrest  the  progress  of  the  gangrene,  and  it  extends  from  the 
phar}7ix  to  the  subjacent  structures,  penetrating  the  carotid 
arterj'  and  producing  fatal  hemorrhage.  A  recent  instance  of 
this  nature  occurring  in  a  case  of  phthisis  is  recorded  by  Mr. 
Robert  Grahame.*  The  phagedenic  action  commenced  in 
the  pharynx ;  and  in  spite  of  active  treatment,  invaded  both 
tonsils,  the  uvula,  the  soft  palate,  and  the  lateral  walls  of  the 
pharynx;  producing  hemorrhage  which  required  ligation  of 
the  common  carotid  artery.  The  operation  was  successful  in 
its  result 

The  matters  discharged  escape  by  the  mouth  and  nose,  and 
are  extremely  fetid  in  odor,  so  fetid  that  their  effluvium  has 
been  sometimes  compared  to  that  from  the  fseces.  Often  diar- 
rhoea sets  in  towards  the  last,  soon  followed  by  death. 

The  diagnosis  of  this  disease  presents  no  difficulty  when  the 
case  has  made  any  progress;  and  in  the  earlier  stages  it  may 
be  recognized  by  the  depressed  state  of  the  general  system,  the 
absence  of  intense  pain,  and  the  dark  unhealthy  appearance  of 
the  affected  parts. 

1  London  Lancet,  Aug.  27th,  1870,  p.  290. 
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The  prognosis  is  unfavorable,  though  cases  often  recover. 
Death  may  occur  by  syncope,  coma,  or  from  gradual  exhaus- 
tion of  the  vital  forces. 

When  cases  of  this  kind  recover,  there  often  remains  a  hor- 
rible degree  of  deformity  to  mark  the  ravages  of  the  disease. 
As  cicatrization  occurs,  the  position  of  tlie  parts  becomes  very 
much  changed.  The  palate  adheres  by  its  sides,  and  sometimes 
almost  by  its  entire  surface,  to  the  wall  of  the  phan-nx,  and  in 
some  instances  there  has  been  complete  occlusion  of  the  upi>er 
or  nasal  portion  of  the  pliarynx.  The  worst  case  seen  by  tlie 
writer  was  one  in  which  the  space  between  the  adherent  soft 
palate  and  the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx  was  barely  large 
enough  to  admit  the  end  of  the  finger.  There  is  more  or  leas 
alteration  of  voice,  some  difficulty  in  articulation,  and  often 
serious  impediment  to  comfortable  deglutition,  and  to  satisfac- 
tory use  of  the  pocket-handkerchief. 

Operations  for  the  relief  of  this  condition  have  been  pro- 
posed, but  there  is  considerable  difficulty  in  the  after-treat- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  tendency  of  the  parts  to  reunite. 
Cauterization  of  the  cut  edges,  and  the  frequent  interposition 
of  bits  of  sponge  or  linen  between  the  divided  surfaces,  would 
be  required  to  prevent  this  re-adhesion.  It  may  be  that  severing 
the  parts  with  the  galvano-cautery  instead  of  the  knife  would 
promise  a  more  speedy  hope  of  success. 

The  treatment  of  this  form  of  sore  throat  must  be  of  the 
most  active  and  supporting  character;  that,  in  a  word,  which 
would  be  adopted  for  the  arrest  of  gangrene  anywhere. 

Food  of  the  most  nourishing  quality,  such  as  concentrated 
broths,  milk,  cream,  and  eggs,  is  to  be  administered  as  freely  as 
the  patient  can  be  made  to  take  it ;  and  wine  or  brandy  may  be 
added  to  the  food  or  given  separately,  and  with  no  stingy  hand. 
The  forces  of  the  system  are  to  be  kept  up  at  all  hazards. 
Medicinally,  the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  large  doses,  or  the 
liberal  use  of  the  old  decoction  of  cinchona,  are  indicated ;  to 
which  may  be  added,  if  desired,  the  tincture  of  the  chloride  of 
iron.  For  my  own  part,  I  would  rely  chiefly  on  eggnog,  home- 
made beef  essence,  and  quinine.  Fortunately,  swallowing  is 
not  usually  very  difficult,  and  sufficient  nourishment  may  bo 
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taken  by  the  mouth.  Should  the  d^'sphagia  be  very  great,  arti- 
ficial measures  muBt  be  resorted  to  for  tlie  introduction  of  natri- 
ment.  Enemas,  containing  a  few  ounces  of  beef  essence,  in 
ounce  of  ix>rt  wine,  and  ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  quinine  can  be 
administered  three  or  four  times  a  day. 

Tlie  l<x'al  treatment  is  also  important  If  the  disease  u 
su][>erficial,  the  ulceration  not  having  extended  beneath  the 
mucous  membnine,  the  best  applications  will  be  those  of 
hydrochloric  acid,  nitric  acid,  caustic potassa, bromine. etc;  sab- 
stances  that  will  destroy  the  diseased  tissues  promptly,  so  as  to 
expose  a  healthy  surface  beneath  them.  If  this  cannot  1^  done 
for  fear  that  the  process  is  involving  the  blood-vessels,  or  if  it 
prove  unsuccessful  in  restraining  the  further  progress  of  the 
ulceration,  we  are  compelled  to  dej^nd  on  our  constitutional 
measures,  and  to  resort  simply  to  palliative  remedies  l<x:alh, 
such  as  weak  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  dilute  hydrochloric 
acid,  alum,  etc.,  to  which  the  extract  of  opium,  or  some  other 
preparation  of  it,  may  be  advantageously  added.  Washes  or 
B])rays  of  chlorate  of  potassa,  bromide  of  {)otassiura,  and  the 
various  remedies  emi)loyed  for  the  relief  of  ordinarj'  sore  throat, 
are  often  very  cc^mforting,  though  without  active  influence  (W 
the  disease.  If  the  disease  is  progressing  in  the  region  of  the 
great  vessels,  measures  for  compression  should  be  at  liand  for 
the  use  of  the  attendant,  and  the  surgeon  should  be  prepared 
for  the  emergency  of  securing  the  carotid  artery. 

MEMBRANOUS   SORE   TUROAT. 

There  is  a  variety  of  sore  throat,  almost  always  more  or  less 
met  with  at  all  seasons,  characterized  by  the  exudation  of 
a  fibrinous  material  which  coagulates  into  a  pellicle  or  false 
membrane.  Tliese  eases  are  very  often  mistaken  for  diphtheria, 
and  account  for  much  of  the  success  claimed  for  the  various 
treatments  of  that  disease.  For,  apart  from  the  immediate 
danger  sometimes  attending  the  mechanical  ol)6truction  itt 
cases  implicating  the  larynx, — cases,  however,  which  are  very 
rare, — the  tendency  of  this  aflfecticm  is  to  recovery ;  while  a  sim- 
ilar tendency  in  diphtheria  is,  as  we  shall  see,  doubtful.  This 
form  of  sore  throat  is  often  met  with  during  the  prevalence  of 
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|>litlieriit,  and  Koraetiines  may  be  a  Btarting-point  of  that 
sease.  Discrimination  13  therefore  of  paramount  importance. 
The  i>eciitiar  manifestation  of  the  disease  is  preceded  for 
Iho  or  three  daj-s  by  the  symptoms  of  ordinary  sore  throat, 
■ervening  uiK»n  a  chill  witli  febrile  reaction,  and  symptoms 
beneral  derangement  of  tho  digestive,  seci'eti\'e,  and  nervous 
Mem.  The  most  frequent  cause  is  exposure  to  cold  when  the 
MJy  is  heated,  or  in  a  state  of  perapi  ration.  The  throat 
FectioD  is  nsually  coniined  to  one  side,  and  involves  the 
■r^ifal  or  submaxillary  glands  to  a  moderate  degree  only, 
here  is  pain  and  difficulty  of  deglutition,  an  uneasy  or  painful 
use  of  heat  and  dryness  in  the  throat,  extending  upwards 
nrorde  the  ear,  sometimes  into  the  nasal  passages,  and  occa- 
y  into  the  lar^Tix. 
Du  examining  the  throat  there  will  be  found  tumefaction 
ithe  tonsils,  which  will  be  seen  to  be  covered  with  a  whitish 
yellowish-white  pultaceous  exudation,  but  slightly  adherent 
::tiie  mucous  membrane. 

■Jt  was  remarked  by  Brettonneau,  insisted  on  by  Trousseau, 

Id  demonstrated  by  Dr.  Gubler,  that  this  affection  ia  essentially 

t  herpetic  eruption  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat. 

i'rom  their  investigations  it  appears  that  within  a  few  lioura 

kftcr  the  commencement  of  the  affection  there  may  be  observed 

m  the  tonsils,  palate,  or  phaiynx,  a  red  eruption,  more  or  less 

confluent,  but  sometimes  discrete,  whicli  soon  becomes  ulcera- 

Iwl ;  the  ulcerations  becoming  c(»vered  almost  immediately  with 

>  plastic  exudation  of  a  grayish-white  color. 

Tlie  exudation,  spreading  beyond  the  limits  of  tlie  ulceration, 

(comes  coalesced  with  similar  exudations  covering  neighboring 

ieerUions  which    have    commenced   in   the    same    manner, 

Inutng,  in   this  way,   membranous   patches  of   considerable 

ttBnt.      The  initial  point  of  local  disturbance  has   been  an 

Itpetic  vesicle,  which,  shortly  after  its  production,  has  become 

l^red,  leading  to  the  result  just  described.     Prof.  Trousseau 

a  not  consider  the  mere  amount  of  eruption  sufficient  to 

BDonnt  for  the  entire  extent  of   membranous  dei>osit.      He 

riieved  that  the  local  Inflammation  preceding  the  develup- 

it  of  the  herpetic  vesicle,  and  accompanying  and  following 
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it,  extends  to  the  adjacent  parts,  and  there  manifests  itself  by 
redness,  swelling,  and  oedeinatous  infiltration  ;  and  that  this  in- 
flammation, although  not  ulcerative,  favors  an  exudation  of 
fibrinous  material,  the  same  as  that  which  appears  upon  the 
ulcerated  surfaces.  That  there  is  ulceration  of  the  mucous 
membrane  infiamed  in  this  manner  is  perhaps  likely,  from  the 
fact  which  Prof.  Trousseau  himself  mentions  in  this  very 
connection ;  and  that  is,  that  when  this  deposit  is  detached,  as  by 
a  pledget  of  charpie,  there  is  found  below  it  an  ulceration 
more  or  less  extensive;  altliough  there  may  be  but  a  small 
point  of  ulceration  remaining,  or  even  no  trace  of  primitive 
lesion  at  all,  from  complete  cicatrization  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. 

In  many  of  these  cases  an  herpetic  eruption  exists  at  the  same 
time  at  tlie  angles  of  the  mouth,  on  the  internal  surface  of  the 
lips  and  cheeks,  or  upon  the  tongue ;  and  under  such  circum- 
stances there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  diagnosis. 

The  prognosis  is  favorable  in  this  disease,  recovery  being 
spontaneous  in  eight  or  ten  days,  in  the  majority  of  cases; 
still  it  has  been  known  to  prove  fatal,  especially  in  children,  by 
extension  into  the  larynx,  and  even  further  into  the  air-passages ; 
death  taking  place  by  asphyxia. 

Prof.  Dickson  mentions,  in  his  lectures,  a  fatal  case  of  tliis 
kind  in  a  child,  in  whom,  after  death,  he  found  the  deposit  lin- 
ing the  larger  and  smaller  bronchi  of  tlie  whole  of  the  left 
lung.  The  deposit  was  in  a  tubular  form,  and  so  extensive  that 
he  dissected  off  portions  of  it  as  long  as  his  finger.  lie  con- 
siders it  analogous  to  a  f  onn  of  tubular  diarrhoea  *  described  by 
Good,  in  which  the  pseudoplasm  forms  a  tube  in  the  intestines ; 
and  refers  to  a  case  mentioned  by  West,  in  which  a  membrane 
of  this  kind  lined  the  whole  oesophagus. 

This  membranous  deposit  is  often  found  upon  the  ulcerated 
surfaces  of  mucous  membrane,  and  also  upon  cutaneous  ulcers, 
and  the  broken  cuticle  of  blistered  skin.  It  presents  a  similarity 
to  the  deposit  found  upon  similar  surfaces  in  diphtheria,  but 


'  This  form  of  diseaae  has  been  recently  described  bj  Dr.  Da  Coeta  as  mem- 
branoos  enteriUB.    Am,  Jour.  Med,  Sci.j  Oct.,  1871,  p.  821. 
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does  not  constitute  diphtheria,  there  being  an  entire  absence  of 
the  toxic  symptoms  of  that  disease. 

The  treatment  of  the  form  of  membranous  sore  throat  under 
consideration  is  very  simple.  Laxatives,  demulcents,  and  ano- 
dynes are  called  for,  to  moderate  the  general  disturbance  of 
system.  The  local  affection  does  not  demand  active  interference, 
and  may  be  let  alone  if  the  suffering  is  not  severe.  Solutions 
of  alum  or  borax  may  be  projected  upon  the  parts  in  the  form 
of  spray ;  or  they  may  be  applied  by  means  of  tlie  camel-hair 
pencil.  These  topical  methods  are  preferable  to  the  use  of 
gargles,  just  as  in  other  affections  of  the  throat,  in  virtue  of 
the  avoidance  of  muscular  effort  in  the  act  of  gargling. 

Although  this  disease  is  usually  of  a  transient  character,  last- 
ing on  the  average  from  eight  to  ten  days,  cases  now  and  then 
occur  in  which  trains  of  the  manifestations  described  suc- 
ceed one  after  the  other ;  the  disease  of  the  throat  continuing 
for  weeks  and  even  months.  Under  these  circumstances,  ap- 
plications of  dilute  muriatic  acid  are  said  to  have  a  more  posi- 
tive and  j)ermanent  effect  upon  the  exudation  than  the  milder 
ones  of  borax  and  alum,  or  even  the  application  of  nitrate  of 
silver.  Wann  fomentations  about  the  throat,  the  inhalation  of 
the  vapor  of  warm  water,  simple  or  medicated  with  opium, 
with  rest  in  the  recumbent  position,  the  use  of  cinchona  and 
iron  as  tonics,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  nutritious  diet,  would 
seem  to  form  the  most  appropriate  method  of  management  for 
these  cases. 

This  form  of  membranous  sore  throat  sometimes  becomes  the 
starting-point  of  malignant  or  phagedenic  sore  throat.  It  has 
already  been  stated  that  when  diphtheria  is  prevalent,  conmion 
membranous  sore  throat  may  invite  an  attack  of  diphtheria; 
and  that  it  is  often  met  with  during  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria. 
If,  therefore,  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  its  nature — and  doubt  may 
readily  arise  under  such  circumstances — ^the  safest  plan  for  the 
practitioner  would  be  to  treat  it  as  if  it  were  diphtheria.  There 
is  nothing  to  be  lost  if  the  ease  should  turn  out  to  have  been 
only  common  membranous  soi-e  throat;  and  everything  will 
have  been  gained  should  it  turn  out  to  be  diphtheria.  Under 
the  former  circumstances,  the  practitioner  must  be  on  his  guard 
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against  vaunting  any  new  remedy  as  having  cured  a  case  of 
diphtheria.  As  already  mentioned,  a  great  deal  of  confusion 
has  arisen  regarding  the  therapeutics  of  diphtheria  for  want  of 
due  discrimination  in  this  very  respect. 

The  following  case  of  membranous  sore  throat  presented  some 
unusual  features  which  I  have  met  with  but  once  or  twice : — 

Patrick  F.  (Jan.  14,  1867)  had  had  sore  throat  witli  inability 
to  swallow  for  several  days.  The  palate,  arches,  and  pharynx 
were  covered  with  a  lead-colored  fibrinous  exudation.  I  applied 
locally  a  sohition  of  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  one  part  to  ten 
of  water,  which  excited  profuse  expectoration  of  large  quantities 
of  dark,  ropy,  fetid  mucus,  hanging  in  strings  from  his  mouth  to 
the  floor,  and  continuing  to  he  discharged  for  fully  half  an 
hour.  A  cathartic,  containing  ten  grains  of  blue  mass,  five  of 
jalap,  and  one  of  ipecacuanha,  was  given  at  bed-time,  and  a  dose 
of  Epsom  salts  in  the  morning ;  and  after  this,  he  was  instructed 
to  take  a  solution  of  muriate  of  ammonia  in  glycerine,  ten 
grains  to  the  oimcOy  pro  re  nata^  as  an  expectorant.  The  next 
day  there  was  no  longer  any  difliculty  in  swallowing,  and  he  was 
able  to  partake  of  a  hearty  meal  of  meat  He  had  no  further 
trouble.  This  patient  had  been  placed  under  my  care  as  a  case 
of  diphtheria. 
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CHAPTER   IV. 


DIPHTHERIA. 


Diphtheria  is  an  infectious  disease  of  a  low  type,  whoso 
principal  local  manifestation  is  the  fonnation  of  a  pseudo-mem- 
branous deposit  in  the  pharyngeal  and  naso-pharyngeal  region. 
It  seldom  attacks  persons  in  first-rate  health,  living  under  good 
hygienic  influences,  but  rather  those  broken  down  by  over-work, 
disease,  abstinence,  or  indulgence  ;  and  especially  patients  sub- 
ject to  sore  throat,  acute  or  chronic,  particularly  when  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  throat  is  in  part  denuded  of  its  epi- 
thelium. It  attacks  persons  of  all  ages,  but  children  and  youth- 
ful adolescents  most  frequently. 

Although  sometimes  appearing  sporadically,  diphtheria  is 
essentially  an  endemic  disease.  It  seems  to  be  due,  at  least  in 
part,  to  the  presence  of  some  cryptogamic  vegetable  poison  in 
the  atmosphere,  which  alights  upon  the  phar}^nx  during  the  act 
of  inspiration.  There  the  low  organism  continues  to  be  prop- 
agated, and  is  absorbed  into  the  blood,  which  it  poisons.  One  of 
the  effects  of  this  jx)ison  is  a  low  grade  of  inflammation,  giving 
rise  to  the  exudation  of  plastic  material  similar,  as  far  as  has 
been  ascertained  by  chemical  and  microscopical  examination,  to 
the  false  membrane  formed  in  croup ;  similar  too,  it  is  said,  to 
the  plastic  exudation  that  follows  the  local  application  of  can- 
tharides,  ammonia,  hydrochloric  acid,  and  other  vesicants. 
Evidence  of  the  ciyptogamic  vegetation  is  occasionally  found  in 
the  microscopical  examination  of  the  diphtheritic  deposit  itself, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  it  can  be  altogether  due  to  de- 
velopments which  have  taken  place  within  the  body.  That  the 
disease  is  infectious  is  suflSciently  proven  by  the  sad  fact  that 
some  of  the  members  of  our  own  profession  have  paid  the  death 
penalty  of  contracting  this  disease,  from  direct  contact  of  the 
material  coughed  into  their  faces  while  cauterizing  the  throats 
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of  their  patients,  or  voluntarily  drawn  into  their  mouths  while 
rescuing  a  trachefjtomized  patient  f  nmi  asphyxia,  by  sucking  out 
through  the  wound  the  accumulations  threatening  the  suflFocation. 

The  fact  that  various  experimenters  have  failed  to  infect 
themselves  with  diphtheria  by  placing  the  plastic  material  in 
contact  with  their  own  mucous  membranes,  or  even  beneath 
them  by  the  aid  of  the  lancet,  only  proves  that  it  is  not  inocu- 
lable,  not  that  it  is  not  contagious. 

Diphtheria  usually  begins  with  sore  throat,  with  redness  and 
tumefaction  of  the  tonsils,  palate,  and  pharj'nx,  usually  on  one 
side  or  the  other,  sometimes  upon  both.  If  one  side  is  unaf- 
fected at  the  commencement,  it  is  apt  to  become  involved 
durino^  the  course  of  the  disease.  The  submaxillar^'  and  cervi- 
cal  glands  of  the  side  aflFected  are  also  swollen  and  tender. 
These  symptoms  are  not  always  of  sufficient  extent  to  excite 
alarm.  Cases  are  not  infrequent  in  which  patients  have  con- 
tinued about  their  usual  employments  while  the  disease  was 
progressing,  its  nature  having  become  discovered  often  too  late 
to  prevent  a  fatal  termination.  After  a  few  hours,  a  day  or 
two,  or  even  longer,  there  will  be  noticed,  somewhere  upon  the 
tonsils,  soft  palate,  or  pharynx,  a  whitish  or  grayish  exudation, 
usually  in  patches.  This  may  remain  confined  to  a  limited 
space,  or  it  may  extend  over  the  entire  pharynx,  sometimes 
into  the  larynx  and  thence  down  the  trachea,  sometimes  mount- 
ing the  pharjTix  and  entering  the  nares.  Its  appearance  in 
this  latter  situation  is  denotive  of  the  gravest  danger,  even 
though  there  should  be  but  little  evidence  of  the  disease  else- 
where, or  little  evidence  of  general  disturbance.  The  extension 
of  the  disease  to  the  nares  may  be  dreaded  when  there  are 
symptoms  of  coryza  and  epistaxis.  The  false  membrane,  at  first 
thin,  particularly  at  its  edges,  soon  thickens,  and  often  Ixjcomes 
darker  in  color,  presenting  the  yellowish  tinge  and  granular 
appearance  of  chamois  leather.  By  imbibition  of  the  coloring- 
matters  of  the  blood  it  often  becomes  brownish,  or  even  almost 
black.  The  constitutional  symptoms  are  usually  those  of  a 
typhoid  character,  there  being,  as  a  rule,  comparatively  little 
febrile  excitement,  but  rather  a  degree  of  general  languor  and 
nervous  debility. 
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Although  the  pharjmx  or  its  immediate  neighborhood  is  the 
usual  seat  of  tlie  deposit,  it  is  also  liable  to  occur  upon  the 
other  mucous  outlets,  and  upon  the  denuded  skin ;  the  latter 
circumstance,  perhaps,  an  additional  argument  in  favor  of  die 
local  nature  of  the  affection  at  the  initial  period  of  disturbance. 

In  a  case  which  progresses  favorably  without  local  treatment, 
the  false  membrane,  after  a  few  days,  gradually  disappears 
from  circumference  to  centre.  This  exfoliation  may  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  reappearance  of  the  deposit  a  second,  and  even  a 
third  or  a  fourth  time.  Similar  reproduction  will  follow  its 
removal  by  artificial  means.  AVheii  thus  removed,  the  parts 
beneath  do  not  exhibit  any  evidence  of  ulceration,  even  though 
tlie  deposit  had  resembled  that  covering  a  gangrenous  ulcer. 
There  is  usually  a  slight  excoriation  noticed,  due  to  the  removal 
of  the  epithelium,  the  presence  of  which  can  be  discovered  upon 
the  false  membrane  by  means  of  the  microscope. 

Deglutition,  as  a  rule,  is  not  difficult,  unless  there  be  a  great* 
deal  of  swelling,  but  it  is  nevertheless  often  impeded  on  ac- 
count of  paralysis  of  the  pharyngeal  and  palatine  muscles,  even 
when  the  swelling  is  but  moderate.  There  will  be  no  difficulty 
of  respiration  until  the  membrane  has  become  formed  within 
the  larynx,  an  occurrence  which  does  not  take  place  until  after 
it  has  made  its  appearance  upon  the  pharynx.  Its  gi'adual  ex- 
tension can  be  watched  in  the  laryngoscopic  miri-or,  mounting 
the  lingual  face  of  the  epiglottis,  then  covering  its  laiyngeal  face 
until  it  appears  as  if  ensheathed  within  the  finger  of  a  leather 
glove,  and  then  mounting  the  arj^teno-epiglottic  folds  in  its 
course  over  the  interior  of  the  larynx. 

Diphtheria  is  pre  eminently  a  fatal  disease,  not  alone  from 
the  presence  of  the  membrane  in  the  larynx,  as  in  croup,  but 
principally  from  the  blood-poisoning  which  has  taken  place, 
altering  the  blood  in  character  as  well  as  color,  and  rendering 
it  unfit  for  the  purposes  of  nutrition. 

There  are  evidences  of  this  systemic  poisoning  other  than 
those  which  mark  the  local  manifestik)ions  of  the  disease.  These 
are  the  asthenic  or  typhoid  condition  of  system,  the  existence 
of  albuminuria  during  the  course  of  the  disease,  and  a  dispoei- 
tion  to  paralysis  of  the  muscles  concerned  in  deglutition ;  once 
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in  a  while  of  the  muscles  of  phonation,  not  infrequently  of  the 
muscles  of  visual  accommodation,  and  sometimes  of  the  muscles 
of  the  limbs  and  other  portions  of  the  body,  occasionally  amount- 
ing to  general  paralysis.  This  diphtheritic  paralysis  follows 
a  state  of  convalescence  from  the  inunediate  affection.  This 
shows  that  the  poison  has  affected  the  nervous  system,  and  to  an 
extent,  perhaps,  commensurate  with  the  gravity  of  the  pre- 
vious symptoms. 

Fortunately,  the  paralysis  following  diphtheria  is  not  of  a 
pennanent  character,  and  usually  yields  readily  to  treatment  by 
local  electrization. 

Diphtheria  must  be  discriminated  from  common  membranous 
sore  throat  on  the  one  hand,  and  from  croup  on  the  other. 
It  is  believed  that  the  descriptions  of  these  diseases  given  under 
their  respective  heads  will  be  fomid  to  afford  the  points  neces- 
sary for  differentiation. 

The  treatment  of  diphtheria  should  be  active  and  efficient. 
Under  the  view  that  it  is  of  parasitic  origin,  and  that  it  is  essen- 
tially a  poisoning  of  the  blood,  producing  an  impairment  of  the 
general  system,  the  treatment  would  be  directed  towards  de- 
stroying the  cause  as  much  as  possible,  and  supporting  the 
strength  of  the  patient  by  means  of  food  of  the  most  nourishing 
character,  aided  by  the  administration  of  tonics  and  stimulants. 
Low  forms  of  organism  are  destroyed  by  contact  with  sulphurous 
acid,  and  this  explains  much  of  the  success  of  the  sulphur  treat- 
ment which  has  been  so  highly  recommended  from  various  reli- 
able sources.  This  treatmeu t  may,  in  the  first  instance,  be  directed 
upon  the  local  manifestations  of  the  disease,  and  may  also  be 
directed  towards  introducing  sulphur  into  the  blood.  Local  treat- 
ment has  been  highly  extolled  in  diphtheria ;  it  has  been  unhesi- 
tatingly denounced ;  and  both  denunciation  and  praise  have  pro- 
ceeded from  good  authority.  Those  who  have  but  a  superficial 
knowledge  of  diseases  of  the  throat  are  apt  to  consider  local 
treatment  as  signifying  the  use  of  the  nitrate  of  silver.  Now  if 
we  examine  into  the  cases  which  have  given  rise  to  this  differ- 
ence of  opinion,  we  shall  find  very  often  that  the  local  treat- 
ment which  has  been  effectual  has  consisted  in  the  employment 
of  materials  containing  sulphur  or  some  other  agent  capable  of 
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destroying  low  organisms.  Nitrate  of  silver,  there  is  no  doubt, 
has  been  productive  of  good  results  in  some  instances,  but  it  is 
the  very  remedy  which  is  denounced  the  most,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  it  is  sometimes  actually  injurious.  But  we  find 
Trousseau  and  others,  who  recommend  the  use  of  nitrate  of 
silver  very  highly,  telling  us  that  they  have  found  results  in 
many  respects  equal,  and  sometimes  superior  to  those  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  in  sulphate  of  copper  and  in  alum.  It  may  be  stretch- 
ing a  point  very  wide  to  attribute  the  beneficial  effects  to  the 
presence  of  sulphur  in  these  salts  ;  but  when  we  reflect  on  die 
fact  that  the  local  application  of  the  sulphur  itself  and  of  sul- 
phurous acid  is  still  more  eflicacious,  we  cannot  help  thinking 
that  there  may  be  some  foundation  for  the  notion.  Carbolic 
acid  applications  have  likewise  been  shown  to  be  efficacious, 
and  perhaps  on  the  same  principle,  as  being  antagonistic  to 
atmospheric  germs. 

To  the  efficacy  of  the  sulphur  treatment  the  author  is  able  to 
bear  witness  from  personal  experience.  Some  two  or  three 
years  ago  he  was  called  in  consultation  to  a  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria,  sometimes  to  several  in  a  single  day.  In  all  of  them 
the  use  of  the  spray  of  diluted  sulphurous  acid  water,  as  recom- 
mended by  Dewar,  applied  frequently  to  the  parts,  did  good  ser- 
vice. In  some  of  these  cases,  or  in  others  which  had  occurred  in 
the  same  families,  pencillings  with  nitrate  of  silver,  carbolic 
acid,  muriatic  acid,  and  other  remedies  had  proved  unavailing. 
In  one  familv,  in  which  three  children  had  been  lost  in  the 
space  of  a  week  before  my  co-operation  had  been  invited,  we  had 
the  pleasure  of  saving  two  others,  one  of  whom  was  attacked 
while  in  attendance  upon  the  fourth  case,  which  was  said  to  be 
in  all  respects  as  unfavorable,  when  I  first  saw  it,  as  the  fatal 
cases  had  been  at  the  same  period  of  the  disease. 

The  treatment  consisted,  in  the  instances  referred  to,  in  placing 
the  patient  in  bed  in  a  room  warmed  by  fire,  with  a  vessel  of 
water  on  the  fire  to  keep  up  a  gentle  evolution  of  steam.  The 
spray  of  sulphurous  acid  water  was  projected  into  the  mouth  and 
pharynx  from  a  steam  apparatus  every  two  or  three  hours,  for 
about  ten  minutes  at  a  time.  Eggnog  and  beef-tea  were  given 
freely  as  nourishment.    Quinine  and  the  tincture  of  the  chloride 
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of  iron  were  administered  four  times  a  day  in  full  doses;  and 
lozenges  of  chlorate  of  potassa  were  allowed  to  dissolve  in  the 
mouth  ad  libit um^  each  lozenge  containing  one  grain  of  the  salt 

I  found  the  use  of  the  sulphurous  acid  spray  to  do  more  good 
than  the  vapoi-s  of  lime,  which  I  had  already  used  in  previous 
cases,  and  which  had  been  resorted  to  unavailingly  in  several  of 
the  cases  visited  at  that  time. 

As  far,  then,  as  my  OAvn  limited  observation  goes,  it  is  in  favor 
of  the  use  of  sulphur. 

By  means  of  a  hand-ball  apparatus,  with  a  long  tube,  the 
spray  can  be  pn>jected  into  the  nostrils  and  up  behind  the  palate. 
Where  there  is  the  slightest  evidence  of  approaching  implica- 
tion of  the  nai*es,  these  cavities  should  be  washed  with  the  sul- 
phurous spray,  or  with  a  solution  of  alum.  It  would  not  be  bad 
practice  to  cleanse  them  out  once  or  twice  a  day  in  every  in- 
stance. 

The  curative  powere  of  the  hyposulphite  of  soda  in  diphtheria, 
first  suggested  by  Dr.  Tubbs,  of  Upwell,*  employed  bodi  lo- 
cally and  internallv,  is  doubtless  due  to  the  influence  of  the  sul- 
phurous  acid  ;  and  this  may  be  resorted  to  under  circumstances 
where  suli>hun)us  acnd  cannot  be  readily  obtained.  The  local 
treatment  consists  of  two  applications  daily  of  three  drachms  of 
the  salt  in  an  ounce  of  a  mixtm'e  composed  of  two  parts  of  glycer- 
ine and  six  of  water;  in  addition  to  which  a  gargle  is  used  every 
hour,  containing  half  a  drachm  of  the  hyposulphite  to  half  a 
pint  of  water,  with  half  an  ounce  of  glycerine.  It  is  better  to 
wash  the  parts  by  means  of  a  syringe.  The  hyposulphite  is  ad- 
#  ministered  internally  in  doses  of  from  one  to  three  grains  to 
children,  and  eight  to  ten  grains  to  adults,  and  repeated  everj' 
four  hours. 

When  flowers  of  sulphur  are  used,  they  can  be  blown  upon 
the  parts,  or  placed  upon  them  by  means  of  a  moistened  mop  ; 
and  this  contact  is  renewed  as  soon  as  the  previous  application 
has  disapi)eared  from  them.  At  the  same  time  sulphur  is  ad- 
ministered internally  in  frequent  doses,  and  also  used  in  gum- 
arabic  water  as  a  wash  or  gargle. 

>  Med,  Timet  and  Ga9.,  Dea  80, 1865. 
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The  Uood-poisoning  nature  of  diphtheria  is  evident  fix^ni  the 
geriiins  effects  which  sometimes  follow  after  tlie  ^xatient  has  re- 
covered  fn»m  the  disease.  There  an?,  as  alreatiy  mentioned, 
certain  disturl^ances  of  acconmiixlation  and  i^her  defects  of 
visiiAi:  }^ralTsis  not  only  of  the  muscles  of  desrlwt  it  ion,  but  sinne- 
times  of  other  muscles,  and  oi-casionally  general  jxiinilysis, 

Xourifching  food,  fresh  air,  and  general  tonii"s  usually  effect 
the  gradual  sul^dence  of  the?e  svmptoms  ;  and  when  ol>stinate, 
the  erapkmnent  of  electricity  is  an  effective  remedv  for  the 
local  paralyses. 

The  question  of  the  performance  of  trai*heotomy  will  s^^ne- 
times  cc»me  up,  in  eases  where  the  larynx  is  l>eing  in\*aded  hy 
the  false  membrane.  The  operation  is  less  promising  of  sucivss 
in  diphtheria  than  in  croup.  Before  any  o{M>ration  of  this  kind 
is  instituted,  it  will  be  well,  when  at  all  practicable,  to  l>eivmo 
assured,  by  lamigoscopic  examination,  tliat  tlie  symptoms  of 
suffocatii»n  seeming  to  call  for  the  operation  are  really  due  to 
mechanical  obstruction.  The  tendency  of  tlie  lij*  of  the  woimd 
to  become  covered  with  the  diphtheritic  de^x^it  should  l>e  ci>ai- 
bated  by  wliatever  means  may  have  proved  efficacious  in  affect- 
ing the  de[X)sit  in  the  throat.  Nourishment  and  stimulation  are 
fully  as  necessan'  after  the  operation  as  l>ef ore  it^  if  not  more  aa 
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CHAPTER  V, 

TirE  SORE  THROATS  OF  THE  EXANTHEMATA. 

The  Sore  Throat  of  Small-Pox. — The  throat  is  liable  to  be 
affected  in  small-pox,  an  eruption  forming  upon  the  mucous 
membrane  similar  to  that  appearing  on  the  skin.  The  involve- 
ment of  the  throat  is  usually  indicated  by  excessive  salivation ; 
the  secretion  increases  gradually  in  quantity,  and  becomes  more 
and  more  viscid.  If  the  larynx  is  involved,  as  happens  not  in- 
frequently, there  will  be  more  or  less  hoarseness  of  voice  and 
other  concomitant  symptoms  of  extension  of  the  inflammation 
into  the  larynx.  This  inflammation  may  prove  fatal  by  oedema, 
which  may  even  occupy  a  position  beneath  the  glottis,  a  speci- 
men of  which  condition  is  preserved  in  St.  Thomas's  Museum.' 
The  existence  of  pustules  upon  the  inside  of  the  cheeks,  on  the 
uvula,  palate,  and  pharj'nx,  is  well  known ;  they  have  often  been 
seen  occupying  these  situations. 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  laryngoscope  into  medical  use, 
small-pox  pustules  have  been  frequently  seen  in  the  larjnx  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  disease.  That  the  larynx  was  sometimes 
invaded  was,  however,  well  known  before  the  days  of  larj-ngos- 
copy,  for  the  evidences  of  the  existence  of  variolous  pustules 
in  the  larynx,  below  the  glottis  as  well  as  above  it,  have  been 
found  in  the  jx)st-mortem  examinations  of  j^ersons  dead  of  the 
disease. 

The  appearance  of  variolous  pustules,  as  seen  in  the  larynx, 
has  been  depicted  by  Tiirck,  who  describes '  a  case  of  small-pox 
in  the  adult,  in  which  hoarseness  occurred  on  the  tenth  or  elev- 
enth day  of  the  disease.    Two  or  three  days  after,  he  made  a 


>  Gibb,  On  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Windpipe,  2d  ed.,  p.  219. 
•  KUnik  der  Krankheiten  dee  KehUcopfee  find  der  Luflrvhre,    Vienna,  18C6, 
p.  180. 
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laryngoscopic  examination  of  the  larynx,  and  discovered  a  vari- 
olous pustule,  surrounded  with  an  inflamed  areola,  upon  the 
iipper  surface  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the  left  vocal  cord,  and 
two  others  upon  the  posterior  laryngeal  wall,  in  front  of  the 
transverse  arj'tenoid  muscle.  I  have  seen  them  upon  the  epi- 
glottis, ary teno-epiglottic  folds,  and  upon  the  ventricular  bands. 
In  one  case  of  acute  laryngitis  accompanying  a  very  severe  case 
of  distinct  small-pox,  aphonia  occurred  suddenly  on  the  eleventh 
day,  without  having  been  preceded  by  hoarseness.  In  order  to 
determine  the  influence  that  the  trouble  in  the  throat  might 
have  on  the  prognosis  of  the  case,  I  was  asked  to  examine  the 
case  on  the  fifteenth  day,  and  found  that  the  aphonia  was  due 
to  paralysis  of  the  arytenoid  muscle.  The  parts  in  the  neigh- 
borhood were  slightly  cedematous.  A  favorable  prognosis  re- 
moved the  doubts  of  the  parties,  and  was  verified  by  the  result. 
The  voice  gradually  returned  during  the  convalescence  of  the 
patient 

In  cases  of  confluent  small-pox  tlie  involvement  of  the  throat 
is  much  more  serious.  Here  the  symptoms  often  begin  on  the 
very  first  day  or  two  of  the  appearance  of  the  eruption  upon 
the  skin.  The  salivation  produced  may  be  very  profuse,  even 
amounting  to  one  or  two  pints  of  fluid  during  the  day,  a  quan- 
tity altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  visible  amount  of  local 
trouble.  With  this  there  is  excessive  thirst,  more  or  less  diffi- 
culty of  swallowing,  and  more  or  less  pain  in  expectoration. 
The  participation  of  the  larynx  in  the  local  manifestation  of  the 
disease  is  distinguished  by  cough  and  more  or  less  hoarseness 
of  voice.  Sometimes  there  is  great  dyspnoea  from  cedematous 
swelling  of  the  aryteno-epiglottic  folds  and  other  structures  of 
the  larynx,  and  this  has  sometimes  resulted  in  fatal  suffocation. 
In  a  case  of  variola  terminating  fatally  in  this  way  by  suffoca- 
tion, M.  Bemutz  found,*  in  addition  to  marked  oedema  of  the 
ar}'teno-epiglottic  folds,  several  ulcerations  in  the  larynx  and 
trachea  which  had  destroyed  the  mucous  membrane,  and  one 
which  had  perforated  the  larjmx. 

The  injuries  inflicted  upon  the  larynx  during  the  course  of  a 


»  Qm.  7uM.,  1868,  p.  790. 
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case  of  confluent  small-pox  may  be  permanent.  In  one  or  two 
cases  examined  by  the  author,  years  after  the  attack  of  small- 
pox, the  larynx  appeared  in  a  state  of  chronic  inflammation, 
and  studded  with  permanently  enlarged  follicles.  There  were 
also  little  elevations  upon  the  surface  of  the  vocal  cords,  which 
were  quite  red.  The  symptoms  complained  of  by  the  patients 
were  constant  hoarseness,  without  pain  in  vocalization,  and  a 
frequent  subsidence  of  laryngeal  sound  on  exertion  of  the 
voice,  or  ujx)n  exposure  to  cold,  sometimes  amounting  to  abso- 
lute aphonia,  lasting  from  a  period  of  several  hours,  or  a  day  or 
two,  to  several  days  or  a  few  weeks.  The  voice  in  these  cases, 
in  addition  to  its  hoarse  quality,  sounded  like  that  of  a  tired 
and  languid  convalescent,  feeble  and  hesitating,  as  though  the 
effort  to  produce  it  were  painful  and  exhausting.  Dr.  Gibb  * 
relates  an  interesting  case  in  which  one  vocal  cord  appeared  to 
have  been  destroyed  by  small-pox ;  and  another  in  which  the 
patient  had  b^en  the  subject  of  aphonia,  hoarseness,  and  chronic 
laryngeal  disease  for  thirty-eight  years  subsequent  to  an  attack 
of  small-pox.  The  ventricular  bands  were  very  much  swollen, 
and  one  of  them  had  a  small  abscess  upon  it  at  the  time  of  ex- 
amination. He  also  mentions  an  anatomical  preparation  from 
a  small-pox  case,  in  which  the  trachea  was  studded  with  distinct 
elevated  spots  of  coagulable  lymph,  like  the  pustules  of  small- 
pox. 

The  Sore  Throat  of  Measles. — ^The  sore  throat  of  measles 
is  a  catarrhal  affection  of  the  air-passages,  including  the  nostrils, 
throat,  lar}Tix,  and  more  or  less  of  the  bronchial  tract ;  a  more 
or  less  painful  coryza  and  laryngitis  therefore,  the  effect  of 
which  is  propagated  along  the  lachrymal  duct,  producing  in- 
jection of  the  conjunctival  mucous  membrane,  intolerance  of 
light,  and  lachrymation.  The  secretions  are  viscid  and  acrid, 
inducing  spasms  of  sternutation,  sometimes  attended  by  rup- 
ture of  the  blood-vessels  producing  an  epistaxis.  The  Eusta- 
chian tubes  sometimes  become  involved  in  the  catarrhal  infiam- 


1  On  Diieases  of  the  Throat.    London,  1864 ;  p.  286. 
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mation  of  measles,  and  we  may  have  merely  moderate  deafness, 
or  even  marked  deafness  accompanied  by  acute  pain  in  the  ears. 

The  mucous  membranes  of  the  tliroat  are  often  affected  before 
there  is  any  manifestation  of  the  disease  on  the  cutaneous  sur- 
face ;  and  in  some  instances  evidences  of  the  eruption  will  ^be 
found  upon  the  palate  a  day  or  more  in  advance  of  its  appear- 
ance upon  the  skin ;  and  from  its  appearance  upon  the  palate 
it  can  sometimes  be  defined  upon  the  tonsils  and  pharynx  before 
it  is  seen  on  the  external  surface. 

In  cases  of  severe  sore  throat  attending  measles,  a  mem- 
bi*anous  exudation  is  sometimes  thrown  out  upon  some  portion 
of  the  palate  or  pharynx,  and  on  the  upper  portion  of  the 
larynx.  It  is  less  fibrinous  than  the  false  membrane  of  croup 
and  diphtheria,  more  liable  to  disintegration,  and  less  equably 
distributed  upon  the  surface. 

The  larynx  seems  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  throat  complica- 
tion in  measles,  and  in  some  instances  the  catarrhal  laryngitis  is 
extremely  severe,  hoarseness  of  voice  persisting,  from  chronic 
inflammation  of  the  vocal  cords  and  other  intralaryngeal  struc- 
tures, for  a  long  time  after  subsidence  of  the  original  affection. 
Occasionally  the  catarrhal  condition  predisposes  the  parts  to  the 
production  of  papillomatous  excrescences  within  the  larynx, 
principally  upon  the  vocal  cords,  or  in  the  ventricles,  tlie  same 
localities  in  which  we  find  them  after  membranous  croup ;  and 
these  may  be  so  extensive  as  to  demand  surgical  interference, 
otherwise,  as  in  one  case  which  came  under  the  author's  obser- 
vation, they  may  prove  fatal  by  suffocating  the  patient. 

The  Sore  Throat  of  Soarlatina. — The  sore  throat  of  scar- 
latina is,  in  some  instances,  the  most  important  source  of  danger 
in  the  progress  of  the  disease,  some  of  the  varieties  of  which 
have  been  given  names  specially  designating  the  anginose  and 
malignant  complications. 

In  the  sore  thi-oat  of  scarlatina,  the  palate  and  pharj'nx  seem 
to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  affection,  which  is  often  propagated 
along  the  Eustachian  tubes  into  the  middle  ear,  producing  de- 
structive inflammation  of  more  or  less  of  the  structures  in  that 
locality.    The  cases  of  chronic  sore  throat,  chronic  deafness, 
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and  chronic  otorrhcea  which  have  had  their  origin  in  the  sore 
throat  of  scarlatina  are  very  numerous.  The  nasal  passages  are 
not  often  invaded  in  scarlatina,  and  the  larynx  very  rarely  indeed. 

Some  amount  of  sore  throat  is  present  in  every  case  of  scar- 
latina ;  indeed,  there  is  reason  to  l)elieve  that  there  are  some 
very  mild  cases  in  which  the  sore  throat  is  tlie  only  manifesta- 
tion of  the  disease.  It  is  known  that  some  physicians  subject  to 
sore  throat  are  almost  certain  to  acquire  an  accession  of  their 
complaint  while  in  attendance  upon  scarlatinous  cases. 

The  sore  throat  of  scarlatina,  like  that  of  measles,  sometimes 
precedes  the  cutaneous  manifestation.  If  seen  early  in  the 
attack,  the  mucous  tissues  of  the  pharj^ix,  in  a  case  of  scarlatina 
simplex,  will  be  of  a  deejvred  color,  the  palate  will  be  swollen, 
as  also  the  tonsils,  which  will  exliibit  a  hue  still  darker  than 
that  of  the  surrounding  structures.  A  day  or  two  later,  there 
will  be  found  an  opalescent  or  milky  accretion  upon  the  ton- 
sils, presenting  some  resemblance  to  the  false  membrane  of 
diphtheria,  but  differing  in  color,  consistence,  and  physical 
characteristics.  It  is  supposed  to  consist  of  an  intermingling 
of  detached  epithelium  entangled  in  an  excess  of  the  viscid 
secretion  so  often  furnished  by  the  tonsils  in  ordinary  inflam- 
mations. It  is  the  production  of  this  coating  which  has  caused 
some  practitioners  to  contend  for  an  analogy  between  scarlatina 
and  diphtheria.  But  other  than  the  mere  fact  of  their  occa- 
sionally simultaneous  prevalence,  there  is  no  evidence  at  all  of 
relationship.  Still,  during  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria,  tlie  sore 
throat  of  scarlatina  may  become  diphtheritic,  but  not  as  an 
essential  element  of  the  scarlatinous  affection. 

As  the  disease  progresses,  the  throat  symptoms  become  more 
and  more  severe,  and  the  cervical  glands  at  the  angle  of  the 
jaw  become  swollen  and  painful.  With  this,  sometimes,  the 
inflammation  is  attended  with  effusion  into  the  submucous 
connective  tissue,  and  thus  is  produced  more  or  less  impediment 
to  respiration  and  deglutition,  but  especially  the  latter ;  fluids, 
in  swallowing  them,  often  returning  by  the  nostrils.  As  the 
violence  of  the  cutaneous  symptoms  abate,  so  do  those  of  the 
throat  moderate.  The  tonsils  cast  off  their  adherent  secretion, 
exhibiting  a  red  and  sometimes  raw  surface  beneath ;  the  red- 
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ness  of  the  parts  diminishes,  and  the  swellings  subside.  Some- 
times there  is  a  desquamation  of  an  epithelial  layer  from  the 
tongue  and  pharynx,  similar  to  the  desquamation  which  takes 
place  from  tlie  skin. 

In  the  anginose  variety  of  scarlatina  the  throat  symptoms 
are  more  severe  than  those  already  narrated.  The  hue  of  the 
palate  and  pharynx  will  bo  more  dusky,  the  color  of  the  mem- 
branous secretion  of  a  dirtier  white,  ash,  or  even  yellowish 
color,  and  it  will  not  be  so  apt  to  be  confined  to  the  tonsils,  but 
will  accumulate  upon  the  palate  and  its  arches,  and  upon  die 
posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx,  sometimes  as  far  down  as  this 
structure  can  be  exposed  to  view.  These  patches  are  soft,  and 
easily  removed,  and  resemble  very  much  in  appearance  the  ca- 
coplasma  that  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  foul  ulcers ;  and  when 
removed  sometimes  really  do  reveal  ulcerated  and  even  gan- 
grenous destruction  of  mucous  membrane  beneath  them.  The 
swelling  of  tonsils,  palate,  and  pharynx  is  much  greater  than 
that  met  with  in  scarlatina  simplex ;  and  so  is  the  tumefaction 
of  the  cervical  and  submaxillary  glands,  which  is  sometimes  so 
finn  and  painful  as  to  prevent  the  patient  from  properly  open 
ing  the  mouth  so  as  to  expose  the  parts  to  inspection. 

There  is  an  accumulation  of  viscid  secretion  in  the  mouth 
similar  to  that  seen  in  measles,  and  likewise  painful  to  expec- 
torate. Like  in  measles,  too,  the  nasal  passages  may  become 
implicated  in  the  disease ;  and  the  nasal  secretions  condense  into 
hard  crusts  which  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  air,  and  compel 
the  patient  to  keep  tlie  mouth  opened.  As  the  disease  pix>- 
gresses,  an  acrid,  offensive,  yellow-colored  secretion  is  poured 
out  from  the  nostrils,  sometimes  excoriating  them  in  its  pas- 
sage ;  and  the  secretions  from  the  mouth  assume  at  the  same 
time  a  similar  character.  Tlie  symptoms  of  inflammation  of 
the  Eustachian  tube  are  likewise  increased  in  severity. 

In  scarlatina  maligna  the  sore  throat  is  of  that  character  de- 
scribed as  malignant,  and  this  form  may  commence  from  the 
outset,  or  ensue  upon  a  case  of  anginose  or  even  simple  scarla- 
tina, even  after  a  period  of  apparent  convalescence  has  become 
established.  It  is  the  knowledge  of  this  liability  to  become 
malignant  that  renders  physicians  so  cautious  about  committing 
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themBelves  with  regard  to  the  prognosis  in  any  case  of  scarlet 
fever,  however  mild  it  may  be.  In  addition  to  an  increase  in 
the  severity  of  the  symptoms  of  sore  throat  described  as  accom- 
panying scarlatina  anginosa,  there  will  be  those  peculiar  consti- 
tutional symptoms  which  are  designated  as  tj'phoid.  The  mu 
cous  membrane  of  the  throat  is  very  much  swollen,  of  a  very 
dark- red  or  purple  color;  there  are  ulcerations,  frequently  of  a 
gangrenous  character,  penetrating  the  tissue  of  the  mucous 
membrane ;  the  membranous  deposit  is  much  darker  in  color, 
almost  black,  and  intermingled  with  extra vasated  blood.  The 
discharges  are  extremely  offensive,  and  are  sanious  in  character, 
and  not  infrequently  mingled  with  the  products  of  hemorrhage 
from  some  portion  of  the  nmcous  membmne. 

The  swellings  at  the  angles  of  the  jaw  increase  and  extend  to 
the  neck,  and  so  does  the  tumefaction  internally,  so  that  deglu- 
tition becomes  impossible,  and  respiration  occasionally  impeded 
to  that  extent  as  to  demand  tracheotomy  in  rescue  from  im- 
pending suffocation — an  operation  which  may  also  become  ne- 
cessary on  account  of  oedema  of  the  aryteno-epiglottic  folds 
of  the  larynx,  or  of  oiMlema  of  the  epiglottis — manifestations 
which  sometimes  occur  in  connection  with  oedema  of  tlie  uvula 
and  soft  palate,  as  an  expression  of  the  general  condition  of 
anasarca  which  attends  scarlatina  as  one  of  its  sequelae. 

The  treatment  of  the  sore  throat  of  scarlatina  will,  in  the 
•main,  be  similar  to  that  for  the  treatment  of  ordinary  inflam- 
matory sore  throat,  save  that  the  application  of  severe  remedies 
is  rarely  called  for.  The  use  of  sprays  propelled  into  the 
mouth  and  ujx)n  the  affected  parts  will  prove  of  great  efficacy, 
and  can  be  employed  under  circumstances  in  which  the  mop 
and  the  gargle  cannot  l)e  resorted  to.  A  weak  solution  of  almn 
is  recommended,  with  the  use  of  detergents,  when  indicated. 

ERYSIPELATOUS   SORE   THROAT. 

Erysipelas  occasionally  attacks  the  throat  as  an  extension  of 
erysipelas  of  the  head  and  face ;  and  in  some  instances  appears  to 
begin  in  the  thn)at  and  spread  thence  to  the  exterior.  When  the 
throat  is  involved  there  is  imminent  danger  of  implication  of  the 
larynx,  with  the  production  of  cedema. 


ERYSIPELATOUS    SORE   THROAT.  Ill 

Sometimes,  however,  as  graphically  narrated  by  Prof.  Todd,* 
an  idiopathic  erysipelas  occurs  in  the  throat  which  is  confined  to 
the  pharynx.  The  author  has  never  seen  a  case  of  the  kind. 
Several  instances  of  this  affection  are  given  by  Dr.  Todd,  who 
describes  them  as  nmning  their  course  towards  death  or  recovery 
within  fortv-eiffht  hours.  The  attack  usuallv  commences  with  a 
catarrh ;  and  the  principal  symptoms  are  a  dusky-red  hue  of  the 
pharynx,  with  inability  to  swallow ;  and  this  inability  does  not 
proceed  from  swelling  but  from  actual  paralysis,  it  being  impos- 
sible to  excite  the  pharyngeal  muscles  to  contraction  even  by  the 
contact  of  the  finger  or  instruments.  The  regurgitation  takes 
place  chiefly  through  the  mouth.  The  treatment  recommended 
consists  in  touching  the  parts  lightly  with  the  solid  nitrate  of 
silver,  or  freely  washing  them  with  a  strong  solution  of  the 
same ;  and  in  the  frequent  injection  of  enemas  of  beef -tea  con- 
taining large  doses  (10  grains)  of  quinine.  Improvement  usually 
begins  in  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours,  and  as  soon  as 
the  power  of  deglutition  commences  to  return,  frequent  and 
large  doses  of  brandy,  ammonia,  chloric  ether,  and  beef -tea  are 
given  by  the  mouth. 

A  case  of  pharyngeal  erysipelas  making  its  way  on  the  face 
through  the  lachrymal  canal  has  been  recorded '  by  M.  Gallard. 
A  female,  twenty-five  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill,  March  13th,  with 
chill,  fever,  pain  in  the  throat,  difficulty  in  swallowing,  and  great 
swelling  of  the  glands  of  the  neck  and  of  the  lower  jaw.  The 
symptoms  increased  until  the  17th,  when  the  pain  in  the  throat 
subsided,  but  was  followed  by  burning  pain  in  the  nostrils.  On 
the  18th  there  was  pain  at  the  inner  angle  of  the  right  eye,  with 
redness  and  swelling  of  the  lower  lid,  which  in  the  course  of  the 
day  continued  along  the  naso-labial  sulcus  and  extended  to  the 
line  of  the  border  of  the  jaw ;  these  symptoms  being  attended 
^vith  severe  fever  and  repeated  vomiting.  On  the  20th  there  was 
redness  and  swelling  of  the  left  cheek  commencing  over  the 
inner  eyelid ;  and  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharjnx  was 
only  still  much  injected.     The  erysipelas  spread  from  the  nose 


>  Clinical  Lectures  on  Cerbaln  Acute  Diseases,  Phila.  Ed.  18G0,  p.  151. 
•  {Gaz,  de$  hop.  47,  1868)  Schmidts  Jahrb.,  Jan.,  1809,  p.  35. 
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and  chin,  and  united  upon  the  forehead  on  the  22d,  whence 
it  extended  over  the  anterior  third  of  the  hairy  Bcalp,  and  formed 
blisters  hero  and  there,  and  on  the  next  day  redness  and  swell- 
ing disappeared  for  the  lirst  time  from  the  right  cheek,  and  on 
the  following  days  from  the  other  portions.  On  the  29th  the 
patient  was  well. 

Another  case  was  reported'  by  Kigal,  in  wliich  the  erysipelas 
of  the  pharynx  extended  into  the  nasal  passages,  and  thence 
over  the  conjunctivsB  and  the  face. 

>  6te  <te  %.,  1809, 90. 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


SYPHILITIC    SORE   THROAT. 


This  affection  is  very  coiniiion  in  every  large  community, 
usually  as  a  symptomatic  manifestation  of  systemic  poisoning 
produced  in  the  usual  way  ;  but  sometimes  the  result  of  direct 
poisoning  from  chancres  about  the  lips,  tongue,  and  hard  palate, 
produced  by  actual  contact.  Secondary  symptoms  are  some- 
times communicated  bv  the  kisses  or  bites  of  infected  indi- 
viduals ;  they  have  been  known  to  follow  the  drawing  out  of 
the  nipple  of  the  i)arturient  female,  by  suction  with  tlie  mouth 
of  a  syphilitic  imrse.  In  children  it  is  sometimes  contracted 
from  the  nipple  of  the  nurse.  Some  observers  have  thought 
that  it  could  be  communicated  to  the  mouth  of  the  infant 
through  the  medium  of  the  milk,  but  it  must  be  exceedingly 
doubtful  that  infection  is  ever  brought  about  in  this  way.  It 
is  also  occasionally  i>ropagated  by  the  use  of  certain  instruments 
placed  in  the  mouth,  such  as  the  blowpipe,  trumpet,  etc.  I  have 
known  it  to  be  connnunicated  bv  the  incautious  use  of  the  Eus- 
tachian  catheter,  a  fearful  case  of  ravage  from  which  was  shown 
to  me  several  yeai-s  ago  by  my  friend  Dr.  K.  J.  Levis,  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  chancre  met  with  on  the  Up  and  tongue  is  usually  of  the 
hard  variety;  still,  soft  chancre  is  also  encountered,  and  I  have 
seen  cases  where,  both  lips  and  tongue  being  involved,  a  consider- 
able jX)rtion  of  the  latter  organ  was  the  subject  of  extensive 
phagedenic  ulceration,  presenting  a  most  horrible  and  disgusting 
spectacle. 

The  only  affections  with  which  chancre  in  the  lips  and  tongue 
could  be  confounded  are,  perhaps,  epithelioma  and  furuncle ;  but 
the  appearances  of  the  latter  are  so  characteristic  that,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  sort  of  individual  likely  to  be  the  subject  of 
chancre  about  the  mouth,  a  mistake  in  diagnosis  is  hardly  |)08- 
sible.  These  cases  are  not  seen  early  as  a  usual  thing ;  for  shame 
on  the  one  hand,  and  ignorance  on  the  other,  are  likely  to  deter 
the  patients  from  applying  for  medical  treatment  until  they  find 
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it  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  control  the  ravages  of  the 
disease. 

Syphilitic  diseases  of  the  throat  are  much  more  likely  to 
appear  as  manifestations  of  secondary  and  tertiary  syphilis, 
though  the  characteristics  of  the  two  forms  are  not  as  well  de- 
fined as  when  occurring  in  other  parts  of  the  body.  Where 
the  former  existence  of  a  primary  affection  is  acknowledged, 
the  duration  of  the  affection  will  be  an  important  element  in 
the  discrimination,  as  also  the  evidence  of  6y]>hilitic  disease  in 
the  skin ;  the  usual  period  for  sec^ondary  manifestations  being 
from  four  to  eight  weeks  from  the  date(»f  infection.  Of  these 
syphilitic  affections  of  the  throat,  some  are  similar  to  those  met 
with  on  the  cutaneous  surface,  and  others  are  peculiar  to  the 
mucous  membrane. 

The  most  frequent  seat  of  syphilitic  inflannnation  of  the 
throat  is,  perhaps,  the  soft  palate ;  beginning  usually  near  the 
border  of  the  hard  palate  and  spreading  downwards  upon  either 
side,  though  sometimes  travelling  along  the  hard  palate  also. 
We  do  not  often  see  separate  blotches  such  as  are  observed 
ujxm  the  skin,  but  rather  a  diffused  redness  without  any  dis- 
tinct line  of  demarcation.  This  erythenuitous  condition  gradu- 
ally extends  to  the  arches  of  the  palate,  and  presents  the  ap- 
pearances of  ordinary  inflannnation.  Sometimes  it  is  distributed 
in  irregular  patches,  separated  by  healthy-looking  membrane. 
Should  the  disease  not  have  bben  arrested  at  this  stage,  there 
ensues  a  swelling  of  the  affected  parts,  with  a  gradual  change  to 
a  livid  color.  The  movements  of  the  palate  become  impeded 
by  the  interstitial  deiK)sit  going  on  in  its  tissues,  occasionally 
amounting  to  complete  paralysis.  The  tonsils  are  very  apt  to  be 
involved,  becoming  somewhat  swollen,  though  not  often  mark- 
edly so ;  but  they  are  red,  hard,  irregular  in  outline,  and  soon 
l)e(!ome  covered  with  a  pasty  secretion  that  often  adheres  in 
strands  to  their  lacuniie.  These  hypertrophied  tonsils  are 
sometimes  the  seat  of  condylomata,  and  if  careful  investigation 
be  made,  the  coexistence  of  similar  vegetations  elsewhere  will 
often  be  revealed.  The  follicular  glands  of  the  palate  and 
uvula  become  enlarged  and  i)rominent,  and  the  uvula  often 
markedly  a^dematous. 
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Should  the  progress  of  the  disease  not  be  arrested  in  this 
stage,  the  inflamed  follicles  of  the  palate  and  of  the  tonsils 
ulcerate ;  and  the  ulcers  run  into  each  other  and  often  extend 
rapidly,  the  gums,  tongue,  and  e}>iglottis  sometimes  partici- 
pating. These  ulcers  are  soft,  covered  with  grayish  aplastic 
deposit,  sometimes  pellicular,  and  are  usually  excavated,  with 
8harj>  edges,  and  surrounded  by  a  demarcating  l)order  of  red- 
dened membrane.  They  are  at  tii'st  superficial,  but  6<X)n  in- 
volve the  entire  mucous  membrane  and  ])enetrate  into  the  sub- 
mucous tissue.  Sometimes  abscesses  form,  principally  in  the 
palate,  and  in  the  tonsils  and  palatine  folds :  and  these  finally 
discharge,  leaving  foul  ulcers,  chiefly  at  the  r(K)t  of  the  uvula, 
which  is  sometimes  destroyed  in  the  ulcerative  process ;  but 
they  also  occur  in  other  jx)rtions,  and  often  penetrate  the  entire 
thickness  of  the  palate  in  their  ulcerative  ravages ;  sometimes 
in  its  central  jwrtion,  sometimes  to  one  side  <>r  the  other,  and 
not  infrequently  compamtively  large  portions  of  the  arches 
are  destroyed  in  consequence.  This  destructive  process  some- 
times proceeds  with  great  rapidity,  a  penod  of  twenty-four  or 
forty-eight  hours  sufficing  to  complete  the  perfonition.  The 
ulcerated  t(^>nsils  bleed  readilv  to  the  touch,  and  mav  undergo 
entire  destruction.  During  this  time  the  pharynx  becomes 
equally  involved ;  in  many  instances  ulceration  being  pro- 
duced, so  that  \er\  often  thei-e  is  formed,  in  cicatrization, 
an  adhesion  between  the  sides  of  the  palate,  or  its  j)osterior 
arch,  and  the  wall  of  the  pharynx.  The  ulcerative  process 
sometimes  extends  to  the  cervical,  vertcbnt,  and  produces  ex- 
foliation of  dead  lx)ne.  The  tongue,  gums,  lips,  and  cheeks 
also  participate  in  the  affection,  so  that  there  is  ulceration  of 
all  these  parts  at  once,  or  in  prompt  succession.  From  the 
])harynx,  or  from  the  posterior  jK>rtion  of  the  velum,  the  dis- 
eased process  extends  to  the  orifices  of  the  Kustachian  tubes, 
and,  not  infrequently,  continues  along  the  tube  into  the  tym- 
panum. The  inflammation  thus  excited  may  even  be  propagated 
to  the  inter-cranial  tissues  proper ;  though  more  frequently  ruj)- 
ture  of  the  raembrana  tympani  ensues,  giving  vent  to  discharges 
of  purulent  mattei's  through  the  external  ear.  The  nnicous 
membrane  of  the  nose  is  also  attacked,  and  may  implicate  the 
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nasal  duct  pnxluciii<y  8j)ecific  iiiflanimation  of  the  conjunctival 
mucous  membrane ;  and  the  disease  in  manv  instances  extends 
to  the  larynx,  which  is  also  often  affected  primarily.  The 
affection  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  mav  extend  to  the 
bones,  and  produce  caries  and  necrosis.  Sometimes  the  disease 
of  the  Ixnies  precedes  the  implication  of  the  mucous  membnme. 

The  larvnx  becomes  involved  bv  extension  of  the  disease 
from  the  anterior  arches  of  the  palate  usually,  and  all  the  phe- 
nomena of  syphilitic  inflannnation  may  ensue,  leading  to  exten- 
sive ulceration  and  destruction.  The  epijijlottis  is  quite  prone 
to  suffer ;  and  there  may  be  ^reat  loss  of  its  6ul)stance,  or 
even  entire  loss  of  it.  The  syphilitic  ulcerative  pro<»ess  at- 
tacks the  aryteno-epiglottic  folds,  the  ventricular  bands,  and 
the  vocal  cords ;  sometimes  singly,  sometimes  together.  This 
ulceration  may  extend  to  the  cartilages,  and  produce  their  de- 
struction; or  the  disease  may  begin  in  sj-^^hilitic  j)erichondritis 
or  chondritis,  and  affect  the  muc«>us  membrane  in  the  exfolia- 
tion of  the  se(piester.  Large  portions  of  cartilage  are  some- 
times destroyed,  and  even  entire  cartilages.  During  this  pnx^ess, 
ojdema  of  the  larynx  is  very  apt  to  take  place.  The  cicatriza- 
tion of  laryngeal  ulcers  often  pnxluces  jxinnanent  constriction  of 
the  laryngeal  orifice,  and  sometimes,  even  if  the  glottis  is  not 
directly  implicated,  necessitates  the  operation  of  tracheotomy, 
with  almost  always  the  pennanent  use  of  the  canule. 

The  trachea  also  is  liable  to  the  manifestations  of  syphilis ; 
and  the  ulcerative  process  may  involve  its  cartilages  as  well  as 
its  mucous  membrane.  , 

Syphilitic  warts  and  excresc*ences  are  liable  to  form  in  the 
larynx.  They  are  frequently  small,  nndtiple,  and  adherent  by 
a  broad  l)ase ;  but  they  may  acquire  the  size  of  a  hickory-nut, 
almost  filling  up  the  upper  cavity  of  the  lar\iix.  Sometimes 
they  are  flat  bands  hanging  into  the  glottis,  or  from  the  vocal 
cords.     They  may  occupy  any  portion  of  the  larynx. 

There  is  nothing  abs(^lutely  characteristic  in  the  apj)earance 
of  syphilitic  disease  of  the  larMix,  whether  of  the  simple  erythe- 
matous form,  or  of  the  ulcerative  variety.  An  obstinate  chixmic 
laryngitis  in  a  constitution  undoubtedly  free  from  tuberculous 
disease  of  the  lungs  is  almost  presumptive  evidence  of  its  syphi- 
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litic  nature.  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  idcerative  forni, 
if  it  can  be  traced  to  no  other  actual  cause.  Tliere  are  8onie 
cases  whiirh  siiiiiiluta  eaitcer  in  their  ajjpearanue,  but  tlie  al>sence 
of  tlie  lancinating  pains  attending  malignant  diueai^e  will  nsiially 
serve  to  eliminate  tlie  latter  from  the  diagnosis. 


Bjl)bUII]c  nrscn  In  e^lgk<tU^  mil  latcnl  lurngeiil 


SometiniK*,  liowever,  as  in  one  case  in  the  practice  of  tlie 
autlior,  and  delineated  in  I'igs.  '■11  and  28,  the  disease  n<)t  oidy 
^imulatee  ulcerative  epithelioma  in  itii  Hp{>caranceii,  but  even  in 
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the  lancinating  pains,  which,  in  the  instance  referred  to,  were 
constant,  nnich  nioi*e  constant  than  is  obser>'ed  in  cancer ; 
cansing  tlie  patient,  a  man  aged  31  yeai's,  to  twitch  his  head  to- 
wards the  side  affected  every  few  seconds  from  morning  nntil 
night,  whether  talking,  eating,  or  at  rest ;  and  this  for  weeks  to- 
gether ;  for  he  did  not  come  under  observation  until  a  late 
period  of  the  affection,  after  the  disease  had  connnitted  the 
ravages  depicted  in  the  illustrations,'  ravages  which  finally  de- 
stroyed the  entire  palate  and  epiglottis. 

The  mu(*ous  tubercle,  as  it  is  called,  a  jwculiar  affection  in  ir- 
regular elevations,  hard  to  the  touch,  resembling  in  appearance 
a  |x>rtion  of  surface  whi(;h  has  been  subjected  to  the  local  action 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  is  often  seen  u|X)n  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  throat.  It  is  thiMight  to  be  due  to  the  ulcerative  action  of  a 
gunnny  deposit  which  has  existed  in  the  submucous  tissues.  It 
is  liable  to  produce  extensive  ulceration  and  destruction  of 
tissue.  Its  most  frecpient  seat  is  the  tongue,  lips,  inside  of  the 
cheek,  and  the  soft  palate. 

The  treatment  of  consecutive  syphilitic  affections  of  the 
throat  is  very  simple,  and,  if  the  constitution  has  not  been  broken 
down,  usually  successful,  even  when  the  local  disease  is  very 
severe.  The  patient,  if  not  well  nourished,  should  be  given 
whie,  iron,  and  ipiinine,  and  good  nutritious  diet,  until  his  gen- 
eral health  has  become  somewhat  re-established,  when  he  should 
be  placed  \i\k>u  S2)ecific  treatment.  This  will  consist,  usually, 
of  iodide  of  iX)tassium ;  aided,  if  need  be,'by  the  bichloride  of 
mercury,  or  some  equivalent  mercurial  prei)aration,  in  small 
doses.  Locally,  swabbing  the  parts  with  the  acid  nitrate  of 
mercury,  diluted  with  four,  ten,  or  twenty  parts  > of  water,  as 
circumstances  may  indicate,  will  usually  be  found  fuUv  effi- 
cient  as  a  topical  remedy.  If  a^dema  be  present  the  parts  must 
be  scarified,  or  ruptured  by  compression  ;  after  which  a  solution 
of  the  nitrate  of  silver  may  be  employed  upon  them.  Should 
the  < edema  recur,  it  nnist  be  treated  as  before.  Should  symjv 
toms  of  suff(K;ati(in  supervene  which  cannot  be  subdued  by  less 

^  See  in  this  connection  a  case  of  inherited  Hy])hilis  of  the  nose  simulating 
epithelioma.  Prof.  Gross^  Clinic,  May  27,  '7i.—  The  Med.  Times,  Phila.,  July 
15th,  1871. 


SYPHILITIC    SORE    THROAT    IN    INFANTS.  119 

severe  measures,  the  perfomiancc  of  tracheotomy  in  indicated. 
Astringent  applications  in  the  form  of  spray,  or  washes,  should 
be  freely  used  by  the  patient  if  there  be  a  great  deal  of  discom- 
fort from  swelling  and  inflammation  of  the  parts.  Fetor  is 
controlled  by  the  local  use  of  detergents  in  the  same  way. 

The  earlier  manifestations  of  syphilitic  sore  throat  usually  de- 
mand no  other  treatment  than  destruction  of  the  primary  ulcer- 
ation by  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  or  other  caustic,  followed 
by  such  treatment,  local  and  constitutional,  as  would  be  em- 
ployed in  non-specific  inflammatory  sore  throat. 

SYPniIJTIC   SORE   TUKOAT   IN    INFANTS. 

The  constitutional  numifcstations  of  syphilis  in  the  throat  of 
the  infant  present  usually  in  the  form  of  mucous  patches. 
These  occupy  the  palate,  its  arches,  the  tonsils,  and  sometimes 
the  pharynx  ;  and  occasionally  the  larynx  also  seems  to  be  af- 
fected, judging  from  the  hoarseness  of  the  infant's  cry.  At  the 
same  time  the  umcous  tissues  of  the  mouth  may  be  impli- 
cated, such  as  the  gums,  lips,  tongue,  and  inside  of  the  cheek. 
Much  more  fretpiently,  however,  the  disease  manifests  itself  in 
the  form  of  a  coryza,  which  is,  probably,  in  accordance  with  the 
opinion  of  Diday  and  others,  due  to  tlie  development  of  mucous 
patches  upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose.  The  first  evi- 
dence of  the  disease  is  some  impediment  to  free  respiration 
by  the  nostrils,  and  consequent  embarrassment  in  taking  the  ni})- 
ple ;  the  symptoms  being  similar  at  first  to  those  of  an  ordinary 
coryza.  After  a  short  time,  a  thin  serous  licpiid  runs  from  the 
nose,  which  soon  becomes  thicker,  purulent,  and  somewhat  san- 
guinolent.  The  nose  becomes  more  and  more  stopped  up,  and 
as  this  condition  increiises,  the  child,  wliile  suckling,  is  forced 
to  take  rapid  inspirations  through  the  nose,  which  dries  up  }H)r- 
tions  of  the  secretions  into  crusts,  which  are  discharged  with 
more  or  less  hemorrhage.  Finally  these  ■  crusts  accunmlate 
faster  than  they  can  be  discharged,  and  complete  obstruction  of 
the  nostrils  is  pnxluced.  When  this  is  the  case,  great  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  nourishing  the  child,  because  it  is  unable  to 
breathe  while  at  the  nipple.  It  seizes  the  breast  eagerly,  but  is 
compelled  to  let  it  go  again  almost  immediately,  which  renders 


/ 


120  SYPHILITIC   SOKE   THROAT. 

it  cross  and  fretful.  As  the  disease  progresses,  specific  pustules, 
fissures,  and  ulcers  fonn  u}K)1i  the  alae  of  the  nose  and  upon  the 
lips,  and  at  the  angles  of  the  mouth,  and  extend  outwards 
ujxm  the  cheek  along  the  natural  fissures  of  the  skin.  In  this 
manner,  sometimes,  peculiar  striated  appearances  are  pro<iuced, 
which,  ac(^ording  to  Prof.  Trousseau,*  are  characteristic  of 
syphilis,  and  are  true  mucous  cnists,  thougli  not  exactly  of  the 
same  aspect  Jis  in  the  adult ;  their  size  being  smaller  the  greater 
their  distance  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  li}>s:  their 
edges  are  finely  fringed  and  blackened  by  the  adherence  of 
coagulated  bl(X)d  ;  and  they  have  gi-istly  and  bleeding  bottoms 
more  or  less  bright  red  in  color. 

Prof.  Trousseau  states  that  thev  often  leave  indelible  cicatrices 
after  recoverv,  and  that  he  has  seen  vouncr  men  and  vount'  wo- 
men  still  earning  these  cicatrices ;  stigmata,  the  nature  of  which 
they  did  not  suspect. 

As  the  disease  of  the  nasal  passages  progresses,  ulceration 
takes  place  there  also,  and  it  often  destroys  the  cartilages  and  the 
bones,  fnigments  of  which  are  thivnm  off  with  the  crusts.  In 
this  way  the  septum  becomes  perforated,  and  the  nrvse  flat- 
tened. Scnnetimes  the  general  system  is  jH)isoned  by  the  exha- 
lations of  the  decomix)sing  secretions  in  the  nose,  and  death 
ensues  in  consequeiu^e.  This  syphilitic*  coryza  is  sometimes  the 
only  manifestation  of  hereditarj'  syphilis,  and,  according  to 
Trousseau,  the  earliest  sign  of  the  disease  in  almost  every 
instance. 

The  treatment  of  syphilitic  diseases  of  the  throat  in  the 
infant  does  not  differ  essentially  from  that  adopted  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis  in  the  adult.  Care  must  be  taken  to  sus- 
tain the  nourishment  of  the  child  and  to  place  it  under  favor- 
able hygienic  influences.  To  this  end  a  healthy  wet-nurse  is  a 
great  desideratum,  but  one  not  always  to  be  obtained.  It  is 
stated  on  good  autlK>rity,  that  a  syphilitic  wet-nurse  is  admissi- 
ble pn)vided  she  is  placed  under  spe(;itic  treatment,  that  is 
to  say,  mercurialized.  When  the  child  cannot  be  nursed,  the 
milk  of  the  goat,  the  ass,  or  the  cow  is  administered  by  the  lK)t- 


'  Clinical  Lectures,     Vol.  iv.     Sydenham  So.  Ed. 
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tie  if  the  child  can  take  it,  otherwise  by  the  spoon,  the  same  as 
under  ordinary  circninstances.  Tlie  child  should  be  kept  in  a 
warm  temperature,  be  clad  with  woollen  underclothing,  and 
great  care  should  be  taken  in  maintaining  cleanliness  of  the 
skin  and  in  prompt  removal  of  the  secretions.  Ablutions 
should  be  practised  more  frequently  than  with  the  healthy  in- 
fant. A  mercurial  course  appears  to  be  indispensable,  and  the 
best  article  for  this  purpose  is,  as  with  the  adult,  the  bichloride 
of  mercury,  wliich  may  be  given  in  solution  with  syrup,  in 
divided  doses,  varying  from  one  twelfth  of  a  grain  daily 
upwards  until  some  sign  of  inflanunation  is  observable  ujx)!!  the 
•gums,  or  until  the  characteristic  odor  is  perceptible  in  the 
breath,  when  the  cpiantity  of  the  mercurial  may  be  slightly 
diminished,  but  not  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  necessary 
to  keep  up  evidences  of  its  specific  effect.  The  mcrcurialization 
may  be  assisted  by  frictions  to  the  chest  of  the  mild  mercurial 
ointment,  or  by  the  method  of  Brodie,  whicjh  is  to  smear  a  flannel 
jacket  with  the  ointment  and  wrap  it  around  the  thomx,  trusting 
to  the  natural  movements  of  the  child  for  its  friction  into  the  skin. 
In  some  instances  a  bath  is  mercurialized  hy  dissolving  half  a 
drachm  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury  in  it,  and  employed  every 
two  or  three  davs,  acjcordin*'  to  the  indications.  If  the  mercu- 
rial  should  irritate  tlie  intestinal  canal,  its  administration  bv  the 
mouth  is  suspended  for  a  while,  and  more  attention  ])aid  to  its 
use  by  the  bath.  In  addition  to  the  mercurial  treatment,  the 
iodide  of  potassium  is  administered  in  some  pleasant  syrup,  in 
doses  from  three-fouilhs  of  a  grain  and  upwards,  according 
to  the  age  and  strength  of  the  patient  and  the  promptness  of  its 
effects. 

Ijocal  treatment  is  also  called  for.  The  mouth  may  be 
swabbed  out  with  honey  impregnated  with  muriatic  or  sulphuric 
acid,  or  with  alum  or  borax.  If  this  should  not  suffice,  the 
diseased  parts  may  be  gently  touched  with  the  nitrate  of  silver, 
in  stick  or  in  8<jlution,  great  care  being  taken  not  to  make  too 
extensive  an  application ;  and  this  may  be  repeated  every  two 
or  three  days,  according  to  the  indication. 

For  the  affections  of  the  nasal  passages,  the  syringe  should 
be   employed   several   times  a  day,  to  facilitate  the  removal 
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of  the  cruBts,  and  to  medicate  the  diseased  structures.  Wann 
water  impregnated  witli  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  chlorinated 
soda,  chloride  of  lime,  or  carbolic  acid,  may  be  employed  for 
this  purpose.  Ointments  containing  tlie  mercurial  may  also  bo 
applied  by  means  of  a  soft  moj)  or  feather. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

SORE   THROAT   FROM    BURNS    AND    SCALDS. 

JiuRNS  and  scalds  of  tlie  throat  are  often  met  with,  usually 
the  result  of  accident,  hut  sometimes  the  result  of  design. 
Tliey  are  often  fatal.  The  most  frequent  sufferers  from  scalds 
are  the  children  of  the  iX)or,  who,  being  allowed  to  run  about 
the  kitchen,  attempt  to  drink  water  boiling  in  the  tea-pot. 
Sometimes  acid  or  alkaline  caustic  substances  are  swallowed,  a 
liniment  being  mistaken  for  a  mixture.  Another  chiss  of  cases 
occur  when  caustic  substances  are  swallowed  in  suicidal  intent. 
Bums  occur  most  frequently  from  the  inhalation  of  llame,  hot 
steam,  or  the  heated  air  of  burning  buildings.  Where  flame 
or  hot  air  is  inhaled,  or  where  hot  or  caustic  liquid  is  swal- 
lowed involuntarily,  the  larynx  is  much  more  likely  to  be 
implicated  than  when  the  drink  has  been  taken  designedly,  and 
the  epiglottis  not  surprised  at  its  post,  as  it  were;  and  the 
effects  are  produced  principally  in  the  pharynx  and  a\sophagu8. 
When  the  larynx  has  been  injured,  acute  laryngitis  rapidly 
supervenes,  and  is  likely  to  be  attended  with  cedema,  and  thus 
pnxluce  death  by  asphyxia.  Tmcheotomy  is  therefore  demand- 
ed early,  as  a  rule,  after  accidents  of  this  sort ;  but  it  does  not 
hold  out  the  hope  of  success  in  children  that  it  does  in  adults. 

There  is  usually  little  trouble  about  tlie  diagnosis  of  a  burn  or 
scald  in  the  throat.  The  severe  pain  and  distress  in  the  part, 
the  dyspna^a  and  dysphagia,  and  the  history  of  the  case  are 
sufficient  for  the  puqx)6e.  The  mouth,  palate,  and  pharynx,  if 
seen  early,  are  white ;  patches  of  the  mucous  membrane  are 
destroyed,  and  there  is  abundant  evidence  of  inflammatory 
swelling.  The  nervous  shock  is  usually  very  great,  and  forms 
one  serious  element  of  danger. 

The  treatment  consists  in  the  administration  of  anodynes 
hyjxHlennically  and  by  inhalation,  nourishment  and   stimula- 
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tioii  by  enema,  and  the  l<x*al  application  of  bits  of  ice  in  the 
mouth,  with  cold  ct)mpix5rNses  (tv  ice-ba{i:s  about  the  neck;  to 
which  is  to  be  added  the  ])erforiuance  of  tracheotomy  on  the 
snjKTvention  of  symptoms  of  suffocation.  Suppumtion  is  very 
great,  should  the  patient  survive  ;  and  chix>nic  laryngitis  usually 
remains,  sometimes  with  stenosis  of  larvnx  or  trachea,  an<l  stric- 
ture  of  a»sophagu8.  These  results  are  to  be  tivated  according 
to  the  indications  laid  down  under  their  respective  heads. 

When  smoke  is  inhaled  during  the  conflagration  i)f  burning 
buihlings,  black  sputa  are  sometimes  expectorated  for  several 
da  vs.  I  have  elsewhere  instanced*  a  number  of  cases  which 
occurred  in  a  family  living  over  a  i>erfumery  stoix^  which  took 
fire.  Ten  of  them,  who  came  under  the  care  of  Dr.  W.  W. 
Keen,  Jr.,  and  myself,  were  attacked  with  seveix>  bronirhitis  and 
aphonia ;  and,  for  sevend  days  sul)se<]uent  to  the  accident,  ex- 
jiectorated  large  (juantities  of  black  sputa,  which  were  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  the  carbonaceous  nuitters  thev  were  forced  to 
inhale  before  thev  could  be  ivscued  from  the  flames.  In  one  of 
these  cases  there  was  ( edema  of  the  larynx  threatening  suffoc^a- 
tion.  Copious  and  frequent  inhalations  of  the  spray  fix>m  a 
solution  of  the  watery  extract  of  opium,  relieved  the  suffering, 
and  the  patient  eventually  rec^)vered.' 


'  Inhalation ;  ite  Therapeutics  and  Practice.     Philo.,  1807,  p.  294. 
'  Ibid.  p.  139. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 

SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS    OF   THE   TONSILS. 

Foreign  Bodies,  such  as  fisli-boiies,  bristles  fi'om  a  tooth- 
])ru8h,  and  the  like,  occasionally  stick  in  the  tonsils.  They  may 
be  readily  removed  by  the  forceps.  If  deeply  buried,  an  incision 
may  be  made  over  them,  so  as  to  render  their  extraction  more  easy. 

Calcareous  oonoretions  are  sometimes  met  with  in  the 
tonsils.  They  vary  from  the  size  of  a  small  seed  to  that  of  a 
large  bean  or  a  small  mit.  They  often  produce  cough  and  ex- 
cessive secretion  ;  sometimes  inliammation  and  abscess.  Some- 
times they  project  from  the  surface  of  the  organ  and  can  be 
removed  by  the  forcteps,  aided,  if  need  be,  by  one  or  two  light 
strokes  with  the  knife.  Small  concretions  are  occasionally 
ejected  spontaneously  in  a  fit  of  coughing  or  vomiting ;  and 
some  patients  are  subject  to  recurrences  of  this  kind.  These 
concretions  are  usually  com{K)sed  in  great  part  of  carbonate  and 
phosphate  of  lime,  and  seem  often  to  be  pnxluced  from  calcifi- 
cation of  the  cheesy  masses  so  frequently  met  with  in  the 
tonsils.  Under  these  circumstances,  when  crushed,  they  emit 
the  same  offensive  odor  as  the  masses  alluded  to.  Under  other 
circumstances  they  resemble  the  concretions  sometimes  expec- 
torated from  the  lungs  of  tuberculous  subjects,  and  have  not  the 
slightest  offensive  odor  about  them. 

Cancerous  tumors  occasionally  occur  in  the  tonsils.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  entire  organ  must  be  removed,  if  at 
all  subjected  to  operation ;  and  if  the  membranes  of  the  soft 
palate  or  pharynx  are  involved,  jwrtions  of  these  structures 
also,  including  a  sufficient  zone  of  healthy  tissue. 

Cystic  tumors  have  been  seen  in  the  tonsils.  They  have 
usually  been  discovered  during  an  operation  for  a  supposed 
hypertrophy.     The  contents  of  the  sac  are  of  course  evacuated 
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by  the  operation ;  and  an  injection  of  iodine,  or  some  analo- 
gous procedure,  should  be  employed  to  excite  adhesive  intlam- 
niations  of  its  walls. 


PERMANKNT    (cURONIc)    ENL.VKGEMKNT    OF   THE    TONSILS. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  Tonsils. — Hypertrophy  of  the  tonsils 
is  very  often  met  with,  usually  in  children  and  young  adults. 
In  some  instances  the  affection  apjiears  to  be  congenital ;  at 
least  it  has  been  noticed  s(K>n  after  birth.  It  is  very  rarely 
encountered  in  persons  over  thirty  yeai-s  of  age,  unless  the  con- 
dition has  existed  for  a  inimber  of  vears.  Host  of  the  cases 
occur  in  persons  of  the  strumous  diathesis,  and  often  in  connec- 
tion with  other  manifestations  of  this  condition  of  system, 
though  cases  are  sometimes  met  with  in  individuals  with  no 
other  evidence  of  scrofula. 

As  a  usual  thing,  there  is  a  history  of  successive  attacks  of 
sore  throat  during  which  the  tonsils  have  been  swollen,  each 
attack  leaving  them  lai-ger  than  before ;  but  sometimes  there 
is  no  historv  of  this  kind,  and  we  are  led  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  affection  has  been  chronic  from  the  start.  A  mod- 
erate degree  of  hypertrophy  produces  no  unpleasant  symp 
toms,  except  while  the  patient  is  suffering  from  sore  thnmt, 
when  the  swollen  glands  interfere  with  deglutition,  and  some- 
times with  respiration.  ^ 

Great  hyperti-ophy  will  interfere  with  free  nasal  respiration, 
and  necessitate  more  or  less  coarse  breathing  thmugh  the 
mouth,  and  thus  induce  dryness  of  the  thi\)at.  It  also  pnxluces 
a  j>eculiar  clang  in  the  voice,  and  gives  rise  to  snoring  during 
sleep. 

The  affection  is  recognized  at  a  glance  by  inspecting  the 
throat.  The  enlargement  nuiy  vary  from  a  mere  projection  of 
the  glands  beyond  the  arches  of  the  palate,  to  an  hyj>ei-trophy 
BO  great  as  to  hide  most  of  the  pharynx,  the  tonsils  being  of  the 
size  of  large  walnuts,  and  touching  each  other.  In  some  in- 
stances they  have  been  known  to  become  adherent.  Mere  inspec- 
tion does  not  always  reveal  the  whole  of  the  enlargement,  and 
when  the  entire  circumference  cannot  be  seen,  the  linger  should 
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be  employed  in  examination,  when  the  gland  will  often  be  found 
enlarged  above  and  l)elow,  in  the  fonner  instance  sometimes 
pressing  the  palate  against  the  pharyngeal  orifice  of  the  Eus- 
tachian tube,  and  thus,  perhaps,  adding  impairment  of  hearing 
to  the  usual  symptoms  of  difficulty  in  deglutition,  respiration, 
and  articulation.  The  enlarged  tonsil  is  often  adherent  to  the 
arches  of  the  palate  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

The  enlargement  of  the  tonsil  is  not  due  to  a  growth  of  its 
glandular  structure,  but  rather  t<»  the  deposit  of  fibrinous  ma- 
terial within  its  structure,  which  material  undergoes  organiza- 
tion and  adds  to  the  size  of  the  organ. 

Both  glands  are  usually  hj-jiertrophied,  but  not  always  to 
the  same  degree.  Sometimes  but  one  organ  is  affected,  and 
cases  of  this  kind  are  not  infrequently  connected  with  incipient 
pulmonary  consumption,  as  jK>inted  out  by  Dr.  Green  and 
others,  the  affection  in  the  lung  showing  itself  on  the  same 
side  as  that  on  which  the  enlarged  tonsil  exists.  I  have  fre- 
quently observed  an  enlarged  and  ulcerated  tonsil  in  cases  of 
tubercuh^is,  and  almost  invariably  on  the  same  side  as  that  in 
which  disorganization  was  progressing  in  the  lung. 

The  treatment  of  hypertrophied  tonsils  is  both  constitutional 
and  local.  The  constitutional  treatment  consists  in  the  use  of 
nutritious  diet,  careful  attention  to  the  skin,  bowels,  and  kid- 
nevs,  and  the  use  of  cod-liver  oil  and  the  vejcetable  tonics.  Iron 
also  is  often  indicated.  If  the  general  health  is  g(XKl,  remedies 
may  be  employed  with  a  view  to  promote  absoq)tion,  such  being 
muriate  of  annnonia,  sulphate  of  ]X)tassa,  iodide  of  |)otassium, 
and  the  like.  Where  the  condition  is  of  comparatively  recent 
standing,  the  enlargement  moderate,  and  of  soft  or  elastic  con- 
sistence, constitutional  treatment  will  often  be  adequate  to  their 
reduction,  es|>ecially  in  cases  of  young  children.  In  addition  to 
constitutional  measures,  local  treatment  can  be  employed,  such 
HA  the  use  tw<^  or  three  times  a  week  of  sf)lutions  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  tincture  of  iodine,  iodide  of  zinc;,  glvcerole  of  tannin, 
recent  ox-gall,  and  so  on ;  the  milder  remedies  being  ai)plied 
night  and  morning  by  the  parent  or  nurse. 

At  the  same  time  frequent  c^nnpression  of  the  gland  be- 
tween  the   fingers  of  each   hand — one   \i\Hm   the  tonsil,  and 
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the  other  outside  of  the  throat — assists  the  process  of  absorp- 
tion. 

Where  the  tonsils  are  very  much  enlarged  and  very  hard, 
local  treatment  will  not  often  be  of  avail,  and  excision  must  be 
practised.  Tliis  consists  in  the  removal  of  as  much  of  the 
tumor  as  pi^ojects  beyond  the  arch  of  the  palate.  When  the 
organ  is  not  very  large,  it  may  be  excised  by  the  tonsillotome  of 
Physick,  Falmestock,  or  othei"s,  which  is  the  method  in  general 
use.  It  possesses  the  disadvantage  of  inability  to  practise  the 
excision  exactly  as  may  be  desired,  leaving  very  often  a  mis- 
shapen stump  behind. 

A  much  more  satisfactory  plan  consists  in  drawing  the 
eidarged  gland  out  from  its  bed  by  means  of  a  double  vulsel- 
lum,  and  cutting  it  with  a  large  probe-pointed  bistoury  from 
above  downwards  and  from  behind  forwards,  as  it  is  drawn 
obliquely  into  the  cavity  of  the  mouth.  The  danger  of  wound- 
ing the  carotid  artery,  which  is  often  i-eferred  to  in  this 
connection,  does  not  exist,  inasmuch  as  the  organ  is  pulled  away 
from  the  side  of  the  throat,  and  other  structures  intervene 
between  this  vessel  and  the  tonsil.  It  can  only  occur  when  an 
awkward  attempt  is  made  to  excise  the  entire  gland,  a  sacri- 
fice which  is  hardly  ever  necessary.  It  is  sometimes  requisite 
to  remove  the  entire  gland,  in  cases  where  it  hangs  loosely  in 
tlie  throat  by  elongated  attachments,  and  danger  is  then  avoided 
by  keeping  the  knife  as  close  as  may  be  to  the  diseased  gland. 

^Vlien  the  patient  co-opemtes  with  the  surgeon  the  opei^atiou 
is  very  readily  accomplished,  but  when  stniggling  occure  it  is 
often  exceedingly  embarmssing,  from  the  difficulty  of  following 
the  course  of  the  knife  by  the  eye. 

On  account  of  the  difficulty  encountered  in  excising  an 
hypertrophied  tonsil,  especially  in  cases  of  refractory  children, 
a  special  instrument  for  this  puri)ose  was  invented  by  Dr.  Phy- 
sick and  Dr.  Falmestock.  Fahnestock's  tonsillotome.  Fig.  29, 
has  had  a  more  extended  use,  perhaps,  than  any  other  sj)eciul 
instrument  in  surgery.  It  consists  of  a  circular  knife  concealed 
within  a  ring  which  is  placed  over  the  enlarged  tonsil,  which  is 
then  transfixed  by  being  pierced  with  a  shaq>  iK)inted  pnmg 
which   slides  on  the  shank  of  the  instrument.     The  liandle 
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■attached  to  tlie  knife  is  then  drawn  home,  slicing  off  a  ixrt-tion 
rof  the  ijlaiid,  which  ib  removed  with  the  itiBtrument. 


I 


In  tlie  toneillotome  of  Dr.  Phyfiick.  Fig.  30,  a  broad- lie  veiled 
luiife  JB  pushed  forward  into  the  ring,  a  method  which 
prevents  dragging  the  tonsi!  forward  by  its  aCtacImtents,  aa 
fiometimes  occurs  in  the  nse  of  other  instruments.  It  can 
he  need  with  one  )mnd. 


rphr 
An  instrument,  Fig.  31,  duvieed  in  France,  and  much  used  in 
wis  country,  is  provided  with  a  mechanisni  by  which  the  tonail 
is  lifted  from  its  bed  to  tlie  desired  extent  before  the  knife  ia 
drawn  home ;  the  entire  operation  being  performed  with  one 
■  Juuid,   and   in   one   movement,  the   fork  having   been  set  to 
B:tlie  desired  height  beforehand. 

P  Although  the  tousil  is  richly  supplied  with  blood,  and  from 
several  veseelB  of  tolerable  size,  the  hemorrhage  following  ex- 
uision  is  usually  inconsiderable,  and  boou  ceases  spontaneously,  or 
upon  the  application  of  ice,  or  of  a  saline  or  acid  solution.  There 
Are  several  records  of  more  than  a  thousand  operations  at  tlie 
p-faftnds  of  a  single  surgeon,  without  the  occurrence  of  any  Berious 
wriiage,  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  douht  that  hemor- 
B  sotnetimes  takes  place  to  an  alarming  extent,  and  cases 
It  record  where  it  has  proved  fatal.     Ilemorrh^e  in  the 
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case  of  yontig  children  ie  a  very  serious  matter,  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  controlling  tlie  child  60  as  to  facilitate  efforts 
for  its  arrest  I  liave  seen  a  great  deal  of  hemorrhage  in  eev- 
erftl  easee,  and  in  one  in  jmrtieular,  a  yonng  married  lady  of 
jj  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  it 

I  was  alarming.  The  larger  tonsil 
had  been  excised  with  the  bistoury 
with  comparatively  little  bleeding, 
,  so  little  that  tlie  excision  of  tlie  other 
one  was  pnxieeded  with  immediate- 
ly. As  I  cut  into  this,  the  hemor- 
rhage was  at  once  so  profuse  as  to 
conceal  the  field  of  ojwration  from 
view ;  but  the  excision  was  com- 
pleted as  rapidly  as  jKtssible,  and  by 
tlic  time  the  divided  portion  of  the 
gland  was  withdrawn — less  time 
tlian  it  has  taken  to  narrate  the 
circumstance — several  ounces  of 
blood  had  been  lost.  I  immedi- 
ately applied  the  dry  persulphate 
of  iron,  8iapi)ing  it  upon  the 
bleeding  surface  with  my  fingers, 
which  held  it  there  with  stime  diffi- 
culty on  account  of  tlic  struggles 
of  the  patient  tti  eject  the  blood 
streaming  into  herinouth.  Shortly 
after  the  hemorrhage  was  con- 
trolled, the  patient  fainted.  She 
was  placed  prone  on  the  floor  and 
B<K>n  recovered.  Upon  examina- 
tion, a  few  minutes  after  tlie  ad- 
ministration of  some  alcoholic 
stimulant,  I  foiiud  tliat  I  had  not 
removed  the  lower  portion  of  the 
tumor,  having  cut  the  knife  out 
just  above  it.  With  some  persua- 
sion the  patient  permitted  me  to  remove  tliis  portion,  but  no 
bleeding  followed   it.      I  was  subsequently   informed   by   the 
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physician  who  had  brought  the  patient  to  iiie,  that  secoiidar}'^ 
hemorrhage  took  place  a  few  days  after,  wliich  necessitated  a 
renewal  of  the  apjJication  of  the  persulphate  of  iron.  A  few 
weeks  afterwards  the  patient  called  upon  me  perfectly  well>. 
but  she  had  not  yet  recovered  the  rosy  complexion  she  had  be- 
fore she  made  my  acquaintance. 

In  other  cases  I  have  found  the  operation  almost  a  bloodless 
one. 

On  account  of  the  danger  of  hemorrhage,  wliich  is  not 
at  all  avoided  hi  the  use  of  the  tonsillotome,  it  has  been  pn)- 
posed  by  Chaissagnac  to  i*emove  the  gland  by  means  of  the 
ecraseur.  Some  surgeons  who  have  attempted  this  have  found 
it  diflicult  to  fix  the  gland  so  as  to  insure  the  division  of  suflir 
cient  of  its  substance,  and  the  drawing  of  nothing  else  within 
the  grasp  of  the  instrument. 

Prof.  Gross  has  recently  devised  an  instrument  for  this  pur- 
pose on  the  principle  of  the  tonsillotome,  substituting  a  chain 
for  the  knife ;  but  it  seem's  suited  chiefly  for  cases  in  whicli  the 
hypertrophy  is  very  great. 

Maisonneuve  devised  an  instrument  for  removal  of  the  ton- 
sils, consisting  of  an  ecraseur  of  twisted  wire. 

Attempts  have  been  made,  and  with  success,  to  destroy  the 
exuberant  portion  of  the  tonsil  by  means  of  caustics.  Nitrate  of 
silver  is  inadecpiate  and  too  slow  in  its  action.  The  Vienna  paste 
has  been  used,  but  it  is  very  painful,  and  cannot  be  kept  from 
otlier  tissues  except  ])y  means  of  a  special  contrivance  which  is 
not  always  at  hand.  Dr.  Morell  Mackenzie,  of  London,  has 
had  a  great  deal  of  success  with  the  use  of  the  London  paste, 
which  is  composed  of  equal  parts  of  caustic  soda  and  hydrated 
lime,  a  portion  of  which  is  moistened  with  water  at  the  time  of 
its  employment.  Dr.  Mackenzie  makes  the  application  with  a 
TiA  of  aluminium  wire,  but  Dr.  Euppaner,'  of  Xcw  York,  haa 
made  the  valuable  suggestion  of  using  a  glass  rod  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  have  employed  this  method,  and  sometimes  found 
it   available,  but  find  that  the  operation  needs  to  be  repeated 


'  On  the  Remoyal  of  Enlarged  Tonsils  without  Catting.     With  123  cases. 
Med.  A  Surg,  Bep.,  Phila.,  1869,  Nov.  20,  27. 
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many  times,  only  a  small  slough  being  removed  after  each 
application.  It  has  the  merit  of  being  much  less  painful  than 
the  application  of  the  caustic  potash  or  the  Vienna  paste,  and 
of  being  followed  by  less  inflammation. 

Prof.  Donaldson,  of  Baltimore,  infonned  me  quite  recently 
that  he  has  Iiad  a  go  jd  deal  of  success  in  the  treatment  of  enlarged 
tonsils  by  making  small  incision^}  into  them,  and  then  holding 
a  crystal  of  chromic  acid  in  the  cut  for  some  m:)ment^.  This 
method  lie  prefers  to  that  recommended  by  Dr.- Mackenzie. 

The  galvano-cautery  may  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
removal  by  a  single  operation,  the  tumor  l>eing  first  encircled 
by  a  snare  of  platinum  wire,  which  is  drawn  as  tightly  as 
possible,  as  soon  as  the  electric  current  is  allowed  to  traverse  it. 

In  a  few  instances  of  soft  enlargements  of  moderate  dimen- 
sions, where  the  patients  refused  to  submit  to  operative  proce- 
dure, I  have  succeeded  in  reducing  the  glands  by  electrolysis, 
employing  a  long  platinum  or  gold  needle,  with  an  isolated 
handle,  in  coimection  with  the  negative  pole  of  a  battery  of 
from  ten  to  forty  small  cells,  the  positive  pole  being  in  con- 
nection with  a  sponge-electrode  held  outside  over  the  tonsil, 
or  in  some  instances  upon  the  surface  of  the  gland  in  the 
mouth.  A  number  of  operations — ten  to  twenty — are  neces- 
sary for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose ;  and  in  some  of 
the  cases,  the  results  were  not  worth  the  trouble  of  the  perform- 
ance. 

I  must  say  that  I  prefer  excision  by  the  knife,  and  usually 
resort  to  it.  The  o})eration  is  facilitated,  in  certain  cases,  by 
first  detaching  the  gland  from  the  arches  of  the  palate  to  which 
it  has  contracted  adhesions.  These  bands  of  tissue  can  sometimes 
be  ruptured  witli  the  probe,  or  some  similar  blunt  instrument 
This  enables  the  gland  to  be  drawn  out  from  between  the  arch- 
es before  the  excision.  In  cases  of  moderate  enlargement  with 
adhesions,  the  simple  release  of  the  gland,  if  properly  maintain- 
ed, will  occasionally  assist  its  reduction  by  other  measures  with- 
out resort  to  the  knife. 
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CHAPTER    IX. 

SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS   OF   TIIE   PALATE   AND    UVULA. 

The  palate  participates  very  frequently  in  various  affections 
of  the  throat,  in  consequence  of  the  intimacy  of  its  connections 
with  pharynx,  tonsils,  nares,  larynx,  and  cesophagus.  Kecent 
researches  have  developed  some  new  points  in  coimection  with 
the  musculature  of  the  soft  palate,  which  have  a  great  interest 
in  reference  to  the  physiology  of  deglutition,  and  occlusion  of 
the  upper  or  pharyngo-nasal  portion  of  the  phai*ynx,  and  con- 
sequently on  the  pathology  of  dysphagia. 

Inasmuch  as  these  observations  have  not  yet  been  <renei*allv 
introduced  into  our  works  on  anatomy,  a  brief  description  of 
their  special  pointi>  will  liardly  be  out  of  place. 

THE   PHARYNGO-rALATlNK   MUSCLES. 

Merkel*  describes  both  of  the  pharyngo-palatine  muscles  as 
crossing  in  the  middle  line  of  tlie  posterior  wall  of  the  i>har)nx, 
and  tlien  each  of  them  coursing  further  on  tlie  opposite  side, 
to  unite  >vith  the  upper  fibres  of  the  inferior  constrictor  muscle 
of  the  pharynx ;  and  further  describes  them  as  taking  part  in 
the  function  of  the  constrictor  muscle.  A  sort  of  sphincter  is 
thus  formed,  which  can  shut  oflF  the  nasal  portion  of  the  pha- 
rynx ;  and  Merkel  considers  tliese  two  pharyngo-palatine 
muscles  as  fonning  a  circular  muscle,  similar  to  that  of  the 
orbicularis  oris,  and  other  circular  nniscles  of  the  body  which 
have  no  finn  i)ointti  of  insertion. 

Luschka'  has  recently  studied  the  whole  subject  anew,  and, 
while  referring  to  the  author  just  named,  and  to  several  other 
authorities,  considers  the   pharj^ngo-palatine   muscles  of  each 

'  Anatomie  und  Physidlogie  de9  menschlichen  Stimm-  und  8prachorgane», 
Leipzig,  1863,  pp.  2\1-^S^ 
*  Viichow's  Arehiv,  March  18,  1808,  p.  480-489.  with  iUostrationB. 
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side  to  form  a  whole,  which,  in  addition  to  the  function  of 
assisting  in  sliutting  off  the  naso-pharyng(»al  portion  from  tlie 
lower  portion  of  the  pharynx,  also  possesses  the  function  of 
shortening  the  pharynx,  and  mising  the  larynx  in  a  considerable 
degree.  Luschka  recognizes  a  thyroidal  portion  and  a  pharynffo- 
palatinal  jx)rtion  of  the  nuiscle  under  consideration,  and  desio*- 
nates  it  as  the  musculus  thyreo-pharyngo-palatinus. 

The   main   points   of    Luschka's   description   may  be    thus 
summed  up : 

The  Thyreo-palatlne  portion  of  the  Thjrreo-pharyE go- 
palatine  Muscle. — The  upper  end  of  the  thyixK)-palatine  por- 
tion of  the  nmscle,  contained  in  the  soft  palate,  lies  parth^  in 
front  of  the  levator  palati  and  partly  l)ehind  it ;  its  fibres  in 
part  also  intertwining  with  the  substance  of  the  levator  itself 
by  which  each  end  is  in  a  measure  separated  into  several 
strata.  Most  of  the  fibres  are  in  front  of  the  levator 
forming  a  compact  arched  flattened  bundle,  whose  convex 
lx)rder  is  connected  firmly  with  the  aponeurosis  of  the  hard 
palate,  a  continuation,  as  it  were,  with  that  of  both  of 
the  tensores  veli,  while  its  concave  border  is  attached  to  the 
arch  of  the  levator  palati.  The  fibres  lying  behind  the 
levator  i)alati  nmscle  form  several  bundles  of  diflFerent 
thickness,  loosely  connected,  which  become  more  and  more 
delicate  as  they  approach  the  free  border  of  the  velum,  and, 
without  forming  an  arch,  are  in  part  connected  with  the  apo- 
neuroses of  the  palate,  in  part  to  a  sort  of  median  raphe-like 
thin  pi-olongation  of  the  aponeurosis,  reaching  its  tendinous 
tennination  behind  the  azygos  u\'ula3.  The  combination  of 
fibres  enclosed  in  the  soft  palate  draw  themselves  together, 
downwards  and  outwards,  and  at  the  same  time  in  a  direction 
backwards,  more  and  more  into  a  roundish  flat  cord,  becomino- 
gradually  thinner  towards  its  borders,  which  courses  do\m  in 
the  pharyngo-palatine  arch  behind  the  tonsil,  along  the  bend 
formed  by  the  i)08terior  and  lateral  walls  of  the  phar^^nx.  The 
bundle  which  takes  a  more  forward  position  at  the  base  of  the 
soft  palate,  courses  in  a  direction  more  and  more  horizontal  as  it 
descends,  and  finally  comes  again  to  the  front.     These  muscular 
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bundles  take  a  sliort  partial  attaebment  on  the  posterior  border 
of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  below  its  upper  horn.  The  outer 
bundle  here  associates  itself  with  the  outer  portion  of  the  stylo- 
pharyngeus  muscle,  which  is  inserted  principally  in  the  upper 
corner  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  a  few  delicate  fibres  stretching 
out  beneath  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  recessus  pharyngo- 
lar}ngeus.  Not  a  few  bundles  of  the  pars  thyreo-palatina 
neither  remain  true  to  the  original  direction,  nor  attach  them- 
selves to  the  tliyroid  cartilage,  but  course  medianwards  to 
the  posterior  wall  of  the  pharynx,  where  they  form  a  long 
layer  of  fibres,  directly  under  the  mucous  membrane,  in  con- 
nection with  the  bundles  of  the  pharyngo-palatine  portion  of  the 
musculature,  which  layers  become  thinner  and  thiimer  as  they 
reach  the  middle  line,  and  end  in  a  sort  of  aponeurosis  which 
loses  itself  in  the  oesophagus  as  a  lax  layer  of  connective  tissue. 

The  Pharyngo-palatine  portion  of  the  Thyreo-Palatine 
Muscle.—  Close  by  the  arched  portion  of  the  pars  thyreo-palatina, 
this  portion  of  the  muscular  apparatus  commences  in  a  flat  bundle, 
at  first  diagonally  placed  and  gradually  taking  a  direction  for- 
wards ;  arising  partly  from  the  aponeurosis  of  the  circumflex 
palati  mollis,  and  partly  from  fibrous  tissue  which  encloses  the 
convex  circumference  of  the  hamular  process  of  tlie  pterygoid 
plate,  so  that  it  is  connected  with  adjacent  immovable  points 
of  origin.  It  is  strengthened  by  the  salpingo-pharyngeus  nmscle 
arising  from  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the  Eustachian  tube. 

During  its  course  downwards  and  inwards  it  shows  itself  so 
behind  the  thyreo-palatine  portion,  coursing  outwards,  that  both 
portions  cross  each  other  at  a  very  sharp  angle  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  lower  portion  of  the  tonsil.  The  fibres  then  course 
more  and  more  towards  the  middle  line  of  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  pharynx,  where  its  aponeurotic  expansion  not  only  becomes 
connected  with  the  fibres  from  the  thyreo-palatine  portion  at- 
tached to  the  thyroid  cartilage,  but  is  also  spread  out  between 
the  two  lower  horns  of  this  cartilage.  This  aponeurosis,  which 
can  be  readily  isolated  from  the  lower  constrictor,  is  gradually 
lost  in  a  lax  web  of  connective  tissue  which  passes  over  the 
submucous  tissue  of  the  oesophagus. 
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The  accompanying  cut  (Fig.  32),  copied  from  Lnschka,  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  conrse  of  tho  fibres  of  this  complex  muscle. 

Pig.  a 
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TUMORS   OF   TIIE   PALATE. 

Tumors  are  sometimes  formed  in  the  soft  palate.  Tliey  may 
be  glandular,  cystic,  fibroid,  or  cancerous,  or  syphilitic.  In- 
spection and  palpation  determine  their  diagnosis.  They  are 
usually  removed  by  making  an  incision  into  the  mucous  mem- 
brane over  the  tumor,  and  then  peeling  the  growth  out  with 
the  fingere  without  the  use  of  the  knife.  An  operation  of  this 
kind  is  required,  as  the  tumors  may  enlarge  more  or  less 
rapidly,  and  give  rise  to  very  serious  symptoms,  necessitating 
a  very  severe  operation  on  ac;count  of  the  extent  of  tissue  in- 
volved. Cystic  tumors,  with  fluid  contents,  are  emptied  by 
puncture  or  incision,  and  then  injected. 

The  following  translation,  from  an  article  recently  published* 
on  adenomas  of  palate,  is  presented  on  account  of  its  interest, 
and  the  want  of  other  material  to  illustrate  this  subject: — 

"  In  1847,  Nelaton,  operating  upon  a  patient  for  R^ctamier, 
discovered  the  glandular  nature  of  a  tumor  of  the  soft  palate. 

"  In  1857,  M.  L.  Rouyer  presented  to  the  Parisian  Society  of 
Surgery  a  resume  of  all  the  facts  then  known  concerning  these 
glandular  tumors  of  the  palate. 

"  Two  recent  obser\ation8  by  Dr.  Letenneur,  of  Nantes, give  a 
complete  picture  of  the  progress  and  s>nnptoms  of  these  tumors, 
and  demonstrate  the  facility  with  which  they  can  be  enucleated. 

"  A  woman  of  robust  constitution  passed  through  an  attack  of 
t\'phoid  fever  in  1855.  During  convalescence  her  voice  was 
noticed  to  acquire  a  nasal  twang,  but  as  there  was  no  pain  or 
suflFering  connected  with  it,  medieval  advice  was  not  called  upon. 
It  was  not  until  Jan.,  1860,  that  the  alteration  in  the  timbre  of 
the  voice  increased  greatly,  when  it  soon  became  veiled  in  a 
very  remarkable  manner.  At  this  j>eriod  a  physician,  in  con- 
versing with  the  woman,  was  struck  with  this  phenomenon, 
examined  her  mouth,  and  "recognized  the  existence  of  a  large 
tumor.  The  voice  gradually  became  more  and  more  veiled  and 
nasal,  deglutition  began  to  become  difficult,  especially  for  liquids, 

*  Arch,  Oin.  de  Med,  April,  May,  June,  1871, p.  529.    From  Joum.  de  Mid, 
d^rOtMse,  dOAvril,  1870. 
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and  soon  even  solids  could  not  be  swallowed  without  a  certain 
amount  of  annoyance.  On  May  2  the  patient  consulted  Dr. 
Letenneur,  and  he,  having  recognized  the  nature  of  her  affection, 
placed  lier  in  the  hospital.  The  character  of  voice  resembled 
tliat  met  with  in  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils.  There  was  no  pain 
attending  the  difficulty  of  deglutition,  however.  On  looking 
into  the  mouth,  a  voluminous  tumor  was  found  upon  the  left 
side,  developed  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  anterior  pillar 
of  the  palate,  the  mucous  membrane  of  which  enveloped  the 
growth  in  all  parts  accessible  to  the  view.  The  tumor  projected 
in  front  as  far  as  the  last  molar  tooth  but  one ;  it  pressed  the 
base  of  the  tongue  downwards  to  a  marked  degi'ee,  and  pressed 
the  uvula  strongly  inwards  towards  the  right  side,  constricting 
the  isthmus  of  the  fauces  in  a  remarkable  manner,  so  that  the 
finger  could  not  be  insinuated  into  the  pharynx  without  some 
effort.  The  tumor  measured  six  centimetres  from  above  down- 
wards, and  about  four  and  a  half  centimetres  from  side  to  side. 

^'Although  it  pressed  the  wall  of  tlie  mouth  strongly  outwards, 
it  was  not  adherent  to  it,  but  could  be  circumscribed  on  all  sides 
except  below,  where  it  was  prolonged  towards  the  glosso-staphy- 
line  fold.  Above,  it  was  bounded  by  the  palate  bone,  and  was 
prominent  in  front  of  it.  Below,  it  did  not  project  in  an  ap- 
preciable manner  towards  tlie  pharynx,  and  was  not  confounded 
with  the  tonsil,  which  could  be  distinguished  by  the  finger.  Its 
exterior  aspect  did  not  differ  sensibly  from  that  presented  by 
the  rest  of  the  buccal  mucous  membrane,  except  that  some 
small  blue  veins,  moderately  developed,  coui'sed  on  its  surface. 
The  mucous  membrane  was  not  adherent  to  the  tumor.  To  the 
touch  it  appeared  but  little  hard,  without  nodulations,  offering 
to  pressure  a  doubtful  elasticity.  Carrying. the  finger  along  its 
surface,  some  fine  granulations  were  distinguished,  which  may 
be  compared  to  the  sensation  given  by  a  sac  of  thin  skin  filled 
with  millet-seed  softened  by  boiling. 

"An  operation  was  performed  May  10.  Assistants  depressed 
the  tongue,  and  kept  the  mouth  widely  open  by  means  of 
blunt  hooks.  An  incision  of  four  centimetres  was  made 
along  the  great  axis  of  the  tumor,  the  lips  of  the  wound  sepa- 
rated  of   themselves,    and    disclosed   a   whitish   woof,   which 
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foniied  the  envelope  of  tlie  morbid  tissue.  After  having  cut 
away  some  sliglitly  resisting  adhesions,  the  two  index  fingers 
were  inti-oduced  between  tlie  mucous  membrane  and  the  tumor, 
whicli  was  enucleated  without  any  difficulty.  The  tumor  broke 
into  fragments  under  the  digital  i>ressure,  but  was  completely 
removed.  The  debris  of  condensed  connective  tissue,  forming 
j>ortion  of  the  envelope  or  (jyst  in  which  the  tumor  was  con- 
tained, were  torn  away  with  the  fingei"8,  witli  the  exception  of 
a  very  small  portion  which  descended  towards  the  base  of  the 
tongue,  and  which  would  liave  required  txx)  powerful  an  effort. 

'*  The  li^ss  of  blood  was  insignificant,  and  the  walls  of  the  ex- 
tensive pnich  came  together  naturally.  The  tumi^r  weighed 
seventy-five  grammes. 

"  The  evening  of  the  operaticm  there  was  a  little  cephalalgia, 
and  some  pain  in  deglutition ;  but  on  the  following  day  every- 
thing was  in  good  order.  Cicatrization  took  place  rapidly,  and 
twelve  days  after  the  operation  the  patient  left  the  hospital 
completely  cured. 

^*' Kx.a}ni  nation  of  the  Tumor, — Tlie  fragments  were  of  the 
color  of  pale  rose  mingled  with  a  yellow  tinge.  On  crushing 
or  tearing  them,  fine  granulations  were  felt,  and  numen)us 
tracts  were  seen  fonned  bv  the  vessels  and  bv  a  woof  of  con- 
nective  tissue.  Scraping  produced  no  juice.  A  microscopic 
examhiation  exhibited  the  glandular  nature  of  the  tumor.  The 
acini  were  concealed  by  a  very  al)undant  embryonic  conjunc- 
tive tissue  fonning  the  stmma.  Some  of  the  acini  were  filled 
with  their  nuclear  epithelium,  and  in  each  preparation  it  was 
easy  to  find  free  epithelial  cellules.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
crvstals." 

The  second  case  occurred  in  the  person  of  a  widow, 
wt.  38.  ''  The  tumor  began  at  14  years  of  age,  following  the 
8|)ontaneou8  opening  of  a  gingival  abscess  which  ensued 
ui)on  extraction  of  a  sound  txx)th  instead  of  the  diseased  one 
next  to  it.  Some  time  after,  she  discovered  near  the  region  oc- 
cupied by  the  abscess,  at  the  right  side  of  the  i)alate,  a  tumor 
the  size  of  the  end  of  the  finger,  which  gave  her  no  pain  on 
pressure.  In  Feb.,  1870,  a  physician  in  attendance  for  a  slight 
iudispositiou   remarked   the   palatine  tumor  while  examining 
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the  tongue The   whole  right  side  of  the 

palatine  vault  was  covered  by  a  rounded  tumor,  which  seemed 
in  front  to  be  confounded  with  the  giuns,  and  which  behind 
passed  the  limit  of  the  osseous  vault  The  median  raphe  was 
not  displaced,  and  die  veil  of  the  palate  was  perfectly  free.  The 
tumor  was  uniform,  and  some  dilated  veins  coursed  on  the  sur- 
face of  its  mucous  membrane,  which  was  somewhat  tense. 
With  the  finger  a  granular  mass  was  felt^  non-fluctuating,  non- 
elastic,  though  very  firm. 

"  The  operation  consisted  in  a  double  incision,  comprising  an 
elliptical  flap,  and  after  tlie  mucous  membrane  had  been 
dissected  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  the  entire  morbid  mass 
was  extracted  by  tlie  finger,  the  enucleation  being  complete ;  but 
the  tumor  broke  into  several  ix)rtions.  There  was  considerable 
hemorrhage,  which  was  arrested  by  tamponing  with  dry  charpie, 
and  by  the  use  of  lotions  of  cold  water.  When  the  hemorrhage 
was  arrested  the  finger  was  placed  in  the  cavity,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  surrounding  paints  had  been  completely  isolated  fnmi 
the  growth  by  the  condensed  connective  tissue  forming  the  walls 
of  the  cavity.  A  slight  hemon'hage  occurred  some  hours  after- 
wards, but  was  readily  arrested  without  recourse  to  the  tampon. 
There  was  fever  for  ten  days  following.  There  was  a  little 
swelling  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  for  about  a  week,  but  cica- 
trization took  place  satisfactorily  without  any  untoward  inci- 
dent. 

"  The  tumor  exhibited  the  same  characteristics  as  the  other 
one." 

Prof.  B.  Langenbeck  *  has  reported  a  case  of  large  enchon- 
dromatous  tumor  on  the  under  surface  of  the  hard  palate,  which 
was  detached  from  the  mucous  membrane  and  bone  of  that 
structure.     Union  ensued  by  first  intention. 

Adhesions  of  the  palate  to  the  pharynx,  or  to  the  tongue, 
sometimes  occur  as  the  result  of  inflammation,  most  frequently 
in  connection  with  syphilis.     To  remedy  this  condition,  the 

>  {Deutaehe  Kfinik)  Camt,  Jahrb,,  Vol  IV.,  1860,  p.  823. 
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parts  must  bo  separated  with  the  knife,  and  the  edges  cauteriz- 
ed t(>  prevent  readhesion.  Bits  of  lint  may  be  interposed  to 
asfiist  this  purpose,  the  tents  being  attached  to  a  string  confined 
by  adhesive  strips  outside  of  the  mouth,  or  tied  around  the  ear ; 
without  whicli  precaution  they  might,  when  detached,  fall 
into  the  larynx  or  upon  it,  and  produce  serious  consequences. 

An  instnictive  case  of  extensive  adhesion  of  the  inferior  mar- 
gin of  the  soft  palate  to  the  posterior  wall  of  the  fauces,  with  a> 
description  of  the  parts  seen  on  dissection,*  has  been  narrated 
by  Dr.  Win.  Turner,  who  refers  to  two  similar  cases,  one  relat- 
ed by  RudtorfiFer,*  and  the  other  by  Otto*. 

CLEFT   PALATE. 

This  aflFection  is  usually  congenital,  but  may  be  acquired  as 
the  result  of  disease  or  accident.  It  is  remedied  by  means  of  a 
Bui^ical  operation,  or  by  the  employment  of  an  obturator  sup-' 
plied  by  a  skilful  dentist. 

In  operating  upon  a  case  where  the  cleft  concerns  the  soft 
palate  alone,  the  edges  are  pared,  silk  or  wire  sutures  are  insert- 
ed into  the  flaps,  and  the  parts  brought  together.  Undue  ten- 
sion is  relieved  by  division  of  the  levator  palati  muscles  on 
either  side,  and,  if  need  be,  by  division  of  the  posterior  palatine 
arch.  Tlie  latter  oi)eration  is  best  perfonned  below  the  tonsil ; 
and  the  former  by  the  method  of  Pollock,  which  is  to  insert  a 
double-edged  knife  through  the  anterior  mucous  membrane 
just  within  the  hamular  process,  and  then  to  divide  the  muscle, 
or  ratlier  saw  it  through,  by  raising  and  lowering  the  handle, 
producing  in  this  way  an  entire  division  of  the  muscle  without 
a  large  wound  anteriorly. 

Cleft  of  the  hard  and  soft  palate  may  often  be  pennanently 
closed  at  one  operation.  Sometimes  the  parts  give  way  in  more 
or  less  of  their  extent,  necessitating  a  second  operation  for  the 
closure  of  the  gap. 


1  JEdinb,  Med.  Jour.,  Jany.,  I860,  p.  612,  iUustrated. 
*  Aihandlung  uber  die  einfath»U  mid  siehersts  OperatwnmMthode  eingetperr- 
ten  Leiitem,  und  Schenkdbruehe,  yoL  i.  p.  192.     Wien,  1806. 
^Eandbuch  dor  Pathol.  Anat,  p.  210,  note.     Biealfta,  1818. 
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Tlie  best  operation  Ib  tliat  of  LangeDl>eck,  which,  with  a  slight 
modilicatiot),  the  author  has  completed  expeditiously  in  a  single 
operation  as  follows : — 

The  mouth  being  distended  by  Elsberg's  modification  of  the 
gag  devised  bj  Smith  (figs.  33  and  34),  the  edges  of  the  entire  cleft 


V. ,J^ 


were  eplit  instead  of  being  pared.  Tliis  was  done  in  a  case  of 
enonnoue  cleft,  to  avoid  any  k«8  of  tissue.  An  iiicieion  was  then 
made,  according  to  the  indications  laid  down  by  Laiigenbeck,  on 
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each  side  of  the  alveolar  ridge  extending  from  a  line  on  a  level 
with  tlie  second  incisor  tooth,  as  far  back  as  the  last  molar,  the 
incision  penetrating  into  the  hone.  A  blunt,  flat  blade  of  steel, 
bent  at  its  extremity  to  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees,  was 
insinuated  beneath  the  periosteum,  and  gently  urged  forward 
with  a  sawing  motion  until  it  appeared  in  the  slit  at  the  cleft, 
the  instrument  being  kept  all  the  time  in  close  contact  with 
bone,  so  as  to  raise  periosteum  and  mucous  membrane  together. 
This  motion  was  then  continued  upwards  and  downwards  until 
the  entire  flap  was  raised  free  from  the  bone.  The  elevator 
muscles  of  the  palate  were  then  divided  by  the  method  of  Pol- 
lock, the  incision  for  this  pur}x>se  being  on  a  line  with,  and  close 
to,  the  posterior  i)ortion  of  the  incision  through  tlie  hard  struc- 
tures. The  parts,  in  the  instance  referred  to,  came  together  with- 
out any  necessity  for  section  of  the  posterior  palatine  arch,  which 
was  tlierefore  not  divided.  Wire  sutures  were  passed  through 
the  edges  of  the  flap  by  Langenbeck's  needle,  except  as  the  uvula 
was  approached,  when  a  needle  in  the  form  of  a  semicircle,  and 
held  in  Schwerdt's  forceps,  was  found  to  suit  better  for  these 
very  movable  parts.  Five  or  six  sutures  were  placed  in  the 
hard  and  ^)it  palate,  and  two  in  the  uvula.  The  fonner  were 
secured  by  a  shot  on  each  side  of  the  cleft,  the  latter  by  a  single 
shot.  The  central  suture  cut  its  way  out  in  four  or  five  days; 
the  others  all  held,  and  in  eight  days  the  entire  wound  united, 
except  a  small  oval  opening,  comprising  the  place  wliich  had 
been  secured  by  the  suture  which  cut  out.  This  opening  gradu- 
ally contracted  to  the  size  of  a  small  pin-head. 

The  subject  of  cleft  palate,  though  belonging  to  the  surgerj- 
of  the  mouth  rather  than  that  of  the  throat,  is  n)entioned  here, 
merely  to  draw  attention  to  the  success  attained  in  splitting  the 
edges  of  the  flap  instead  of  paring  them,  the  operation  being 
believed  to  be  unique  in  that  particular.  A  detailed  account 
of  the  operation,  and  the  circumstances  leading  to  it,  will  be 
pul)lished  elsewhere.  The  case  is  depicted  in  connection  with 
the  subject  of  glandular  hypertrophy  of  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx. 

For  the  best  account  of  operations  of  this  kind  that  I  have 
seen  in  English,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  admirable  essay  of 
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Dr.  Wm.  IL  Whitehead,*  of  New  York,  a  gentleman  well  skilled, 
perhaps  no  one  more  so,  in  delicate  manipulations  of  this  kind. 

PARALYSIS   OF   THE   PALATE. 

Paralysis  of  the  palate  occurs  not  infrequently  as  a  sequel  of 
diphtheria,  and  is  alluded  to  in  the  description  of  that  affec- 
tion. 

A  paralysis  of  the  palate,  resembling  the  diphtheritic  paralysis, 
occasionally  occurs  independently  of  any  connection  of  this  kind, 
but  usually  following  some  affection  of  the  throat.  Cases  of 
this  kind,  following  cold,  or  sore  throat,  have  been  recorded' 
by  Drs.  Broadbent,  Weber,  Silver,  Anstie,  and  Gull. 

A  case  of  this  kind  came  under  my  own  care  some  eighteen 
months  ago,  in  which  the  paralysis  appeared  subsequent  to  the 
termination  of  a  successful  treatment  of  a  chronic  nasal  catarrh. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  turbinated  bones  had  been  very 
much  thickened,  and  was  freely  removed  with  forceps;  this, 
and  the  local  use  of  salt  water,  constituting  the  essential  treat- 
ment. Some  months  afterw'ards,  the  patient,  an  intelligent  gen- 
tleman, some  thirty- five  years  of  age,  came  to  me  to  see  what 
could  be  done  to  remedy  a  difficulty  of  swallowing  that  had 
been  gradually  coming  on.  There  was  an  impossibility  to  swal- 
low liquids ;  nearly  every  drop  of  liquid  swallowed  returned  by 
the  nose,  and  none  of  it  passed  into  the  oesophagus.  Tlie  patient 
could  not  swallow  soup ;  could  not  quench  his  thirst.  There  was 
no  trouble  in  swallowing  solids.  Examination  revealed  a  paralysis 
of  the  elevator  muscles  of  the  palate.  Treatment  by  electricity 
was  adopted,  the  negative  electrode  from  an  induction  apparatus 
being  promenaded  over  the  muscular  structure  of  the  palate 
anteriorly  and  posteriorly,  the  positive  electrode  being  placed  at 
some  indifferent  }X)rtion  of  the  body.  A  rather  protracted  treat- 
ment gradually  restored  the  lost  powers  of  deglutition,  but  the 
patient's  public  duties  required  his  presence  at  home  from  time 


*  Aooount  of  a  new  and  very  saooessfol  Operation  for  the  wont  forms  of  Cleft 
of  the  Hard  Palate ;  with  a  brief  analysiB  of  55  cases ;  illustrated.  Ank  Jour, 
Med,  Sd.,  Oct.  1868,  p.  883. 

*  Med,  Timee  and  Oaz.,  March  4,  1871,  p.  26^-3, 
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>  time,  wliifli  rendered  the  treatment  longer  in  diiratiuii  than 
P  it  (xnild  have  beeu  employed  coutmuoiialy, 

SI'ECIAL   AFFEOnONS    OF   TIIK    tTVULA. 

Chronic  dongatioD  of  the  Uvula. — The  iivuk  m  liable  to 
elongation  with  and  without  hviiertrophj.  Sometimes  tlie  mu- 
(xiiis  membrane  alone  is  elongated,  but  occasionally  tlie  muscnlar 
tigane  also.  When  hypertrophicl,  the  excess  cif  size  is  mostly 
dnc  to  interstitial  deposit  beneath  the  mucous  membrane.  When 
liio  niiicons  membrane  alone  is  involved,  the  elongation  has  the 
form  of  a  thin  strip  of  tissue  tapering  to  a  ptjint.  Tiie  contact 
of  the  uvula  with  tlie  tongue  prixluces  a  tickling  sensation,  with 
a  diK|K>sition  to  hem  so  as  to  get  rid  o£  it.  Sometimes  the  uvula 
dips  downi  behind  the  epiglottis,  exciting  frequent  cough,  and 
Il6t  nufrequently  hoarsenees,  from  the  congestion  produced  in 
'lite  larynx.  Soinetimcs  suffocating  pBn:ixysms  are  induced  in 
^fiuB  way.  These  symptoms  are  most  frequent  on  lying  down, 
whifh  favors  the  mechanical  condition  giving  rise  to  them. 
Occasionally  the  elongation  is  so  great  that  half  an  inch  of  the 
oi^aii  rests  upon  the  tongue;  and  one  or  two  cases  have  beeu 
rded  in  which  the  enlai^ed  uvula  could  be  bnmght  between 
incieor  teeth. 

The  indication  for  the  relief  of  tliia  condition  consists  in  the 
ival  of  the  exuberant  portion;  an  ojjeration  readily  per- 
iod by  seizing  trie  tip  of  tlio  organ  with  a  j^wir  of  delicate 
&rcept4,  drawing  it  forwards  into  the  mouth,  and  then  dividing 
it  above  the  forceps  by  the  knife  or  a  pair  of  curved  or  straight 
st;ia6on.  A  pair  of  straigiit  Bciss()r8,  with  a  guard  on  one  of  the 
blades,  to  prevent  the  organ  fi-om  slipping,  insuresa  level  excision. 
If  carelessly  i>erf(irmed,the  stump  will  be  longer  on  one  side  than 
atiothor.  An  uvulatome,  similar  in  construction  to  Physic's  ton- 
aSUatomv,  but  with  scissor-blades,  and  with  a  pair  of  forceps 
t)olow.  to  seize  the  uvula  as  it  is  divided,  renders 
operation  very  easy  of  performance, 
flome  uistancea,  where  the  uvula  is  verj-  broad,  a  piece  is 
>ha])ed  like  an  inverted  V,  and  the  flap  are  brought 
■r  by  f  ilkeu  or  wire  suture. 
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The  bleeding  after  excision  <»f  the  uvula  is  usually  insignifi- 
cant, but  occasionally  it  is  quite  profuse.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  may  be  controlled,  as  in  a  case  recorded  by  Lisfranc, 
by  compressing  the  stump  between  the  blades  of  a  pair  of  for- 
ceps. 

The  parts  heal  readily  in  a  few  days.  Sometimes  a  mem- 
branous exudation  appears  on  the  divided  surface,  but  this  is 
rarely  of  any  moment.  Swallowing  is  sometimes  difficult  for  a 
few  days,  and  may  necessitate  the  employment  of  liquid  or  semi- 
solid food.  No  after-treatment  is  required  as  a  rule,  but  it  is 
as  well  as  not  to  encourage  the  use  of  a  mild  gargle,  such  as  one 
of  borax,  alum,  or  chlorate  of  jx)tassa. 

Where  the  elongation  is  mcxlerate  and  of  recent  date,  retrac- 
tion can  sometimes  be  produced  by  mechanical  irritation,  cau- 
terization with  nitrate  of  silver,  or  the  use  of  an  astringent 
lozenge  or  powder.  A  piece  of  catechu,  frequently  placed  on 
the  base  of  the  tongue  and  allowed  to  dissolve  there,  will  some- 
times accomplish  tlie  purpose.  Capsicum  applied  to  tlie  uvula 
sometimes  answers  extremelv  well. 

CEdema  of  the  Uvula. — (Edema  of  the  uvula  sometimes 
occurs  during  the  progress  of  acute  or  chronic  sore  throat,  and 
the  organ  may  acquire  the  size  of  a  large  bean  or  even  that  of 
a  plum,  and  w-ill  produce  spasms  of  asphyxia.  The  same  con- 
dition mav  occur  from  the  incautious  use  of  caustics.  An  acci- 
dent  of  this  kind  occurred  under  mv  own  hands  some  vears 
ago.  I  had  cauterized  the  soft  palate  of  a  syphilitic  patient,  in 
the  morning,  with  a  moderately  strong  solution  of  the  acid  ni- 
trate of  mercury.  1  was  routed  up  at  night  with  the  informa- 
tion that  my  patient  was  much  woi'se,  and  apparently  choking 
to  death.  On  arriving  at  the  bedside  and  looking  into  the  mouth, 
the  uvula  was  seen  to  be  swollen  bv  cedema  to  the  size  of  the  ter- 

ft- 

minal  phalanx  of  a  man's  thumb.  Passing  the  tongue-depres- 
sor beneath  it,  it  was  raised  uj),  and  all  suffocative  symptoms  van- 
ished. Cutting  off  the  end  with  a  pair  of  ordinary  scissors,  vent 
was  given  to  the  effused  serum,  and  the  unpleasant  complication 
was  overcome. 

The  treatment  of  the  cfidematous  uvula  consists  in  giving  vent 
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to  the  fluid  bv  incision,  or  excision  of  its  end.  Sometimes  the 
oedema  is  attended  by  hemorrhag^e  beneath  the  nuicous  tissue, 
under  which  circumstance  the  color  of  the  swollen  organ  will  be  a 
blackish  blue,  instead  of  the  whitish  pink  of  ordinary  oedema. 
Sometimes  a  constriction  divides  this  portion  fmni  tlie  upper 
part  of  the  uvula.  A  puncture  and  the  use  of  astringent  washes 
will  usually  suffice  for  the  treatment. 

Ehcoresoenoes  on  the  Uvula. — Excrescences  on  the  uvula 
are  occasionally  seen  in  cases  of  syphilis.  I  have  seen  them  also 
in  cases  of  iJithisis.  If  they  are  of  largo  size  they  may  give 
rise  to  the  unpleasant  symptoms  mentioned  under  the  head  of 
elongation  of  the  uvula.  They  are  readily  snipped  off  with  the 
scissors,  after  which  the  cut  surface  may  be  cauterized  by  the 
nitrate  of  silver. 

Bifid  Uvula. — A  bifid  uvula  is  occasionallv  met  with  as  a 
congenital  condition.  Sometimes  inflanunation  affecting  the 
uvula  will  be  confined  to  one-half  of  the  organ,  and  thus  gives 
rise  to  the  aj^pearance  of  bifid  uvula  with  one  Vunh  longer  tlian 
the  other. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS   OF   TIIE   PHARYNX. 

TiiK  subject  of  pharyngitis  has  been  mentioned  in  crmnec- 
tion  with  the  Bubject  of  sore  throat.  It  rarely  exists  as  an 
independent  affection,  except  under  the  conditions  to  be  de- 
scribed in  the  section  following. 

ABSCESS   OF   THK   PHAKYNX. 

Under  certain  circumstances  of  inflammation  of  the  pharynx, 
an  abscess  is  formed  beneath  the  mucous  membrane,  which,  if 
not  recognized  and  properly  treated,  is  almost  certain  to  prove 
fatal  within  a  comparatively  short  period ;  usually  from  prefi- 
sure  ujK^n  the  upper  air-passages,  preventing  respiration,  but 
occasionally  from  starvation  also,  on  account  of  the  inability  to 
swallow.*  These  abscesses  sometimes  open  s|x>ntaneously,  but 
rarely,  inasmuch  as  death  is  likely  to  take  place  fi'om  asphyxia 
before  the  matter  has  had  time  to  make  its  >vav  throuffh  to  the 
surface. 

These  abscesses,  most  generally  known  under  the  name  of 
retro-pharyngeal  abscesses,  occur  at  all  ages,  but  a  large  majority 
of  the  cases  reported  have  been  encountered  in  young  children 
before  the  age  of  puberty,  frequently  during  the  firet  few  months 
or  weeks  of  life  ;  and  thev  have  been  observed  in  the  new-bom 
babe.' 

The  anatomical  arrangement  of  tlie  pai'ts  involved,  5i>ecially 
favors  the  formation  of  abscesses  in  this  region.  The  jx>sterior 
wall  of  the  pharynx  is  attached  to  the  soft  parts  covering  the 
bcxlies  of  the  vertel)ne  bv  verv  lax  and  ductile  connective  tis- 
sue,  which  permits  a  great  deal  of  mobility  to  the  pharynx. 
Ample  room  is  thus  afforded  for  the  accumulation  of  purulent 

*  Carmichael;  Mtdiw-Chirvrgical  Reriew,  Vol  ii.  1821,  p.  518. 

*  Stromeyer's  JIandbiicIi  der  Chirurgie. 
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^^piatter,  whicli  usually  pushes  the  [losterior  wall  of  the  pharynx 

^lorward  over  the  orifice  of  the  larynx;  though  occiasioiially  the 

fluitlH  ^Tiivitate  towards  the  posterior  mediastinum,  and  are  then 

liulile  to  perforate  the  OMophagus,  the  trachea,  or  the  pleural  sae. 

The  exciting  cause  of  this  affection,  when  not  trauuiatic,  ia 
nsnally  exposure  to  cold,  or  a  suddeu  change  from  extreme  cold 
to  undue  wannth. 

Most  of  the  cases  occur  in  individuals  laboring  under  the  sy- 
philitic or  the  Etnimous  diathesis ;  and  these  uases  are  usually 
preceded  by  caries  of  the  cervical  vertebrse,  or  by  inflammation  of 
llie  lymphatic  glands  which  exist  behind  the  posterior  wall  of  the 
pharynx.  Sometimes,  however,  they  follow  an  insidious  ftirm 
of  intlammatiun  occupying  the  connective  tissue  between  the 
pharynx  and  the  vortebite.  In  some  few  instances  the  disease 
seems  to  be  idiopathic'  At  least  no  assignable  cause,  local  or 
const itutiuual,  can  lie  detected  by  which  to  account  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  affection.  It  sometimes  follows  acute  iuiiam- 
toatioa  of  the  tonsils ;  sometimes  acute  inflammation  of  tlie  pha- 
rrtix  without  involvement  of  the  tonsils.  Occasionally  it  seems 
to  be  a  metastasis  of  erysi2)clas,*  sevei-nl  cases  of  this  kind  being 
oil  record.  As  traumatic  causes,  we  have  recortled  a  blow  of  a 
feufinjt-foil, which  entered  through  the  nostril;'  numerous  cases 
of  foreign  bodies,  principally  pieces  of  bone  accidentally  swal- 
lowed,' eight  cases  of  which  have  been  collected  by  Dr.  AUin;' 
^lie  swallowing  of  pins,'  etc. 

The  greatest  nmnber  of  cases  of  retro-pharyngeal  abscess  occur 

I  coDuection  with  caries  of  the  cervical  vertebra?,  and  tliere 


'  Ouitiai;  J}t» aitit  rttro-pharyngient  idiepoMgittt,  ou  AePangtnefMegmo- 

OvAte  el  Bula.    1809. 

•Piion;   Am.  Jmir.  MfA.  Sei.,  Nov.   1830,  p.  SSI.     From  llfrye  MfdieiiU, 

.  1830.    Christophei  FlenuninK ;  Dub.  JUal.  Jour.,  vol.  xviL  1840,  p.  68. 

'tHet.^y.  1840,  p.  157.   Hondi^re;  Anaala  ^ObfUlrigiie,  Deo.  1842.  (?) 

■  Clua.  M.  Allin ;  A'.  T.  Jmir.  Mtd.,  Nov.,  1851,  p.  329,  from  Morel,  Parii. 

"    r.Journ.,  n..  1784,  p.  318. 

•  Cooper's  Ijv!tiirn.  Phils,  ed.,  1839,  p.  08. 

•  Seiro'pbUTiige&l  AbmeM.     If.   i'.  Jour,  ited..  Nor.   1851,  p.  807  e<  m;. 

•  PoUock ;  in  Holme«'  Syiltm  of  Surgery,  Vol.  iv.,  p.  4b4. 
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often  coexist  symptoms  of  scrofulous  degeneration  or  syphi- 
litic contamination  elsewhere.  In  some  instances  the  caries 
of  the  vertebrae  is  preceded  by  inflammation  of  the  pharj-nx. 
The  articular  surfaces  of  the  vertebrae  are  liable  to  be  the  seat 
of  the  disease,  and  in  this  wav  dislociition  of  the  vertebne 
occurs,  pixxlucing  pressure  ujion  the  cord.  Nearly  all  cases  of 
abscess  of  the  pharynx  in  connection  with  caries  of  the  verte- 
bne prove  fatal,  even  when  the  abscess  has  been  properly  treat- 
ed, and  the  case  has  been  judiciously  managed  afterwards.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  when  the  abscess  is  at  all  large.  Prof. 
Stromeyer,  in  his  Manual  of  Surgery,  distinctly  states  that  he 
has  seen  all  of  his  cases  die  in  whom  caries  of  the  vertebne 
had  given  rise  to  a  large  retro-pharyngeal  abscess.  Cases  are 
not  wanting,  however,  in  which  a  recovery  has  been  effected, 
though  in  most  instances  attended  with  a  permanent  deformity 
from  the  altered  position  of  the  cervical  jx^rtion  of  the  spinal 
column.*  In  Dr.  AUin's  table  but  three  cases,  including  that 
of  Dr.  Flenmiing,  with  caries  of  the  vertebne  are  recorded  as 
having  recovered,  and  in  these  the  terms  *'  j)i"obable"  and  "sup- 
posed "  are  prefixed,  so  that  there  is  an  uncertainty  in  this  re- 
spect. 

Dr.  Syme'  has,  however,  narrated  a  case,  occurring  in  an 
adult,  in  which  a  large  jX)rtion  of  the  second  cervical  vertebra 
exfoliated  and  was  discharged  into  the  phar}nix,  whence  it 
was  finally  removed  by  the  patient,  who  subsequently  recovered. 

Giinther'  narrates  a  case  of  Uhde's  (Deutsche  Klinik,  1850, 
p.  34),  in  which  the  bodies  of  the  third  and  fourth  cer- 
vical vertebne  were  removed,  and  the  patient  recovered.  But 
as  this  occurred  in  a  case  of  syphilis  in  an  individual  forty  years 
of  age,  it  is  probable  that  the  usual  course  of  acute  abscess  was 
somewhat  modified. 

These  cases  are  altogether  exceptionah 

In  retro-pharyngeal  aliscess  from  other  causes,  the  pix)g- 
nosis  is  favorable  if  the  disease  is  early  recognized  and  pn)i>- 


'  CbriBtopher  FlemmiDg,  Dublin  Qtiar.  Jour,  Med.  /S»'.,  Feb.,  1850,  p.  234. 
*  Edinburgh  Med.  and  Surg.  Journ.,  Apl,  1826,  p.  811,  with  illnatration. 
■  Lehre  von  den  Biutigen  Operationen,  voL  v.,  p.  7. 
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eriy  treated.  If  undetected,  and  therefore  not  attended  to, 
death  from  asphyxia  will  in  all  probability  result  before  the 
abscess  has  matured  sufficiently  to  rupture  sj)ontaneously. 
Many  an  instance  is  on  record,  even  at  comparatively  recent 
dates,  in  which  the  disease  was  not  recognized  until  an  exami- 
nation j}Ost  viortem ;  and  others  are  recorded  in  which  the 
existence  of  the  disease  was  likewise  unsus])ected,  and  the 
patient's  life  saved  only  by  the  fortunate  rupture  of  the 
abscess,  explaining  the  nature  of  the  difficulty.  Dr.  Allin  re- 
cords in  his  tables  a  case  which  occurred  in  the  New  York 
Hospital,  August,  1849,  in  which  the  patient  was  being  treated 
for  syphilitic  ulceration  of  the  throat,  and  tlie  abscess  was  acci- 
dentally ruptured  during  the  inti-oduction  of  a  probang, 
employed  for  the  purjx)se  of  apj)lying  a  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver  to  the  parts,  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  having  been 
neither  recognized  nor  susj)ected.  This  fortuitous  accident 
l)robably  saved  the  life  of  that  patient. 

Those  cases  due  to  the  j)resence  of  a  foreign  body,  it  is  per- 
haps impossible  to  cure  by  removal  of  the  offending  substance, 
inasmuch  as  it  must  be  completely  hidden  by  the  swelling. 
The  abscess  must  be  treated,  therefore,  in  just  the  same  man- 
ner as  abscesses  from  other  causes.  Sometimes  the  fi»reign 
body  remains  embedded  in  the  soft  parts  covering  the  vertebrae 
to  which  it  has  penetrated.  Sometimes  it  is  lo<jse  in  the  fluids 
of  the  abscess.  These  iK>ints  have  been  verified  h\ 2>ost~mortem 
examinations.  In  some  instances  the  foreign  body  has  been 
discharged  witli  the  contents  of  the  abscess.  More  frequently 
the  foreign  body,  usually  a  piece  of  bone,  passes  onward  into 
the  stomach  after  having  produced  the  injury.  In  one  of  the 
cases  collected  by  Dr.  Allin'  the  bone  passed  through  the 
alimentary  tract  and  escaped  per  anum ;  though  not  extracted 
thence  without  a  good  deal  of  pain. 

Two  ca.sesare  recorded  by  Mr.  John  Adams,'  in  one  of  which 
the  impactic»n  of  a  fish-bone  into  the  vertebral  column  resulted 
in  caries,  followed  bv  abscess. 

*  M.  Fillean,  quoted  by  Gibert.     London  Lancet^  June,  1828,  p.  393,  from 
Arch.  Gen.  de  Mid.,  May,  1828. 
'  London  Lancet,  June,  1847,  p.  581. 
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Reti'o-pharyngeal  abscess  has  occasionally  {>erf orated  the  in- 
ternal carotid  artery,  hy  extension  behind  the  tonsil,  producing 
death  by  hemorrhage ;  cases  of  which  have  been  reported 
by  Iliilzle,'  Ix?islnnan,'  and  others. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  innx)rtance  of  this  malady  as 
regards  the  dirt»ct  responsibility  of  the  medical  attendant 
in  reference  to  a  fatal  issue,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  practitioner 
to  bear  its  likeliluKKl  in  mind  in  all  cases  of  disease  of  the 
throat  imjxjding  respiration  or  o])structing  deglutition,  in  order 
that  a  due  ocular  insj)ection  and  digital  exploration  of  the 
parts  should  be  instituted  ;  simple  measures  which  promptly 
decide  the  diagnosis.  In  some  instances  the  patient  cannot 
open  the  mouth  wide  enough  to  permit  an  inspection  of 
the  parts,  and  then  we  have  to  dej)end  uiK>n  the  touch  alone. 
In  most  instances,  however,  the  mouth  can  be  oi>ened  far 
enough  to  permit  a  g(K)d  view  of  the  pharynx  by  depressing 
the  tongue  with  a  tongue-depressor,  the  handle  of  a  spoon,  or  a 
lead-i>encil.  On  l<H)king  into  the  pharynx,  we  observe  that  its 
jK)sterior  wall  projects  intt)  the  cavity  of  the  organ  in  some 
}x>rtion  of  its  extent,  forming  a  tumid  swelling  which  en- 
croaches on  the  calibre  of  the  tube.  When  this  is  high  up,  the 
soft  palate  lies  uixni  it ;  but  sometimes  the  entire  abscess  is  at  a 
lower  level.  There  arc  usuallv  other  evidences,  than  the  mere 
swelling,  of  inflannnation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
pharynx  and  adjacent  parts,  over  which  congested  blood- 
vessels are  seen  to  course,  and  on  which,  (x*casionally,  ^yots  of 
ecchymosis  are  irregularly  distributed ;  but  in  a  great  many 
cases  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  of  inflammation  beyond 
that  of  the  swelling  itself. 

Palpation  with  the  finger  i*eveals  the  fluctuating  character 
of  the  swelling,  and  stamps  the  diagnosis  of  abscess ;  for  a  simi- 
lar api>earance  of  the  parts  may  exist  in  cases  of  tumor  of  the 
pharynx,  and  mere  inspection,  therefore,  may  be  deceptive. 

The  general  symptoms  of  the  affection  which  |H)int  to  the 
probable  existence  of  an  abscess  are ;  pain  and  soreness  in  the 


'  Schmidfg  Jahrb.j  98,  xcviii.,  p.  312. 

'  aUisgoic  Med,  Journ.,  N.  S.,  Miyr,  1809,  p.  405. 
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parts,  referred  to  the  palate  when  the  abscess  reaches  high  up, 
but  often  extending  over  the  entire  throat ;  difficulty  of  swal- 
lowing, amounting  in  some  instances  to  complete  dysphagia ; 
some  im}>ediment  to.  respiration,  the  dyspnoBa  often  increasing 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  compel  the  maintenance  of  the  semi- 
erect  posture.  The  voice  is  scmorous,  but  produced  with  difficulty, 
and  is  muffled  or  nasal  in  tone.  External  pressure  and  movement 
of  the  stiff  neck  will  produce  pain,  or  reveal  tenderness.  There  is 
usually  some  distinct  historj-  of  an  attack  of  chilliness  or  shiver- 
ing, denotive  of  the  formation  of  pus.  All  the  usual  plienomena 
of  obstructed  resj)iration  occur,  and  there  are  the  ordinary  symp- 
toms of  suppurative  inflammation,  such  as  a(?celerati(m  of  the 
pulse,  heat  of  skin,  and  actual  increase  of  temj>erature.  Asso- 
ciated with  these  symptoms,  there  are  in  many  cases  external 
manifestations  of  tumefaction  about  the  throat,  sometimes  atone 
point,  8(mietimes  at  two  ov  three,  increasing  in  volume  as  the  dis- 
ease progresses.  The  principal  point  of  swelling  is  behind  the 
external  angle  of  the  jaw,  in  the  depression  in  front  of  the 
l)orderof  the  stemo-cleido-mastoid  muscle;  and  xi\you  this  point 
Mondiere  lays  great  stress,  having  observed  it  in  all  his  cases  of 
chronic  retro-pharyngeal  abscess.  Sometimes  the  larynx  is 
pushed  forward  so  as  to  be  rendered  unusually  prominent.  In 
cases  in  wliich  the  matter  gravitates,  the  swelling  will  extend 
lower  down,  and  in  one  fatal  case*  has  been  described  as  sinni- 
lating  disease  of  the  thyroid  gland. 

Sometimes  the  abscess  is  fonned  between  the  membranous 
wall  of  the  j)harynx  and  the  sheaths  of  the  muscles,  in  which 
instances  there  will  be  but  little  interference  with  deglutition, 
and  the  cases  may  have  time  for  full  progression  so  as  to  rup- 
ture sj)ontaneously. 

In  one  form  of  this  disease  the  abscess  forms  behind  both 
pharynx  and  oesophagus.  Mondiere*  has  reported  eleven  such 
instances  in  adults,  and  seven  in  children  varying  in  age  from  a 
few  weeks  to  four  vears.  Most  of  these  cases  arose  from  caries 
of  the  vertebne,  but  the  cause  of  the  affection  was  not  alwavs 


'  J.  Henry  Clark,  N.  V,  Jour.  Med.,  July,  1849,  p.  34. 
'  Giinther :  op.  dt. ,  p.  6. 
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apparent.  Three  eases  followed  inflaniniation  of  the  throat ; 
cMie  ease  appeared  to  have  been  a  metastasis  of  erysipelas ;  two 
cases  were  of  rheumatic  origin  ;  and  one,  in  a  case  of  stricture 
of  the  (esophagus,  originated  apparently  fi*om  overstraining  in 
attempts  to  swallow  large  morsels  of  food. 
,  It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  contents  of  the  pharyngeal 
al)8cess  sometimes  gravitates  behind  the  a.^>phagus,  but  there  are 
also  cases  in  which  the  abscess  connnences  in  this  i-egion,  forming 
a  variety  which  has  been  named  retro-oosophageal  abscess.  Like 
the  ordinary  form,  this  variety  is  also  due  principally  to  inflam- 
mation and  caries  of  the  vertebrae.  Gunther  describes,  after 
Duparct^ue,*  a  number  of  symptoms  which  serve  to  distinguish 
this  variety,  the  principal  of  which  are  the  following  : — 

The  swelling  in  the  lateral  region  of  the  neck  is  lower  down, 
occupies  a  p<isition  further  forward,  and  esj)ecially  upon  the 
left  side.  The  food  swallowed,  instead  of  i*emaining  in  the 
mouth,  or  being  driven  through  the  nostrils,  is  carried  down- 
wards, some  of  it  being  swallowed,  but  some  of  it  passing  into 
the  larynx  and  i)roducing  severe  paroxysms  of  cough.  The 
walls  of  the  entire  larjiix  being  pressed  together,  the  voice  is 
shrill,  piping,  and  comparable  to  that  of  a  duck : 

The  relief  to  respiration  by  the  sitting  posture  is  not  as 
marked.  Pressure  upon  the  lesophagus  produces  more  pain 
than  j)ressure  upon  the  larynx  or  the  upper  jxulion  of  the  tra- 
cliea.  Pressure  ujx>n  the  larynx  prevents  respiration  entirely, 
and  produces  paroxysms  of  asphyxia.  The  abs(*ess  is  not  felt 
through  the  mouth. 

These  cases  terminate  fatally.  Sometimes  they  rupture  into 
the  oesophagus.  Several  cases  are  mentioned  by  Cfiinther,  from 
the  records  of  Duparccpie,  Noll,  and  Uhde. 

TreatvienL — The  proper  treatment  for  these  abscesses  consists 
in  timely  opening  them  by  the  knife  to  give  free  egress  to  the 
pus.  For  this  purpose  the  best  method  is  to  j)lace  one  forefinger 
upon  the  abscess,  and  then  to  pass  along  it  a  sharp  bistoury, 
protected  to  within  half  an  inch  of  its  point,  and  to  make  a  free 
opening  longitudinally.     Sometimes  it  may  be  better  to  make  a 


*  SchmidCi/  Jahrb.yY.  Supplement,  p.  191. 
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transverse  incision.  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Prion,  Flemming,  and 
others  employed  an  oitlinarj'  or  specially  arranged  tr<K*ar  and 
canula.  In  one  instance  punctnre  with  an  exploring-needle 
answered  the  purpose.  Dr.  Allin  objects  to  the  use  of  the 
trocar,  on  account  of  the  danger  of  piercing  the  vertebiie,  and 
thus  giving  trouble  aftenvards.  Where  tlie  abscess  extends  be- 
hind the  tonsil,  special  care  is  requisite  on  account  of  the  prox- 
imity of  the  carotid  artery.  The  abscess  has  also  been  opened 
by  the  finger-nail,  and  in  some  instances  mere  pressure  with  the 
finger  *  has  sufficed  to  rupture  the  walls  of  the  abscess. 

The  conteuts  of  the  abscess  are  usually  discharged  by  the 
mouth,  but  this  is  not  invariably  the  case.  Giinther'  mentions 
an  observation  of  Petrunti,  in  which  the  pus  descended  along 
the  lateral  walls  of  the  throat,  juishing  the  larynx  forward,  and 
producing  such  difficulty  in  breathing  that  an  external  incision 
became  necessary  in  order  to  save  the  life  of  the  patient.  In 
this  case  the  pus  was  found  between  the  pharynx  and  larynx. 

In  some  instances  there  is  such  relaxation  of  the  connective 
tissue  between  the  parts  involved  in  the  disease,  that,  after 
evacuation  of  the  abscess,  pus  accumulates  behind  the  pharynx, 
•below  the  line  of  the  wound  made  bv  the  incision.  In  these 
cases  GUnther  recommends  slitting  the  sac  longitudinally  and 
injecting  solutions  of  an  irritating  character. 

In  cases  of  retro-a^sophageal  abscess,  the  necessity  for  per- 
forming tracheotomy  sometimes  becomes  imperative. 

Where  retro-pharyngeal  abscess  has  been  the  result  of  acute 
inflammation,  the  pails  usually  heal  rapidly  after  discharge  of 
their  contents,  much  in  the  manner  of  subsidence  in  abscess  of 
the  tonsil  after  incision.  Occasionally,  however,  a  large  ulcer 
will  remain  and  impede  deglutition  until  granulation  is  well 
e8ta1>Ii8hed. 

A  few  remarks,  in  conclusion  of  this  subject,  are  requisite  in 
relation  to  the  differential  diagnosis.  As  the  affection  occurs 
most  frequently  in  children,  it  is  apt,  from  the  similarity  of  some 


'  ChriBtopher  Flemming  :  Dub.  Quart.  Jour.  Med.  Set.,  Feb.,  1850,  p.  224. 
Fnm/p's  Not.  xiv.,  p.  153. 
*  Op.  cit.,  p.  6. 
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of  the  syinptomp,  to  be  confounded  with  croup.     Li  the  adult 
it  may  ibe  inistaken  for  oedema  of  the  larjiix. 

The  existence  of  an  abscess  of  this  kind  may  be  suspected  in 
a  child  when  attacked  by  frequent  suflFocative  pai-oxysms,  simi- 
lar in  many  respects  to  those  encountered  in  croup,  but  not  ex- 
hibiting the  same  distinctness  of  remission.  The  restlessness  of 
the  patient  and  the  actual  obstruction  to  respiration  is  said  to  be 
greater  than  that  witnessed  in  croup ;  and  the  relief  to  respira- 
tion afforded  by  the  sitting  }X)8tui*e  may  be  taken  as  anotlier 
indication  of  the  nature  of  the  disease.  The  voice  is  not  affected 
as  it  is  sometimes  in  croup,  there  being  no  impediment  to  the 
free  vibration  of  the  vocal  cords.  Pressure  upon  tlie  parts 
always  produces  pain,  which  is  not  the  case  in  croup.  If  there 
be  any  external  swelling  in  croup,  it  will  be  below  the  angle  of 
the  jaw  ;  while  it  is  farther  forward  in  retro-phaiyngeal  abscess, 
and  more  deeply  situated  beneath  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid 
muscle. 

Oidema  of  the  lar\nix  is  more  sudden  in  its  onset,  and  the 
obstruction  to  breathing  occurs  principally  in  inspiration,  from 
the  valve-like  action  of  the  fluctuating  folds  of  Ofdematous  tissue, 
as  more  fully  described  in  the  article  on  that  aflfecticm.  Digital 
ex})loration  and  ocular  insiwction,  direct  or  in  the  laryngoscopic 
mirror,  will  set  all  doubts  at  rest. 

The  after-treatment  of  this  disease  will  depend  ujx)n  the 
peculiarities  of  the  case,  and  the  nature  of  the  constitutional 
dyscrasia;  and  it  is  to  be  conducted  on  the  general  principles 
of  therapeutics. 

CURONIC   FOLLICULAR   rHARYXOmS. 

The  exact  manner  in  which  chn)nic  follicular  phar}'ngiti8 
commences  is  not  well  known,  for  it  is  only  when  a  patient  has 
been  suffering  more  or  less  for  a  considerable  time,  that  he  be- 
comes conscious  of  the  existence  of  a  })ermanent  disease  of  the 
throat,  leading  him  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  a  medical  practi- 
tioner ;  and  \qy\  often  the  annoyance  endured,  though  constant, 
is  so  slight  in  character,  and  so  little  liable  to  aggravation,  that 
he  is  still  longer  deterred  from  seeking  professional  aid.  In 
this  manner  it  hapj)ens  that  the  physician  is  rarely  afforded  an 
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opportunity  of  seeing  the  disease  until  after  it  has  already  existed 
for  several  months  or  several  years.  The  story  of  the  patient,  with 
some  variations  and  niodifi(*ations,  will  in  most  cases  run  thus : 
— that  some  months  or  some  years  back,  there  gradually  forced 
itself  upon  the  consciousness,  a  sense  of  the  existence  of  j>erma- 
nent  trouble  in  the  throat.  This  may  have  been  mere  dryness, 
with  or  without  a  disposition  to  cough  or  to  expectoi*ate ;  but 
some  disposition  or  other  to  clear  the  throat  from  a  foreign 
body  is  almost  always  spoken  of  as  an  early  manifestation. 
With  this  there  may  be  connected,  and  certainly  will  be  sooner 
OP  later,  if  the  disease  continues,  some  degree  of  hoarseness, 
inequality,  or  impairment  of  the  voice,  the  j)atient  being  unable 
to  depend  upon  it  for  public  purposes.  In  some  cases  more  or 
less  trouble  is  experienced  in  swallowing.  In  some  there  is 
more  or  less  impairment  of  hearing.  Pain  is  not  often  com- 
plained of  very  early  in  the  disorder,  and  the  discomfort  is 
usually  more  that  of  an  annoying  sensation,  referred  to  a  feeling 
as  of  the  presence  of  some  foreign  body,  as  a  hair,  a  bristle,  a  pin, 
a  lump,  and  so  on.  Sometimes  there  will  be  headache,  distinctly 
referable  to  exacerbation  of  the  throat  trouble.  Usuallv  there 
will  be  more  or  less  symptoms  of  dyspepsia  and  indigestion. 
Very  often  coolness  of  the  extremities  will  be  com))lained  of. 
With  all  these  symptoms,  the  patient  will  feel  in  tolemble  good 
health,  and  be  still  able,  with  more  or  less  effort,  to  attend  to  his 
ordinary  avocations. 

When  the  historv  of  the  disease  is  recounted  at  a  later  date, 
we  will  be  informed  of  the  above  enumerated  sym|)toms,  and 
be  then  told  that  they  gradually  increased  in  severity,  sc)me- 
times  with  constant  progression,  sometimes  as  a  result  of  expo- 
sure to  changes  of  tenn>erature,  which  would  be  followed  by  an 
aggravation  of  symptoms,  subsiding  to  some  extent  in  a  few  days 
or  weeks,  and  the  result  remainiui'  stationarv  until  the  occurrence 
of  a  fresh  accession.  The  trouble  with  the  voice  will  have  jrradu- 
ally  increased,  and  in  the  case  of  clergymen  and  other  public 
speakers,  have  perhaps  proceeded  s<j  far  as  to  disable  them  from 
l)erformance  of  their  pastoral  or  secular  duti€»s.  The  cough  will 
liave  become  more  frequent,  accompanied  by  the  expectoration 
of  viscid  mucus,  and  attended  with  a  scratching  or  still  more 
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unpleasant  or  even  painful  Bensation  in  the  throat,  usually 
referred  to  tlie  pharynx  at  the  region  of  the  base  of  the  tongue, 
or  to  the  larynx.  Ilespiration  is  affected  at  times,  but  that  diffi- 
culty is  of  nervous  origin  altogether.  DysjJiagia,  Ux),  is  occa- 
sionally complained  of,  and  is  also  usually  nervous  in  character. 

As  a  rule,  the  patient  will  have  tried  a  great  variety  of  local 
and  systemic  remedies,  which  have  failed  in  affording  relief ; 
and  much  of  the  intestinal  disturbance  that  is  complained  of 
mav  be  due  to  the  effect  of  the  medicines  that  have  been 
employed. 

The  causes  of  this  affection  are  not  thorou«:hlv  undei-stood.  It 
makes  its  appearance  in  individuals  of  all  classes,  without  dis- 
tinction of  temperament,  social  jK)sition,  or  employment.  It 
probably  never  occurs  as  a  direct  result  of  acute  inflannnation 
of  the  pharynx,  tlumgli  it  is  easy  to  undei*stand  how  rej>eated 
attacks  of  sore  throat  of  an  acute  or  subacute  character  would 
gradually  bring  about  the  condition  mider  consideration.  len- 
der such  circumstances  the  caus4*s  would  be  those  ali^eady 
enumerated  under  the  head  of  sore  throat ;  and  the  less  effec- 
tive but  ])ersistent  exposure  to  the  same  class  of  causes  could 
very  well  gradually  induce  a  condition  of  chronic  inflammation, 
without  there  having  been  any  previous  acute  or  subacute  in- 
flamnuition.  It  is  highly  probable  that  in  the  majority  of 
instances  the  cases  are  of  a  chronic  character  from  beginning  to 
end. 

Although  this  affection,  from  its  prominence  among  the 
clergy,  has  received  the  appellation  ''  clergy  man's  sore  throat," 
it  is  by  no  means  confined  to  membei*s  of  that  profession,  nor 
even  to  public  speakers.  Profess<.)r  Green,  our  great  authority 
on  this  disease,  writes :  "  Of  iiearly  four  hundred  cases  that 
have  fallen  under  my  observation,  only  about  seventy-eight,  or 
one  in  five,  of  this  number,  were,  in  any  way,  public  speakers." 
But  it  is  evident,  as  he  adds,  that  "  when  the  affection  does 
occur  in  those  pei-sons  who  are  in  the  habit  of  exercising  tlie 
vocal  organs  by  public  speaking,  singing,  teaching,  etc.,  it  is 
always,  for  obvious  reasons,  attended  with  symptoms  of  a  more 
aggravated  nature  than  when  it  appeal's  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances.'" 
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Dr.  Gibl),  in  hifi  work  on  diseases  of  tlie  tliroat,  states  tliat 
he  has  seen  tliis  disease  in  a  very  exap^geraled  form  in  plioto- 
graphers,  and  in  persons  mnch  exposed  to  the  fnnies  of  acrid 
ehemicals  in  ccnifined  cliainbers,  and  that  its  obstinacy  in  them 
is  quite  remarkable.  We  should  imagine  the  obstinacy  of  the 
affection  to  be  due  to  the  j)crsistence  with  which  such  individ- 
uals are  constantly  exposed  and  re-exjxjsed  to  the  exciting 
cause.  If  their  occu))ations  could  be  changed,  the  disease 
would  probably  be  found  more  manageable. 

The  I'eason  of  its  prevalence  among  clergymen  is,  at  least  in 
part,  due  to  the  ine(pialities  of  temperature  under  which  they 
are  often  compelled  to  preach  ;  with  head,  often  sparsely  cover- 
ed with  hair,  exposed  to  draughtij  from  open  windows,  or  the 
<»pen  air,  at  the  moment  that  they  are  using  the  organs  of  the 
thn»at  in  addressing  their  auditors,  and  thus  exposing  these 
parts  also  to  the  inflnence  of  cold  air  which  has  not  been  warm- 
ed by  previous  passage  through  the  nostrils.  Preaching  in  a 
cold  church  is  sometimes  an  exciting  cause. 

I  liave  known  more  than  one  academic  lecturer  who  con- 
tracted a  chronic  iJiarvuf^itis  every  autumn  from  the  access  of 
currents  of  air  from  open  windows  striking  upon  a  bald  head, 
and  in  which  the  use  of  a  skull-cap  during  exposure  secured 
immunity  from  the  attack. 

It  has  been  stated  by  some  authors  that  the  Catholic  clergy 
are  less  liable  to  this  form  of  disease  than  clergymen  of  other  per- 
suasions, and  that  the  greater  liability  of  the  latter  class  is  in 
great  i)art  attributable  totheirmorefrequent  habit  of  leaning  over 
the  ]>ulpit  to  read  their  discourses,  thus  compressing  the  muscles 
of  the  thorax  and  abdomen  at  a  time  when  their  unimpeded 
action  is  desirable ;  and  that  the  imnninitv  in  the  other  class  is 
due  to  their  preaching  extemj)oraneously,  and  thus  maintaining 
the  erect  jx^sture.  That  there  is  some  force  in  this  remark  we  may 
be  very  willing  to  admit,  but,  as  far  as  my  own  experience  is  con- 
cerned, there  has  been  no  evidence  of  inmiunity  in  this  respect 
for  the  Catholic  cleriry. 

Very  (»ften  the  only  apparent  cause  is  a  depressed  state  of 
mind,  from  domestic  and  pecuniary  troubles,  or  the  effect  of 
])rolonged  sedentary  and  harassing  professional  occupations. 
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The  ap[>earance6  of  the  })art8  in  this  disease  are  very  chamc- 
teristic,  thougli  they  are  exceedingly  varions. 

Perha|>s  the  most  frequent  apj)earance  presented  is  that  of 
numerous  small  projections,  sometimes  circular  in  outline, 
sometimes  irregular,  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a  pin-head  to 
that  of  a  small  pea,  though  not  very  often  acquiring  the  latter 
dimensions,  esiHicially  in  cases  of  compamtively  short  duration. 
Their  color  is  a  dee}>er  i-ed  than  that  of  the  surrounding  mucous 
tissue,  which  is  also  deeper  in  tint  than  is  normal.  These  pro- 
minences are  isolated  or  in  clustere.  They  are  more  apt  to  be  in 
clustei*s  at  the  lateral  angles  of  the  pharynx,  though  frequently 
enough  so  on  the  posterior  wall  also.  These  prominences  com- 
prise enlarged  or  hypertn^}>hied  glands,  enlarged  probably 
bv  an  arrest  of  their  secretion,  which  has  no  lonwr  an 
outlet  on  account  of  the  swollen  condition  of  their  mouths, 
which  are  thus  bl(K-ked  up.  Sometimes  the  wateiy  mattere 
of  the  secretion  being  reabsorbed,  there  remains  the  albu- 
minous ])ortion,  to  which  additions  are  constantly  made;  and 
verv  often,  iinallv,  the  contents  have  a  cheesv  character,  which 
has  been  denominated  ''tubercular"  bv  Prof.  Green,  and  are 
also  so  called  bv  (Jibb  and  manv  others  who  have  followed  him 
in  his  description  of  the  complaint,  under  the  name  of  folllcur 
lav  d'taeaHc  of  the  throat  and  au'-j)as^ageii^^  or  foUl<*uI<ii* 
diaea^e  of  the  j^haryntjo-hiryngeal  meuihrane,  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, subscribe  to  the  opinion  that  the  contents  of  these  glands 
are  tuberculous  matter  in  that  form  of  complaint  under  consid- 
eration ;  though  it  does  sometimes  occur  that  tubenndous 
de[X)sits  take  place  in  the  i)han  ngeal  mucous  membrane,  and 
they  may  even  undergo  the  metamorphosis  into  carlx>nate  of 
Hme,  for  I  have  occasionally  seen  them  there,  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  removed  with  the  j^oint  of  the  knife  small  cal- 
careous concretions  in  everv  way  similar  to  those  concretions 
occasionally  expectorate<l  in  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

I  am  the  less  inclined  to  appn)ve  of  the  term  tubercular  sore 
throaty  which  is  employed  by  the  authorities  alluded  to,  as  a 
synonyni  for  this  disease,  because  the  affection  has  been  known  to 

I  A  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Air-Paasages.     New  York  (4th  Edit),  1858 
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have  existed  for  iiiaiiv  years  without  being  aecxmi pained  or  fol- 
lowed by  tiiberculoiw  pbtliinis,  a  reuiilt  which  could  hardly  be 
avoided  iu  the  prolonged  [)er8iBte!n;e  of  a  diiieaso  really  tiibereu- 
loiiB  ill  character.  It  is  true  that  tiibei'culous  const i  in ption  is 
preceded  in  some  instances  by  cbmnic  folliciilur  diucaitti  of  the 
inutK)UB  covering  of  the  pharynx  and  larynx ;  but  tliin  coiidition 
may  have  produced  a  prediriiMwition  to  tuberenlous  disease, 
evideiu«a  of  which  ultimately  make  tboir  appearance  in  tlie 
follicles  or  in  the  mucous  nicmbranc  as  an  expression  of  the 
general  condition  of  system  which  has  ensued. 

There  is  usually  a  narrow  line  of  rc<lness  about  the  base  of 
these  enlargements ;  and  sometimes  the  [latclies  in  wbii-h  they 
occur  are  so  close  to  each  ()ther,  that  the  ai^cunnilatetl  red 
lines,  by  which  they  are  bi»rdcred,  api>ear  mapped  out  into  ir- 
regidar  spaces  fttr  the  reception  of  tlie  enlarged  maiwert.  The 
ordinary  transparent  exhalation  which  bathes  the  mucous  inein- 
braite  in  the  healthy  condition  is  sniKJi-sedctl  by  mucus,  whi(!li  is 
often  adherent,  here  and  there,  in  viscid  cluini>s.  In  some  parts 
of  the  membrane  not  yet  invaded  by  the  diseased  action,  tJio 
unrmal  exhalation  will  have  he^Miine  c()llocted  intti  minute  di-o^w 
which  appear  like  groups  of  vesicles,  and  have  often  been  mis- 
taken for  herpetic  eruptions,  similar  to  tliose  which  sonietiines 
precede  ordinary  inembnin<»us  w)re  throat.  The  interspaced 
inncouB  membrane  in  tlie  vicinity  of  these  ]>atches  of  dn»ps  of 
moisture,  appears  sunken  in  by  ct>ntnifit,  and  the  general  aspect 
is  that  "slightly  raw  and  granulated  ap[)earanco"  so  miicli 
Bpoken  of  in  tlic  books.  In  this  form  of  the  disease  there  is  no 
rawness;  the  Iws  of  epithelium  is  merely  f,g.  as. 

apparent,  and  tlie  vesicles  can  all  be  wiped 
off  with  a  soft  sponge,  showing  the  mem- 
brane beneath  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition. 
Similar  apparent  vesicles  are  often  seen  up 
on  the  rootof  the  uvula  and  upon  the  soft  pal- 
ate, which  structures  are  sometimes  the  seat 
also  of  small  groups  of  eidarged  glands ; 
and  occasionally  they  occupy  the  edges  of 

the  arches  of  the  palate,  giving  its  border  

an  une^  en  appearance.    The  tonsils  are  not         fsuuhuu  piuuriwitu 
11 
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apt  to  be  affected  in  this  stage  of  the  complaint;  nor  the 
uvula  to  be  elongated.  It  is  diflScult  to  depict  the  appear- 
ances which  have  just  been  described,  but  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  do  so  in  Fig.  35,  in  which  the  enlarged  follicles  are  well 
seen. 

At  this  stage  of  the  disease  there  is  only  a  moderate  sense  of 
annoyance  in  the  throat,  a  little  expectoration  of  viscid  mucus 
at  times,  but  no  cough.  Nor  is  the  voice  much  affected,  except 
perhaps  after  long  or  continued  use ;  and  then  power  is  regained 
by  a  rest  of  a  day  or  two.  The  larynx  will  show  signs  of  irrita- 
tion, with  congestion  of  the  vocal  cords  after  the  use  of  the 
voice,  but  not  during  tlie  intervals.  Thus,  supposing  the  patient 
a  clergyman  who  preached  on  the  Sunday ; — on  Saturday  his 
larj^nx  will  have  appeared  normal,  on  the  Monday  it  will  be 
congested.     The  active  disease  is  confined  to  the  pharynx. 

When  the  disease  has  progressed  further,  we  find  that  the  fol- 
licles have  become  still  more  enlarged.  A  more  viscid  mucus 
adheres  to  the  parts  and  in  greater  quantity ;  and  upon  the  upper 
})ortion  of  the  iX)Sterior  wall,  behind  the  soft  palate,  we  often 
find  irregular  patches  of  concreted  mucus  which  have  gradually 
fallen  down,  or  been  hawked  down  from  the  enlarged  follicles 
existing  at  the  upper  portion  of  the  pharynx,  the  glandular  tissue 
at  the  vault  of  the  pharjnx  having  participated  in  the  disease. 
Sometimes  strings  of  this  mucus  will  hang  down  from  the  pos- 
terior wall  of  the  soft  palate,  showing  that  the  nasal  aspect  of 
the  palate  and  perhaps  the  posterior  nares  are'also  invaded  by  the 
diseased  action.  The  patches  of  groups  of  enlarged  follicles  will 
have  become  much  larger,  and  almost  always  longer  than  they  are 
broad,  but  presenting  great  differences  in  this  resj^ect.  Their  sur- 
face is  often  velvety,  and  to  the  touch  they  are  elastic.  The  isolated 
follicles  will  be  apt  to  have  become  ulcerated,  and  small  whitish 
masses  of  mucus  will  hang  down  from  them  u[)on  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  become  coalesced  with  sinn'lai*  masses  fix)m  en- 
larged follicles  below.  Sometimes  these  follicles  will  present  tlie 
appearance  of  inflamed  pustules  on  the  point  of  bursting.  In 
the  interspaces  irregular  spots  of  snperficnal  ulceration  will  be 
seen  showing  a  destruction  of  the  epithelial  layer  of  the  mucous 
membrane.    The  uvula  is  apt  to  have  become  elongated,  and  its 
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surface  as  well  as  the  Biirfa«ie  of  the  velum  will  he  more  tliickly 
etndded  with  enlarged  glands,  though  they  are  not  as  apt  to  be 
ulcerated  ae  arc  thoae  of  the  pharynx.  At  otlier  times  groups 
of  real  vcsiclea  will  be  observed  on  the  soft  palate  and  the  uvu- 
la ;  often  arranged  more  or  less  linearly,  on  each  side  of  the 
raphe.  The  tonsils,  too,  will  have  become  irregularly  enlarged, 
and  often  exliibit  upon  their  sui-faco  superficial  ulcerations, 
covered  with  a  grayish  or  whitish  secretion.  A  common  ap- 
pearance presented,  when  the  affection  is  of  l<mi^  standing,  is 
depicted  in  Fig.  36. 

The  symptoms  of  hoarseness,  expectoration,  and  dysphagia 
will  all  be  increased  in  severity, 
and  cough  vdW  be  present  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  The  larynx 
will  be  found  to  exhibit  the  evi- 
dences of  chronic  inflammation  of 
its  mucous  membrane,  to  be  de- 
scribed  in  detail  under  tlie  head  of 
chronic  larj-ngitis.  \Vlicn  tlie 
tongue  is  well  depressed,  tlie  ap- 
pearances uientioncd  will  be  fonnd 
to  exist  to  some  extent  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  pharJ^lx. 

As  the  disease  progresses  the  in- 
flamed follicles  ulcerate,  the  snr- 
iaces  of  the  ulcers  becoming  coat- 
ed with  a  grayish  secretion  which 
trickles  down  over  tiie  surface  of  the  membrane.  Tlie  angles 
of  the  pharynx  are  quite  prone  to  be  the  seat  of  ulceration,  and 
this  sometimes  extends  along  the  walls  of  the  pharjiigo-laryn- 
geal  or  pyramidal  sinuses,  quite  to  the  entrance  of  the  (Pfi(j])ha- 
gus.  The  follicles  at  the  base  of  the  tongue,  which  are  often 
much  enlarged,  eonietimes  become  ulcerated  in  like  manner,  as 
does  also  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  gloeso-epiglottic 
sinuses  at  the  sides  of  the  glosso-epiglottic  ligament.  The  secre- 
tion from  all  these  surfacies  becomes  purulent ;  sometimes  san- 
gninolent  from  rupture  of  Biii^erficial  blood-vessels. 
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The  voice  is  sometimes  aifected  in  this  disease,  without  any 
visible  implication  of  the  laryngeal  structures,  apparently  re- 
sulting merely  from  an  extension  of  the  nervous  influence  of  the 
pneum<3ga.stric  nerve.  This  is  evident  from  what  is  frequently 
observed  to  occur  in  public  6i)eaker8.  They  gradually  l)ecome 
hoarse  during  a  prolonged  or  energetic  harangue,  and  relieve 
the  hoarseness  at  once  by  swallowing  a  little  water.  Now  the 
water  goes  down  the  gullet,  and  not  into  the  larynx.  True,  a 
little  water,  but  a  very  little  indeed,  does  sometimes  trickle 
into  the  larynx  down  the  inter-arytenoidal  fold,  but  it  is  hardly 
enough  to  moisten  the  vocal  cords  and  laryngeal  mucous  mem- 
brane sufficiently  to  account  for  the  improvement  in  voice 
which  follows  the  act.  We  have  to  fall  back  upon  the  theory 
tliat  the  impression  made  upon  the  divisions  of  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerve  distributed  to  the  pharynx,  oesophagus,  and 
stomach,  is  propagated  to  those  other  branches  distributed  to 
the  larynx.  In  the  same  manner,  a  pharyngeal  irritation 
will  pix>duce  hoarseness  in  a  larynx  apparently  healthy  in  every 
respect.  This  I  have  seen  again  and  again;  and  have  often 
seen  it  follow  the  ai)plication  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  surface 
of  but  one  or  two  groups  of  enlarged  pharyngeal  follicles ;  as 
well,  also,  as  result  from  a  more  extensive  cauterization  of  the 
pharynx.  This  would  seem  to  confinn  the  view  of  Prof. 
Green,  tliat  tlie  relation  of  the  pharynx  with  the  respirator)' 
passages  is  more  intimate  and  important  than  its  relation  with 
the  oesophagus;  speaking  in  a  pathological  sense  rather 
than  an  anatomical  one.  In  these  cases  the  voice  becomes 
veiled  at  times,  then  muffled  and  hoarse  ;  these  symptoms  con- 
tinuing, it  becomes  a  matter  of  difficulty  to  speak  in  a  clear, 
distinct  tone,  and  the  effort  is  painful,  the  pain  running  from 
the  region  of  the  hyoid  bone  upwards  on  both  sides.  The 
voice  may  be  a  deep  bass  in  the  morning,  and  gradually  rise 
to  a  shrill  screech  in  the  course  of  the  day.  Sometimes  con- 
tinued eflEorts  to  speak  result  in  complete  aphonia  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  At  other  times  the  patient  wakes 
up  in  the  morning  aphonic  or  dysphonic,  and  as  he  engages  in 
conversation  his  voice  becomes  gradually  stronger,  until  towarda 
the  middle  of  the  day  it  is  almost  natural  in  timbre,  except 
that  it  is  a  little  hoarse. 
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The  siil)jects  of  these  cases  are  usually  such  as  have  out-d(X)r 
employ mentiii  requiring  the  use  of  the  voice.  It  is  not  found 
BO  much  in  those  who  speak  in-doors,  unless  there  is  a  distinct 
laryngeal  complication.  We  therefore  meet  it  in  military  and 
naval  oflicei-s,  itinerant  vendei*s,  conduct<»i*s,  newsboys,  sliop- 
keepei-s,  and  the  like.  If  the  aifection  is  allowed  to  progress 
unrestrained,  the  larynx  is  sure  to  become  involved  eventually, 
and  may  then  become  more  seriously  affected  than  tlie  i)harynx 
was  in  the  first  instance. 

The  diac^nosis  is  easy  bv  ordinary,  and  bv  larvnwscopic  in- 
speetion  of  the  throat. 

During?  the  treatment  of  these  crises  the  use  of  the  voice 
fthould  be  interdicted,  if  possible,  until  the  disease  of  the 
pharynx  is  well  under  control.  AVhere  the  nature  of  the 
patient's  occupation  is  such  that  nec'cssity  compels  the  use 
of  the  voice,  care  must  be  taken  to  make  the  least  use  of  it  pos- 
sible under  the  circumstances,  with  the  avoidance  of  prolonged 
talking  at  any  one  time.  In  order  to  secure  compliancte  with 
an  injunction  of  this  kind,  the  patient  should  be  distinctly 
informed  that  the  use  of  the  vocal  organs  during  the  treatment 
will  greatly  retard  any  progress  towards  a  cure.  It  is  the  im- 
jK)ssil)ility,  in  many  instances,  of  securing  rest  to  the  parts 
that  renders  their  treatment  i)rotracted  and  ver\^  often  unsatis- 
factory.  The  habitual  use  of  demulcent  h)zenLres,  such  as  those 
composed  of  the  Iceland  moss  or  the  nuii-sh-mallow,  will  often 
afford  a  g(Kxl  deal  of  relief  and  help  to  allay  the  irritaijility  of 
the  pneunK)gastric  nerve.  They  can  be  made  up  by  the 
confectioner  in  the  form  of  gum-drops  without  the  addition  of 
sugar.  Occasioiuilly  it  may  be  advantageous  to  have  a  small 
quantity  of  lactucarium  or  conium  incoq)orated  into  the  mass, 
but  then  some  restriction  must  be  made  as  to  the  fre([uency  of 
their  use. 

The  fur.ction  of  swallowing  is  often  impaired  in  this  affec- 
tion,and  sometimes  to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  always  attended  with 
j)ain  or  with  the  j)roduction  of  sensations  of  a  s)>asmodic  character. 
At  times  there  mav  even  exist  an  inabilitv  to  swallow.  This 
dysphagia,  in  some  instances,  appeal's  to  be  altogether  of  a  ner- 
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voiis  character,  and  in  these  causes  particularly,  though  also  in 
others,  there  may  he  unpleasant  and  even  painful  sensations 
similar  to  those  pnKluced  by  swallowing,  independently  of  any 
act  of  deglutition.  It  is  said  that  at  times  the  spasm  will 
amount  to  that  of  actual  stricture,  and  that  it  will  sometimes  be 
inijx)ssible  to  introduce  the  sound,  under  such  circumstances, 
without  an  anu>unt  of  force  which  would  not  be  justifiable ;  but 
I  have  not  as  vet  encountered  anv  cases  of  this  nature.  These 
cases  are  not  instances  of  the  ordinary  spasmodic  stricture  of 
the  (esophagus,  which  is  unaccompanied  with  clux>nic  pharj'n- 
gitis  as  an  essential  element  of  the  disorder,  and  which  usually 
yields  very  readily  to  the  introductitm  of  the  sound. 

Generally  the  dysphagia  is  experienced  only  in  swallowing 
hard  and  solid  food  ;  and  by  eating  slowly  and  taking  care  to 
masticate  each  morsel  thoroughly,  so  that  it  becomes  well  in- 
corporated with  a  sufficient  amount  of  saliva,  deglutition  can  be 
rendered  much  more  comfortable.  Some  })atients  experience 
BO  much  trouble  and  uneasiness  in  sw^allowing  even  well-masti- 
cated f(MK],  that  they  resort  in  great  measure  to  spoon  food  or 
li(piid  diet. 

In  some  cases  of  dysphagia,  where  the  aflfection  has  been  of 
long  standing,  we  observe  a  condition  of  the  structures  which  in 
part  accounts  for  it.  We  see  a  number  of  ulcerated  places  in 
various  portions  of  the  pharyngeal  mucous  membrane,  these 
being  irregular  in  outline,  though  moro  or  less  ovoidal  in  con- 
figuration, and  being  separated  by  continuous  divisions  of  un- 
abraded  membrane,  so  that  the  patches  of  ulceration,  when  nu- 
merous and  not  yet  run  into  each  other,  give  somewhat  the  aj>- 
pearance  of  the  intei*spaces  of  a  network.  The  continuous 
stripes  of  mucous  membrane  are  usually  of  a  pale,  yellowish 
color;  the  ulcerated  spots  have  a  fine  red-lined  margin,  and  in 
some  of  the  intei'spaces  which  have  not  as  yet  undergone  erosion, 
we  see  prominent  red  patches  of  hypertr()i)liied  glands  and 
connective  tissue. 

In  other  cases  the  dysphagia  seems  to  be  due  to  a  loss  of 
muscular  contractility,  from  absolute  atrophy  of  the  muscular 
tissue,  or  to  a  partial  paralysis  from  infiltration  between  the  mus- 
cular fibres.     In  these  cases  the  posterior  pharj  ngeal  wall  a|>- 
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pears  to  be  arranged  in  more  or  less  regular  vertical  folds,  render- 
ed more  prominent  than  tliey  really  are  by  reason  of  the  divisions 
dipping  down  between  them.  These  ridges  are  due  to  liypertro- 
phic  swelling  of  the  connective-tissue  sheatlis  of  the  muscular 
fibres,  over  which  tlie  nnicous  menil^rane  sometimes  becomes  so 
much  atrophied  as  to  admit  of  tlie  detection  of  the  muscular  striae 
beneath  it.  Moreover,  we  find  that  there  is  s(mietimes  an  actual 
atrophy  of  the  muscular  tissue,  so  tliat  the  cavity  of  the])harynx 
is  abnornifilly  deep,  and  this  excavation,  as  it  were,  is  often  con- 
fined to  one  side,  most  frequently  the  right  side,  accoi-ding  to 
my  own  observations.  The  condition  of  things  is  sucli  at 
times  as  to  convev  the  idea  of  a  want  of  svmmetry  of  the  two 
sides  of  the  spinal  column,  the  outline  of  the  constituents  of 
which  is  sometimes  distinctly  discernible  through  the  atrophied 
tissues.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  ch)sest  examination,  aided  by 
palpation  with  the  finger,  has  led  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
present  either  a  case  of  absorption  of  the  connective  tissue  be- 
tween the  pharynx  and  cervical  vertebra^,  as  well  as  of  the 
muscular  tissue  itself,  or  else  a  congenital  prominence  of  one 
side  of  the  spinal  column.  In  addition  to  tliis  striated  appear- 
ance of  the  jK)sterior  pharyngeal  wall,  the  parts  may  be  stud- 
ded with  hypertrophied  glands,  intact  or  in  i)rocess  of  ulcera- 
tion, and  accompanied  with  either  a  sound  or  eroded  condition 
of  the  intervening:  tissue. 

Impairment  of  hearing  is  at  times  an  attendant  upon 
chronic  follicular  pharyngitis,  and  this  impairment  is  sometimes 
of  a  permanent  character.  Disease  of  the  pharyngeal  mucous 
membrane  is,  in  fact,  a  very  fre(pient  cause  of  disease  of  the 
organ  of  hearing,  especially  of  disease  of  the  middle  ear,  which 
very  often  has  its  origin  in  a  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  naso- 
pharyngeal mucous  membrane.  The  lower  portion  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane  lining  the  Eustachian  tube,  l)eing  continuous 
with  the  nnicous  membrane  of  the  pharjnx,  without  any  line 
of  demarcation,  is  very  apt  to  take  i)art  in  inflammatory  affec- 
tions of  the  pharynx,  especially  when  occupying  that  portion  in 
pn^ximity  to  tlie  orifice  of  the  tube.  Every  inflammation  occur- 
ring in  this  way  is  apt  to  be  propagated  along  the  tube,  and  thus 
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to  aflfect  the  structures  of  the  middle  ear.  When  there  is 
chronic  thickening  of  these  parts,  or  even  of  the  soft  palate, 
the  free  opening  of  the  Eustachian  tube  may  be  so  pressed  upon 
as  to  exclude  the  access  of  air  into  the  interior  of  the  middle 
ear,  and  thus  lead  to  disease  as  a  result  of  simple  mechanical 
obstruction,  without  any  active  ))articipation  whatever  in  the 
disease  of  the  pharynx.  And  even  when  the  soft  palate  is  not 
affected  in  this  manner,  the  i)osterior  palatine  arch  may  be 
pushed  backwards  by  an  enlarged  tonsil  in  such  manner  as  to 
produce  a  similar  occlusion  of  the  oriiice  of  the  tube.  The  re- 
lations of  the  pharynx,  the  palate,  and  its  posterior  arch  to  the 
pharyngeal  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube  may  be  well  studied 
in  the  representations  given  t>f  rhinoscopic  images. 

The  Eustachian  tube,  as  it  were,  pushes  through  the  ix>sterior 
p<jrtion  of  the  lateral  wall  of  the  j^harynx  for  the  distance  of  a 
centimetre  or  a  centimetre  and  a  half,  just  in  front  of  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  }>harvnx,  leaving  a  soi-t  of  recess  between 
its  posterior  nuirgin  and  the  junction  of  the  posterior  and  lateral 
walls  of  the  ]»luirynx,  known  anatomically  as  the  recessus  pha- 
ryngis  lateralis,  or  fossa  of  liosenmiiller,  the  depth  of  which 
therefore  dc[)cnds  upon  the  length  of  the  tube  ])rojecting  into 
the  pharynx.  This  fossa  is  usually  exceedingly  distinct ;  but  as 
a  result  of  inflammation  of  the  muc^inis  membrane,  adhesions 
take  place  bctw(?cn  the  two  sides  and  produ('e  bands  of  tissue 
which  stret('h  from  one  side  of  the  fossa  to  the  other.  In 
some  cases  the  adhesion  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  continu- 
ous, so  that  the  sulcus  becomes  obliterated,  and  thei*e  is  no 
fossa  of  Rosenmiiller  at  all.  A  similar  obliteration  mav  also 
exist  as  a  result  of  hyj)ertrophy  of  the  glandular  tissue,  ofttimes 
BO  i)rofuse  in  this  situation. 

Inflammation  of  the  ])harvnfi:eal  mucous  membrane  coverinjr 
the  tube  may  be  very  easily  propagated  around  its  edges  into 
the  interior  of  the  tube,  and  thus  lead  to  deposits  and  accumu- 
lations of  mucus  or  lymph  which  by  their  mere  presence,  or 
by  j>ro<lucing  organic  obstruction,  prevent  a  maintenance  of 
due  atmospheric  ))ressure  on  both  sides  of  the  tympanic  mem- 
brane, and  thus  lead  to  im]>airment  of  hearing  from  disease  of 
the  tube  or  of  the  middle  ear  itself. 
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Uneasy  sensations  in  the  throat  exist  ahnost  invariably  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  and  tliey  are  described  by  patients  in 
various  manners.  Some  complain  of  pricking  sensations; 
others  of  a  feeling  as  if  there  were  a  hair  or  a  bristle  that  they 
could  not  get  rid  of ;  many  complain  of  heat  and  burning. 

An  elongated  uvula,  frequently  coexistent  with  chronic  fol- 
licular pharyngitis,  often  gives  rise  to  distressing  symptoms; 
although  there  are  many  ceases  of  considerable  elongation  of 
this  structure,  even  when  it  is  long  enough  to  lie  a  short  dis- 
tance ui)on  the  base  of  tlie  tongue,  which  are  not  at  all  attended 
by  any  of  the  svmptoms  usually  indicative  of  this  condition. 
All  the  ordinary  subjective  sym])toms  of  phtliisis  are  said  to 
have  been  pnxluced  in  many  instances  l)y  a  simple  elongation 
of  the  uvula;  not  only  cough,  but  expec'toration,  and  that  not 
only  mucous  in  character,  but  of  a  purulent,  and  even  a  san- 
guinolent  character;  attended  with  acceleration  of  the  pulse, 
hectic  fever,  and  emaciation.  It  is  likely  that  these  latter  symj)- 
toms  are  not  directlv  attributable  to  the  elonijation  of  the  uvula, 
but  to  the  depressing  mental  effect  of  a  belief  in  tlie  existence 
of  pulmonary  coiismnption  on  the  part  of  the  patient.  This 
elonjratiou,  iu  most  instauces,  does  not  inchide  tlie  nmscular 
structure  of  the  organ,  but  is  liuiited  to  its  miK-ous  membrane 
and  the  sul)mucous  connective  tissue,  which, beinij:  i^reatlv  re- 
laxed,  form  a  sort  of  pouch  tilled  with  a  serous  or  a  ser<>j)lastic 
infiltration  below  the  azvijos  muscle.  Sometimes  the  mucous 
membrane  forms  a  sort  of  thin  caudal  extremitv  attached  to  the 
body  of  the  uvula.  Where  the  muscle  itself  is  the  seat  of  the 
infiltration,  there  is  usually  an  increase  in  the  transverse  portion 
of  the  uvula,  forming  a  condition  of  general  hypertrophy  and 
not  elongation  merely. 

Professijr  (rreen  mentions  a  cfise  in  wlii<jh  an  enlarijed  and 
elongated  uvula  was  over  two  inches  in  length,  and  nearly  half 
an  inch  thick  at  its  largest  diameter. 

A  s[)ecial  form  of  chronic  pharyngitis  attended  by  a  constant 
irritation  in  the  throat,  with  a  feeling  of  dryness,  is  that  to 
which  the  name  i)haryngitis  sicca  has  been  given.  It  is  charac- 
terized by  a  dry  and  glossy  or  highly  polished  ap|>earance  of 
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the  mucous  membrane.  Tlie  mucous  membrane  deprived  of 
its  complement  of  moisture  becomes  an  exceedingly  thin  layer, 
and  enables  us  to  perceive  the  striae  of  the  constrictor  mus- 
cles beneath  it. 

Particles  of  dust  from  the  street  or  workshop  are  apt  to  ac- 
cumulate on  this  dry  glossy  membrane,  and  as  there  is  no 
secretion  present  to  assist  in  their  dislodgement,  they  become 
constant  sources  of  irritation. 

This  condition  is  rarely  met  with  in  young  people,  but  often 
exists  in  middle  adult  life,  and  still  more  frequently  in  elderly 
subjects. 

Great  relief  is  obtained  by  supplying  to  the  parts  that  mois- 
ture in  which  they  are  deficient.  This  is  to  be  done  by  the 
internal  administration  of  remedies  which  excite  the  secretion 
from  mucous  membrane :  such  as  cubebs,  and  other  articles  of 
its  class ;  muriate  of  ammonia  in  small  doses ;  iodide  of  potas- 
sium when  not  contra-indicated.  The  frequent  inhalation  of 
the  steam  from  hot  water  will  moisten  the  parts,  and  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  invite  the  local  action  of  the  systemic  remedy ;  a 
process  which  is  assisted  still  further  by  the  frequent  topical 
application  of  glycerine. 

The  treatment  of  chronic  follicular  pharjmgitis  is  not  always 
as  successful  as  one  would  expect.  Tliis  arises  in  part  from 
the  fact  that  the  affection  is  rarely  severe  enough  to  induce  the 
patient  to  follow  strictly  the  advice  of  his  physician.  The  affec- 
tion, being  eminently  a  chronic  one,  requires  chronic  treatment, 
and  this  the  patient  is  unwilling  to  submit  to.  Again,  inasnnich 
as  the*  general  health  is  often  unimpaired,  that  is,  as  far  as 
ability  to  continue  at  one's  employment  is  concerned,  avoidance 
of  exposure  to  the  causes  of  the  affection  cannot  be  secured. 
This  is  especially  the  case  with  those  who  gain  their  livelihood 
in  great  measure  by  tlie  exercise  of  the  voice.  It  is  only  when 
totally  incapacitated  for  work  that  they  submit  to  treatment, 
and  then  the  mental  depression  under  wliich  they  labor  places  a 
fresh  impediment  in  the  path  of  cure. 

Constitutional  and  local  treatment  are  both  required  in  these 
cases.     The  functions  of  the  skin,  bowels,  and  other  organs  must 
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be  maintained  in  as  normal  a  condition  as  possible,  by  attention 
to  cleaidiness,  clothing,  diet,  and  tempei-ature ;  and  when  hy- 
gienic observances  are  insufficient,  medicinal  agents  are  to  be 
resorted  to  for  the  purpose.  Placidity  of  mind  is  an  impoi-tant 
feature  in  the  treatment  of  clergymen,  vocalists,  and  public 
speakei's.  Tonics,  such  as  iron  and  quinine,  are  often  required; 
and  very  often  much  benefit  will  result  from  the  employment 
of  phosphoric  acid  or  some  of  its  compounds.  I  have  found 
phosphoric  acid  a  remedy  often  equal  to  the  control  of  nervous 
depres?sion,  and  not  infrequently  a  promoter  of  tlie  appetite  and 
digestion.  The  acid  phosphate  liquor  prepared  by  lioi-sford 
has  been  very  satisfactory  in  my  hands  for  this  puri)ose,  and  I 
have  prescribed  it  frequently  during  the  last  two  years.  It  is 
administered  once  or  twice  a  day  in  teaspoonful  doses, dissolved 
in  a  large  goblet  of  water  and  sweetened  to  the  taste.  It  forms 
a  palatable  acidulous  drink,  nnich  relished  by  many  patients ; 
and  its  beneficial  effects  usually  show  themselves  within  a  fort- 
night. 

Local  treatment  seems,  in  most  cases,  absolutely  necessary  to 
effect  riddance  of  the  local  trouble.  Sometimes  the  effects  are 
very  prompt,  and  sometimes  they  are  very  slow.  Even  in  cases 
where  local  treatment  does  not  appear  to  induce  any  diminution 
in  the  size  of  the  enlarged  follicles,  the  benefit  of  the  treatment 
in  the  relief  of  the  subjective  symptoms  is  often  marked.  In 
some  cases  no  treatment  whatever  seems  to  have  any  beneficial 
effect  on  the  symptoms,  subjective  or  objective. 

The  most  favorite  and  fashionable  local  treatment  for  chronic 
follicular  pharyngitis  consists  in  the  topical  application  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver ;  and  although  this  method  is  nmch  derided  by 
souje  authoi-8,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  more  efficacious  than 
any  other  treatment  they  have  suggested  in  substitution.  Much 
depends  upon  the  manner  of  application.  This  should  be  done 
slowly  and  carefully,  and  not  in  the  off-hand  way  in  which  it  is 
so  frecjuently  performed,  gaggiiig  the  patient  and  slopping  it 
over  structures  which  it  was  not  intended  to  touch.  The  pha- 
rynx should  be  washed  out  by  syringe  or  mop  before  the  nitrate 
of  silver  is  applied.  This  detaches  the  clumps  of  mucus  adher- 
ing to  the  mucous  membrane,  and  provides  a  clean  surface  for  the 


172  SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS    OF   THE    PHARYNX. 

dej><>sitioii  of  the  application,  a  very  iiiiiH)rtant  point  which  is 
not  often  attended  to.  The  nitrate  of  silver  is  usnally  applied 
in  solution — a  large  sp(^nge-niop  or  a  brush  being  satui-ated 
with  it — and  then,  after  shaking  off  the  superabundant  liquid, 
swabbed  over  the  parts  as  rapidly  as  possible,  the  tongue  being 
depressed  by  means  of  a  tongue-deprcssor,  the  handle  of  as[X)on, 
or  some  other  contrivani^e.  A  nuu*h  better  plan  is  to  employ  a 
small  hair-peneil,  or  a  very  small  piece  of  soft  sjx>nge,  held  in 
a  pair  of  forcej>s,  and  to  touch  the  hypertrophied  follicles  and 
the  ulcerated  spots,  one  after  another,  gently,  carefully,  and 
eflFectually.  Enough  of  the  fluid  for  the  purpose  will  distribute 
itself  over  the  adjacent  membrane.  To  <lo  tin's  thoroughly  may 
require  several  introductions  of  the  instrument,  a  proceeding 
occupying  a  little  time,  to  be  sure,  but  one  not  so  apt  to  be 
attended  by  gagging  or  spasms  of  suffocation,  and  much  moi*e 
apt  to  be  beneficial  in  its  eflFect.  The  nitrate  of  silver  forms 
with  the  membrane  an  impermeable  coating,  which  not  only 
protects  the  parts  fi-om  the  air,  and  the  secretions  of  the  mouth, 
l)ut  exercises  a  gentle  compression  upon  the  enlarged  follicle. 

A  solution  varvin<i:  fn>m  fortv  to  sixtv  i^rains  to  the  ounce 
nuiy  be  used  in  the  fii-st  instance,  and,  if  deemed  advisable,  its 
strentrth  mav  be  incrrejised  to  one  hundred  and  twentv,  or  even, 
in  some  instancx^s,  four  hundred  and  eighty  grains  to  the  ounce, 
which  represents  a  saturated  solution.  The  stronger  si>lution6, 
as  well  as  the  solid  stick,  are  used  when  it  is  desired  to  produce 
destruction  of  the  tissue,  and  for  this  purpose  must  be  main- 
tained in  contact  for  some  seconds,  and  not  removed  innnedi- 
ately,  as  when  a  mere  antiphlogistic  or  alterative  effect  is  to  be 
pn)duced  on  the  part.  Any  excess  of  the  nitrate  deix)sited  on 
the  part  may  be  removed  by  touching  it  promptly  with  a  solu- 
tion of  table  salt  or  with  milk.  Although  the  applications  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  are  in  the  main  well  borne,  they  sometimes 
produce  a  great  deal  of  distress,  occrasionally  actual  spasm 
of  the  glottis,  even  when  carefully  perfonned,  and  without  any 
possibility  of  a  drop  of  the  fluid  having  fallen  into  the  larynx. 
For  this  rejison  it  is  well,  when  making  an  application  to  the  part^ 
for  the  first  time,  to  test  their  sensibility  by  touching  a  single 
enlarged  follicle,  or  group  of  follicles,  and  then  proceeding  fur- 
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ther  according  to  the  indications.  The  application  is  to  be 
repeated  every  day,  or  every  two,  three,  or  four  days,  as  the  case 
may  seem  to  require. 

AVTien,  after  a  fair  trial  of  two  or  three  weeks,  these  applica- 
tions do  not  seem  to  be  of  any  use,  the  plan  may  be  adopted  of 
splitting  each  follicle  with  the  point  of  the  knife,  and  then  press- 
ing the  edge  of  a  crystal  of  nitrate  of  silver,  finnly  secured, 
between  the  edges  of  the  wound.  In  this  way  we  bring  the  re- 
medy in  direct  contact  with  the  diseased  structure,  and  effect  its 
destruction  or  absoq^tion  more  promptly  than  when  the  appli- 
cation is  made  to  the  mucous  membrane  covering  it. 

The  chloride  of  gold  in  some  instances  fonns  a  good  substitute 
for  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  may  be  tried  when  the  latter  fails. 
It  is  used  in  solution  of  a  strength  varying  from  fifteen  to  sixty 
grains  to  the  ounce. 

Chloride  of  zinc,  iodide  of  zinc,  sulphate  of  zinc,  sulphate  of 
copper,  and  many  other  remedies  have  been  proposed  as  substi- 
tutes for  nitrate  of  silver,  and  they  often  do  good  service;  but 
they  cannot  replace  it  in  the  majority  of  cases. 

In  addition  to  this  local  treatment,  the  projection  upon  the 
parts,  two  or  three  times  a  day,  of  sprays  of  weak  astringent 
solutions,  such  as  alum,  tannin  especially,  sulphates  of  zinc  or 
copper,  acetate  of  lead,  etc.,  do  excellent  service,  keeping  up  an 
astringent  effect  upon  the  tissues. 

In  obstinate  cases,  it  is  often  advisable  to  add  to  the  constitu- 
tional treatment  the  employment  of  iodide  of  potassium,  which 
will  sometimes  have  a  very  satisfactory  effect,  and  this  will  be 
heightened,  in  certain  instances,  by  the  bichloride  of  mercury  in 
small  doses,  even  when  there  is  no  evidence  of  syphilitic  taint, 
and  independently  of  any  condition  of  that  kind. 

The  local  treatment  is  ako  assisted  frequently  by  the  use  of 
blisters,  or  other  counter-irritation,  externally,  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  or  in  front  of  the  larynx. 

For  the  pain  and  local  annoyance,  lozenges  containing  opium, 
hyoscyamus,  conium,  lactucarium,  etc.,  or  chlorate  of  potassa, 
bromide  of  potassium,  muriate  of  ammonia,  and  the  like,  may 
be  allowed  to  dissolve  in  the  mouth  from  time  to  time.  Cho- 
colate forms  a  good  medium  for  the  lozenge. 
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GLANDULAR  HYPERTROPHY   AT  THE   VAULT   OF   THE  PHARYNX. 

The  glandular  tissue  at  the  vault  of  the  pharynx  is  apt  to 
take  on  simple  hypertrophy,  or  to  become  elongated  into  clus- 
ters of  hypertrophied  glands,  which  may  be  designated  as  folli- 
cular vegetations.  The  symptoms  of  this  affection  are  similar 
in  the  main  to  those  attending  a  protracted  coryza,  or  cold  in 
the  head,  except  that  there  is  very  little  discharge  of  mucus 
from  the  nostrils  ;  the  mucus  in  these  cases  being  expectorated 
through  the  mouth.  There  is  more  or  less  imj^ediment  to  free 
nasal  respiration,  compelling  the  patient  at  times  to  keep  the 
mouth  opened  slightly  so  as  to  secure  freedom  of  breathing. 
Occasionally  there  will  be  impossibility  of  sleeping  on  one  side  or 
the  other,  from  stoppage  of  one  of  the  posterior  nasal  openings,  by 
the  dropping  or  falling  over  it  of  these  pendant  vegetations. 
There  will  be  a  feeling  of  fulness  at  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
nares  above  the  palate,  the  sensation  being  that  of  some  foreign 
material,  of  which  the  patient  endeavors  to  rid  himself  by  a  pe- 
culiar stridulous  nasal  inspiration,  so  as  to  drive  the  offending 
body  into  the  throat ;  this  movement  being  followed  by  a  hawk- 
ing and  spitting,  to  eject  whatever  may  have  been  driven  into 
the  pharjTix.  The  expectoration  will  consist  of  lumps  of  mu-i 
cus  more  or  less  thickened,  and  sometimes  streaked  with  blood. 
In  marked  cases  of  the  affection,  there  will  be  a  deficiency  in  the 
enunciation  of  the  nasal  sounds  of  speech,  the  tones  of  i)i  and  n 
sounding  like  those  of  h  and  d.  If  the  disease  has  existed  for 
some  time,  some  disfigurement  in  the  external  confonnation  of 
the  nose  may  have  ensued,  the  upper  portion  of  which  will  be 
compressed  from  side  to  side,  and  the  lower  portion  flattened  from 
before  backwards,  seeming  broader  than  it  really  is  from  the 
contrast  to  the  upper  portion.  In  some  cases  there  is  more  or 
less  impairment  in  hearing,  from  obstruction  of  the  pharjngeal 
orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube.  This  deafness  is  sometimes 
associated  with  tinnitus  aurium.  Sometimes  there  will  be 
spitting  of  blood,  inasmuch  as  the  vegetations  bleed  very 
readily  and  may  be  excited  to  hemorrhage  by  the  movements  of 
hawking. 
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On  looking  into  the  throat,  there  will  usually  be  perceived  more 
or  less  evidence  of  chronic  follicular  pharyngitis,  the  follicles 
being  enlarged  in  elongated  puffy-looking  nuisses ;  and  as  the 
palate  is  raised,  thick  clumps  of  a  greenish-yellow  mucus  will 
often  be  seen  making  their  way  downward  upon  the  posterior 
wall  of  the  pharynx.  Masses  of  this  kind  are  often  hawked 
down  into  the  mouth  and  expectorated.  In  some  instances  tlie  pal- 
ate will  be  found  much  thickened,  especially  on  its  posterior  wall. 

The  existence  of  a  follicular  stnurture  at  the  roof  of  the 
phar}^lx  has  long  been  known.  Prof,  (rreen  speaks  of  it  in  his 
admirable  monograph  on  follicular  disease  of  the  pharyngo- 
laryngeal  membrane  ;  and  many  other  authors  mention  the  ex- 
istence of  a  mass  of  glandular  tissue  in  this  region,  which  is 
described  simply  as  a  chain  of  glands  extending  across  the 
pharjaix  from  one  Eustacliian  outlet  to  the  other.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  tissue,  however,  in  a  pathological  point  of  view 
has  been  fullv  recof^nized  onlv  since  the  intn)duction  of  the 
rhinoscope  as  an  instrument  of  diagnosis ;  and  a  number  of  cases 
are  recorded  bv  Voltolini  and  others  in  which  the  disease  under 
consideration  was  unexi)ectedly  discovered  during  a  rhinoscopic 
examination,  either  for  disease  of  the  naBo-pharyngeal  region, 
or  for  disea.se  of  the  ear  affecting  the  Eustat'hian  tubes.  In 
some  instances  the  condition  was  discovered  while  employing 
the  rhinoscope  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  jJiaryngeal  orifices 
of  the  Eustachian  tube,  for  the  purjx)se  of  verifying  or  assisting 
the  introduction  of  the  Eustachian  catheter. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the 
almost  univereal  want  of  a  description  of  this  region  in  our 
works  on  anatomy,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  out  of 
place  to  present  such  an  anatomical  description  here.  A  very 
good  account  by  Prof.  Ch.  Robin  wall  be  found  in  the  Diction' 
7iaire  d^  tixedecine  of  Nysten,  11th  (1855)  and  subsequent  edi- 
tions, under  the  article  jf>Aary/?j?. 

The  best  description,  however,  is  given  by  Prof.  Lusclika,* 
who  has  recentlv  added  some  new  observations'  which  we  trans- 


I  Der  Schlandkopf  der  Menschen.     4to.   Tubingen,  1868. 
'  Sur  le  tiHBU  ad^noidc  de  la  parte  nasale  du  phar}'nx  de  rhomme. — JiAirnal 
de  VAnat,  et  deUi  Physiol.^  1809.    No.  3.     May  and  June,  p.  22o. 
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late  for  the  benefit  of  our  leaders,  in  the  absence  of  any  other 
published  account  of  it  in  tlie  vernacular. 

"As  the  nasal  jH>rti()n  of  the  human  phar}nx  is  now  capable 
of  exjxwure  to  ocular  inspection  during  life,  an  exact  actquaint- 
ance  with  tlie  normal  condition  of  the  walls  of  the  pharyngo- 
nasal  space  has  become  indispensable. 

"Not  onlv  has  our  knowledjre  of  this  region  been  hitherto  verv 
inn)erfect,  but  it  has  even  been  impossible  to  establish  an  ac- 
cord between  the  diverse  opinions  maintained,  especially  as  re- 
gards the  nature  of  its  texture.  In  the  majority  of  ti*eatises  and 
manuals  of  anatomy,  the  general  configuration  of  the  superior 
surface  of  the  vault  of  the  pharynx  itself  is  either  not  descTibed 
at  all,  or  else  but  verv  mea^crelv ;  authoi^s  c()ntentin<j  themselves 
by  repeating,  after  IlosenmuUer,  that  behind  the  pharyngeal 
orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  the  mucous  membrane  forms  a 
depression  of  a  greater  or  less  depth. 

"  In  view  of  the  inaccessibilitv  of  this  rei^ion,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  so  few  facts  are  known  relative  to  its  patho- 
lomcal  modifications. 

"  In  certain  maladies  which,  as  diphtheria,  extend  so  readily 
from  the  tissues  of  the  fauces  to  those  of  the  nasal  fossa>,  there 
is  strong  presumption  that  the  adenoid  substance  of  the  vault 
of  tlie  pharynx  is  attacked  not  less  than  that  of  the  tonsils. 

"  For  the  prosecution  of  researclies  of  this  nature,  a  method  of 
examination  is  required  which  shall  permit  a  complete  explora- 
tion of  the  fully  exp(^ed  vault  of  the  pharynx,  without  too  great 
a  nmtilation  of  the  cadaver,  which  is  rarely  abandoned  to  the 
full  dis}K.>sition  of  the  pmctitioner.  The  most  expeditious  pro- 
cedure, entailing  lejist  injury  to  the  cadaver,  is,  according  to  my 
experience,  as  follows : — 

"  An  incision  is  made  under  the  jaw,  from  the  lobule  of  one 
ear  to  the  other ;  the  soft  parts  are  detached  f i-om  the  inferior 
maxilla  ;  and  then,  after  disarticulation  of  this  bone,  the  tissues 
fonning  the  floor  of  the  buccal  cavity  are  separated  and  re- 
moved, together  with  the  palate  and  adjacent  segments  of  the 
septum  of  the  nasal  fcjssse.' 

I  Hubert  von  Luschka.  Ber  ScMundkopf  des  Menseheiu  TttbingeD,  1868, 
4io.  p.  4  ^  $eq.^  pi.  L  ad  xii 
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"  Tlie  internal  surface  of  the  vault  of  the  pharjiix  thus  exposed 
is  usually  coated  with  a  glutinous  mucus,  wliich  it  is  necessary 
to  remove  in  order  to  gain  a  true  conception  of  the  nature  of 
the  tissues. 

"  Although  the  inequality  c»f  the  grayish  or  brownish-red  sur- 
face is  at  once  remarked,  it  is  not  until  after  hardening  by  pro- 
longed immersion  in  alcohol,  or  chromic  acid,  that,  having  ex- 
amined in  all  their  details  the  peculiarities  of  the  exterior  forms, 
we  can  appreciate  with  exactness  the  recent  condition. 

"  By  means  of  these  preparations  we  can  distinguish  the  defi- 
nite limit  which  separates  the  extremity  of  the  roof  of  the  nasal 
cavity  from  the  vault  of  the  pharynx  to  which  it  is  united. 
Most  frequently  this  line  of  separation  is  a  distinct  notch  or  fur- 
row, behind  which  the  substance  of  the  pharj'ngeal  vault  inclines 
downwards,  passing  the  roof  of  the  nasal  cavity  to  a  variable 
distance,  the  maximmn  being  4^^  millimetres ;  a  sort  of  rampart 
thus  forming  a  separating  line  between  these  two  neighboring 
cavities. 

"  The  adenoid  substance  of  the  nasal  portion  of  the  pharynx 
extends  with  a  uniform  aspect  to  the  middle  of  the  border  of 
tlie  great  occipital  foramen ;  it  descends  even  as  far  as  the  re- 
gion of  the  anterior  arc  of  the  atlas,  where  it  tenninates,  some- 
times in  the  form  of  an  uneven  irregular  line,  forming  more  or 
less  of  a  prominence  ujxm  the  adjacent  structures,  sometimea 
resolving  into  isolated  follicles,  and  becoming  insensibly  merged 
into  these  structures. 

"On  the  sides,  the  adenoid  substance  extends  towards  the 
orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tubes,  and  forms  with  the  posterior 
reflexion  of  its  circumference  a  fissure  of  greater  or  less  depth, 
recessus,  seu  lacuna  pharynffhy  or  fossa  of  Kosenmiiller 
(Fig.  37 — 6),  which  joins,  al)ove,  the  sort  of  rampart  of  which 
we  have  spoken,  and  is  continuous  below  with  the  furrow  or 
notch  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  posterior  and  lateral  wall& 
of  the  pharynx. 

"  This  recessus  pharyngis^  arising  from  the  projection  of  the- 

Eustatihian  tube  in  the  cavitv  of  the  phan'nx  (the  maximum  of 

its  depth,  which  diminishes  successively  above  as  below,   not 

exceeding  a  depth  of  1^  centimetre),  corresponds  to  the  length* 
12 
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of  that  portion  of  the  cartilage  of  the  tiibe  covered  by  the  pharyn- 
geal mucous  membrane.  Frequently  this  recess  is  not  uniii- 
terrnpted  in  its  entire  length, 
but  is  divided  by  bridges 
formed  of  mucous  membrane, 
and  uuitiug  the  poeterior  wall 
of  the  nasal  portion  of  the 
pharynx  to  the  neighboring 
reflexion  of  the  pharj-ngeal 
orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube 
'n-hich  faces  it.  The  more  nn- 
merous  these  junctions,  the 
more  does  the  adenoid  tissue 
cover  this  portion  of  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  tube,  the 
polish  of  which  disappears; 
there  is  uo  longer  a  distinct 
limit  to  the  adjaceut  tissues, 
BO  that  the  recessus  pharyugis 
may  be  entirely  wanting. 

"  The  free  surface  of  the 
nasal  portion  of  the  pharynx, 
extending  between  theoriiSces 
of  the  two  Eustachian  tubes 
and  descending  from  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  nasal  caWtiee  to 
the  anterior  border  of  the  great  occipital  foramen,  does  not  al- 
ways present  the  same  aspect,  even  in  normal  conditions.  In  a 
very  few  instances  we  see  the  surface  delicately  crossed  by  deep 
clefts  longitudinally  directed,  forming  leaves  separated  by  these 
clefts,  or  projecting  ridges  which  reunite  in  part  by  the  formation 
of  a  sort  of  network.  Most  frequently  we  observe  a  mamelono- 
ted  surface  interrupted  by  short  fissures,  often  irregular,  and 
varying  in  number  and  position.  Whether  we  have  the  one 
tj-pe  or  the  other,  the  free  surfaces,  ae  well  as  those  bordering 
upon  the  clefts,  are  studded  with  innumerable  white  nodosities, 
hardly  of  the  size  of  a  poppy-seed.  These  are  the  follicles  of 
the  adenoid  substance,  and  present  a  fine  glandulous  appear^ 
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ance.  We  observe,  in  addition,  a  great  number  of  round  pores, 
formed  in  part  by  the  isolated  follicles  of  the  depressed  mucous 
membrane  and  in  part,  and  principally,  by  the  mouths  of  so 
many  acinous  glands. 

"  Almost  always  a  much  larger  orifice  is  noticed  in  the  region 
of  the  adenoid  tissue,  and  it  is  situated  at  the  inferior  limit  of 
its  median  line  (Fig.  37 — 5).  It  is  sometimes  circular,  and  its 
diameter  is  that  of  a  pin-head ;  sometimes  it  appears  larger, 
and  is  not  often  defined,  except  above,  by  a  more  or  less  distinct 
border.  This  opening  represents  the  entrance  of  an  appendix 
of  the  vault  of  the  pharynx,  in  the  form  of  a  pouch,  oblong, 
ha\nng  a  maximmn  length  of  1^  centimetre,  and  6  millimetres 
in  breadth,  which,  joined  by  a  cushion  of  loose  cellular  tissue 
to  the  adenoid  substance,  rises  behind  it  towards  the  body  of 
the  occipital  bone,  where  it  tenninates  by  a  narrow  extremity, 
sometimes  pointed,  penetrating  the  external  fibrous  element 
of  this  bone.  At  its  posterior  portion  this  pouch  is  ordinarily 
enveloped  by  acinous  glands. 

"  Sometimes  its  sides  are  surrounded  by  a  muscle,  arising  by 
a  flat  tendon  of  fibrous  tissue  from  the  inferior  surface  of  the 
basilar  apophysis.  This  muscle,  which  exists  only  exceptionally, 
may  be  considered  as  the  superior  bundle  of  the  cephalo-pharyn- 
geal  muscle ;  a  bundle  enveloping  in  the  form  of  a  knot  the 
lateral  portions  of  the  vault  of  the  pharynx.  The  lateral  extrem- 
ity of  the  cephalo-pharyngeal  muscle  arises  within  the  Eustachian 
tube,  towards  the  root  of  the  internal  plate  of  the  pterygoid 
apophysis. 

"It  was  in  certain  mammifers  (horse?  Tr.)  provided  with  this 
appendix  of  tlie  vault  of  the  pharjnx,  that  F.  J.  C.  Mayer  ob- 
served it  for  the  first  time ;  and  he  gave  it  the  name  of  the 
p/uiryngeal  bursa, 

"  We  often  notice  on  the  external  face  of  the  body  of  the  oc- 
cipital bone,  in  front  of  the  pharjTigeal  tubercle,  a  little  fossa 
corresponding  to  the  superior  extremity  of  the  appendix ;  and 
which,  upon  a  cranium  of  a  Bushwoman  which  is  before  me,  has 
a  depth  of  several  millimetres,  and  is  prolonged  anteriorly  under 
the  form  of  a  gutter.  T.  II.  Tourtal  has  also  observed,  upon 
the  craniums  of  a  Bushman  and  a  Caffray,  the  exceptional 
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development  of  this  fossette,  the  impriDt  of  the  pharyngeal 
bursa. 

''  The  wall  of  the  pharyngeal  bursa  (Fig.  3S),  fonned  especially 
of  adenoid  substance,  has  a  thickness  varying  from  ^  to  1^  milli- 
metre; its  mucous  membrane  is  not  generally  imifonn,  but  pro- 
vided with  irregular  projecting  tubercles,  and  folded  in  longi- 
tudinal plaits.  Sometimes  the  contracted  superior  extremities 
become  stmnirulated,  and  transformed  into  a  cyst.  In  one  case 
that  I  observed,  this  strangulation  was  repeated  several  times, 
gi\nng  a  knotted  aspect  to  the  pharjiigeal  bui*8a.  This  modifi- 
cation recalls  the  irregularly  interrupted  obliteration  of  the 
vaginal  timic  of  the  peritonaeum,  producing  cystic  hydi-ocele  of 
the  s|>ermatic  cord ;  it  also  recalls  the  swellings  of  the  median 
ligament  of  the  bladder  remaining  attached  to  the  urachus,  and 
of  which  a  portion  is  normally  free  for  a  certain  length.  It  is 
not  doubtful  that  this  appendix  is  but  a  fa'tal  relic  without 
functional  impoitance,  a  condition  also  indicated  by  the  pos- 
sibility of  its  absence,  and  by  the  variability  of  its  dimensions. 
It  is  continnative  of  the  hypothesis  of  Rathke,  that  the  glandular 
lobe  of  the  pituitary  body  is  especially  produced  through  a 
strangulation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx ;  and  we 
may  the  k\^  rest  our  hyjwthesis  on  the  genetic  relation  of  the 
pharyngeal  bursa  to  the  pituitary  boily,  inasnuich  as  I  have  de- 
monstrated in  the  foetus  the  existence  of  this  excavation,  which 
is  developed  by  grewth  at  a  later  date.'  Thus  we  negative 
absolutely  the  <]nestion  pi-oponnded  by  Tourtal : — as  to  whether 
there  is  not  some  relation  between  the  pharyngeal  bursa  and  the 
development  of  the  cavity  of  the  sphenoid  bone. 

"The  opinions  of  anatcmiists  upon  the  structure  of  the  waUs 
of  tlie  vault  of  the phnrynx  are  divided.  Some  admit  the  pre- 
sence of  a  conglobate  glandular  substance,  and  othei*s  deny  it. 
Wliile  K(>lliker  finds,  in  accordance  with  I^cauchie,  a  glandular 
mass  having  the  structure  of  the  tonsils,  at  the  place  where  the 
pharynx  attaches  itself  to  the  base  of  the  cranium,  Ilenle  affirms 
tliat  he  has  but  rarely  found  some  small  flattened  depressions  at 
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the  Buperior  iwrtion  of  tlie  pharj'iix  of  an  aspect  analogous  to 
that  which  the  follicles  of  the  iitteetine  pi-eseiit  wlicii  they  have 
been  deetrojed.  But  thi3  ob- 
server was  unable  to  find  a  con- 
globated glandular  enhstiiice, 
either  in  the  walls  <  f  these  de 
preBsions  or  al>out  the  exca^a 
tions  proper  to  the  vault  of  the 
phaiynx 

"In  Mew  of  this  contro^eroy 
between  celebrated  anat«  mi^.ts 
upon  BO  unprrtaiit  a  pcint  and 
m  consideration  of  the  \ariablo 
forms  under  which  this  substance 
IS  produced  in  the  \arioiie  re 
pons  of  the  bodv  I  deemed  it 
my  dut>  to  extend  m>  yereonal 
researches  o>er  a  great  iminlicr 
of  cadavers  procured  from  in- 
dividuals of  different  ages.  I  ar- 
rived, in  every  case,  to  the  one  re- 
sult: in  complete  opjHisition  to  the 

opinion  of  llenle.     I  invaiiably  ''       ~" '"* 

fomid  a  large  conglobated  glandular  mass,  attaining  a  niaxiniuni 
thickness  of  8  millimetres,  and  extending  between  the  orifices 
of  the  Eustachian  tubes,  with  a  medium  length  of  3  centimetres, 
departing  from  the  ]>osterior  extremity  of  the  roof  of  the  nasal 
cavity.  Tliis  glandular  substance,  B()ft  and  spongy,  is  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  solid  cartilaginoHs  tissue  which  unites 
tlie  pharynx  to  the  base  of  the  craninm,  that  it  is  almost  im- 
jxjssible  to  separate  them  distinctly.  It  is  not  possible  to  isolate 
the  mucous  membrane,  the  tissue  of  which  loses  itself  without 
intermption  in  the  connective  reticular  substance ;  and  it  is,  al- 
most to  the  verj'  surface,  so  infiltrated  with  cellules  similar  to 
the  lymjihatic  coqiuscles,  that  it  seems  to  be  nothing  else  than 
a  thin  limiting  stnicture  surmounted  with  flat  pa]>nles  hardly 
perceptible,  and  covered  with  lengthened  vibratile  iiellnles. 

"  The  greater  portion  of  tlie  glandular  tissue  is  fonned  either  of 
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leaves  separated  by  deep  clefts,  or  of  round  pockets,  more  or  less 
distinct,  with  walls  of  the  medium  thickness  of  1  millimetre, 
embracing  cavities  lined  with  vibratile  epithelium,  in  which  the 
mucous  membrane  prolongs  itself  through  relatively  straight 
openings.  Tliese  round  pockets,  produced  by  the  penetration  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  and  attaining  to  the  size  of  a  pea,  are  in 
part  separated  by  thin  layers  of  the  ordinary  iibrous  cx>nnective 
tissue,  which  makes  them  in  some  sort  isolable ;  in  part^especiaUy 
towards  the  surface,  they  become  lost  in  one  another  without 
interruption,  so  that  the  conglobated  glandular  substance  of  their 
walls  appears  continuous,  and  penetrated  by  an  irregular  system 
of  cavities,  tenninating  by  numerous  openings  in  the  free  sur- 
face of  the  mucous  membrane.  Under  both  conditions  we  have 
alwavs  a  svstem  of  thin  cordons,  united  to  each  other  in  the 
fonn  of  a  network,  in  the  meshes  of  which  are  found  elements 
similar  to  the  lymphatic  corpuscles,  and  in  such  abundance  that 
they  conceal  everything  else. 

^'  In  this  substance,  constituted  as  it  may  be,  as  the  analogous 
substance  of  the  lymphatic  apparatus  called  after  His  'ade- 
noid tissue,'  or  w^ith  Ilenle, '  conglobated  glandular  substance,' 
are  found  small  nodosities  of  the  same  nature  as  the  solitary 
follicles  of  the  intestine,  and  identical  with  them  under  all 
relations.  Tliese  nodosities,  of  variable  quantity,  but  never 
absent,  are  softer  than  the  rest  of  the  substance,  and  are  dis- 
tinguished in  the  recent  state  by  a  whitish  color.  Their  size  is 
variable ;  normally  they  do  not  surj^ass  that  of  a  poppynseed  ; 
but  under  an  abnormal  influence,  the  increase  of  size  may  be 
very  great.  They  show  themselves  intact  at  the  surface  of  the 
vault  of  the  pharynx,  and  if  they  are  sufliciently  nmnerous, 
they  give  it  a  granular  appearance.  In  a  section  of  a  hard- 
ened preparation,  showing  most  clearly  the  separation  of  the 
isolated  pockets,  the  disposition  of  these  nodosities  may  be 
readily  seen  in  the  walls  of  these  pockets,  as  well  as  the  promi- 
nence of  a  certain  number  towards  the  cavities  of  these  last, 
where  they  advance  more  or  less  deeply,  under  the  form  of 
rounded  eminences. 

"  Like  the  solitary  glands  of  the  intestine,  these  nodosities  are 
not  distinctly  separated  by  the  eye  from  the  surrounding  tissues. 
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In  fact  they  do  not  appear  in  their  extent,  except  bound  to  the 
cellular  network  by  some  thickenings  of  this  tissue.  But  their 
fundamental  tissue  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  neighboring 
structures,  a  network  continuous  with  the  ambient  portions,  and 
which  becomes  more  delicate  as  it  embraces  the  larger  meshes, 
and  approaches  more  to  the  centre.  Towards  the  middle  the 
network  is  most  frequently  lost  entirely,  in  such  fashion  as  to 
produce  a  sort  of  common  central  space. 

"  In  general,  the  little  vessels  sustained  by  the  network  do  not 
extend,  as  it  were,  to  the  woof,  but  become  inflected  towards 
the  centre,  and  are  most  frequently  sinuous.  It  sometimes 
occurs,  however,  that  the  capillaries,  imited  among  themselves 
in  the  form  of  a  reticulum,  penetrate  the  space  left  free  by  the 
netw^ork.  This  network  consists  of  colonnettes  of  greater  or 
lesser  size,  pai-tly  in  continuation  with  the  external  tunic  of  the 
vessels,  the  relations  of  which  cannot  be  distinguished  except 
in  preparations  hardened  in  absolute  alcohol ;  and  a  certain 
number  of  these  colonnettes  unite  to  form  a  knot,  sometimes 
dilated.  Tliough  recognizing  that  the  filaments  of  cellular 
tissue  are  the  principal  constituent  elements  of  these  nodosities, 
it  is  also  necessary  to  remark  that  tliere  enter  into  their  fonna- 
tion  cellular  elements,  the  prolongations  of  which  penetrate 
into  the  woof  of  the  reticulum.  I  am  not  at  present  prepared 
to  pronounce  upon  the  primitive  disposition  of  the  reticulum  of 
the  adenoid  substance  of  the  pharynx,  and  to  say  whether  it 
represents,  or  to  what  extent  it  represents,  a  pure  cellular  net- 
work, such  as  it  would  seem  to  be  with  tlie  IjTnphatic  glands, 
according  to  the  recent  embrj^ological  researches  of  E.  Sertoli 
upon  the  development  of  these  organs. 

"  The  reticulum  of  the  follicles  in  the  walls  of  the  glandular 
pouches  of  the  pharynx  is  infiltrated  with  elements  which,  by 
their  size,  their  form,  their  reaction,  resemble  the  lymph  corpus- 
cles. Their  exaggerated  increase  may,  if  they  coincide  with 
the  disappearance  of  the  fibrous  support,  give  rise  to  the  pro- 
duction of  pouches  of  a  greater  extent,  of  which  the  contents, 
sometimes  presenting  the  consistence  and  color  of  a  caseous 
substance,  at  times  evince  a  colloid  degeneration.  Tlie  disap- 
pearance of  the  conglobated  glandular  substance  is  frequently 
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the  left  side  of  the  pharynx,  seen  less  distinctly  upon  the  right, 
ie  the  lower  portion  of  the  salpingo-pharj-ngeiiB  muscle,  whieli, 
arising  from  the  posterior  and  c»rtilaginoiis  portion  of  the 
tube,  descends  to  the  sides  of  the  pharJ^lx.    The  action  of  all 
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the  pharyngeal  and  palatine  mnscles,  including  the  ]>osterior 
portion  of  the  levator  veli,  the  reflection  of  which  forms  tlie 
anterior  and  muscular  portion  of  the  Eustachian  orifice,  was 
also  beautifully  exhibited  in  tliis  interesting  case. 

In  the  next  drawing  the  cheek  of  the  patient  has  been  drawn 
to  one  side,eo  as  to  permit  a  furtlier  view  into  the  cavity  of  the 
pharynx  on  the  op^Ksite  side,  revealing  the  entire  pliaryngeal 
extremity  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  the  whole  of  its  oriflce. 
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This  drawing  was  also  touched  up  by  Dr.  Packard  before  I 
finally  submitted  to  the  engraver. 


This  case  is  the  one  operated  upon  by  splitting  the  edges  of 
the  cleft  instead  of  paring  them,  already  referred  to  under  the 
head  of  cleft  palate. 

It  will  be  seen  in  the  drawings,  tliat  the  tissue  in  this  instance 
is  arranged  symmetrically  on  either  side,  in  the  form  of  five  or 
six  elongated  club-shaped  lobes  on  each  side,  with  the  bases 
upwards  and  outwards,  and  the  narrower  extensions  running 
downwards,  and  inwards  towards  each  other,  the  clefts  or  lines 
of  separation  between  these  lobes  being  distinctly  marked  and 
running  togetlier  to  form  a  median  cleft  of  greater  depth  and 
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width.  The  entire  mass  was  of  a  brilliant  red  c<)lor,  similar  to 
that  of  vascular  mucous  membrane.  The  dividing  spaces  or 
clefts  were  occupied  by  a  slightly  opalescent  fluid,  secreted 
from  the  glands;  and  where  the  diflferent  streams  joined  in  the 
central  cleft  and  ran  down  the  posterior  portion  of  the  struc- 
ture, the  opalescence  was  marked  and  milky  in  appearance. 
On  removing  this  secretion  with  a  sponge,  the  adjacent  surfaces 
of  the  lobes  were  seen  to  have  a  slightly  wrinkled  aspect, 
as  if  minutely  furrowed,  and  the  bottoms  of  the  clefts  were 
of  the  same  color  as  the  lobes.  The  secretion  reaccumulated 
under  the  eye  with  great  rapidity.  The  appearance  bears  a 
striking  resemblance  to  tliat  described  by  Luschka  from  ob- 
servations upon  the  dead  subject ;  but  there  was  no  vestige  to 
be  seen,  even  with  the  aid  of  a  magnifying  lens,  of  any  central 
depression  or  pit  marking  the  orifice  of  the  pharyngeal  bursa. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  we  have  in  this  case  a 
marked  exemplification,  in  situ,  of  this  adenoid  or  glandular 
tissue  of  the  nasal  portion  of  the  pharjnx ;  but  evidently  in  a 
slight  state  of  hypertrophy  from  the  local  irritation  to  which  it 
has  been  subjected,  during  the  whole  life  of  the  patient,  on 
account  of  its  exposed  situation.  It  will  be  an  interesting 
source  of  supplemental  observation  to  watch,  with  the  rhino- 
scope,  for  the  retrocession  of  this  structure  to  its  nonnal  dimen- 
sions, following  the  closure  of  the  cleft  in  the  palate. 

Although  the  presence  of  this  structure, — this  "  pharyngeal 
tonsil "  as  it  has  been  not  inaptly  termed, — has  been  discerned 
frequently  upon  rhinoscopic  examination  of  the  healthy  sub- 
ject, it  cannot  by  any  means  be  distinguished  in  all  cases ;  but 
experience  teaches  me  that  if  always  hunted  for  it  will  be 
frequently  recognized,  even  though  there  may  be  at  first  only 
doubtful  evidence  of  its  presence.  It  is  not  always  recogniz- 
able in  cases  of  cleft-palate.  In  one  or  two  cases  of  this  kind, 
in  which  I  looked  for  it  again  and  again  by  reflected  light,  I 
could  not  convince  myself  of  any  manifestation  of  its  appear- 
ance. I  have  frequently  observed  it,  however,  in  the  rhinoscopic 
image,  and  have  distinctly  recognized,  in  a  few  instances,  the 
central  depression  of  the  phar}^ngeal  bursa. 

As  a  usual  thing  no  distinct  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
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nasal  portion  of  tlie  pharjnx  and  the  vault  of  the  pharjnx  can 
be  recognized,  the  parts  merging  into  each  other  by  a  smooth 
nninterrupted  surface;  but  sometimes  a  deep  furrow  is  dis- 
tinctly seen  in  this  situation,  separating  these  two  jx>rtion8  of 
the  pharj-ngeal  cavity.  In  one  case  of  tliis  kind,  recently 
under  the  author's  treatment,  not  only  was  this  furrow  well 
marked,  but  it  was  crossed  on  eitlier  side  of  the  middle  line, 
just  al)ove  the  roof  of  the  nasal  openings,  by  several  delicate 
bands  of  tissue,  similar  in  appearance  to  those  bands  so  often 
seen  crossing  tlie  fossa  of  Rosenmiiller — a  condition  also  existing 
in  the  case  referred  to.  This  patient  applied  for  relief  from 
an  annoyance  of  many  years'  duration,  the  principal  symptom 
of  which  was  a  constant  dropping  of  mucus  hx>ni  the  posterior 
nasal  region  into  the  throat ;  sometimes  entering  the  larynx  and 
inducing  cough.  A  rhinoscopic  examination  revealed  the  con- 
dition of  parts  just  described,  as  well  as  the  existence  of  a  fim- 
briated elongation  of  some  of  the  follicles  composing  the  glan- 
dular mass  at  the  vault  of  the  j)har}nix.  The  parts  were  normal 
in  color,  and  the  disease  confined  to  this  locality.  The  secretion 
from  these  glands  accunnilated  on  the  little  bridges  formed  by 
the  bands  of  adhesion,  and  when  collected  into  drops  fell  from 
them  into  the  throat. 

The  treatment  consisted  in  rupturing  these  adliesions  by 
means  of  a  blunt,  catheter-like  metallic  pmbe  passed  behind 
the  palate,  followed  by  the  projection  upon  the  parts  of  a  tole- 
rably strong  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  glycerine  and  water. 

Of  the  fonn  of  affection  under  consideration,  with  the  exist- 
ence of  which  I  have  been  familiar  for  four  or  five  years  only, 
I  have  seen  some  thirty  cases  or  more,  principally  in  adult 
males.  In  some  instances  these  vegetations  exist  in  but  a  slight 
amount ;  but  I  have  frequently  seen  them  studding  the  entire 
vault  of  the  pharynx  from  side  to  side,  hanging  over  the  upper 
margins  of  the  posterior  nasal  orifices,  and  c^nnpletely  hiding 
the  view  of  the  pharyngeal  orifice  of  the  Eustachian  tube ;  and 
as  has  been  the  ciise  with  Yoltolini  and  others,  I  have  discerned 
them  unexpectedly  in  examinations  of  this  region  in  patients 
suffering  from  chronic  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear.  In  some  in- 
stances they  are  said  to  be  so  mimerous  as  to  fill  up  the  entire 
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upper  cavity  of  the  pharynx,  and  to  give  to  the  finger,  when 
passed  behind  the  velum,  the  sensation  of  bunches  of  earth- 
worms. I  have  never  met  with  them  in  anything  like  this  pro- 
fusion. Dr.  William  Meyer,  of  Copenhagen,  has  described  this 
affection  in  an  elaborate  article  entitled  "  Adenoid  Vegetations 
in  the  Naso-pharyngeal  Cavitj';"*  his  attention  having  been 
first  called  to  it  as  the  cause  of  tlie  defect  in  speech,  mentioned 
in  the  early  part  of  this  article  as  one  of  the  s^^nptoms  of  the 
affection.  He  states  that  he  has  met  with  102  cases  of  the 
disease  in  his  private  practice  within  a  period  of  eighteen 
months  after  his  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  disease  in 
his  first  case — a  remarkable  number,  certainly ;  for  before  the 
perusal  of  his  article  I  was  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the  affec- 
tion was  an  infrequent  one,  judging  from  my  own  experience, 
that  of  friends  with  whom  I  had  conversed  on  the  subject,  and 
the  small  number  of  published  cases  on  record.  Dr.  IMeyer 
examined  2,000  children  in  the  public  schools  for  the  poor  in 
Copenhagen,  and  discovered  20  of  them  with  the  peculiar 
defect  of  enunciation  which  he  calls  ^^ dead'^'*  pronunciation^ 
in  all  of  whom  he  met  with  the  existence  of  these  adenoid  vesre- 
tations.  Dr.  Meyer  states  that  he  has  met  them  almost  com- 
pletely filling  up  the  naso-pharyngeal  cavity  behind  the  velum, 
and  giving  to  his  finger  a  sensation  much  like  that  of  a  bunch 
of  earth-worms.  In  fact,  he  depends  upon  his  finger  as  a  means 
of  diagnosis  much  more  than  he  does  upon  the  rhinoscope; 
for  he  states  that  they  are  sometimes  so  extensive  as  to  pre- 
clude the  use  of  this  instrument,  and  that  in  some  instances 
the  velum  is  so  thickened  on  its  posterior  surface  that  it  en- 
croaches too  much  upon  the  cavity  to  admit  the  mirror,  even 
when  the  space  itself  is  not  so  fully  occupied  by  the  vegeta- 
tions. 

These  glandular  enlargements  are  sometimes  flattish  cushions, 
similar  to  the  prominences  seen  in  some  cases  of  follicular 
disease  of  the  middle  and  lower  ^x^rtion  of  the  pharynx.    Some- 


*  JlofqtiUiU  Tidende^  Nov.  4,  and  11,  1808.  Extensively  reviewed  in 
SehmidVs  Jahrb.^  141,  1869,  p.  325.  Communicated  in  English  in  Medico- 
Chirurgical  Transactional  p.  191.     London,  1870.    Illustrated. 
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times  they"  are  cvlindrical,aiid  verj-  often  indeed  fimbriated,  hang- 
ing down  like  irregular  taseellated  fringes. 
(Fig.  41.)  Sometimes  they  are  isolated,  at 
others  in  close  apposition.  They  are  usual- 
I  ly  of  soft  coni-istence  and  bleed  very  freely 
I  on  contact  with  tlie  sponge,  or  even  when 
I  struck  with  a  stream  of  fluid  projected 
upon  them  from  tlie  syringe.  They 
usually  occupy  the  vault  of  the  pharynx, 
an<l  the  sides  of  the  cavity  overhanging 
Bh5»«™p.cvu«ofai«.do.-"ie  cartilaginous  projection  of  the 
vcsnMtioiiistviDitai  Durjtu.  Eustachian  tube,  and  tlie  fossa  of  Itosen- 
niuller.  I  have  never  seen  them  occnpy  tlie  nasal  septum, 
and  Dr.  Meyer  states  tliat  lie  has  never  seen  them  there 
in  his  extensive  experience ;  but  he  states  that  in  some  cases  he 
has  traced  them  down  the  posterior  pillar  of  the  palate  to  the 
level  of  the  tonsil,  and  in  a  few  instances  on  the  upper  surface 
of  the  soft  palate,  and  he  also  mentions  tliat  lie  sometimes  finds 
tliese  growths  hard  as  well  as  soft  in  texture.  All  that  the 
author  has  seen  have  been  of  soft  consistence.  Tlie  color  of 
these  vegetations  is  of  a  deep  red  at  the  base,  shading  off  to  a 
lighter  ])iiik  or  to  a  yellowish  cast  at  the  ajiex.  They  have 
much  the  color  of  the  free  surface  of  the  tonsil.  Their  free 
surfaces  arc  usually  smooth,  but  sometimes  exliibit  that  velvety 
appearance  that  is  often  seen  in  the  follicular  enlargementa  of 
chronic  pharyngitis. 

Dr.  Meyer  has  carefully  examined  the  microscopic  appear- 
ances of  these  vegetations,  and  it  may  be  well  to  compare  hia 
description  with  that  of  the  nonnal  tissue  as  already  given 
from  the  observations  of  Liischka.  Meyer  says,'  "  the  surface 
of  a  section  of  a  recent  sjiecimcn  is  generally  smooth,  and 
shows  no  lamiiue  or  divisions  in  the  tissue.  Frequently 
small  round  yellowish  spots  may  be  seen,  or  cup-liko  depres- 
sions, varying  in  size  but  always  small.  The  juice  pressed  out 
of  the  section  is  mostly  inconsiderable ;  it  is  transparent,  and 
contains  innumerable  lymph  corpuscles.     In  fine  specimens  of 

>  Med.-Chir.  Trant.  1870,  p.  11». 
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BectionB  hardened  in  alcohol  or  dilute  solutions  of  chromic  acid 
the  light-colored  8ix)t8  are  much  more  distinct.  The  spots 
themselves  are  sometimes  pierced  by  a  hole  varj'ing  from  the 
size  of  the  point  of  a  pin  to  1 — 1^  mm.  in  diameter,  or  they 
are  absent  altogether,  whilst  holes  of  tlie  same  dimensions  as 
the  spots  take  their  place. 

"  In  preparations  gently  bnished  with  a  sable-hair  brush,  and 
then  tinged  with  carmine,  a  very  transparent  delicate  network  is 
seen,  the  meshes  of  wliich  either  contain  more  or  fewer  lymph- 
cells  or  are  entirely  empty  where  the  bnish  has  swept  these  out. 
In  other  grow^ths,  especially  in  those  of  the  side- walls,  the  threads 
of  the  network  are  coarser  and  the  meshes  smaller ;  these 
growths  were  further  distinguished  by  the  appearance  of 
genuine  and  sometimes  rather  finn  areolar  tissue.  The  little 
perforations  above  mentioned  are  the  cavities  of  nonnal  or  en- 
larged follicles,  from  the  compact  capsule  of  which  the  net- 
work extends  more  or  less  into  the  cavity,  growing  more  deli- 
cate as  it  proceeds  inwards.  The  excretory  ducts  of  aciniform 
glands  are  also  seen  in  great  numbers,  being  easily  recognized 
by  their  beautiful  epithelial  lining.  Most  specimens  are  ex- 
tremely vascular,  containing  arteries,  capillaries,  and,  still  more, 
veins,  as  distinguishable  by  the  direction  and  character  of  their 
parietal  nuclei.  Some  growths  even,  esjx3cially  those  of  the 
posterior  wall,  seem  to  be  made  up  exclusively  of  blood-vessels, 
between  the  numerous  ramifitjations  of  which  a  scanty  areolar 
network  containing  lymph-cells  is  interspersed.  The  connection 
between  the  meshes  and  the  outer  areolar  coat  or  perivascular 
areolar  tissue  of  the  blood-vessels  can  often  be  easily  perceived. 
The  epithelium  covering  the  vegetations  is  sometimes  ciliated, 
sliowing  wonderfully  distinct  cilia,  and  sometimes  of  tlie  pave- 
ment form,  composed  of  very  large  cells.  In  some  specimens 
both  forms  are  met  witli,  either  separated  from  each  other  by  a 
well-marked  line  or  by  some  transitory  epithelial  cell-forms. 
Thus  the  microscopical  characters  may,  in  a  certain  degree, 
point  out  the  spot  from  which  the  growth  had  sprung.  Some- 
times the  follicles  are  so  near  the  surface  that  only  a  very  deli- 
cate lining  membrane  exists  l^tween  their  walls  and  the 
epithelium." 
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Treatment. — Tlie  treatment  of  these  vegetations  consists  in 
destroying  them  by  caustics,  and  in  removing  them  by  surgical 
operation.  The  cauterization  may  be  performed  with  the  solid 
nitrate  of  silver  conveyed  to  the  parts,  under  guidance  of 
rhinoscopy,  by  means  of  a  curved  probe,  which  has  been 
dipped  into  the  melted  caustic,  or  upon  one  of  the  caustic- 
holders  described  in  connection  with  tlie  discussion  of  instru- 
ments employed  in  cauterizing  the  larynx.  Astringent  pow- 
ders may  be  propelled  upon  tlie  parts  in  like  manner,  from 
the  insufflator  of  Rauchfuss.  Astringent  solutions  may  be  in- 
jected upon  the  parts  by  the  posterior  nasal  syringe.  I  have 
employed,  in  this  way,  tannin,  carbolic  acid,  sulphate  of  zinc 
and  of  copper,  calomel,  and  weak  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver. 
Strong  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver  are  not  always  well  borne 
by  any  means,  and  often  produce  an  intense  amount  of 
suffering,  which  sometimes  continues  in  the  form  of  an  excru- 
ciating headache  for  a  day  and  moi-e.  Sneezing  is  very  often 
produced  by  these  applications,  and  sometimes  continues  for  many 
minutes.  It  is  well  to  test  the  sensibilities  of  the  parts  by  weak 
applications,  resorting  to  stronger  ones  as  tolerance  is  established. 

Where  the  vegetations  are  large,  and  the  parts  can  be  educa- 
ted to  quietude  under  manipulation,  these  growths  can  sometimes 
be  seized  with  properly  curved  forceps  and  be  toni  off  or  crushed 
off  as  the  case  may  l)e.  Under  these  circimistances  there  is  usually 
more  or  less  hemorrhage,  but  I  liave  not  encountered  it  to  any 
such  extent  as  to  excite  alarm  or  uneasiness.  Sometimes  I  have 
scraped  them  off  with  a  blunt  instrument  resembling  a  vesical 
sound.  After  an  operation  of  this  kind  I  have  usually  projected 
powdered  alum  upon  the  parts,  or  syringed  them  with  a  weak 
solution  of  carbolic  acid.  A  slight  amount  of  hemorrhage  con- 
tinues, usually,  for  some  hours,  tinging  the  mucus  and  saliva 
which  is  expectorated.  A  number  of  operations  are  usually 
necessary  in  order  to  rid  the  pharynx  of  these  growths. 

Fig.  42  represents  a  case  recently  treated  by  the  author,  in 
which  the  mass  was  torn  off  by  short  laryngeal  forceps  and 
then  cauterized  thoroughly  with  nitrate  of  silver,  giving  com- 
plete relief  to  an  unpleasant  "  nasal  catarrh"  which  had  existed 
for  ten  or  twelve  years. 
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Dr.   Meyer  defecribea  an  instmment,  of  which  lie  gives  an 
illustration,'  devised  by  Jiim  for  scraping  off  the  larger  vegeta- 
tions.    It  consists  of  a  little  transverse  ^to  ^■ 
oval  ring  with  one  sharp  edge,  and  at- 
tached to  a  straight  stem.     It  is  carrieti 
to  the   parts  thrungh    the    ni^tril    and 
folded  in  its  operation  by  the  fore-fiiiger 
passed  up  behind  the  jtalate.     The  stem 
of  the  instrument   is   ui)ni]Kiscd   of  soft 
steel,  so  tliat  it  can  be  bent  to  one  side 
or  the   other   as    may   he    desirable    to 

facilitate  maninnlation.   The  hemorrhage  _,      ,   ^    ^    ,     „  , 

in  tliis  oj>Gration  is  considerable,  and  nhu^m.  i.  EoiuKcd  Eiuidniu 
most  of  it  flows  out  of  the  nostrils.  After  "™^  «,^'"riria'i!lihlli  ^ 
tlie  operation,  the  jiarts  shonld  he  well  mtiunii.  a  fom  t*  itoHiituai- 
woshed  with  a  rose  syringe,  or  with  the  o7'th™M^!branr'^'ihrm™ 
nasal  douche,  and  they  may  then  be  nKinm. 
cauterized  should  this  seem  necessary'. 

The  whole  history  of  operations  of  this  kind  is  too  recent  to 
pennit  the  formation  of  an  o])inion  as  to  the  repuUulation  of 
the  growtlis.  The  general  impre^^aiun,  however,  is  that  tliere  is 
no  disposition  to  i-etum. 

TCMORS   OF   THE   PIIARTXX, 

Tumors  of  various  kinds,  benign  and  malignant,  are  liable  to 
be  formed  in  the  pharv-nx  as  in  other  Kitnations.  They  ai'c  usual- 
ly devekiped  in  the  sub-nnicous  connective  tissue ;  Imt  sometimes 
take  their  origin  from  the  Iwnes.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
pharjnx  compresses  them  po  tightly  tliat  they  are  not  very  mov- 
able. They  apj>ear  to  occur  much  more  frequently  ui>on  the 
lateral  walls  of  the  pharJ^lx  than  iX)steriorly,  and  when  thns 
located  often  involve  the  palatine  arches. 

Tliepe  tnniors  are  not  often  recognized  until  after  tliey  have 
attained  a  considerable  size,  interfering  with  deglutition  and 
respiration  if  low  down,  and  with  distinct  articulation  if  high  np. 
Inspection  of  the  parts,  with  the  aid  of  palpation,  euftii-es  for  the 

'  Jfed.-Chir.  Traw.  18T0,  p.  313. 
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diagnosis.  They  may  extend  upwards  to  the  region  of  the  pos- 
terior nares  and  Eustachian  tubes,  or  downwards  to  the  root  of 
the  tongue,  the  epiglottis,  or  the  walls  of  the  larjnx  and  oeso- 
phagus. When  occupying  the  lateral  wall  of  the  pharynx  they 
may  be  confounded  with  tumoi-s  of  the  tonsils. 

The  treatment  of  these  tumors,  when  not  malignant,  consists  in 
their  extirjmtion ;  and  the  operation  may  present  but  little  diffi- 
culty, or  be  extremely  embari-assing,  in  accordance  with  the  situa- 
tion of  the  tumor,  the  nature  of  its  attachments,  and  its  proximity 
to  the  carotid  artery.  Indeed  in  some  cases  of  tumors  in  this 
situation,  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  ligate  the  carotid  artery 
as  a  preliminary  measure ;  and  in  othei*s  its  ligation  has  become 
necessary  during  the  performance  of  the  operation,  or  subse- 
quent to  it.  In  simple  causes  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  expose 
the  gix>wth  freely  by  a  straight  or  crucial  incision,  as  the  case 
may  demand,  thnjugh  its  nnicous  coverings,  and  to  complete  the 
extiq^ation,  as  far  as  may  be,  by  means  of  the  fiugere,  aided 
with  the  handle  of  the  scalpel,  or  with  some  other  blunt  instru- 
ment. Where  it  has  been  required  to  cut  through  the  soft  palate, 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  unite  the  edges  of  this  structure  by 
means  of  the  ligatui-e. 

Most  of  the  tumors  operated  on  in  this  region  have  been  of  a 
fibroid  character ;  and  in  some  instances  have  been  followed  by 
a  recurrence  of  similar  growth,  necessitiiting  further  operation. 
In  a  case  of  the  latter  kind,  recorded  by  Wagner,*  death  occur- 
red by  suffocation  during  a  second  operation,  j)erformed  five 
months  after  the  fii-st  one.  The  cause  of  death  was  found  to 
have  been  due  to  pressure  of  the  epiglottis  upon  the  laryngeal 
orifice,  by  a  portion  of  the  tumor  which  had  been  dragged  out 
in  the  operation. 

Osseous  tumors  are  occasionally  fonned  in  the  pharjnigeal  re- 
gion. A  specimen  of  a  smooth  oval  exostosis  growing  from 
tiie  pharyngeal  vertebnw  is  preserved  in  the  museum  of  Guy's 
Hospital.*     The  author  has  recently  seen  a  case  of  this  kind. 

A  specimen  of  enchondroma  which  projected  into  the  cranium, 

»  Deutsche  Klinik,  1861,  p.  61. 

"  St,  Qeorge'i  UaspUal  niparts.    VoL  a  1867,  p.  153. 
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tlie  orbits,  the  antra,  the  nasal,  zygomatic,  and  pterygo-maxillary 
fossae,  is  contained  in  the  museum  of  St.  George's  Hospital/ 

I  liave  met  one  case  of  ordinary  papilloma  growing  from  the 
imicous  membrane  on  the  })Osterior  wall  of  the  pharynx. 

rnARYNOOCELE. 

A  diverticulum  or  sac  is  sometimes  formed  in  the  pharynx, 
and  still  more  rarely  in  the  a?soi)hagu8.  It  is  occasionally  con- 
genit^il,  but  is  more  frequently  the  result  of  external  injury  sus- 
tained in  swallowing  foreign  substances.  Sometimes  it  is  pro- 
duced by  the  repeated  catching  of  food  in  the  excavation  of  an 
ulcer,  the  walls  of  whicli  become  eventuallv  converted  into  a  sac. 
In  other  csises  it  seems  to  have  been  formed  by  the  mei*e  habitual 
retention  of  food,  which  gradually  distends  the  tissues  and  forms 
the  sac ;  these  cases  occurring  principally  in  the  persons  of  hys- 
terical females. 

The  symptoms  of  this  affection  are  those  of  some  mechanical 
impediment  to  effectual  deglutition,  accompanied  very  often 
with  the  regurgitation  of  food.  AVhen  the  sac  is  empty  its  ex- 
istence can  be  detected  by  exploration  with  the  sound ;  when 
filled  with  food  it  presents  the  appearances  of  a  tumor  in  this 
region,  and  can  often  be  felt  from  the  outside. 

The  size  of  the  tumor  varies.  In  the  famous  case  of  Ludwig 
KUlme  of  Neustadt,'  the  tumor  had  attained  the  size  of  a  man's 
fist,  producing  death  after  nine  years'  suffering,  among  other 
tilings,  from  rmnination. 

The  thinness  of  the  muscidar  walls  of  the  phar}'nx  in  this 
situation  is  supposed  to  favor  the  formation  of  these  sacs,  by  the 
protrusion  of  the  nmcous  membrane. 

The  treatment  for  this  affection,  when  high  enough  up  to  be 
reached,  would  seem  to  consist  in  excision  of  the  sac.  It  haa 
been  recommended  to  cauterize  the  interior  of  the  sac,  and  to 
feed  the  patient  by  means  of  the  stomach-tube,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  retention  of  food  in  the  sac. 


»  Ht.  Oeorge'8  Uowpitdl,  ReparU.    Vol.  ii  1867,  p.  152. 
«  Alben*.  Path,  Anat.  1839,  p.  272. 
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NASO-PIIARYNOEAL   TUMORS. 

Naso-Pharyngeal  Polyps. — Thi8  name  is  given  in  a  general 
manner  to  tumors  of  various  characters  which  make  their 
appearance  in  the  superior  or  nasal  iK)rtion  of  the  pharynx — 
that  is,  the  portion  alK)ve  the  position  of  the  palate.  In  many 
instances  these  tumors  have  no  more  connection  with  the  nasal 
organ  or  its  accessories  than  if  they  occurred  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  pharj-nx.  Xor  is  everj'  growth  in  this  region  by 
any  means  a  polyp.  Cancerous,  fibrous,  enchondnnnatous  and 
osseous  tumors  are  also  developed  in  this  locality. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  custom  has  applied  the  term  naso- 
pharjnigeal  polyp  to  all  tumors  in  the  up{)er  part  of  the  pha- 
rj^nx,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  them  under  tlie  same 
head. 

The  true  l>olyp  is  sometimes  fibn)us  and  sometimes  glandu- 
lar, apparently  originating  in  an  obstructed  follicle,  which  has 
become  grraduallv  converted  into  a  sac  containinii:  the  accunni- 
lated  products  of  secretion  in  a  more  or  less  altered  state.     The 
fibrous   polyp   is  usually  of  a  reddish  or  i)urplish  col<^r,  and 
arises  from  the  upper  cenical  vertebne  at  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  pharjnix,  or  from  the  base  of  the  skull,  usually  to  one  side  or 
the  other,  rarely,  if  ever,  in  the  median  line.*     It  may  also 
arise  from  the   cartilaginous  })ortion  of  the  Eustachian  tube. 
A  tumor  in  this  region  may  take  a  partial  origin  fix)m  some 
portion  of  the  posterior  circumference  of  the  narcs,  and  under 
these  circumstances  constitute  a  naso-pharyngeal  polyp  in  reality. 
These  tumors  are  usually  slow  in  growth,  and  exhibit  a  gi-eat 
tendency  to  extend  prolongations  into  the  sinuses  of  the  nose 
and   face,  and   the   cavity  of  the  mouth,  thereby  eventually 
producing    a    characteristic    deformity   of    the    countenance, 
sometimes   denominated   frog-face,  which   augments  with  the 
increasing  growth  and  encroachment  of  the  polyp. 

These   tumors   appear  at  all  ages,  but   most   frequently  in 
middle   life ;  but  thev   have   been  seen  in  the  fojtus.      They 


'  This  point  is  being  investigated  by  Prof.  H.  AUen,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
first  drew  my  attention  to  the  circumstance. 
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are  not  recognized,  as  a  rule,  in  their  early  stages,  but  only 
when  the  patient  applies  for  relief  from  frc(picnt  epistaxis, 
increasing  or  permanent  obstruction  in  nasal  Respiration,  chronic 
discharge  fi\)m  the  nostrils,  or  those  symptoms  of  deficient  ar- 
ticulation, impaired  deglutition,  or  impeded  respiration,  which 
have  been  elsewhere  referred  to. 

Inspection  with  and  without  the  use  of  the  rhinoscope,  palpa- 
tion by  the  finger,  and  explorations  with  the  pix>l)e  thwugh  the 
nostrils,  establish  the  diagnosis. 

The  removal  of  tumors  from  the  nasal  portion  of  the  pha- 
rynx is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
inaccessibility"  of  their  points  of  attachment  to  operative  proce- 
dure through  the  mouth  and  through  the  nostrils,  l)ut  also  on  ac- 
count of  the  amount  of  attendant  hemorrhage,  and  the  difficulty 
in  restraining  it.  It  is  good  practice  to  accustom  all  the  parts 
which  will  be  subjected  to  manipulation  to  a  ])reliminary 
contact  with  instruments,  with  the  finger  passed  behind  the 
palate,  and  so  on,  so  as  to  secure  a  better  tolerance  during  tlio 
operation. 

Where  the  tumors  have  been  favorablv  situated,  thev  have 
been  seized  l»y  (uirved  forceps  passed  behind  the  palate,  or 
through  the  nostrils,  and  forcibly  torn  f i-om  their  beds.  This  is 
by  no  means  a  safe  operation,  although  it  has  often  been  success- 
ful. Cases  are  on  record  of  death  from  hemorrha^re  durins: 
the  operation,  and  also  from  secondary  hemorrhage  after 
the  o|>eration.  In  addition  to  this,  these  tumors  occasionally 
extend  into  the  cmnium,  and  thus  endanger  cerebral  hemor- 
rhage and  other  complications  when  roughly  torn  away. 

A  case  of  tbis  kind  has  been  recently  reiK)rted  to  the 
Clinical  Society  of  Londiui,  by  Mr.  C(H)pcr  Forster.'  '*  The  pa- 
tient was  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  had  a  large  growth,  filling 
up  the  left  nostril,  firm,  fleshy,  and  flbrous,  and  covered  with 
mucous  membrane.  The  rii'ht  nostril  was  not  much  interfered 
with ;  there  was  no  swelling  of  the  face  or  fulness  of  the  palate, 
nor  any  projecti<ni  in  the  throat.     Chloroform  was  given,  and  a 


»  iMTUiet,  May  20,   1871 ;    ^fed^cal  Times  and  Gazette.  May  27,  1871 ;  The 
Medical  Times ^  kxx^yxst  15,  1871. 
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wire  snare  was  put  round  the  growth,  which  broke  oflF,  and  caused 
it  to  bleed  pwfusely.  Mr.  Forster  then  made  another  examina- 
tion, and,  having  passed  his  finger  up  the  nostril,  found  an  enor- 
mous growth  which  could  not  be  circumscribed,  but  large 
portions  of  which  he  tore  away  with  forceps.  Four  days 
after  the  operation,  the  patient  suddenly  became  unconscious. 
The  right  half  of  his  face  was  mimb,  and,  though  he  rallied, 
he  was  never  able  to  speak  except  to  say  ^'  too-too."  The 
temperature  rose  to  102°  F.  lie  had  three  con^'ulsive  fits 
on  tlie  seventh  dav,  and  became  totallv  unconscious ;  and  died 
twelve  days  after  the  operation.  The  {X)st-moi'tem  examination 
showed  general  arachnitis,  and  sloughing  of  the  brain  about 
Broca's  convolution.  That  portion  of  the  growth  whi(*h  had 
not  been  removed  occupied  the  left  side  of  the  external  base 
of  the  skull,  and  filled  the  base  between  the  greater  and  lesser 
wings  of  the  sphenoid,  the  orbital  plate  of  the  frontal,  and 
the  cribriform  plate  of  the  ethmoid  bone.  It  had  extended 
from  the  nasal  fossa  by  way  of  the  sphenoidal  fissure  into  the 
back  of  the  orbit,  but  without  damaging  the  optic  nerve. 
Tlie  cribriform  plate  of  the  ethmoid  was  broken ;  and  at  the 
back  ])art  there  was  a  small  oi)ening  about  a  (piarter  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  a  fracture  extending  forward  from  the  opening. 
Microscopic  examination  showed  the  growth  to  consist  of 
small  fusiform  cells  and  stellate  connective  tissue." 

The  cutting  away  of  accessible  portions  by  curved  knives 
and  scissors,  used  through  mouth  or  nostril,  is  still  more  apt  to 
be  attended  by  severe  hemorrhage,  primary  or  secondary, 
though  not  likely  to  injure  the  cerebral  structures  in  the 
unfortunate  cases  in  which  thev  are  involved. 

The  passage  of  a  ligature  around  the  base  of  the  tumor  by 
means  of  a  thread  i)assed  through  the  canule  of  Bellocq,  and 
the  subsequent  excision  of  the  growth,  after  securing  the 
ligature,  is  attended  with  less  risk ;  but  even  an  ojieration  of 
this  kind  has  been  followed  bv  death. 

Another  operation,  which  has  been  extensively  practised, 
consists  in  ligating  the  tumor,  so  as  to  destroy  its  vitality, 
and  tightening  the  ligature  at  intervals,  so  that  the  tumor 
shall  slough  off,  which  it  will  do  in  a  period  varying  from 
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four  or  five  days  to  a  fortnight  or  more.  The  stench  whicli 
arises  during  this  process  is  said  to  be  unbearable  to  patient  as 
well  as  to  attendants.  To  prevent  suflFocation  by  the  falling 
of  the  polyp  upon  the  larj'nx,  Graefe,  in  whose  pnictice  an 
accident  of  this  kind  occurred,  has  recommended  the  i)assage 
through  the  body  of  .the  poh^p  of  a  thread  which  is  secured  out- 
side of  the  mouth,  and  by  means  of  which  the  extraction  of  the 
tumor  is  facilitated.  But,  even  with  this  precaution,  death  by 
sufiFocation  has  occurred  from  impaction  of  the  polyp  in  the 
pharynx,  or  upon  the  larjnix,  after  it  has  become  detached. 
It  is  therefore  highly  important  that  a  competent  and  well- 
instructed  assistant  should  be  constantlv  at  the  side  of  the 
patient,  after  an  operation  of  this  kind,  until  the  mass  has 
come  away,  that  he  may  not  be  choked  to  death  with  it  in  his 
sleep. 

The  pain  attending  this  operation  is  said  to  l)e  very  great, 
and  often  causes  swelling  of  the  throat  and  of  the  face;  in 
addition  to  which,  (iKlema  of  pharynx  and  larynx  may  ensue, 
necessitating  tracheotomy. 

Tlie  polj^p  itself,  too,  sometimes  increases  in  size,  necessitat- 
ing the  use  of  incisions  to  give  vent  to  some  of  its  contents. 

It  would  appear  gcxnl  practice  always  to  make  incisions  in 
the  tumor  after  an  operation  of  this  kind,  in  order,  in  the  first 
place,  to  reduce  its  size,  by  loss  of  blood  from  its  substance, 
and,  in  addition,  to  provide  a  vent  in  advance  for  the  pnxlucts 
of  decomposition  as  they  accumulate. 

It  is  only  in  cases  where  there  is  more  or  less  of  a  pedicle  to 
the  tumor,  that  the  operation  of  ligature  is  likely  to  be  success- 
ful. In  tumors  with  broa^l  attachments,  esi)ecially  if  there  are 
prolongations  into  the  adjoining  cavities,  operations  of  a  much 
more  serious  nature  are  necessarj-  for  the  complete  removal  of 
the  growth. 

In  some  instances  the  soft  palate  has  been  divided  in  order 
to  afford  access  to  the  growth.  This  operation  dates  fi-om  the 
beginning  of  the  last  centurj',  and  has  been  frequently  per- 
formed in  our  own  time. 

Sometimes  the  entire  palate  and  Tivula  is  slit,  but,  when* 
lK)ssible,  the  palate  alone  is  to  be  divided.     I3y  this  means  the 
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tumor  can  be  more  readily  seized  with  forc*eps  and  excised,  and 
the  hemorrhage  better  conti-olled.  The  nsual  plan  has  been, 
where  the  hemorrliage  was  excessive,  to  employ  the  hot  iron. 
Circumstances  detennine  the  propriety  of  uniting  the  wound 
in  the  palate  by  suture  at  the  time  of  operation,  or  deferring 
union  to  a  subse<pient  {>eriod  by  the  metluxl  of  staphylorraphy, 
in  order,  as  reconnnen<le(l  by  Xelaton,  to  he  able  to  apply  caus- 
tics to  the  stump,  or  parts  from  which  the  tumor  has  been 
removed. 

In  some  instances  the  palate  has  been  divided  merely  to 
aflFonl  the  opix)rtunity  of  ligating  the  polyp;  in  others,  in  order 
to  admit  of  its  extraction  by  the  forceps.  These  cases  occurred 
chiefly  in  children,  whose  parts  were  too  small  to  admit  of  the 
finger  behind  the  palate  without  danger  of  sufl^r>cati(m. 

Prof.  Xelaton  has  not  only  divided  the  palate,  but  has  dis- 
sected the  mucous  membnme  oflF  from  the  hard  jmlate,  a  piece 
of  which  has  then  been  cut  out  in  order  to  gain  access  to  a 
tumor  growing  fn)m  the  l»jise  of  the  skull,  and  to  enable  him 
to  scrape  away  tlie  i>ori(.>steum  from  the  base,  and  thus  the 
better  prevent  a  recurrence.  In  an  opemtion  of  this  kind,  it 
would  be  well  to  remr)ve  the  periosteum  fnim  the  hard  palate 
in  connection  with  the  mucous  membrane,  in  the  ex{)ectation, 
after  reunion,  of  a  repi-oduction  of  bone,  the  same  as  takes 
place  after  Langenbeck's  o})eration  of  uranoplasty  for  cleft  of 
the  hard  palate. 

Prof.  Nelaton  has  also  removed  the  entii*e  palate  in  cases 
where  its  structure  was  involved  in  that  of  the  tumor. 

A  still  more  serious  operation  is  sometimes  requisite  to  ac- 
complish the  extirpation  of  these  troublesome  tumors.  This 
consists  in  the  partial  or  complete  removal  of  the  upper  maxil- 
larv  bone,  as  mav  be  necessarv  cm  account  of  the  size  and  situa- 
tion  of  the  growth.  Access  to  the  tumor  is  made  from 
the  exterior  by  the  incisions  usually  pmctised  by  surfjeons  for 
j)ai'tial  or  complete  i*emoval  of  the  upper  jaw,  or  for  its  resection 
in  cases  of  growths  involving  the  antrum.  In  some  cases  it  is 
possible,  as  in  a  case  operated  upon  by  Larghi,*  to  reach  the 


»  Oaz,  Med,,  Paria,  18C7,  p.  017. 


NASO-PHARYXGEAL   TUMORS.  201 

growth  by  means  of  an  anterior  opening  through  the  flu]>eri()r 
maxillary  Ixme,  executed  behind  the  everted  upper  lip. 

The  operation  by  removal  of  the  upper  maxillary  bono  has 
terminated  fortunately  in  a  nmnber  of  instances ;  but  it  is  often 
attended  with  a  great  deal  of  danger,  not  merely  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  bone,  itself  a  serious  procedure,  but  because  the 
nature  of  the  growth  necessitating  an  operation  of  this  kind  is 
apt  to  be  one  to  present  unfortunate  complications. 

In  illustration  of  this  i)oint,  I  translate  in  detail  from  the 
Gazette  de^  Ildpituux,  Aug.  9th,  1870,  et  8eq,^  the  following 
record : — 

"  Naso-pharyngeal  Polyp  of  Multiple  Attachments  and  Rajnd 
Growth, — Ablation  of  the  Supenor  Mcijuilla. — Evulsion  of 
the  Pobjp. — Extensive  Ilemo^rrhage  /  Syncope, — Entrance 
of  Blood  ifito  the  Air-passages, — Immediate  DeathJ*^ 

"  Bachelet,  iL»t.  16,  hopital  Lariboisiere,  Salle  Saint  Louis. 
Good  constitution,  marked  emboinx)int,  color  fresh  and  r<.)sy. 
No  trace  of  aiuemia.  Health  excellent.  Several  cervical  gan- 
glia a  little  large,  dating  from  infancy. 

"  ApparcMit  onset  of  the  disease  last  October,  by  a  little  diffi- 
culty of  respiration,  with  occlusion  of  the  left  nasal  fossa,  and  a 
series  of  epistaxes  which  ceased  spontaneously  during  Decem- 
ber. Towards  this  period  the  cheek  began  to  swell,  and  hear- 
ing gradually  disappeared  on  the  left  side. 

"  Conditio7i  on  enteHng  hospital^  June  \^th, — A  tumor 
upon  the  left  cheek  the  size  of  a  turkey-hen's  egg,  rather 
firm,  slightly  movable,  indolent  to  the  touch,  non-adher- 
ent to  the  skin,  and  without  change  of  color  except  some  veno- 
sities.  Slight  swelling  at  the  inferior  portion  of  the  temporal 
fossa.  Occlusion  of  left  nasal  fossa  by  a  tumor  visible  a  short 
distance  within  the  nostril.  Depression  of  the  soft  palate  by  a 
tumor  in  the  pharynx  readily  recognized  by  the  touch,  but  with- 
out the  ability  to  ascertain  its  jxjdicle.  Commencing  exophthal- 
mia  of  left  side. 

"Xoisy  respiration,  occurring  only  by  the  mouth  ;  complete 
deafness  of  left  side.     Deglutition  easy.    No  pains.    Vision  in- 
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tact.  Sensibility  of  integument  conserved  througliout  Cere- 
bral functions  normal. 

"  The  diagnosis  was  easily  made.  There  was  a  very  volumi- 
nous naso-pharjiigeal  polyp  of  the  left  side  of  the  base  of 
the  skull,  filling  the  pharynx  and  sending  prolongations  into 
the  nasal  fossa,  the  maxillary  sinus,  the  orbit,  the  pterygo-maxil- 
larv'  notch,  and  possibly  the  tem{X)ral  fossa. 

"  A  preliminary  resection  of  the  upjwr  maxilla  appeared  indis- 
pensable, and  as  no  contra-indication  was  presented,  the  patient 
was  subjected  to  the  usual  preparations,  and  on  June  29th  the 
operation  was  performed  in  the  following  manner: — 

"  The  patient  being  chloroformed,  not  without  difliculty,  M. 
Verneuil,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  accumulation  of  bkx>d  in 
the  mouth,  made  two  incisions  in  the  cheek,  one  vertical,  the 
other  oblique  externally,  without  wounding  the  mucous  mem- 
bnine.  He  could  thus  cut  the  two  osseous  pillars,  molar  and 
nasal,  by  means  of  the  cutting-i)liers  of  Liston,  without  the  pas- 
sage of  a  drop  of  blood  into  the  mouth. 

"  Dissection  of  the  malar  fragment,  extraction  of  the  canine 
tooth,  division  of  the  intermaxillary  suture,  and  extraction  by 
traction  of  the  maxillary  bascule,  were  all  performed  rapidly 
and  without  hemorrhage  into  the  mouth.  The  polyp,  when 
isolated,  was  found  surrounded  by  a  venous  network  extremely 
developed,  which  jetted  out  blo^nl  in  abundance.  The  pedicle 
of  this  was  without  exaggeration  three  centimetres  in  diameter, 
and  was  inserted  deeply  against  the  vault  of  the  pharynx  in 
such  manner  that  it  was  innx>ssible  to  grasp  it.  Before  reaching 
it,  M.  Yerneuil  attacked  the  ix)lyp,  which  he  broke  up  in  re- 
moving: it  lobe  bv  lobe.  As  the  blood  flowed  in  streams,  it  was 
sopped  up  with  compressed  six)nge.  lie  was  finally  able  to  apply 
a  pair  of  forcejis  up<^n  the  large  pharyngeal  i)edicle  of  the  tumor, 
but  this  did  not  prevent  the  blood  from  flowing  in  great  quan- 
tity. The  patient,  who  l)ecame  stifled,  crieil  and  ejected  blood 
continually  ;  was  raised,  and  cold  water  w^jis  pn)jected  into  the 
mouth  from  an  irrigator  in  an  attempt  to  arrest  the  hemorrhage. 
Fearing  to  provoke  syncojie,  he  was  laid  down  again  imme- 
diately after.  ITe  was  hardly  laid  down  when  syncoj)e  (X^curred ; 
upon  which  M.  Yerneuil  introduced  into  the  larynx  an  adult  sil- 
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ver  cannla  to  insufflate  tlie  air  and  suck  out  tlic  blood.  lie  was 
able  in  tliis  wav  to  fill  his  mouth  several  times  with  blood,  and 
to  disembarrass  the  bronchial  tract  in  part  of  this  fluid,  while  at 
the  same  time  his  assistants  pressed  alternatively  upon  the  belly. 
At  a  given  moment  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  became  apprecia- 
ble as  well  as  the  pulse  at  the  \\Tist ;  the  patient  re5i)ired  and 
began  to  cry,  which  again  gave  rise  to  hemorrhage,  momentarily 
arrested  by  the  syncope.  The  same  mantjeuvres  were  recom- 
menced, the  blood  was  sucked  out,  the  air  insufflated,  the  head 
was  lowered,  but  efforts  were  vain ;  the  patient  did  not  revive, 
but  succumbed  in  spite  of  efforts  at  resuscitation,  prolonged  for 
more  than  half  an  hour." 

This  account  was  read  at  the  Societe  Imperiale  de  Chinirgie, 
at  their  meeting  on  June  29,  1S70,  and  was  followed  by  a  dis- 
cussion as  to  the  cause  of  death — whether  syncope  or  asphyxia  ; 
death  being  generally  ascribed  to  asphyxia. 

At  the  meeting  of  July  6,  1870,  M.  Venieuil  presented  the 
naso-pharyngeal  iK)lyp  of  which  he  had  spoken  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, and  gave  the  following  details  of  the  autopy. 

"  A  complete  autopsy  could  not  be  made,  consequently  we 
were  unable  to  assure  oui-selves  of  the  presence  of  bl<X)d  in  the 
air-passages ;  but  in  examining  at  leisure  the  region  operated, 
we  have  secured  important  details  relative  to  the  implantation 
of  the  tumor. 

"It  had,  without  doubt,  originated  on  the  left  side,  but  it  had 
progressively  extended  over  a  very  large  surface.  It  had  ad- 
hered, firet,  to  the  entire  pharjngeal  face  of  the  basilary  apo- 
physis; second,  to  the  entire  inferior  face  of  the  body  of  the 
sphenoid ;  the  sphenoidal  sinus,  largely  open  and  strongly 
dilated,  enclosed  a  lobe  of  the  tumor  of  the  volume  of  a  large 
nut  and  without  adherence  ;  third,  to  the  right  lateral  face  of 
tlie  vomer,  to  the  extent  of  about  one  centimetre ;  fourth,  to 
the  point  of  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  upon  a  sur- 
face as  large  as  a  finger-nail ;  fifth,  to  the  base  of  the  pterygoid 
apophysis,  whi(;h  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and  was  only 
represented  by  osseous  di*bris  mingled  with  fibrous  tissue ;  upon 
an  osseous  floating  lamella  the  external  insertion  of  the  ptery- 
goidien  was  distinctly  recognized. 
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"  Below,  at  the  side  of  the  pharynx,  the  insertion  of  the  polyp 
was  distinctly  limited  to  the  neighborhcK>d  of  the  anterior  ix)r- 
tion  of  the  occipital  foramen.  No  adhesion  to  the  oceipito-atloid 
ligament  (»r  to  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra).  The  nnicous  mem- 
brane of  the  vertebral  wall  of  the  pharynx  was  absolutely 
healthv. 

"The  left  nostril  was  very  much  enlarged  by  the  displacement 
(»f  the  septum,  which  had  become  applied  exactly  against  the 
external  wall  of  the  right  nasal  fossa ;  this  last  was  com- 
pletely oblitemted.  Some  osseous  debris  still  represented  the 
septum,  which  sepanited  the  left  nasal  fossa  from  the  maxillary 
sinus  of  the  same  side.  The  nasal  and  nuixillarv  lobes  of  tlie 
tumor  were  distinct.  The  anterior  and  inferior  border  of  the 
orbit  had  been  implicated  during  the  operation,  but  the  rest  of 
the  floor  of  the  orbit  had  been  destroyed,  by  compression  doubt- 
less, in  such  manner  that,  behind  and  below,  the  orbital  cavity 
connnunicated  extensively  with  the  wound. 

"  Finally,  and  this  is  perhaps  the  most  imix>rtant  jwint  of  this 
anatomical  exploration,  there  was  observed  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  foramen,  torn  anteriorly,  a  large  perforation  of  the  base 
of  the  cranium,  cai)al)le  of  admitting  the  terminal  phalanx  of 
the  tlunnb,  and  i>ermitting  the  i)enetration  of  a  lobe  of  the 
tumor  which  had  raised  the  dura  mater,  without  having  at  all  con- 
tracted any  adherence  with  it.  It  would  have  been  important 
to  open  the  cranium,  to  learn  if  the  brain  or  its  membranes  in 
this  vicinitv  had  suffered  from  intrusion  of  the  tumor.  No 
trace  of  inflannnation  existed  on  the  inferior  face  of  the  ci*anial 
l>eriosteum. 

"  It  had  been  believed  that  the  extirj>ation  of  the  polyp  had 
been  complete,  but  this  had  not  been  the  case.  There  had  been 
left  behind  a  voluminous  lobe,  which,  departing  from  the  base 
of  the  pterygoid  a]>ophysi8,  pix)ceeded  directly  outwards,  tilled 
up  the  lateral  wall  of  the  pharynx,  then  insinuated  itself  between 
the  p<ist^rior  border  of  the  ascending  branch  of  the  maxilla  and 
the  anterior  border  of  the  stenio-mastoid,  and  reached  finally  by 
its  fre«  extremity  to  the  sunnnit  of  the  mastoid  apophysis  and 
the  deep  surface  of  the  integument.  This  lobe  might  be  called 
the  superior  cervical;  it  wjis  enveloped  throughout  by  loose  con- 
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junctive  tissue ;  its  enucleation  was  easy.  Towards  its  anterior 
face  was  attached  a  small  fibrous  tissue  of  the  size  of  an  almond, 
almost  entirely  free,  or  at  least  without  connection  with  the 
bones.  The  reporter  did  not  know  whether  the  existence  of  free 
lobes  had  yet  been  noted  in  cases  of  naso-pharyngeal  libronies. 
There  is  still  to  note  a  final  particularity  not  less  interesting.  It 
IB  generally  admitted,  and  with  reason,  that  the  tumoi-s  in  ques- 
tion originate  from  the  periosteum,  and  leave  the  subjacent 
osseous  stnictures  intact,  in  such  manner,  that  if  tlie  extraction 
is  complete,  these  surfaces  are  denuded,  but  uninjured. 

"  M.  Venieuil  has  been  able,  in  another  observation,  to  assure 
himself  of  the  reality  of  this  fact,  but  such  was  not  the  case  here. 
It  has  already  been  said  that  the  base  of  the  pterygoid  apophysis 
had  disappeared,  not  by  absorj>tion,  but  by  a  sort  of  intei'stitial 
invasion  of  the  osseous  tissue  by  the  fibrous  tissue.     An  analo- 
gous disjxvsition  was  encountered  at  the  basilar}'  apophysis.  After 
having  successively  extirjmted  the  nasal,  buccal,  and  maxillary 
lobes,  he  had  seized  the  pharyngeal  lobe  to  its  r<X)t  with  strong 
forceps,  and  had  torn  it  off  completely — in  appearance  at  least. 
However,  the  surface  of  implantation  at  the  basilary  a]X)physis 
remained  unequal  and  nodular ;  the  touch  gave  the  sensation  of  a 
spongy  surface,  studded  with  osseous  debris.     At  the  autopsy  he 
recognized,  in  fact,  at  this  point,  a  substance  composed  of  frag- 
ments of  spongy  tissue,  of  layers  of  fibrous  tissue,  and  of  several 
small  rounded  fibrous  tumors,  regular,  of  the  volume  of  a  grain 
of  wheat  or  a  pea.     In  enucleating  this  substance  with  a  blunt 
instrument,  he  found  that  it  occupied  the  very  centre  of  the 
basilary  a]K)physis,  which  was  excavated  and  reduced,  on  the 
side  of  the  cranial  cavity,  to  a  very  thin  layer  of  osseous  tissue. 
In  pressing  feebly  with  the  blunt  instrument  against  this  layer, 
he  readily  penetrated  to  the  dui*a  mater. 

"  If,  then,  to  destroy  the  roots  of  the  tumor  at  this  point,  he  had 
rasped,  or  aj^plied  the  actual  cauterj',  he  would  have  perforated 
tlie  thin  osseous  barrier.  If  he  had  abstained,  the  intimate  com- 
bination of  the  fil>rous  tissue  with  the  osseous  tissue,  and  the 
persistence  at  this  jwint  of  the  small  circumscribed  fibrous  lobes, 
would  almost  inevitably  have  been  the  origin  of  a  j'eproduction. 
"  Regarding  the  structure  of  the  morbid  production,  it  was  al- 
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together  similar  to  that  of  these  fibroraes,  that  is  to  say,  formed 
of  fibrous  tissue,  conjunctive  elements  in  every  degree  of  evolu- 
tion, and  an  incredible  quantity  of  vessels,  some  of  which 
had  attained  the  calibre  of  2  millimetres. 

*'  The  pi-eceding  observations  are  of  a  nature  to  extenuate  some 
little  the  regrets  inspired  by  this  fatal  oj^eration.  If  death  had 
not  occurred  suddenly,  it  woidd  have  been  the  almost  inevitable 
consequence  of  cranial  perforation  and  of  consecutive  meningo- 
encephalitis." 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  M.  Forget  '*  rccalled  an 
analogous  case  presented  by  him  to  the  Society  a  dozen  years 
previous,  concerning  a  naso-pharyngeal  polyp  in  a  young  boy 
incompletely  operated  upon  through  the  nasal  passages  by  M. 
Iluguier.  At  the  autopsy  which  followed  close  upon  the  opera- 
tion, there  was  discovered  the  existence  of  multiple  tumors  in 
the  thickness  of  the  bone  at  the  base  of  the  cranium,  and  as  far  as 
beneath  the  dura  mater.  One,  among  others,  filled  the  sphenoidal 
sinus,  and  appeared  as  if  pediculated  upon  the  sella  tursica.  The 
multiplicity  of  origin  and  the  plurality  of  jx)ints  of  insertion  of 
these  neoplasms,  the  solidarity  which  exists  between  them  and 
the  osseous  tissue  of  the  base  of  the  cranium,  their  verj'  great 
vascularity,  indicate  sufficiently  that  they  ai-e  something  else 
than  true  polyps,  and  that  they  are  an  afFection  of  a  separate 
lesion  of  the  spongy  tissue  of  the  base  of  the  cranium,  peculiar 
to  young  subjects  and  those  in  whom  the  bones  are  growing. . . . 
In  the  service  of  Boyer,  Koux  wanted  to  0|>erate  contrarj'  to  the 
opinion  of  the  master.  There  was  grave  hemorrhage,  necessitat- 
ing the  tamixHi,  and  the  young  man  was  carried  to  his  bed  in- 
completely disembarrassed  of  his  supj>06ed  p<^)lyp. 

"  The  same  thing  occurred  to  Lisfranc,  who  abandoned  the 
completion  of  the  operation ;  and  the  little  patient,  rendered 
exsanguine,  succumbed  at  the  end  of  a  few  days. 

"  Adding  these  two  facts  to  eight  others  which  our  colleague 
has  been  able  to  collect  in  the  various  records,  elevefi  in  all,  it  is 
questionable  if  it  is  not  better,  with  IJoyer,  to  interdict  all 
attempts  at  extraction  in  such  cases." 
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Prof.  B.  Laiigeiibeck,  of  Berlin,  lias  proposed  and  put  intx) 
practice  a  method  of  reaching  tlie  gix)wth,  which  consists  in  the 
resection  of  the  nasal  process  of  the  upper  maxillary  bone  and 
the  nasal  bone.  This  oj^eration  has  been  performed  with  more 
or  less  variation  by  other  surgeons,  and  in  suitable  cases  with 
successful  results.  It  partakes  of  the  objection  to  many  other 
oi)erations,thatin  too  many  instances  it  does  not  permit  free  access 
to  the  parts,  so  that  the  extirpation  is  sometimes  incomplete. 

In  other  instances  the  nose  has  been  turned  down,  and  the 
growth  removed  successfully  l>y  various  appliances.  This  mode 
of  access  lias  recently  been  resorted  to  successf  idly  in  tliis  country 
by  Dr.  Ca])ot.' 

Dr.  Achille  Bonnes*  succeeded  in  the  ablation  of  one  of  these 
polyps  by  means  of  a  metallic  nail  attached  to  a  thimble. 

Dr.  E.  Cutter,'  of  Boston,  has  devised  a  very  ingenious 
adaptation  of  the  wire-looj^  to  the  mechanism  of  an  ecraseur,  by 
which  an  instrument  small  enough  for  use  through  the  nostrils, 
or  behind  the  jjalate,  can  be  readily  emj^loyed  in  favorable  cases ; 
and  with  which  he  has  opemted  successfully  and  satisfactorily. 

The  use  of  the  galvano-cautery  has  been  resorted  to  for  the 
removal  of  these  polyps ;  and  where  an  apj^aratus  is  at  hand,  it 
is  no  doubt  better  than  the  ligature  or  the  knife,  whether  em- 
ployed through  the  mouth  or  the  nose,  or  after  access  to  the  parts 
has  been  obtained  by  means  of  some  one  or  other  of  the  surgical 
operations  which  have  been  mentioned.  The  cautery  sears  the 
vessels  a^j  it  cuts  its  way  tlu-ongh  the  stiiictures,  and  thus  greatly 
lessens  the  danger  fi-om  hemorrhage.  This  method,  first  proposed 
and  executed  by  Prof.  Middeldorpf,  has  been  ejnployed  with 
success  by  Xclaton,  Dieffenbach,  Yoltolini,  Semeleder,  !Xeu- 
mann,  von  Bruns,  Brenner  and  others. 

Electrolysis,  too,  has  been  resorted  to  successfully  for  the 
removal  of  these  tumoi-s,  by  disintegmtion  and  absorj)tion. 

Prof.  A'elaton  has  reported  several  cases  treated  by  electro- 
lysis.    One  was  completely  cured,  two  were  very  nearly  cured, 


*  Boston  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour.^  Feb.  9th,  1871,  p.  95. 

*BvU.  Qcn.  de  Therap.,  Oct.  30th,  1869,  p.  364. 

»  Bo9Um  Mtd.  and  Surg.  Jour.^  Nov.  24th,  1870,  p.  339,  iUustrated. 
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one  returned,  and  in  one  ease  death  ensued  from  typhoid  fever 
during  the  diminution  of  the  tumor.  Fischer  reports  a  case 
entirely  cured  within  two  months,  after  six  applications  of  the 
electric  current.  Prof,  von  Bruns  *  reports  a  case  of  success  in 
a  man,  23  years  of  age,  with  a  large  fibrous  tumor  of  the  pharpx, 
who  had  been  operated  upon  three  years  previously,  after  split- 
ting the  soft  palate,  by  the  constrictor  of  Maisonueuve.  A 
recurrence  had  taken  place,  and  the  growth  not  only  filled  the 
entire  pharynx,  so  that  it  not  only  projected  into  the  mouth 
through  tlie  artificial  cleft,  reaching  as  far  as  the  lower  border 
of  the  palate,  but  sent  a  prolongation  through  the  left  nostril  to 
its  very  external  opening,  and  had  pushed  the  left  eyeball  out- 
w^ards,  downwards,  and  forwards  to  the  distance  of  several  lines. 
One  needle  from  the  battery  was  passed  into  the  pharjngeal  po^ 
tion  of  the  poh^),  and  another  into  the  nasal  portion.  From  May, 
18C9,  until  March,  1870, 130  such  applications  werc  made, and  the 
ix>lyp  had  become  so  far  destroyed  and  contracted  that  it  could 
no  longer  be  seen  from  the  mouth  or  from  the  nose,  though  its 
remains  could  be  felt  by  the  finger  from  the  mouth  and  from 
the  nostril,  in  the  latter  instance  only  by  burying  the  finger 
w^ithin  the  nostril  to  a  depth  of  two  inches.  The  improvement 
began  with  the  institution  of  the  electrolvtic  treatment. 

Although  the  naso-pharj'ngeal  polyp  is  such  a  serious  affection 
that  its  removal  may  be  accompanied  by  death,  or  be  followed 
by  a  fatal  result  from  hemorrhage,  asph}'xia,  surgical  fever,  or 
pyaMuia,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  cases  sometimes  undergo 
si>ontane()US  cures. 

JJr.  Komm '  narrates  the  case  of  a  man  of  28  years  of  age,  who 
had  suffered  for  a  long  time  from  a  polyp  which  pressed  the 
palate  strongly  forwards  into  the  mouth.  It  filled  the  eutire 
posterior  portion  of  the  pharjnix,  and  was  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  surrounding  tissues  that  ligation  was  not  avail- 
able. An  attempt  was  made  to  excise  it,  but  the  patient  would 
not  suffer  the  completion  of  the  opemtion.  The  patient  was 
placed  in  a  state  of  rest  as  to  mind  and  body ;    ice  was  applied 


^Die  GaltnnO'Oiirurgie,  Tttbingen,  1870,  p.  85. 
^SohmidV  sJa/irb,  XXX.  p.  01. 
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upon  the  head  and  around  the  throat ;  and  nutrition  maintained 
by  enemata.     The  jwlyp  undei'W'ent  spontaneouB  absorption. 

Occasionally,  too,  spontaneous  sloughing  of  these  tumors  oc- 
curs. In  a  cAse  under  the  care  of  Mr.  II.  C.  Johnson,'  recur- 
rence took  place  after  the  original  tumor  had  been  extracted  by 
curved  forceps  passed  round  the  palate.  While  the  propriety  of 
dividing  the  palate,  so  as  to  gain  access  to  the  base  of  the  growth, 
was  under  discussion,  rapid  sloughing  took  place  spontaneously, 
and  removed  every  trace  of  the  tumor. 

In  a  case  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Birkett,'  the  hemorrhage 
from  the  poh'p  was  so  great  as  to  necessitate  ligation  of  the 
common  carotid  arter}'.  The  whole  tumor  sloughed  away 
through  a  sinus  which  fonned  in  the  cheek,  and  seven  years 
afterwards  the  patient  was  rei)orted  as  perfectly  well,  with  no 
evidence  of  the  tumor,  and  with  the  sinus  in  the  cheek  healed. 

WOUNDS  OF  THE  PHARYNX. 

Accidental  wounds  of  the  pharj-nx  sometimes  occur,  and  pre- 
sent some  difficulty  in  their  management  on  account  of  the 
embarrassment  in  supplying  nourishment.  Food  and  medicine 
should  be  administered  by  the  rectum  as  far  as  possible,  on  ac- 
count of  the  danger  of  the  passage  of  fo^xl,  when  swallowed, 
into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  neck.  In  most  cases,  however, 
the  patient  will  manifest  but  little  desire  to  swallow,  on  account 
of  the  pain  attending  the  act  of  deglutition. 

Occasionally  wounds  of  the  pharynx  give  rise  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  abs(*ess  l)eneath  the  mucous  membrane.  Prompt 
evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the  abscess  is  called  for.  A  case 
of  this  kind  came  under  the  author's  care  a  few  years  ago,  in 
wliicli  the  accident  was  produced  by  a  stick  of  wockI  in  the 
mouth,  the  patient  falling  j)rone  and  striking  upon  the  stick.  It 
is  quite  likely  that  a  splinter  wjis  broken  off  in  the  pharynx,  but 
as  the  stick  had  not  been  preserved,  this  point  could  not  be 
determined. 

AVounds  of  the  pharrax,  communicating  externally,  are  some- 


» Brit,  Med.  Jour.,  Jan.  1858,  p.  61.     Ouy'ti  Honp'l  Rep.  18«7,  p.  157. 
*  Bnt.  Med.  Jour,  18C8,  p.  119.     Quyi  UotpH  Rep.  1867,  p.  167. 
14 


210  SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS    OF   THE   PHARYNX. 

times  met  with  as  the  result  of  attempts  at  suicide.  In  these 
instances  the  wound  in  the  throat  is  made  above  the  hyoid  bone 
or  below  it.  In  the  former  instance  the  root  of  tlie  tongue  is 
wounded  ;  in  the  latter,  the  epiglottis  is  often  implicated,  and 
it  has  sometimes  even  been  pushed  down  into  the  larynx,  or 
been  drawn  into  it  during  treatment, — in  either  case  producing 
suffocation.  It  is  therefore  recommended  to  remove  any  frag- 
ment of  the  epiglottis  that  is  already  nearly  divided.  After 
hemorrhage  is  arrested,  the  parts  are  brought  together  by  su- 
ture, room  being  left  for  the  discharge  of  sputa  and  the  inflam- 
matorj"  products  which  will  present  at  the  wound.  Swallowing 
being  difficult  or  impracticable,  nourishment  is  maintained  by 
the  use  of  the  stomach  tube,  or  by  allowing  liquid  aliment  to 
trickle  down  into  the  oesophagus,  as  it  were.  If  this  be  im- 
practicable, the  nourishment  should  be  administered  by  enema. 
Medicine  may  be  administered  hypodermically  or  by  enema. 

In  the  treatment  of  wounds  of  the  pharynx  Prof.  Gross  re- 
commends that  the  suture  of  the  pharjTigeal  wound  itself  be 
cut  off  close  to  the  knot,  so  that  the  loops  may  fall  into  its  cavity 
and  thus  descend  into  tlie  stomach. 

The  pharyiLX  is  occasionally  woimded  during  the  perform- 
ance of  a  surgical  operation.  A  singular  chiriirgical  wound  of 
the  vault  of  the  pharj-nx  is  recorded  as  having  occurred  under 
the  following  unusual  circumstances.  In  a  case  of  obstinate  sub- 
orbital neuralgia,  Prof.  Linhart,  of  Wurzburg,  after  the  failure 
of  many  efforts  at  relief,  including  section  of  the  affected  nerve, 
determined  to  cut  off  the  inferior  maxillary  nerve  behind  the 
malar  branch,  as  well  as  the  posterior  dental  nerves,  to  prevent 
recurrence  in  those  branches.  In  order  to  avoid  the  disfigure- 
ment left  l)y  the  method  of  Dr.  Camochan,  of  New  York,  he  made 
an  incision  which  enabled  him  to  raise  the  lower  eyelid,  and 
divide  the  tarso-orbital  membrane  in  scraping  the  border  of  the 
orbit.  The  myrtiform  pavilion  of  a  canulated  sound  was  passed 
between  the  lower  floor  of  the  orbit  and  the  globe  of  the  eye,  as 
far  as  the  sumnn't  of  the  orbit.  The  eye  being  held  up,  the 
curved  extremity  of  the  galvano-caustic  apparatus  of  Middel- 
dorpff,  used  in  the  cauterization  of  strictures,  was  introduced  to 
the  most  internal  angle  of  the  suborbital  fissure,  and  applied 
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firmly  from  before  backward ;  the  current  was  passed,  and  the 
point  occupied  by  the  cautery  was  instantaneously  destroyed, 
when  the  instrument  penetrated  from  before  backward  witliout 
any  resistance.  On  soundins;  the  wound  it  was  found  it  had 
penetrated  to  the  bones  at  the  base  of  the  skull.  The  current 
was  again  passed,  and  the  beak  of  the  instrument  was  turned  in- 
wards and  glided  along  the  base  of  the  skull.  Tlie  cautery 
penetrated  to  the  cephalic  portion  of  the  pharynx,  immediately 
behind  the  posterior  orifice  of  the  nasal  fossa,  and  after  the 
operation  air  issued  by  the  orbit  when  the  patient  used  the  hand- 
kerchief and  when  he  coughed.  The  operation  was  tedious  and 
bloody,  but  successful.  ^ 

1  ( Viertdfahraehrift  far  die  praktigche  HeOkunde,  t.  11,  18G0.)     Arch.  Gen, 
de  Med.,  Not.,  imo. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

SPECIAL   AFFECTIONS   OF   THE   (ESOPHAGUS. 

(ESOPHAOITIS. 

LsTTLAMMATiox  of  the  OQSophagus  is  of  rare  occurrence.  It  is 
sometimes  produ(5ed  by  mechanical  injur}'  from  tlie  passage  of 
a  foreign  body,  or  of  a  surgical  instrument,  and  (K*casionally 
by  the  swallowing  of  hot  and  acrid  fluids.  Chronic  inflam- 
mation of  the  oesophagus,  followed  by  abscess  and  ulceration, 
sometimes  results  during  the  course  of  caries  of  the  spine,  and 
in  cases  of  tumors  connected  with  the  oesophagus  or  pressing 
upon  it.  Inflammation  of  the  oesophagus  would  be  treated  on 
general  antiphlogistic  principles,  ^^^th  the  use  of  only  bland  and 
mucilaginous  articles  of  diet,  or  the  administration  of  initriment 
by  the  rectum. 

CONGENITAL  OCCXUSION  OF  TUE  (ESOPnAGUS. 

Congenital  occlusion  of  the  oesophagus  is  sometimes  met  with, 
and  it  is  one  of  those  riialformations  irremediable  by  surgery. 
The  existence  of  this  condition  may  be  suspected  when  the  cliild 
takes  the  breast  I'eadily,  but  is  luiable  to  swallow  the  nutriment 
and  rcjects  it  by  the  mouth.  If,  as  often  happens,  there  be  a 
comnumication  with  the  trachea,  the  attempt  to  swallow  will  be 
followed  by  symptoms  of  suflFocation,  the  result  of  the  presence 
of  iood  in  the  air-passage.  On  inspection,  the  mouth  and  fauces 
api>ear  normal.  On  attempting  to  pass  a  bougie  along  the 
oesophagus  its  progress  will  becjome  arrested  in  a  sort  of  cul  de 
sac.  The  (xjclusion  is  usually  found  in  tlie  upper  portion  of  the 
cesopliagus. 

A  number  of  cases  of  this  malformation  have  been  recorded. 
Holmes,  in  his  treatise  on  the  Surgical  AflFections  of  Childhocxi, 
mentions  three  which  are  reported  in  the  Patfiological  Traits- 
aotiotis  (vol.  iii.,  p.  91),  (vol.  vii.,  p.  52),  (vol.  viii.,  p.  173).  The 
obliteration  in  the  first  case  commenced  about  an  inch  below 
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the  commenceraent  of  the  oesophagus,  and  continued  to  a  point 
just  above  the  origin  of  the  bronchi.  Swallowing  had  produced 
choking,  which  induced  the  diagnosis  of  a  communication  with 
the  trachea ;  and  an  opening  of  this  kind  was  discovered  after 
death*  The  child  was  nourished  by  enemata,  and  died  on  the 
eleventh  day. 

In  tlie  second  case,  the  upper  and  lower  portions  of  the 
oesophagus  were  in  direct  communication  with  the  trachea, 
which  was  thus,  as  it  were,  doing  additional  duty  as  part  of  the 
gullet.  Dr.  Ogle,  who  reports  the  case,  believed  that  some  of 
the  milk  taken  by  the  child  may  have  reached  the  st6mach. 
The  child  perished  on  the  fourth  day. 

In  the  third  case  there  coexisted  malfonnation  of  the  heart 
and  great  vessels,  with  cyanosis.  The  trachea  communicated 
with  the  lower  part  of  the  oesophagus,  and,  Mr.  Holmes  thinks, 
must  have  communicated  with  the  upper  part  also,  inasnmch  as 
attempts  at  swallowing  always  produced  dyspnoea.  The  obli- 
teration extended  from  the  end  of  the  pharynx  to  a  point  oppo- 
site the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea.  The  child  died  on  the 
twelfth  day. 

From  the  result  of  the  examinations  made  in  the  instances 
recorded,  Mr.  Holmes  justly  concludes  that  surgerj'  offers  very 
little  hope  of  remedying  or  overcoming  such  a  condition  by 
any  operative  procedure.  In  cases  where  a  tracheal  fistula 
exists,  in  comiection  with  obliteration  of  the  oesophagus,  he 
questions  whether  life  would  be  pennanently  maintained,  even 
if  the  passage  of  food  could  be  restored,  and  he  does  not  think 
the  attempt  should  be  made  in  any  such  case.  Where  no  such 
communication  exists,  he  sees  no  objection  to  the  operation 
being  attempted,  after  due  explanation  to  the  parents  of  the 
fatal  nature  of  the  case.  The  object  would  be  to  cut  down 
npon  the  point  of  a  catheter  passed  along  the  pharjnx,  and  then 
to  attempt  to  trace  the  obliterated  (esophagus  down  the  front  of 
the  spine,  until  its  lower  dilated  portion  is  found.  A  gum- 
catheter  would  then  be  passed  through  an  opening  made  in  the 
npper  portion,  and  so  on  into  the  stomach  through  the  lower  por- 
tion. If  the  two  portions  are  near  enough  to  be  connected  by 
silver  sutures  over  the   catheter,  and   if   the    latter  can  be 
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retained  UDtil  they  have  united,  Mr.  ITobnes  thinks  that  perma- 
nent success  might  possibly  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Ryland  *  refers  to  a  case  related  by  Dr.  Houston,'  and 
whicli  occurred  imder  liis  own  ob6er\'ation,  where  the  oesopha- 
gus communicated  with  the  posterior  part  of  the  trachea  by  a 
large  opening.  The  pharjTix  was  unusually  wide,  and  termi- 
nated some  way  down  the  neck  in  a  cul  de  sac,  without  having 
any  connection  with  the  oesophagus.  The  larynx  and  its  mus- 
cles were  all  perfect.  This  infant  lived  about  twenty-fomr 
hours.  On  every  attempt  to  suck,  fits  of  coughing  immediately 
supervened,  threatening  suffocation  by  their  violence,  and  last- 
ing till  the  milk  was  all  disgorged  again.  The  only  way  in 
which  food  could  get  into  the  stomach  was  by  passing  through 
the  rima  glottidis  first,  and  then  reaching  the  oesophagus  from 
the  opening  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  trachea. 

Mr.  Annandale  *  illustrates  the  pathological  appearances  of  the 
case  of  an  infant  who  died  in  forty-eight  hours  after  birth,  in 
which  the  upper  part  of  the  oesophagus  was  dilated  into  a  pouch 
tliree-tentlis  of  an  inch  above  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea,  into 
the  posterior  wall  of  which  it  entered  at  tliis  point.  Similar 
cases  rejx)rted  by  others  are  referred  to  in  his  article. 

CONOENFTAL   FISTULE   OF   THE   (ESOPHAGUS. 

As  has  been  mentioned  elsewhere,  a  fistule  of  the  oesophagus 
sometimes  remains  after  a  woimd  of  that  tube,  or  after  the  dis- 
charge of  an  oesophageal  abscess,  the  result  of  the  retention  of 
a  foreign  body. 

A  few  cases  of  congenital  fistule  are  on  record.  The  evi- 
dences of  a  fistulous  opening  are  seen  on  some  part  of  the 
neck,  giving  discharge  every  day  to  several  drops  of  pus, 
a  drop  or  two  of  which  can  almost  always  be  pressed  out  of 
the  little  opening.  The  track  of  the  fistule  is  often  so  slender 
that  a  delicate  probe  cannot  be  passed  along  it  without  penetra- 
ting the  walls  of  the  fistule.     The  fistule  is  supposed  not  to  be 

^  A  TreatiBe  on  the  Diseases  and  Injuries  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea. 

•  DuhUn  Hospital  lUports,  VoL  V.,  p.  310. 

*  Edinb,  Med,  Jour,,  Jan.,  1860,  p.  69a 
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connected  with  the  air-passages,  in  consequence  of  the  failure 
of  every  attempt  to  pass  air  out  of  it  from  the  hmgs. 

If  the  opening  have  been  congenital,  it  will  probably  be 
fomid  on  inquiry,  as  in  a  case  reported  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Duncan,* 
that  drops  of  milk  exuded  from  it  at  some  time  when  the  cliild 
was  suckling. 

The  i)08ition  of  the  fistulous  opening,  the  direction  taken  by 
an  exploring  probe,  and  some  history  of  the  escape  of  nutri- 
ment, can  alone  distinguish  it  from  other  fistules  of  the  neck 
which  open  externally  in  front  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  or  to 
one  side  of  it,  and  which  originate  in  one  of  the  three  mucous 
bursas  in  this  situation,  most  frequently,  according  to  the 
researches  of  Qiirlt,  in  the  infra-hyoid  bun*a. 

I  have  seen  a  few  cases  of  fistulous  openings  in  the  neck, 
either  congemtal,  or  of  life-long  standing  to  the  best  recollec- 
tions of  the  patient,  in  which  it  was  impossible  even,  in  one 
case,  by  cutting  down  upon  the  track  and  following  its  apparent 
entire  course,  to  find  whether  it  really  comnmnicated  with  the 
pharynx  or  oesophagus,  or  not.  In  the  case  referred  to  no  cyst 
was  found  connected  with  the  thyro-hyoid  bursa,  though  the 
track  led  directly  to  the  hyoid  bone,  which  appeared  denuded 
of  its  periosteum.  This  was  scraped,  the  fistulous  track  cut 
out,  and  the  parts  brought  together,  with  some  benefit  as  far  as 
a  reduction  of  tlie  amount  of  discharge  was  concerned,  but 
failure  in  reference  to  any  obliteration  of  the  tistulc,  which 
was  congenital,  and  existed  in  a  healthy  lad  some  twenty  years 
of  age. 

STRICTURE   OF   THE   (ESOPnAGUS. 

Stricture  of  the  esophagus  is  occasionally  congenital,  and, 
under  the  circumstances,  would  be  naturally  considered  as  ne- 
cessarily fatal.  That  this  is  not  so,  is  attested  by  a  case  narrated 
by  Dr.  Wilks '  and  referred  to  by  Mr.  Holmes,*  in  the  follow- 
ing language : — 

*  Edin.  Med.  Jour.^  Nov.,  1855. 

*  Pathological  Transactions,  XVIL,  138. 

'  The  Surgical  Treatment  of  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.,  2d 
Edit.,  p.  137. 
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"  The  patient  was  a  very  healthy  man,  and  well  nourished. 
lie  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four,  of  pneumonia,  having 
never  previously  had  a  serious  ilhiess  during  tlie  whole  of  Dr. 
Roote's  pi*ofessional  knowledge  of  him,  which  extended  o\-er 
upwards  of  thirty  years,     lie  took  his  food,  however,  like  a 
rmninating  animal,  and  had  never  been  free  from  this  rumi- 
nating tendency,  as  far  as  he  could  remember,  so  that  it  wm 
believed  to  be  congenital,  esj>ecially  as  post-mortem  examina- 
tion showed   no  trace   of    any   diseased  action.     lie  alwajs 
brought  up  a  }X)rtion  of  every  meal  he  took,  and  could  not 
swallow  solid  food  without  washing  down  each  mouthful  with 
fluid.     At  the  same  time,  he  always  persisted  in  saying  that 
he  did  not  vomit  his  food,  but  coughed  it  up,  and  tliat  he  had 
never  been  sick  in  his  life.     A  bougie  could  be  passed,  but 
it  was  always  followed  by  his  coughing  up  more  or  less  of 
the  solid  or  liquid  food  taken  within  the  last  few  hoiuis.    On 
examination,  the  upj^er  part  of  the  oesophagus  was  found  enor- 
mously dilated,  measuring  six  and  a  half  inches  in  circrnn- 
ference  in  its  undistended  state,  and  was  of  nearly  uniform  size 
throughout.     Towards  the  stomach,  however,  it  suddenly  con- 
tracted, and  here  the  tube  was  as  nmch  below  the  natural  size 
as  in  other  parts  it  was  above  it.     The  little  finger  coidd  just 
be  squeezed  thro\igh  into  the  stomach.     But  there  was  no  thick- 
ening, and  no  trace  of  cicatrization  as  the  result  of  disease." 

A  similar  (condition  of  things  is  sometimes  attendant  upon 
simple  stri(^turo  (;f  the  a3Sophagus,  the  resTilt  of  the  inflamma- 
tory process,  without  the  production  of  pseudoplastic  deposit. 
The  inflainniation  giving  rise  to  this  condition  may  have  impli- 
cated only  the  sTibmucous  connective  tissue,  or  it  may  have 
affected  all  the  coats  of  the  oesophagus. 

Sometimes  the  immediate  cause  of  the  stricture  is  miknown, 
and  it  is  therefore  referred  to  a  si)ontaneou8  origin.  Most  fre- 
quently the  strictui'e  results  from  the  inflammation  following 
mechanical  injur}',  or  scalds  received  in  swallowing  hot  fluids  or 
caustic  sTibstances.  The  most  common  seat  of  this  form  of  stric- 
ture 16  at  the  \ij)per  part  of  the  oesophagus,  the  narrowest  jx)rtion 
of  the  tTibe  in  its  normal  condition,  or  it  may  exist  at  the 
lowest  portion  of  the  pliarynx,  just  beliind  the  cricoid  cartilage. 
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These  are  the  portions  most  accessible  to  meclianical  injury, 
bums,  and  scalds.  Occasionally  the  stricture  is  the  result  of 
acute  or  chronic  inflammation,  of  spontaneous  origin.  It  is 
also  produced  by  the  existence  of  malignant  disease. 

The  stricture  is  usually  due  to  disease  involving  the  mucous 
membrane  and  submucous  connective  tissue,  though  sometimes 
involving  the  muscular  portion  of  the  tube  also.  In  cases  which 
are  not  cancerous,  the  diminution  of  the  calibre  of  the  tube  is 
usually  due  to  submucous  fibrinous  deposit,  and  to  thickening 
of  the  mucous  membrane.  This  diminution  may  be  so  great 
as  to  amount  to  almost  complete  occlusion.  The  seat  of  the 
stricture  is  usually  just  behind  the  lower  portion  of  the  larynx, 
or  just  below  it ;  but  it  may  occur  lower  down,  and  has  been 
known  to  take  place  witliin  three  or  four  inches  of  the  cardiac 
orifice  of  the  stomach.  Most  frequently  the  stricture  is  single, 
but  sometimes  there  are  two  or  three  of  them.  In  a  case  re- 
cently imder  the  author's  care,  there  were  two  strictures,  one  just 
behind  the  lower  portion  of  the  larynx,  which  could  be  readily 
passed  with  a  moderately  large  bougie,  and  another,  apparently 
two  inches  below  it,  w^hich  could  be  passed  only  by  means  of 
a  rat-tailed  bougie.  Most  of  the  cases  met  with  occur  in  early 
adult  life,  but.tliey  may  be  encountered  at  any  age.  Males 
appear  to  suffer  more  frequently  than  females. 

The  diagnosis  of  stricture  of  the  oesophagus  is  usually  sufli- 
ciently  easy.  The  patient  will  complain  of  more  or  less  diffi- 
culty of  deglutition,  which  in  severe  cases  may  amount  to  inability 
to  swallow ;  or  rather  of  an  impediment  or  obstacle  to  the  com^ 
pletion  of  the  act  of  deglutition.  This  is  sometimes  attended 
by  spasm,  regiirgitation  of  food,  oppression  in  the  respiratory 
organs,  pain  in  the  parts,  and  more  or  less  nervous  distress. 
There  will  be  more  or  less  general  ill-health  from  insufficient 
nourishment;  and  sometimes  pain,  more  or  less  severe,  will 
be  complained  of  in  the  region  of  the  sternum,  stomach,  or 
cenical  vertebi-p.  It  has  been  proposed  by  Dr.  Hamburger  * 
to  apply  auscultation  of  the  oesopliagus  to  the  diagnosis  of  this^ 
and  other  diseases  of  the  tube.     The  fact  being  detennined  that 

»  Medizin.  Jalirb,  xv.  11.    18G8.     Oaz,  Uebd,  1868,  50,  p.  703. 
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tlie  impaired  deglutition  is  not  due  to  paralysis,  to  abscess  of 
the  pharynx  or  oesophagus,  or  to  tumor,  the  suspicion  of  stric- 
ture arises ;  and  the  diagnosis  is  confirmed  or  disproved  by  the 
passage  into  the  stomach  of  gum -elastic  bougies,  or  oesophageal 
probes,  consisting  of  olive-shaped  masses  of  ivorj'  of  different 
sizes,  and  affixed  to  stout  whalebone  rods.  These  instruments  are 
to  be  carried  through  the  stricture  if  possible,  and  the  length  of 
the  constriction  is  judged  of  by  the  distance  along  which  resist- 
ance to  the  passage  of  the  instrument  is  felt ;  the  diameter  of 
the  stricture,  by  the  size  of  the  largest  instnnnent  which  can 
be  employed  ;  and  its  consistence,  by  the  amount  of  resistance 
offered  to  the  passage  of  the  exploring  instrument.  Tlie  instru- 
ment, after  passing  a  stricture,  should  always  be  carried  down 
into  the  stomach,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  be  any 
more  strictures  further  down  the  oesophagus.  Great  care  is 
necessary  in  the  passage  of  these  instruments,  on  account  of  the 
probable  existence  of  a  pouched  condition  of  the  tube  immediately 
above  the  seat  of  stricture,  into  which  the  instniment  may  glide, 
and  through  which  it  may  be  thrust  by  the  employment  of  an 
undue  amount  of  muscular  force. 

In  cases  where  the  stricture  is  quite  small,  and  pouched  at  its 
side.  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren  recommends  the  use  of  a  conical 
wax  bougie  with  the  tip  bent  forwards,  as  more  likely  to  pass 
the  stricture  than  a  straight  bougie,  which  would  be  apt  to  be- 
come caught  in  the  sac. 

The  treatment  of  stricture  of  the  oesophagus  resolves  itself 
into  attention  to  the  general  health,  and  mechanical  or  opera- 
tive measures  for  the  removal  of  the  constriction. 

Where  there  is  cancerous  disease,  the  employment  of  local 
measures  for  relief  of  the  constriction  is,  in  the  main,  unjustifi- 
able, because  they  usually  produce  injury  which  may  be  serious 
in  character. 

Tlie  local  treatment  consists  in  the  mechanical  dilatation  of 
the  stricture  by  the  repeated  passage  of  bougies,  or  oesophageal 
probangs  of  larger  and  larger  size,  or  of  metallic  tubes  which,  by 
mechanical  arrangements  externally,  can  be  gradually  dilated 
after  their  introduction.  Fig.  43  represents  a  very  common  and 
useful  form  of  dilator  for  stricture  of  the  oesophagus.     It  is 
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Fig.  43. 


composed  of  ivory  olives  attached  to  a  flexible  whalebone  rod, 
a  number  of  which  instruments  of  graduated  size  are  necessary 
for  the  treatment  of  the  affection. 

The  bougie  or  dilator  is  employed  every  day, 
every  other  day,  or  at  more  lengthened  intervals, 
according  to  the  tolerance  of  the  parts  and  the 
progress  of  the  case;  being  retained  several 
minutes  at  each  introd\iction,  and  followed  by  tlie 
mere  passage,  in  and  out,  of  a  larger  instrument 
shortly  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  first  one.  This 
method  is  continued,  if  applicable,  until  it  is 
pretty  certain  that  nothing  further  is  to  be  gained 
in  this  way,  when  the  patient  may  be  dismissed, 
with  instructions  to  continue  the  passage  of  the 
instrument  once  a  week  or  once  a  fortnight,  to 
prevent  or  retard  the  recurrence  of  the  constric- 
tion, a  condition  which  is  very  likely  to  take  place. 

Forcible  dilatation,  by  mechanical  separation 
of  the  sides  of  a  double  metallic  sound,  has  some- 
times been  employed  with  success  ;  but  it  is  an 
operation  which  may  prove  injurious,  and  is  to 
be  undertaken  with  great  care.  Ilesort  is  also  oc- 
casionally made  to  a  combined  method  of  gradual 
and  forcible  dilatation,  consisting  in  passing  a 
thin  rubber  tube  along  the  stricture  by  means  of 
a  firm  conductor,  and  then  pouring  water  or  quick- 
silver into  tlic  tube,  to  dilate  the  distensible  por- 
tion within  the  grasp  of  the  stricture. 

Attempts  are  sometimes  made  to  destroy  the  cicatricial  tissue 
by  means  of  caustics  carried  to  the  parts  in  a  protected  tube,  so 
as  to  avoid  contact  with  the  sound  tissues.  This  method  has 
proved  successful  in  a  mmiber  of  instances,  but  requires  great 
caution  in  selecting  cases  suitable  for  it. 

Division  of  the  stricture  has  been  performed  by  means  of  a 
concealed  lance  at  the  extremity  of  a  metallic  tube,  the  knife 
being  projected  when  the  stricture  is  felt,  and  then  carried 
through  it  and  retracted  as  soon  as  the  want  of  resistance  shows 
the  stricture  to  have  been  passed.    Dilatation  is  then  kept  up 
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by  means  of  oesophageal  tubes  and  bougies  frequently  intro- 
duced. 

(Esopliagotomy  has  occasionally  been  practised  in  stricture  of 
the  oesophagus,  but  the  results  have  not  been  successful  as  to 
cure. 

Tlie  cure  of  a  stricture  usually  requires  verj^  protracted 
treatment,  varying  from  six  to  eighteen  months  on  the  average. 
Many  cases  are  altogether  insusceptible  of  treatment,  and  ter- 
minate fatallv  in  a  few  months  or  a  few  veai-s. 

In  this  slow  way  the  celebrated  Englisli  physiologist,  Marshall 
Hall,  fell  a  victim  to  a  stricture  of  the  oesophagus,  with  ulcera- 
tion of  a  dilated  sac  of  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus  above  the 
seat  of  stricture.  Post-mortem  examination  revealed  the  fact 
tliat  the  strictTire  was  not  very  great,  but  that  a  fold  of  mucous 
membmne  at  its  upper  portion,  and  pointing  upwards,  fonned 
a  soil  of  valve  which  prevented  the  passage  of  food,  though 
there  was  spafje  enough,  as  found  after  death,  to  pass  the  finger 
through  the  stricture  from  below  upwards. 

Professor  Billnjth,  of  Vienna,  has  suggested*  the  excision  of 
a  portion  of  the  a^sophagus  in  cases  of  carcinomatous  disease, 
being  disposed  to  consider  favorably  of  the  operation  in  conse- 
quence of  the  success  which  so  frequently  attends  the  operation 
of  oesoi)hagotomy  for  foreign  Ixnly,  and  from  the  fact  that,  as  a 
rule,  cancer  of  the  oesophagus  remains  confined  to  its  original 
locality,  and  does  not  extend  to  the  lymphatic  glands.  From 
some  experiments  made  by  him  upon  the  dog,  he  is  inclined  to 
regard  the  operation  as  holding  out  a  reasonable  hope  of  success. 
Nourishment  could  be  maintained  through  the  wound  at  first, 
and  afterwards,  as  cicatrization  took  place,  through  the  mouth, 
the  stomach  tube  being  employed  until  its  use  becomes  no 
longer  necessary  ;  this  being  the  plan  employed  in  the  experi- 
ments alluded  to. 

Li  one  of  his  successful  exi)eriments  upon  the  dog,  he  re- 
moved an  entire  section  of  the  oesophagus,  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
length  ;  and  when  the  animal  was  killed,  some  time  after  re- 
coveiy,  it  was  found  that  the  cicatrix  was  very  narrow,  hardly 

»  Arehivfur  KUnische  Chirurgie,    Bd.  adi.,  part  1,  1871,  p.  65. 
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half  a  line  in  breadth.  Billroth  is  of  opinion  that  operations  of 
this  kind  onght  to  be  as  successful  as  the  parallel  operations  of 
external  urethrotomy  in  cases  of  loss  of  substance  of  the  urethra 
from  ulceration  or  gangrene,  operations  which  are  followed  by 
perfect  restoration  of  ftmction. 

The  resulting  cicatricial  stricture  would  be  apt,  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other,  to  yield  to  systematic  dilatation. 

A  oonstriotion  of  the  CBsophagus  is  sometimes  produced 
in  consequence  of  the  pressure  of  a  cancerous  or  other  tumor 
on  the  exterior  of  the  tube.  Such  cases  sometimes  o<?cur  in 
connection  with  goitrous  tumors  which  have  extended  down- 
wards and  backwards.     These  cases  must  be  carefully  differ- 

ftp 

entiated  from  stricture  of  the  oesophagus  the  result  of  disease 
in  the  tube  itself,  for  they  are  not  amenable  to  local  treatment. 
A  few  cases  have  been  recorded  in  which  more  or  less  tem- 
porary amelioration  has  followed  the  careful  introduction  of 
tubes  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  nourishment ;  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  available  calibre  of  the  oesophagus  having  resulted. 

SPASM   OF   THE   (ESOPHAGUS. 

A  spasmodic  constriction  of  the  oesophagus  is  not  unfre- 
quently  met  with,  and  is  known  as  spasmodic  stricture  of  the 
CESophafrus.  The  inability  to  swallow  usually  occurs  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly,  and  is  often  attended  with  pain  and  a  sense 
of  constriction  of  the  part.  It  is  usually  met  with  in  individuals 
subject  to  affections  of  the  intestinal  canal,  of  the  spinal  column, 
or  other  organs,  and  is  often  one  of  the  manifestations  of  that 
(condition  which  we  denominate  hysteria.  Thoui'h  occurring 
most  frequently  in  nervous  females,  it  affects  males  also.  It 
has  been  noticed  at  all  ages. 

Spasm  sometimes  exists  for  years.  The  nature  of  the  affec- 
tion is  diagnosed  by  the  j)assage  of  an  oesophageal  bougie,  an 
operation  which  often  cures  the  spasm  at  once.  "Where  this 
docs  not  happen,  and  there  is  no  do\ibt  as  to  the  diagnosis,  the 
passage  of  the  sponge  probang  saturated  with  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  repeated  every  few  days,  is  often  adequate 
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tx)  relief.  Sonietinies  the  constriction  ceases  as  suddenly  and 
as  iinex})ectedly  as  it  commenced. 

Tlie  general  health  is  to  be  attended  to,  tonics  being  nsnally 
called  for.  Tlie  internal  administration  of  antispasmodics,  and 
the  ap])lication  externally  along  the  spine  of  a  mustard  poultice, 
a  blister,  or  a  stimulating  liniment,  will  also  often  be  indi- 
cated. 

Tlie  passage  of  the  electric  current,  the  positive  pole  being 
applied  to  the  seat  of  spasm  by  means  of  the  oesophageal  elec- 
trode, will  often  promptly  overcome  the  constriction ;  the  source 
of  the  electricity,  in  tlie  main,  being  a  matter  of  indifference. 

DILATATION   OF   THE   (ESOPHAOrS. 

An  abnonnal  dilatation  of  the  oesophagus  is  sometimes  met 
with,  chiefly  as  a  pathological  curiosity.  Most  of  the  subjects 
of  this  affection  had  been  addicted  during  lite  to  a  si>ecic8  of 
rumination. 

M.  Raymond '  rejx>rts  a  case  in  which  the  abnormal  dilatation 
took  place  between  the  lobes  of  the  lungs,  from  the  base  of  the 
heart  to  the  canlia. 

Prof.  Luschka  has  reported'  a  ver)'  remarkable  case  of  this 
kind  in  a  woman  some  fifty  years  of  age,  who,  from  her  fifteenth 
year,  had  possessed  the  faculty  of  voluntary  regurgitation  of 
food,  without  effort  and  without  pain.  Towards  the  close  of 
her  life  she  suffered  with  rheumatism,  hemorrhagic  erosions  of 
tlie  stomach  and  oisophfigus,  leading  to  the  vomiting  of  coagu- 
lated black  blood,  from  the  loss  of  which,  with  the  coexistent  can- 
cerous degeneration  of  several  lymphatic  glands,  a  condition  of 
debility  was  produced  which  tenninated  fatally  by  cfidema  of 
the  lungs.  A  |)08t-mortem  examination  revealed  the  existence  of 
an  enonnous  dilatation  of  the  aesophagus  (Fig.  44),  nearly 
equalling  in  bulk  the  capacity  of  the  stomach.  There  was 
no  constrictitni  of  the  cardiac  jwrtion  below  it,  as  in  the  cases 
reported  by  Ilokitansky  and  otliers.     The  dilated   oBSophagus 


»   Craz.  2iid.     Paris,  1809.     No.  7,  p.  91. 

*  Yiichow's  Archie  f&r  Anat,  &c.,  March,  1868,  p.  473. 
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was  48  centimetres  in  lengtli  iiietead  of  29  i-ciitiinetre3,  the 
uormal  lengtli.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  it  nitist  have  occupied 
a  curvilinear  position  during  life.     At  the  i>oint  of  greatest 
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enlargement  it  equalled  the  size  of  the  arm  of  a  muscular  man, 
being  30  centimetres  in  circumference ;  the  medium  circum- 
ference being  normally  but  7^  centimetres.  A  sort  of  spindle 
6hai)e  was  given  to  the  enlargement  by  a  slight  constriction  at 
the  border  of  the  upper  and  middle  thirds,  where  it  occurs  in 
the  normal  oesophagus.  The  muscular  layer  was  hypertrophied, 
and  the  muco\is  membrane  gave  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
intense  catarrhal  inflammation,  with  the  existence  of  the  hem- 
orrhagic erosions  that  were  suspected  during  life. 

PARALYSIS   OF   TTO-:  PUARYNX   AND   (ESOPUAGUS. 

Paralysis  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  pliarynx  and  oesopha- 
gus is  sometimes  met  with.  If  the  dysphagia  indicative  of  this 
condition  occui-s  at  the  initial  moment  of  deglutition,  the  trou- 
ble is  likely  to  be  situated  in  the  pharynx ;  if  at  a  later  moment, 
it  may  be  in  the  a?8ophagu8.  It  sometimes  (x?curs  in  the  course 
of  acute  diseai^e,  as  one  of  the  precui*8ors  of  death.  Liquids  are 
sometimes  swallowed  with  great  difficulty,  and  the  attempt  at 
deglutition  is  accompanied  by  contortions  of  the  head  and  neck 
to  assist  their  passage.  Not  unfrequently,  the  liquid  passes  into 
the  air  passages.  In  chronic  diseases,  in  which  the  brain  and 
spinal  cord  become  affected,  the  power  of  swallowing  is  some- 
times lost  a  long  time  before  death,  the  approach  of  which 
may  be  retarded  by  the  use  of  the  stomach  tube  for  the  injec- 
tion of  nutriment. 

Sometimes  the  paralysis  occurs  in  the  wake  of  diseases,  such 
as  diphtheria,  after  convalescence  has  been  established;  and 
sometimes  it  appears  to  occur  as  an  independent  affection. 

The  a\ithor  recently  encountered  a  ease  of  inability  to  swal- 
low solids  from  paralysis  of  the  constrictor  muscles  of  the  pha- 
rjaix,  the  result  of  sun-stroke.  The  affection  continued  for 
several  months,  during  tlie  last  three  of  which  the  patient  was 
under  the  author's  personal  care.  Faradization  of  the  constric- 
tors, repeated  every  two  or  three  days,  finally  res\ilted  in  a  cure. 
The  negative  pole  was  placed  upon  the  muscles  of  the  pharj'nx 
and  moved  from  one  to  the  other,  the  positive  jx)le  being  held 
in  the  hand  or  placed  at  some  indifferent  portion  of  the  body. 

The  local  employment  of  electricity  in  some  of  its  forms,  and 
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the  internal  administration  of  a  salt  of  strychnia,  or  its  hypo- 
dennic  use,  would  seem,  with  the  aid  of  tonics  and  nourishing 
bi"otli8,  to  be  the  most  appropriate  treatment  for  cases  of  this 
nature. 

If  the  cesophagus  be  paralyzed,  there  may  be  danger  in  using 
an  oesophageal  electrode,  as  shown  by  Duchenne,  for  fear  of  un- 
duly exciting  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  and  thereby  inducmg 
syncope. 

A  case  of  paralysis  of  the  oesophagus  coming  on  during  preg- 
nancy, and  returning  during  a  second  pregnancy,  occurred  un- 
der the  care  of  M.  Demarcpiay,*  in  w'hich  notable  amelioration 
followed  a  treatment  by  electro-puncture. 

GLOSSO-rnARYNGEAL   PARALYSIS. 

A  certain  variety  of  progressive  general  paralysis,  almost  al- 
ways fatal,  makes  its  fii*st  appearance  as  a  local  involvement  of 
one  or  more  of  the  muscular  factore  concerned  in  the  perfonn- 
ance  of  the  functions  of  mastication,  deglutition,  speech,  and 
respiration. 

It  has  been  called  glosso-laryngeal  paralysis,  glosso-pharyn- 
geal  paralysis,  labio-glosso-laryngeal  paralysis,  etc.  To  desig- 
nate most  of  the  main  factors  of  the  malady  in  one  appellation 
we  should  require  a  name  as  long  as  labio-glosso-pharj'iigo- 
larjTigeal  paralysis ;  and  then  we  would  not  have  indicated  its 
comiection  with  the  palate  and  tlie  cheeks. 

Attention  was  <lirected  to  this  special  affection  l)y  Prof. 
Trousseau  in  1844;  but  marked  professional  notice  was  first 
prominently  called  to  it  by  Duchenne  (of  Boulogne)  in  18G0,  and 
subsequently  again  (1864)  by  Trousseau,  and  by  Ollivier ;  since 
which  time  it  has  fonned  the  theme  of  many  valuable  articles 
in  the  medical  joTu-nals  of  Europe  and  America. 

Kecentlv,  Duchenne  has  ajjain  called  marked  attention  to  the 
subject'  in  an  elaborate  essay  upon  the  structure  and  morpho- 
logy of  the  medulla  oblongata. 

»  B\ji3l.  Gen,  de  Therap.,  July  30,  1869,  p.  82. 

'  Recherches  incono-photographiqiies  sur  la  morphologie  et  sur  la  stmctnre 
intime  du  bulbe  hnmain,  leor  application  a  T^tude  anatomo-pathologique  de  la 
paralysie  glosso-labio-laryngce. — Arch.  Gen.  de  Med.^  ^^Yi  1870,  p.  539,0^  ieq. 
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The  affection  has  been  more  frequently  o'bserved  in  males 
than  in  females ;  and,  as  a  rule,  m  subjects  of  over  fifty  years  of 
age.  Some  observei'S  have  never  seen  it  before  the  age  of  forty. 
Two  of  the  author's  cases,  one  subjected  to  treatment,  and  the 
other  not,  were  under  thirty  years  of  age.  There  are  one  or 
two  instances  on  record  in  which  the  disease,  or  an  afiFeetiou 
simulating  it  to  a  remarkable  degree,  began  during  an  access  of 
febrile  disease.  Usually,  some  mental  trouble,  such  as  loss  of 
property,  of  members  of  one's  family,  etc.,  appeai-s  to  be  the 
exciting  cause.  In  the  case  of  the  youngest  subject  which  the 
author  has  seen,  the  cause  seemed  to  be  over-study  for  honors 
at  college. 

The  affection  usually  begins  with  a  paralysis  of  the  orbicularis 
oris  and  adjacent  muscles,  gradually  progressing,  until  finally  the 
patient  is  unable  to  pronounce  the  consonants  and  vowels  requir- 
ing the  use  of  the  lips,  such  as  6>,  m,^,  5, /,  v,  and  in  a  little  while 
is  unable  to  blow  or  to  kiss.  As  the  disease  i)i'ogresses  the  tongue 
becomes  involved,  and  then  the  palate,  the  pharynx,  the  cheeks, 
and  the  larynx.  Sometimes  it  begins  in  the  tongue,  with  failure 
in  the  pronunciation  of  the  dentals,  etc.,  ty  dy  ;?,  M,  e/t,  etc.,  and 
more  or  less  difficulty  in  controlling  the  alimentary  bolus. 
There  therefore  occurs  more  or  less  dysphagia,  gi-adually  pro- 
gressive ;  nasal  speech,  and  escape  of  drinks  from  the  nostrils ; 
inability  to  retain  the  saliva;  and  aphonia.  At  a  further  stage 
of  the  affection  the  respiratory  muscles  become  affected ;  and 
finally,  in  some  instances,  there  ensues  paralysis  of  the  limbs. 
Sometimes  cerebellar  ataxia  follows  tlie  affection,  and  tliis  may 
take  place  even  several  months  after  satisfactory  relief  from  the 
original  affection.*  The  patient  gradually  sinks  a  prey  to 
debility  consequent  upon  inanition. 

The  pathological  observations  thus  far  made  show  this  affec- 
tion to  be  due  to  sclerosis  or  other  structural  lesion  of  the 
medulla  oblongata,  with  fatty  or  tuberculous  degeneration  of 
the  roots  of  the  nerves  distributed  to  the  parts  affected  by  the 
disease ;  or  sometimes  a  mere  atroi)hy,  a  fatty  degeneration  of 


^  Schiitzenberger :  Cas  de  paralyfiie  labio-glosso-pharyngienne  suiTie  d^ataxie 
odr^belleuse.     Gaz.  Med.  de  Strasbourg ,  1868,  p.  74 
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the  muscular  fibres  of  the  parts  afifected,  has  been  found  to 
exist,  though  this  does  not  constitute  an  essential  element  of  the 
lesion.  The  disease,  as  a  rule,  is  fatal.  A  few  cases  of  recovery 
or  of  retrogression,*  and  several  of  amelioration,  persisting  for  a 
long  time,'  are  on  record ;  and  in  these  it  must  be  inferred  that 
there  has  been  merely  a  congestion  at  the  roots  of  the  nerves, 
a  hemorrhage,  or  some  other  condition  i)reparatory  to  the  stage 
of  degeneration,  the  tendency  to  which  has  been  fortunately 
overcome. 

Counter-irritation  at  the  nape  of  the  neck,  iodide  of  potas- 
siimi,  or  its  equivalent,  internally,  and  local  faradization  of  the 
affected  muscles,  appear  to  be  the  chief  remedial  agents  relied 
upon  for  the  treatment  of  tills  affection,  the  prognosis  being 
always  a  grave  one. 

TCMORS   IN   THE   (ESOPHAGUS. 

Tumors  of  the  oesophagus  are  not  of  f  re(iuent  occurrence.  Dr. 
J.  Mason  Warren  records*  a  curious  case  of  a  large  polyp  de- 
pending into  the  oesophagus,  and  attached  to  the  outside  of  the 
epiglottis.  The  patient,  a  gentleman  of  fifty-four  ycare  of  jige, 
began  to  experience  a  soreness  of  the  tliroat  in  swallowing,  in 
1860,  and  some  ten  weeks  afterwards  was  able  to  force  into  his 
mouth  a  tumor  from  the  oesophagus.  This  gave  him  but  little 
inconvenience  for  six  yeai-s,  when  it  began  to  increase  rapidly, 
and  caused  much  trouble  in  deglutition.  He  applied  to  Dr. 
Warren  some  three  weeks  after  the  appearance  of  these  trouble- 
some symptoms,  and  forced  into  his  mouth,  by  an  effort  of  regur- 
gitation, a  large  white-l(X)king  tumor  of  the  shape  and  size  of  a 
small  sausage.  It  resumed  its  situation  in  the  a^sophagus  on  a 
slight  effort  of  the  patient.  The  finger  detected  its  origin  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  epiglottis ;  and  a  laryngoscopic  exami- 
nation showed  this  origin  to  be  by  a  broad  base,  commencing 
low  down  on  tlie  left  side  of  the  epiglottis,  which  it  dragged 


»  La  TrUmne  MedieaU,  18(}8,  p.  340 ;  Alex.  Smith,  Med.  Times  and  Gaz., 
1871,  April  22,  p.  464;  the  author,  The  Medical  Beecrd,  voL  iv.  p.  201. 

•  H^rard :  Gaz.  Utbd.,  1808,  p.  182. 

*  Surgioal  ObBervations.     BoBton,  1860,  p.  110. 


228  SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS    OF    THE   (ESOPHAGUS. 

down  and  over  to  the  same  side,  whence,  by  a  ribbon-like 
pedicle,  it  extended  into  the  oisophagus. 

Being  brought  up  into  the  mouth,  it  was  transfixed  by  a 
curved  needle  armed  with  a  long  thread.  As  it  bled  freely,  it 
was  tied  by  a  strong  ligature,  as  near  the  base  as  possible,  and 
was  then  cut  off  in  front  with  Simpson's  long-curved  scissors. 

The  portion  removed  was  about  three  inches  in  length  and 
two  inches  in  circumference.  It  was  of  a  fibrous  character. 
Gentle  drawing  uixyn  the  ligatures  for  two  or  three  days  in- 
duced the  spontaneous  expulsion  of  the  pedicle. 

Dr.  Gibb*  relates  a  case  of  large,  pendulous,  fatty  tumor  in 
this  situation,  in  a  man  of  eighty  years  of  age,  who  had  had 
throat  symptoms  for  twelve  years,  and  who  died  suddenly  while 
smoking. 

Four  years  before  his  death,  during  an  act  of  vomiting,  a 
large  mass  protruded,  which  he  was  obliged  to  return  as  soon 
as  possible,  to  prevent  sufl^ocation. 

A  large,  pendulous,  fatty  tumor  was  found  filling  the 
pharynx,  and  extending  into  the  oesophagus  to  the  extent  of 
nine  inches.  It  was  attached  by  an  envelope  of  mucous  mem- 
brane and  fibrous  tissue  to  tlie  left  side  of  the  epiglottis,  which 
it  dmgged  downwards  and  to  the  left  side  so  as  to  prevent  i>er- 
fect  closure  of  the  larynx,  and  it  was  also  connected  with  the 
upper  part  of  the  pharynx. 

Middeld<jrpf '  narmtcs  the  case  of  a  man  of  twenty-six  years 
of  age  fruni  whom,  in  January,  1853,  he  removed  an  oesopha- 
geal polyp,  after  having  encircled  its  base,  near  the  root  of  the 
tongue,  by  a  strong  silken  ligature.  The  excision  was  practised 
about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  front  of  the  Hgatm-e.  The 
excised  portion  was  three  inches  in  length  and  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  and  weighed,  after  a  great  deal  of  blood  had 
flowed  from  it,  one  ounce  and  three  drachms.  Examined  under 
the  microscope,  it  proved  to  be  a  fibroid  tumor  with  numerous 
vessels  and  papillae.  The  ligature  came  away  with  the  remains 
of  the  polyp  upon  the  twenty-first  day.  Five  years  after  the 
operation  the  patient  was  still  well. 

'  On  the  Throat  and  Windpipe.    2d  ed.,  p.  371. 
*  Schmidt»8  Jahrb,  90,  p.  131. 
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In  Middeldorpf  8  case,  and  in  that  of  Warren,  the  ligature 
was  secured  to  the  ear. 

Pn)fessor  Rokitansky,  Dallas,  Middeldorpf,  and  others  have 
also  recorded  cases  in  which  the  length  of  the  tumor  exceeded 
six  inches. 

WOUNDS   OF   THE   (ESOPUAOUS. 

Tlie  oesophagus  is  not  infrequently  wounded  in  connection 
with  injuries  inflicted  upon  the  larynx  and  trachea ;  but  cases  of 
wounds  limited  to  the  oesophagus  are  rare,  and  are  said  to  he 
usually  the  result  of  gun-shot  wounds  from  small  bullets,  or  to 
be  due  to  puncture  by  the  \HAnt  of  a  knife,  sword,  or  dagger. 
Ilourteloup  *  has  only  been  able  to  collect  four  cases  of  incised 
wounds  of  the  oesophagus:  those  of  Boyer,  Larrey,  and  Du- 
puytren. 

When  occurring  in  suicides,  there  has  usually  been  fatal 
hemorrhage  from  division  of  the  great  vessels  of  the  neck. 
Attempts  at  exploration  of  the  (psophagus  by  means  of  the 
sound  have  been  followed  l)v  laceration  of  this  tube,  'ds  has  also 
the  incautious  use  of  improper  instniments  in  attempts  at  the 
extraction  of  foreign  bodies.  It  has  also  been  wounded  occa- 
sionally in  making  the  incision  for  tracheotomy ;  and  a  case  is 
on  record  in  which  the  tracheotomy  tube  was  actually  passed 
into  the  oesophagus. 

M.  de  Guise,  a  surgeon  of  Cl)arenton,  has  reported  (Compte- 
rendu  de  la  Soc.  de  Chir.)  the  case  of  an  insane  person  who 
intrcKluced  into  the  (esophagus  the  handle  of  a  little  exi)losive 
toy,  which  lacerated  the  organ  a  little  below  the  pharynx, 
and  then  fractured  the  fourth  rib  at  the  vertebral  articulation.' 

Lacerated  wounds  of  the  oesophagus  are  sometimes  produced 
during  an  act  of  vomiting.  Several  cases  of  rupture  from  this 
cause  are  on  record,  the  subjects  of  the  accident  usually  being 
persons  of  intemperate  habits.  The  injury  is  almost  necessarily 
fatal,  for  there  is  no  external  outlet  for  the  matters  which 
escape  from  the  oesophagus. 


*  Plaics  du  Laiynx,  de  la  trach6e,  et  de  Toesophage.     Paris,  18C0,  p.  19. 

*  Hoortelonp,  op.  dt.  p.  24. 
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Rupture  of  the  (Esophagus. — Iloiirteloup  *  reproduces 
tlie  following  case  of  Boerhaave  (Van  Swieten's  Commenta- 
ries, vol.  ii.,  p.  102.     Edinburgh,  1786) : 

A  Baron  Vasscnaer  was  accustomed  to  relieve  himself  by 
vomiting  whenever  he  had  committed  an  excess  at  table,  which 
occurred  frecjuently.  One  evening,  after  dining  copiously,  he 
endeavored  to  assist  the  emesis  by  an  infusion  of  chardon  b^iiit, 
and  vomited,  making  extraordinary  efforts.  Suddenly  he  was 
seized  with  a  very  acute  pain,  which  was  increased  by  whatever 
he  attempted  to  swallow.  Death  occurred  after  eighteen  hours 
of  intense  suffering.  The  lungs  were  found  swimming  in  a 
fluid  similar  to  that  found  in  the  stomach.  There  was  a  trans- 
versal rupture  of  the  oesophagus,  three  fingers'  breadth,  above 
the  diaj)hmgm.  Tlie  most  careful  examination  discovered  no 
trace  of  ulcer  or  erosion  of  the  ruptured  organ. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Charles,  of  Belfast,  records'  a  case  of  a  man,  aetat. 
35,  of  intemperate  habits,  who,  while  vomiting,  felt  something 
give  way  in  his  inside,  and  died  about  seven  and  a  half  hours 
afterwards.  A  longitudinal  fissure  was  found,  penetrating  all 
the  coats  of  the  a>sophagus,  on  the  left  side,  near  the  posterior 
wall,  reaching  from  immediately  below  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the 
stomach  upwards  for  an  inch  and  a  half,  but  extending  farther 
in  the  mucous  membrane  than  in  the  muscular  and  fibrous  coats. 

Dr.  diaries,  who  likewise  mentions  Boerhaave^s  and  some 
othei-s,  cites  a  case  rei>orted  by  Mr.  Drv'den,*  a  surgeon  of  Ja- 
maica, in  which  an  officer,  after  inebriation,  was  seized  w^ith 
nausea  and  an  inclination  to  vomit,  to  promote  which  he  drank 
some  wann  water ;  and  during  the  straining  which  it  produced 
he  felt  something  give  way  internally,  which  gave  him  the  sen- 
sation as  if  he  had  received  an  injection  of  some  liquid  matter 
into  the  cavitv  of  the  thorax. 

Emphysema  of  the  neck  ensued.  The  patient  died  in  eight 
or  ton  hours.  A  longitudinal  laceration,  large  enough  to  admit 
the  foro  and  middle  fingers,  was  discovered  in  the  oesophagus, 
just  before  it  i)asses  through  the  diaphragm. 

'  Plaics  du  lar^'nx,  de  la  trach<Se,  et  de  roesophoge.     Page  33. 

*  Dub.  Quart,  Jour.  Mt-d.  Science,     November,  1870,  p.  311. 

*  JIfdicai  Cammentarie$j  Edinbuigh.    Decade  2.   Vol  iii  1788. 
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About  a  gallon  of  a  mixture  of  wine,  water,  and  food  was 
contained  in  the  left  pleura ;  and  nearly  two  quarts  of  the  same 
kind  of  fluid  in  the  right  pleura. 

Dr.  Monro,  Morhid  Anatomy,  1811,  p.  311,  mentions  a  simi- 
lar instance,  communicated  to  him  by  Dr.  Cannichael  Smyth. 
Other  references  are  given  by  Dr.  Charles,  which  may  be  con- 
sulted with  advantage  in  further  elucidation  of  the  subject. 

The  treatment  of  wounds  of  the  oeso])hagus  must  be  con- 
ducted on  general  principles,  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
case.  Under  some  circumstances  the  opening  into  the  gut 
must  be  ke))t  patulous,  in  order  to  permit  the  injection  of  food 
into  the  stomach.  As  soon  as  there  is  evidence  that  cicatrization 
is  proceeding  favorably,  food  is  cautiously  administered  in  the 
natural  way,  care  being  taken  with  regard  to  its  quantity  and 
quality.  If  fcMxl  pass  out  of  the  woimd,  nourishment  must  be 
maintained  by  the  rectum ;  and  thirst  allayed  by  moistening 
the  lips,  tongue,  and  gums  from  time  to  time,  and  by  pericxli 
cal  si>onging  of  the  body,  (jreat  precaution  is  necessary,  in  the 
return  to  an  ordinary  diet,  that  the  cicatrix  be  not  ruptured. 

There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  wounds  of  the  cesophagus 
are  liable  to  be  followed  by  permanent  constriction  of  the  tube. 
Fistulous  openings  sometimes  remain  after  the  healing  of  a 
woinid  in  the  oesophagus.  They  are  treated  by  the  local  appli- 
cation of  nitrate  of  silver  or  sulphate  of  copj)er,  and  are  said 
to  heal  promptly.  It  is  not  generally  considered  advisable  to 
make  an  attempt  to  close  them  by  plastic  operation,  as  is 
practised  in  cases  of  fistules  communicating  with  the  larynx  or 
trachea. 

Most  authoi-s  are  op]K)sed  to  the  use  of  sutures  in  cases  of 
wounds  of  the  oesophagus ;  but,  as  is  urged  by  Prof.  Gn)S8, 
there  is  probably  tcK)  much  temerity  shown  in  this  respect ;  for 
such  wounds  would  seem  to  call  for  treatment  similar  to  that 
adopted  for  wounds  of  the  intestines,  and  he  therefore  recom- 
mends that  they  be  united  by  the  interrupted  suture,  both  ends 
of  which  should  be  cut  close  to  the  knot,  in  the  expectation 
tliat  the  thread  would  find  its  way  into  the  interior  of  the  tube 
and  be  discharged  with  the  contents  of  the  bowel. 
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FOREIGN    BODIES   IX  THE  (ESOPnAGUS. 

Foreign  bodies  occasionally  lodge  in  the  lower  portion  of  the 
pharynx  and  in  the  (esophagus,  and  may  produce  death  from 
asphyxia  in  a  few  minutes,  from  comj)ression  of  the  trachea. 
A  number  of  cases  of  this  kind  are  on  record  in  professional 
journals,  and  in  the  newspaj>ers.  The  occurrence  of  this  acci- 
dent has  sometimes  been  mistaken  for  a  stroke  of  apoplexy. 
The  foreign  bcKly  usually  is  some  article  of  food — as  a  large 
morsel  of  meat,  a  piece  of  bone,  etc. ;  but  not  infrequently  is 
something  that  should  not  have  been  put  in  the  mouth  at  all — 
such  as  a  (*oin,  fish-hook,  pin,  tack,  etc.  Human  parasites  some- 
times lodge  in  the  oesophagus  as  a  foreign  body.  A  case  of 
acute  delirium  from  this  cause  has  been  reported  by  Laurent. 
Lately,  since  the  wearing  of  false  teeth  has  become  so  common/ 
the  plate  is  sometimes  swallowed  during  sleep  and  becomes 
wedged  in  the  oesophagus  or  phar\nix. 

The  accident  sometimes  occurs,  in  cases  of  stricture  of  the 
oesophagus,  from  want  of  care  in  swallo^ring  morsels  of  food. 

Tlie  point  of  l(Klgment  of  the  foreign  body  is  usually  the 
lower  iK)rtion  of  the  pharj^nx  or  the  upper  portion  of  the  oeso- 
pliagus ;  but  it  is  sometimes  much  more  deeply  situated,  opiK>- 
site  tlie  upper  portion  of  the  stenuim,  or  about  the  region  of 
die  diaphragm.  A  not  infrequent  place  of  lodgement  is  in  the 
pyriform  sinus  fonned  by  the  inner  wall  of  the  wing  of  the 
thyroid  cartilage  and  the  outer  wall  of  the  quadrangular  mem- 
brane of  the  pharynx. 

The  symptoms  of  the  presence  of  a  foreign  bcxly  in  the  oeso- 
phagus will  vary  with  the  nature  of  the  intruder  and  the  posi- 
tion it  occupies.  A  smooth  and  small  body  may  give  rise  to 
very  slight  symptoms — merely,  perhaps,  the  consciousness  of 
having  swallowed  it,  and  a  vague  sense  of  its  presence  in  some 
particular  part  of  the  gullet.  A  larger  body  will  give  rise  to 
gagging  and  vomiting,  during  which  efforts  it  is  often  detached. 
A  pin  will  give  rise  to  a  sensation  of  pricking,  and  sometimes 
to  slight  hemorrhage.     J-arge  bodies  prevent  further  swallow- 
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ing  by  dieir  size,  and  sliarp  ones  by  the  pain  which  the  effort 
produces.  If  tlie  body  is  large  or  irregular,  or  presses  upon  the 
trachea,  or  sticks  by  a  point  to  some  portion  of  the  larynx,  there 
will  be  more  or  less  pain  in  swallowing  or  in  bi'eathing,  which 
will  be  apt  to  be  increased  on  pressure.  Cough,  spasm  of  the 
glottis,  hoarseness,  and  symptoms  of  an  inflammatory  character 
may  supervene,  and  sometimes  may  increase  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  be  very  serious.  The  only  certainty  of  diagnosis  rests  in 
exploration  with  the  finger  or  the  probe,  unless  the  foreign 
bo<ly  can  be  seen  with  the  laryngoscopic  mirror  or  without  it. 

If  a  foreign  body  is  not  removed  from  the  oesophagus  it  may 
give  rise  to  inflannnation  and  abscess,  and  produce  ulceration  of 
the  tissues  in  front  of  it.  Foreign  bodies  sometimes  make  their 
way  to  the  exterior  in  this  manner,  and  may  thus  give  rise  to 
the  fonnation  of  a  fistiile.  Or  the  foreign  body  may  ulcerate 
the  anterior  part  of  the  tube  and  enter  the  trachea,  producing 
death  from  suffocation  or  from  inflammation  of  the  air-passage  ; 
or  it  may  result  in  the  formation  of  a  tracheo-cesophageal  fistule, 
and  thus  i)RKluce  irreparable  mischief.  A  singular  case  of  this 
kind  came  under  the  author's  notice  a  few  vears  since,     lie  was 

ft 

called  in  consultation  t(^  a  neighl)oring  city  to  examine  a  man 
with  chronic  lumrseness  of  several  months'  standing.  The  story 
was,  that  about  a  year,  or  rather  more,  previously,  the  patient 
had  swallowed,  during  his  sleej),  a  gold  plate  to  which  a  false 
tooth  was  attached.  The  physician  who  was  called  in  to  the 
case  felt  the  foreign  body  with  his  finger,  and,  failing  to  ex- 
tract it,  pushed  it  forcibly  into  the  stomach.  A  few  months 
later,  the  author  was  again  sent  for  on  account  of  a  new  set  of 
symptoms.  lie  found  the  patient  feeble  and  in  bed,  unable  to 
eat  or  drink,  every  attemj)t  at  drinking  being  followed  by  ejec- 
tion of  the  fluid  in  a  paroxysm  of  spasmodic  cough.  Larpigo- 
scopic  inspection  did  not  reveal  anything  more  than  the  general 
inflammatory  condition  recognized  at  the  })revious  interview, 
except  that  there  was  a  profuse  secretion  of  i)us.  The  cough 
and  ejection  did  not  follow  innnediately  u|>on  the  act  of  swal- 
lowing, but  a  few  moments  after,  as  the  fluid  i)assed  down  the 
oesophagus.  An  (►pinion  was  therefore  given  that  a  fistulous 
connection  existed  between  the  oesophagus  and  trachea,  pro- 
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duced  l)v  clinmic  inflammation  following  a  wound  made  bv  a 
ahsLrp  e<.lge  of  the  plate,  in  the  effort  at  pushing  it  into  the 
stomach.  A  request  to  be  i>ermitted  to  pass  the  stomaeh-tnbe 
was  not  accreded  to,  inasnuich  as  it  had  been  passed  into  the 
stomach  a  sliort  time  l>efore,  by  the  physicians  in  attendance, 
without  encountering  any  obstruction,  though  pus  was  brought 
up  on  its  extremity,  the  passage  of  the  instrument  being  painful 
to  the  patient.  The  patient  was  nourished  for  nineteen  {()  days 
by  the  rectum,  and  was  doing  well,  being  again  able  to  swallow 
with  very  little  difticultv,  when  he  one  dav  ate  a  number  of 
a])i)le8  that  had  been  brought  into  his  room,  was  seized  with 
cholem  morbus,  and  died.  A  jKist-mortem  examination  was 
made,  and  the  gold-plate  Wivs  found  lodged  in  the  oesophagus 
opi>osite  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea,  with  a  communicating 
oiMjning  between  the  two  tubes. 

T/ie  treat )uent  of  a  foreign  Ixxly  in  the  a«ophagus  consists  in 
ity  j)rompt  disl(Klgement.  This  may  be  effected  in  various  ways 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  bcKly,  and  the  emergency  or 
peculiarity  of  the  <*ase.  If  the  foreign  IkxIv  can  be  seen  or  felt, 
it  can  often  be  rcuioved  by  the  finger,  or  by  means  of  straight 
or  slightly  curved  forceps,  such  as  are  used  in  toi-sion  of  nasal 
j)olyps.  If  it  is  lodged  in  one  of  the  j)yramidal  sinuses,  it  can 
be  seen  with  the  laryngos(;oj)e  and  removed  with  the  laryngeal 
forceps,  (►r  be  dislodged  by  a  blunt  hook,  when  it  will  be  spit  up. 
A  long  finger  will  often  be  able  to  hook  out  a  foi'eign  IkxIv 
from  this  ])osition.  In  cases  of  the  swallowing  of  such  articles 
as  fish-bones,  needles  and  pins,  which  often  lodge  in  tliis  situa- 
tion, care  must  be  taken  not  to  mistake  for  the  foreign  body 
the  tense  pharvngo-epiglottic  ligament,  which  gives  to  the  im- 
tmined  fin^^er  much  the  sensation  of  a  firm  and  slender  foreien 
body.  This  mistake  has  been  made  bv  the  author,  and  doubt- 
less  by  many  othei*s,  though  not  mentioned  in  the  l)Ooks.  Under 
a  misapj)rehen8ion  of  this  kind  the  forceps  may  be  employed 
to  pull  out  some  of  the  nonnal  tissues.  A  laryngoscoj)ic  inspec- 
tion will  usually  set  any  doubt  at  rest ;  and  when  this  cannot  be 
made,  examination  of  both  sides  will  determine  whether  the  sen- 
sation imparted  to  the  finger  is  that  from  a  foreign  body,  or 
from  a  normal  fold  of  tensely  stretched  tissue.     If  the  foreign 
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body  18  situated  lower  do\m  it  may  usually  be  extracted  by  tlie 
(Bsophageal  forceps  of  Dr.  Bond,  Fig.  45,  or  by  those  of  Dr. 
Burge,  Fig.  46,  the  instrument  being  oiled  and  warmed,  and 
osed  in  the  first  instance  as  a  searcher,  and  subsequently  expanded 
over  the  foreign  body,  care  being  taken  to  attempt  to  seize  it  by 
one  of  its  small  ends  so  as  to  facilitate  its  removal. 


Fiff.  45. 


Fig.  48. 


Biizg«*s  CEsophageaJ  Forceps. 


Bond's  (Esophageal  Forceps. 


These  forceps  are  bevelled  at  the  edges  so  as  to  prevent  injury 
to  the  mucous  membrane.*  Blunt  hooks  of  various  patterns, 
some  of  which  are  exposed  only  when  past  the  foreign  body, 
are  often  used,  but  are  apt  to  injure  the  mucous  membrane. 

One  of  the  best  of  these  is  a  double  conical  hook,  swivelled 


*  Forceps  formed  of  links  haye  been  made.     A  pair  of  this  kind  is  piotored 
in  QoM,  HMamadaire,    1869.    No.  10,  p.  154.  » 
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Tig.   47. 


to  the  conducting  rod,  with  the  larger  and  projecting  portions 
upwards.  This  is  intended  to  be  pushed  past  the  obstruction, 
and  then  drawn  back,  when  one  of  the  projecting  wings  will 

catch  in  the  foi*eign  body  and  bring  it  out 
with  it.  As  the  foreign  body  is  usually  of 
larger  size  than  the  swivel,  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  oesophagus  is  protected 
from  injury  in  the  withdrawal  of  the  in- 
strument. For  large  pieces  of  bone,  and 
other  hard  substances,  this  instrument  is 
often  admirably  adapted.  It  is  sometimes 
called  a  coin-catcher.  Bags  of  silk  and 
gauze,  attached  to  whalelK)ne  rods,  to  be 
pushed  past  the  body  and  then  catch  it  as 
the  instrument  is  withdrawn,  are  often  em- 
ployed. A  great  deal  of  ingenuity  has  been 
disj>layed  in  the  invention  of  instruments 
for  the  puqiose  of  extracting  foreign  bodies 
from  the  a»sophagus,  a  mere  description  of 
which  would  occuj)y  many  pages. 

One  of  the  very  simplest  and  best,  and 
which  has  often  done  good  service  in  the 
autlior's  hands,  is  the  old  French  horsehair 
snare  and  probang.  Fig.  47,  which  is  pushed 
into  the  stomach,  the  six)nge  on  the  end 
being  oiled  before  introduction.  The 
button  at  the  end  of  the  handle  is  then 
pulled  out  of  the  tube,  and  with  it  the 
rod  to  wliich  the  sponge  is  attached.  This 
makes  a  circular  snare  of  the  horsehair  as 
seen  in  tlie  lower  drawing,  in  the  meshes 
of  which  the  bodv  is  caucrht  and  tlius  drawn 
into  the  mouth. 

When  tlie  bodv  is  of  a  nature  such  as 
the  gold-plate   in  the   case   narrated,  the 

Homchalr  inland  pro-    prOpCr    OpCHltioU  WOuUl     bc  tO   bcud    it    Up 

bang  for  the  extraction  of  for-  ^^y\i\^  ^  stroug  pair  of  forccps  and  then  to 

cijm  bodies  from  the  oceopha-  "ttt  i 

gum     ,  extract  it.     Had  such  a  procedure  been 
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instituted  in  that  case,  the  man's  life  would  not  have  been 
sacrificed. 

Wlien  the  foreign  substance  is  one  susceptible  of  digestion, 
and  cannot  be  removed  by  instruments,  it  may  safely  be  pnshed 
down  into  tlic  stomach  by  means  of  a  stout  probang  anned  with 
a  moistened  sponge.  Even  when  not  digestible,  if  of  such  a 
fonn  that  there  is  no  danger  of  wounding  the  mucous  membrane, 
it  may  be  pushed  down,  for  cases  are  plenty  in  which  coins  and 
other  snbstanccs  swallowed  by  children  have  traversed  the  intesti- 
nal tract  and  been  discharged  from  the  rectum.  A  body  mnst 
be  pushed  down  witli  great  care,  especially  if  it  have  any  sharp 
comers,  or  serious  injury  may  be  produced.  Prof.  Stromeyer 
mentions  an  instance  in  which  the  pleura  was  penetrated,  pro- 
ducing death.     Another  case  is  reported  by  Thomas  Green.* 

The  retention  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  o?soj)hagus  is  some- 
times productive  of  death. 

A  case  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Lee,'*  in  which  a  coj)per  half- 
penny had  been  swallowed  by  a  child  of  five  yeai-s  of  age. 
It  was  forced  into  the  stomach.  Enteritis  followed,  result- 
ing in  death.  The  coin  could  not  be  found  on  the  past-mortem 
examination.  The  death  was  due  to  the  mechanic^al  irritation 
produ(!ed  by  the  passage  of  the  coin  through  the  intestinal  tract, 
and  to  poisoning  by  the  copper,  evidences  of  the  existence  of 
which  in  considerable  quantities  was  discovered  on  testing  the 
mucous  membrane  and  contents  of  the  intestines. 

A  case  is  reported  by  Dr.  Alex.  Steven'  in  which  a  nail  pro- 
duced (varies  of  the  spine  with  secondary  consolidation  of  lung, 
amyloid  disease  of  liver  and  spleen,  etc.,  producing  death. 

The  presence  of  a  counterfeit  coin  some  twelve  months  in  the 
oesophagus  of  a  convict  produced  ulceration  and  perforation  of 
the  aoi-ta.* 

Many  other  cases  of  similar  nature  are  on  record,  showing  the 
necessity  that  exists  for  making  due  attempts  to  extract  a  foreign 
body  fi*om  the  a^sophagus. 


»  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Dec.  17,  1870,  p.  650. 

«  St.  George's  Hospital  Reports,  Vol.  iv.  1869,  p.  219. 

»  Brit,  uVitl.  Jour.  Dec.  10,  1870,  p.  629. 

*  iT.  r.  Med.  Jour.,  Dec.  10,  1869,  p.  335. 
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Wlien  the  foreign  body  is  firmly  lodged  and  the  symptoms  of 
distress  or  danger  to  life  are  severe,  the  operation  of  pharyngoto- 
my  or  of  CBSophagotomy  is  called  for,  and  offers  a  fair  promise 
of  success.  Several  verj'  satisfactory  cases  of  this  kind  are  on 
record. 

Foreign  bodies  sometimes  remain  for  months  and  years  in  the 
pharynx  and  a?sophagu8,  and  cause  comparatively  little  suffering. 
They  are  sometimes  discharged  spontaneously ;  sometimes,  as  in 
the  case  of  needles  and  pins,  they  work  their  way  to  the  surface, 
and  to  any  part  of  the  surface,  in  fact ;  and  sometimes  they  are 
dislodged,  and  can  be  extracted  by  means  of  the  forceps  or  snare. 
It  is  probable  that  they  become  encysted  in  some  cases,  and  in 
others  produce  an  abscess,  with  the  contents  of  which  they  are 
discharged. 

A  remarkable  case  of  transit  of  foreign  body  came  nnder 
the  author's  notice  some  years  ago,  in  the  person  of  a  very  old 
man,  who  in  his  youth  had  swallowed  two  pins.  The  old- 
fashioned  pins  with  the  twisted  heads  could  be  distinctly  felt 
under  the  skin  over  one  of  the  man's  6houldei*s,  where  they  had 
remained  for  more  than  thirty  years,  the  individual  declining  to 
have  them  cut  down  upon  and  removed.  They  went  into  his 
coffin  with  him. 

Prof.  Stromever  mentions  a  case  in  which  a  needle  had 
been  swallowed,  the  passage  of  which  he  followed  for  ten  days 
into  the  stomach  and  thnnigh  the  left  lung,  where  it  produced 
bloody  exi>ectoration.  Tliese  needles  pass  likewise  into  other  or- 
gans, and  produce  inflammation.  Sometimes  a  bundle  of  needles 
is  swallowed  with  suicidal  intent,  and  produces  death  after  a  long 
series  of  vears. 

A  curious  case  is  narrated'  in  which  an  insane  woman  swal- 
lowed a  fork  with  the  expectation  of  dying  under  the  operation 
which  would  have  to  be  }>erfonned  for  its  removal.  An  abscess 
formed  in  the  abdominal  walls,  from  which  the  fork  was  remov- 
ed ;  and  after  this  the  patient  i-ecovered. 

In  cases  where  extraction  through  the  mouth  is  imj^xDssible, 
and  where  the  o|>eration  of  oesophagotomy  is  c^ontra-indicated, 


»  (Sfediz,  Jahrb.,  1807,  Vol  I.)  0<m,  Med.  StrtMbourg,  1868,  p.  20. 
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the  case  must  be  treated  on  general  principles,  or  expectantly. 
Rest  of  body,  nouriBhuient  by  enema,  tonics  by  enema  or  hj^po- 
dermically,  wonld  constitnte  the  general  plan  of  management. 
Should  an  abscess  form  and  point  externally,  it  slionld  be  early 
cut  down  upon. 

Some  individuals  are  subject  to  a  recurrence  of  the  lodge- 
ment of  articles  of  f(X)d  in  the  pharynx  or  (esophagus  from  lia- 
bility to  spasm  of  the  constrict  or  muscles  of  the  ])harynx  or  of 
the  circular  fibres  of  the  cesophagus.  The  swallowing  of  a 
bolus  on  top  of  the  arrested  morsel,  or  of  a  copious  draught  of 
water,  usually  suffices  to  force  the  Ixxlv  down.  If  this  d<»es  not 
answer,  the  services  of  a  surgeon  are  required  to  accomi)lish  the 
purpose  with  the  probang. 

A  recurrence  of  the  accident  may  be  sometimes  avoided  by 
the  repeated  passage  of  the  oesophageal  bougie,  which  obtunds 
the  sensibilities  of  the  parts  and  thus  rendei-s  them  less  liable  to 
spasm.  In  some  instances  of  this  kind,  the  fre(pient  recurrence 
of  the  pan)xysm  points  to  the  formation  of  an  organic  stricture, 
and  if  there  be  reason  to  believe  that  such  is  the  case,  the  pas- 
sage of  the  sound  is  the  more  strongly  indicated. 

FANCIED    BODIES    IN    TUE    PHARYNX    AND   (ESOPHAGUS. 

Hysterical  patients  often  fancy  that  they  have  a  foreign 
Ixxlv  in  the  throat.  We  sometimes  meet  cases,  not  at  all  asso- 
ciated  with  hysteria,  in  which  this  fancy  exists.  The  parts 
are  normal  on  inspection,  but  the  patient  cannot  be  dissuaded 
from  the  idea  of  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body.  Sometimes 
this  condition  is  attended  with  an  unwillingness,  or,  perhaps, 
an  inabilitv  to  swallow  solid  nutriment,  but  not  fi*om  any 
panilysis  of  the  constrictor  muscles  of  the  pharynx,  as  these 
contract  readily  on  being  titillated.  Sometimes,  too,  there 
is  a  vague  dread  of  suffocation.  Occasionally  there  is  a  tnie 
history  of  a  foreign  body  which  has  pn)bably  been  expelled. 
The  p<.)sition  occu])ie(l  by  the  fancied  b(Kly  often  changes.  At  one 
interview  it  will  be  in  the  oesophagus;  at  another,  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  pharynx,  and  so  on.  Sometimes  the  siMisitive  point 
will  l)e  (changed  by  the  swallowing  of  a  glass  of  water,  or  a 
solid  morsel,  or  the  passage  of  the  oesophageal  somid. 


240  SPECIAL    AFFECTIONS    OF   THE   (ESOPHAGUS. 

Occasionally  a  Rmall  jwint  of  ulceration  in  the  pharynx  will 
be  found  as  the  source  of  tmuble,  especially  in  those  eases 
where  the  sensation  of  a  foreiorn  bodv  is  increased  bv  swallow- 
ing.  In  other  cases  the  affection  is  dei)endent  uj)on  some 
disturbance  of  the  nervous,  digestive,  or  uterine  system.  Other 
cases  must  be  regarded  as  pure  neuralgias;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  some  patients  suffer  a  goiKl  deal.     The  affection  is 

often  associated  with  anaemia  and  debilitv. 

ft 

These  cases  are  sometimes  of  long  standing,  and  very  obdu- 
rate to  treatment. 

The  internal  administration  of  inm,  quiiiine,  str}'chnia,  or 
arsenic,  alone  or  in  combination,  with  attention  to  any  specially 
deranged  functions,  will  form  the  most  appi-opriate  geneml  treat- 
ment, while  the  local  sensibilities  of  the  parts  may  often  be 
materially  iiKKlified,  and  sometimes  pmmptly  subdued  by  the 
application  of  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  or  some  substitute 
for  it;  and  a  similar  effect  will  sometimes  follow  the  use 
of  the  electric  current,  with  the  })ositive  i>ole  in  contact  with 
the  parts. 

Cases  dependent  upon  actual  ulceration  are  usually  promptly 
relieved  by  a  few  applications  to  the  ulcer  of  nitrate  of  silver 
or  a  mineral  acid — sometimes  by  a  single  application. 

(ESOPIIAGOTOirY. 

(Esophagotomy  is  the  term  under  which  are  included  all 
operations  for  gaining  access  to  the  cpsophagus  or  the  pharynx 
from  the  exterior  of  the  body.  When  the  opening  is  made 
into  the  pharynx,  the  operation  perfoi-med  has  been  pharyngo- 
tomy ;  but  it  is  usual  to  consider  the  two  operations  under  the 
same  head,  inasmuch  as  their  line  of  demarcation  is  not  very 
distinct,  anatomically  or  surgically. 

Operations  of  this  kind  have  not  been  j^erfonned  ven'  fre- 
quently, twenty-five  or  thirty  of  them  representing,  perhaps, 
the  entire  number  on  record. 

The  indications  for  an  operation  of  this  kind  are  presented 
in  cases  of  a  foi-ei^jn  bodv  in  the  tube  which  cannot  be  re- 
moved  l)v  other  means;  in  cases  of  constriction  of  the  tube 
from  organic  stricture,   or  tlie  pressure  of  a  tumor  on  the 
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outside,  in  order  to  afford  a  means  of  conveying  nourisliment 
into  the  stomach.  It  has  also  been  performed  in  dyspliagia, 
from  laryngeal  ulceration,  and  in  a  case  of  this  kind  performed 
by  Dr.  John  Watson,  of  New  York,  the  patient  was  nourished 
for  three  months,  when  he  died  of  pneumonia.  The  operation 
has  been  suggested  also  for  removal  of  a  diverticulum  or 
pouch  of  the  pharynx  or  oesophagus,  and  also  for  gaining 
access  to  abscesses  in  the  tube  threatening  to  rupture  into  the 
trachea. 

The  following  method  for  performing  this  operation — for 
foreign  body  in  the  oesophagus — is  recommended  in  Gross's 
Surgery : — 

"The  neck  being  stretched,  the  head  retracted,  and  the 
foreign  substance  made  to  project  as  far  as  possible  on  the 
left  side  of  the  windpipe,  an  incision,  several  inches  in  length, 
is  made  directly  over  the  swelling,  through  the  skin  and 
platysma-myoid  muscle.  The  tube  being  thus  exj)osed,  and 
any  vessels  and  nerves  that  may  be  in  the  way  held  aside, 
its  wall  is  divided  to  the  requisite  extent,  and  the  substance, 
whatever  it  may  be,  is  extracted  with  the  linger  or  forceps, 
as  may  be  found  most  convenient.  As  soon  as  clearance  has 
been  effected,  and  the  bleeding  arrested,  the  edges  of  the 
oesophageal  wound  are  neatly  approximated  by  several  points 
of  the  interrupted  suture,  made  with  very  line  but  strong 
silk,  the  ends  being  cut  off  close  to  the  knot,  to  afford  the 
ligatures  an  opi)ortunity  of  dropping  ultimately  into  the  interior 
of  the  passage.  The  cutaneous  wound  being  dressed  in  the 
usual  manner,  the  case  is  managed  upon  general  principles, 
the  patient  being  supported  during  the  first  week  with  broths, 
conveyed,  if  necessary,  by  means  of  a  tube,  or,  what  will  bo 
better,  intn>duced  into  the  rectum." 

A  very  excellent  history  of  the  operation,  with  a  tabular 
statement  of  all  the  cases  that  the  author  could  find  on  record 
at  the  time,  and  including  two  of  his  own,  was  recently  pub- 
lished* by  Dr.  David  W.  Cheever,  of  Boston.  To  this  we  refer 
our  readers  for  detailed  infonnation  on  this  special  subject. 

*  Two  Cases  of  (Esophagotomy  for  the  Removal  of  Foreign  Bodies ;  with  a . 
Hifltoiy  of  the  Operation.     Boston,  1867. 
16 
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A  penisal  of  the  cases  collected  by  various  authors  shows 
that  the  operation  is  not  without  danger,  only  nine  out  of 
the  sixteen  operations  for  removal  of  a  foreign  body  collected  by 
Giinther*  having  been  reported  as  successful;  a  result  quite 
different  from  that  recorded  in  Dr.  Cheever's  pamphlet,  which 
includes  most  of  the  cases  collected  by  Gunther,but  which  gives 
the  successful  cases  as  numbering  thirteen  out  of  seventeen. 
In  three  of  the  ca^es  in  Prof.  Giintlier's  list,  in  which  he  could 
not  ascertain  the  result,  success  may  have  followed,  as  two  of 
tliem  (Begin,  1832)  are  so  recorded  by  Dr.  Cheever. 

The  operation  of  oesophagotomy  should  not  be  unnecessarily 
delayed  when  once  determined  upon,  on  account  of  the-  risk  of 
permanent  or  irreparable  mjury  from  inflannnation,  suppura- 
tion, etc, ;  and  on  account  of  the  propriety  of  aflFording  nourish- 
ment by  the  natural  passage  as  soon  as  possible. 

Wlien  the  foreign  body  cannot  be  felt  fn>m  the  outside,  a 
metallic  sound  should  be  passed  into  the  oesophagus,  and 
pressed  against  the  external  tissues  so  as  to  act  as  a  guide  for 
the  place  of  incision,  and  to  insure  penetration  into  the  interior 
of  the  tube.  Even  when  the  foreign  body  lies  below  the  region 
of  tlie  neck  affording  access  to  the  oesophagus,  the  operation  is 
justifiable  as  presenting  a  better  facility  for  the  manipulation  of 
the  forceps.  If  the  wound  has  to  be  dilated  for  this  purpose, 
care  must  be  taken  not  to  injure  important  vessels  or  nerv^es. 
In  one  of  the  e^ses  operated  on  by  Dr.  Cock*  there  was  a  per- 
manent alteration  of  the  voice,  probably  due  to  some  injury 
inflicted  upon  the  recurrent  lar)'ngeal  nerve. 


'  Lehre  von  den  blutigen  Operatlonen.     Leipzig,  1864.    Vol  Y.  p.  209. 
«  Gu!f'8  HaspL  Rep.  1858,  p.  217. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

AFFECTIONS    OF  THE    NASAL    PASSAGES. 

The  Nasal  Muoous  Membrane — The  nasal  inneous  mem- 
brane is  very  often  the  seat  of  disease,  and  participates  very 
readily  in  the  affections  of  the  neighboring  structures.  A  brief 
survey  of  some  of  the  points  of  its  anatomical  structure  will  aid 
in  the  study  of  the  diseases  to  which  it  is  subject. 

The  lining  membrane  of  the  nostrils  is  closely  adherent  to 
the  periosteum  of  the  bones  constituting  the  framework  of  the 
interior  of  the  nose,  by  connective  tissue  in  which  there  are  no 
fat-cells.  Its  free  surface,  in  the  normal  condition,  is  smooth  as 
a  rule,  except  upon  the  lower  turbinated  bone,  where  it  is  often 
noticed  raised  in  irregular  mulberry-like  projections  the  size  of 
a  hemp-seed,  and  covering  as  much  of  the  bone  as  can  be  seen 
in  the  rhinoscopic  image, — that  is,  its  bulging  2X)rtion.  This  gives 
the  part  a  rough  mamelonated  appearance,  which  may  readily 
be  mistaken  for  a  result  of  disease  in  chronic  affections  of  this 
region.  This  extra  thickness  is  in  part  due,  a<H'ording  to  the 
researches  of  Prof.  Kolliker,  to  rich  plexuses  of  veins  em- 
bedded in  the  tissue.  That  portion  of  the  mem])rane  covering 
the  septum  of  the  nose  is  also  smooth  as  a  rule,  but  is  some- 
times arranged  in  closely  adherent  rugie,  giving  it  somewhat 
tlie  appearance  of  muscular  tissue.  The  membrane  is  richly 
supplied  with  acinous  glands,  which  in  certaiu  locations,  by 
their  enlargement,  often  become  the  origin  of  nasal  polyps. 
The  epithelium  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  of  the  ciliary 
variety,  and,  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  nasal  passages,  has  a 
special  arrangement  which  is  supjx)sed  to  have  some  relation 
with  the  function  of  olfaction. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  sinuses  communicating  with 
the  nasal  passages  is  much  less  rich  in  glandular  tissue,  the 
maxillary  sinus  being  better  supplied  in   this  respect  than 
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either  the  frontal,  sphenoidal,  or  ethmoidal  sinuses.  The 
inoutliB  of  these  glands  sometimes  become  occluded,  and  give 
rise  to  the  development  of  cysts,  this  i*esidt  occurring  most  fre- 
quently in  the  uj)per  maxillary  bone. 

The  bh^xl-vessels  of  the  nasal  nnicous  membrane  are  very 
numerous,  but  not  of  large  size,  and  they  anastomose  very 
freely.  The  arterial  vessels  take  origin  principally  from  two 
sources,  the  internal  maxillary  and  the  ophthalmic  arteries. 
The  spheno-palatine  portion  of  the  internal  maxillary  gives 
off  the  j)osterior  nasal  artery,  which  passes  into  the  cavity  of  the 
nose  through  the  spheno-palatine  foramen,  and  then  divides  on 
oitlier  side  into  an  outer  and  an  imier  portion.  The  outer  or 
lateral  jHirtion  descends  behind  the  turbinated  bones,  which 
it  supplies,  and,  in  addition  to  supplying  the  nasal  passages, 
supplies  also  the  antrum  and  the  etiimoidal  and  sphenoidal 
cells.  The  inner  or  middle  portion  passes  to  the  septum  and 
divides  into  several  branches,  which  descend  obliquely  for- 
ward, inter-cominimicating  with  the  artery  of  the  septum,  a 
branch  of  the  external  maxillary  artery.  From  tlie  oph- 
tlialmic  is  given  off  the  anterior  ethmoidal  artery,  which 
passes  through  the  anterior  ethmoidal  foramen,  whence  a 
nasal  branch  descends  through  an  opening  in  the  cribriform 
plate  of  the  ethmoid  bone.  It  supplies  the  anterior  portion  of 
tlie  septum  and  the  lateral  walls  of  the  cavity,  as  well  as  the 
anterior  ethmoidal  cells  and  frontal  sinuses,  before  the  entrance 
of  its  meningeal  branch  into  the  cranium.  The  capillaries  from 
Uiese  various  branches  form  a  close  reticulum  which  penetrates 
the  substance  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  sm-rounds  the 
glands,  the  anastomosing  capillaries  being  enlarged  aneurismally 
in  si^me  {)laces. 

The  veins,  in  general,  follow  tlie  course  of  tlie  arteries,  with- 
out any  peculiarity  except  on  the  inferior  turbinated  bone, 
where,  as  shown  by  Ivohlrausch,  Kolliker,  and  others,  they  form 
a  regular  cavernous  reticulum,  which  is  spread  out  between  the 
jKjriosteum  and  the  nnicous  membrane,  increasing  the  thickness 
of  the  parts  to  the  extent  of  some  four  millimetres. 

This  distensible  tissue  favors  the  sudden  stoppage  of  the 
noeo  occurring   in   catarrhal  affections  of   the   nasal  mucous 
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membrane,  and  permits  as  prompt  a  subsidence  under  the  use 
of  remedies  which  constringe  the  blood-vessels ;  and  it  also  ex- 
plains the  prof  useness  of  the  serous  discharge  which  attends 
an  ordinary  catarrh. 

After  adult  life,  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  nasal 
passages  and  the  sinuses  communicating  with  them  is  liable  to 
become  more  or  less  strewn  with  calcareous  dejxjsits,  which  some- 
times accumulate  in  roundish  or  oval  masses,  and  are  then 
recognized  by  the  eye  as  yellow  spots. 

Affections  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  are  readily  pro- 
pagated to  the  contiguous  sinuses,  and  also  to  the  pharynx  and 
larynx,  as  well  as  to  the  middle  ear,  by  continuity  of  passage 
along  the  Eustachian  tube,  the  pharyngeal  orifice  of  which  is  in 
cloee  proximity  with  the  outer  posterior  margin  of  the  nasal 
passage  on  either  side,  looking  towards  it  in  a  direction  down- 
wards and  inwards,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  rhinoscopic 
images. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  results  of  inflammation,  abscess,  and 
ulceration,  disease  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  is  liable  to 
take  on  a  peculiar  action  productive  of  an  offensive  discharge, 
due,  no  doubt,  in  some  measure,  to  decomixxsition  of  the  pent- 
up  products  of  secretion,  but  also  due  in  part  to  some  peculi- 
arity of  tissue,  or  of  action  in  the  tissue,  the  nature  of  which 
still  awaits  demonstration. 

The  bones  of  the  nose,  especially  the  turbinated  bones,  are 
often  involved  in  the  progress  of  inflammation  of  the  nasal  mu- 
cous membrane,  the  inflammatory  action  thus  excited  not  infre- 
quently terminating  in  caries  and  necrosis. 

Extension  of  inflammatory  action  into  the  maxillary  sinus 
sometimes  produces  abscess  and  dropsy  of  the  antrum,  or  re- 
sults in  caries  of  the  upper  maxillary  bone. 

The  various  forms  of  polyp  are  often  met  witli  in  this  region, 
as  also  tumore  of  fibrous  and  osseous  composition,  and  those  of 
malignant  nature. 

EPISTAXIS. 

Epistaxis,  bleeding  from  the  nose,  is  of  verj-  frequent  occur- 
rence. It  may  be  idiopatliic  or  traumatic.    Sometimes  it  occurs  as 
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a  vicarious  menstruation.  When  occurring  frequently,  without 
api)arent  cause,  and  especially  if  tlie  blood  be  thin,  copious  in 
quantity,  and  difficult  to  restrain,  it  is  an  evidence  of  the  hem- 
orrhagic diatliesis,  and  under  these  circumstances  may  lead  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  to  a  fatal  I'esult.  This  form  appears  most 
frequently  in  boys,  anterior  to  or  just  about  the  period  of 
puberty.  Epistaxis  sometimes  seems  to  (Hmnr  as  a  relief  to 
vascular  turgescence  within  the  cranium,  and  this  often  affords 
a  sixuitaneous  relief  to  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head, 
and  to  violent  ceplialalgia,  noises  in  the  ears,  vertigo,  sleepless- 
ness, dryness,  heat,  or  irritation  of  the  nasal  passages,  etc. 
This  fonu  of  epistaxis  is  usually  from  one  nostril  only,  but 
occasionally  proceeds  from  lK>th.  Sometimes  the  blood  pours 
out  in  a  contimious  stream,  but  moi*o  frequently  drop  by  drop. 

Bleeding  from  the  nose  sometimes  attends  certain  diseases  at 
their  commencement,  such  as  remittent  and  enteric  fevers ;  and 
indeed,  in  combination  with  other  synq^toms,  is  regarded  in  some 
measure  as  i)athognomonic  of  enteric  fever ;  though  it  is  well 
known  to  attend  other  affections,  such  as  scuny,  purpura,  dis- 
ease of  the  spleen,  etc.  Sometimes  it  occurs  at  the  so-called 
critical  jwriods  of  pneumonia  and  various  fevers. 

It  niav  (KK'Air  in  several  local  diseases  as  a  result  of  ulceration : 
in  chi-onic  rhinorrlura,  especially  that  fonn  known  as  ozo^na ;  and 
it  may  attend  disease  of  the  c^irtilage  or  bone,  or  be  connected 
with  the  disturbance  occasioned  by  the  presence  of  a  foreign 
body,  a  lX)lyp,  or  other  growth,  or  a  calcareous  concretion  either 
in  the  nasal  passage  itself,  or  in  one  of  the  communicating 
sinuses. 

Epistaxis  may  l>e  ix^casioned  by  violent  sneezing,  whether 
occurring  sjH)ntaneously,  or  as  a  result  of  snuffing  up  irritating 
substances;  and  it  also  follows  external  hijuries,  such  as  falls 
u|H)n  the  part,  or  a  direct  blow  from  the  fist,  whether  there  be 
fracture  |>nxluced  or  not.  Sometimes  it  is  produced  by  picking 
the  ni>stril.  It  is  not  unfrequently  encountered  in  the  aged  as  a 
jH>rfectly  j>hysii>logical  proi*ess,  or  in  relief  of  various  congestions 
of  the  head  or  face. 

SiH>ntaneous  epistaxis  sometimes  follows  exposure  to  cold,  or 
exiK^sure  to  inuuoderate  heat  after  cxjHDsure  to  cold. 
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A  passive  form  of  epistaxis  sometimes  occurs  in  connection 
with  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  with  extensive  exudation  into 
the  pleural  sac,  in  emphysema  of  the  lungs,  in  cases  of  goitre, 
etc.,  from  the  impediment  offered  to  the  free  return  of  the 
circulating  blood  to  the  heart.  It  is  also  occasionally  met  with 
in  various  affections  of  the  abdominal  viscera,  such  as  ascites, 
ovarian  dropsy,  etc.,  on  account  of  the  pressure  exerted  upon  the 
diaphragm,  impeding  free  respiration,  and  thus  inducing  a  stasis 
of  the  venous  circulation. 

Ilemorrhage  from  the  nose,  as  also  from  other  outlets,  has 
been  known  to  occur  from  diminution  of  atmospheric  pressure 
in  ascending  lofty  mountains,  and  cases  of  this  kind  have  been 
narrated  by  Humboldt  as  occurring  at  Chimbomzo,  by  Saussure 
at  Mont  Blanc,  by  Bouguer  at  tlie  peaks  of  the  Cordilleras,  etc. 

Epistaxis  has  been  known  to  occur  sometimes  in  infantry 
6oldiei*s  fatigued  by  long  marches  in  hot  weather. 

Care  must  be  taken  in  certain  instances  to  distinguish  epi- 
staxis escaping  posteriorly  from  hsemoptysis;  and  also  from 
haematemesis,  which  it  may  einmlate  by  having  been  swallowed 
in  sleep,  and  then  subsequently  ejected  by  vomiting.  In  like 
manner  the  blood  of  epistaxis,  if  swallowed  and  not  vomited, 
may  simulate  hemorrhage  from  the  bowel. 

The  bleeding  from  the  nose  is  usually  confined  to  one  of  the 
nostrils,  a  hemorrhage  from  both  being  uncommon.  As  a  usual 
thing  it  is  not  very  profuse,  and  soon  ceases  spontaneously ;  but 
it  sometimes  lasts  for  hours,  in  exceptional  cases  for  days,  and  it 
may  at  once  from  its  copiousness,  or  gradually  from  its  contin- 
uance, induce  fainting,  or  even  terminate  fatally.  Cases  have 
been  narrated  in  which  epistaxis  appeared  periodically,  return- 
ing at  the  same  hour  every  day,  like  the  paroxysm  of  an  inter- 
mittent, and,  like  it,  amenable  to  the  influence  of  quinine. 
Spontaneous  cessation  is  due  to  the  formation  of  a  coagulum, 
just  as  when  excessive  bleeding  is  stopped  by  the  tampon ;  and  if 
the  coagulum  is  dislodged  too  early  by  sneezing,  coughing,  or 
using  the  handkerchief,  the  epistaxis  is  very  likely  to  reoccur. 

Treatment  of  Ejnstaxis, — When  epistaxis  occurs  as  a  physio- 
logical or  salutary  process,  it  usually  subsides  spontaneously. 
When  so  profuse  as  to  threaten  serious  injury,  it  is  necessary  to 
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resort  to  mechanical  measures  to  restrain  the  hemorrhage.  In 
cases  where  it  occurs  frequently,  or  recurs  several  times  a  day 
for  weeks  at  a  time,  we  resort,  in  addition,  to  the  internal  ad- 
ministration of  astringents,  and  other  remedies  which  tend  to 
contract  the  blood-vessels. 

The  local  action  of  cold  applied  to  the  parts  affected,  or  to 
the  neighboring  parts,  constringes  the  vessels  and  favors  the 
formation  of  a  clot.  For  this  purpose  we  use  cold  water,  or  ice 
compresses,  upon  the  nose,  the  forehead,  or  tlie  neck.  The  well- 
known  remedy  of  placing  a  street-door  key  upon  the  skin  of  the 
back  acts  somewhat  on  this  principle,  although  some  of  the  in- 
fluence of  this  and  similar  remedies  is  doubtless  attributable  to 
the  reflex  action  of  the  cold  upon  the  vaso-motor  system  of  nerves. 

We  can  sometimes  stop  the  bleeding  mechanically  by  simple 
pressure  upon  the  nostril,  maintained  during  several  minutes  ; 
the  bleeding  is  very  often  from  the  artery  of  the  septum,  which 
can  be  readily  compressed  in  this  manner.  The  amount  of  blood 
passing  to  the  bleeding  vessels  can  sometimes  be  i-educed  by 
raising  both  arms  above  the  head,  and  thus  favoring  the  formation 
of  a  clot,  forcing  the  blood  reaching  these  parts  to  mount  against 
gravity,  and  thus  lessen  the  force  upon  the  bleeding  vessels. 
An  excellent  plan,  acting  upon  a  combination  of  these  two  pro- 
cesses, was  introduced  by  Dr.  Negi-ier,*  which  consists  in  com- 
pressing the  bleeding  nostril  by  the  finger  of  the  opposite  hand, 
and  raising  the  arm  of  the  affected  side  high  above  the  head. 

Dr.  Chapman  employs  his  water-bag  between  the  shoulders, 
the  water  being  at  a  temperature  of  105°.  This  acts  upon  the 
principle  of  calling  a  larger  portion  of  the  blood  to  a  distant  sur- 
face. For  the  same  puri>ose  mustard  has  been  applied  over  the 
stomach,  or  upon  the  ankles.  Junod  resorts  to  his  famous  boot, 
which  produces  an  extensive  dry  cupping  of  the  leg.  Others 
confine  the  blood  in  one  of  the  extremities  by  compressing  the 
limb  above  the  knee,  or  above  the  elbow,  with  a  ligature. 

Wlien  simple  mechanical  measures  or  the  local  application  of 
cold  fails  to  restrain  the  hemorrhage,  we  must  resort  to  the 
local  application  of  mineral  or  vegetable  astringents.  These 
may  be  injected  into  the  parts,  in  solution  or  in  powder ;  or  they 

'  Are^k  Gen.  de  Med,,  June,  1842,  p.  168. 
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may  be  applied  by  means  of  pledgets  of  lint  or  sponge  soaked 
in  the  solution,  or  sprinkled  over  with  the  powder.  The  materials 
employed  are  the  ordinary  astringents  and  hiemostatics,  such  as 
solutions  of  alum,  sulphate  of  zinc,  acetate  of  lead,  sulphate  of 
iron,  etc.,  or  solutions  of  tannic  or  gallic  acid,  decoctions  of 
Kramer i  a,  etc. 

When  internal  remedies  are  necessary  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  bleeding  we  select  the  direct  htemostatics,  and  other 
articles  of  the  materia  medica  which  pioduce  contraction  of  the 
small  arteries.  Tlius  we  administer  tincture  of  the  chloride  of 
iron,  ergot  in  tincture  or  in  fluid  extract,  turpentine,  bromide 
of  potassium,  belladonna,  and  so  on.  These  remedies  are  given 
at  frequent  intersals,  and  in  small  doses. 

Wlien  the  epistaxis  is  distinctly  periodic  in  character,  we 
employ  quinine. 

During  this  time,  rest  of  body  and  of  mind  must  be  enjoined, 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  recumbent  or  sitting  posture, 
avoiding  such  movements  as  bring  the  head  forwards,  remonng 
all  constrictions  of  the  clothing  about  the  neck,  chest,  and 
abdomen;  and  refraining  as  much  as  possible  from  loud  talking, 
couglung,  sneezing,  snufiling,  and  the  use  of  the  pocket-handker- 
chief. The  food  taken  should  not  })e  stinmlating,  nor  too  warm; 
and  when  all  disposition  to  epistaxis  has  ceased  for  the  time,  a 
somewhat  similar,  though  less  rigid  regimen,  should  be  kept  up 
for  some  time,  care  being  taken  to  promote  the  due  action  of 
the  skin,  kidneys,  and  bowels. 

Where  there  exists  local  disease  or  injury  as  the  cause  of  the 
epistaxis,  these  conditions  demand  prompt  attention. 
•  Wlien  the  epistaxis  cannot  be  restrained  by  ordinaiy  means, 
or  where  it  is  verj'  copious,  resort  must  be  had  to  the  tampon 
for  the  puqK)se  of  plugging  up  the  passages,  and  thus  favoring 
the  fonnation  of  a  clot.  Plugging  the  nostrils  anteriorly  is  easily 
enough  done,  but  occluding  the  nares  j)osteriorly  is  a  much  more 
difficult  procedure.  When  no  si>ecial  instrument  for  this  pur- 
pose is  at  hand,  a  doubled  \vire,  an  eyed  catheter  or  i>rol)e,  or  a 
substitute  made  of  whalebone,  is  passed  along  the  fl(X)r  of  the 
nose  into  the  phar}'nx,  whence  it  is  drawn  into  the  mouth  by  the 
finger.     A  stout  thread,  which  has  been  secured  to  a  small  roll 
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of  lint  or  a  piece  of  sponge,  is  now  attached  to  the  eye  of  the 
catlietcr  or  the  l(X)p  of  the  wire,  and  as  the  latter  is  withdrawn 
from  the  nostril  it  carries  the  thread  of  the  tampon  with  it,  and, 
as  the  thi-ead  is  drawn  ujKni,  the  passage  of  the  tamj)on  behind 
the  palate  and  against  the  orifice  of  the  nares  is  assisted  by  the 
forefinger  of  the  operator. 

The  best  instrnment  for  accomplishing  this  purpose  is  the 
canula  of  Bellocq  (Fig.  48).      It  consists  of  a  metallic  tul>e, 

Fio.  48. 


CiLnal*  of  Dellooq  for  Pluggring  Ponterior  Naren. 

which  is  to  be  passed  through  the  nostril  into  the  pharyTix ;  a 
rod  on  the  exterior,  when  pressed  u{X)n,  forces  a  steel  spring  into 
the  mouth ;  to  this  steel  spring  a  perfoi-ated  knob  is  soldered, 
affording  a  means  of  attachment  for  the  thread  which  is  to  (^arry 
the  tampon  against  the  posterior  nares. 

The  plugs  should  be  removed  after  the  lapse  of  fortj'-eight 
hours,  and  the  nostrils  well  cleansed  by  means  of  the  syringe ; 
and  if  there  is  any  return  of  hemorrhage,  fresh  tamj)on8  can  be 
applied.  Prof.  Gross  mentions,  in  his  System  of  Surgery^  that 
he  has  seen  several  cases  terminate  fatally,  with  low  fever  and 
delirium,  fn>m  systemic  poisoning  produced  by  too  long  a 
retention  of  the  plugs. 

NASAL    ABSCESS. 

Abscess  of  the  interior  of  the  nose  is  not  a  common  affection, 
yet  is  one  occasionally  met  with,  sometimes  as  a  result  of 
traumatic  injury,  and  sometimes  in  the  coui-se  of  a  connnon 
chronic  coryza.  Once  in  a  while  abscesses  are  been  without  any 
apparent  cause  of  origin,  except  perhaps  exposure  to  a  sudden 
change  of  temperature  from  heat  to  cold,  or  from  cold  to  heat, 
and  sometimes  without  even  that  cause. 

These  abscesses  are  formed  in  tlie  subnmcous  coimective  tissue. 
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They  usually  affect  the  lower  portion  of  the  nasal  cavity,  princi- 
pally the  septum,  and  not  far  from  the  external  orifice.  Some- 
times they  are  very  small  and  circumscribed,  looking  like  little 
boils.  Sometimes  they  are  very  large,  lai'ge  enough  to  occlude 
the  nostril  of  the  affected  side,  and  to  press  the  septum  over 
towards  the  opposite  side. 

The  abscess  is  usually  acute,  the  inflammation  sometimes 
affecting  the  submucous  cellular  tissue  primarily,  and  some- 
times secondarily  as  a  result  of  inflammation  of  the  cartilage 
of  the  septum.  There  is  redness  with  turgescence  of  the 
adjacent  mucous  membrane,  swelling,  increased  secretion,  and 
intense  pain.  Sometimes  the  entire  nose  is  swollen,  red,  and 
painful,  this  condition  occasionally  extending  over  more  or  less 
of  the  skin  of  the  face,  which  may  even  become  cedematous. 

Febrile  symptoms  are  present  in  severe  cases,  and  are  pro- 
portionate to  the  violence  of  the  local  action. 

The  affection,  left  to  itself,  subsides  in  a  few  days  by  a  si)on- 
taneous  rupture  of  the  abscess;  but  it  is  a  better  practice 
to  open  it  artificially  at  an  early  date.  The  after-treatment 
would  consist  in  the  local  application  of  warm  water  injections, 
impregnated,  if  need  be,  w^ith  narcotic  or  astringent  ingredi- 
ents. If  the  surrounding  inflanimation  is  severe,  a  leech, 
confined  in  a  tube  which  will  not  let  his  body  escape  through 
the  orifice,  may  be  applied  within  the  nostril  with  relief. 

CORYZA. 

Corvza  is  an  acute  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the   raucous 
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membrane  lining  the  nasal  cavities.  It  is  popularly  known  as 
a  cold  in  the  head,  and  has  been  called  rhinitis,  rhinorrha^a, 
gravedo,  etc.,  by  some  authors. 

Tlie  inflammation  is  often  confined  to  a  single  nostril,  but 
usually  affects  both,  and  often  extends  to  the  mucous  lining  of 
the  maxillary  sinus,  the  fi-ontal  siims,  the  lachrymal  duct,  or 
the  Eustachian  tube,  sometimes  involving  several  of  these 
structures,  or  all  of  them,  at  the  same  time.  There  are  redness 
and  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane,  attended  at  first 
with  dryness,  but  subsequently  with  a  more  or  less  copious 
secretion,  which  varies  in   quality  at  different  stages  of  the 
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affection.  In  exceptional  cases  tlie  inflammation  is  attended 
with  the  exudation  of  a  fibrinous  secretion,  which  concretes  in 
the  fonn  of  a  membranous  layer,  similar  in  some  respects 
to  that  of  diphtheria,  but  altogether  different  in  character. 
Tliis  membranous  variety  is  encountered  more  frequently  in  the 
coryza  of  the  new-born  infant,  and  in  the  cjoryza  attending  the 
exanthemata. 

The  general  symptoms  vary,  from  the  merest  consciousness 
of  disturbance  to  the  condition  of  severe  pain,  fever,  loss 
of  appetite,  headache,  insomnia,  mental  and  physical  debility, 
etc.  The  earliest  symptoms  are  a  sense  of  dryness  and  irritation 
in  the  nose,  exciting  the  disposition  to  sneeze,  which  relieves 
the  uneasv  sensation  for  the  moment  After  more  or  less  con- 
tinuance  of  these  symptoms,  a  sense  of  fulness  in  the  parts  will 
be  experienced,  with  some  difliculty  in  nasal  respiration,  often 
amounting  to  complete  obstruction,  so  that  the  mouth  must  be 
kept  partially  open  to  insure  freedom  of  breathing.  With  this 
there  soon  occurs  an  obtuseness  in  the  sense  of  smell,  andeo 
much  of  that  of  taste  as  is  dependent  on  the  sense  of  smell.  The 
voice  will  assume  the  i>eculiar  nasal  tone  it  acquires  when  one 
voluntarily  closes  the  nostrils  in  speaking.  There  will  be  more 
or  less  pain  in  the  parts,  extending  to  the  frontal  and  malar 
regions  in  proiK)rtion  as  the  sinuses  in  these  situations  become 
involved  in  the  inflammaticjn.  The  pain  in  these  regions 
is  often  extremelv  severe  and  hard  to  bear.  If  the  lachrvnial 
duct  is  involved  there  will  be  pain  in  that  locality,  with  pain 
of  the  injected  conjunctiva  on  pressure  or  exposure  to  light, 
attended  sometimes  with  other  local  optic  phenomena.  If  the 
inflammation  has  extended  to  the  Eustachian  tube,  there  will  be 
pain  in  tlie  region  of  the  ears,  with  abnormal  auditory  sounds, 
and  more  or  less  dulness  of  hearing.  If  the  inflammation 
travels  do^^ii  the  pharynx,  we  shall  have  sore  throat ;  and  if  it 
attacks  the  upper  air-passages,  as  not  unfrequently  happens, 
we  shall  have  added  the  symptoms  of  catarrhal  laryngitis,  or  of 
bronchitis,  or  both. 

The  amount  of  fever  will  be  greater,  the  greater  the  extent 
of  tissue  involved.  Sometimes  this  tissue  is  not  confined 
to  the  respiratory  tract  by  any  means,  but  the  whole  body  will 
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feel  sore  and  out  of  sorts,  the  joints  and  limbs  resi^nding  as 
to  an  attack  of  sub-acute  rheumatism. 

The  sense  of  fulness  or  stuffing  of  the  parts  is  very  uncom- 
fortable, and  futile  efforts  to  expel  matters  from  the  nostrils  are 
made  duruig  the  early  stage  of  the  affection,  when  the  nmcous 
membrane  is  dry;  and  these  efforts  become  more  frequent,  and 
of  course  more  effective,  after  the  establislunent  of  the  stage  of 
secretion.  The  cause  of  the  dryness  of  the  mucous  membrane 
in  the  earlier  stage  of  coryza  is  not  well  understood.  In  the 
healthy  state  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  does  not 
secrete  mucus,  or  even  sermn.  Many  individuals  have  no 
occasion  at  all  to  use  the  handkerchief  for  the  removal  of  any 
nasal  secretion,  unless  it  be  excited  by  the  inspiration  of  dust, 
irritating  vapors,  etc.  The  membmne  is  constantly  moist,  it 
is  true,  but  it  is  not  so  by  reason  of  any  secretion,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  an  absorption  of  the  moisture  condensed  upon  it  from 
the  breath  of  expiration.  When  the  membrane  is  chilled  by 
the  cold,  be  this  by  its  inlierent  properties,  or  by  the  influence 
of  the  terminal  fibrillse  of  the  nervous  system,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane no  longer  absorbs  this  halitus  of  the  breath,  and  a  portion 
of  this  moisture  accumulates  for  a  while  in  the  tissue  of 
the  mucous  membrane  or  just  beneath  it,  giving  rise  to  the 
sense  of  puffiness  or  fulness  so  familiar  to  all  who  have 
suffered  from  this  complaint.  After  a  while  these  tissues 
become  saturated  and  will  take  up  no  more  fluid,  and  a  process 
of  exosmosis  is  set  up  by  which  the  watery  constituents  of  the 
fluids  coursing  in  its  tissue  are  directed  towards  the  surface, 
and  drip  from  the  nostrils,  constituting  the  characteristic 
discharge  of  coryza,  wliich  is  at  tiret  mere  water,  the  exhalation 
of  the  moisture  in  the  expired  breath.  When  this  exhalation 
is  exhausted,  the  water  is  derived  from  the  contents  of  tlie  blood- 
vessels, and  then  we  find  the  secretion  to  contain  some  of  the 
saline  constituents  of  the  blood.  These  saline  particles  irritate 
the  inflamed  mucous  membrane,  and  finally  excoriate  its  sur- 
face, as  well  as  the  surface  of  the  skhi  of  the  nostrils  and  upper 
lip  in  some  instances,  and  keep  up  a  disposition  to  sneeze,  and  a 
necessity  for  the  frequent  use  of  the  handkercliief,  the  mechan- 
ical  effect  of  which,  as  well  as  the  irritating  nature  of   the 
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*  secretion,  inflames  the  exterior  of  the  nose  and  the  cheeks,  as 
well  as  the  margins  of  the  nostrils  and  the  surface  of  the  lip. 

At  a  later  stage  of  the  complaint,  nnicus  appears  in  the 
secretion,  and  finally  more  or  less  pus;  and  the  secretion  is 
thickened,  whitish,  yellowish,  or  greenish  in  color,  according  to 
the  intensity  of  the  inflammatory  action ;  being  often  attended  by 
a  faint,  unpleasant  odor,  which  sometimes  increases  to  absolute 
fetor.  The  entire  secretion  is  not  always  discharged.  Portions 
concrete  into  crusts,  which  are  removed  by  the  handkerchief,  by 
the  finger-nail,  or  by  hawking  and  nasal  screatus. 

The  usual  duration  of  an  attack  of  acute  coryza  is  from  four 

■r 

to  seven  days;  occasionally  it  lasts  but  two  or  three  days; 
sometimes  it  continues  a  fortnight,  a  month,  or  even  longer;  a 
fresh  attack  seeming  to  supervene  upon  one  which  is  about  sub- 
siding. In  some  instances  these  attacks  follow  after  each 
other,  with  intervals  of  complete  subsidence  of  two  or  three 
days'  duration.  Sometimes  one  side  is  attacked  after  the 
disease  has  subsided  upon  the  other;  and  there  may  be  a  pro- 
tracted alternation  of  this  kind. 

The  usual  termination  of  an  attack  of  acute  corj'za  is 
by  resolution,  rarely  by  suppuration.  Sometimes  it  declines 
into  the  chronic  form  of  the  complaint,  though  this  is  more 
frequently  a  result  of  repeated  attacks  in  more  or  less  rapid 
succession.  Sometimes  it  leaves  a  pennanent  obstruction 
in  the  lachrymal  duct ;  sometimes  a  permanent  obstruction  in 
the  Eustachian  tube  ;  sometimes  a  permanent  obstruction  of  the 
passage  into  the  frontal  or  maxillary  sinus,  leading  to  chronic 
diseases  of  these  parts,  which  may  eventuate  in  caries,  in  dropsy, 
in  abscess,  in  the  production  of  a  morbid  gro^vth.  Not  infre- 
quently it  seems  to  be  the  starting-point  for  the  production  of 
nasal  polyps. 

The  principal  cause  of  ordinary  coryza  is  sudden  exposure  to 
cold  when  over-heated,  or  exposure  to  undue  heat  when  the 
body  has  become  chilled.  Sometimes  it  is  due  to  the  inhalation 
of  irritating  dust  and  vapors  to  which  the  subjects  are  exposed, 
either  accidentally  or  in  the  course  of  their  ordinary  avocations. 

It  is  not  contagious,  though  it  has  sometimes  been  thought  to 
be  so ;  but  experiments  have  been  made  by  various  observers 
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who  have  placed  the  secretions  of  coryza  in  contact  with  their 
own  pituitary  membrane  without  any  induction  of  the  affection. 

Some  children  seem  to  be  subject  to  catarrh  of  the  nasal 
passages,  chronic  in  character,  from  their  very  birth,  and  often  in- 
volving the  bronchiiB  simultaneously,  or  shortly  after ;  so  that  it 
may  almost  be  said  that  they  are  born  with  a  chronic  coryza. 
Accessions  occur,  attended  with  profuse  secretion  from  the  mu- 
cous membranes  ;  the  nose  becomes  stopped  up,  and  the  patient 
breathes  with  the  mouth  open.  There  is  snoring,  but  no  dys- 
pnoea. The  disease  is  sometimes  fatal.  Politzer  mentions  a  case 
which  led  by  its  long  duration  to  an  arrest  in  the  development 
of  the  thorax. 

The  syphilitic  coryza  of  children  has  been  alluded  to 
incidentallv  in  the  article  on  svphilitic  sore  throats  in  infants. 

A  cuse  of  coryza  can  often  be  aborted,  if  appropriate  treat- 
ment for  that  pur}X)se  be  instituted  within  the  first  twelve  or 
tw^enty-four  hours  of  the  attack.  A  moderately  large  dose  of 
opium  or  of  alcohol,  sufficient  to  excite  the  stimulant  properties 
of  the  drug,  inducing  sleep,  but  falling  short  of  narcotism,  will 
often  put  an  end  to  the  affection  at  once.  Such  a  dose  would 
be,  on  an  average,  from  a  grain  to  a  grain  and  a  half  of  opium, 
or  its  equivalent  in  solution,  or  from  one-fourth  to  one-third  of 
a  grain  of  a  salt  of  morphia,  preferably,  perhaps,  the  muriate. 
The  alcoholic  dose  would  depend  much  on  the  habits  of  the  in- 
dividual. For  one  unaccustomed  to  liquor,  a  wineglassful 
of  good  whiskey  or  brandy  Jn  a  gobletful  of  warm  water, 
with  a  small  slice  of  lemon-peel,  and  made  palatable  with  sugar 
dissolved  in  the  water  before  the  addition  of  the  alc(;h<;l,  will 
usually  answer  the  purpose.  These  doses  should  be  taken  on 
going  to  bed,  just  before  which  time  it  ma}^  be  well  to  i)lace  the 
feet  and  legs  for  a  few  moments  in  a  hot  bath  made  somewhat 
stimulating  by  the  introduction  of  a  handful  or  two  of  ground 
mustard.  If  the  disease  has  come  on  towards  the  middle  or 
latter  part  of  the  day,  one  or  other  of  these  plans  will  prove 
successful  in  very  many  instances.  Other  remedies  recom- 
mended in  a  similar  manner  are :  carbonate  of  ammonia,  10  grs. 
at  bed-time ;  muriate  of  ammonia,  20  to  30  grs.  at  bed-time ; 
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guaiac  in  tincture,  a  drachm  or  so  in  a  wineglassf  ul  of  warm 
milk.  The  inhalation  of  chloroform  to  the  induction  of  an»8- 
thesia,  administered  after  the  patient  has  been  put  into  bed,  will 
often  be  found  adequate  to  abort  a  cold  by  its  relaxing  influ- 
ence upon  the  structures,  which  are  in  a  state  of  tension.  Per- 
sonal experience  has  proven  the  value  of  this  remedy  in  a  num- 
ber of  instances,  especially  in  such  as  were  thought  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  promise  success  in  the  abortive  treatment  by  opium 
or  alcohol.  But  while  the  use  of  the  ansesthetic  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  efficient  for  the  purpose,  the  responsibility  of  a 
resort  to  it  must  rest  upon  the  physician  prescribing  it.  It  is, 
in  some  respects,  a  dangerous  remedy,  and  one  to  be  employed 
in  skilful  and  careful  hands  only ;  and  therefore  not  to  be 
generally  recommended.  But  such  happy  effects  have  followed 
its  use  in  the  author's  hands  in  some  cases  attended  by  intense 
pain  and  tension  in  the  frontal  and  maxillary  region,  and  pre- 
senting distressful  obstruction  to  breathing,  that  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  its  value  is  not  to  be  withheld.  The  cases  alluded  to 
would  have  required  larger  doses  of  narcotics  to  control  their 
symptoms  than  it  was  deemed  desirable  to  prescribe ;  and  the 
fact  was  i-emembered  that  the  administration  of  chloroform  for 
the  relief  of  pain  already  existing,  is  by  no  means  attended 
with  anything  like  the  same  danger  as  when  it  is  given  for  the 
prevention  of  pain.  An  examination  into  the  statistics  of 
deatlis  from  chlorofonn  will  show  that  this  result  rarely  hap- 
pens when  it  is  judicially  administered  for  the  relief  of  pain, 
as  in  neuralgia,  parturition,  and  operations  begun  without  resort 
to  anaesthesia. 

When  the  cold  has  existed  all  day,  or  has  existed  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  it  cannot  be  so  readily  aborted.  But  it  can  often 
still  be  brought  to  a  very  rapid  conclusion  by  producing  a 
state  of  diaphoresis.  This  may  be  done  by  the  administration 
of  diaphoretic  medicines,  such  as  the  Dover's  powder,  nitrate 
of  potassa,  and  the  like,  assisted  by  the  copious  use  of  warm 
drinks,  which  may  be  slightly  medicated  in  the  form  of  weak 
infusions  of  chamomile,  eupatorium,  hops,  and  the  like.  But 
a  very  excellent  plan,  and  one  which  has  borne  the  test  of 
personal  experience,  is  the  use  of  a  warm  air  bath.     This  is 
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procjuced  by  placing  buniiug  alcohi)!,  either  in  a  large  lamp 
or  in  a  saucer,  under  a  cliair  occupied  by  the  patient,  whose 
naked  body  should  be  enveloped,  from  the  neck  downwards, 
in  a  blanket  reaching  nearly  to  the  fl(X)r;  the  feet  being 
covered  with  woollen  stockings.  The  warm  air  confined  to 
the  body  induces  a  copious  pei-spi ration  of  the  skin,  and 
when  this  has  continued  as  long  as  may  be  desirable,  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  being  long  enough  as  a  rule,  the  patient  is  put 
to  bed  without  removing  his  blanket.  The  action  of  the  skin 
continues,  and  excites  thirst,  which  may  be  freely  relieved  by 
copious  draughts  of  water,  a  pitcherf  ul  of  whicli  had  better  be 
placed  at  the  bed-side  for  that  pui-pose.  Finally  a  deep  sweet 
sleep  sets  in,  and  the  patient  awakes  in  the  morning  well.  He 
should  keep  his  bed  till  towards  tlie  middle  of  the  day,  and  be 
exceedingly  careful  against  ex{X)sure  to  cold,  which  will  be 
very  apt  to  bring  on  a  return  of  the  complaint. 

Wliere  there  is  little  or  no  general  distress,  but  merely  a 
stnfFcd  feeling  in  the  nose,  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  iodn.e, 
kept  up  more  or  less  continuously  for  two  or  three  hours,  will 
often  suffice  to  cure  the  cold  in  that  time.  The  best  plan  is  to 
place  two  or  three  crystals  of  pure  iodine  in  a  tube,  and  for 
this  purpose  a  quill  will  answer,  and  to  keep  this  iodine  in  the 
centre  of  the  tube  by  means  of  a  light  cotton  wad  on  both  sides 
of  it.  The  tube  is  held  in  the  hand,  and  one  end  of  it  is  placed 
in  the  nostril ;  the  warmth  of  the  hand  disengages  the  vapor, 
which  is  snuffed  up  from  time  to  time;  when  the  vapor  irri- 
tates too  much,  the  tube  is  withdrawn  for  a  few  moments  and 
then  re-inserted.  In  this  way  the  inhalation  is  alternated 
l)etween  the  two  nostrils,  if  both  be  affected,  the  patient  placing 
himself  in  any  convenient  position,  recumbent  or  semi-recum- 
bent, and,  if  he  likes,  whiling  the  time  by  perusing  an  enter- 
taining book.  The  iodine  indu(!es  the  flow  of  serum,  which 
relieves  the  distention,  and  probably  exerts  some  beneficial 
action  up)n  the  nerves  of  the  affected  membrane. 

Camphor,  or  camphor  and  iodine,  used  in  the  same  way,  has 

]>een  found  useful ;  as  also  the  use  of  the  muriate  of  ammonia, 

either  produced  in  the  nascent  state  from  muriatic  acid  and  strong 

liquor-ammonia,  or  from  the  fumes  of  heated  sal-ammoniac. 
17 
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The  fumes  of  burning  opium  have  often  been  employed 
Buccessfullv  to  al>ort  or  abat«  a  cold  in  the  head. 

An  iuirenious  instrument,  devised  bv  Dr.  Buttles,  of  New 
FijT.  49.  York,  for  the  inhalation  or  propulsion 

of  vajx)r8  into  the  n<jstrils,  is  shown  in 
Fig.  4:9.  It  consists  of  a  glass  receiver, 
into  whicli  a  sjjonge  or  cotton  wad  is 
placed,  saturated  with  the  material 
Bntties' Nasiii  inhAier.  fn^m  wliicli  tlic  vapor  is  to  be  pro- 

duced. The  pointed  extremity  is  placed  into  the  nostril,  and 
the  vapor  simply  inhaled,  or  else  pR)pelled  by  j)a8sing  a  current 
of  air  through  a  tube  attached  to  the  nozzle. 

AVlien  the  corvza  has  become  fully  established,  we  resort  to  the 
nse  of  warm  aromatic  drinks,  warm  foot-baths,  and  other  me- 
thods of  mahitaining  a  gentle  condition  of  diaphoresis  until  the 
affection  is  at  its  height,  when  it  gradually  subsides,  and  the 
employment  of  remedies  is  no  longer  indicated.  If  there  are 
severe  general  symptoms  of  fever,  pain,  and  sleeplessness,  these 
are  combated  by  antiphlogistics,  anodynes,  and  hypnotics. 

IDIOSYNCRATIC  CORYZA. 

Hay  asthma  is  one,  and  hay-fever  another  of  the  principal 
terms  used  to  designate  a  peculiar  form  of  periodical  coryza  to 
which  certain  j>eople  are  subject.  It  is  usually  produced  by 
inhalation  of  the  }H)llcn  of  certain  grasses  or  flowers,  and  is  due 
to  a  i)eculiar  idiosvncrasv  of  the  individual  affected.  It  is 
analogous  to  the  i:o\d  in  the  head  produced  in  some  people  by 
the  proximity  of  powdered  ipecacuanha.  It  is  usually  produced 
by  the  hay  made  from  the  early  grasses.  It  is  sometimes  pro- 
duced by  the  emanatic^n  from  the  rose.  I  know  one  individual 
in  this  city,  an  old  gentleman,  in  whom  an  exceedingly  dis- 
tressing attack  of  coryza,  with  swelling  of  the  nostrils,  lips, 
and  face,  lasting  for  several  days,  is  produced  by  the  p<»wder 
of  the  chamomile  flower.  Persons  thus  affected  periodically 
in  this  way  can  almost  always  antedate  the  onset  of  the  expected 
attack  with  a  wonderful  accuracy,  which  cannot  be  altogether 
explained  by  reference  to  the  ostensible  cause.  Sometimes  the 
nostrils  chiefly  are  affected,  and  sometimes  the  entire  broncliial 
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tract  also.  The  affection  usually  lasts  for  several  weeks,  but 
can  often  be  arrested  or  prevented  by  a  change  of  locality. 
Quite  recently,  that  is  to  say,  within  two  or  three  years,  it  occur- 
red to  Prof.  Ilelmholz,  who  had  long  been  subject  to  this  hay 
fever,  to  examine  the  secretions  from  his  nostrils,  and  he  dis- 
covered that  they  contained  vibriones.  lie  used  a  weak  solu- 
tion of  the  muriate  of  quinia  (1  part  to  100)  by  injection  with 
relief,  and  was  enabled  to  prevent  the  attack  the  year  following 
by  resorting  to  tliis  local  treatment  before  the  usual  date  of  its 
occurrence. 

A  similar  affection  is  sometimes  produced  by  emanations  from 
animal  as  well  as  from  vegetable  matters.  Dr.  II.  Charlton 
Bastian  has  recently  restated  *  that  he  has  had  frequent  personal 
experience  of  the  fact  that  a  spasmodic  and  catarrhal  affection, 
Bomewhat  resembling  hay-fever,  may  be  produced  by  emanations 
from  certain  nematoid  worms,  even  after  they  had  been  pre- 
served for  two  or  three  years  in  spirits  of  wine,  and  macerated 
for  a  time  in  calcic  chloride. 

The  treatment  of  an  attack  of  idiosyncratic  coryza  would  not 
differ  from  that  of  the  ordinary  form  of  the  affection  except  in 
temporary  change  of  locality,  or  the  local  use  of  some  agent 
calculated  to  destroy  the  vegetable  emanations  which  give  rise 
to  the  disease.  For  the  latter  purpose,  carbolic  acid  and  sul- 
phurous acid  may  be  employed,  or  the  injection  of  quinine,  as  in 
tlie  case  above  mentioned.  A  liberal  regimen  and  vegetable 
tonics  are  often  indicated. 

Some  pei*son8  lose  their  susceptibility  to  this  affection  with 
advancing  age,  but  I  have  been  consulted  in  one  case  where  it 
has  continued  regularly  in  a  patient  nearly  ninety  years  old. 

INFLUENZA. 

Influenza  is  the  name  given  to  an  epidemic  febrile  catarrh 
which  occurs  from  time  to  time,  at  irregular  intervals.  When 
ordinary  coryza  is  more  prevalent  than  usual,  the  term  influ- 
enza is  often  applied  to  it,  but  incorrectly.  The  epidemic  usu- 
ally lasts  about  six   weeks,  and  8<^)metimes  attacks  almost  the 


*  Introductoiy  Address;  Brit.  Med.  Jvur.^  Oct.  7,  1871,  p.  404,  note. 
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entire  jKipulation  of  the  district,  especdally  those  exix)»ed  to  the 
inclemencies  of  the  weather. 

The  foUowiniT  acutount  of  the  affection  is  taken  from  the 
conchiding  rt»marks  in  Dr.  Theophihis  Thompson's  "Annals  of 
Influenzju'' ' 

''  One  of  the  most  remarkable  circumstances  impressed  on 
our  notice,  is  the  great  similarity  of  symptoms  presented  by  the 
disease  in  its  different  visitations,  notwithstanding  every  diver- 
sity of  sejiwMi  and  place.  The  complaint  usually  connnences 
like  a  feverish  attacik,  with  a  feeling  of  chilliness  and  sensation 
as  of  cold  water  running  down  the  back,  weariness  and  stiflfness 
of  the  limbs,  and  pains  in  the  neck,  back,  and  loins,  more  in- 
tense than  those  which  attend  the  connnon  fonns  of  fever.  In 
the  more  severe  cases  there  is  decided  rigor,  alternating  with 
heat  and  flushing  of  tlie  skin;  the  fever  has  an  exacerbation 
every  evening,  and  lasts  tnmi  two  to  fourteen  days.  Pain  is 
often  felt  over  the  frontal  sinuses  and  cheek  Indies,  or  behind 
the  sternum  ;  the  eyes  are  suff  use<l  ;  there  is  sneezing,  tingling, 
and  an  acrid  discharge  from  the  ni^trils;  a  short,  frequent, 
hamssing  cough  ;  a  feeling  of  constriction  of  the  chest  and 
throat,  and  not  unfrequently  soreness,  redness,  and  tenderness  of 
the  fauces.  The  inflannnation  of  the  tonsils  is  occasionallv  in- 
termittent.  The  expectoration,  at  first  scanty  and  difficult,  con- 
sisting of  thick  viscid  nnicus,  usually  devoid  of  air-bubbles,  sul)- 
sequent  ly  becomes  opaque,  copious,  and  muco-puruleJit.  Sono- 
n)us,  mucous,  and  sibilous  ronclii  mav  be  detected  bv  ausculta- 
tion ;  and  there  is  frequently  partial  crepitation,  which  is  most 
apt  to  occur  at  the  lower  portion  of  the  lungs.  The  circulating 
system  is  depressed,  the  pulse  being  usually  feeble,  soft,  and 
quick  in  the  early  stages ;  in  the  decline  of  tlie  disease,  slow, 
and  sometimes  intermitting.  The  appetite  is  impaired,  and  the 
taste  i)erverted ;  nausea  and  vomiting  are  often  present ;  the 
tongue  white  and  moist,  covered  with  a  creamy  mucus,  or  loaded 
with  a  coating  of  moist  yellowish  fur,  and  presenting  elevated 
papillaj  of  a  peculiar  vivid,  red  color  at  the  edges.     In  some 


*  Annals  of  Influenza,  or  Epidemio  Catarrhal  Fever  in  Great  Britain,  from 
1510  to  imi.     Sydenham  Sa  Pub.     London,  1852. 
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cases  it  is,  however,  little  affected.  In  most  instances  the  nrine 
is  scanty  and  high-colored,  soon  becoming  thick  and  reddish, 
or  assuming  a  whey-like  appearance,  and  depositing  a  copious 
pink  or  whitish  sediment.  The  depression  of  strength  is  ex- 
treme, occasionally  resembling  tlie  collapse  of  cholera ;  the 
usual  energies  are  subdued,  and  agonizing  fears  of  death  are 
sometimes  present.  The  skin,  at  first  hot  and  dry,  soon  becomes 
perspiring,  and  often  exhales  a  peculiar  flat,  musty  smell ;  some- 
times it  assumes  a  bluish  hue.  When  the  lun^rs  are  not  mate- 
rially  affected,  the  force  of  the  morbid  influence  is  in  some  in- 
stances directed  to  the  bowels,  producing  pain  and  tenderness 
of  abdomen,  and  diarrhoea,  with  nuicous  or  dysenteric  evacua- 
tions ;  at  other  times,  the  brain  being  chiefly  involved,  vertigo, 
sleeplessness,  and  delirium  are  prominent  symptoms. 

"  In  very  old  and  debilitated  subjects,  tlie  disorder  often  pre- 
sents the  character  of  suffocative  catarrh.  Amongst  the  most 
characteristic  phenomena  may  be  mentioned  the  persistence 
of  cough  and  debility,  long  after  the  (cessation  of  the  other 
symptoms. 

"  The  most  frequent  and  important  complications  are :  inflam- 
mation of  the  bronchial  tubes,  lungs,  pleura,  or  of  the  brain  and 
itfi  membranes  ;  acute  articular  rheumatism ;  neuralgia  ;  and 
cutaneous  eruptions;  the  nature  of  the  complication  depending 
on  constitutional  peculiarities,  or  on  exposure  to  the  ex(!iting 
causes  of  the  associated  diseased  action,  about  the  time  of  the 
onset  of  the  attack  of  influenza.  The  principal  varieties  of  the 
complaint  may  be  divided  into — 1st.  The  cerebral ;  characterized 
by  vertigo,  delirium,  erysipelatous  eruption  on  the  face,  some- 
times swelling  of  the  parotid  glands.  2dly.  Guttural ;  at- 
tended with  cynanche  tonsillaris.  3dly.  Bronchial ;  witli  diflS- 
cult,  oppressed  respiration.  4thly.  Intestinal ;  with  diarrhcea, 
mucous  evacuation,  and,  in  some  examples,  tenderness  of 
abdomen.  5thly.  Typhoid.  This  fonn,  which  rarely  occurs 
except  among  the  poor  and  badly  nourished,  is  characterized  by 
depression  of  pulse,  extreme  prostration  of  strength,  and  other 
symptoms  of  putrid  or  adynamic  fever.  Almost  every  visita- 
tion of  influenza,  although  cliaracterized  by  the  predominance 
of  some  one   variety,  generally  presents  examples  of  each,  be- 
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sides    in  some  instances    exliibiting  phenomena    peculiar  to 
itself;' 

"  Nothing  can  more  forcibly  prove  the  definite  character  of 
the  inflnence  whidi  produces  the  disease,  than  the  similarity  of 
the  symptoms  during  several  centuries,  and  under  such  different 
degrees  of  civilization." 

The  treatment  ff)r  influenza  would  consist  essentially  in  that 
adopted  for  ordinary  fully  formed  corvza,  with  the  addition 
of  tonic  and  supporting  measures.  There  is  here  a  blood 
poison  at  work,  probably,  as  suggested!  by  the  late  Pix)f.  J.  K. 
Mitxihell  of  Philadelphia,  of  cryptogamic  origin ;  and  therefore 
the  direct  employment  (»f  su(;h  remedies  as  are  inimical  to  these 
organizations  is  indicated.  The  sulphites  and  the  bisulphites, 
or  the  hyposulphites  of  s<jda,  lime,  or  ammonia  may  be  employed 
internally  with  this  view  ;  and  the  inhalati<.)n  through  nose  and 
bronchi  of  the  dilute  sulphurous  acid  'water  would  also  act 
beneficially.  There  is  some  evidence  that  this  view  is  correct, 
in  that  the  maintenance  of  an  equable  temperature,  kept  up  in 
the  Miisschusetts  General  Ilcjspital  during  an  epidemic  at  Boston, 
did  not  secure  any  innnunitv  from  the  affection  for  the  inmates 
in  their  wards  ;  and  hence  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  the  malady  is 
due  to  extraneous  matters  in  the  atmosphere.  On  this  view,  the 
treatment  above  indicated  ought  to  be  successful.  The  various 
complications  should  be  met  on  general  i)rinciples,  care  being 
taken,  in  combating  evidences  of  inflannnation,  not  to  rt^sort  too 
hastily  to  depletion,  especially  by  venesection  ;  and  to  be 
etpially  cautious  about  other  depressing  remedies,  inasmuch  as 
the  disease  is  of  that  tendency  which  we  call  typhoid. 

Quinine  or  bark  in  large  doses  would  be  indicated  as  a  tonic, 
and  distilled  licpiors  and  carbonate  of  annnonia  as  stiuuilants. 
I  should  think,  in  bronchial  complications  especially,  that  car- 
bonate of  ammonia  in  ten  or  fifteen  grain  doses,  pn:)tected  by 
some  bland  nnicilage,  repeated  every  two  or  three  hours,  or 
oftener.  would  be  of  jiicreat  utilitv. 

Mild  cases  would  not  recpiii^e  any  special  treatment  other  than 
that  a<loi>ted  for  coryza  of  equal  severity;  but  the  inhalation  of 
sulphurous  acid  water  and  its  injection  into  the  nostrils  woiiU 
be  no  more  amiss  than  in  the  management  of  the  severer  cases. 
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Not  only  are  huinaii  beings  subject  to  attacks  of  influenza,  but 
the  lower  animals  also  suffer  from  its  e])idemic  influence. 

Influenza,  when  fatal,  is  usually  so  on  account  of  the  pulmo- 
nar}'  or  cerebral  complications.  It  is  said  often  to  leave  debility, 
nervous  prostration,  and  a  susceptibility  to  phthisis,  in  those 
predisposed  to  it.  Dr.  C.  llanfield  J(uies  mentions*  a  case  in 
which  cerebral  paresis  was  occasioned  by  influenza. 

An  excellent  article'  on  the  subject  of  influenza,  prepared 
chieflv  from  notes  of  cases  which  came  under  his  own  care 
a  few  years  ago,  has  been  written  by  Dr.  Jas.  J.  Levick,  of 
Philadelphia. 

CUEONIC   COKYZA. 

Chronic  coryza,  chronic  nasal  catarrh,  chronic  rhinorrhoja,  as  it 
lias  been  variously  called,  is  usually  accom[>anied  with  an  hyper- 
trophic thickening  of  the  nuu'ous  membrane  covering  the  tur- 
binated bones,  es})ecially  the  lower  ones, — a  condition  which  is 
readily  recognized  on  examination  anteriorly  with  the  speculum. 
Sometimes  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alte  is  in  a  similar  con- 
dition, producing  circumscribed  protrusions  of  a  red  color,  which 
are  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  fibroid  or  other  growths.  Sometimes 
the  protrusions  are  due  to  obstructions  of  the  orifices  of  the 
glands  of  the  na^al  nuicous  membrane.  The  accumulation  of 
secretion  pushes  the  mucous  membrane  before  it,  until  finally 
a  sort  of  extericjr  pocket  is  formed,  with  contents  of  greater  or 
less  consistencv.  These  are  usually  elastic  to  the  touch,  but 
are  sometimes  (piite  hard  from  induration.  The  parts  usually 
bleed  freely  on  injury,  but  the  bleeding  is  easily  arrested.  In 
addition  to  this  physical  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane, 
we  occasionally  find  polypous  or  warty  excrescences  here  and 
there,  not  infre(|uently  upon  the  i)Osterior  p<;rtion  of  the  floor 
of  the  nostril. 

The  symptoms  of  chronic  coryza  are  tlu>se  of  frequent  or 
peniianent  ol)struction  of  the  njisal  passages,  with  a  more  or 
less  copious  secretion  of  a  mucous  or  muco-purulent  character, 


*  studies  on  NervouB  Functional  Disorders.     London,  1870. 
'Remarks  on  the  Epidemic  Influenza  ot  18C1  and  of  1803,  with  notices  of 
some  malignant  forms  of  the  disease.     Am.  Jaur,  Med.  JSci.  1864,  p.  65. 
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discharged  from  the  passagcfi  posteriorly  as  well  as  anteriorly. 
Tliis  obstruction  is  usually  greater  in  damp  than  in  dry 
weather;  and  not  infrequently  we  find  that  either  one  passage 
or  the  other  is  nearly  wholly  impervious  to  the  air,  there  being 
no  regularity  with  respect  to  tlie  nostril  affected.  The  relaxed 
mucous  membrane  absorbs  the  moisture  from  the  atmosphere, 
and  in  this  way  tends  to  ociclude  the  j)assage. 

In  simple  cases,  uncomplicated  with  fetor  of  the  secretions, 
there  is  rarely  any  ulceration,  or  even  abrasion,  of  the  nmcous 
membrane;  but  in  severe  cases  this  condition  prevails.  It  is 
described  under  the  head  of  Oza»na. 

The  affection  sometimes  appears  as  a  result  of  rei)eated  at- 
tacks of  acute  coiyza,  but  more  frequently  seems  to  have  com- 
menced in  a  slow  manner,  chronic,  as  it  were,  from  the  outset. 
When  seen  by  the  practitioner  it  has  usually  existed  a  numl>er 
of  months,  or  a  number  of  years,  sometimes  having  included 
almost  the  entire  life  of  the  patient. 

The  subjects  of  this  affection  are  preeminently  those  of 
scrofulous  diathesis,  or  those  afflicted  with  hereditary  syphilis. 

The  treatment  of  chronic  corvza  is  similar  to  that  to  be 
described  for  the  milder  cases  of  oz<jena.  Care  must  be  taken 
that  gcKxl  hygienic  regulations  be  observed,  as  regards  food, 
diet,  clothing,  cleanliness,  and  exposure. 

Where  there  is  merelv  thickening:  or  hiduration  of  the  nasal 
mucous  membrane,  much  benefit  can  often  be  pnxnired  from 
the  local  application  of  the  mineral  astringents,  or  of  nitrate  of 
silver,  carbolic  acid,  etc.  Where  the  membrane  is  much 
relaxed,  or  protruding  into  the  cavity  of  the  nostril,  the  best 
plan  is  to  twist  it  off  with  forceps,  a  very  painful  pn>ceeding; 
or  to  encircle  it  with  a  wire  snare,  similar  to  that  used  for 
removal  of  aural  jx)lyi>s,  and  to  cut  it  off  by  drawing  the  loop 
tight,  a  proceeding  nnich  less  painful.  To  secure  the  action 
of  the  wire,  the  membrane  may  l)e  drawn  thixmgh  it  with  a 
pair  of  delicate  forceps.  The  resulting  sorc»8  nuiy  be  touched 
with  the  nitrate  of  silver.  As  the  edges  of  these  wounds  con- 
tract in  cicatrization,  the  free  space  of  the  nasal  passages  is 
increased.  Many  operations  are  usually  required  to  free  the 
nasal  cavities  from  these  folds  of  nuicous  membrane.     In  cases 
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of  exceeding  obstinacy,  and  which  cannot  be  cured  in  this  way, 
freedom  of  nasal  respiration  may  be  secured  by  the  introduction 
of  silver  tubes  through  the  nostrils,  connected  in  front,  so  as  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  phai^nx.  These  may  be  worn 
every  night,  to  keep  the  nostrils  patulous,  and  to  promote  retrac- 
tion of  tissue  by  the  compression  they  exercise. 

"When  the  presence  of  polyps  is  the  cause  of  the  coryza,  their 
removal  is  essential  to  a  cure. 

Tlie  liabitual  use  of  the  nasal  douche,  followed  by  the  injec- 
tion of  astringent  solutions,  will  be  of  gi-eat  service  to  the 
patient,  and,  if  pei'sisted  in,  often  prevent  any  aggravation  of 
the  affection.     Occasionally  it  will  be  adequate  to  a  cure. 

A  chronic  discharge  from  the  nostril  may  occur  from  reflex 
irritation  elsewhere.  Thus  a  cjise  is  related*  by  Mr.  Fleisch- 
mann,  of  Wrexham,  of  a  little  girl,  five  years  of  age,  troubled 
for  tliree  months  with  a  constant  discharge  from  the  nostril, 
Blightly  purulent,  but  not  profuse.  The  mucous  membrane,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  examined,  was  healthy,  and  there  were  no 
indications  of  any  morbid  growth.  She  was  ordered  a  strong 
injection  of  gallic  acid,  and  took  concurrently  small  doses  of 
the  sesquichloride  of  iron.  The  only  advantage  she  derived 
was,  that  the  discharge  lost  it^  purulent  character.  In  amount 
it  remained  the  same,  though  the  treatment  was  long  persevered 
in,  and  other  astringents  tried.  Some  undiscovered  local  irri- 
tation was  suspecrted.  As  nothing  could  be  found  wrong  in  the 
nasal  passages,  the  condition  of  the  teeth  was  examined,  and  as 
there  wjis  caries  of  the  upper  canine  tooth  of  the  same  side  as 
the  affected  nostril,  it  was  removed.  The  discharge  was  much 
lessened  on  the  next  day,  and,  in  the  coui*se  of  a  day  or  two, 
disappeared  altogether. 

OZ<ENA. 

OzcjL»na  is  a  term  which  is  used  to  designate  any  chn)nic 
discharge,  of  a  fetid  character,  from  the  nasal  passages.  A  dis- 
charge of  this  kind  may  attend  several  different  conditions, 
and  the  term,  therefore,  is  merely  denotive  of  a  characteristic 


>  {BriL  Med,  Jmir,,  Apl.  9,  1859.)    Am,  Jour.  Med,  JSd.,  July,  1859,  p.  236. 
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6ynii)toin.  Oza?iia  is  present  in  ulcerations  of  tlic  niucoiis  mem- 
brane of  the  nasal  passajres,  and  of  the  sinnses  communicating 
with  them,  whether  the  result  of  what  is  called  the  stnimoiis 
or  scrofulous  diathesis,  or  whether  the  result  of  syphilitic  ulcer- 
ation, or  of  that  ulceration  de[>endent  nixm  lupus. 

Sometimes,  however,  we  meet  with  a  case  of  chronic  disease 
of  tlie  nasal  passages  unattended  by  any  evidence  of  dyscrasia 
whatever.  The  bnnes  and  cartilages,  as  far  as  their  condition 
can  be  determined,  are  healthy,  and  thei-e  may  not  be  any 
ulceration  of  the  mucous  membnme  visible  on  ins|>eetion, 
either  anteriorly  or  posteriorly.  The  affection  in  these  cases 
seems  to  depend  on  some  constitutional  idiosyncrasy,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  portions  of  the  nasal  secretions  desiccate,  and 
remain  impacted  in  some  of  the  sinuosities  of  the  nasal  pas- 
sages, and  there  undergo  decomi)osition.  The  ctmdition  has 
been  com])ared  to  that  whic*h  is  attended  by  peculiar  oifensive- 
ness  of  the  cutaneous  j)ei-spirati<>n  from  the  feet  and  armpits 
of  some  peivons  who,  in  spite  of  the  most  scrupulous  ablutions, 
cannot  rid  themselves  of  their  unpleasant  odor.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  there  is  no  doubt  that  cases  of  oz(ena  exist,  in  which  we 
can  find  no  adeipiate  cause  to  account  for  the  affection.  Indi- 
viduals thus  aflli(;ted  are  rendered  very  unhai)py  by  reason 
of  their  infirmity,  which  deters  them  from  seeking  the  society 
of  their  friends,  or  resorting  to  places  of  public  gathering; 
and  the  affliction  is  the  more  severe  that  the  subjects  are  often 
in  exc<?llent  general  health,  and  anxious  and  willing  to  take 
j)art  hi  domestic  and  social  enjoyments.  In  these  cases  the 
discharge  is  not  always  pi-of use,  sometimes  it  is  very  scanty ; 
but  it  exhibits  a  disposition  to  desiccate  into  thin  scales  or 
crusts,  which  are  removed  with  difficulty,  sometimes  from  the 
nostrils,  and  sometimes  by  a  sort  of  inspiratory  nasal  screatus, 
w^hi(!h,  after  rei)eated  efforts,  drives  them  thi'ough  the  posterior 
nares  into  the  jJiarynx,  whence  they  are  expectorated.  These 
crusts  have  usually  a  horrible  stench,  which  is  perceptible  at  a 
distance  of  many  feet,  and  may  impregnate  a  large  n)om. 

All  that  can  be  done  effectually  in  the  way  of  treatment  in 
these  cases  is  t^)  keep  up  an  active  condition  of  the  secretory 
functions  of  the  skin  and  kidneys,  by  frequent  bathing  and  the 
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copious  drinking  of  water, — a  sort  of  sewera<re,  as  it  were ;  and 
to  cleanse  the  parts  thoroughly  and  efficiently  several  times  a 
day,  especially  at  night  and  morning;  making  this  act  a  per- 
manent and  essential  part  of  the  daily  toilet,  as  much  so  as  the 
use  of  the  tooth-brush  or  the  wash-basin.  The  nasal  douche  of 
Thudichum,  to  be  presently  described,  is  an  admirable  apparatus 
for  this  purj)Ose ;  but,  if  the  crusts  are  hard  to  remove,  the  use 
of  the  jK)sterior  nasal  syringe,  and  of  the  continuous  rubber 
ball  syringe,  in  such  request  for  ordinary  family  use,  will  afford 
better  results;  the  latter  especially  in  those  cases  in  which  crusts 
moulded  to  the  form  of  the  posterior  openings  of  the  nares  are 
apt  to  actnnnulate,  and  which  nuist  be  dislodged  by  a  stream  of 
some  force  entering  the  nostrils  fi'om  the  front.  The  ordinaiy 
solution  of  common  salt,  a  drachm  or  two  to  the  pint  of  tepid 
water,  fulfils  the  requirements  of  the  douche  for  cleansing 
purposes;  and  the  detachment  of  the  crusts  is  facilitated  by 
the  substitution  or  addition,  as  may  prove  most  ai)pr()priate,  of 
equal  quantities  of  alkalines,  such  as  carbonate  or  bicarbonate 
of  s<Kla,  phosi)hate  of  soda,  and  the  like.  At  least  a  quart  of 
the  solution  should  be  used  at  each  night  and  morning  ablution. 
After  cleansing  the  parts  in  this  way,  a  second  douche  should 
be  used,  containing  a  disinfectant  in  solution.  For  this  purpose 
we  may  employ  the  permanganate  of  potassa,  chlorinated  soda, 
carbolic  acid,  and  so  on,  which  will  in  great  measure  control 
the  fetid  character  of  the  secretions.  Various  applications  are 
made  at  times  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  condition  of  the 
nnicous  membrane.  These  are  preparations  of  the  bichloride 
of  mercury,  iodine,  the  terebinthinates,  muriate  of  anunonia, 
etc.,  in  the  form  of  i)owder,  solution,  or  vapor ;  though,  in  my 
own  hands,  they  have  proved  of  very  questionable  benefit. 
Local  cleansing,  with  disinfectant  detergent  douches,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  cutaneous  and  urinary  set^retions  by  appro- 
priate remedies,  have  done  good  service ;  but  their  use  nmst  bo 
constant. 

There  is  a  form  of  ozaMia,  attended  with  certain  local 
manifestations,  which  is  ingrafted  upon  the  strumous  dia- 
thesis ;  and  which  from  its  persistence,  and  from  it«  ultimate 
effects,  which,  when  very  severe  and  improperly  attended  to, 
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resemble  so  much  the  effects  of  the  analogous  conditions  in 
constitutional  syphilis,  seems  to  lend  great  force  to  the  doctrine 
so  forcibly  taught  in  some  of  our  schools,  that  scrofula  is  but 
a  modification  of  inherited  syphilis,  bearing,  perhaps,  a  rela- 
tionship to  that  protean  diathesis  somewhat  similar  to  that 
which  varicella  bears  to  small-pox. 

These  cases  ciin  usually  be  traced  to  a  commencement  in 
coryza  or  cAtarrh,  the  result  of  exposure  to  cold.  The  catarrh 
becomes  chronic,  the  discharge  more  or  less  pi-ofuse,  varying  in 
color  and  appearance,  being  now  nuico-punilent,  then  purulent, 
sometimes  sanguinolent.  The  discharge  itself  is  exceedingly 
oflFensive  in  odor,  but  there  is,  in  addition,  a  permanently 
unpleasant  odor  about  the  breath,  so  that  pi*opinquity  to  the 
individual  is  rendered  very  disagreeable.  The  affection  may 
make  its  appearance  at  any  age,  but  is  usually  noticed  for  the 
first  time  about  the  period  of  the  second  dentition.  The 
subjects  which  I  have  myself  seen  have  been  principally 
young  girls  from  six  or  eight  yeare  of  age  upwards  to  the 
period  of  confirmed  puberty,  or  early  adult  life.  In  these 
cases,  (trusts  of  inspissated  mucus  accumulate  at  the  entrance  of 
the  posterior  nares,  from  detention  there  of  the  secretions, 
and  they  often  become  moulded  to  the  form  of  the  opening,  and 
when  discharged  present  a  i)ecullar  honey-comb  api)earance. 
These  moulds  are  usually  several  days  concreting,  and  the 
patient  will  perliaps  discharge  them  once  or  twice  a  week, — 
sometimes  oftener,  sometimes  less  frequently.  Under  the 
latter  circumstance,  small  dense  clumps  of  irregular  formation 
will  be  occiisionallv  drawn  into  the  throat  by  forced  nasal 
inspiration,  and  then  spit  out  These  will  possess  the  char- 
acteristic odor.  Sometimes  small  cheesy-like  concretions 
will  be  discliarged,  apparently  fix>m  the  glandular  tissue  at  the 
nasal  jK)rt.ion  of  the  pharyngeal  vault,  similar  to  the  matter 
occasionally  discharged  from  the  tonsils,  and,  like  tliem,  of  an 
intolerable  stench  when  crushed.  There  will  be  considerable 
pain  in  the  parts,  which  will  be  apt  to  be  particularly  severe  in 
the  region  of  the  frontal  siimses. 

The  affection  is  met  with  in  all  classes  of  society ;  in  tlie 
robust  individual  no  less  than  in  the  delicate  one;  in  those 


OZCENA.  269 

that   are   tenderly   reared,   and   in  tliose  wlio  are  allowed  to 
"  rough  it." 

If,  after  thorough  cleansing  with  the  douche,  the  parts  are 
carefully  examined,  anteriorly  by  the  nasal  forceps  or  dilating 
speculum,  and  posteriorly  by  the  rhinoscope,  there  will  usually 
be  discovered  some  points  of  ulceration  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, superfical  or  deep-seated.  These  ulcerated  8ix)ts  may 
occupy  the  free  surface  of  the  turbinated  bones,  or  the  lower 
region  of  the  septum ;  and  when  they  cannot  be  found  in  these 
situations,  it  is  fair  to  infer  that  they  must  exist  ujx)n  some 
portions  of  the  turbinated  bones  altogether  out  of  the  field  of 
vision.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  in  these  instances 
will  be  swollen  so  that  the  opposite  surfaces  of  the  (tavity  meet 
at  one  or  more  points,  and  there  will  also  be  sometimes  found 
that  puflFy  appearance  of  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the 
inner  surfaces  of  the  septum,  elsewhere  described  as  being 
present  in  other  chronic  affections  of  the  posterior  nasal  region. 
The  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  may  be  due  in  most 
instances  to  an  infiltration  of  the  sulwnucous  tissue,  but  in 
some  instances  there  seems  to  be,  in  addition,  a  real  hypertrophy 
of  this  tissue.  The  pai-ts  are  usually  red,  sometimes  very 
sensitive  to  the  touch  of  the  probe,  though  sometimes  not  at 
all  so. 

If  the  disease  have  existed  for  some  years,  the  ulcerations 
will  have  extended  beyond  the  tissue  proper  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  will  have  involved  the  cartilages  and  the 
bones,  portions  of  which  will  sometimes  have  been  destroyed, 
and  have  been  discharged  spontaneously ;  so  that  the  cartilagi- 
nous septum  is  pierced  through  and  through,  sometimes  by  one 
or  two  small  perforations,  but  oftener  in  a  single  large  rounded 
hole,  perhaps  admitting  the  end  of  the  little  finger,  or  a  larger 
one,  and  looking  as  if  it  had  been  cut  out  or  gouged  out.  In 
some  instances  one  of  the  turbinated  bones,  principally  the  mid- 
dle one,  will  be  bare  in  its  entire  extent,  or  the  greater  jK)rtion  of 
it,  and  be  in  a  condition  of  necrosis,  demanding  its  extraction  ; 
an  operation  readily  accomplished  with  the  polypus  forceps. 
Sometimes,  as  mentioned,  it  has  already  been  removed,  and  left 
a  large  space  in  the  nostril,  through  which  the  posterior  wall  of 
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the  pharynx  or  a  portion  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  velnra 
can  be  seen.  '  In  some  instances  the  destruction  will  have 
proceeded  farther  and  have  involved  jwrtions  of  the  superior 
maxillary  bone,  fnnn  which  copious  accumulations  of  fetid 
pus  and  necrotic  particles  will  have  been  discharged  at  inter- 
vals. In  cases  of  this  kind,  an  alteration  will  have  taken 
j)lace  in  the  external  configuration  of  the  parts,  the  noee 
appearing  sunken,  fallen  in,  or  flattened  out,  and  the  nostrils 
distended. 

In  some  instances  the  openings  of  one  or  more  sinuses  will 
be  found,  the  tracks  of  which  cannot  be  readily  traced,  perhaps 
coursing  R)und  the  scroll  of  the  turbinated  bones,  but  from 
which,  on  pressure,  a  few  drops  of  thick  creamy  pus  can  be 
seen  to  exude. 

Usuallv  some  evidence  or  other  of  a  strumous  taint  of  the 
system  will  be  manifest,  and  this  may  include  every  variety  of 
scrofulous  disease,  from  coxalgia  to  enlarged  tonsils. 

In  cases  of  undoubted  syphilitic  origin, — and  the  distinction 
between  scrofulous  and  svi)hilitic  ozcena  is  not  alwavs  well- 
marked, — the  involvement  of  the  bony  structures  will  progress 
still  further.  The  palate  bones,  the  sphenoid,  the  vomer,  and  the 
ethmoid,  will  often  undergo  more  or  less  destruction ;  and  in 
some  instan(!es  rhinoscopic  inspection  will  reveal  necrosed  spots 
upon  the  vomer,  the  sphenoid,  and  the  basilar  process  of  the  oc- 
cipital bone  ;  a  condition  further  confirmed  by  contact  with  the 
probe.  The  odor  of  the  discharge  in  these  cases  is  not  as 
offensive  as  in  the  scrofulous  cases;  but  it  is  equally  persistent, 
and  will  remain  as  long  as  there  exists  any  undischarged  dead 
bone.  The  tortuous  condition  of  the  nasal  openings,  and  the 
sinuses  leading  to  them,  is  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  in 
most  instances  to  remove  this  dead  bone  by  surgical  interference, 
and  thus  we  are  forced  to  await  its  discharge  bit  by  bit.  The 
amount  of  destruction  that  may  occur  under  these  circum- 
sbuices  is  enormous.  In  some  instances  the  cranial  vault 
has  been  pierced,  and  meningitis  puts  an  end  to  the  complaint 
and  the  patient. 

The  amount  of  the  discharge,  itfl  nature,  and  the  intensity  of 
its  odor  will  vary  during  the  progress  of  oz<xnia,  whatever  may 
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have  been  its  origin.  An  inflammation  of  tlie  parts,  such  as  fol- 
lows a  cold,  a  determination  of  blood  to  the  head,  overwork,  tlie 
approach  of  the  menstrual  period,  all  seem  to  increase  the  oflFen- 
Biveness  of  the  discharge.  This  will  become  moderated  after 
cleansing  by  the  douche,  and  the  application  of  remedies,  but 
will  become  as  bad  as  ever  in  a  few  hours  or  a  few  davs. 
Wlieii  there  is  involvement  of  the  bone,  or  a  new  involvement 
of  the  bone,  the  fetor  will  be  increased  until  the  necrosed  por- 
tion has  become  exfoliated  and  discharged. 

The  patient,  as  a  usual  thing,  is  cognizant  of  his  unpleasant 
condition  to  a  certain  extent,  but  is  nnaware  of  the  full  amount 
of  disagreeable  odor  emitted  from  his  body.  This  is  because 
the  sense  of  smell  is  obtunded,  in  some  instances  entirelv 
destroyed ;  and  with  it,  in  consequence,  there  is  more  or  less 
loss  of  the  sense  of  taste.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  frontal 
or  maxillary  sinuses  are  affected  to  a  greater  extent  than  the 
nasal  passages,  he  is  better  able  to  appreciate  his  infirmity, 
for  the  sense  of  smell  is  still  conserved  to  a  considerable 
degree. 

The  oflFensiveness  of  the  odor  in  bad  cases  is  bevond  de- 
Bcription ;  it  is  absolutely  sickening,  and  must  be  endured  to  be 
comprehended.  It  will  impregnate  a  room  for  hours,  and 
deter  the  surgeon  from  proper  efforts  to  relieve  the  local 
condition. 

Treatment  of  Osoena, — The  treatment  of  ozoena  is  sufficiently 
simple  in  principle,  but  it  is  exceedingly  tedious  and  unsatis- 
factory in  prat'tice.  Palliation  of  the  severer  symptoms  can 
almost  always  be  procured,  but  a  perfect  cure  often  requires 
months  and  months  of  pei*sistent  treatment,  and  in  some  in- 
stances seems  almost  unattainable,  if  not  quite  so.  Where  the 
larger  bones  are  diseased,  and  whei*e  it  is  impossible  to  get 
thorouo:h  access  to  them,  the  condition  will  last  for  vears  and 
years;  dead  bone  being  exfoliated  splinter  by  splinter,  and  new 
sources  of  evil  becoming  involved  as  the  older  ones  are  under- 
going improvement. 

Fortunately,  in  that  variety  described  as  depending  upon 
an  unfortunate  idiosyncrasy,  the  disease  moderates  in  violence 
as  the  i)atient  becomes  older,  so  that  in  middle-adult  life  it  has 
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subsided  entirely  or  in  great  measure.  In  the  scrofulous  variety 
we  can  endeavor  to  improve  the  constitution  by  resort  to  sys- 
temic remedies,  such  as  cod-liver  oil,  quinine  and  iron,  the  pre- 
parations of  iodine,  arsenic,  and  so  on;  and  we  may  thus 
repress  any  increase  of  the  malady,  if  we  cannot  succeed  so 
often  in  restraining  it  altogether.  The  administration  of 
cubebs,  preferably,  perhaps,  in  the  form  of  the  oleo-resin,  in 
doses  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  drops  or  more  on  sugar,  after 
meals,  will  sometimes  restrain  the  copiousness  of  the  secretions 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  modify  their  character  by  the  local  in- 
fluence of  the  drug  in  its  elimination  through  the  bronchial 
mucous  membrane.  The  decidedly  syphilitic  cases,  when 
they  have  not  progi*essed  so  far  as  to  be  altogether  irreme- 
diable, are  much  more  manageable  under  systemic  medication 
than  the  idiopathic  or  strumous  forms.  Ilere,  small  doses 
of  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  Anth  the  free  use  of  iodide  of 
potassium,  do  as  good  service  as  they  do  in  other  forms  of 
constitutional  syphilis,  especially  if  the  patient  has  retained 
his  vigor.  If  his  general  health  has  become  much  impaired, 
a  course  of  generous  diet,  assisted  by  a  tonic  treatment,  in 
which  the  administration  of  quinine  and  iron  will  do  good 
service,  will  become  necessary  before  any  beneficial  results 
can  be  expected  from  the  specific  treatment. 

Constitutional  treatment,  however,  though  absolutely  essen- 
tial in  the  management  of  this  condition,  is  inadequate  of  itself 
to  a  cure.  Local  treatment  seems  imperatively  demanded  in 
all  forms  of  ozoena.  * 

.  This  consists  in  the  frequent  cleansing  of  the  parts,  and  the 
assiduous  application  of  local  remedies.  Without  the  cleansing, 
tlie  local  remedies  are  of  little  avail ;  they  become  entangled 
with  the  secretions,  and  cannot  have  that  good  effect  upon  the 
parts  which  they  exercise  when  applied  upon  a  clean  surfacr^. 

The  cleansing  process  is  accomplished  by  the  use  of  the  nasal 
douche,  the  posterior  nasal  syringe,  and  the  house  syringe  ap- 
plied anteriorly ;  and  with  the  medicinal  articles  already  enu- 
merated on  page  267.  This  ablution  should  be  attended  to  as 
punctually  and  as  conscientiously  as  the  patient  attends  to  his 
meals,  and  is  on  no  account  to  be  neglected. 
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The  local  applications  for  remedial  purposes  consist  of  solu- 
tions, powdei*s,  and  vapors  drawn  into  the  parts  by  nasal  inspi- 
ration, or  projected  upon  them  by  means  of  appropriate  appa- 
ratus ; — this,  as  far  as  applications  to  the  general  surface  are 
concerned. 

Where  ulcerations  are  seen,  and  where  they  can  be  reached 
by  instruments  introduced  through  the  nostrils,  or  behind  the 
palate,  they  should  be  touched  by  the  sponge,  or  hair-pencil, 
loaded  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver ;  sulphate  of  zinc  or 
of  copper ;  carbolic  acid ;  chromic,  nitric,  or  nmriatic  acid ;  or 
of  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  as  the  case  may  seem  to  demand. 
Dead  bone,  where  accessible,  should  be  removed  by  the  forceps, 
assisted,  if  need  be,  by  the  knife  or  scissors.     The  opposite  sur- 
faces of  the  membrane,  when  in  contact,  should  be  kept  asunder 
for  an  hour  or  more  at  a  time  every  day,  by  the  interposition  of 
strips  of  compressed  sponge,  or  tubes  of  laminaria,  which  exercise 
a  compression  upon  the  parts  as  they  imbibe  moisture  from  the 
secretions,  and  thus  favor  the  absorption  of  the  products  of 
submucous  infiltration.     Wliere   hypertrophied   mucous  mem- 
brane exists,  and  where  internal  compression  is  insufficient  to 
enlarge  the  passage  for  the  free  ingress  and  egress  of  air,  and 
the  free  discharge  of  the  secretions,  it  is  good  practice  to  twist 
off  portions  of  the  membrane  with  delicate  forceps,  so  that  cic- 
atrization of  the  edges  of  the  wound  may  enlarge  the  passage. 
The  free  bleeding  which  accompanies  this  proceeding  exerts  a 
salutary  influence  upon  the  parts ;  and  though  the  operation  is, 
as  may  well  be  imagined,  an  exceedingly  painful  one  for  the 
patient,  it  is  so  efficient  in  its  relief  that  he  will  readily  undergo 
the  torture,  again  and  again,  for  the  sake  of  the  ease  it  gives  in 
respiration. 

The  solutions  used,  by  douche  or  by  injection,  may  contain 
chlorate  of  potassa,  alum,  creasote  or  carbolic  acid,  permanga- 
nate of  potassa,  chloride  of  lime,  or  similar  articles,  which,  in 
addition  to  their  local  action,  tend  to  control  the  fetor.  Or  we 
may  use  injections  of  nitrate  of  silver,  sulphate  of  zinc  and  cop- 
per, the  sulpho-carbolat^s  of  zinc  or  lime,  bichloride  or  iodide 
of  mercury,  chloride  of  lime,  chloride  of  zinc,  and  the  like. 
These  injectior.s  should  be  preceded  by  the  use  of  the  douche 
18 
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for  cleansing  the  surfaces,  and  should  be  employed  at  least 
twice  a  day,  and,  where  practicable,  three  and  even  four  times 
a  day.  They  should  not  be  very  stnnig  at  first — say  two  grains 
of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  or  sulphate  of  copi)er  or  zinc,  to  the 
ounce  of  water — and  a  tepid  solution  is  6<^>nietinies  better  for 
this  purpose  than  a  cold  one,  to  which  end,  the  vial  containing 
the  solution  can  be  placed  in  a  warm-water  bath  while  the 
douche  is  being  used  beforehand.  If  the  parts  bear  the  applica- 
tion well,  the  strength  of  the  solution  may  be  gradually  inci-eas- 
ed  to  that  of  thirty  and  forty  grains  to  the  ounce;  care  being 
taken  not  to  make  too  free  use  of  remedies  which  act  promptly 
on  the  constitution,  inasmuch  as  it  is  possible  to  produce  a 
systemic  effect  through  applications  to  the  nasal  membrane, 
owing  to  tlie  proximity  of  the  olfactorj'  filaments  to  the  nervous 
centre. 

Indeed,  as  should  have  been  remarked  in  connection  with  the 
treatment  of  idiopathic  ozoena,  we  can  often  relieve  the  pain  in 
the  frontal  region,  promptly  and  efficiently,  by  the  application 
to  the  nasal  passages  of  an  unguent  containing  but  two  or  three 
grains  of  morphia  to  the  ounce,  the  quantity  employed  at  a 
time  being  not  more  than  the  volume  of  a  pea.  This  should 
be  rubbed  into  a  little  wad  of  cotton,  which  may  be  stuck  by 
sealing-wax  ujx)n  the  end  of  a  knitting-needle,  and  passed  along 
the  passages  as  far  as  the  patient  can  reach,  the  ointment  being 
gently  wiped  off  ujK)n  the  parts  as  thoroughly  as  j^ossible,  and 
over  as  great  an  extent  of  surface  as  may  be. 

The  solution  of  the  chloride  of  lime  will  be  found  to  do  g(X)d 
service  in  some  obstinate)  forms  of  ozoena.  It  was  intixKluced  in- 
to practice  in  Philadelphia  by  the  late  Professor  Ilurner,*  whose 
plan  was  to  inject  each  nostril  with  a  solution  containing  a  tea- 
spoonful  of  the  chloride  of  lime  in  a  wincglassful  of  water. 
This  was  repeated  twice  a  day.  I  do  not  think  this  practice  is 
much  in  use  at  the  present  day,  but  I  am  sure  it  ought  to  be. 
A  formula'  which  I  have  sometimes  used  with  very  satisfactory 
results,  contains  from  thirty  to  sixty  grains  of  the  chloride  of 

»  Amer.  Jour.  Med,  Science,  vol.  vi.,  1830,  p.  265. 

'  Dr.  Detmold,  of  Hanover  {noUcheffi  AnruUen^  B.  1804).     Brit,  and  For. 
Med.  Ret.,  Oct.,  1841.     Am.  Jour.  Med.  Seienee,  Jan.,  1842,  p.  232. 
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lime  to  the  ounce  of  a  decoction  of  krameria,  of  which  two  or 
three  drachms  or  more,dihited  with  an  equal  quantity  of  water,  is 
injected  into  the  nostrils  by  the  patient,  after  the  use  of  the  douche 
night  and  morning.  Sometimes  but  ten  or  twenty  drops  can  be 
employed.  Wlien  the  remedy  excoriates  the  external  parts,  as 
it  will  do  sometimes,  its  use  is  to  be  suspended,  or  its  strength 
reduced,  as  may  seem  to  be  most  judicious. 

The  use  of  glycerine  as  an  injection  is  sometimes  of  great 
service,  particularly  in  the  ozcena  of  a  scrofulous  nature.  It  is 
bland  and  unin*itating  in  its  qualities,  has  a  great  affinity  for 
moisture  of  all  kinds,  and  thus  assists  the  removal  of  the  secre- 
tions, inspissated  crusts,  and  detached  fragments  of  dead  bone. 

The  addition  of  iodine  to  the  glycerine,  in  the  proportion  of 
a  grain  or  two  to  the  ounce,  is  sometimes  advantageous. 

Professor  Trousseau  relied  greatly  upon  certain  medicated 
jwwdei-s,  of  which  he  directed  the  patients  to  snuflF  up  a  pinch 
into  the  nostrils  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  after  having  cleansed 
them  as  thoroughly  as  possible.  He  employed  several  fonnulas, 
the  principal  of  which  contained  calomel,  and  the  red  precipitate 
mixed  with  sugar ;  the  former  in  the  proportion  of  a  drachm  to 
the  ounce,  and  the  latter  in  the  pn)portion  of  forty  grains  to  the 
ounce,  care  being  taken  to  regulate  their  use  in  accordance 
with  the  irritation  they  produce.  Another  powder  which  he 
employed  very  frequently,  and  with  gi*eat  success,  was  the  sub- 
nitrate  of  bismuth,  rubbed  up  with  Venetian  talc,  in  equal 
parts.  This  was  used  ad  libituin^  and  particularly  recommended 
on  account  of  its  innocuousness.  Powders  containing  cubebs, 
tannin,  camphor,  and  other  ingredients  are  often  used ;  some- 
times they  are  combined  with  snuflF.  Since  the  introduction  of 
the  nasal  douche  into  practice,  the  employment  of  jjowders  is 
less  frequently  resorted  to. 

In  some  instances,  citrine  and  other  ointments  are  employed 
locally,  and  may  be  applied  by  a  contrivance  similar  to  that 
described  for  applying  the  anodjaie  ointment. 

The  principal  remedies  used  in  the  form  of  va{X)r  have  been 
mercurials.  Calomel,  bisulphide  or  binoxide  of  mercury,  are 
evaiK)rated  by  means  of  a  spirit-lamp,  and  the  fumes  are  inhaled 
through  the  nostrils. 
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Advanta^  sontetimes  acenies,  in  all  foniis  of  chronic  coryza 
and  ozcoiia,  from  the  free  hbs  of  the  vajwr  of  muriate  of  am- 
monia, following  the  c-Ieaneiiig  of  the  parts  hy  the  doiidio. 
For  this  pnr^>ose  the  }>owder  of  sal-aininoniac  may  be  lieated 
over  a  flame  and  tlie 
fumes  EiiufFed  up.  The 
mu6t  elegant  method  is 
to  use  the  apparatus  of 
r,«win  (I'ig.  50)  for 
generating  the  vapor  of 
muriate  of  ammonia  in 
a  nascent  state.  The 
bottoms  of  two  bottles, 
through  the  corks  of 
whicli  a  tube  ]>as.ses  to 
t!ie  iKjttom,  are  covered 
with  an  ounce  or  so  of 
atntng  muriatic  acid  and 
strong  aqua  ammonia, 
respectively;  a  second 
tube,  passing  from  just 
below  the  corks  of  each 
of  these  bottles,  is  car- 
ried down  to  the  bottom  of  a  third,  or  wash-l>ottle,  half  filled 
with  water.  A  third  tube  from  just  below  the  cork  of  this 
bottle  communicates  with  a  nozzle  to  be  placed  in  the  utjstril. 
Air  ia  forceil  into  the  tx>ttles  containing  tlie  acid  and  the  am- 
monia, a  hand-ball  bellows,  or  an  air-press,  being  used  for  the 
purpose;  the  vapors  of  ammonia  and  of  muriatic  acid  are  forced 
into  the  water  of  tlie  third  bottle,  where  they  unite  to  form  the 
vapor  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  wiiich  escapes  by  the  nozzle  after 
having  been  purified  by  the  water. 

A  few  of  the  author's  eases  are  briefly  recorded  in  illustration 
of  the  value  of  the  douclie  of  Thudichum. 


Ozcena  of  seven  years'  duration. — Martha  M ,  unmar- 
ried, aged  aitoiit  35,  had  been  afilicted  with  oztena  of  the  st^ro- 
fulous  variety  for  scleral  years.     There  was  no  evidence  of  ul- 
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ceration  on  examination  of  the  parts,  anteriorly  or  posteriorly. 
This  patient  was  under  treatment  from  April  2Sth  to  June  22d, 
1866,  at  which  date  she  was  discharged  from  professional  attend- 
ance. The  treatment  consisted  in  washing  out  the  parts 
tlioroughly  night  and  morning  with  lukewarm  water  containing 
a  tea-spoonful  of  table  salt  to  the  pint,  by  means^of  Thudichum's 
nasal  douche ;  and  aftenvards  applying  to  the  cleansed  surfaces 
a  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  by  the  same  apparatus.  After 
the  second  week  a  weak  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc  was  substi- 
tuted for  the  chlorate  of  potassa,  alternated  occasionally  with 
a  solution  of  chlorinated  soda,  or  of  permanganate  of  potassa ; 
and  towards  the  last  the  chlorinated  soda  alone  was  used,  in  the 
proportion  of  one  fluid  ounce  of  the  officinal  solution  to  half  a 
pint  of  lukewann  water.  The  unpleasant  symptoms  had  com- 
pletely subsided  at  the  end  of  two  months,  and  tlie  patient  was 
dismissed  with  instructions  to  continue  the  use  of  the  nasal 
douche  with  salt  and  water,  as  part  of  her  morning  ablutions. 

OzGBna  of  several  years'  standing  cured  by  persistent 

use  of  the  nasal  douche. — Susan  C ,  about  22  yeai-s  of  age, 

first  seen  June  16th,  1866,  had  an  ozcena  of  several  yeai^s'  stand- 
ing, following  erysipelas.  There  was  total  loss  of  sense  of  smell, 
even  for  the  most  pungent  and  aromatic  substances.  The  nose 
was  much  altered  in  shape,  and  looked  like  a  large  rounded 
nodule  of  sausage.  No  signs  of  ulceration.  Five  months'  per- 
sistent use  of  the  nasal  douche  with  astringent  and  detergent 
solutions,  changed  from  time  to  time,  completely  overcame  the 
affection,  with  marked  diminution  in  the  size  of  the  nose,  and 
return  of  smell  so  that  she  could  enjoy  her  food  and  distinguish 
floral  odors.  1  have  seen  this  patient  on  several  occasions  since, 
the  last  but  a  few  months  ago,  and  there  has  been  no  return  of 
the  affection,  although  the  use  of  the  douche  has  been  discon- 
tinued for  nearly  five  years. 

Ozoena  of  twelve  years'  duration,  attributed  to  a  fall. — 

Ellen  S.,  June  26th,  1866,  set.  22,  of  scrofulous  diathesis,  had  a 
moderately  offensive  discharge  from  the  nasal  passages,  which 
she  said  followed  a  fall  received  twelve  years  before,  and  had 
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continued  ever  since.  There  was  no  evidence  of  deformit)*  of 
thenawd  stnictures.  Tlie  discharge  ceased  under  the  persistent 
use  of  detergents  applied  by  the  douche. 

OzGBnio  discharge  of  a  year's  duration  fbllowing  a  blow. 

— Frances  K ,  a^t.  10,  in  March,  1865,  received  a  blow  upon 

the  nose  followed  by  copious  hemorrhage.  Three  days  after- 
wards a  whitish  discharge  came  from  her  nose,  which  had  con- 
tinued until  the  time  at  which  I  first  saw  her,  July  20,  1866. 
This  discharge  was  ver}'  offensive  at  times,  especially  in  rainy 
weather.  The  child  was  of  strumous  diathesis.  IHcei-ated  spots 
were  seen  on  the  internal  surfaces  of  the  left  ala  of  the  nostrils. 
The  parts  were  cleansed  daily  by  the  douche ;  and  an  applica- 
tion made  locally  of  an  ointment,  C4>m|)osed  of  one  i>art  of  the 
ointment  of  the  nitrate  of  mercury  to  five  parts  of  simple  cerate. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  disease  had  become  entirely  controlled. 

OzGBna  of  nine  yeais*  duration  after  Scarlatina. — Edward 

P ,  ivt.  14,  had  been  greatly  relieved  when  withdrawn  fi-ora 

treatment  by  the  daily  use  of  the  douche,  first  with  salt  and 
wann  water,  and  followed  on  eac*h  occasion  by  wann  water  just 
tinged  pink  by  a  weak  solution  of  permanganate  of  potassa. 

THE   NASAL   DOUCHE. 

Frecpient  allusion  has  been  made  to  the  nasal  douche  as  a 
means  of  cleansing  the  nasal  cavities,  and  of  applying  to  them 
medi(*ated  solutions.  This  metlKnl  of  local  treatuient  was  intro- 
duced into  medicine  by  Dr.  Thudichum  of  Ixmdoii,  and  is  a 
great  imi)rovement  on  the  use  of  the  syringe.  It  is  founded  on 
the  fact  dis<*overe<l  by  Prof.  Weber,  of  Ilalle,  that  when  we 
breathe  with  the  mouth  open,  m  as  to  cause  the  palate  to  ap- 
proximate the  pharynx,  we  can  send  a  current  of  fluid  through 
one  nostril  with  the  expectation  of  seeing  it  issue  from  the 
other,  without  the  passage  of  any  of  the  fluid  into  the  mouth. 
The  ordinary  syringe,  or  the  nibl)er  hand  bellows  syringe  in 
cxnnmon  use,  may  be  employed  for  this  puriK)se ;  and  if,  after 
starting  the  latter  instrument,  we  simply  raise  the  resen-oir  of 
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fluid  to  a  level  higher  than  that  of  the  nozzle,  we  secure  a  con- 
tinuous stream  of  fluid  without  further  pumping. 

A  special  nasal  douche,  however,  has  been  devised  by  Dr. 
Thudichum,  who  gives  the  following  description  of  his  appara- 
tus, of  wliich  a  representation  is  given  in  figure  51,  and  of  the 
manner  of  its  employment : — 

"  A  rml  of  iron  or  brass,  thirty  inches  in  length,  is  fastened 
upright  into  a  lieavily  loaded  Fi«.  m-  , 

foot,  so  as  to  form  a  firm  stand. 
On  tliis  rod  slides  a  nut,  which 
can  be  fixed  at  any  height  by 
means  of  a  screw,  and  it  car- 
ries an  arm  and  ring  with  which 
is  connected  a  high  cylindrical 
glass  vessel  of  a  capacity  of 
from  one  to  two  pints.  The 
glass  vessel  is  open  above,  and 
its  cavity  contracts  within  the 
ring  in  which  it  is  fastened, 
here  directly  to  pass  into  a 
small-bore  muzzle,  to  which  a 
suitablv  sized  flexible  india- 
rubber  tube,  thiity-six  to  forty 
inches  in  length,  is  fastened. 
To  the  other  end  of  this  india- 
rubber   tube   a  Stop-C(X;k  is  fix-     Thadichum*s  naaal  dooohe  (after  Thndkduim). 

ed ;  and  upon  this  a  little  cup-shaped  collar,  and  upon  this  the 
cylindrical  perforated  nozzle  of  honi  or  of  ebonite  india-rubber. 
If  now  the  glass  vessel  is  filled  with  fluid,  and  the  little  stop-cock 
immediately  underneath  the  nozzle  is  opened,  the  fluid  will  escape 
at  the  fine  openings  of  the  nozzle ;  and  if  the  nozzle  accurately 
fits  the  nostril,  and  the  fluid  is  allowed  to  flow,  the  fluid  will 
enter  and  fill  the  cavity  of  the  nose.* 

"Great  care  must  be  taken  to  insure  an  adequate  fitting  of 
the  nozzle  to  the  nostril  of  tlie  person  who  is  to  be  operated 


*  On  Polypus  in  the  Nose,  and  Ozcena  ;  their  snooeasful  treatment  bjr  new 
methods.     London,  1869. 
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upon,  as,  if  fluid  escrajK?  by  the  side  of  the  nozzle,  it  makes  the 
operation  difficult  and  troublesome.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to 
have  several  sizes  of  nozzles,  to  be  fixed  ujx)n  the  stojvcock  at 
will ; — for  adults,  sizes  of  diameters  corresponding  to  tlie  sizes 
5,  C,  and  7,  of  the  thick  probands  of  instrument-makers ;  for 
young  pei-sons  and  children,  very  fine  and  more  conical  nozzles 
of  india-rubl)er,  or  honi.  These  latter  small  nozzles  have  but 
one  central  ajwrture ;  but  the  large  ebonite  ones  are  provided 
with  four  openings  on  the  convex  part,  for  reasons  which  a  h'ttle 
practice  will  show  as  cogent ;  for,  as  the  nozzle  has  to  be  held  in 
an  oblique  position,  one  or  two  openings  are  pressed  against  the 
membranous  septum  of  the  nose  and  closed,  while  at  least  one 
will  l)e  open  and  sufficient  to  afford  a  good  stream  of  fluid,  two 
or  three  giving  a  considerable  current 

"In  order  to  avoid  all  possible  chances  of  infection,  and 
insure  cleanliness,  I  lay  it  down  as  a  desideratum,  that  every 
person  using  the  apparatus  should  have  his  or  her  own  nozzle, 
to  be  used  exclusively  by  that  jHjrson.  In  dispensaries  and 
hospitals,  where  this  cann<>t  be  so  easily  effected  as  in  private 
practice,  the  utmost  care  should  be  exercised  to  clean  the  nozzle*, 
and  particularly  the  little  openings,  from  any  semi-solid  matter 
which  easilv  becomes  firmlv  adliei*ent  to  them.  As  the  current 
is  always  directed  outwards  through  the  ojienings,  there  is 
hardlv  anv  chance  of  the  interior  (►f  the  nozzle  becoming  un- 
clean  or  infectious.  Yet  it  will  be  well  to  give  to  each  i)atient, 
particularly  if  he  be  the  subject  of  sjiecific  disease,  his  own 
apparatus.  Even  the  suspicion  that  a  patient  might,  by  accident, 
blow  into  the  tube  and  endanger  his  successor,  will  thus  bo 
avoided. 

<*  Fluids  to  be  Employed  for  Rinsing. — Pure  warm  water, 
when  introduced  into  the  nose  by  means  of  the  api)aratu8,  causes, 
in  most  pei-sons,  a  very  disjigreeable  sensatii>n,  ending  in  lachry- 
mationand  sternutation  (or  tears  and  sneezing),  with  subsequent 
copious  discharge  of  watery  nmcus  from  the  n<:)se.  If  the 
quantity  of  water  run  tlmjugh  the  nose  be  large,  the 
*cold'  produced  thereby,  including  the  change  in  the  sound  of 
tlie  voice,  nuiy  hist  for  some  hours.   To  avoid  this  objectionable 
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symptom,  it  is  best  to  employ  solutions  of  common  salt,  or  other 
salts,  of  sugar  or  milk,  for  rinsing  the  nose.  In  the  course  of 
practice  cases  will  arise  in  which  all  these  solutions  offer  advan- 
tages. For  general  use,  a  solution  containing  a  small  teaspoonf  ul 
of  common  salt  in  a  pint  of  water  is  satisfactory.  Some  persons 
will  bear  less  salt ;  others  will  tolerate  more.  Of  this  solution, 
having  a  temperature  rather  lower  than  that  of  the  bhxxi,  from 
one  to  four,  or,  if  desired,  any  number  of  pints,  may  be  allowed 
to  flow  through  the  cavities  of  the  nose.  It  does  not  easily  pro- 
duce sneezing,  rarely  lachrymation,  and  hardly  ever  any  sub- 
sequent symptom  of  cold  in  the  head.  The  saline  solutions 
which,  next  to  common  salt,  offer  the  greatest  advantages,  are 
those  of  the  common  phosphate  of  soda,  and  phosphate  of  am- 
monia and  soda.  They  can  be  used  by  themselves,  of  mixed 
with  the  common  salt.  Their  alkalinity  has  a  beneficial  effect 
upon  the  irritated  Sclmeiderian  membrane,  and  dissolves  or 
loosens  any  deposits  of  mucus  or  pus,  which  so  frequently  dry 
and  harden  upon  the  surfaces  of  the  nasal  cavities.  ^VTien  these 
solutions  are  made  with  the  common  hot  water  of  kitchen- 
boilers,  they  are  a  little  turbid  from  phosphate  of  lime.  The 
presence  of  this  slight  precipitate  is  no  objection  to  its  use ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  a  cx:)nvenient  means  of  distinguishing  this 
from  other  uncolored  solutions  which  mav  be  used  at  the  same 
time. 

"  Fluids  to  be  Employed  for  Deodorizing. — For  this  pur- 
pose I  have  employed  dilute  solutions  of  pennanganate  of  potash. 
This  agent  has  done  me  such  excellent  service  in  removing  the 
fetor  of  the  mouth  in  cases  of  typhus  fever,  that  I  was  induced 
to  apply  it  for  the  removal  of  the  fetor  of  ozoena,  and  with  the 
most  striking  and  immediate  success.  A  solution  of  from  one 
grain  to  ten  grains  in  a  pint  of  water  is  a  good  proportion, 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  case.  The  solution  taste 
alkaline,  and  acts  as  a  feeble  escharotic  upon  healthy,  and 
particularly  upon  vascular  or  erythematous  parts.  When  the 
margin  of  the  nostrils  is  excoriated,  the  permanganate  colors 
the  excoriated  part  brownish ;  but  the  effect  of  this  is  rather 
beneficial  than  otherwise,  as  the  excoriated  and  colored  part 
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dries  easily,  and,  after  the  shedding  of  the  faint  brownish 
pellicle,  ai>j>ear8  healthy. 

**  Mode  of  Applying  Fluids — The  flnid,  of  the  proper  compo- 
sition and  tenii>eratnre,  is  ponred  into  the  glass  vessel.     All  air  in 
the  india-mbber  tnbe  is  now  replaced  by  flnid,  the  escape  of  the 
air  upwards  being  facilitated  by  gentle  manipulation.     The  glass 
vessel  is  mised  and  fixed  in  the  position  which  will  give  the 
desired  pressure.     A  little  fluid  is  now  allowed  to  escaiH)  from 
the  nozzle,  to  make  sure  tliat  all  air  is  exj>elled.     The  patient 
(or  healthy  person,  if  it  is  only  desired  to  show  the  physiological 
experiment)  is  seated  in  fnnit  of  a  basin,  with  his  head  and  face 
slightly  bent  over,  the  apparatus  standing  by  his  side.    He  is  told 
to  bi*eathe  thnmcrh  his  mouth  exclusivelv,  and  to  abstain  from 
swallowing.     The  nozzle,  previously  selected  as  of  proj>er  size, 
and  connected  with  the  apparatus,  is  now  inserted  into  one  of 
tlie  nostrils,  and  held  there  by  the  patient's  hand  of  the  same 
side.      The  little  stop-cock  is  now  opened,  and  after  a  few 
seconds  a  continuous  and  rapid  stream  of  fluid  is  seen  to  flow 
from  the  opjwsite  nostril  into  the  basin  below.     Persons  who 
have  control  over  themselves  will  always  bear  the  experiment  as 
here    described ;    but    young    persons,  nervous  females,  and 
children,  become  confused,  begin  to  cry,  or  to  swallow  and 
breathe  through  the  nose.     In  such  cases  the  level  of  the  fluid 
in  the  glass  should  be  very  little  a]x>ve  the  level  of  the  introitus 
into  the  external  ear,  so  that  the  fluid  nms  very  slowly,  or  only 
dro{>s  out  of  the  fi-ee  iKistril.     The  hand  of  the  operator  should 
be  upon  the  india-rubber  tube,  to  close  it  by  compression  the 
moment  he  see*  bubbles  come  through  the  nostril,  or  perceives 
that  the  patient  swallows  or  becomes  confused. 

"  It  is  always  well  to  let  the  fluid  pass  at  first  under  slight 
pressure,  in  order  to  allow  sordes  within  the  nose  to  be  loosened 
and  crusts  of  dried  matter  to  be  softened.  When  this  has  been 
effected,  it  is  useful  suddenly  to  raise  the  glass  vessel  and  pro- 
duce a  rapid  stream,  which  will  then  scour  the  impurities  away. 
In  some  cases  I  have  done  this  repeatedly  with  success.  The 
loosening  of  crusts  and  lumps  of  inspissated  mucus  is  always 
attended  with  some  irritation,  and  also  with  retardation  and 
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diminution  of  the  current  of  fluid.  The  sudden  increase  of  the 
pressure  is  the  surest  means  of  causing  the  least  inconvenience 
to  the  patient,  and  eflFecting  in  the  quickest  manner  the  purpose 
of  tlie  operator.  v 

"It  is  also  well  to  reverse  the  current  now  and  then, as sordes 
are  much  better  detached  in  that  manner.  If  only  one  nostril  is 
diseased,  or  the  principal  seat  of  the  disease,  I  allow  the  fluid  to 
enter  by  the  opposite  side,  and  to  leave  by  the  aflFected  nostril. 
I  then  change  the  current,  and,  filling  the  affected  nostril,  allow 
the  current  to  leave  by  the  healthy  one.  Thus  half  a  dozen  or 
a  dozen  changes  may  be  usefully  instituted.  This  reversal  has 
sometimes  the  effect  of  throwing  large  lumps  of  inspissated 
mucus  and  pus  upon  the  upper  side  of  the  soft  palate  ;  and  as 
they  are  too  hirge  to  be  carried  round  the  septum  narium  into 
and  through  the  nasal  canal  by  wliich  the  fluid  leaves,  they  are 
taken  into  tlie  pharynx  and  immediately  ejected  by  the  patient 
through  the  mouth.  The  presence  of  lumps  uiK>n  tlie  soft 
palate  is,  therefore,  a  cause  of  a  sudden  interruption  of  the 
operation.  After  the  removal  of  these  lumps,  the  operation 
may  be  continued  as  before.  It  is  really  surprising  what  an 
amount  of  sordes  will  sometimes  be  removed  from  the  nose  bv 
the  rinsing  process.  Any  one  who  has  seen  it  once,  will  easily 
conceive  the  manner  in  which,  by  means  of  these  constant  accu- 
mulations, nasal  diseases  become  chronic,  incurable,  and  lead  to 
fearful  suffering  and  death. 

<<  Medicinal  Solutions. — Although  the  solutions  before  enu- 
merated act  in  a  measure  as  alteratives,  resolvents  and  escharotic^, 
and,  therefore,  rarely  constitute  a  sufficient  medical  application 
by  themselves,  yet  they  ai-e  more  frequently  used  for  preparing 
the  nose  for  the  application  of  energetic  and  specifi(ially  acting 
solutions.  To  this  latter  class  belong  the  solutions  of  alum, 
sulphate  of  zinc,  and  sulphate  of  copper — the  best  astringents  ; 
the  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver  and  bichloride  of  mercury — 
the  most  suitable  alteratives ;  and  the  solutions  of  chloride  of 
calcium,  in  which  suboxide  or  oxide  of  mercury  is  suspended  in 
a  finely  subdivided  state — the  best  specifics.     Of  stimulating 
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B(>lutioii8,  a  mixture  of  eau  de  Cologne  with  water  or  salt  water 
is  sometimes  useful. 

"  The  probable  concentration  of  these  solutions  can  be  sur- 
mised from  the  circumstance  that  the  sensibility  of  the  healthy 
nasal  cavity  stands  about  midway  between  that  of  the  eye  and 
the  mouth.  When  the  nasal  cayity  is  completely  filled  with  fluid, 
the  s}>ecific  sense  of  smell  cannot  any  longer  be  exercised ;  even 
the  solution  of  eau  de  Cologne  is  not  perceived  to  be  such  when 
it  once  fills  the  nose.  The  sense  of  smell  being  thus  entirely 
obliterated  by  the  fluid  contained  in  the  nose,  the  reflex  effects 

which  substances  may  exercise  by  means  of  this   sense   are 

«'  ft. 

entirely  absent ;  and  the  only  impingement  which  the  fluids  can 
produce  is  upon  the  filaments  of  sensitive  nerves  coming  from 
the  fiftli  pair.  It  is  owing  partly  to  this  circumstance  that 
comparatively  stnmg  medicinal  solutions  are  bonie  by  the  nasal 
cavity  without  great  secretion.  Another  circumstance  favoring 
the  application  of  stronger  solutions  is  the  ready  manner  in 
which  the  healthy  surface  of  the  nose  defends  itself  against 
irritating,  chemically  impinging  substances  by  means  of  a 
copious  flow  of  nmcus.  Excoriated  or  ulcerated  parts  lack  this 
power  of  rapid  secretion;  and  hence  they  are  affected  by 
medicinal  solutions  much  more  than  the  healthy  parts  of  the 
surface  of  the  nasal  cavity.  What  is  here  stated  is  the  general 
result  of  experience  and  experiment ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  1 
must  insist  that  the  application  of  medicinal  solutions  in  each 
case  should  be  begun  with  the  greatest  caution,  as  individuals 
differ  greatly  in  point  of  irritability  of  the  nasal  cavity.  In  the 
beginning,  therefore,  very  dilute  solutions  of  medicinal  sub- 
stances should  be  used,  and  their  strength  be  increased  gradu- 
ally, after  their  effect  has  been  well  exhausted,  by  the  use  of 
greater  quantities,  applied  by  a  quick  flow,  or  the  use  of  smaller 
quantities  in  a  slow  current  distributed  over  a  longer  time  of 
contact. 

"Solution  of  Aliun. — Half  an  ounce  of  roughly-powdered 
crystallized  alum  is  dissolved  in  a  small  quantity  of  hot  water, 
and  the  solution  made  up  to  one  quart  by  means  of  cold  and 
tepid  water  in  such  a  manner  as  to  insure  tliat  the  temperature 
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of  tlie  solution  should  be  below,  but  near  to,  blood-heat.  In 
superficial  ulceration  or  blennorrhagic  conditions  this  solution  is 
well  borne.  Ulcerated  parts,  which,  before  its  application,  were 
red,  mostly  appear  as  white  patches  after  its  application,  thus 
showing  that  the  effect  of  the  alum  on  the  ulcerated  surface  has 
been  considerable.  When  I  was  desirous  to  manage  with 
smaller  quantities  of  solutions,  I  have  sometimes  mixed  a  little 
permanganate  solution  with  that  of  alum. 

"  Solution  of  Sulphate  of  Zino. — From  a  scruple  to  a  drachm 
of  the  sulphate  of  zinc,  dissolved  in  a  quart  of  warm  water, 
together  with  half  an  ounce  of  sulphate  of  soda  or  sulphate 
of  magnesia,  gives  a  suitable  fluid. 

"  Solution  of  Sulphate  of  Copper. — Of  this  sulphate  also 
from  a  scruple  to  a  drachm,  mixed  with  half  an  ounce  of  soda 
sulphate  or  magnesia  sulphate,  can  be  dissolved  in  a  quart  of 
warm  water. 

'^  Solution  of  Acetate  of  Lead.— Of  this  crystallized  acetate 
from  a  draclim  to  two  drachms,  together  with  half  an  ounce  of 
crystallized  acetate  of  soda,  may  be  dissolved  in  a  quart  of  warm 
water. 

'^  Solution  of  Nitrate  of  Silver.— Of  this  salt  not  more  than 
from  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  should  be  dissolved  in  each  ounce 
of  water.  A  quart  of  water,  therefore,  in  which  previously 
from  half  an  ounce  to  an  oimce  of  nitrate  of  soda  has  been  dis- 
solved, may  receive  from  sixteen  to  thirty-two  grains  of  the 
nitrate.  In  particular  cases  the  solution  may  be  made  stronger. 
The  nitrate  of  potash  is  not  so  good  as  the  nitrate  of  soda, 
because  it  has  slightly  irritating  qualities.  When  it  is  neces- 
sary to  use  it  in  an  emergency,  when  soda  nitrate  cannot  be 
had,  the  solution  should  be  more  diluted. 

"  Solution  of  Bichloride  of  Mercury. — The  greatest  caution 
is  necessary  in  the  use  of  this  agent,  as  it  has  a  tendency  to 
produce  excoriations  on  healthy  surfaces.     The  first  solution  to 
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be  employed  should  be  one  containing  five  grains  of  corroeivc 
sublimate  in  a  quart  of  water,  in  which  an  ounce  of  eommon 
salt  is  also  dissolved. 

"Solution  of  Chloride  of  Calcium  -with  susx^ended  Oxide 
or  Sub-oxide  of  Mercury. — These  fluids  are  the  common 
phageda?nic  watere,  <»r  black  and  vellow  wash,  to  which  common 
salt  has  \>een  added.  Two  drachms  of  calomel,  twelve  fluid 
ounces  of  lime-water,  half  an  ounce  of  common  salt,  and  twentv 
ounces  of  warm  water,  yield  the  black  solution.  One  scruple 
of  corn>sive  sublimate,  half  an  ounce  of  common  salt,  twelve 
fluid  ounces  of  lime-water,  and  twentv  fluid  ounces  of  common 
warm  water,  vield  the  vellow  wash.  These  mixtures  must  be 
well  agitated  in  the  glass  vessel  while  being  allowed  to  run 
through  the  nasal  cavity. 

"  Sedative  Solutions.— Of  pnissic  acid  forty  minims  to  the 
quart  of  warm  salt  water,  of  tincture  of  opium  two  drachms, 
niav  be  taken.  These  dru<^  mav  be  added  to  some  of  the  above 
solutions  of  metallic  salts.  But  if  this  is  desired,  it  is  better  to 
substitute  a  solution  of  morphia  for  tincture  of  opium.  The 
prussic  acid  is  incompatible  with  the  copper,  silver,  and  pre- 
cipitated mercury  solutions ;  it  goes  conveniently  with  the  alum 
and  common  salt  solutions. 

"Styptic  or  Heemostatic  Solutions.— Among  these,  ice- 
cold  salt  water,  containing  an  ounce  of  salt  to  a  pint  of  ice- 
water,  takes  the  first  place.  AVlien  this,  after  having  been  con- 
tinued for  a  considerable  time,  is  insufticient  to  stop  the  he- 
morrhage, a  fiuid  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  the  sesquichloride  of 
iron  may  be  added  to  each  pint  of  ice-cold  salt  water. 

^Stimulating  Solutions. — One  ounce  of  eau  de  Cologne 
upon  ten  ounces  of  salt  water  is  a  useful  stimulant  Strong 
spirit  of  wine  may  be  taken  in  place  of  the  eau  de  Cologne. 

"  I  have  now  fully,  and  for  some  readers,  perhaps,  somewhat 
too  explicitly  described  a  number  of  medicinal  solutions  which 
may  with  advantage  be  applied  to  the  treatment  of  nasal  dis- 
eases by  the  method  in  question.  I  was  desin>u8  to  impress 
upon  the  memory  of  the  reader  tlie  fact  tliat  I  recommend  only 
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Buch  EolutionB  as  are  brought  up  to  a  certain  specific  gi-avity  by 
salts  which  do  not  decompose  the  mediciiml  agents.  There 
may  be  cases  in  which  it  is  desirable  to  swell  the  Schneideriaii 
nietnbrane  by  watery  fluid,  and  produce  eudoeinosis,  and  t>thers 
in  which  highly  coneentmted  sohitioiis  may  beiieficialiy  be  used 
to  effect  exosntoeis  and  shrivel  Schneider's  nieiiibrane.  These 
adaptations,  and  the  various  accommodations  of  the  fluids  and 
their  degrees  of  conceutratiou,  I  must  leave  to  tlie  skill  and  iu- 
gennity  of  those  who  make  use  of  tliia  method.  They  will  also 
probably  multiply  tlie  resources  of  the  rhiiio-tliei-apeutic  phar- 
macy, and  tliereby  add  to  the  success  and  certainty  of  tliis  iii- 
tereeting  metliod  of  treatment." 

Various  modifications  of  tliis  douche  have  been  made.     Fig, 
52  represeuts one  in  very  common  use.     A  bottlecontainingthe 


fluid  is  held  above  the  head,  or  placed  upon  a  table  higher  than  the 
head,  and  the  current  is  controlled  by  compressing  the  rubber 
tubing  instea<l  of  turning  a  stop^xK-k,  as  in  flie  more  perfect 
iDStniment,  Fig.  53  represeuts  a  very  portable  douche,  con- 
trived by  Dr.  Tliudichum,  and,  in  fact,  his  original  apparatus. 
It  is  a  flexible  tube  attached  to  a  perforated  metal  weight, 
wbicli  retains  the  apparatus  at  the  bottom  of  ajug  or  other  vessel 
filled  with  tlie  fluid.  By  dipping  tlie  entire  tube  in  the  fluid, 
filling  it  with  fluid  before  immersing  it,  or  by  suction  with  the 
mouth  after  imnierBion,  or  by  compressing  the  tube  from  the  ves- 
sel towards  the  nozzle,  so  as  U>  drive  out  the  air,  the  instrument 
is  converted  into  a  syphon,  and  the  liquid  escapes  very  readily. 
This  is  an  admirable  apparatus  for  patients  who  arc  travelling. 
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Finding  diffii-iilty  in  teaching  some  patients  liow  to  nBe  this 
FiK.  H.  eyplion,  tlie  author  niodiiied 

this  donche  seveiiil  years  ago 
by    placing    a    compression 
bull)  of  rubber  in  the  (.■oiirBO 
of  the  tube,  the  connections 
l)eing  made  by  small  glass 
tubing.     This  form  of  appa- 
ratus is  kIiowii  in  Fig.  54,     If 
now  tlie  bulb  lie  compressed 
with  one  hand,  and  the  noz- 
zle occluded  by  tlie  other,  and 
Bjpiioni>mciiewiihCMrpt«i«iBuib.         t|,e  weight  be  pkced  in  tlio 
vessel ;  on  di'oj>piiig  the  bulb  by  the  side  of  the  jug  and  releas- 
ing the  nozzle  the  syphon  is  made,  and  the  Huid  Hows  readily, 


as  seen  in  Fig.  55.     In  this  apparatus,  weight,  nozzle,  and  con- 
nections are  all  of  glass,  rendering  the  apparatus  very  cleanly. 
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In  ii8ing  the  donche,  the  nozzle  13  inserted  into  one  nostril, 
the  sides  of  which  are  compi-essed  by  the  finger  so  as  to  exclude 
the  air,  and  prevent  the  fluid  from  flowing  back.  The  head  is 
then  l>ent  well  forward,  the  mouth  openeil,  and  the  stream 
allowed  to  flow,  when  it  will  all  j)as8  out  through  the  opjK^site 
nofitril,  provided  there  is  no  occlusion.  In  this  way  masses  of 
accumulated  mucus,  inspissated  secretions,  etc.,  will  be  dis- 
charged.    The  process  is  then  rejx?ated  on  the  o}>i)<>site  side. 

Care  must  be  taken  that  the  solution  be  warm,  and  of  a  spe- 
cific gravity  near  that  of  the  blocxl.  Neglect  of  the  precaution 
to  have  the  solution  wann  has  resulted  in  pnKlucing  severe  in- 
flammation of  the  internal  ear,  by  the  passage  of  the  cold  fluid 
along  the  Eustachian  tube,  and  sometimes  serious  disease  has 
ensued,  even  when  every  precaution  enjoined  by  Thudichum 
and  his  followers  has  been  observed ;  as  has  been  recorded  by 
Profs.  Moos,  of  Heidelberg,  and  Knapp  and  l{r)osa,  of  New 
York,*  and  others.  If  the  solution  l>e  t(X)  thin,  it  is  apt  to  pro- 
duce a  cold  in  the  head.  For  cleansing  puri>o6es,  a  drachm 
or  two  of  salt  to  the  pint  or  quart  of  warm  water  is  usually 
employed,  and  the  pmix)rtion  increased  or  diminished  according 
to  tlie  effects  which  it  produces. 

Sometimes  the  fluid  enters  the  frontal  sinuses,  producing  in- 
tense })ain  ;  so  great  in  some  instances  that  the  method  must  be 
abandoned.  So,  also,  must  it  be  abandoned  if  it  produces  symp- 
toms of  disturbance  in  the  auditory  apparatus.  On  this  account 
it  is  well,  in  all  instances,  that  the  first  use  of  the  douche  should 
be  carefully  nuide  under  the  su})ervision  of  the  medical  atten- 
dant ;  and  that  its  effects  be  closely  watched. 

ANOSMIA. 

Loss  of  smell  occurs  in  connection  with  various  affections  of 
the  nasal  passages,  from  impressions  made  U}xm  the  tenninal 
distribution  of  the  olfactory  nerves.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  sense  of  smell  usually  returns  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  as 
the  disease  which  produced  it  is  combated.  Sometimes  the 
flense  of  smell  does  not  return. 


1  Archiyes  of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology,  Vola.  L,  IL,  JJL 
Id 
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Excitation  of  the  Sclmeiderian  membrane  by  the  passage 
along  it  of  the  constant  galvanic  current,  with  intemiptions, 
will  sometimes  arouse  this  dormant  sense,  and  tlie  treatment  by 
electricity  is  therefore  to  be  undertaken  with  confidence.  The 
deprivation  of  this  sense  is  very  annoying  to  its  subject,  inter- 
fering, among  other  things,  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  food; 
so  much  of  tlie  sensQ  of  taste  being  abolished  as  is  dependent 
upon  the  integrity  of  the  sense  of  smell.  It  is  therefore  our 
duty  t<j  endeavor  to  excite  the  return  of  smell  by  the  manner 
indicated,  which  appeare  to  promise  more  success  than  the  ad- 
ministration of  drugs,  or  the  use  of  topical  applications.  In  the 
author's  hands,  as  in  the  hands  of  others,  electricity  has  some- 
times proved  adequate  for  this  purpose. 

Loss  of  smell  is  sometimes  dependent  u]X)n  cerebral  disease. 
"When  this  is  the  case,  its  return  is  contingent  upon  the  relief  to 
the  tnmble  of  ccnti-al  origin. 

A  case  has  been  recorded  in  which  the  continual  inspiration 
of  the  fumes  of  etlier,  accidentally,  in  the  coui-se  of  some  ex- 
periments on  animals,  caused  a  gradual  failure  of  the  sense  of 
smell,  and  at  last  its  total  aberration,  the  effect  being  attributed 
to  the  continuous  contact  of  sulphuric  ether  with  the  minute 
branches  c»f  the  olfactory  nerve.* 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  anosmia,  however,  is  due  to 
blows  received  u]K)n  the  head.  Dr.  William  Ogle  has  recently 
studied  the  subject  of  anosmia'  from  this  cause.  He  reports 
three  cases  in  which  the  sense  of  smell,  and  of  smell  alone,  was 
comi)letely  lost.  Ciise  1,  of  twenty-seven  years'  standing,  en- 
sued after  a  fall  sustained  upon  the  back  and  side  of  the  head ; 
case  2,  of  two  years'  duration,  from  a  similar  accident ;  and  case 
3,  more  recent,  from  blows  on  the  head  received  in  a  row. 

Dr.  Ogle  attributes  the  loss  of  the  sense  of  smell  in  these  cases 
to  rupture  of  the  olfactory  nerves,  as  they  pass  from  the  bulb 
through  the  perforations  in  the  ethmoid  bone.  He  maintains 
that  anosmia  of  the  affected  side  is  present  in  every  well-marked 
case  of  facial  palsy.     He  presents  several  cases  of  partial  loss 

»  (Virchow's  ^rc^iF,  IV.  41,  1867),  Syd,  So.  Bienn.  Retroftp.,  1867-8,  p.  84. 
'  Anosmia,  or  Cafies  IllustratiDg  the  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  the  Sense 
of  SmeU;  Med.-Chir,  Tram,    London,  1870,  LIU.  p.  263-290. 
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of  smell,  and  enters  into  the  physiological  points  of  interest  con- 
cerning olfaction.  His  opinion  is  that  the  external  root  of  the 
olfactory  nerve  is  the  only  one  directly  concerned  in  olfaction ; 
and  that  it  depends  npon  the  degree  in  which  this  root  or  its 
central  termination  lias  been  disorganized,  whether  the  loss  of 
smell  be  complete  or  partial.  In  support  of  this  view  lie  cites 
an  observation  of  M.  Serres,*  made  many  years  ago,  and  founded 
on  the  results  of  nineteen  post-mortem  examinations  of  the 
bodies  of  paralytic  patients,  that  lesion  of  the  external  root  is 
much  more  efficacious  in  determining  anosmia  than  is  lesion  of 
the  internal  root. 

Dr.  Hamilton,  of  Philadelphia,  has  recently  placed  on  record' 
an  account  of  a  case  of  anosmia  occurring  after  a  blow  received 
npon  the  occiput.  Dr.  Notta  has  also  made  tlie  subject  of 
anosmia  the  subject  of  a  memoir.' 

Acuteness  of  Smell  is  very  often  serviceable,  especially  in 
giving  warning  of  the  j)roximity  of  unpleasant  or  unhealthy 
emanations.  It  also  permits  the  detection  of  certain  diseases 
by  the  odor  of  their  emanations,  and  thus  enters  into  the  field 
of  differential  diagnosis.  The  smells  of  small-}x>x,  typhus 
fever,  and  other  diseases  are  sufficiently  characteristic ;  but  it 
is  maintained  that  tlie  sense  of  smell  is  adequate  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  syphilis  ;  and  it  is  recorded*  that  Dr.  Stokes,  of  Dublin, 
as  long  as  thirty  yeai^s  ago,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  nose 
might  be  able  to  detect  the  difference  between  pneumonia  and 
bronchitis.  The  faculty  of  smelling  is  one  to  be  cultivated, 
therefore,  and  to  be  restored  by  therapeutic  means  when  in 
abeyance.  Too  great  an  acuteness  of  smell,  however,  may  be- 
come a  great  source  of  annoyance.  Some  curious  cases  of  this 
kind  are  on  record  in  general  literature ;  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able of  which  occurred  in  the  person  of  iKX)r  Caspar  Ilauser, 
all  of  whose  senses  were  exquisitely  developed,  so  much  so  as 
to  be  extremely  annoying  to  him  at  times ;  but  the  sense  of 


*  Anat.  Comp.  du  Cerveau,  I.  205. 

*  Am,  Jour.  Med.  JSei,    Apl.,  1871,  p.  41. 

'  Becherohes  sar  la  perte  de  Todorat.     Arch.  Oln.  ds  Med.     Apl,  1870,  pp. 
385-407. 

*  Brit,  Med.  Jour.    March  4,  1871. 
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smell  was  most  troublesome  to  him,  and  rendered  his  life  miser- 
able. He  perceived  odors  where  others  could  detect  nothing  of 
the  kind.  He  was  overpowered  by  the  fragrance  of  a  rose,  and 
<50uld  distinguish  fruit-trees  fnwn  each  other,  at  a  considerable 
distance,  by  the  odor  of  their  leaves.  The  smell  of  old  cheese 
produced  nausea  and  vomiting ;  and  that  from  a  churchyard  oc- 
casioned a  paroxysm  of  fever.  The  so-called  perfumes,  em- 
ployed for  cosmetic  puqwses,  were  more  disagreeable  to  him 
than  many  of  the  decidedly  unpleasant  smells.  In  fact,  every 
odor,  excepting  tliose  of  bread,  fennel,  anise,  and  caraway,  was 
more  or  less  disagreeable  to  him,  so  much  so  that  the  only  food 
he  wouUl  partake  of  was  l)read  and  water.* 

SYPHILITIC  AFFECTIOXS  OF  THE  NASAL  PASSAGES. 

Tliese  are  sufficientlv  common,  and  exist  as  one  of  the  mani- 
festations  of  secondary  syj)hilis.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  disease  a]>pears  confined  to  the  mucous  membrane.  It  is 
usually  attended  by  a  chronic  coryza,  the  matters  of  the  dis- 
charge being  viscid  and  of  a  yellowish  or  greenish  color,  scune- 
times  sanguinolent,  and,  as  a  rule,  more  copious  in  the  daytime 
than  at  night,  perhaps  from  unconscious  deglutition  of  |)ortion8 
of  the  discharge  during  sleep.  There  is  no  ulceration  of  the 
mucous  membrane  at  first,  but  this  is  alnu^t  certain  to  occur  if 
the  affection  is  not  arrested  ;  and  when  ulceration  has  taken  place 
the  discharge  becomes  offensive  in  odor.  Tliere  is  thickening  of 
the  nnu-ous  nienibnine  from  inflammatorv  swelling' and  infiltra- 
tion,  producing  pain  and  a  sense  of  obstruction  to  nasal  respira- 
tion. Much  of  the  discharge  passes  anteriorly,  but  some  of  it  is 
apt  to  be  hawked  into  the  pharynx,  and  may  be  seen  upon  its 
posterior  wall  ])ehind  the  palate,  in  thick  yellowish  or  greenish 
clumps.  These  irritate  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx, 
which  eventually  participates  in  the  inflammation  and  becomes 
ulcerated  ;  and  in  this  way  the  disease  may  be  propagated  to  the 
Eustachian  tubes  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  the  lannx  on  the 
other. 

In  the  tertiary  form  of  the  disease,  ulceration  of  the  mucous 


Feuerbach^s  Aocoont  of  Caspar  Hanger.     Boston.    1882. 
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membrane  occurs,  and  gradually  extends  into  the  cartilaginous 
and  osseous  structures,  producing  necrosis  and  permanent  de- 
fonnity  of  the  nose  for  the  want  of  its  bony  support.  The 
peculiar  symptoms  attendant  upon  this  condition  have  been  nar- 
rated under  the  head  of  ozoena.  Sometimes  the  mucous  mem- 
brane seems  to  be  implicated  secondarily,  after  the  disease  has 
progressed  in  the  bones.  The  external  soft  tissues  sometimes 
become  involved,  and  great  destruction  results,  jiroducing  that 
condition  known  as  syphilitic  lupus.  In  a  case  of  this  kind  re- 
ported by  Dr.  Durkee,  of  Boston,  the  cryptogamic  parasite, 
sarelna  ventnculi,  was  found  in  abundance  in  the  discharge 
from  the  nostrils.* 

The  secondary  manifestations  of  the  disease  are  managed  by 
local  ablutions  with  the  douche  or  syringe,  and,  if  necessary, 
the  internal  use  of  mercury.  The  tertiarv  form  of  the  disease 
requires  the  local  application  of  mercurials  and  detergents,  in 
addition  to  ablutions,  and  the  internal  administration  of  the 
iodide  of  j)Otassium  and  the  bichloride  of  mercury ;  while 
dead  bone  must  be  removed  where  possible.  This  subject  has 
also  been  discussed  in  the  article  on  oziena. 

PARALYSIS  OF  THE  NOSTRILS. 

A  single  case  of  paralysis  localized  in  the  dilator  naris  muscle 
came  under  the  author's  observation  some  eijjhteen  months  airo. 
A  gentleman,  occupying  a  prominent  position  in  a  public 
academy,  had  been  affected  for  some  years  with  a  difficulty  of 
breathing  thnnigh  his  nostrils,  which  produced  snoring  in  sleep, 
necessitated  his  keeping  his  mouth  open,  which  brought  on 
pharyngitis  sicca,  and  rendered  him  otherwise  un  com  fort  able. 
Bidding  him  make  a  nasal  inspiration,!  saw  that  the  nostril  closed 
externally  in  tlie  act.  I  lolding  the  nostril  away  from  the  sei)tum 
by  a  pair  of  forceps,  I  found  that  breathing  went  c»n  tranquilly 
and  without  effort.  Careful  exploration  showing  that  there  was 
no  disease  in  the  tissues  of  the  nasal  passages,  the  oi)inion  was 
formed  that  there  was  paralysis  of  the  dilator  muscle  of  the 
nostril ;  and  local  applications  of  electricity  were  recommended. 

^  Am,  Jour,  Med.  Sci,^  Jan.  1854 ;  p.  9C. 
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As  the  patient  could  not  remain  in  the  city  at  that  time,  and 
wished  to  postpone  treatment  until  his  summer  vacation,  I  had 
two  silver  plates  made  the  size  of  the  nostrils,  separated  by  a  weak 
sprin^i: ;  the  plates  were  j)ressed  together  and  inserted  into  tlie 
nostril,  and  on  relievinnj  the  pressure  the  blades  expanded  and 
kept  the  nostril  dilated.  This  instrument  relieved  tlie  entire 
trouble.  It  was  not  visible  externally,  and  could  be  very 
readily  removed  for  purjH^ses  of  cleansing.  As  the  patient  did 
not  return  at  the  period  of  his  vacation,  I  presume  he  felt  satis- 
fied with  the  relief  that  had  been  aflFoixled. 

orcixsiox  OF  THE  nostrils. 

Mr.  Durham  *  states  that  in  some  instances  the  nostrils  are 
more  or  less  completely  closed  by  membrane,'  in  others  by  firm 
fibrous  tissue,  or  by  sim])le  continuity  of  integument,  while  in 
other  cases,  one  ala  or  both  may  be  a<lherent  to  the  septum  or 
to  the  u])per  lip.  In  the  treatment  of  this  class  of  cases  all 
that  is  usually  recpiired  is  to  make  a  suitable  incision,  and  to 
keep  the  surfaces  apart,  by  pieces  of  lint  or  a  canula,  until  the 
jmrts  are  healed.  Constricticm  and  occlusion  of  the  nostrils,  as 
the  result  of  accident  or  disease,  I  have  seen  following  fracture 
sustained  in  pugilistic  encounter,  and  also  as  a  result  of  contrac- 
tion folic )wing  ulceration.  The  mucous  membrane  was  thickened 
in  these  cases  from  interstitial  dei)osit,  and  where  this  is  the 
case  the  difficulty  can  often  be  overcome  by  pulling  off  patches 
of  mucous  membrane  so  as  to  leave  raw  wounds  of  some  size. 
As  the  edges  of  these  sores  cicatrize,  a  contraction  of  the  sides 
of  the  nostril  takes  j>lace,  thereby  permanently  increasing  the 
caliber  of  the  tube.  The  operation  is  painful  and  bloody.  The 
repeated  emi)loyment  of  compressed  sjK)nge,  or  j^rf orated  rods 
of  laminaria,  increase  the  dilatation  and  maintain  it;  but  their 
use  nnist  sometimes  be  persisted  in  for  months  together,  with 
occasional  resort  to  them  afterwards.  In  some  instances  it  is 
necessarv  to  remove  more  or  less  of  the  middle  turbinated  bone 

ft 

in   order   to    secure   a  free  passage  for  the    air  through    the 
nostrils. 


*  Holmes'  System  of  Surgery,  Vol.  4. 

'  Richerand  ;  Nosographie  Chirurgicale,  4th  Edit,  tome  IL  p.  156. 
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Occlusion  of  the  nostril  may  occur  as  a  result  of  6niall-iK)X,  as 
in  the  case  of  Brown,  to  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  concretions  in  the  nasal  passages. 

Fracture  of  the  nasal  bones  and  fracture  of  the  nasal  cai*ti- 
laji^  sometimes  pixxluce  more  or  less  occlusion  of  tlie  nostrils, 
either  as  an  innnediate  result  of  the  accident,  or  as  an  effect  of 
the  inflannnation  following.  When  such  a  result  is  to  be  a])- 
prehended,  the  nostrils  may  be  kept  sufficiently  pervious  for 
respimtoiy  purjx)ses  by  the  use  of  metallic  tubes  inserted  into 
them. 

COXGENrrAL   OCCLUSION   OF   TUE   TOSTERIOR   NARES. 

Congenital  occlusion  of  the  i>osterior  nares  is  occasionally 
met  witli.  A  single  instance  of  this  affection  has  come  under 
the  autlior's  pei-sonal  observation.  The  infant  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  suclding  and  in  breathing,  and  was  subject  to  frequent 
BufFocative  paroxysms.  An  opening  was  made  into  the])harynx 
by  boring  through  the  structures  with  a  knife  and  a  steel  probe ; 
and  this  was  kept  open,  and  enlarged  from  time  to  time  by  the 
passage  <'f  tlie  sound,  and  subsecpiently  of  snmll  bits  of  sjwngo 
securely  fastened  to  a  holder.  In  this  way  passages  were  made 
repi*esenting  the  lower  and  middle  meatuses.  The  operation 
was  always  attended  witli  considerable  hemorrhage,  and  was  a 
frightful  one  in  apjxjarance,  fix)m  tlie  struggles  of  the  child,  the 
spattering  of  the  bl<K>d,  and  the  suffocative  spasms  that  it  pro- 
duced. As  s(K>n  as  a  permanent  passage  was  secured,  the  child's 
nutrition  improved  at  once,  and  markedly. 

Dr.  (*arl  Emmert  narrates '  a  case  ui>on  which  he  operated 
with  a  happy  result.  It  was  a  seven-year-old  boy,  who  fn>m 
birth  had  been  unable  to  breathe  thi-ough  the  nose,  and  who 
was  nourished  when  an  infant  only  with  great  difficulty.  He 
was  subject  to  attacks  of  suffocative  par(»xysms  in  his  sleej).  The 
nose  was  well  formed,  but  the  choanie  were  entirely  closed.  Not 
the  slightest  stream  of  air  was  percei)tible  at  the  nostrils.  Mucus 
was  continually  running  from  them,  and  on  wee})ing,  the  dis- 
char<re  was  accom])amed  by  a  streamof  tears.     The  closure  of 

1  (Lehrbuch  cler  Chirurgie,  Stutt^rt,  1853,  Bd.  IL  p.  533.)  Lusohka ;  Der 
Schloiidkopf  der  MexiBchen,  1868,  p.  27. 
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the  ehoana^  was  due  in  this  case,  as  shown  by  a  preliniinarj'  ex- 
amination with  the  sound,  and  as  confinned  during  the  oj>era- 
tion,  to  tlie  presence  of  a  bony  wall  or  i)artition,  covered  on  Ivoth 
Bides  with  nnicous  membrane;  but  it  was  innx)ssible  to  ascertain 
in  what  manner  or  from  which  bones  this  comj)lete  anterior 
wall  of  the  na8o-})haryngeal  space  took  its  origin. 

LuBchka,  in  contimiation  of  the  subject,  narmtes  the  following 
ease  which  occurred  under  his  own  ol)servation :  It  was  a  female 
infant  who  died  shortly  after  birth.  The  bonv  foundatit)n  was 
formed,  on  lK)th  sides,  from  the  i)alate  Ihhic.  The  free  sloping 
border  of  the  normally  sized  horizontal  ])ortion  was  continued  in 
the  form  of  a  thin  com])act  lamella,  which  inclined  somewhat 
outwanls  and  backwards,  and  rose  up  as  high  as  the  inferior 
face  of  the  sjJienoid  bone,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a 
dentated  border.  The  plate  of  bone  rested  with  sharj)  lK>rder 
ujK>n  the  median  side  of  the  internal  lamina*  of  the  wings 
of  the  sphenoid.  In  the  niiddle  line,  where,  in  the  normal 
condition,  the  nasal  s]>ine  arises,  the  lamella  joined  with  that  of 
the  opiK>site  side  ;  while  both,  in  their  further  coui-se  upwards, 
were  sei>arated  by  a  vary  narrow  fissure,  in  which  the  jH)sterior 
border  of  the  rudimentary  vomer  had  its  attachment. 

INFLAMMATION    OF   TUK    SEITIM   NAKIUM.    . 

Inflannnati(»n  of  the  septum  narium  s<mietime6  occurs  as  the 
result  of  injiu'v  or  external  violence.  This  may  lead  to 
the  fornuiti<»n  of  an  abscess.  Inflannnation  and  abscess  also 
occur  independently  of  local  injury.  Thei-e  is  })ain,  heat,  dry- 
ness, and  swelling  of  the  parts,  sometimes  in  sufficient  extent 
to  occlude  the  nostrils  comi)letely.  The  pain  often  extends  to 
the  frc»ntal  sinuses.  The  abscess  nuiy  form  on  either  side  of 
the  septum,  or  on  both  sides.  The  diagnosis  is  easy.  The 
appeamnce  of  a  tumor,  the  sense  of  fluctuation,  and  the  historj- 
of  the  ca<ts  with  more  or  less  manifestation  of  fever,  indicate 
the  natui*e  of  the  affection. 

The  l<K*al  treatment  c<»nsists  in  prompt  incisi(»n  of  the  al>8ce8S 
and  evacuation  of  its  contents.  If  the  parts  do  not  return 
promptly  to  their  natural  ci>ndition,  the  local  use  of  the  mineral 
astriuirents  mav  be  called  for. 


SUBMUCOUS   INFILTKATION    OF   NASAL   SEPTUM.       297 

Chronic  inflainmation  of  the  nose,  especially  in  syphilitic  and 
scrofulous  cases,  not  unfrequently  terminates  in  ulcerative 
destruction  of  more  or  less  of  the  cartilaginous  septum.  There 
may  be  several  perforations,  or  one  large  orifice ;  more  fre- 
quently, perhaps,  the  latter.  Very  often  the  result  of  the 
examination  by  the  surgeon  will  be  the  lii-st  intimation  to  the 
patient  of  the  existence  of  a  perforation.  It  is  met  with  inde- 
pendently of  any  history  of  local  disease  within  the  patient's 
memory.  Some  authors  believe  it  to  be  congenital.  The  pro- 
bability, however,  is,  in  at  least  a  fair  proportion  of  instances, 
that  the  perforation  has  resulted  during  the  coui-se  of  a  syphili- 
tic coryza  in  early  infancy. 

If  the  edges  of  the  perforation  show  any  disposition  to  ulcer- 
ation they  should  be  washed  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
or  some  substitute ;  otherwise  careful  Wiishing  with  wann  water 
or  soap-suds,  conveyed  on  the  end  of  a  soft  rag,  will  remove  the 
inspissated  mucus  which  sometimes  adlieres  to  the  edges,  and 
thus  keep  the  pai-ts  clean  and  comfortable. 

Oj)erations  have  been  performed  for  the  closin*e  of  the  per- 
foration by  plastic  transplantation. 

SUBMUCOCS    INFILTKATION    AT    TUE    SIDES    OF   TUE    VOMER. 

Since  my  attention  has  been  directed  to  rhinoscopy,  I  have 
very  frequently  met  with  a  peculiar  condition  of  parts  in  nasal 
troubles  which,  as  far  as  I  am  aware  of,  has  not  yet  been  speci- 
ally described.  It  consists  in  a  puffy  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  on  the  sides  of  the  posterior  nasal  septinn.  From 
personal  experience,  and  as  the  result  of  convei-sations  with  Dr. 
Elsberg,  of  New  York,  and  others,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  is  a  very  conunon  affection. 

The  symi)toms  are  those  of  an  obstruction  at  the  posterior 
nares,  and  they  ai*e  often  refeiTcd  to  polyps.  On  examination 
with  the  rhinoscope  we  observe  at  each  side  of  the  septum,  and 
confined  to  the  posterior  portion,  a  tumid  mass,  of  a  whitish 
color,  markedly  distinct  from  the  red  color  of  the  adjacent 
mucous  membrane.  The  nuiss  almost  always,  as  I  have  seen  it, 
occupies  the  lower  portion  of  the  septum,  extending  ui)wards  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  sometimes  occupying  the  entire 
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length  of  the  septum.  I  have  never  seen  it  at  the  upper  part, 
with  a  line  of  demarcation  below.  The  affection  is  usually 
synunetrical,  but  often  exists  to  a  greater  extent  ui)on  one  side 
tlian  the  <»ther.  The  masses  are  nmndish,  with  very  convex 
outlines,  and  sometimes  extend  half  way  across  the  ehoanaj,  and 
occasionally  very  close  to  the  outer  margins  of  the  nai'cs,  if  not 
in  contact  with  them.  The  appearance  of  tlie  mass  is  sugges- 
tive of  polyp,  but  it  is  by  no  means  of  this  character.  It 
appeal's  to  be  an  oedematous  protrusion  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane fix)m  an  accunmlation  beneath  it  of  senim  or  serous 
mutriis.  The  tumor  usually  yields  readily  to  the  pressure  of  the 
probe  or  other  instrument,  carried  up  behind  the  palate,  or  in- 
troduced through  the  nostril,  being  soft  and  elastic  to  the  touch. 

This  condition  exists  sometimes,  to  a  verj'  limited  extent,  in 
cases  of  ordinaiy  chronic  conza,  but  the  anlematous  protrusion 
is  slight,  and  apt  to  be  constricted  at  one  or  two  ]X>ints  of  its 
extent ;  a  similar  moderated  degree  of  the  affection  occasion- 
ally attends  cases  of  glandular  enlargement  at  the  vault  of  the 
pharynx. 

The  treatment  of  this  affection  in  my  hands  has  consisted  in 
tearing  away  iH)rtions  of  the  pn)trusions  by  forcej>s  carried  up 
behind  the  palate,  or  introduced  through  the  nostril,  as  the 
case  may  be ;  or  puncturing  them  with  the  laryngeal  lancet, 
the  ojK^mtion  being  perfonned  under  guidance  of  the  rhino- 
scojK?.  Thei-e  is  not  usually  a  great  deal  of  hemorrhage.  After 
the  operation  the  })arts  are  cauterized. 

The  manipulation  is  an  exceedingly  difficult  one  in  many 
instances,  severely  taxing  the  patience  and  ingenuity  of  the 
operator,  as  well  as  the  endurance  and  amiability  of  the  j)atient. 
Mere  puncture  with  the  concealed  lancet  has  not  aflforiled  good 
results  in  my  hands,  though  it  will  unload  the  part  for  the 
time.  The  cicatrization  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  made  by 
tearing  away  the  nnicbus  membrane  enlarges  the  passage  for 
air,  and  is  in  this  way  beneficial. 

The  affection  is  an  obstinate  one,  and  apt  to  recur  again  and 
again. 

I  look  uj)on  the  affection  as  similar,  in  many  respects,  to  the 
protrusions  of  tlie  mucous  membrane  met  with  in  the  anterior 
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nares  and  simiilnti]i<;  polj-p;  only  in  the  latter  coses  the  tninora 
are  red,  and  in  the  foi-nicr  eases  they  arc  white  or  whitish. 

The  nse  of  the  galvano-cautery  would  fonn  an  ajtpropriato 
means  of  destroying  these  protnisiona,  fn)m  the  prtmiptnesa 
with  which  it  acts,  as  it  is  hard  for  patientj)  to  Lear  contact 
with  these  parts  for  more  than  a  second  or  two,  hnt  from  want 
of  a  skilled  assistant,  and  tlie  amoinit  of  tn:itil>ie  rc(piircd  in  its 
Tise  in  cases  of  this  kind,  I  have  not  resorted  to  it,  though  fre- 
quently tempted  to  do  so. 

Figs.  56  and  37  from  two  of  my  cases  will  acne  to  illustrate 
the  nature  of  this  affe<^ti"n.     The  tumid  swellings  are  easily 

FIk,  M.  Fig.  B7. 


Niwd  Srptum. 

recognize<l   each  side  of  the  septum,  where  they  cut  off  the 
"views  of  the  tiu-binated  hones. 

Fig.  38  represents  a  murkcil  case  of  this  affeotion  in  the 
person  of  a  medical  gentleman  under  my  care  at  tlie  moment 
of  writing.  The  view  i-eprcsenta  a 
promhient  view  of  the  left  side  of 
the  pi larj-ngu- nasal  region,  i-epresent- 
ing  tlie  phorj'ngeal  end  of  the  Eus- 
taehian  tube  of  that  side  and  its 
orifice,  and  a  deep  indentation  or 
groove  marking  the  boundary  line 
between  the  vault  of  the  pharynx 
and  the  nasal  portions.  This  sj>ace 
and  the  fossa  of  Roscnmfillcr  below 
it  was  bridged  hy  numerous  bands 
of  adhesions.  A  tiortion  of  the 
(edematuus  membrane  of   the  left  side  was   pulled  off  with 
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angular  forceps  passed  behind  the  soft  palate,  and  the  mass  ot 
jelly-like  consistence  carried  by  the  gentleman  to  Dr.  J.  Gibl>on8 
Hunt,  a  diiitinguished  microscopist  of  Philadelphia,  who  discov- 
ered in  it  abundant  evidence  of  the  vegetable  fungus  myceliii.n, 
and  advised  the  local  use  of  carlxJic  acid  for  its  destruction. 
The  application  has  been  made  two  or  three  times,  but  so  far 
w-ithout  effect. 


TUMORS    OF   TUE    SEPTUM. 

Tumors  of  various  kinds  occasionally  appear  in  the  septum. 
These  may  be  mere  ecchvmoses,  the  result  of  blows,  which 
appear  as  tumid  swellings,  sometimes  on  one  side,  sometimes 
on  both.  Their  prompt  ai)pearance  and  the  history  of  violence 
will  serve  to  intimate  their  true  nature.  Thev  usuallv  subside 
spontaneously  by  absorption  of  the  effused  blood.  If  this  does 
not  take  place,  their  c(»n tents  should  be  evacuated  by  incision, 
otherwise  they  may  pn)voke  inflammation  and  abscess. 

Colloid  tumors  are  said  to  occur  oc»casionally  hi  this  situation. 
The  treatment  would  consist  in  evacuation  of  the  sac  bv  ex- 
cision,  and  local  medication  of  its  remains  so  as  to  excite 
adhesive  inflammation. 

Cartilaginous  tumors  are  said  to  grow  occasionally  on  the 
septum,  and  usually  require  external  division  of  the  nose  for 
their  removal.  The  cartilaginous  hypertrophy  of  the  septum 
sometimes  encountered,  is  spoken  of  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  deviations  of  the  septum. 

Fractures  of  the  nasal  septum  occasionally  occur,  and,  when 
comminuted,  may  obstruct  the  nostril  to  a  considerable  degree. 
Prof.  Gi*oss  *  mentions  a  case  brought  to  him  four  months  after 
the  septum  had  been  broken  into  several  pieces,  in  which  there 
Mas  encroachment  upni  the  left  nostril  to  such  an  extent,  as  to 
cause  almost  complete  obstniction  t4>  respiration  on  that  side. 
In  order  to  afford  relief  he  was  comj)elled  to  cut  away  the 
whole  of  the  offending  ])art. 

'  System  of  Smgeiy. 
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DEVIATIONS    OF    SEITU^I    FROM    MIDDLE   LINE. 

A  sub-periosteal  resecjtion  of  the  nasal  septum  for  the  remedy 
of  deviation  has  ])een  resorted  to  by  M.  Chassaignac*  A  cur- 
vilinear incision  is  made  in  the  antero-posterior  direction  low 
down  into  the  raucous  membrane,  and  this  flap  is  separated  from 
the  cartilage  by  means  of  a  spatula,  and  then  turned  over.  Sev- 
eral slices  are  then  cut  from  the  cartilage  until  a  point  has  been 
reached  wliich  admits  of  its  being  readily  pushed  over  to  tlie 
middle  line.  The  flap  of  mucous  membmne  is  now  replaced, 
and  the  parts  are  retained  in  their  new  position  by  a  bit  of 
sponge  inserted  into  the  nostril. 

Tlie  unpleasant  symptoms  of  this  aflFection  are  sometimes 
relieved  by  cutting  out  a  piece  of  the  septum,  and  thus  estab- 
lishing a  communication  between  the  two  passages. 

Other  surgeons  have  di\dded  the  nose  in  the  middle  line  and 
resected  the  septum. 

A  few  years  ago  I  saw  Prof.  Pancoast  relieve  a  case  of  this 
kind,  attended  by  defonnity  of  the  organ  to  one  side,  in  which 
the  deviation  liad  been  acquired  by  blowing  the  nose  by  the  aid 
of  the  finger  and  thumb.  The  nostrils  were  tamponed  ante- 
riorly and  i>osteriorly ;  and  the  cartilaginous  portion  of  the 
septum  separated  fn)m  the  bony  portion  by  subcutaneous 
division  with  a  tenotome.  The  organ  was  then  forcibly  pulled 
to  the  opfK^site  side,  and  mahitained  in  position  by  adhesive 
strips. 

Much  can  be  done  in  some  instances  by  inserting  metallic 
tubes  in  tlie  nostrils  and  exercising  dilatation  and  gentle  com- 
pression in  this  way.  The  use  of  the  compressed  8i)onge,  or  of 
the  tubes  of  laminaria,  as  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  thickening  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  will  often 
succeed  eventually  in  overcoming  a  deviation  of  the  septum, 
without  any  necessity  for  a  resort  to  the  knife. 

FOREIGN   BODIES   IN   THE   NOSTRILS. 

Children  very  often  insert  foreign  bodies,  such  as  peas,  ])eans, 
small  stones,  etc.,  into  the  nasal  passages,  which,  if  discovered, 

>  0<u.  Ilebd.y  June  11,  1869,  p.  380. 
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or  acknowledged  by  the  child,  are  very  readily  removed. 
Sometimes  they  are  forgotten  and  remain  impacted  for  years, 
keeping  up  well  into  adult  life  an  irritating  and  often  offensive 
discharge,  which  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  nasal  catarrh  of 
scrofulous  origin,  or  to  ozajna.  The  foi-eign  body  becomes 
incrusted  with  calcareous  matter,  and  sometimes  forms  the 
nucleus  for  a  veritable  calculus ;  and  may  eventually  pjxxluce 
neci^osis  of  one  or  more  of  the  turbinated  bones,  necessitating 
their  removal,  at  which  time  the  cause  of  the  life-long  discharge 
is  discovered  to  have  been  the  presence  of  an  impacted  foreign 
body,  nnsuspected  or  long  forgotten. 

Strict  inquir}^  as  to  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  should 
always  be  instituted  in  every  case  of  offensive  discharge  fn>m 
the  nostrils  ;  and  the  word  of  the  patient  or  friends  should  not 
be  depended  upon.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  medical  attendant  to 
wash  the  parts  thoroughly,  and  then  examine  them  carefully  by 
a  good  light,  both  by  inspection  of  the  nostrils  anteriorly,  and, 
where  practicable,  i>osteriorly,  in  the  rhinoscopic  mirror. 

A  foi-eign  body  is  rarely  intixxluced  into  the  nostrils  of  tlie 
adult  except  by  accident,  the  exceptions  being  confined  to 
patients  with  hysteria,  or  insanity. 

Usually,  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  nostril  pro- 
duces inflannnatory  action,  dependent  a  giXKl  deal  upon  the 
shape  of  the  body  and  the  character  of  its  edges.  If  it  be 
sharp,  spiculated,  or  iri*egular,  the  irritation  will  be  much  more 
than  when  it  is  smooth  in  contour.  This  inflammation  will  re- 
sult in  the  production  of  a  catarrh  which  will  be  likely  to  take 
on  the  api)earance  of  a  chronic  coryza,  with  the  copious  secre- 
tion of  pus ;  while,  if  the  foreign  body  be  of  a  large  size  com- 
pamtively,  or  be  of  such  a  character  as,  to  become  swollen  at 
the  place  of  impaction,  tlie  nose  will  become  distended  out  of  its 
normal  shape,  and  the  pain  and  other  local  symptoms  will 
increase  in  severity.  Sometimes  ulceration  will  be  set  up  in 
the  parts  against  which  the  foreign  body  is  lodged,  and  this 
will  com2>licate  the  condition  of  things. 

When  foreign  bodies  remain  a  long  time  in  the  nasal  cavities, 
they  are  apt  to  become  incrusted  with  the  saline  poi-tions  of  the 
serum  which  is  secreted  in  consequence  of  the  irritation  they 
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produce,  and  in  this  way  form  the  rhinoliths  or  nasal  calculi 
sometimes  found  in  this  region.  These  may  be  very  small,  or 
increase  by  accretion  to  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut  or  larger. 
Sometimes  they  are  discharged  spontaneously,  but  usually  have 
to  be  extracted  by  surgical  procedure,  generally  with  the  forceps. 
Their  presence  is  usually  detected  by  the  probe,  though  some- 
times they  are  exposed  to  inspection  on  distending  the  nostril. 

Occasionally  the  foreign  body  is  an  insect  which  has  crawled 
into  the  nostrils  from  without ;  a  leech ;  or  a  human  parasitic 
worm  which  has  crawled  into  the  jjosterior  nares  from  the 
stomach.  In  cases  of  the  latter  kind,  the  parasites,  usually 
ascarides,  may  crawl  into  the  frontal  sinus,  producing  intense 
headache  and  leading  to  delirium,  which  may  end  fatally.  The 
older  physicians  used  to  attribute  bad  cases  of  oza^na  attended 
with  severe  pain  in  the  frontal  region  to  the  presence  of  in- 
sects or  their  lar\'8e  in  this  situation. 

The  treatment  for  a  foreign  body  in  the  nostril  should  be 
directed  to  its  removal  at  the  earliest  moment.  In  some  instances 
it  can  be  dislodged  by  exciting  the  act  of  sneezing  by  the  use  of 
snuff,  or  by  tickling  the  nnicous  membrane  with  a  feather.  The 
injection  of  a  strong  stream  of  water  through  the  nostril  from 
behind  for^vard8  by  means  of  the  posterior  nasal  syringe,  or  the 
douche  of  Tlnulichum  passed  from  the  sound  nostril,  will  some- 
times succeed  in  driving  the  foreign  body  out  the  road  it  entered. 
If  the  nasal  douche  he  employed  for  this  purpose,  the  reservoir 
should  be  placed  very  high,  so  as  to  lend  as  much  force  as  possible 
to  the  current.  Curved  bougies  or  catheters  may  be  piossed 
from  behind  forwards,  in  the  hope  of  getting  in  the  rear  of  the 
olwtacle  and  pushing  it  towards  the  exterior.  Where  the  foreign 
body  is  impacted,  and  tliere  is  danger  of  pushing  it  farther  on 
by  the  use  of  instruments  inserted  into  the  nostrils,  attempts 
should  be  made  in  the  manner  indicated  to  push  it  out  forwards 
from  behind.  This  is  a  much  better  plan  than  the  opjxwite 
one  sometimes  employed,  an  endeavor  to  push  the  body  on  into 
the  pharjnix  and  then  extract  it  through  the  mouth. 

Unless  the  foreign  body  be  favorably  situated  and  of  suitable 
shape,  the  forceps  should  not  be  used  to  extract  it,  on  account 
of  the  danger  of  impacting  it  more  firmly.     Tliis  is  particularly 
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tlic  case  with  bodies  of  n^iinded  or  smooth  contour,  such  as 
beans,  peas,  beads,  and  the  h'ke.  A  much  better  plan  is  to  at- 
tempt to  pass  a  slender  hook  behind  the  Ixxly,  and  draw  it  for- 
ward;  for  which  purpose  tlie  little  rectangular  h(X)k,  or  the 

screw  devised  bv  Prof.  Gross  for  the  removal 
of  foreign  bcnlies,  and  which  is  attac'hed  to  the 
ear-sc(K)p  furnished  in  the  pocket-case  kno>vn 
as  *^Gn>ss's  p(x*ket-case,"  is  a  most  adminible 
instrument ;  for  there  is  almost  alwavs  room 
enough  to  pass  so  slender  a  body  between  the 
obstacle  and  the  wall  of  the  nostril. 

In  cases  of  the  presence  of  parasites  in  the 
nasal  cavities,  it  has  been  proposed  to  kill 
them  by  the  injection  of  vaiK)rs  of  alcohol, 
turpentine,  etc. ;  or  by  the  injection  of  venni- 
fuges,  such  as  are  employed  to  kill  worms  in 
the  intestines.  These  parasites  have  been 
known  to  j>enetrate  into  the  fixnital  sinuses; 
an<l  in  one  instance,  alluded  to  by  Trelat,*  to 
have  necessitated  trepanning  the  sinus,  in 
order  to  be  able  to  extract  them. 

otoea's  inrtnimcnte  for       Dr.    C.   Coqucrel    reported'  five  cases  in 
removal   of  forviga  wliicli   tlic   larvfli    of    diptcHi   iu   the    nasal 

bodie*  from  the  nose.  in  i        .  t  1        • 

passages  and  irontai  smuses  produced  vio- 
lent symptoms,  followed  by  death  in  thi-ee  of  the  cases.  In 
most  of  the  cases,  sevenil  hundred  larva;  were  evacuated  bv 
ulceration  and  necrosis  of  parts  investing  the  cavities.  These 
cases  (KMjurred  at  the  convict  hospital  at  Cayenne;  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  larvie  were  the  issue  of  eggs  deposited  in  the 
nasal  fossa)  by  a  peculiar  fly,  and  were  not  parasites.  In  the 
original  article  Dr.  Cocpierel  quotes  several  analogr»u3  cases 
from  autliors  who  had  observed  similar  occurrences  in  Europe. 
A  somewhat  similar  case  was  communicated  many  years  ago 
to  the  Philomathic  Society,  by  M.  Jules  Clocpiet.* 

»  OazHte  Ilebd.,  1867,  No.  51,  p.  814. 

» {Arch,  Oen.  de  Med.,  May,  1868;  DHL  and  For,  M^L-Chir,  Rev,,  Oct., 
1858);  Anu  Jour.  Med,  Scl,  Jan.,  1850,  p.  255. 
*Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  May,  1828,  p.  228, 
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In  cases  of  foreign  bodies  of  long  standing,  where  the  usual 
means  of  extraction  have  proved  unsuccessful,  or  are  unavail- 
able, it  has  become  necessary  to  seek  the  foreign  body  tlirough 
an  external  incision ;  to  which  end  Vidal  has  recommended 
division  of  the  wing  of  the  nose,  and  Dieffenbach  its  division 
in  the  middle  line. 

In  cases  of  foreign  bodies  impacted  in  the  frontal  sinuses,  it 
has  been  proposed  to  divide  the  nose  at  its  root,  and  turn  it  over 
upon  the  face ;  an  operation  which  has  also  been  recommended 
for  obtaining  access  to  tumors  in  the  same  situation. 

CALCAREOUS   ACCRETIONS   IN   THE   NASAL   FOSSJE. 

Calculi,  as  already  mentioned,  are  occasionally  met  with  in 
the  nasal  fossae ;  their  origin  being  usually  due  to  some  foreign 
body  of  suitable  size  and  consistence,  which  has  been  forced  up 
tlie  nose  in  childhood,  and  eventually  been  converted  into 
a  nucleus  for  the  deposit  of  calcareous  matters.  In  other  cases 
they  have  been  found  to  be  due  to  a  deposit  of  the  inspissated 
mucus,  or  sanguinolent  secretions  from  the  inflamed  mucous 
membrane.  Such  accretions  are  knowTi  as  rhinoliths.  They 
are  generally  movable,  and  readily  broken  into  fragments,  being 
comj)osed,  according  to  Demarquay,*  of  phosphates  of  lime 
and  magnesia,  chloride  of  sodium,  and  carbonate  of  lime,  mag- 
nesia, and  soda. 

Sometimes  they  are  found  without  any  apparent  cause  what- 
ever ;  and  their  appearance  is  attributed  to  the  gouty  diathesis, 
in  the  same  way  as  is  the  appearance  of  gouty  concretions  some- 
times observed  in  the  membrana  tympani. 

These  rhinoliths  varv  in  size,  from  that  of  a  small  bead  to 
that  of  a  hazel-nut ;  and  they  may  obstruct  the  nasal  passage 
completely,  pressing  the  septum  before  tliem  so  as  to  encroach 
upon  the  caliber  of  the  other  nostril.  They  give  rise  to  the 
ordinary  symptoms  of  obstruction  and  imtation,  w^ith  frontal 
or  nasal  pain,  constant  or  intermittent ;  and  may  induce  severe 
inflammation,  w^th  a  copious  muco-purulent  discharge.     Some- 


*  M^moires  sor  lea  calcols  nasaux.     Archives  GerUrales  de  Mtdedne^  4  Ser« 
Vol  viii,  p.  174,  June,  1845. 
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times  small  concretions  are  discharged  into  the  handkerchief, 
at  once  indicating  the  nature  of  the  affection.  Examination  by 
the  speculum  anteriorly  and  by  the  rhinoscope  posteriorly 
will  sometimes  lead  to  their  detection.  In  other  instances  they 
are  recognized  by  the  touch  on  careful  exploration  of  the  walls 
of  the  cavitv  and  the  surface  of  the  turbinated  bones  with  the 
probe.  Care  must  be  taken  against  mistaking  them  for  ex- 
posed bone.  Before  commencing  the  exploration  it  will  be 
advisable  to  wash  away  the  secretions  of  the  parts  as  thoroughly 
as  may  be,  by  means  of  the  syringe  applied  posteriorly  as  well 
as  anteriorly.  Perhaps,  with  a  view  to  detachment,  it  will  be 
better  to  begin  the  cleansing  process  with  the  posterior  nasal 
syringe. 

The  treatment  consists  in  removal  of  the  concretions,  an 
opemtion  which  must  often  present  some  difficulty.  "Where 
they  are  quite  accessible,  delicate  polyp  forceps  can  be  em- 
ployed. Mr.  Durham,  in  Holmes*  Surgery^  suggests  delicate 
forceps  with  separate  blades,  similar  to  midwifery  forceps. 
Wliere  the  calculus  is  large  and  apt  to  injure  the  soft  pails  in 
its  removal  it  might  in  some  instances  be  crushed,  in  order  to 
facilitate  extraction  ;  and  the  debris  could  be  washed  out  fi-om 
behind  by  a  stream  of  water  from  the  posterior  nasal  syringe, 
or  from  a  nasal  douche  entering  by  the  opposite  nostril.  In 
some  instances  a  knife  might  be  passed  under  the  edge  of  the 
calculus  a  short  distance  into  the  soft  parts,  and  the  calculus  be 
then  pried  out  in  part  by  a  blunt  instrument. 

Occasionally  the  concretion  may  be  pent  up,  in  consequence 
of  adhesion  of  the  nostrils ;  as  occurred  in  a  case  reix)rted  by 
Wm.  II.  Brown,*  in  a  patient  whose  nostrils  were  closed  by 
cicatricial  tissue,  the  result  of  small-pox  in  childhood.  An  in- 
cision through  the  occluding  membrane  enabled  him  without 
difficulty  to  extract  the  stone,  which  weighed  three  drachms 
and  thirty-three  grains. 

Sometimes  the  presence  of  these  concretions  keeps  up  local 
Buffering  for  years.  A  very  curious  case  of  periodical  hemi- 
crania,  tenninating  by  the  evacuation  of  a  nasal  calculus,  has 

>  Edin.  Med,  Jour,    Vol  v.,  p.  50. 
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been  recorded  by  Dr.  Axmann.'  A  female,  aged  iifteen,  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  region  of  tlie  left  frontal  sinus,  extend- 
ing to  the  same  side  of  the  head.  It  returned  daily  at  10  a.m., 
and  lasted  until  5  p.m.  Sometimes  the  pain  was  excessive, 
aflFecting  the  left  side  of  the  face,  and  inducing  tumefaction 
around  the  eye ;  and  during  the  paroxysms  there  were  nausea 
and  vomiting.  The  left  nostril  was  dry.  She  married  at  twen- 
ty-one and  bore  children  during  fifteen  years,  and  with  slight 
exception  was  comparatively  well.  Three  years  after  her  last 
delivery  the  headache  returned  with  violence;  and  she  was 
under  treatment  for  two  years,  when,  under  the  influence  of  a 
pinch  of  snuflF,  a  calculus,  the  size  of  a  bean,  escaped  from  the 
left  nostril.  During  the  following  year  she  passed  several  cal- 
culi under  the  influence  of  sternutatories,  and  the  eflFect  was 
followed  by  a  discharge  of  fetid  pus ;  since  which  time  the  wo- 
man had  remained  perfectly  well. 

TUMORS    IN   THE    NASAL   PASSAGES. 

Tumors  are  frequently  met  with  in  the  nasal  passages  and 
their  communicating  cavities.  They  have  their  origin,  usually, 
in  the  mucous  membrane,  but  are  occasionally  connected  with 
the  periosteum  or  perichondrium. 

The  most  frequent  variety  of  tumor  encountered  in  this  situ- 
ation is  that  of  the  polyp,  which  presents  itself  in  the  fonn  of  a 
roundish  or  elongated  body,  usually  pedunculated,  but  some- 
times attached  by  a  broad  base,  and  varying  in  size  from  that 
of  a  small  bean  to  a  size  large  enough  to  distend  the  nose 
out  of  shape,  and  obstruct  the  respiration  through  the  organ 
completely.  There  are  several  varieties  of  polyp,  the  most  fre- 
quent of  which  is  the  mucous  or  gelatinous  polyp,  which  springs 
from  the  mucous  membrane,  originating  in  an  enlargement  of 
the  acinous  glands,  with  which  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  is 
so  richly  provided.  As  the  gland  enlarges,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane covering  it  becomes  hypertrophied  and  elongated,  which, 
with  its  contents,  constitutes   the  polyp.      It  is  of  a  whitish 

»  {Ileiddberg  KUn.  Annalen;  Arch.  Gen,,  May,  1829) ;  Am.  Jour.  Med.  JSoi. 
Vol  v.,  p.  204. 
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color,  and  of  soft  confiEteiice ;    its  ai>pearaiiee  is   not  unlike 
that  of  an  oyster,  to  which  it  lias  been  aptly  cunipared.     It  is 
_   ^  neually   pedunculated,    of    an    ir- 

regular pyrifonn  sliftpe,  with 
smooth  surface,  and  usually  hangs 
downwards  into  the  nostril,  or 
hack  wards  out  of  the  j>osterior 
nares;  the  former  much  more 
fre<picntly.  Stimetiines  it  is  im- 
pacted ill  the  free  space  of  the 
naHil  cavity.  The  jKiiiit  <.if  origin 
is  usually  the  sniwrior  turbinated 
hone,  though  it  may  arise  from 
the  otlier  turbinated  Imjiics.  It  is 
Eometimes  eolitar;-,  hut  much  more  frequently  multiple ; 
and,  occasionally,  immense  masses  come  into  view  after  the 
removal  of  a  lai^  I'*''.'*'!* — mai*es  which,  when  removed, 
seem  to  occni>y  niucli  iiKire  space  than  that  of  the  cavi- 
ties ill  which  they  grew.  On  acfMunt  of  their  soft  consistence, 
these  smaller  polyps  become  closely  j)acked  in  the  recesses  of 
the  nasal  cavities,  never  having  had  nKim  to  exi>aiKl  until  the 
removal  of  other  masfieswliich  had  been  compressing  thom. 

This  form  of  pt>lyp  swells  in  damp  weather,  on  account  of  the 
hygronietric  nature  of  ita  contents. 

These  i>olyps  are  usually  i)n)iluced  as  a  result  ()f  chronic 
coryza ;  "  from  the  simi)lc  hyiieqjlasia  of  wliich,"  says  VirtOiow, 
"  lM)lypi  take  their  origin ;  which,  at  a  later  period,  may  become 
the  seat  of  veritable  cancer." 

A  much  les.s  frequent  variety  of  the  polyp  is  the  filtniid  or 
fibrous  polyp,  a  growth  of  much  firmer  consistemre ;  taking  its 
origin  not  fi-om  the  mucous  memhrane,  but  ftxnn  tlie  connective 
tissue  beneath  it,  or  even  f  n  >m  the  perichondrium  or  periosteum, 
as  tlie  case  may  be.  It  is  iisnally  single,  and  attached  by  a 
broad  base,  though  often  met  with  a  small  pedicle.  It  accpiires 
a  larger  bulk  than  the  gelatiimid  jwlyp,  is  of  imich  firmer  con- 
sistence, and  red  in  color,  like  the  color  of  the  surnniiidiiig  mu- 
cous membrane.  When  not  removed  it  is  lialile  to  grow  in 
every  direction,  protruding  backwards  into  the  pliai-yiix,  and 


TUMORS   IN   THE    NASAL   PASSAGES*  309 

insinuating  itself  by  prolongations  into  the  sinuses  communicat- 
ing with  the  nose,  so  as  to  produce  that  species  of  deformity 
which  has  l)een  tenned  "  frog- face."  Sometimes  it  forms  con- 
nections with  the  base  of  tJie  skull,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
naso-pharyngeal  polyp,  and  on  this  account  subjecjts  the  patient 
to  consequences  of  the  most  serious  nature,  from  the  effects  of 
an  operation  for  its  removal. 

A  form  of  polyp  denominated  granular  is  also  occasionally 
found  in  the  nasal  cavity.  This  glandular  polyp,  also,  occa- 
sionally takes  similar  connections,  and  renders  its  possessor 
liable  to  serious  accident  as  a  result  of  operation. 

A  remarkable  case  of  this  kind  occurred  in  the  service  of  M. 
Demarquay,*  in  wliich  a  physician  seventy-four  yeai-s  old  had 
suffered,  for  four  years  previously,  with  an  abscess  of  the  frontal 
sinus,  which  was  cured  by  trepanning  the  anterior  wall  of  the 
sinus.  In  September.  1868,  Demarquay  extirpated  a  nasal  polyp, 
the  opemtion  ])eing  followed  in  three  days  by  erysipelas  of  the 
face,  which  pui*sued  its  usual  coui-se,  and  in  a  few  days  the 
patient  returned  home  well.  In  January,  1869,  he  returned,  on 
account  of  an  affection  of  the  right  nostril ;  and  Demarquay 
removed  a  polyp  the  size  of  a  walnut,  and  grayish-white  in 
color.  On  the  seventh  day  erysipelas  again  set  in,  but 
passed  off  without  any  unpleasant  result.  On  March  23  the 
patient  returned  with  a  fresh  polyp,  which,  on  examination, 
was  found  to  fill  up  the  choance.  April  2,  Demarquay  extracted 
it  with  polypus-forceps,  and  cauterized  the  nasal  mucous  mem- 
brane with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver.  In  the  evening  the 
patient  complained  of  severe  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  head, 
for  the  relief  of  which  a  hypodermic  injection  of  .01  gramme  of 
morphia  was  usecT,  which  was  followed  by  marked  symptoms  of 
poisoning  by  morphia.  This  promptly  subsided.  April  16,  there 
suddenly  ensued  paralysis  of  the  lower  eyelid  of  the  right  side, 
and  of  the  muscles  of  the  globe,  the  pupil  being  dilated  and 
not  reacting  to  stimulus,  a  condition  of  diplopia  existing.  The 
patient  died  in  about  a  week. 

The  extirpated  polyp  was  found  to  consist  of  a  firm  connec- 


1  Le  Mouvement  Medicale,  1869,  19,  p.  221. 
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tive-tissue  stroma,  which  contained,  in  its  outer  circumference, 
Bpaces  covered  with  cylindrical  epithelium,  showing  that  it  was 
an  outgrowth  from  the  glands  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

At  the  autoj^sy  tlie  brain  was  found  healthy ;  the  meninges 
of  the  right  side  were  richly  supplied  with  blood ;  the  arte- 
ries at  the  base  of  the  cranium  had  undergone  atheromatous 
degeneration.  Several  points  of  pus  on  the  sella  turcica  had 
proceeded  from  the  bone,  which  was  carious  and  readily  j)er- 
mitted  penetration  by  a  probe.  One  of  the  r(K)ts  of  the  p<^>lj'p 
was  inserted  into  this  bone.  The  sinus  cavernosus  was  filled 
with  pus.  The  roots  of  the  polyp  stretched  to  the  smallest  an- 
fractuosities  of  the  nasal  passages,  and  into  the  maxillary  sinus; 
these  cavities  being  bathed  with  a  mixture  of  nnicus  and  pus, 
as  were  also  the  frontal  sinuses,  ethmoid  cells,  and  the  surface 
of  the  cril)riform  plate. 

A  ix>lyp  may  become  incnisted  with  calcareous  deposits,  and 
thus  give  rise  to  the  incorrect  diagnosis  of  an  osseous  tumor. 

"When  a  polyp  is  deeply  situated,  and  cannot  be  exposed  even 
by  means  of  a  strong  light  thix)wn  into  the  dilated  anterior 
nares,  we  can  sometimes  thrust  it  forward  by  the  finger,  passed 
undenieath  and  behind  tlie  palate  into  the  posterior  nasal 
fossaj ;  and,  sliould  this  fail,  we  may  resort  to  the  expedient 
adopted  by  M.  Edouard  Fournie,*  who,  in  a  case  of  mucous 
polyp  of  this  kind,  introduced  the  sound  of  Bellocq,  and,  attach- 
ing to  it  a  pledget  of  charpie,  was  enabled  to  force  the  lX)lyp 
forwards,  so  as  to  operate  ujxjn  it  hi  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Usually,  however,  by  dilating  tlie  walls  of  the  nostril  with 
one  of  the  instruments  mentioned  in  the  article  on  examination  of 
the  nasal  cavities,  the  existence  of  a  polyp  can  be  readily  det-ected. 

The  mucous  or  gelatinoid  lK>lyp  is  sometimes  amenable  to 
tlie  txjpical  inttuence  of  astringents;  but,  as  a  rule,  forcible  ex- 
traction is  required. 

Various  remedies  are  reported  as  capable,  under  favorable  cir- 
cumstances, of  destroying  a  ix)lyp  of  this  kind,  or  inducing  its  ab- 
sorption.    Thus,  we  have  an  instance  recorded*  of  cures  by  the 

»  Oazette  des  IL'rpit^vx,  1862,  Oct.  11. 

*  {Mediz.  Chirurg.  Zeitg.     London  Med.  and Phys.  Jour.,   Jan.,  1828);  Am, 
Jour.  Med.  Science,  vol.  ii,  p.  219. 
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Baffroniz^d  tincture  of  opium  (Prussian  pharmacopoeia),  which, 
according  to  Dr.  Primus,  of  Babenhausen,  possesses  the  property 
of  gradually  destroying  nasal  polypi.  A  (iure  is  reported, 
among  others  alluded  to,  as  occurring  in  a  case  of  polyp  in  each 
nostril,  in  a  man  forty-six  yeai-s  of  age.  The  tincture  was  ap- 
plied, by  means  of  a  hair-pencil  or  a  roll  of  lint,  to  the  bases 
of  the  growth,  several  times  a  day.  In  eight  days  the  tumors 
had  assumed  a  paler  appearance,  and  lost  a  little  in  volume.  A 
serous  discharge  from  the  nose,  which  had  existed  for  a  long 
time,  had  diminished,  and  the  pituitary  membrane  had  acquired 
a  more  lively  tint,  as  if  in  a  sub-inflammatory  state.  The  ap- 
plication was  persisted  in,  the  tumors  continued  to  decrease,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  weeks  had  disappeared  entirely. 

Dr.  Bryant*  extols  the  insufflation  of  pulverized  tannin  to 
destroy  these  polyps,  or  to  modify  the  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  has  thus  obtained  permanent  cures.  Six  cases 
are  reported,  in  two  of  which  the  cure  had  been  permanent 
at  the  end  of  one  and  three  years,  respectively.  The  other 
cases  were  more  recent,  and  in  each  one  of  them  several 
operations  had  already  been  performed  for  the  extraction  of 
polyps.  The  duration  of  treatment  varied  from  ten  days  to  a 
montli.     Of  late  w^e  have  heard  little  of  this  remedy. 

Removal  of  Nasal  Polyps. — The  ordinarj^  method  of  re- 
moving a  pediculated  polyp  from  the  nose  is  by  means  of  torsion 
with  the  forceps.  A  slender  pair  of  polypns-forceps,  slightly 
cuned,  with  fenestrated  and  serrated  blades,  much  used  in  this 
countrj^,  is  depicted  in  Fig.  61. 

The  patient  being  placed  so  that  a  strong  light  illumines  the 
nostrils,  with  the  head  supported  if  desired,  the  nostrils  are 
dilated  by  turning  np  the  tip  of  the  nose,  or  by  introducing  a 
nostril-dilator.  The  forceps  are  then  passed  up  as  high  as  the 
pedicle  of  the  growth,  which  is  then  firmly  grasped  by  the 
blades,  when  the  instrument  is  turned  round  and  round  on  its 
axis  until  the  tumor  is  detached.     Sometimes  a  portion  only  of 


>  (Lancet,  Feb.  23  and  Aug.  24,  1867) ;  Gat.  Uthd.,  Oct  11,  1867,  p.  658. 
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tlie  gniwtli  eouics  away  in  tlie  iiistnimeiit,  and  ita  reiiitroduc- 

tioii  is  ro<]iiired  to  detach  tlie  reinaindei'.     If  several  tumors 

ai-e  prei^eiit  they  ehotild  all  be  removed,  if  pos- 

sible,  one  after  tlie  other,  rather  than  to  wait  for  a 

ml        tiiilisc'i^iiioiit  uceasioii.   If  the  bleeding  which  occurs 

m/         olisti-iR-ts  tlie  view,  the  parte  are  washed  out  by  the 

syringe,  if  the  patient  caiitiot  discharge  the  bkiod 

nnd  II11ICU!)  by  blowing  the  nose.     Tlie  bleeding  is 

not  usually  ]irofnsc,  bnt,  if  it  cannot  readily  be 

I'ei^trained    by   aetriitgents,   tlie   nostrils   can   be 

plugged  with  the  tain{>un. 

Tliis  process  of  twisting  is  painful,  and  though 
not  as  apt  to  injure  the  mucous  incinhrane,  or  tear 
off  a  i)ortinn  of  the  turbinated  Imuo,  ae  where  the 
|KiIyp  is  forcibly  pulli-d  from  ire  attaclnueuts,  this 
ace i lion t  occasionally  occurs.  It  may  he  avoided  by 
[uissing  a  wire  snare  over  the  iK)lyp,  and  eutting 
thnjugh  the  pedicle  by  drawing  the  lix>p  home 
intc)  the  eanuln.  or  ])ei-forated  rod,  through  whiuh 
it  has  been  passcil.  The  instrument  for  this 
|niri>o8e  is  similar  to  that  used  for  removal  of 
mA  ^^  anral  and  laryngeal  ]xilyi».  The  difficult  ])oiut 
I  11'"  '^'*'  oi>cration  exists  in  snaring  the  [xdyp  in  the 
«  f\.^  fii'st  instance,  and  then  in  guiding  the  wire  to  the 
iviiTun'o^n*  '""^  "*  *'"^  l>«licle;  but  it  can  often  he  accom- 
plished. 
■Wlieii  tlie  tumor  is  deeply  situated,  or  hangs  io<»e  l>cliind  the 
{)alnto,  it  niny  be  encircled  by  passing  a  long  wire,  doubled  into 
a  loop,  through  the  nostril  into  the  mouth.  The  ends  of  tho 
wire  being  held  by  an  assistant,  or  by  the  patient  himself  if  the 
oiK'rator  is  unassisted,  the  finger  is  then  carried  behind  the 
palate,  aikd  the  hxip  drawn  out  in  front  of  the  p<^'lyp,  after 
which  it  is  piislied  behind  tlie  mass  so  as  to  encircle  it,  and,  aa 
the  wire  is  drawn  out  of  the  nostrils  again,  the  loop  is  puslied 
up  behind  the  jx^lyp  as  far  as  possible.  As  soon  as  it  is  firudy 
in  contact  with  the  pedicle,  the  outer  ends  of  the  wire  are 
passed  tlirougli  tho  rings,  or  orifices,  of  a  suitable  canula,  and 
attached  to  a  sliding  rod  upon  its  handle.     This  is  then  drawn 


TUMORS   IN   THE   NASAL   PASSAGES.  313 

home  and  the  pedicle  severed.  Care  must  be  taken,  by  keep- 
ing the  finger  upon  tlie  polyp,  to  prevent  it  from  falling  down 
upon  the  larynx,  or  into  it.  Some  operators  pass  a  thread 
through  the  ix)lyp  by  which  to  draw  it  out  through  the  mouth. 

Another  metliod  employed  is  to  pass  the  ends  of  tlie  wire 
through  a  double  canula,  and  merely  to  strangulate  the  tumor 
without  attempting  to  cut  it  off.  The  ends  of  the  wire  are 
fastened  round  little  rings  at  the  end  of  the  canula,  and  tight- 
ened from  day  to  day  until  the  tumor  di-ops  off.  In  these 
cases  it  would  be  l)est  to  pass  a  thread,  if  jxjssible,  through  the 
body  of  the  growth,  and  to  secure  it  to  the  ear,  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  the  phar^Tix  or  larynx.  Cases  are  on  record  in  which 
tumore  thus  removed  by  the  wire  have  fallen  into  the  pharynx 
and  been  swallowed. 

Of  late  years,  polyps  of  the  nose  have  been  removed  by  the 
galvanic  cautery.  A  platinum  wire  is  passed  round  tlie  growth 
and  drawn  home  into  a  double  tube,  the  extremities  of  which 
are  in  contact  with  a  powerful  galvanic  battery.  As  soon  as 
the  mass  has  been  constricted  the  connection  is  closed,  and  the 
tumor  burnt  thnuigli.  The  difficulty  in  the  operation  lies  in 
the  adjustment  of  the  snare.  Dr.  Tluidichum,*  of  London,  has 
devised  a  sixjcial  apparatus  for  this  purpose,  and  commends  the 
treatment  very  highly.  It  is  not  accompanied  with  a  great  deal 
of  pain  or  a  great  deal  of  bleeding ;  but  it  presents  the  objec- 
tion that  it  divides  the  growth  at  the  point  encircled  by  the 
wire,  and  does  not  draw  away  the  pedicle,  as  often  occurs  in  the 
use  of  the  forceps. 

When  theix>lyp,  from  its  large  bulk,  the  difficulty  of  reach- 
ing its  attachments,  or  from  other  causes,  cannot  i)e  extracted 
by  means  of  instruments  passed  into  the  nostrils,  an  external 
operation  is  necessary  for  its  removal.  Access  to  tiie  parts  can 
be  gained  by  the  methods  narrated  in  c*r>nnection  with  opera- 
tions for  osseous  tumors  in  the  nasal  passages. 

After  removal  of  a  polyp  from  the  nose,  resort  is  made  to  as- 
tringent injections,  frequently  repeated. 

Polyps  of  the  nostrils,  when  removed,  show  great  disposition 


^  On  PoljpaB  in  the  Noae  and  Ozsena.    London,  1869. 
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to  repuUulation,  not  so  much,  perhaps,  from  the  predisposition 
of  the  parts  to  the  formation  of  the  growths,  but  because  it  is  im- 
possible to  remove  all  the  attachments  of  the  growth  on  account 
of  the  shape  of  the  cavity,  and  these  portions  develop  new  polyps 
after  the  extraction  of  the  first  one.  In  this  way  the  subject 
of  nasal  polyp  is  often  compelled  to  undergo  a  series  of  opera- 
tions for  the  removal  of  these  tumors.  Riolan  is  said  to  cite,  in 
his  treatise  on  anatomv,  the  observation  of  an  individual  who 
was  obliged  to  submit  to  an  operation  of  this  kind  every  month, 
for  forty  consecutive  years. 

Prof.  Gross '  recommends,  in  cases  w^here  there  is  great  ten- 
dency to  regeneration  of  polyps,  or  where  they  exist  in  great 
numbers,  the  removal  by  forceps  of  half,  or  even  more,  of  the 
implicated  turbinated  bone ;  a  procedure  which  he  has  some- 
times adopted,  and  which  he  believes  preferable  to  the  frequent 
rei)etition  of  the  ordinary  operation. 

A  Neurilemmatous  Tumor  occasionally  develops  in  tlie 
nostril,  and  is  liable  to  be  mistaken  for  ordinary  polyp.  A 
case  of  this  kind  was  reported  by  the  Sig.  del  Greco  as 
having  occurred  in  the  Hospital  of  Pisa.'  A  man,  a3t.  25, 
had  for  about  six  montlis  been  affected  w^ith  an  obstruction  in 
the  left  nostril,  and  swelling  of  the  left  cheek.  On  examina- 
tion it  was  ascertained  that  a  polypous  tumor  had  formed  in 
tlie  left  nostril ;  and  this  it  was  decided  to  extract,  but  the  sur- 
geon was  unable  to  remove  it  A  few  montlis  afterwards  another 
attempt  was  made,  but  with  no  better  success.  The  patient  com- 
plained of  violent  pain  during  the  operation,  and  said  he  felt  as  if 
the  left  ear  and  cheek  were  being  torn  off.  A  few  hours  after 
the  second  operation  an  inflammatory  swelling  of  the  left  cheek 
occurred,  but  subsided  on  the  following  day.  Subsequently,  a 
third  attempt  was  made  to  extract  the  tumor,  but  without  any 
effect.  Soon  after  the  third  operation  symptoms  of  arachnitis 
took  place,  of  which  the  patient  died  on  the  tenth  day.  On 
post-mortem  examination,  unequivocal  traces  of  inflammation 

'  System  of  Surgery. 

« {Ann.  di  Med.  Fasc.,  Feb.,  1839?  1830?);  Am,  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  1831,  p. 
227. 
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were  found  in  the  brain  and  its  membranes.  The  tumor  in  the 
nostril  was  seated  in  a  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves  in  the 
following  manner:  the  second  branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  imme- 
diately after  its  passage  through  the  foramen  rotundum,  was 
converted  into  a  fibrous  mass,  divided  into  five  lobes,  two  of 
which  were  of  the  size  of  a  peach-stone ;  the  three  others  being 
smaller,  and  one  of  them  reaching  into  the  orbit  through  the 
spheno-maxillary  fissure.  The  fibrous  tumor  was  situated  in 
the  temporal  fossa,  between  the  zygomatic  process  and  the 
great  wing  of  the  sphenoid  and  the  upper  maxillary  bone ;  the 
spheno-palatine  foramen  had  become  greatly  enlarged,  so  as  to 
admit  the  little  finger,  and  through  it  the  tumor  had  entered 
the  nasal  cavity,  where  it  had  acquired  such  a  development  as 
to  resemble  a  polypous  growth.  On  dissecting  the  tumor  it 
was  found  to  originate  in  the  neurilemma,  and  not  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  nerve,  which  was  not  at  all  altered,  except  by  the 
pressure  which  had  been  exerted  on  it  by  the  enlargement  of 
the  neurilemma. 

Adenomas  of  the  pituitarj'  glands  occur.  A  case  presenting 
in  a  female,  ajt.  63,  occupied  the  superior  and  anterior  portion 
of  the  nasal  fossa?  of  the  left  side.  Prof.  Venieuil  ^  operated. 
The  nostril  was  tamponed  front  and  back,  and  the  parts  then  re- 
moved under  chloroform ;  access  being  gained  by  a  V  incision, 
practised  in  the  sub-<jrbital  and  nasal  regions.'  The  dorsal  de- 
cubitus was  preserved  during  the  operation,  with  the  face  slight- 
ly inclined  towards  the  injured  side,  so  that  the  blood  could 
flow  ofiF  upon  the  cheek  and  not  interfere  with  the  operation. 

Malignant  Tumors  involving  the  Nasal  Fossee. — An  ex- 
amination of  the  recorded  cases  shows  that  malignant  disease 
involving  the  nasal  fossoe  usually  originates  outside  of  them. 
An  epithelioma  which  will  eventually  involve  the  nasal  fossee. 


*  Arthites  OeneraUs,  Oct.,  1870,  p.  390:  for  details,  see  inaugural  thesiB 
of  Pugliese,  Easai  sur  les  Adeiwmes  des  Fosses  Nasales.  Paris,  15  avril,  1862, 
p.  8  et  seq. 

'  A  second  growth  appeared  some  time  after,  and  was  removed  bj  Dr.  Baa- 
tien. 
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maxillary  Biniia,  f rontAl  Binns,  orbit,  and  other  structnres,  vill 
bejjin,  as  in  Venienirs  case,*  by  a  Bubcntaiieous  tumor  connected 
with  the  lK)ne,  and  in  all  likelihood  involving  it — in  this  instance 
situated  a  little  in  fn>nt  of  and  below  the  sub-orbital  foramen. 
In  four  months  it  acquired  an  immense  bnlk.  Patient  a  coun- 
tryman, a?t.  60. 

The  disease  will  involve  the  nasal  bones,  os  unguis,  ethmoid 
bone,  and  other  structures. 

Pn>f.  Verneuil*  records  a  case  of  epithelioma  of  the  inferior 
evelid,  which  during  two  vears  invaded  successively  the  cheek, 
lateral  face  of  the  nose,  the  conjunctiva,  and  the  upper  eyelid, 
penetrating  into  the  orbit,  the  nasal  fossae,  and  tlie  maxillary 
sinus,  occurring  in  a  female  concierge,  cet.  54  and  married. 
In  the  performance  of  the  operation  it  was  necessary  to  sacri- 
fice largely  the  integuments  of  the  visage ;  and  at  the  same  time 
a  portion  of  the  skeleton  of  the  nose  and  the  nasal  fossa\  The 
parts  were  tainix)ned  and  the  patient  chloi'oformed.  The  en- 
tire cheek  was  removed,  the  globe  of  the  eye,  the  two  eyelids, 
the  greater  ])()i-ti<)n  of  the  superior  maxillary  and  ethmoid  bones 
of  the  left  side ;  and  all  without  more  solicitude  and  difficnlty 
than  usually  accompany  the  extirpation  of  a  8Ui)ei'ficial  can- 
cnjid.  The  ])aticnt  recovered  promptly  and  gained  her  ordi- 
nary embmipoint  and  general  strength,  so  that  the  prf>ject  was 
ent<?rtaine(l  of  performing  a  plastic  operation  to  remedy  the  de- 
formity. This  apparent  cure  continued  an  entire  year,  when  a 
return  of  the  disease  manifested  itself  bv  the  side  of  tlie  tern- 
poral  fossa,  and  slowly  pnxluced  death  without  the  accompani- 
ment of  anv  severe  distress. 

Osseous  Tumors  of  the  Nasal  Fosssb. — Osseous  tumors 
are  sometimes  develoj)ed  in  the  nasal  passages,  and  in  the 
sinuses  comnuinicating  with  them.  My  main  source  of  infor. 
mation  on  this  subject  has  been  derived  from  an  admirable 
little  pamphlet  written  by  Dr.  Paul  Olivier,  one  of  the  Parisian 


»  Arch.  Gen.,  Dec,  1870,  p.  304. 

*  Archives  Gerieralea,  Oct.,  1870,  p.  300. 
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hospital  Burgeons,  and  published  in  Paris,  1869,  entitled  "  Snr 
les  Tumeurs  Osseuses  des  Fosses  Kasales  et  des  Sinus  de  la 
Face;"  and,  in  the  absence  of  much  other  material,  I  have 
drawn  very  largely  on  its  pages  for  what  follows. 

Dr.  Olivier  distinguishes  the  tumors  treated  of  in  this  essay 
from  other  solid  tumors  which  occupy  the  nasal  cavities,  by 
two  characteristics : — 

1st.  They  contain  in  their  anatomic  constitution  only  the  ele- 
ments of  osseous  tissue,  spongy  or  compact. 

2d.  They  are  primitively  developed  in  the  fibro-mucous 
membrane  which  lines  the  cavities  of  the  nasal  fossie  and  the 
sinus. 

These  two  characteristics,  the  intimate  nature  and  the  spe- 
cial seat,  enable  him  to  reject  from  his  descriptions  polyps 
enclosing  osseous  concretions  or  simply  calcareous  concretions ;  * 
oesiiied  sarcomas ;  those  tumors,  as  yet  but  little  studied,  com- 
posed of  cartilage  and  bone,  like  those  which  Messrs.  Trelat 
and  Dolbeau  have  presented  to  the  Societe  de  Chirurgie ;'  those 
tumors,  described  under  the  name  of  syphilitic,  scrofulous,  or 
other  exostoses,  which  have  their  point  of  departure  in  the  bone 
itself  and  in  the  osseous  walls  of  the  sinus. 

These  and  still  other  tumors  occurring  in  the  same  situation 
are  evidently  developed  in  tiie  bones  of  the  face,  and  are  the 
result  of  the  various  diseases  of  these  bones ;  while  the  tumors 
about  to  be  described  are  all  of  one  and  the  same  nature. 
They  are  developed  in  the  internal  penosteum  of  the  sinus; 
tlie  bone  in  their  neighborhood  is  not  diseased,  and  if  it  be- 
comes diseased  at  a  later  period  it  is  not  because  it  is  invaded 
by  the  tumor;  it  is  absorbed,  modified  in  its  nutrition  as  we  see 
it  become  absorbed,  inflamed  sometimes  by  the  contact  of 
aneurism ;  it  suffers,  in  both  cases,  a  similar  influence  of  conti- 
giiity. 

M.  Dolbeau  encountered  a  case  in  1864,  at  I'llotel-Dieu,  and 
having  collected  the  observations  previously  published,  read 
a  memoir  at  the  Academic  de  M^decine,  in  September,  1866, 


*  Gazette  Medicale,  1868.    Fibrome  calcific,  obseryed  by  M.  BourdiUiat. 
«  BuOetifis  de  la  tiodetc  de  C/iirurgie,  1802,  p.  261. 
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the  conclusions  alone  of  which  have  been  published  in  the  Bul- 
letin de  VAciidemie  de  ^fedecine^  tome  xxxi.  p.  1076,  1865- 
1866,  and  which  are  given  in  the  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Olivier. 
Thev  are : — 

1.  The  Schneiderian  membrane,  which  covers  the  different 
sinuses  and  cellules  communicating  with  the  nasal  fossoe,  may 
become  the  seat  of  primitive  osseous  productions,  tumors  which 
are  independent  of  the  bones  of  the  skull  and  those  of  the  face, 
but  which  may,  nevertheless,  acquire  a  very  great  bulk. 

2.  We  may  append  to  these  diverse  ossifications  the  exostosis 
removed  by  M.  Michon  in  the  maxillary  sinus;  exostoses  of 
the  orbit  arising  from  the  ethmoidal  cells ;  the  osseous  tumor 
taken  from  a  nasal  fossa  by  M.  Legouest ;  the  tumors  obser\'ed 
by  M.  Cloquet,  and  which  he  has  described  as  ossifications  of 
raucous  polyps  of  the  nasal  fossce ;  and,  also,  the  recent  case  of 
M.  Pamard. 

3.  The  membrane  which  lines  the  frontal  sinus  does  not  form 
any  exception,  and  sometimes  becomes  the  seat  of  exostosis; 
such  are  the  cases  of  Otto,  lloux,  Jobert  (de  Lamballe),  Holmes, 
Coote,  and  Dolbeau. 

4.  All  these  exostc^es  are  always  more  or  less  free  in  the 
cavities  in  which  they  have  originated ;  they  may,  in  their  de- 
velopment, become  more  or  less  solidly  wedged,  but  they  alwajs 
remain  indei)endent  of  the  bone,  and  they  may  be  removed  pro- 
vided a  sufticient  opening  can  be  made  for  that  purpose ;  hence 
the  indication  for  an  early  operation. 

5.  The  exostoses  of  the  frontal  sinus  in  particular  form  no 
exception,  and,  despite  their  vicinity  to  the  brain,  these  tumors 
may  be  enucleated.  The  development  of  these  tumoi's  being 
indefinite,  it  is  wise  to  operate  as  soon  as  there  is  no  doubt  of 
their  presence,  in  order  to  avoid  their  propagation  into  the  cra- 
nial cavity. 

6.  In  the  treatment  of  all  these  exostoses  it  is  necessary  to 
renounce  a  direct  attack  upon  the  tumor,  whether  with  the 
gouge  or  the  trepan.  None  of  these  instruments  can  cut  a 
tissue  so  hard  ;  they  become  blunt,  and  the  best  cutting-pliers  of 
Liston  have  been  seen  to  break  without  making  any  impression 
npon  the  tumor.     It  is  necessary,  as  has  already  been  said,  to 
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open  largely  the  cavity  containing  the  exostosis,  and  it  then 
BufHces  to  move  the  entire  mass  of  the  tumor  from  side  to  side, 
to  see  it  come  away  in  totality,  and  without  any  great  effort. 

This  article  was  referred  to  the  examination  of  a  committee, 
composed  of  MM.  Velpeau,  Gosselin,  and  Kichet. 

In  February  and  July,  1869,  two  new  cases  presented  them- 
selves in  the  service  of  Professor  Richet ;  their  observation,  from 
notes  taken  at  the  bedside,  and  at  the  clinics  which  Professor 
Kichet  made  them  the  occasion  of,  forms,  with  that  communi- 
cated to  him  by  M.  Dolbeau,  the  bases  of  M.  Olivier's  pam- 
phlet. In  addition  to  these  cases,  he  has  collected  some  from 
the  records  of  other  surgeons,  making  eleven  in  all. 

Tlie  size  of  these  tumors  varied  from  that  of  a  nut  to  that  of 
an  apple ;  their  weight,  from  fifteen  grammes  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  grammes.  The  subjects  operated  upon  were  of  both 
sexes,  and  all  young,  their  ages  var}'ing  from  thirteen  years  to 
thirty-four.  In  all  of  them  the  disease  seemed  to  have  made  its 
appearance  early ;  on  the  average,  between  the  ages  of  fifteen 
and  twenty.  They  were  slow  in  growth,  sometimes  remaining 
quiescent  for  years,  and  then  suddenly  taking  on  a  fresh  develop- 
ment. As  they  increase  in  size  they  produce  great  deformity  of 
the  visage,  dislocating  the  eyeball  if  in  proximity  to  the  orbit, 
and  inflict  a  great  deal  of  pain.  The  symptoms  they  produce 
are  at  first  ill-defined,  being  such  as  attend  inflammations,  ix>lyps, 
and  other  tumors ;  sometimes  nothing  but  a  sense  of  weight  and 
numbness  in  the  parts.  At  other  times  they  provoke  pains  re- 
ferred to  the  teeth,  if  the  maxillary  sinus  be  implicated,  or  to 
supra-orbital  neuralgia  if  it  be  in  the  frontal  sinus.  There  is 
also  apt  to  be  epistaxis  without  any  appreciable  cause.  At  a 
later  date,  when  the  tumor  is  increasing  in  size,  the  more  posi- 
tive symptoms  are  produced.  The  pain  varies  in  character, 
from  occasional  intermittent  pangs  at  long  intervals,  to  involve- 
ment of  all  the  branches  of  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  and  is  most 
frequently  due  to  compression  of  the  nervous  filaments,  and  is 
not  always  proportionate  to  the  size  of  the  tumor,  depending 
rather  upon  the  resistance  which  the  neighboring  parts  offer  to 
its  development,  and  upon  the  more  or  less  rapid  march  of  the 
affection. 


320  AFFECTIONS    OF   THE   NASAL   PASSAGES. 

When  the  tumor  has  attained  a  sufficient  size  it  can  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  exterior  ;  and  about  this  period  the  hemor- 
rhages usually  cease.  At  first  they  are  thought  to  be  due  to  the 
congestion  of  the  mucous  membrane,  produced  by  the  presence 
of  the  tumor.  Sometimes  they  are  spontaneous,  or  due  to  ulcer- 
ation of  the  nnicous  membrane ;  at  other  times  occur  onlv  when 
the  patient  picks  his  nose,  or  when  the  surgeon  examines  the 
tumor,  under  which  latter  circumstance  it  is  sometimes  very 
profuse. 

^Vlien  the  tumor  occupies  the  nasal  fossae,  it  is  usually  more 
appreciable  than  when  it  is  developed  in  the  sinuses.  It  is  gen- 
erally seen  at  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nostrils,  colored  red 
when  still  covered  with  mucous  membrane,  or  grayish  if  it  has 
become  (prions,  as  in  one  of  the  cases  reported.  It  may  be 
touched  directly  by  the  finger,  and  witliout  inter}x>sition  of  any 
other  tissue.  If  it  is  in  the  frontal  or  maxillary  sinus,  there  is 
always  more  or  less  covering  by  the  soft  tissues,  which  prevents 
an  exact  appreciation  of  its  physica-l  proj)erties.  Sometimes, 
however,  the  integuments  undergo  ulceration  and  are  destroyed, 
so  that  the  tumor  is  directly  exposed  to  vision.  In  all  tlie 
observations  exophthalmos  existed,  whatever  had  been  the  prim- 
itive seat  of  the  tumor.  Other  displacements  and  consecutive 
affections  of  the  eye  are  often  produced,  varying  with  the  seat 
and  form  of  the  growth ;  such  as  inability  to  close  the  lids  over 
the  eye,  cedema  of  the  eyelids,  strabismus,  conjunctivitis,  che- 
mosis,  inflammation  and  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  etc. 

There  are  troubles  of  respiration,  phonation,  and  mastication. 

"Whatever  may  be  the  se^t  of  the  tumor,  it  has  always  the 
same  characters — immobility  or  obscure  mobility,  osseous  hard- 
ness  in  its  entire  extent.  Its  surface  may  be  uniform  or  nodu- 
lated, the  latter  being  a  special  symptom  of  the  ebumated 
variety.  The  texture  of  tlie  tumor  is  judged  of  by  the  touch  of 
the  finger  and  by  the  use  of  the  exploring  needle,  which  caimot 
be  made  to  penetrate  it  except  in  certain  cases  of  tumors  of 
cancellated  tisiisue,  where  it  is  possible  to  hit  upon  one  of  the  in- 
terspaces limited  by  the  osseous  columns  of  the  tumor;  and 
therefore  the  needle  should  be  applied  several  times. 

In  the  nasal  cavity  the  tumor  is  readily  examined,  either  ante- 
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riorly  or  with  the  finger  passed  behind  the  palate,  where  it  may 
sometimes  be  felt,  generally  separated  from  the  pharynx  by  a 
greater  or  less  free  space.  If  the  tumor  has  become  denuded  of 
its  periosteum,  it  provokes  ulceration  of  the  nnicous  membrane, 
abscess,  and  a  discharge  of  sanious  fluids  which  poison  the 
patient  by  their  odor,  and  by  being  swallowed  with  the  saliva. 
In  these  cases  the  examination,  even  when  conducted  with  great 
care,  sometimes  produces  serious  hemorrhage.  This  loss  of 
blood,  suppuration,  and  poisoning,  induce  hectic  fever,  loss  of 
appetite,  and  so  on,  under  the  influence  of  which  the  patient 
will  succumb,  if  not  promptly  relieved  by  surgi(!al  operation. 

These  tumors  are  not  removable  by  direct  attack.  The  ebur- 
nated  variety  cannot  be  broken  or  cut  by  instruments,  and  it  is 
necessary  to  prepare  a  passage  from  the  exterior  large  enough 
to  admit  of  their  being  extracted  in  bulk.  The  cellulous  tumors, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  so  friable  that  they  almost  always  break 
in  the  grasp  of  the  instrument  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  ex- 
tract them  in  bulk.  For  the  one  variety,  therefore,  a  very  large 
exterior  passage  is  required,  and  for  the  other  a  smaller  exposure 
suftices.  "When  the  friable  tumors  occupy  the  nasal  passages, 
it  is  suggested  by  M.  Ollivier  that  an  attempt  be  made  to  crush 
them,  and  remove  them  in  fragments,  before  resorting  to  any 
mutilation  of  the  soft  parts. 

If  the  tumor  occupy  the  frontal  sinus,  or  ethmoidal  cells,  it  is 
recommended  by  Richet  to  expose  it,  if  small,  by  an  incision 
slightly  convex  above,  immediately  beneath  the  eyebrow ;  and 
if  large,  by  two  incisions,  meeting  at  a  right  angle,  as  practised 
by  Dolbeau  and  Maisonneuve.  The  borders  of  the  osseous 
tissues,  which  form  a  sort  of  collar  about  it,  are  then  to  be  re- 
sected, when  the  tumor  can  be  seized  with  forceps,  and  removed 
by  a  dislodging  motion  to  one  side  and  the  other.  In  one  case, 
M.  Bouyer,  in  order  to  remove  two  exostoses  from  his  patient, 
broke  the  anterior  plate  of  the  frontal  bone  to  get  at  one,  and 
was  obliged  to  saw  the  superior  portion  of  the  orbitary  ridge 
to  get  at  the  other. 

If  the  tumor  occnpy  the  nasal  fossa,  it  has  been  reconnnended 

by  Lenoir  to  make  an  incision  in  the  middle  of  tlie  nose,  from 

its  base  to  its  point;  and  by  Legouest  and  Ilichet  to  make  a 
21 
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curvilinear  iiK^'sion  from  tlie  angle  of  the  eye  to  the  border  of 
the  lip.  The  flaps  being  dissected,  Richet  and  Lenoir  were  able 
to  extract  the  tumor  bv  i-esecting:  the  nasal  bone  of  the  side  it 
occupied.  In  the  case  of  I^gouest  there  was  a  species  of  con- 
striction in  the  middle  of  the  tumor  that  rendered  its  extrac- 
tion more  difficult.  He  was  obliged  to  make  a  fresh  nicision, 
peq>endieular  to  that  already  made,  and  then  to  make  a  tempo 
rary  resection  of  the  suj)erior  maxilla  in  order  to  reach  the 
posterior  jKji-tion  of  the  tumor,  which  had  broken  into  two  frag- 
ments. 

When  the  tumor  has  been  extracted,  the  cavity  in  which  it 
was  lodged  is  to  be  examined;  any  roughnesses  that  may  be 
due  to  fonner  attatihments  of  the  tumor  must  be  scraped  off, 
and  any  polyps,  which  arc  apt  to  coexist  with  the  osseous  tumor, 
are  to  be  removed.  If  the  extenial  wound  has  been  extensive, 
it  is  uniteil  by  suture ;  otherwise  its  edges  are  merely  placed  in 
apjH^sition,  a  free  opening  being  mahitained  for  the  passage  of 
tlie  products  of  suppuration,  which  is  almost  inevitable. 

Recovery  is  usually  rapid,  sometimes  without  any  untoward 
circumstance  whatever.  In  other  cases  fever,  vomiting,  erysipe- 
las, and  cerebral  disturbance  retard  the  convalescence. 

As  far  as  present  observations  go  (1809)  tliere  has  been  no 
return  of  the  tumoi-s  thus  removed. 

An  interesting  example  of  exostasis,  involving  the  nasal  cavity 
in  connection  with  the  orbit,  successfully  operated  upon  by  Dr. 
Alex.  13.  Mott,'  of  New  York,  may  be  alluded  to  in  tliis  connec- 
tion. The  patient  was  a  man  thirty-three  years  of  age,  and  had 
been  affected  for  some  seven  years.  The  gn:)wtli  began  as  an 
enlargement,  towards  the  inner  canthus  of  the  left  eye,  at- 
tended with  inflammation  and  lachrymation.  Previous  to 
this  the  general  health  of  tlie  patient  had  been  good,  except 
that  he  had  been  subject  to  headache.  In  eighteen  nunitlis 
the  left  nostril  became  closed  up.  Though  he  applied  to 
surgeons  for  relief,  nothing  essential  was  done  imtil  he  came 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Mott;  the  tumor,  in  tlie  mean  time, 
having  increased    in    size,   and    pressed    the    eye    outwards. 


1  Am,  Jour,  Med,  Soi,,  Jan.  1857,  p.  35  (iUiiBtrated). 


TAMPONING    THE    NASAL   P^VSSAGES.  323 

Two  months  previous  to  tliis  time  a  hemorrhagic  discharge 
liad  taken  j)lace  from  the  left  nostril,  and  continued  sub- 
sequently, night  and  day,  to  a  considerable  extent.  A  month 
after  this  an  abscess  fonned  under  the  lower  lid,  towards  the 
inner  canthus ;  and  tln'ough  an  opening  at  this  point  tlie  bone 
could  be  distinctly  felt  with  a  probe,  and  its  existence  in  the 
nostril  was  equally  evident.  Several  poly])i  existed  in  the  oppo- 
site nostril,  and  were  removed  before  the  main  operation  was 
undertiiken. 

The  operation  began  with  an  incision  from  the  ala  of  the 
nose,  in  a  direct  line  upwards,  to  about  half  an  inch  above  the 
superciliary  ridge,  followed  by  a  transverse  incision  from  the 
centre  of  the  upper  eyelid,  across  the  nasal  bone,  to  the  opposite 
eyelid,  terminating  in  a  line  with  the  inner  canthus  of  the  eye. 
The  four  flaps  were  then  dissected  up.  On  raising  the  flap 
nearest  the  nose,  it  was  evident  that  a  large  portion  of  the  osse- 
ous mass  extended  into  the  nasal  cavitv,  and  it  became  neces- 
sarv  to  remove  the  whole  of  the  fleshy  portion  of  the  nose  from 
the  nasal  bone  of  that  side.  The  niisal  bone  was  then  separated 
from  its  fellow  by  a  strong  pair  of  Liston's  forceps,  and  from 
the  frontal  bone  by  a  fine,  straight  flexible  saw.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  nuiss  was  then  removed  by  manipulation,  and  the 
remainder  chiselled  from  the  orbital  plates  of  the  frontal  and 
upper  maxillary  bones,  the  os  unguis  being  so  thoroughly  incor- 
jKjrated  with  the  mass  as  to  require  removal  with  it,  extraction 
being  accomplished  by  slight  traction  with  strong  forceps.  The 
weight  of  the  tumor  wi\s  three  ounces  and  one  drachm.  Ery- 
sipelas and  fever  set  in,  but  were  happily  subdued,  and  tlio 
patient  made  a  prompt  and  satisfactory  recoveiy. 

TAMPONING  THE  POST- NASAL  FOSS.C 

In  operating  on  diseases  of  the  nasal  region  the  tampon  should 
be  employed  Ijefore  anajsthetizing  the  patient.  If  the  anivsthetic 
is  adim'nistered  first,  there  may  be,  as  reported  in  one  of  Prof. 
Venieuirs  cases,  great  difliculty  in  tamponing ;  the  jaws  may 
be  hard  to  separate ;  the  tongue  is  apt  to  be  contracted  by  the 
irritation  of  the  canula,  and  force  itself  upwards  and  back- 
wards  so  as  seriously  to  embarrass  the  manipulation. 
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"Wlien  the  occlusion  is  perfect,  so  that  no  blcxxl  escapes  into 
the  throat,  the  patient  remains  perfectly  quiet  during  the  opera- 
tion, without  any  elevation  of  pulse,  or  irregularity  of  i*espiration. 
If  the  occlusion  is  imperfect,  or  becomes  so  during  the  o|>era- 
tion,  the  escape  of  even  a  small  amount  of  bhHxl  into  the  throat 
will  induce  reflex  action,  which  will  at  once  accelerate  the 
pulse,  thereby  increasing  the  flow  of  blood,  and  interfere  with 
respiration,  or  even  susjxjnd  it. 

Anaesthesia  is  recommended  in  the  performance  of  these 
operations,  because  the  agitaticm  of  the  patient,  his  cries,  etc., 
produce  a  vascular  turgescence  of  the  parts,  which  increases 
tlie  amount  of  hemorrhage ;  therefore,  under  the  influence  of 
insensibility,  there  is  a  much  less  amount  of  bLx)d  lost. 

The  entrance  of  blcKKl  into  the  throat  ])nivokes  nausea,  vomit- 
ing, expectoration,  and  a  variety  of  movements  which  produce 
turgescence,  and  thus  tend  to  increase  the  hemorrhage. 

After  bleeding  has  ceased  the  tamjx:)n  should  be  removed, 
lest  its  presence  excite  irritative  inflammation. 

If  the  septum  narium  is  jxsrforated,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
tampon  both  the  nasal  fossai,  though  the  operation  to  be  per- 
fonned  concern  but  one  of  them. 
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CHAPTER   XIIL 

AFFECTIONS    OF   THE    FRONTAL    SINUS. 

The  frontal  sinus  is  liable  to  become  the  seat  of  various  affec- 
tions ;  but  most  of  these  occur  very  infrequently,  and  the  little 
that  is  known  concerning  them  is  to  be  gathered  principally 
from  isolated  reports  in  the  journals  or  in  special  monographs. 
Some  of  these  affections  are  apt  to  be  continuous  with  affections 
of  the  nasal  cavities,  or  dependent  upon  them.  Others  appear 
to  originate  in  the  sinus. 

Inflammation  occurs,  sometimes  as  a  result  of  external  in- 
jury, more  frequently  by  reason  of  an  extension  of  disease  from 
the  nasal  cavities,  principally  in  connection  with  tertiary  syphilis. 
This  produces  pain,  a  sense  of  fulness  in  the  parts,  and  more  or 
less  serous  or  mucous  discharge  from  the  nostrils.  A  moderate 
degree  of  inflammation  of  the  frontal  sinus  attends  severe  cases 
of  coryza. 

This  is  to  be  combated  by  the  ordinary  treatment  for  inflam- 
mation, means  being  taken  to  promote  the  discharge  from  the 
nasal  passages. 

Frequent  attacks  of  this  kind  sometimes  result  in  permanent 
distention  of  the  frontal  sinuses,  which  become  markedly  prom- 
inent, accompanied  by  chronic  purulent  or  muco-purulent  dis- 
charge from  the  nose,  w^hich,  when  fetid,  forms  one  of  the  most 
obstinate  varieties  of  oza^na,  on  account  of  the  profuse  secretion 
of  the  purulent  matter,  and  the  difficulty  in  reaching  its  source 
by  local  remedies.  Forcible  injections,  by  means  of  a  long  syringe 
passed  high  up  the  n<j6tril,  sometimes  penetrate  into  the  sinuses, 
and  usually  give  rise  to  intense  pain  in  the  frontal  region,  some- 
times lasting  for  hours.  The  use  of  the  nasal  douche  in  cases  of 
chronic  discharge  from  the  nasal  cavities  also,  at  times,  admits 
the  passage  of  the  fluid  into  the  frontal  sinuses,  and  thus  pro- 
vokes severe  pain,  necessitating  an  abandonment  of  the  opera- 
tion. 
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The  local  effects  of  ointments,  applied  freely  to  the  nasal 
mucous  membrane,  is  sometimes  propagated  by  continuity  to 
the  lining  membrane  of  tlie  sinuses,  and  thus  enables  us  to  con- 
trol the  pain  in  the  part.  I  have  found  an  ointment  of  simple 
cerate,  or  lard,  in  whicli  two  or  three  grains  of  sulphate  of 
morjihia  to  tlie  ounce  lias  been  well  incori)orated,  do  excellent 
service  in  some  j)ainful  affections  of  the  frontal  sinus. 

An  abscess  sometimes  forms  in  the  frontal  sinus  as  a  residt 
of  inflammation,  and  finds  its  way  into  the  nose,  and  even,  in 
Bome  instances,  penetrates  the  anterior  wall  of  the  sinus.  Ery- 
sipelatous inflammation  of  the  soft  parts  ovei'lying  the  sinus, 
with  great  l(K'al  and  general  disturbance,  would  usually  be  in- 
dicative of  the  formation  of  an  abscess;  under  which  circum- 
stances it  is  recommended  to  cut  down  upon  the  parts,  and  enter 
tlio  sinus  by  means  of  a  small  trephine,  in  order  to  discharge 
the  abscess. 

In  some  instances  a  drainage-tube  is  left  in  the  parts;  in 
other  instances  a  perforation  is  made  into  the  nasal  cavity,  and 
the  drainage-tube  passed  through  it,  in  order  to  favor  the  pas- 
sage of  the  secretions  by  that  channel.  At  other  times  the  in- 
terior of  the  cavity  is  washed  out  by  w^arm  astringent  anodyne 
or  detergent  lotions. 

Wlien  the  abscess  occurs  in  the  course  of  syj)hilis,  there  is 
danger  of  caries  of  the  bone  and  penetration  into  the  cavity  of 
tlio  cranium. 

Dr.  Soelberg  Wells  {Laiicet^  May  14,  1870)  records  the  fol- 
lowing case  of  abscess  of  the  f n)ntal  sinus.  R.  S.,  a  baker,  a?t. 
40,  had  about  twelve  years  before  a  tumefaction  of  the  upper 
eyelid  of  the  right  side,  which  disappeared  spontaneously  at  the 
end  of  a  week,  but  reappeared  about  every  two  years.  For  the 
past  six  months,  the  patient  had  noticed  at  the  side  of  this  tume- 
faction of  the  evelid  a  tumor  situated  in  the  internal  auirle  of 
the  orbit,  near  the  root  of  the  nose ;  which,  augmenting  pro- 
gressively, induced  the  patient  to  present  himself  at  King's 
County  lIo6j)ital,  June  14,  18^)9. 

Disease  of  the  mucous  lining  of  the  frontal  sinus  may  give 
rise  to  the  deposit  of  calcareous  concretions,  such  as  are  met 
with  in  the  nasal  cavities.     The  larva?  of  insects  are  sometimes 
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found  in  the  frontal  sinus  from  the  development  of  eggs  which 
have  been  deposited  in  the  nasal  passages,  one  or  two  instances 
of  which  are  given  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  diseases 
of  the  nasal  passages.  Other  foreign  bodies  are  occasionally 
found  in  this  situation,  sometimes  pushed  up  thix)ugli  the  nose, 
sometimes  the  result  of  gunshot  or  other  injury,  or  of  ordinary 
fracture.  The  indication  would  be,  in  the  case  of  a  foreign 
body,  to  expose  it  by  external  incision  and  the  trephine,  in 
order  to  accomplish  its  extraction. 

An  occlusion  of  the  passage  between  tlie  sinus  and  the  nasal 
cavity  causes  accumulation  of  mucus,  pus,  and  sometimes  blood, 
eventuating  in  marked  distention  of  tlie  parts,  sometimes  pro- 
ducing deformity  of  the  eyeball.  Under  such  circumstances 
there  may  be  danger  of  pressure  on  the  brain,  or  of  perforation 
into  the  cavity  of  the  cranium.  Prompt  evacuation,  through 
the  nose  or  externally,  is  required  under  this  condition. 

Tumors  of  the  Fronted  Sinus. — Various  tumoi-s  occin*  in 
connection  w^ith  the  frontal  sinus.  Tliese  may  be  polyps,  simi- 
lar to  those  in  the  nasal  cavity,  cystic  tumors,  osseous  tumors, 
and  malignant  growths.  Their  diagnosis  is  not  easy  until  by 
their  development  they  have  produced  a  characteristic  deform- 
ity. 

The  symptoms,  nature,  and  treatment  of  these  tumors  will 
be  made  evident  by  the  subjoined  cases  selected  in  illustration. 

Cystic  Tumor  of  Frontal  Siuus,  A  case  of  this  kind,  occur- 
ring in  the  practice  of  Prof.  Jaeger,  is  reported '  by  J.  W.  Brunn. 
A  delicate  girl,  nine  years  of  age,  affected  with  severe  headache, 
had  a  swelling  in  the  left  eyebrow,  gradually  followed  by  im- 
paired sight  of  the  adjoining  eye.  At  fourteen  years  of  age 
she  was  first  examined  l)y  Prof.  Jaeger,  who  found  a  hard 
tumor  which  could  be  indented  by  digital  pressure,  upon  the 
removal  of  which  it  resumed  its  original  appearance.  The  ante- 
rior plate  was  divided,  giving  exit  to  a  large  quantity  of  bloody 
senim,  and  the  cavity  of  the  sinus  was  found  divided,  by  delicate 
membranes,  into  numerous  cells.     Under  the  impression  that 


*  {Hecker's  Annalen^  Mch.  1829).    Am.  Jour,  Med.  JSd.,  vol.  5,  p.  203. 
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the  tumor  involved  tlie  inner  table  of  the  fn:)ntal  bone,  it  was 
not  further  disturbed.  Violent  inflannnation  ensued,  attended 
with  a  discharge  of  offensive  serum.  The  discharge  ceased,  the 
opening  healed,  and  the  tumor  remained  as  large  as  before. 
The  patient  did  not  aj)pear  to  be  benefited  by  the  operation. 
A  seton  had  been  passed  thnmgh  tlie  tumor  without  benefit, 
and  it  discharged  daily  a  large  quantity  of  fetid  fluid.  She 
became  chlorotic,  and  died  in  her  fifteenth  vear. 

It  was  found  that  the  tumor  had  encroached  upon  the  caliber 
of  the  left  nostril,  and  compressed  the  antrum  of  that  side. 
Posteriorly,  it  had  forced  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  brain  into  the 
p>sition  of  the  middle  lobe.  In  general,  the  inner  table  of  the 
skull  was  not  perforated.  The  tumor  was  found  to  contain 
numerous  cysts,  s<Mne  containing  reddish,  others  bluish,  or 
colorless  ghiey  serum.  The  extended  bony  j)late  was  of  similar 
consistence  to  that  of  the  skull  of  a  newly-born  hydmcephalic 
infant.  The  dimensions  of  the  swelling  were,  5  inches  8  lines 
long,  4  inches  9  lines  bi"oad,  and  4  inches  3  lines  high. 

C(/sfle  Tumor  of  the  Fi'ontal  Sinus, — {Arch,  Gen,^  Oct., 
Nov.,  Dec,  187<\  j).  530,  f i-om  f]tude  sur  les  tumeurs  de  la  glande 
lac ry male,  M.  Sautereau,  these.  Paris,  1870,  p.  ^'^.)  Hydro 
pisie  du  sinus  frontal  du  cote  droit.  Ouverture  dans  Torbite. 
Exophthalmos. 

M.  M ,  proprietaire  at  Avallon,  a3t.  GO  years.     Consulted 

Prof.  Richet,  November,  1808,  concerning  a  tumor  which  had 
produced  an  exophthalmos  of  the  right  side.  For  many  years 
he  had  been  subje(;t  to  bleedings  fiT)m  the  nose.  ^Vlien  these 
became  su])pressed,  there  ensued  violent  headaches,  preventing 
sleep  and  throwing  the  patient  into  very  painful  nervous  crises. 
A  physician  a<lministered  mercury  and  iodide  of  potassium, 
under  the  impression  that  tliere  was  cephalalgia  of  syphilitic 
origin,  but  without  securing  tlie  least  assuagement. 

Sometimes,  in  addition  to  the  bl(K)d,  there  would  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  nose  serum,  and  a  material  resembling  pus.  For 
the  past  nine  months  there  had  not  been  any  nasal  discharge 
Apart  from  this  trouble,  the  patient  had  never  had  any  serious 
illness.     He  was  otherwise  strong  and  well  nourished,  and  his 
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ocular  aflfection  did  not  appear  in  any  way  to  influence  his  good 
state  of  health. 

The  eye  of  the  right  side  was  strongly  depressed  downwards 
and  outwards,  so  tliat,  taking  a  horizontal  line,  the  right  cornea 
was  situated  two  centimetres  below  tlie  cornea  of  tlie  left  side. 
The  upper  eyelid  was  cedeniatous  and  elongated,  and  had  to  be 
raised  in  order  to  expose  the  eye.  For  more  than  a  month,  the 
patient  liad  been  unable  to  distinguish  day  from  night  in  the 
affected  side.  The  conjunctiva  was  puffed  up,  forming  around 
the  cornea  a  most  notable  chemosis;  the  pupil  was  dilated. 
This  permitted  an  examination  of  the  fundus  of  the  eye,  show- 
ing the  papilla  perfectly  healthy,  thongh  stmngly  injected  and 
cedematous-like.  The  retina  and  choroid  were  in  a  normal  con- 
dition. The  eyeball  itself  did  not  appear  augmented  in  volume. 
That  which  pushed  it  downwards  and  outwards,  and  which 
elongated  the  upper  eyelid,  was  a  tumor  which  seemed  to  occu- 
py the  superciliary  fi>8sa,  oblong  and  elongated,  like  the  eye- 
brow under  which  it  was  situated,  and  which  appeared  to  have 
thrown  off  tlie  superciliary  ridge  several  millimetres  in  front 
of  that  of  the  opposite  side. 

This  tumor  was  hard  to  the  touch,  without  elevation  or  uneven- 
ness ;  but  on  introducing  the  finger  beneath  the  frontal  bone  so 
as  to  penetrate  the  orbital  cavity  between  the  plafond  of  the 
orbit  and  the  eyeball,  there  was  felt  at  its  middle  portion  a  pro- 
jection, perfectly  round,  with  a  large  base  placed  against  the 
plafond  of  the  orbit,  soft,  fluctuating,  and  to  a  certain  {K>int  de- 
pressible.  On  compressing  it,  some  liquid  contents  passed  from 
under  the  touch,  which  resumed  their  position  as  soon  as  the 
compression  was  discontinued. 

The  patient  experienced  but  little  pain  during  these  various 
explorations,  and  there  was  noticed  a  slight  sensibility  of  the 
skin  of  the  brow,  determined  probably  by  the  compression  of  the 
frontal  nerves  ;  and  finally  a  complete  absence  of  the  shedding 
of  tears. 

In  consideration  of  these  various  particulars,  the  uniform  ten- 
derness of  the  superciliary  arcade,  the  fluctuating  tumefaction 
with  large  base  at  the  side  of  the  orbit,  the  abrupt  suspension  for 
six  months  of  the  alternative  mucous,  purulent,  and  sanguine- 
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lent  nasal  discharge,  M.  le  Prof.  Richet  considered  the  case  one 
of  those  known  as  hydropisie  of  the  frontal  sinus  with  iniiption 
into  the  orbit,  and,  as  a  consequence,  progressive  exophthalniia 
downwards  and  outwards.  lie  therefore  proiX)sed  to  open  the 
tumor  at  its  fluctuating  iK)int,  in  order  to  i)enetrate  the  frontal 
sinus,  and  establish  there  a  drainage  tube.  After  some  hesita- 
tion, the  operation  was  accepted,  and  practised  December  24th, 
1S6S,  in  the  following  manner : 

Immediately  below  the  eyebrow,  at  the  base  of  the  superior 
eyelid,  and  parallel  to  the  fold  of  this  membranous  veil,  an  in- 
cision was  made,  two  centimetres  in  length,  and,  after  having 
divided  the  entirc  thickness  of  this  evelid,  a  cvst  was  reached 
w^hosc  membranous  walls  were  very  much  distended.  A  punc- 
ture was  made,  and  there  escaped  a  considenible  quantity  of 
a  thready  fluid,  viscous,  and  of  the  color  of  cafe  au  lait,  a  little 
dark.  The  ojiening  was  enlarged,  the  finger  carried  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  sac,  which,  it  was  found,  extended  to  the  remotest 
portion  of  the  orbit.  The  bone  was  not  uncovered  in  any  por- 
tion of  its  extent ;  but  on  turning  the  pulpy  portion  of  the  fin- 
ger below  and  forward,  to  the  side  of  the  superciliary  ridge,  an 
opening  was  encountered,  thnnigh  which  a  canulated  sound  in- 
troduced through  it  manifestly  traversed  theentii'C  cavity  of  the 
frontal  sinus.  A  gum  tube  i)erforated  with  lateral  openings 
was  introduced  and  maintained  in  the  opening ;  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sac  w^as  filled  with  fine  chaqne  saturated  with  a 
solution  of  the  alcoholic  extract  of  walnut,  to  prevent  adliesive 
suppuration. 

The  next  day  and  the  days  follow^ing,  the  patient  was  remark- 
ably well,  and  did  not  aj)pear  to  have  suffered  the  lea^t  fatigue 
from  the  oi)ei-ation. 

Little  by  little,  the  quantity  of  charjMe  introduced  into  the 
membranous  ix)rtioii  of  the  cyst  was  diminished,  and  towards 
the  end  of  January  its  walls  were  completely  adherent  and 
there  remained  only  the  opening  which  gave  exit  to  the  tube 
of  caoutchouc. 

Little  by  little  the  eye  became  replaced  in  its  orbit,  the  upper 
eyelid  becoming  raised  again.  When  the  patient  left  Paris, 
early  in  Mai-ch,  there  only  remained  a  little  fistulous  opening, 
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fiiriiisliing  evervday  a  few  drops  of  a  ropy  muco-pus.  Tlie  eye 
had  gradually  resumed  all  its  functions,  repassing  in  phases 
analogous  to  those  which  had  tenninated  in  complete  abolition 
of  sight;  that  is  to  say,  the  patient  had  commenced  to  per- 
ceive light,  then  soon  distinguished  objects,  and  finally  could 
read  without  fatigue,  but  on  condition  of  closing  the  eye  of  the 
opposite  side.  In  fact,  when  he  wished  to  see  with  both  eyes, 
wliich  were  not  on  the  same  plane,  objects  aj)peared  double ; 
but  tlie  diplopia  gradually  disappeared. 

Once  since  this  ejxich,  the  opening  being  occluded,  the  pa- 
tient was  seized  with  violent  pains,  and  a  slight  degree  of  exor- 
bitism  was  produced. 

He  returned  to  Paris,  and  Prof.  Richet  contented  himself 
with  forcing  in  a  sound,  which  gave  issue  to  a  little  liquid  pus 
which  had  accumulated,  sufficing  to  allay  the  suflFering. 

In  case  of  the  reappearance  of  the  phenomena,  Prof.  Kichet 
intends  to  perft^rate  the  osseous  septum  which  separates  the  cavi- 
ty of  the  nasal  fossie  from  the  frontal  simis,  by  means  of  a  curv- 
ed instrument  devised  for  the  purpose.  This  opening  will  per- 
mit the  liquid  to  run  directly  into  the  nose,  and  will  oppose  an 
obstacle  to  any  new  collection  in  the  cavitv  of  the  sinus. 

Exostosis  of  Frontal  Sinus.^ — A  yc)ung  man,  a*t.  20,  of 
excellent  constitution,  entered  the  Hospital  Clinic  early  in 
July,  1800.  The  January  previous,  he  remarked  that  his  right 
eye  was  more  pn>minent  than  that  on  the  other  side,  but  there 
was  no  suffering  or  pain  in  the  orbit.  For  three  months  there 
had  been  some  pain,  an  external  strabismus,  and  a  dijAopia, 
which  continued  for  a  few  days  only.  There  was  an  abundant 
lachrymation.  There  was  nothing  particular  observed  at  the 
side  of  the  buccal  cavitv,  or  the  nasal  fossa?. 

At  his  entrance  he  presented  the  following  condition:  the 
eye  completely  out  of  its  orbit,  and  at  the  same  time  directed 
downwards  and  outwards.  The  ball  of  the  eye,  slightly  flattened 
from  before  backwards,  showed  some  alterations.  The  conjunc- 
tiva was  a  little  red ;  it  wjis,  especially  internally,  infiltrated 
with  serosity,  as  by  a  slight  chemosis.     Tlie  cornea  wtvs  affected, 

'  Exophthalmie  consecutive  &  one  ezostose  da  Sinus  FrontaL  Arch.  G^ 
1870,  p.  541. 
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some  small  ulceititioiis  being  seen  at  its  external  |X)rtion.  The 
anterior  cliamlH^r  and  the  crystalline  lens  werc  in  a  normal  ton- 
dition.  Ophthalmic  examination  showed  a  little  sennis  effusion 
of  the  ])ai)illsi>,  the  veins  being  engorged  by  some  obstacle  to 
the  return  of  the  circulation.  Nevertheless,  vision  was  pre- 
served. The  inferior  eyelid  was  normal,  but  the  superior  one 
was  very  much  distended,  and  covered  the  sui>erior  ix)i'tion  of 
the  globe  of  the  eye.  At  the  superior  internal  angle  of  the 
orbit  there  was  a  marked  cedema.  By  palpation  there  was 
found  in  this  region  a  tumor  of  the  apparent  size  of  a  nut,  com- 
pletely innnovable  and  verj'  adherent  to  the  inferior  face  of  the 
frontal  bone,  this  adherence  seeming  to  be  made  by  a  large  base. 
Tliis  tumor,  covei-ed  by  the  integuments  of  the  face,  appeared 
bosselated,  uneven,  and  of  an  ebuniated  hardness.  Inwards  it 
extended  to  the  nasal  apophysis  of  the  superior  maxillary; 
outwards,  to  the  internal  third  of  the  suiKjrciliary  ridge.  It 
was  imj^ossible  to  limit  the  tumor  posteriorly.  A  small  steel 
needle  forced  into  the  integuments  could  not  be  penetrated  into 
the  tumor. 

In  view  of  all  these  signs,  Prof.  Richet  diagnosed  an  ebur- 
nated  exostosis,  having  originated  in  the  frontal  sinus,  and  hav- 
ing develoj>ed  itself  at  the  sujxjrior  and  internal  portion  of  the 
orbitar  cavitv. 

Pi-of.  Richet  incised  the  integuments  at  the  superior  and  in- 
ternal portion  <  )f  the  superciliar}'  ridge.  The  tumor  was  exposed, 
and  was  adherent  to  the  frontal  Ikjuc  bv  a  h\r<rc  base.  With 
the  aid  of  a  gouge  it  was  readily  enucleated,  and,  so  to  speak, 
peeled  from  its  surface  of  implantation. 

Tlie  author  would  call  attention  to  a  verv  valuable  and  elabo- 
rate  article'  on  Affections  of  the  Frontal  Sinuses,  whic^h  has  re- 
cently appeai-ed  fnnn  the  jien  of  Dr.  F.  Steiner,  one  of  the  as- 
sistants (»f  Prof.  Billroth,  of  Vienna.  It  came  under  the  author^s 
notice  after  the  j^receding  pages  were  written,  and  at  too  late  a 
date  for  incorporation  into  them. 


*  Ueber  dio  Entwickelung  der  Stimhohlen  and  deren  krankhofte  Erweiter- 
nng  diiroh  Ansammlungf  von  Fliiasigkeiten.  Archiv  fiir  Klixiiache  Chinugie. 
Bd.  ziii.  part  1,  1871,  p.  144. 
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CHAPTER    XIV. 

AFFECTIONS    OF   THE    LAUYXX    AND    TRACHEA. 

ACUTE   LARYNGITIS. 

Acute  laryngitis  is  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  larynx,  which,  for  the  most  part,  comes  on  suddenly,  is 
severe  in  character,  and  of  short  duration.  It  occurs  not  infre- 
quently as  an  idiopathic  affection,  the  result  of  sudden  or  unusual 
exposure  to  cold,  in  an  individual  subject  to  attacks  of  acute 
sore  throat ;  or  in  one  who  has  but  recently  become  convalescent 
from  some  disease  in  which  the  throat  had  been  affected,  such 
as  scarlatina,  measles,  etc.  Much  more  frequently  it  is  met 
witli  in  the  c<>ui*se  of  the  chronic  laryngitis  attendant  upon  cer- 
tain forms  of  tuberculosis  and  syphilis,  an  acute  laryngitis  from 
some  cause  or  other  becoming  superimposed  upon  the  chronic 
laryngitis  already  existing. 

The  most  frequent  direct  cause  of  acute  laryngitis  is  of  trau- 
matic origin,  su(Ji  as  the  involuntary  swallowing  of  boiling  water, 
or  caustic  solutions ;  the  breathing  of  flame,  hot  vapors,  or  acrid 
substances  ; — the  inflammation  of  the  larynx  following  imme- 
diately. The  voluntary  deglutition  of  hot  or  caustic  substances 
with  suicidal  intent  is  not  apt  to  be  followed  by  acute  laryngitis. 

^Vlien  not  of  traumatic  origin,  acute  laryngitis  is  usually 
ushered  in  by  chilliness,  which  is  quickly  followed  by  fever ;  sore 
throat  being  complained  of  very  early.  There  is  severe  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  larynx,  with  tenderness  to  pressure  externally ; 
and  there  is  a  decided  sense  of  constriction,  as  though  fi-om  a  for- 
eign body,  or  outside  pressure.  This  is  speedily  followed  by  dys- 
pna?a  and  dysphagia.  The  voice  is  not  always  affected,  but  is  usu- 
ally hoarse,  dull  and  hollow  in  timbre,  though  occasionally  shrill 
and  piping,  and  it  is  emitted  with  some  difficulty,  and  often  only 
with  actual  pain,  the  enunciation  of  a  sentence,  or  sometimes  even 
a  word,  being  interrupted  by  wheezing  and  prolonged  efforts  of 
inspiration,  symptoms  which  are  very  characteristic  of  constric- 
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tioii,  or  other  mechanical  impediment  above  the  glottis.  The 
respiration  will  be  sonorous,  sometimes  metallic.  The  cough  will 
be  hoarse,  deep,  hollow,  or  brazen,  like  that  of  croup.  As  the 
disease  progresses,  the  fever  becomes  moi*e  intense,  the  local 
symptoms  increase  in  severity,  the  patient  exhibits  anxiety  as  to 
the  result,  suffocative  paix)xysm8  of  dyspnoea  ensue,  the  counte 
nance  becomes  cyanotic,  and,  unless  relief  is  procured,  death 
Boon  occurs  bv  suffocation  and  coma. 

The  actual  amount  of  inflannnatory  action  present  is  not 
usually  of  very  great  extent,  but  the  location  of  the  parts  in- 
volved is  such  that  a  moderate  amount  of  swelling,  insepa- 
rable from  the  action  of  inflannnation  anvwhere,  interfei*es 
seriously  with  the  integrity  of  the  respiratoiT  function ;  and  it 
is  this  imjKHliment  to  respiration,  mechanically  offered  by  the 
swollen  mucous  membrane  of  the  larvnx,  that  constitutes  the 
grave  and  serious  lesion  in  this  disease. 

We  may  distiui'uish  two  forms  of  acute  larMii^itis;  one  in 
which  the  inflanunator\'  action  is  confined  more  or  less  to  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  the  other  in  which  the  inflannnation  in- 
volves the  sub-mucous  connective  tissue,  as  well  as  the  mem- 
brane. This  latter  form  is  to  be  distinguished  from  the  inflam- 
mation of  the  same  tissue  which  occcui*s  in  the  course  of  other 
complaints,  and  which  will  be  more  directly  treated  of  in  the 
section  followiuij. 

In  the  one  form  of  laryngitis,  the  entire  laryngeal  mucous 
membrane  is  very  red  and  very  much  swollen.  The  epiglottis 
is  usuallv  erect,  and  its  nnicous  membrane  is  swollen  out  tc>  two 
or  three  times  the  natural  bulk  of  the  oriran.  In  like  manner 
tliere  will  be  a  similar  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  arj'teno-epiglottic  folds,  arytenoid  cartilages,  corjmscles  of 
Santorini,  and  ventricular  bands,  and  sometimes  even  of  that 
of  the  vocal  cords.  This  swelling  is  sometimes  so  great  as  to 
leave  but  a  very  small,  irregular  opening  free  for  the  passage  of 
air ;  and  it  will  impede  greatly  the  motion  of  the  parts,  so  that 
the  patient  will  not  be  able  to  dilate  his  glottis  to  its  full  extent. 

In  consequence  of  this  condition  of  things,  there  is  great 
danger  of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  patient's  life  by  suffoca- 
tion, before  there  has  been  time  enough  for  the  parts  to  pass 
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tlirouf^h  the  regular  coiii-se  of  inflamiTiation  towards  resolution 
on  the  one  hand,  or  suppuration  on  the  other.  The  disease,  when 
not  fatal,  usually  continues  from  seven  to  ten  days.  I  have  0(j- 
easionally  seen  it,  however,  run  its  entire  course  in  fix)ni  twenty- 
four  to  fortv-eiirht  houi*s ;  and  there  are  instances  recorded  in 
which  it  continued  for  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  only. 

In  Tuild  cases  of  this  disease,  and  they  occur  more  f  recpiently 
than  is  usually  known,  there  is  very  little  swelling  of  the  parts. 
Tlie  entire  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  will  be  fiery  red, 
the  pain  severe,  the  cough  brassy,  the  voice  rough,  hoarse,  or 
piping,  but  there  will  be  no  impediment  to  respiration,  and  but 
little  to  deglutition,  and  this  more  from  the  pain  exercised  upon 
the  inflamed  structures  than  from  any  actual  obstacle  offered  on 
the  part  of  the  epiglottis  and  arytenoid  cartilages. 

In  the  second  form  of  acute  larvn<jitis,  where  the  sub-miieons 
connective  tissue  participates  in  the  inflannnatory  action,  in  part 
or  in  great  measure,  we  will  have  additional  swelling  to  that 
already  mentioned  above,  from  serous  infiltration  into  this  sub- 
mncous  connective  tissue,  and  we  will  have  all  the  symptoms, 
and  recognize  the  appearances,  to  be  described  in  the  article  on 
oedema  of  the  larvnx.  It  is  not  mere  violence  of  inflannnation 
that  produces  this  fonn  oi  the  affection,  for  in  some  instances  the 
acceleration  of  the  pulse,  heat  of  skin,  nervous  disturbance,  and 
other  phenomena  of  the  accompanying  febrile  excitement,  will 
be  much  less  than  in  the  form  of  larvnjjitis  confined  to  the  mu- 
cous  membrane.  On  the  other  hand  the  hx^al  symptoms  will 
Ik?  mnch  more  severe,  and  apjjcal  more  loudly  for  prouipt  relief. 

In  the  treatment  of  acute  laryngitis  it  is  essential  to  make  a 
proper  diagnosis  at  an  early  date,  and  to  treat  it  promptly  and 
efficiently,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  an  acute  disease,  rendered 
dangerous  not  from  the  violence  of  its  action,  but  on  account  of 
the  locality  which  is  invaded ;  and  that,  for  this  reason,  local 
treatment  takes  precedence  of  general  treatment.  The  laryn- 
goscope is  here  of  the  greatest  service,  both  as  a  means  of  accu- 
rate diagnosis,  and  as  permitting  the  efficient  application  of 
local  measures. 

The  systematic  treatment  of  inflammation  by  venesection — 
the  external  use  of  leeches,  the  internal  administration  of  reme- 
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dies  acting  upon  the  various  emunctories — is  not  applicable  here 
as  ill  inflannnation  elsewhere,  because  we  dare  not  alway§  wait 
for  the  action  of  tliese  measures.  In  mild  cases,  the  external  ap- 
plication of  leeches,  the  use  of  salines,  and  the  inlialation  of  the 
steam  of  warm  water,  or  of  astringent  solutions,  will  be  of  gi'eat 
benefit,  and  be  thoroughly  efficient,  with  j>erfect  rest,  quiet,  and 
silence.  In  severe  cases,  especially  where  there  is  a>dema,  early 
scarification  of  the  parts,  by  the  method  to  be  described  in  a  later 
pait  of  this  volume,  will  be  of  inunense  service.  By  this  proce- 
dure the  i)arts  are  at  once  disgorged  of  their  blood;  the  serum  is 
discharged  from  the  tumid  swellings;  the  local  symptoms  are 
pron)ptly  relieved,  and  respimtion  is  rendered  efficient  for  the 
pui*po6es  of  the  economy  in  her  own  efforts  at  cure.  It  is  rarely 
that  a  second  scarification  becomes  necessary. 

Where  scarification  is  inapplicable  from  waiit  of  appliances, 
w-ant  of  practice,  or  other  causes,  the  trachea  should  be  promptly 
divided,  that  the  lungs  may  receive  a  due  supply  of  air  to  enable 
the  system  to  i»ass  through  tlie  natural  stages  of  the  inflamma- 
tory process.  This  operaition  of  tracheotomy  must  not  be  delayed 
too  long,  but  should  be  i>erformed  at  the  very  firet  moment  that 
the  impediment  to  respiration  is  recognized  as  serious.  Delayed 
t(K)  long,  the  bl(XKl  will  have  become  so  poisoned  by  carboniza- 
tion that  the  relief  to  respiration  will  not  be  followed  by  efficient 
oxygenation,  and  the  patient  will  succumb  a  few  houre  after 
having  been  relieved  of  the  local  symptoms.  This  is  the  his- 
tory of  many  cases  who  perished  after  tracheotomy,  because  it 
had  been  postponed  for  a  last  resort,  when,  if  resorted  to  early, 
the  probability  is  that  it  would  have  saved  life  in  at  least  some 
of  the  instances. 

In  the  acute  laryngitis  of  traumatic  origin  there  is  an  ele- 
ment of  complication  iroin  the  destruction  of  tissue  which  is 
produced  by  tlie  accident.  In  idiopathic  acute  laryngitis,  ulcer- 
ation is  rare,  and  is  usually  encountered  only  in  pei-sons  whose 
health  has  been  seriously  impaired  by  previous  disease.  Another 
comi)licati()n,  moreover,  in  traumatic  laryngitis  which  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  is  the  formation  of  abscesses  which  require  o[)en- 
ing, — an  addition  to  the  treatment  already  described.    These  ab- 
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scesseB  usually  form  in  some  part  of  the  larynx  near  the  point 
of  injury  ;  but  they  may  occur  in  the  structures  adjacent  to  the 
larynx,  and  iriay  dip  down  the  sides  of  the  throat,  and  even 
penetmte  the  tissues  of  the  neck  so  as  to  present  externally. 

Disease  of  the  cartilages  is  not  frequent  in  acute  laryngitis. 
Occasionally  special  portions  of  the  larynx  are  the  seat  of  acute 
inflammation,  without  active  participation  of  the  adjacent  struc- 
tures. These  local  inflannnatory  processes  have  been  termed 
epiglottitis,  chorditis  vocalis,  etc.,  to  designate  the  special  seat  of 
the  inflammation.  They  are  recognized  by  laryngoscopic  in- 
spection, and  are  to  be  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  acute 
laryngitis  of  a  mild  type  affecting  the  entire  organ.  If  great 
swelling  or  oedema  take  place,  scarification  will  be  demanded. 

Although  the  severe  symptoms  of  acute  laryngitis  continue 
for  a  few  days  only,  convalescence  is  occasionally  very  tardy, 
a  subacute  catarrhal  laryngitis  sometimes  lingering  behind  for 
weeks. 

(EDKMA    OF    TUE   LARYNX. 

Under  certain  circumstances,  a  serous  or  sero-purulent  infil- 
tration takes  place  with  more  or  less  rapidity  into  the  submucous 
connective  tissue  of  the  upper  portions  of  the  larynx,  and  chief- 
ly upon  their  inner  surface.  The  result  is  first  to  impede  res- 
piration, and  subsequently  to  obstruct  it ;  and  if  the  condition 
does  not  soon  subside  spontaneously,  which  rarely  happens,  or  is 
not  promptly  relieved  by  surgical  interference,  the  patient  per- 
ishes in  a  period  varying  from  a  few  hours  to  a  few  days. 

The  most  frequent  seat  of  the  affection  is  in  the  aryteno-epi- 

glottidean  folds ;    and  both  of  them  are  usually  implicated. 

Sometimes  an  effusion  occupies  the  structures  of  the  epiglottis 

at  the  same  time,  and  sometimes  it  is  confined  to  the  epiglottis* 

Occasionally  it  implicates  the  lips  of   the  glottis,  converting 

them  into  thick  obstructing  pads,  but  the  infiltration  under 

these  circumstances  occurs  in  the  tissue  of  the  thyro-arytenoid 

muscle  itself,  rather  than  beneath  the  mucous  covering  of  the 

vocal  cord.     To  this  class  of  cases  alone  should  we  restrict  the 

term  oedema  of  the  glottis  : — a  term  unfortunately  too  generally 

employed  to  denote  every  other  a'dema  of  the  laryngeal  struc- 
22 
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tures  also.  At  times  tlie  cpdema  will  8])are  the  np]>er  ix)rtions  of 
the  larviix,  and  be  confined  to  the  tissue  innnediatelv  below 
the  vocal  cords,  and  inider  such  circumstances  the  conditif)n 
is  desii^nated  as  sub-glottic  oedema  of  the  larynx  ;  a  form  of  the 
affection  to  which  attention  was  fii-st  pn)minently  directed  bv 
Dr.  Gibb,'  who  narrates  several  instances,  and  enumemtes  some 
pathological  specimens. 

Until  the  present  century  the  pathology  of  this  disease  was 
misunderst(K>d.  Its  symptoms  were  usually  inferred  to  l)e  deiio- 
tive  of  croup  in  the  adult ;  for  although  the  affection  has  been 
known  to  attack  the  infant  at  the  breast,  and  even,  in  one  re- 
ported instance,  a  new-born  babe;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
make  its  appearani^e  in  extreme  old  age  (a  case  being  report- 
ed as  occurring  at  81),  it  is  usually  encountered  in  early  and 
middle  adult  life. 

The  illustrious  Washington  perished  in  1709  by  this  affection, 
after  an  illness  of  but  little  more  than  twentv-four  hours.  Por- 
ter*  mentions  that  one  of  the  phvsicians  who  l(»st  his  life  bv  it 
in  1808,  declared  that  his  disease  was  to  be  considered  as  croup. 
It  was  in  this  same  vear,  1808,  that  M.  G.  L.  Bavle  communi- 
cated  his  famous  ])aper  on  ajdematous  laryngeal  angina  to  the 
Society  of  the  Parisian  Sch(X)l  of  Medicine;  previous  to  which 
time,  however,  Morgagni,  in  his  letter  on  serous  a]K)plexy,  and 
afterwards  Bichat,  had  described  the  post-morteui  appearances 
of  infiltmtion  of  the  arj'teno-epiglottic  folds,  which  had  not 
been  dete(.»ted  before  death  ;  and  at  a  still  earlier  i)eriod  synifv 
toms  of  a  disease  which  must  have  been  the  same  thiuir,  had 
been  recorded  without  any  evidence  of  a  knowledge  of  the  j>e- 
culiar  lesion  which  had  given  rise  to  them. 

Gtldema  of  the  larynx  sometimes  occurs  in  the  ]>i'ogi'ess  of 
ordinary  acute  larjaigitis,  and  constitutes  the  chief  source  of 
immediate  danger  in  that  complaint.  It  is  also  often  present 
in  the  traumatic  laryngitis  caused  by  the  accidental  deglutition 


^  On  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Windpipe.  2d  edition,  London.  1864,  p.  211 
et  seq. 

'  Observations  on  the  Surgical  Pathology  of  the  Laiynx  and  Trachea.  Lon- 
don, 1887,  p.  79. 
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of  hot  liquids  or  caustic  solutions,  but  is  not  produced  when 
they  are  voluntarily  swallowed  in  suicidal  intent. 

AVTien  idiopathic,  it  is  more  frequent  in  men  than  in  women, 
and  in  free-livei's  than  in  persons  of  more  teuiperate  habits. 

It  also  occurs  sometimes  in  the  course  of  pharyngitis,  what- 
ever may  liave  been  its  origin ;  ixjcasionally,  too,  in  the  stridu- 
lous  laryngitis  of  children. 

It  sometimes  makes  its  appearance  suddenly  during  the 
course  of  other  maladies,  and  is  not  confined  to  such  as  are 
ordinarily  accompanied  by  affections  of  the  throat.'  It  is  most 
apt  to  occur  in  tlie  waning  stages  of  disease,  in  the  stage  of  con- 
valescence, or  defervescence  rather,  probably  from  want  of  due 
care  as  to  protection  from  exposure  to  currents  of  air.  Thus 
it  has  been  encountered  in  scarlatina,  measles,  smallpox,  erysipe- 
las, typhus  fever,  typhoid  fever,"  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidney, 
whooping-cough,  pulmonary  catarrh,  pneumonia,  and  in  diseases 
of  organs  productive  of  anasarca. 

It  is  sometimes  produced  in  the  course  of  chronic  laryngitis 
of  tuberculous  and  syphilitic  origin  ;  in  the  pharyngitis  accom- 
panying malignant  disease  of  the  tongue,  pharynx,  and  oesopha- 
gus, whether  directly  implicating  the  larynx  or  not ;  in  glandular 
and  other  tumors  in  the  cervical  region  ;  in  aneurism  of  the  arch 
of  the  aorta  ;  and  in  cases  of  wounds  ajjd  other  mechanical  inju- 
ries of  the  throat  and  parts  adjacent.  It  also  occurs  in  connec- 
tion wuth  the  sore  throat  of  smallpox,  and  may  prove  fatal. 

Although  occurring  in  jxjrsons  in  good  general  health,  it  is 
more  apt  to  make  it^s  appearance  in  those  of  broken-down  con- 
stitutions, or  recrently  convalescent  from  acute  disease  ;  and  in 
most  instances  there  would  ai)pear  to  be  some  peculiar  predis- 
jKwition,  the  nature  of  which  is  not  undei^stcKxl ;  for  there  are  in- 


'  Dr.  Farre  records  a  case  suddenly  supervening  in  a  case  of  jaundice  from 
obstruction  of  the  hepatic  duct. — Lancet^  April  21,  18G0,  p.  30.3. 

Dr.  W.  Moore  records  the  case  of  a  medical  gentleman  suffering  under  ab- 
dominal aneurism,  in  whom  temporary  and  recurrent  aphonia  was  found  by 
Dr.  Smyley  to  be  due  to  oedema  of  the  vocal  cords. — Dub.  Qunrt.  Jour.^  Aug. , 
18C9,  p.  13. 

*  In  this  connection,  a  valuable  paper  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Emmet  can  be 
consulted  with  advantage. — Am.  Jour.  M^^d.  JSci.,  July,  1856. 
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stances  on  record  of  more  than  one  attack  in  the  same  indi- 
vidual. 

Under  all  circumstances,  the  innnediate  exciting  cause  seems 
to  be  exposure  to  cold  and  moisture. 

The  symptoms  are  marked,  and  in  most  cases  come  on  more 
or  less  suddenly,  and  increase  in  severity  with  great  rapidity. 
There  is  usually  more  or  less  tenderness,  which  only  in  some 
cases  amounts  to  actual  pain,  with  a  sense  of  constricrtion  in  the 
throat  as  from  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body  there ;  difficulty 
of  inspiration  sometimes  accompanied  by  a  whistling  or  stridu- 
lous  sound,  aud  inci'easing,  as  the  disease  progresses,  to  all  the 
phenomena  of  imj)ending  suffocation  ;  cough  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  which  is  often  ineffective ;  feebleness,  hoarseness,  or 
extinction  of  voice ;  more  or  less  dysphagia,  which  sometimes 
amounts  to  complete  inability  to  swallow,  in  some  instances  of 
which  the  attempt  to  swallow  has  been  innnediately  productive 
of  a  fatal  issue. 

Inspection  of  the  throat  usually  reveals  more  or  less  inflamma- 
tion of  the  structures  under  sight,  and  sometimes  infiltration  of  tlie 
palate,  uvula,  tonsils,  and  occasionally  even  of  the  phar}'nx  ;  but 
very  often  no  evidence  of  the  disease  is  apparent  in  the  throat. 
The  infiltration  of  these  parts  is  most  apt  to  occm-  in  oedema, 
Uie  result  of  acute  inflammation. 

Laryngoscopic  inspection,  where  |)ossible,  and  it  is  usually 
practicable  in  skilful  hands,  reveals  tlie  nature  of  the  lesion  at 
once.  Exploration  with  the  finger  is  abnost  always  applicable, 
and  permits  the  detection  of  tlio  swollen  structures,  as  far  as  re- 
gards the  implication  of  the  epiglottis  and  the  ar}i:eno-epiglottic 
folds.  Care  must  be  taken  in  this  digital  examination,  on  ac- 
count of  the  liability  to  suffocation.  Prof.  Trousseau  mentions'  a 
case  in  which  he  induced  in  this  way  a  suffocative  paix)xysm 
which  he  was  afraid  would  prove  fatal. 

When  the  epiglottis  is  involved,  it  can  very  often  be  perceived 
on  pressing  down  the  tongue,  and  usually  appears  as  a  bladder-like 
eminence  projecting  above  the  base  of  that  organ,  varying  in 
flize  from  that  of  a  peanut,  which  it  not  unfrequently  rcsembles 


'  Clinical  Medicine.     Translation,  voL  iii,  p.  98. 
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in  shape,  to  that  of  the  bulk  of  a  wahnit ;  and  it  is  occasionally, 
as  in  two  or  three  cases  seen  by  the  writer,  constricted  in  its 
central  portion  by  the  glotto-epiglottic  ligament,  giving  the  ap- 
pearance of  two  bladders  instead  of  one.  Occasionally  the 
swollen  aryteno-epiglottic  folds  can  be  brought  in  sight  by  titil- 
lating the  base  of  the  tongue  so  as  to  produce  an  effort  of  ret<5h- 
ing,  which  raises  the  entire  larynx  ;  but  when  the  epiglottis  is 
swollen  they  are  less  apt  to  be  brought  in  sight. 

Viewed  in  the  laryngoscopic  image,  the  appearances  of  oedema 
of  the  larynx  are  very  characteristic.  A  pale  reddish,  or  some- 
times yellowish  translucent  swelling,  irregularly  globular  or  oval 
in  outline,  in  general  appearance  not  unlike  that  of  an  cedema- 
tous  prepuce,  or  oedematous  eyelid,  is  found  occupying  the  ary- 
teno-ej)iglottic  folds,  usually  both  of  them,  though  not  always  in 
equal  extent,  and  sometimes  occupying  one  side  only.  These 
swellings  project  towards  each  other,  narrowing  the  laryngeal 
entrance  into  a  mere  slit,  which  becomes  smaller  during  inspira- 
tion from  the  pressure  of  the  air  upon  the  swellings,  so  that 
sometimes  the  surfaces  adhere,  slightly  pressing  them  together, 
while  during  the  passage  of  the  expiratory  current  they  are  more 
or  less  separated,  and  sometimes  permit  a  view  of  thepai-ts  below. 
Usually  all  distinct  appearance  of  false  vocal  cord  is  oblitera- 
ted, the  entire  mass,  ary-epiglottic  fold  and  ventricular  band 
ap[)earing  as  one  structure.  The  parts  do  not  present  a  very 
vascular  aspect,  and  are  sometimes  more  or  less  covered  with 
masses  of  mucus.  When  the  epiglottis  is  affected,  it  is  seen  as 
a  huge  mucous  bag  of  limpid  fluid  overhanging  the  laryngeal 
entrance,  and  often  preventing  a  view  of  the  interior.  Some- 
times the  laryngeal  face  is  not  implicated,  but  the  lingual 
surface  and  crest  is  almost  alwtiys  affected.  When  the  disease 
does  not  occupy  the  upper  portions  of  the  larynx,  the  lower 
l)ortions  are  seen  to  project  laterally  as  (edematous  swell- 
ings. 

This  affection  is  of  a  very  serious  nature,  on  account  of  the 
liability  to  suffocation.  This  has  been  known  to  occur  at  the 
very  first  attack,  before  there  had  been  any  opix)rtunity  of 
establishing:  a  dias^nosis.     Hence  it  is  essential  t  >  be  able  to  re- 
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cognize  the  (•(nidition  promptly,  and  to  treat  it  efficiently,  for 
tenijH)rizing  treatment  may  sacrifice  a  j)atient  who  ought  to 
have  been  saved.  Usually,  however,  the  paroxysms  subside 
fljwntaneously,  leaving  intervals  of  impeded  i*espiration.  Tliis 
is  at  fii-st  confined  chiefly  to  inspiration,  on  account  of  the  pres- 
sure inwards  of  the  tumid  folds  of  membrane  bv  the  atmos- 
pheric  current ;  but,  if  the  disease  progresses,  expiration  will 
be  imj^eded  also. 

Where  the  (edema  is  dependent  on  acute  disease,  the  pamx- 
ysms  will  be  abnipt,  violent,  and  (X'cur  irregularly  at  intervals 
of  a  few  hours.  A\Tien  the  result  of  chronic  disejise,  the  dys- 
pncea  gradually  in(*reiuses  until  it  culminates  in  a  paroxysm  of 
suffocation,  which  passes  off  with  more  or  less  relief  to  the 
dyspmca,  to  recur,  as  the  disease  progresses,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  or  perhaps  a  few  weeks.  Finally,  however,  these  inter- 
vals become  shoiter,  until  several  paroxysms  occur  within  the 
twentv-four  hours,  beintr  as  a  rule  more  violent  at  ui<A\t  than  in 
the  davtime. 

« 

In  sub-glottic  oMlenui  the  breathing  is  still  more  stridulous, 
much  like  that  of  larvno-ismus  stridulus ;  but  certaintv  of  diaij- 
nosis  can  be  secured  only  by  laryngos<!opic  examination,  when 
tlie  ]>rojecting  pads  of  tumid  mucous  membrane  are  seen  be- 
neath the  v(M*al  cords,  and  encroaching  on  the  caliber  of  the 
larynx.  There  is  usually  a  more  copious  secretion  of  mu(*us 
than  in  supra  glottic  anlema,  where  thei*e  is  sometimes  hardly 
anv,  and  this  mucus  contains  more  or  less  fibrin.  In  some  of 
the  cases  recorded  bv  Dr.  Gibb,  the  contents  of  the  a>dematous 
tumors  were  essentially  fibrinous,  and  sinndating  new  growths. 

The  best  treatment  for  this  condition  is  efficient  scarification 
of  the  tumid  swelling.  This  gives  egress  to  the  pent-up  fluids, 
and  usually  ariwsts  the  threatening  symptoms  at  once.  This 
may  readily  be  done  with  a  long  curved  bistoury,  protected  to 
within  a  line  or  two  of  its  point,  and  directed  to  the  part^  by 
the  guidance  of  the  finger  upon  the  swelling,  or  upon  the 
epiglottis.     Prof.  Buc^k,  of  New  York,  has  devised*  an  excel- 


'  (Edematous  Lar>'iigitis,  etc.,  Trans.  Am.  Med.   Asii'n.,  Vol.  i.  p.  135  et 
seq. ;   illustrated. 
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lent  knife  for  this  purpose  (Fig.  62),  which,  if  at  hand,  is  Uj 
be  preferred  to  the  bistoury.  Wlien  the  larYngoscoi)e  is  em- 
ployed, the  laryngeal  knife  offers  a  more  secure  method  of  ope- 

Fig.ea. 


r 


Backus  knife  for  scarifying  an  oedomatooa  laxynx. 

rating,  and  with  less  danger  of  wounding  parts  that  should  not 
be  cut  into.  The  epasm  produced  is  usually  insignificant.  Tliere 
is  not  a  great  deal  of  bleeding  as  a  rule,  a  drachm  or  two  perhaps, 
and  sometimes  hardly  any  ;  but  occasionally,  as  has  happened 
in  tlie  A\Titer  8  exjxjrience,  the  bleeding  has  been  profuse,  re- 
quiring the  most  assiduous  effortis  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to 
expectorate  the  blood  flowing  down  the  larynx,  so  that,  despite 
the  i*elief  to  the  general  dyspna^a,  the  patient  has  had  to  cough 
for  his  life  ;  and  in  one  instance,  where  cedema  of  the  aryteno- 
epiglottic  folds  had  ensued  suddenly  during  a  laryngitis  of 
syphilitic  origin,  it  required  the  external  and  internal  appli- 
cation of  ice  for  many  minutes  to  restrain  a  bleeding  of  really 
alanning  character ;  so  that  tracheotomy  was  determined  upon 
in  case  of  a  return  of  the  cedematous  condition,  which  fortunate- 
ly did  not  take  place.  Where  the  bleeding  is  but  slight,  it 
should  be  encoiira<j:ed  bv  warm  water  or  the  inhalation  of 
steam.  Scarification  of  the  external  portion  of  the  folds,  or 
their  external  edges,  is  not  liable  to  this  objection  of  excessive 
hemorrhage,  and  has  l>een  resorted  to  by  the  writer  in  two  or 
three  instances  occurring  more  recently,  and  with  satisfactory 
success.  After  the  scarification,  the  parts  present  a  wrinkled 
appearance,  with  bloody  marks  of  the  incisions,  as  examined 
with  the  lar}'ngos(?()pe. 

In  csises  of  acute  ojdema,  a  second  scarification  is  rarelv  re- 
quisite,  esiKJcially  when  the  progress  of  the  affection  can  be 
watched  with  the  laryngoscoj)e ;  but  where  the  a»dema  occurs 
in  the  progress  of  chronic  affec'tions  of  the  larynx,  the  opera- 
tion may  be  required  again  and  again. 

Where  the  symptoms  are  very  urgent,  that  is  to  say,  where 
death  is  imminent  at  the  moment,  the  proper  procedure  would 
appear  to  consist  in  opening  the  trachea  without  delay. 
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This  does  not  always  succeed  in  rescuinj:^  the  patient.  Two 
eases  of  this  kind,  followed  bv  fatal  results,  are  recorded  bv 
Drs.  Pitman  and  Paire/ 

The  trachea  is  to  be  opened  in  preference  to  the  larvnx,  in 
consequence  of  its  pi'eater  distance  fn>ni  the  seat  of  the 
disease,  and  the  lesser  liability  to  protraction  of  the  com])laint, 
as  well  as  for  the  reason  that  the  disease  nuiv  be  exten<linf!: 
low  down  in  the  larvnx,  and  therefore  exist  at  the  verv  seat 
selected  for  an  opening  into  the  larynx.  Life  being  tlius 
saved,  scarification  of  the  a^deniatous  stnicture  may  be  ]>ur- 
Bued  with  more  delibei-ation.  Under  circumstances  of  <rreai 
urgency,  an  oixMiing  must  be  made  below  into  the  trachea  with 
the  p<K*k€*t-knife,  if  no  surgical  instrument  is  at  liand,  and  with- 
out nnv  dissection,  the  delav  for  which  niav  result  in  the  loss  of 
the  patient.  The  case  is  so  desj)ei-ate  as  to  be  rescued  only  by 
desperate  means. 

Prof.  Stromever  recommends  burstin^j  tlic  bladder-like  swell- 
ing  by  a  smart  stroke  of  the  finger  at  the  moment  of  examina- 
tion. The  epiglottis,  when  involved,  may  thus  be  firmly  pressed 
aorainst  the  i*o<>t  of  the  ton<;ue,  and  would  be  verv  apt  to  suflFer 
rupture  ()f  its  nuu'ous  membrane  under  a  powerful  stroke  from 
the  finger.  Wbere  this  can  be  done  it  would  ai)i>ear  to  be  more 
desirable  than  scarification,  at  least  in  the  first  instance. 

Wliere  j)ressure  or  scarification  fails  to  give  immediate  relief, 
tracheotomv  should  be  resorted  to  at  once,  for  the  disease 
threatens  death  by  suffocation  before  any  imju-ession  can  be 
made  by  ordinary  antiphlogistic  i*emedies  ;  although  it  is  due  to 
it  to  say,  that  cases  have  re(?overed  under  general  antij^hlogistic 
treatment ;'  and  one,  in  j)articular,  rei>oi'te<l  by  Dr.  Robei-ts,*  is 
interesting  from  the  fact,  that  the  subject  died  in  a  subsecpient 
attack  fourteen  years  afterwards.  Frequent  pressure  of  the 
parts,  with  a  view  to  absorption,  is  hardly  worthy  of  mention 
as  a  metluKl  of  treatment ;  and  catheterism  of  the  lai^nx,  more 
lionored    in   this   connection    by  breach   than    by   observance. 

»  Lancet,  April  21,  1860,  p.  392. 

•Vide  Mcd.-Chir.  Trans.     Vol.  v.,  p.  150,  Mr.  Wilson.    Ibid,  vol.  ix.,  p.  31, 
Dr.  Arnold     Edinb.  Mid  and  Surg.  Jour.,  vol.  x.,  p.  284,  Mr.  Anderson. 
*  Med.'CMrnrg.  Tratit.,  vol.  vi.,  p.  135. 
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Prof.  Tronsseaii*  has  recorded  a  severe  case  of  oedema  of  the 
epiglottis  and  ary-epiglottic  folds,  which  was  promptly  relieved 
by  inhalations  of  tannin ;  and  a  couple  of  instances  in  which 
narcotic  inhalations  had  a  verj'  happy  effect  have  been  related 
elsewhere  by  the  writer.*  But  treatment  by  inhalation  must 
be  very  rarely  applicable,  and  not  at  all  so  where  the  symptoms 
are  urgent.  In  one  of  the  author's  cases  referred  to,  it  was  not 
employed  with  the  hope  of  a  favorable  result,  but  as  a  means  of 
temporar}'  alleviation  while  in  quest  of  an  instrument  for  scari- 
fication. 

Sub-glottic  oedema  demands  the  performance  of  tracheotomy, 
if  the  effusion  cannot  be  ])romptly  subdued  by  the  use  of  constitu- 
tional measures,  and  the  inhalation  of  steam,  astringent  sprays, 
etc. ;  scarification  being,  on  account  of  the  situation  of  the 
infiltration,  almost  always  impracticable.  If  delayed  too  long 
in  this  form,  even  tracheotomy  may  be  impotent  to  save  the 
patient,  an  unfortmiate  case  of  which  kind  occun'ed  a  few 
years  ago  in  the  author's  ])ractice. 

The  oedema  which  occurs  during  the  progress  of  chronic 
laryngeal  disease  usually  comes  on  j^radually,  rai*ely  insidiously, 
and  mav  continue  fc^r  several  weeks  and  even  months  without 
producing  any  suffocative  symptoms ;  and  this  even  when  the 
entrance  into  the  larynx  is  verv  much  obstructed  by  the  swell- 
ing.  It  seems  as  if  the  system  gradually  accustomed  itself  to  a 
narrowing  of  the  air-passages  on  the  one  hand,  while  on  the 
other,  the  general  ill-health  of  the  patient  and  the  lack  of  active 
exercise  seems  to  make  less  demand  for  a  large  supply  of  atmos- 
pheric; air.  Certain  it  is  that  an  amount  of  crdema  is  tolerated  in 
chronic  aff^ections  of  the  larynx,  which  would  produce  symptoms 
of  intense  dyspnoea  if  it  occurred  suddenly. 

The  laryngoscope  furnishes  the  only  certain  means  of  diag- 
nosis in  these  cases. 

The  oedema  is  more  apt  to  be  confined  to  one  side  than  in  the 
acute  variety,  probably  because  tlie  laryngeal  affection  is  one- 
sided. 


1  CUnique  Medicale  de  rHotel-Dieo.     Paris,  18G1,  p.  475. 

*  Inhalation ;  its  Therapeutics  and  Practice.     Philad.,  1867,  p.  138. 
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In  tliese  cases  the  coiulition  is  often  due  to  diseiise  of  the  larvn- 
gc»al  (rartihiges  which  hav^  become  (jarions ;  and  the  necr<:>sed 
cartilaires  are  ])i()ductive  of  hirvnireal  abscesses  on  their  wav  to 
the  exterior, — here,  the  interior  of  the  tube;  and  senvp undent 
secretion  will  take  jdace  in  the  adjacx^nt  submucous  connective 
tissue,  producing  the  phenomena  of  laryngeal  (jedema.  The  cri- 
coid cartilage  and  the  arytenoids  are  the  most  prone  to  become 
diseased  in  this  manner;  but  the  other  cartilages  jn^ssess  no  im- 
munity. Sometimes  the  detached  [M)rti()ns  of  dead  cartilage 
are  expectomted  in  coughing,  and  there  is  rapid  abatement  in 
the  urgency  of  the  dyspnceatic  symptoms ;  but  without  any  real 
pmgress  towards  cure  of  the  disease.  It  is  only  occ^isionally 
that  the  sequester  can  be  seen  by  means  of  the  laryngosct>pe, 
and  detached  with  forceps ;  and  if  any  difficulty  in  detachment 
presents  it*self,  tracheotomy  may  be  necessary,  if  the  integrity 
of  the  caliber  of  the  tube  is  threatened. 

Opening  the  trachea  for  the  puq)ose  of  setting  the  larynx  at 
rest  in  chronic  affections,*  as  was  formerly  advised  in  certain 
quartei-s,  is  not  justifiable;  for  the  affection  terminates  in 
deatli,  and  the  respite  is  hardly  worth  its  cost.  Scarifications, 
followed  by  the  local  apphcation  of  astringent  sohitions,  inchul- 
ing,  as  such,  sohitions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  chloride  of  gold, 
chloride  of  zinc,  aiul  the  like,  with  emollient  and  narcotic 
inhalations,  constitutes  ])erhaj)S  the  best  treatment.  IMisters 
and  other  external  counter-irritants  rarely  do  g<X)d,  and  are 
often  pr<Hluctive  of  injury. 

In  illustration  of  the  immense  value  of  the  laryngoscope  in 
determining  the  exact  condition  of  jmrts  in  cedema  of  the 
larynx,  and  thus  watching  the  effects  of  remedies,  the  two  cases 
following,  from  several  re(rorded  in  the  authors  note-books, 
may  be  instanced,  in  which  the  prompt  institution  of  local 
antiphlogistic  metusures  controlled  the  progress  of  the  disease, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  would  probably  have  in- 
creased in  severity,  and  j)erhaps  have  demanded  the  perform- 
ance of  tracheotomy,  or,  at  least,  of  scarification. 


^  Porter,  '^On  the  Larynx  and  Trachea/*  p.  118,  states  that  several  cases 
have  been  published  strongly  exemplifying  the  value  of  this  practice  with  the 
view  of  placing  the  larynx  in  that  state  of  quiescence  so  uecessaxy  to  the 
healing  of  a  sore  anywhere. 
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(Edema  Laryngis. — Mrs.  E.  S ap])lied  at  0  p.m.  on  the 

night  of  April  14, 1806,  on  account  of  great  oppression  in  breath- 
ing, which  had  gradually  supervened  on  exposure  to  cold  some 
forty-eight  houi-s  previously.  The  palate  and  arches  were  in- 
flamed, as  was  also  the  larynx,  and  both  ary -epiglottic  folds  were 
in  a  marked  state  of  oedema.  The  symptoms  were  severe,  but  not 
urgent.  Pure  sulphuric  ether  was  projected  upon  the  parts  by 
means  of  the  hand-ball  spray  producer,  and  the  patient  was  then 
made  to  inhale  from  Siegle's  steam-nebulizing  apparatus  an  ounce 
of  a  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa.  On  the  following 
day  she  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  relieved  from  her  dis- 
tressing symptoms.  There  was  still  a  little  hoarseness,  but  there 
was  no  longer  any  obstruction  to  resj)iration.  The  larynx  was 
still  congested,  but  the  a?dematous  condition  of  the  folds  had  al- 
most completely  subsided.  A  douche  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  fifteen 
grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  was  propelled  ujxni  the  parts  sev- 
eral times,  which  completed  the  treatment  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. 

(Edema  Laiyngis  cured  "by  Alum-Water. — Mi-s.  F 


a^t.  40,  applied  to  me  June  1st,  1806,  with  (edematous  infiltration 
of  both  arytenoid  cartilages  and  ary-epiglottic  folds.  Frequent 
inhalations  of  the  spray  of  strong  alum-water  promoted  the  re- 
sorption of  the  effusion  in  forty-eight  hours.  A  year  or  two 
afterwards,  this  patient  applied  again,  with  an  oedema  which  had 
progressed  as  far  as  on  the  previous  occasion,  and  it  was  promptly 
subdued  bv  the  same  means. 

CURONIC    LARYNGITIS. 

Chronic  inflammation  of  the  larynx  is  apt  to  <K*cur  during 
the  progress  of  chronic  pulmonary  phthisis;  jus  one  of  the  later 
manifestations  of  syphilis  ;  as  an  accompaniment  of  carcinoma- 
tous disease  ;  as  the  result  of  long-con tinueil  irritation  from  mi- 
nute particles  of  extraneous  matter  inhaled  by  accident,  or  in 
the  course  of  special  employments ;  as  an  extension  of  bron- 
chitis and  tracfheitis  ;  as  the  result  of  fi-equent  attacks  of  catar- 
rhal laryngitis ;  and,  very  rarely,  as  a  se<piel  to  acute  laryngitis. 

Sometimes  an  apparently  idiopathic  case  of  chronic  laryngi- 
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tis  is  encountered,  without  being  referable  to  any  particular 
cause  of  initial  disturbance. 

Chronic  laryngitis,  however  piinluced,  is  liable  to  terminate  in 
ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane,  produchig  the  condition 
designated  as  ulcerative  chronic  laryngitis.  In  some  respects 
these  forms  of  the  disease  varv,  but  in  vervmanv  thevare  alike, 
as  to  the  si^at  and  appearance  of  the  ulceratic»ns. 

The  chronic  laryngitis  without  apparent  cause,  which,  for 
convenience,  may  be  styled  idioi>athic,  is  the  least  liable  to  take 
on  ulcerative  action. 

In  most  instances,  the  trachea  participates  in  the  inflamma- 
tion more  or  less  cxtensivelv  ;  and  in  some  there  is  also  an  in- 
active  inflammatory  condition  of  the  pharyngeal  and  nasal  nui- 
cous  membranes,  which  is  sometimes  antecedent  to  the  larvnireal 
affection,  and  sometimes  subsequent  to  it. 

As  seen  with  the  laryngoscope,  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
parts  involved  is  always  more  or  less  congested,  and  the  color 
varies  fn)m  a  more  deepening  of  the  nonnabpink  or  red,  to  a 
deep-red,  brownish-red,  and  in  some  cases  a  purplish-red.  En- 
larged superficial  veins  are  sometimes  seen  coursing  upon  the 
surface,  very  often  confined  to  the  epiglottis,  though  sometimes 
observed  upon  the  ary-epigk>ttic  folds,  and  occasionally  on  the 
vocal  conls  themselves. 

Very  often  the  membrane  has  also  a  velvety  appearance,  and 
looks  as  if  it  were  thickened  or  indurated.  The  vocal  cords  do 
not  always  participate  in  the  general  condition ;  their  color 
often  appearing  even  whiter  than  natural  by  the  contrast.  Thev 
are  usually  involved,  however,  and  then  they  will  be  of  a  pink- 
color,  from  which  thev  mav  vary  to  a  red  as  intense  as  that  of 
the  other  ix>rtions  of  the  larynx.  The  cartilages  of  Santorini 
are  very  apt  to  be  unusually  prominent,  with  club!)ed  globular 
outline,  and  very  red  in  color ;  and  if  there  be  any  deix>sit  of 
mucus  it  is  apt  to  be  seen  in  the  inter-arytenoid  fold  of  membrane 
at  their  base.  Clumps  of  mucus  sometimes  collect  u|X)n  the 
ventricular  bands,  and  als(j  adhere  to  the  vocal  conls,  stretching 
often  in  viscid  strands  from  one  side  to  the  other.  The  vocal 
cords  are  very  apt  to  be  thickened  at  their  edges,  even  when  not 
much  changed  in  color.     In  some  instances,  the  entire  interior 
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of  the  larj-nx  is  batlied  in  a  glairy  mucus.  The  epiglottis  is 
very  likely  tor  show  some  erosion  upon  its  edge,  even  when  no 
similar  appearance  can  be  detected  elsewhere.  When  the  tra- 
chea is  involved,  the  membrane  covering  the  rings  is  reddened, 
and  the  color  of  the  intermediate  portions  deepened  into  a  darker 
red. 

In  severe  cases  the  mucous  membrane  is  ulcerated,  and  usual- 
ly in  several  places ;  most  frequently  perhaps  upon  the  posterior 
laryngeal  wall,  the  ary-epiglottic  folds,  and  upon  the  posterior 
portions  of  the  vocal  cords  ;  and  upon  these  localities  we  some- 
times discover  small  irregular  papillary  excrescences,  usually 
proliferations  of  pavement  epithelium  ;  sometimes  of  connective 
tissue  elements. 

The  epiglottis  is  often*  thickened,  sometimes  to  four  or  five 
times  its  nonnal  dimension ;  sometimes  it  appears  to  be  softened 
and  flaccid,  and  not  unfrequently  has  undergone  some  altera- 
tion in  shape,  with  loss  of  symmetry.  In  other  cases  it  is  nodu- 
lated and  spongy  in  appearance.  After  a  certain  length  of 
time,  more  or  less  ulceration  occurs  in  various  parts  of  the  mu- 
cous membrane,  but  chiefly  in  tuberculous  and  syphilitic  cases. 

There  are  no  specific  appearances  distinguishing  syphilitic 
ulceration  from  that  occurring  in  tuberculosis.  The  edges  of 
the  ulcer,  in  syphilis,  are  perhaps  more  frequently  sharp  in  out- 
line, the  surroimding  tissue  redder  in  color,  and  the  superficies 
of  the  ulcer  less  regular  in  appearance.  The  additionjil  ele- 
ments of  each  case  nuist  be  duly  considered  to  arrive  at  a  dif- 
ferential  diagnosis.  Ulcerations  n(;t  unfre^juently  invade  the 
epiglottis  at  its  base,  or  are  studded  irregularly  along  its  laryn- 
geal face,  and  then  are  apt  to  be  deeply  excavated,  even  in 
tuberculous  cases. 

The  evidence  of  ulceration  in  the  trachea  is  sometimes  recog- 
nized with  the  laryngoscope,  but,  seen  as  it  is  in  perspective,  it 
affords  a  vague  idea  only  of  the  extent  to  which  this  ulceration 
may  have  progressed.  The  post-mortem  appearances  often  ex- 
hibit a  much  greater  amount  of  destruction  than,  from  the  laryn- 
goscopic  appearances,  was  supposed  to  have  existed  during  life. 
Care  must  be  taken  not  to  mistake  as  ulcers  little  clumps  of 
mucus  adhering  to  the  various  parts.     The  application  of  a 
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inoisteiiecl  8jK)iigeor  of  a  shower  of  warm-water  spray  will  often 
detach  the  iiiucus  and  show  the  membrane  beneath  to  be  im- 
abi'aded.  The  nlcer^  are  almost  nsnallv  covered  with  a  ^ravish 
or  ash-colored  pus,  which  presents  great  variety  of  appearance, 
and  upon  its  forcible  removal,  by  compression  with  a  bit  of 
sponge,  the  ulcei*s  almost  invariably  bleed,  but  not  freely.  These 
ulcers  are  sometimes  of  very  great  extent,  and  when  near  the 
points  of  articulation  of  the  cartilages  with  each  other  and  with 
the  voc^l  cords,  are  apt  to  be  connected  with  necrosis  of  the 
cartilage  from  ulcerative  jKU'i chondritis,  which  has  usually  pre- 
ceded their  forujation.  In  tuberculous  cases  the  ulcerations 
heal  slowly,  and  often  reappear  in  the  same  or  other  situations. 
The  syphilitic  ulcer,  when  once  cicatrized,  is  apt  to  remain 
healed.  Ulceration  without  constitntiomil  taint  heals  readily 
and  permanently,  as  a  rule,  under  judicious  nmnagement. 

Besides  the  accumulations  of  mucus  in  the  interior  of  the 
larynx  })roper,  there  is  almost  always  to  be  observed  an  accumu- 
lation of  nnicus,  or  nmcus  and  saliva,  in  the  pyramidal  sinuses 
just  outside  the  lateral  walls  of  the  interior  of  the  larynx,  and  in 
the  vallecula^  between  the  tongue  and  the  epiglottis.  Sometimes 
these  parts  ])articipate  actively  in  the  diseased  condition,  and  are 
seen  to  be  inliumed  and  even  ulcerated.  Ulcers  in  these  loca- 
tions seem  to  be  more  amenable  to  treatment  than  the  intra- 
laryngeal  ulcers.  By  and  by,  as  the  disease  progresses,  it  is 
almost  certain  to  involve  the  pharynx,  palate,  and  all  the  adja- 
cent structures,  if  tliev  have  not  become  affected  early  in  the 
complaint;  and  ulcerations  o(jcur  here  of  the  same  character  as 
within  and  about  the  larvnx. 

Deposits  of  the  i)rodu(^ts  of  inHammation  occur  in  the  sub- 
nmcous  tissue  of  the  larvn<real  mucous  mend>rane,  and  this  to 
such  extent  sometimes  as  to  compromise  the  maintenance  of  the 
caliber  of  the  tube.  They  are  most  frequent  below  the  glottis, 
but  may  involve  the  lips  of  the  glottis  itself,  and  also  those 
}>ortions  of  the  larynx  above  it.  This  produces  a  condition 
known  as  stenosis  of  the  larynx.  A  condition  of  stenosis  also 
occurs,  sometimes,  as  a  consequence  of  the  cicatrization  which 
takes  place  upon  the  healing  of  ulcerations,  or  of  parts  which 
have  suffered  injury  in  cases  of  w^oundsor  fracture  of  thclarynx. 
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The  syniptomft  of  chronic  laryngitis,  at  first,  are  iisually  alto- 
gether inadequate  to  explain  the  amount  <^)f  disease  present,  even 
in  cases  of  ulceration  involving  the  vocal  cords  ;  unless  there  is 
extensive  ulceration  of  the  epiglottis,  giving  rise  to  dysphagia. 
In  ordinarv  cases  there  exists  onlv  a  disai^reeable  sense  of  un- 
easiness,  with  moderate  hoarseness  and  a  sense  of  tickling,  which 
induces  an  irresistible  desire  to  couj^h.  There  is  usnallv  a 
copious  discharge  of  nuicus  or  muco-i)us,  which,  in  ulcerate<i 
cases  princij)ally,  is  sometimes  streaked  with  bl<HMl.  The  ex- 
pectoration is-  usually  most  cojuous  in  the  m<a*nings,  from  ac- 
cumulation durinif  ni<^ht. 

As  the  disease  progresses  these  symptoms  become  gradually 
more  and  more  distressins: ;  the  ijeneral  system  becomes  afiFected 
with  irritative  fever,  which  often  assumes  the  ])eriodical  char- 
acter and  is  accom])anied  by  diaph(»resis ;  the  j)ulse  rises  to  9(', 
100,  112,  120  l)eats  in  the  mijnite,  and  keeps  there.  Symptoms 
of  gastric  and  intestinal  disorder  supervene.  The  cough  becomes 
inoi*e  troublesome,  painful,  and  of  longer  ct)ntinuance;  the  par- 
oxysms (>f  cough,  towards  the  last,  bathing  the  patient  witli 
sweat,  and  pnxlucing  great  debility,  so  that  finally  effective 
coughing  is  often  impossible.  The  dysphagia  becomes  intense 
as  the  ulceration  of  epiglottis  and  top  of  larynx  increases  in  ex- 
tent, so  that,  in  many  cases,  deglutition  finally  becomes  im{X)s- 
sible,  usually  fii*st  as  regards  fluids,  and  aftenvards  with  solids 
also.  Everything  swallowed  is  painfully  regurgitated,  and  the 
thirst  cannot  be  allayed  by  ordinarv  means,  so  that  the  patient 
often  perishes  from  actual  starvation. 

The  pain,  especially  when  the  epiglottis  is  dee])ly  ulcerated 
at  the  side,  runs  into  the  ears,  so  much  so  at  times  that  the 
patient  (•om])lains  nuicli  more  of  the  pain  in  the  eai*s  than  of 
that  in  the  larvnx ;  and  this  is  increased  bv  swallowiufj  or  bv 
hnral  applications,  and  is  dependent  on  irritation  of  the  auricular 
branch  of  the  luieumogastric  nerve,  j»robably  from  undermining 
of  the  tissues  in  its  neiirhborlKK)d  bv  extension  of  the  ulcerative 
process  outwards  towards  the  pharynx. 

The  voice,  which  at  first  is  perhaps  natural,  becoming  husky 

onlv  on  exertion,  irraduallv  becomes  habituallv  hoarse,  and  mav 

eventuallv  bec<ime  extinct.     The  character  of  the  voice,  how- 
ft  ' 
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evej-,  does  not  depend  upon  the  amount  of  disease  present  in 
the  vocal  cords,  as  much  as  it  is  generally  6up})osed  to  do.  The 
voice  is  sometimes  perfectly  natural  when  the  cords  are  quite 
red  in  color ;  an<l  often  remains  tolerably  good  when  there  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  ulcenition  \i\Km  them.  Thickening  of 
the  vocal  cords  from  intei*stitial  deposit,  and  not  from  vascular 
turgescence  merely,  always  produces  hoai-seness;  and  their  de- 
struction by  ulcerative  action  entails  aphonia. 

Hoarseness  is  sometimes  present  to  a  marked  degree  with 
very  little  evidence  of  disease  in  the  cords  themselves.  It  is 
probable  that  a  paralysis  occurs  from  deposition  of  inflamma- 
tory proilucts  between  the  fibres  of  the  laryngeal  muscles ;  and 
sometimes  from  local  irritation  of  the  terminal  filaments  of  the 
nerves  of  the  larvnx.  Under  these  circumsUinces  it  will  be 
undei*stood  why  a  diminution  of  the  dysphonia,  so  often  present- 
ing in  chronic  disease  of  the  larynx,  or  a  return  of  voice,  iis  it 
is  called,  is  by  no  means  indicative  of  an  impix>vement  as 
regards  the  local  ])rogress  of  the  disease;  and  this  will  be  found 
an  important  element  regarding  the  prognosis. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  vocal  cords  may  be  deeply  congested 
without  pixxlucing  a  marked  degree  of  hoai-seness,  and  merely 
moderate  hoarseness  may  ensue  upon  extensive  ulceration  of 
the  tissues  of  the  cords.  The  character  of  voice,  therefore, 
cannot  give  any  certain  indication  of  the  condition  of  the 
vocal  cords,  which  is  to  be  learned  only  from  laryngoscopic 
inspection. 

Many  cases  of  chronic  laryngitis  appear  to  occur  without 
being  preceded  by  the  acute  disease  in  any  of  its  forms.  The 
story  will  run,  if  the  patient  was,  or  remains,  otherwise  in  com- 
parative good  health,  that  without  exposure  to  cold,  or  any  other 
accountable  cause,  there  gradually  arose  a  recognition  that  there 
was  some  slight  trouble  in  the  thi-oat.  An  occasional  and  often 
momentary  huskiness  of  voice  in  speaking,  an  occasional  expec- 
toration of  a  little  pellet  of  glairy  or  viscid  nnicus,  with  a  sense 
of  dryness  in  the  throat,  leading  to  frequent  insalivation,  and 
now  and  then  a  slight  sense  of  impediment  to  respiration  at 
night,  the  patient  being  awakened  by  a  sense  of  suffocation,  as 
if  the  epiglottis  had  become  wedged  across  tlie  pharynx,  a  sensa- 
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tion  readily  relieved  by  swallowing  saliva  or  a  draught  of  water. 
These,  perhaps,  would  be  all  the  iucouveiiieuces  that  the  patient 
would  be  conscious  of,  and  they  might  occur  so  seldom  that 
they  would  hardly  attract  notice  when  they  wei-e  not  present. 
Then,  after  a  while,  soreness  supervenes,  or  occasional  [)ains  with 
increased  expectoration,  j>erhaps  with  entire  subsidence  of  the 
strangulating  spasm,  and  partial  subsidence  of  the  state  of  dry- 
ness.    In  some  cases  there  is  increased  drvness. 

In  this  state  the  patient  may  remain  for  years,  his  general 
health  unimpaired,  and,  the  condition  of  chronic  laryngitis 
having  become  constitutional,  suifering  but  little  with  his 
throat,  except  when  the  symptoms  of  his  disease  were  exasperat- 
ed by  over-exposure,  over-work,  or  over-indulgence. 

There  is  a  form  of  chronic  laryngitis  sometimes  met  with, 
most  frequently  in  young  adults  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  which,  although  attributed  by  the  patient  to  a 
severe  cold,  or  sore  tliroat,  as  the  initial  disturbance,  seems 
rather  to  be  due  in  great  part  to  over-feeding,  accompanied 
nsually  with  the  abuse  of  condiments.  At  any  rate  it  appears 
to  be  kept  up  by  this  habit.  The  free  use  of  alcohol,  though 
indulged  in  in  many  of  these  cases,  is  not  an  essential  factor 
in  the  prcxluction  of  the  aifection,  for  it  is  encountered  in  a 
marked  form  in  individuals  altogether  unaccustomed  to  the  use 
of  stinuilants.  In  these  cases,  there  is  usually  a  dusky  hue  of 
tlie  skin,  and  perhaps  the  presence  of  sebaceous  follicles  or 
pimples  on  the  forehead  and  sides  of  the  face.  The  general 
health  is  g(X)d,  unless  we  except  a  tendency  to  costiveness, 
occasioning  resort,  now  and  then,  to  laxatives.  The  skin  is 
moist  and  the  extremities  warm.  The  pulse  is  usually  full  and 
slow.  The  tongue  is  red,  or  reddish-bmwn,  thick,  puify,  the 
papilliB  prominent,  and  it  is  covered  at  its  base  with  a  creamy 
fur,  which  projects  more  or  less  irregularly  in  streaks  towards 
the  tip.  In  some  cases  a  mere  inspection  shows  a  clean  tongue, 
but  an  examination  reveals  the  coating  at  the  l>ase  of  the  organ. 
Tlie  mucous  membrane  of  the  pharynx,  palate,  and  palatine 
arches  is  relaxed  and  puffy,  the  tonsils  often  a  little  en- 
larged, and  one  side  usually  more  so  than  the  other;  and  the 
23 
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uvula  is  generally  relaxed  to  a  slight  degree.  The  ft»llieles  of 
the  throat  are  not  prominent,  as  in  follicular  pharyngitis,  but 
the  whole  membrane  l(H>ks  as  if  underlaid  bv  a  laver  of  ef- 
fused  lymph  bulging  the  nnu'ous  membrane  forwards.  The 
posterior  portion  of  the  uvula  and  palate,  and  the  upper  ix^rtion 
of  the  pharynx,  as  well  as  the  nasopharyngeal  region,  will  be 
found  in  the  same  puffy  condition.  Usually  the  parts  are  deeper 
in  color  than  is  normal,  but  very  often  the  color  is  unchanged. 
The  entire  larynx,  howevei*,  is  always  congested,  and  the  vocal 
cords  are  pink  or  red  instead  of  being  white  or  whitish.  This  red- 
ness of  the  cords  is  greatest  at  their  arytenoidal  insertions,  so 
that  the  macular  Ha  vie  have  become  macular  rubne.  The  mu- 
cous membrane  covering  the  cartilages  of  Santorini  are  quite 
red  and  puffy,  and  a  similar  condition  extends  more  or  less 
along  the  whole  ary-epiglottic;  fold.  A  streak  or  pellet  of 
mucus  often  occupies  the  inter-arytenoidal  connnissure,  and 
nnicus  is  often  also  adherent  along  the  lateral  walls  of  the 
larynx,  representing  accunnilations  coughed  up  fi-om  time  to 
time,  but  not  yet  coughed  out.  This  coughing  keeps  up  the 
congestion  of  the  larynx.  The  tnichea  often  participates  in  the 
congestion.  The  mucus  in  the  trachea  is  very  adherent,  and 
seems  to  require  a  good  deal  of  effort  to  disk>dge  it.  I  have 
watched  its  progress  up  the  trachea,  from  ring  to  ring  almost, 
gaining  a  little  at  each  cough,  until  finally  it  reaches  the 
larynx.  The  hoarseness,  in  this  complaint,  is  marked  and  con- 
stant ;  less  evident  in  singing  than  in  ordinary  conversation ; 
more  marked  early  in  the  morning,  and  after  a  meal.  There  is 
a  sense  of  fulness  in  the  throat,  a  consciousness  of  the  presence 
of  a  layer  of  phlegm  to  be  hawked  up  or  coughed  up  with 
a  laryngeal  cough.  There  is  no  pain,  but  a  constant  conscious- 
ness of  an  uncomfortable  sensation,  which  is  very  annoying. 
Sleep  is  usually  good,  and  the  mattei*s  are  expectorated  freely 
in  the  morning,  after  which  the  expectoration  is  light,  and 
sometimes  almost  unnoticed  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  It  usually 
comes  up  in  little  clumps  which  have  become  formed  by  the 
accunmlations  coughed  from  time  to  time  into  the  larynx. 
These  are  usually  yellowish  in  color.     Sometimes  the  clumps 
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exi)ectx)ratecl  early  in  the  inoniing  are  brownish,  and  occasion- 
ally almost  black. 

In  other  cases  the  expectoration  is  more  profuse,  interfer- 
ing with  sleep ;  and  there  may  be  dyspepsia,  giddiness,  head- 
ache, and  more  or  less  manifestation  of  general  nervous  dis- 
turbance. This  condition  niav  be  called  a  chronic  catarrhal 
laryngitis. 

The  treatment  that  I  have  fonrd  most  efti(dent  under  these 
conditions  consists  in  an  inhalation  of  carbolic  acid  or  iodine, 
or  a  combination  of  the  two,  sometimes  of  muriate  of  ammonia, 
with  counter-irritation,  in  obstinate  cases,  at  the  nape  of  the 
neck  or  over  the  larynx  anteriorly. 

The  diet  is  to  be  restricted,  condiments  avoided,  and  stim- 
ulants interdicted;  and  to  assist  digestion,  five  drops  of  Fowlers 
solution  of  arsenic  may  be  taken  after  every  dimier  or  principal 
meal.  When  this  does  not  suffice,  ten  or  fifteen  grains  of  pep- 
sine  are  to  be  taken  with  each  meal,  and  each  meal  is  to  be 
followed  by  a  glass  of  water  acidulated  with  a  few  drops  of 
muriatic  or  nitro-muriatic  acid,  or  the  acid  phosphate  liquor. 
Where  there  is  a  good  deal  of  dyspepsia,  I  sometimes  order  dry 
cupping  over  the  stomach ;  and  where  there  is  a  tendency  to 
costiveness  or  actual  constipation,  generally  prescribe  an  ape- 
rient and  tonic  pill,  containing  podophyllin,  belladonna  or  hy- 
oscyamus,  extract  of  nux  vomica  or  of  ignatia  amara,  and  qui- 
nine, with  rhubarb  or  gentian  enough  to  make  the  mass ;  and 
recommend  the  free  use  of  water  between  meals. 

The  local  treatment,  if  required,  would  not  diifer  from  that 
to  be  reconnnended  for  chronic  laryngitis  in  general. 

The  chronic  Ijaryngitia  of  Phthisis. — The  fact  that  various 
affections  of  the  larynx,  some  remediable  and  others  incurable, 
present  similar  subjective  symptoms  of  cough;  purulent  or  san- 
guineo-purulent  expectoration;  impaired  respiration  ;  and,  when 
protracted,  diarrhoea  and  hectic,  accounts  in  great  part  for  the 
opinion  of  some  authors,  in  contrast  to  the  opinion  of  others, 
that  there  exists  a  special  disease  in  which  tuberculization,  if 
not  tubercle,  is  confined  to  the  larynx;  which  disease  is  suscepti- 
ble of  cure. 
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Simple  clin)iiic  larviigitis.  catarrhal  or  iilcc»rative,  is  often  a 
ciinihle  affcetioii ;  but,  on  aeeount  of  its  ivsistanee  to  treatment, 
or  its  [>ei*sistenee  in  spite  (»f  it,  or  its  total  neglect,  j>i"ocee<ling 
grailiiallv  fn»m  bad  tc»  woi*se,  it  will  j)r<Mlnce  the  t^ubjective 
pyniptoms,  and  for  that  matter  all  the  objective  symptoms  also, 
which  writei's  have  ])een  pleased  to  ascribe  to  laryngeal 
phthisis. 

Should  asthma  c<>c\\ist  with  chmnic  larvuijitis,  as  in  the  case  of 
a  youn^  ladv  IS  or  20  veai*s of  aire,  recentlv  under  mv  cai-e,  it  will 
w'ell  represent  the  symptoms  <»f  this  disease  as  ascribed  to  an  early 
stage  of  i)hthisis  laryngea  ;  and  the  anal(»gy  is  git^ater  in  the  case 
alluded  t<»,  from  tiie  peculiar  hoarseness  so  much  dwelt  uj>on  in 
Bome  description^  being  here  caused  by  the  pressure  of  a  tumor 
the  size  of  a  large  pea,  situated  on  the  nnicons  covering  of  the 
arytenoid  cartilage  and  the  inter-arytenoid  fold,  and  pn^^sing 
upon  the  vocal  cord  of  the  right  side. 

A  deposit  iff  tubercuhais  nuitter  in  the  larynx  and  trachea 
does  not  often  occur,  as  a  genend  rule ;  indeed  its  tendency  to 
dep(>sition  in  these  localities  is  denied  by  s<jme  authoi-s  and 
doubted  bv  others.  So  caivful  an  observer  as  Dr.  S.  Scott 
Alison,  writes  *  that  he  has  never  seen  tul)erculous  nnitter 
grouped  in  masses  even  so  small  sis  nuistaixl -seeds  ;  and  that 
when  deposited,  it  seems  to  affect  very  line  forms,  scarcely  visi- 
ble to  the  naked  eve,  such  as  he  has  observed  in  the  aorta  and 
pulmonary  artery ;  l)Ut  he  has  never  seen  anything  similar  to  the 
distinct  masses  of  tubercle  found  ind)edded  in  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bowel.  Iteirentlv  some  observeiv,  familiar 
with  the  use  of  the  laryngoscoi>e,  rejKjrt  that  they  have  detecteil 
tubercle  dep<.>sited  ui)on  the  nnicous  mendntme  of  the  larynx 
early  in  the  disease  ;  and  we  find  some  of  them,  as  (libb '  and 
Marcet,*  actually  depicting  them  in  their  illustrations  of  the  laryn- 
geal image.  Such  instances  nuist  be  rare,  for  of  the  hundreds  of 
eases  of  the  disease  under  consideration  whii^h  the  writer  has 
had  occasion  to  examine,  he  cannot  recall  a  siniijle  one  in  which 


'  Morbid  ConditionH  of  tbo  Throat  in  their  Relation  to  Pulmonary  Consump- 
tion.    London,  1860,  p.  8. 
'  On  DiBoaBcs  of  the  Throat  and  Windpipe.     2d  edition.    London,  18(14. 
*0n  Diseases  of  the  Larynx.     London,  18G0. 
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the  larynx  was  studded  by  the  distinct  points  so  grajthiciilly  de- 
siTJhed  bv  the  authorities  cited,  and  bv  othei*s.  The  most  he 
liOi*  seen,  and  that  very  rarely  indeed,  was  one  or  tw(»,  or  perhaps 
as  nniny  as  three  or  fcair  isolated  white  spots  the  size  of  a  lai'ge 
jnn's  head,  which,  in  casesof  slowly  progressive  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis, retained  their  position  and  appearance  upon  the  irnicoua 
membrane  of  the  larvuijeal  walls,  without  chancre,  for  months 
and  months.  He  hiu*  thought  these  might  have  been  degene- 
rated tubenrles.  He  has  fre(piently  observed,  however,  in 
tuberculous  cases,  gnjujis  of  enlarged  follicles  or  glands  over 
the  arytenoid  cartilages,  the  corpuscles  of  Santorini,  and  occupy- 
ing the  lateral  walls  of  the  larynx,  which  presented  somewhat 
the  ap])earances  described  and  dei)icted  by  the  authoi's  in  ques- 
tion ;  but  he  has  never  had  reason  to  believe  them  to  be  tuber- 
cles, and,  with  due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  othei-s,  has  held 
them  to  l)e  prominent  glands,  to  the  external  a])pearance3  of 
which  a  vellowish  tin^jje  had  been  ii:iven  bv  the  tension  of  the  nm- 
eons  membrane  over  them.  A  similar  appeamnce  will  often  be 
found  in  some  simple  inflammations  occujiying  the  lips,  the  in- 
side of  the  cheeks,  etc.,  which  occur  under  the  influence  of 
tem|)erature,  indigestion,  or  overwork.  A  want  of  op[K>ii;unity 
to  examine  such  a  condition  in  the  larvnx  after  death  warrants 
a  mere  expression  of  i>pinion  only,  which  further  observation 
must  inodifv  or  conflnn. 

The  auth<n*  discards  altogether  the  noti<»n  of  any  distinct  dis- 
ease to  l)e  called  laryngeal  phthisis,  whether  it  be  the  tuber- 
culous uhx'ration  of  the  larvn^feal  mucous  membrane  so  (»ften 
ol>served  in  general  J>hthisis  early  in  the  disease,  or  whether  it 
be  the  extensive  ulcerative  chondritis  and  perichondritis  of  the 
older  authoi*s.  It  is  alt(»gether  doubtful  if  ever  a  case  existed 
in  which  tubercuhais  disease  was  confined  to  the  larvn<real 
Structures. 

It  is  very  rarelv  indeed  that  we  meet  with  distinct  evidences 
of  tuberculous  ilep<»sit,  uixni  laryngosc4)pic  insj)ection,  in  the  in- 
cipient stage  of  j)hthisis.  We  have  reason  to  suspect  that  such 
dei><»sition  is  in  j>rogress  when  we  see  the  surface  of  the  anaemic 
mucous  membrane,  i)resenting  here  luid  there  a  small  whitish 
pmminence  the  size  of  a  pin-head  or  a  mustard-seed,  irregu- 
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larly  oval  or  round  in  outline,  and  hxjking  as  if  it  could  be 
popped  out  from  beneath  the  nieinhrance  by  tlie  point  of  a 
bistoury.  Sometimes  we  see  groups  of  such  elevations.  They 
occur  on  the  epiglottis,  but  more  frerjuently  on  the  laryngeal 
surface  of  the  ary-epiglottic  folds,  on  the  ventricular  bands,  and 
on  the  inner  surface  (►f  the  coq)uscles  of  Santorini ;  but  they 
may  occur  in  any  iK>rtion  of  the  larynx.  These  have  been  sup- 
posed to  be  miliary  tubercles.  Occasionally  we  see  them  re- 
main without  any  change  in  appearance  for  months,  conveying 
the  impression  that  they  are  calcareous  degenerations  of  fonner 
tubercles.  It  is  likelv  that  thev  are  o(;casionallvdischarired  and 
exj)ectorated,  though  no  instance  of  the  kind  has  come  under 
the  observation  of  the  author. 

More  fre(piently  we  observe  an  ana>mic  ai)pearan(!e  of  the  en- 
tire mucous  membmne  of  the  larvnx,  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  pharynx  being  in  a  similar  condition.  Accompanying  this 
condition  we  see  an  irregular  vascularity  of  2X>rtionsof  the  mucous 
membrane,  which  here  and  there  is  elevated  in  irrcirular  ridires, 
or  clumps  of  a  distinctly  velvety  appearance,  red  in  color,  and 
conveying  the  impression  of  denuded  epithelium.  There  is 
often  a  general  swollen  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane,  but 
it  is  by  no  means  constant.  The  most  frequent  locality  of  swel- 
ling, perhaps,  is  upon  the  surfaces  of  the  cartilages  of  Santorini, 
which  are  converted  into  irreijularlv  rounded  cushions,  verv 
red,  sometimes  fiery  red ;  and  not  unfrecpiently  actually  livid 
at  the  points  where  they  press  together  in  phonation  and  in 
deglutition.  Occjisionally  the  epiglottis  will  be  <piite  flaccid, 
])resenting  a  marked  contrast  to  its  ordinary  condition  of  stiff- 
ness. The  inter-arytenoidal  fold  is  very  apt  to  jiarticipate  in 
this  condition,  and  will  be  usually  red,  often  with  irregular 
projections  on  its  laryngeal  facte,  w-hich  pn)jections  in  s<>me 
instances  gradually  assume  the  a])pearance  of  small  warts  or 
vegetations,  the  gn)wth  of  which  is  sometimes  accelerated,  and 
again  retarded  during  the  course  of  the  disease.  This  point, 
the  larvnij:eal  face  of  the  inter-arvtenoidal  fold,  is,  when  the 
seat  of  disease,  almost  constantly  covered  bv  a  thin  laver  of 
mucus,  or  muco-jnis,  or  pus,  which  gradually  trickles  over  the 
bridge  of  tissue  into  the  j)harnyx,  and  occasionally  when  wiped 
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clean  with  a  sponge,  discloses  an  irregular  ulceration  of  the 
membrane.  There  is  usually  a  thinner  layer  of  mucus  bathing 
the  interi<»r  of  the  larynx  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  with  often 
small  clumps  of  thicker  mucus  clinging  to  the  edges  of  the 
vocal  cords,  nnich  in  the  same  manner  as  a  viscid  material  such 
as  molasses  would  cling  to  the  fingers  when  pressed  together 
and  separated.  The  vocal  cords  are  usually  more  or  less  con- 
gested and  sometimes  intensely  so,  so  that  they  are  as  deep  in 
ci)lor  as  the  general  laryngeal  mucous  membrane,  and,  if  the 
lattor  be  at  all  anajmic,  even  of  a  deeper  red.  Sometimes  they 
are  studded  with  points  of  ecchymoses. 

At  a  later  stage  of  the  affection,  die  velvety  projections  of 
the  mucous  membrane  undergo  abrasion,  and  ulcers  are  left, 
varying  in  shape  and  j>osition.  The  mucous  membrane  upon  the 
vocal  cords  finally  gives  way  also,  and  we  find  ulcers  ujK)n  these 
structures.  Sometimes  the  membrane  ffives  wav  at  the  verv 
edges  of  the  cords,  and  leaves  them  with  an  irregularly  jagged 
or  t<K)thed  border,  looking  not  unlike  a  shred  of  scolloped  mus- 
lin, from  which  some  of  the  transverse  threads  have  been  drawn 
out.  These  j^rojections  present  favorable  ixnnts  for  the  accumu- 
lation of  the  viscid  secretions  of  the  larynx ;  so  that  there  arises 
frequent  occasion  to  clear  the  glottis  from  the  clumps  of  mucus 
wliich  adhere  to  its  lips,  and  produce  irritation  and  irrepressible 
cough.  The  lateral  walls  of  the  larjnx  now  show  increased  swel- 
ling, and  the  ventricular  bands  project,  sometimes  on  both  sides, 
but  more  frecpiently  on  one  side  only,  into  the  interior,  so  as  to 
cover  the  vocal  cords  more  or  less  completely,  aiul  their  borders 
approximate  in  closure  of  the  glottis  before  those  of  the  vocal 
cords  themselves;  and  they  not  unfrecpieiitly  exhibit  a  dull 
grayish  aspect,  and  are  sometimes  covered  with  an  ash-colored 
membranous  deposit.  Not  infrequently  the  line  of  denuircatiou 
between  ary -epiglottic  fold  and  ventricular  band  is  entirely 
obliterated.  The  general  signs  of  infiamnuition  in  the  larynx 
increase ;  we  find  the  epiglottis  invaded,  its  edges  becoming 
inflamed  or  ulcerated,  as  also  its  laryngeal  face ;  the  outer 
surface  of  the  larynx  becomes  implicated ;  the  purulent  or 
muco-purulent  secretion  accumulates  in  the  pyramidal  sinuses 
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which  are  soniutinies  filled  with  it,  and  in  the  glotto-epiglottic 
sinuses  ;  and  the  swollen  structures  become  more  and  more  iiTCg- 
ular  and  deformed  in  outline,  so  that  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  descri])c  <jr  dei)ict  the  altered  apiK^arance  of  the  parts.  Some- 
times we  find  the  ventricular  band  adherent  to  the  vcK*al  cord 
below  it,  obliterating  the  ventricle ;  with  this  condition,  and 
also  stimetimes  independently  of  it,  we  see  one  vocal  cord 
raised  higher  than  its  fellow,  pi*eventing  their  pi-oper  appn>xi- 
mation,  and  i)ixKlucing  j>ei-sistent  dysphonia.  This  condition 
will  sometimes  be  i)erceived  at  a  very  early  stage  of  the  disease, 
when  the  only  subjective  symptom  will  be  the  hoai'seness. 
Eventually,  however,  unless  retarded  by  <j:eneral  hvijienic  treat- 
nient  or  local  astringents,  other  symj)toms  gradually  appear, 
finally  leaviii''  no  doubt  as  tn  the  tuberculous  nature  of  the  af- 
fe<-tion.  Irregular gmnulations  aredis|X)sed  to  spring  up  about 
the  bases  of  the  tuberculous  ulcerations,  or  around  their  edges, 
fonning  veritable  neoplasms,  usually  containing  epithelial  ele- 
ments under  the  microscope,  and  showing  a  marked  disjH:)sition 
to  rei)ullulation  fr<»m  their  base  as  fast  as  they  mav  be  torn  off 
])y  foi'cejis,  or  destroyed  by  caustics,  pix)cedures  which  become 
often  necessary  for  the  relief  of  dyspna*a,  and  <.>f  tickling  sen- 
sations exciting  irrepressible  cough.  These  are  found  perhaps 
most  frequently  ujM>n  the  inter-aryteuoid  fold,  but  also  on  the 
inner  surfa^res  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  on  the  |M>sterior  edges, 
and  inferior  face  of  the  vin^al  cords,  sometimes  at  the  anterior 
angle  of  the  vocal  cords,  at  the  base  of  the  epiglottis,  s<^nietimes 
near  the  edge  of  the  e|)igluttis  on  its  laryngetil  face,  and  u|K)n 
the  surface  of  the  ventricular  bands.  Again  and  again  I  have 
Been  tliem  spi-out,  fungus-like,  from  the  bed  of  the  ulcer,  and  in- 
crease in  size  from  week  to  week.  Sometimes  these  ye<retat ions 
appear  without  any  evidence  <)f  ulcerative  action  present  or 
past,  and  when  pulled  oflF  become  the  start ing-])oint  of  ulcera- 
tive a(*tion  which  might  not  otherwise  have  been  excited  until 
a  subsequent  period  of  the  disejise.  Some  caution  is  thert^ftire 
ne(.*essary  in  interferini^  surgically  with  these  vei^etations  when 
l)resent  in  a  case  of  phthisis ;  and  it  is  only  when  they  are  of 
a  size  to  present  considerable  interference  with  the  functions  of 
the  parts,  that  they  aie  to  be  attacked  ;  f<)r  sometimes,  under  a 
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judicious  iiiiiiiageineiitof  the  general  cuiid itioii,  and  tlie  inliala- 
tiiiii  of  fieiitly  stiitjiilatiiij;,  astringent,  or  alisorbeiit  remedies, 
tliey  slowly  disaij^war  withont  tlio  aid  of  cautery  or  force]®. 

Ulcerative  action,  when  once  set  up  in  tlie  laryngitis  of 
phthisiH,  is  exceedingly  ditiicult  of  control.  It  is  apt  to  sur- 
mount the  laryngeal  wall,  posteriorly  or  laterally;  and  it  then 
presents  an  impediment  to  deglutition,  and  a  )>rovocation  to 
vomiting;  conditions  of  affairs  which  grow  steadily  from  bad 
to  worse,  until  tinally  it  becomes  im])0^ib]e  to  uouneh  the 
patient  by  the  gtomach,  or  even  to  quench  his  thirst  with  a 
glass  of  water.  .Vlmost  eveiy  jmrticlD  attcniptcil  to  be  swal- 
lowed is  i-egnrgitated  with  violence,  sometimes  into  the  larynx, 
sometimes  into  the  nostrils,  sometimes  both  ways  at  once,  pro- 
ducing intense  spasmodic  paroxysms  of  cough,  dyspnuMi,  and 
ItH;al  distress,  so  that  the  suffering  of  hunger  and  thirst  will  l>e 
endured  ua  long  as  }K)ssible,  before  the  afflicted  patient  resorts 
to  a  teniiKjrary  alleviation,  which  is  to  be  pui-chasud  only  at  the 
expense  of  a  i-epetition  of  the  di-eaded  paroxysms.  The  ap- 
pi-oach  of  inevitable  death,  often  hmg  [Kistpoued,  is  awaited 
with  bitter  satisfaction,  in  the  knowledge  that  an  end  to  the 
suffering  nuist  come,  and,  if  consciousness  remains  to  the  last,  it 
is  with  a  sigh  of  i-elief  tiiat  the  patient  expires.  While  the 
patient  is  in  this  condition,  but  little  can  ho  seen  of  the  iu- 
terioi'  of  tlie  larynx ;  aud  the  eulat;ged  area  of  the  ai-ytenoid 
and  Sautoriui  structures,  the  cartila-  fib.  sa. 

gesof  whiuh  are  pi'obably  undergoing 
caries,  the  swollen  folds  forming  the 
lateral  walls,  and  other  a'deniat<ui3 
structures  are  so  covered  with  mucus 
and  pus,  that  no  definite  idea  can  be 
obtained  i)f  their  condition,  other 
than  of  the  geuci-al  nature  of  the  im- 
pcdiineut  which  they  present  to 
respiration  and  deglutition.  Fig.  C3, 
fnmi  one  of  the  author's  cases,  rc- 
I)i-esents  a  connnou  a))pcar»nce  of  ^^"'"'^ 
this  condition.  uiire or rhtiiM>. 

Neci-ofiis  aud  disclnirge  of  the  laryngeal  cartilages  is  also  a|>t 
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to  follow  if  the  patient  survives  long  enough  for  the  necessarj' 
changes  to  take  ])hice. 

Phthisis,  attended  with  the  laryngeal  eomplications  just 
enumerated,  is  apt  to  he  chronic  in  its  diameter,  continuing  for 
anuniher  of  veai*s,  varvin^:  sav  from  two  or  three,  to  seven  or 
ei<:ht ;  and  is  alwavs  attended  finally  with  extensive  ulceration 
of  the  tmchea,  in  parts  often  beyond  the  reach  <.)f  laryngoscopic 
exploration,  ulceration  sometimes  productive  of  perforation  into 
the  cesoj)hagus. 

In  the  earliest  sta^^es  of  the  disease,  the  affection  is  usnallv 
confined  to  one  side,  and  that,  the  side  on  which  the  disorgani- 
zation is  taking  place  in  the  lungs.  Subsequently  the  other 
side  is  attacked  likewise. 

A  brief  transcript,  from  some  of  the  notes  in  my  case-bo^»ks, 
will  illustrate  the  character  of  the  larvn^ifeal  rava^res  met  with 
in  this  form  of  phthisis. 

1.  CM.   21,    18G(>.     A   stout   farmer,  about   fortv    veai^s   of 

»•    « 

age,  and  weighing  190  lbs.  Laryngitis  of  three  years'  duration. 
Condensation  in  upper  lobe  of  right  lung.  Ulcerations  on 
right  v(K*al  cord,  right  ventricular  band,  and  right  glotto-epi- 
glottic  fold  and  sinus.  Ultimately  died  of  phthisis  pulmo- 
nalis. 

2.  N(n\  14,  ISnO.  A  fenuile  detective,  let.  44.  Manned.  Placed 
under  mv  care  bv  Pn>f.  II.  II.  Smith.  Softenin*^  and  v<miicie 
on  left  side.  A  large  ulcer  (»n  the  imier  surface  of  the  left 
arytenoid  cartilage,  and  covered  with  a  cheesy-lcH)king  deposit; 
jx)sterior  portion  of  vocal  cord  of  same  side  ragged,  as  tluuigh 
eaten  out  bv  ulceration.  D('(\  27th.  cheesv  dei)osit  now  on 
rijrht  arvtenoidal  wall.  Jan.  l(»th,  1807,  both  arvtenoid  carti- 
la<res  cedematous,  and  swollen  to  at  least  ftnir  times  their  normal 
dimensions  ;  these  (LMlematous  swellings,  both  ventricular  bands, 
and  both  vocal  coi'ds,  covered  with  an  ash-colored  membranous 
deposit.     Death,  Jan.  2\fh.     No  autopsy. 

3.  *  *  Cynthia  W.  -^  *  *  Epiglottis  bent  over  to  left 
side  ;  ulceration  over  entire  quadrangular  membrane  of  that 
side;  ulceration  of  left  ventricular  band  ;  partial  h)ss  of  left 
vocal  cord  l>v  ulceration.  Pulmonarv  ravaijes  also  on  left  side. 
Termination  unknown,  but  supposed  to  have  been  fatal. 
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4.  A.  R.,  fireman,  a^t  28.  Epiglottis  bent  to  right  side  ;  nl- 
(^emtion  of  left  side  of  larynx,  with  purulent  discharge  from 
left  ventriele  ;  ulcers  on  left  vocal  cord  ;  pus  in  left  pyriforin 
sinus;  voinicic  in  left  lung;  softening  in  right  lung.  Death 
within  a  few  months. 

5.  *  *  *  Qildematous  epiglottis,  and  ulceration  of  glosso 
epiglottic  sinuses. 

6.  Oct.  25,  18()7.  Mary  L.,  a>t  17,  in  advanced  stage  of 
phthisis  ;  tubercles  disseminated  throughout  l)oth  lungs.  This 
patient  had  been  brought  many  miles  for  examination  on  ac- 
count of  complete  aphonia,  moderate  dys])na»a,  and  some  dys- 
phagia. The  epiglottis  was  swollen  to  a  size  larger  than  a 
man's  thumb  :  it  was  fan-shaped,  and  could  be  sc»en  projecting 
behind  the  tongue,  on  mere  inspection  without  using  the  laiyngo- 
scope.  Both  aryteno-epiglottic  folds  were  a'dematous.  This 
2>atieut  was  very  wilful,  and  would  n<)t  permit  an  attempt  at 
scarificati(>n  of  the  parts,  which  would  have  aiforded  her  great 
relief.  Some  finely  pulverized  tannin  was  j)r<»pelled  upon  the 
parts,  whi(-h  produced  marked  diminution  of  her  distress  at 
once,  with  partial  restoration  of  voice.  The  j»atient  returned 
home  next  dav,  and  died  shortlv  afterwards,  without  havin*?  had 
any  evidence  of  increase  in  the  local  symptoms. 

7      *     *     *     *     18(>7.     Qidema  of  palate  and  ejuglottis. 

8.  *  *  *  *  18()7.  Mr.  E.,  of  Ilarrisburg,  was  ex- 
amined  by  me  at  recpiest  of  Prc»f.  (Jross.  There  was  ajJionia 
and  dysphagia  of  two  months'  duration,  attributed  to  a  cold. 
The  only  thing  the  patient  could  swallow,  without  distress,  was 
iced-water.  There  was  great  a*dema  of  the  epiglottis,  cutting 
oflF  the  view  iti  everything  else  except  the  p(>sterior  j)ortions  <»f 
the  vocal  cords,  which  were  gray,  and  bathed  in  |)us,  as  were 
also  the  swollen  corpuscles  of  Santorini.  The  pharynx  was  in- 
flamed, but  presented  no  abrasions.  In  order  to  obtain  a  view 
of  the  i»arts,  it  was  f(»und  necessary  to  place  the  eye  at  a  lower 
level  than  the  patient's  mouth,  and  to  look  upwards  ujKin  the 
mirror.  There  was  abundant  evidence  of  tuberculous  deposit 
in  the  lungs ;  and  the  patient  succumbed  a  few  months  after- 
wards. 

0.  Not\  14, 1867.     Mi-s  W.,  sent  by  Dr.  Patski.     Epiglottis 
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nlcenited  on  the  larvii<jcal  face,  ami  adherent  to  the  ton^e  in  its 
lingual  surface  ;  uvula  5>\vollen  and  biiid  ;  throat  difticulty  of  six 
nujnths"  dunition,  attended,  for  three  weeks,  with  threat  dyspha<ria 
in  swallowiuiT  solids  as  well  as  fluids.     Ternunation  unknown. 

10.  ""  '^  *  *  a*t.  2(1.  Examined  for  J)r.  Tvson. 
(Edema  of  e|)ii:jlottis  and  of  both  arytenoids,  preventin*;  view 
into  interior  of  larvnx.  Parts  ana'mic.  Complete  aphom'a. 
Pus  runnini]:  over  inter-arvtenoid  Assure  into  oharvnx.  Tenni- 
nation  unknown,  but  believed  to  have  been  fatal. 

It  is  a  matter  of  indiffei'ence  whether  '*  tuberculous  larvnjji- 
tis,"  ai>  it  is  called,  is  a  disease  of  itself,  or  dependent  u|X)n  a 
tuberculous  conditi(»n  of  the  lun<js.  The  essential  maladv  is 
one  and  the  sauie  thing;  and  scnnier  or  later,  either  1)0^)1^?  the 
appearance  of  the  laryngeal  ulcerations,  or  during  their  pn>gix^ 
the  pulmonary  symptoms  betrome  manifest.  Many  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  proceed  to  their  fatal  issue  without  any 
involveuient  of  tlie  larynx ;  l)ut  in  most  of  them,  if  their  stages 
are  compU'ted,  the  larvnx  becomes  involved  towards  the  close, 
if  not  s<H)ner.  When  the  larvnx  is  involved,  the  disejise  becomes 
a  very  serious  one  indeed,  rarely,  if  ever,  curable,  and  s(»metimes 
insusceptible  of  amelioration  or  relief.  At  times  the  laryngeal 
symptoms  recede  for  a  while,  local  remedies  seeming  to  rej)ress 
the  local  manifestations  ;  and  when  this  is  the  case,  it  is  usually 
evident,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  pulmonary  complications  ai'C 
l)n)gressing  anew.  Sometimes  the  pulmonary  difliculty  dimin- 
ishes while  the  throat  trouble  increases;  at  other  times  thev  ad- 
vance  toirether  in  spite  of  the  l)est-<lirected  efforts.  Occasionally 
the  throat  becomes  healed  without  any  advance  in  the  diseiiseof 
the  lungs;  and  in  rare  instances  the  disease  seems  to  be  ari^ested 
in  lM)th  localities.  I  have  i-ecords  of  a  few  instances,  still  under 
occasional  ol)servation,  in  which  the  impixivement  has  been 
steadily  nuiintained  for  three  and  four  yeai-s ;  two  or  three  of 
them  for  a  longer  time ;  and  hi  whom  there  hius  not  been,  in  all 
this  period,  any  manifestation  of  an  advance  in  the  affection. 
Statistics,  however  valuable  thev  may  be  for  tabulation,  are  of 
little  use  in  forming  a  prognosis  with  reference  to  any  individual 
case  of  this  kind.    Under  my  own  hands,  two  very  unpromising 
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cases,  and  one  particularly  so,  in  which  I  could  not  refrain  from 
a  decidedly  unfavorable  pn)gno8i8,  improved  steadily,  much  to 
my  surprise  and  almost  against  hope,  under  the  use  oi  cod-liver 
oil  internally,  inhalations  of  carbolic  acid,  and  hx;al  applications 
of  nitrate  of  silver.  On  the  other  hand,  and  what  is  more  to  the 
point,  I  have  often  signally  failed  in  restraining  the  onward 
progress  of  destruction  in  cases  apparently  favorable  for  im- 
pix>vement,  and  where  there  was  every  reason  to  hope  for  it, 
from  family  history,  physical  condition,  integrity  of  digestive 
powers,  and  ability  and  willingness  to  second  in  every  way  the 
efforts  of  the  physician. 

Local  treatment  to  the  lannx,  such  as  is  described  under  the 
head  of  treatment  of  chronic  laryngitis,  is  often  of  benefit  to 
the  patient  in  the  laryngitis  of  phthisis,  though  inadequate  to  a 
cure  of  the  discjise.  There  often  coexists  in  these  cases  a 
similar  condition  of  the  entire  trachea,  w^hich  cannot  be  reached 
except  in  general  medication  of  the  upper  air-passages  by  in- 
jection, insufflation,  or  inhalation. 

In  s<mie  conditions  of  laryngitis  associated  with  phthisis,  there  is 
a  predisposition  to  the  involvement  of  the  cartilage,  in  the  form 
of  a  chondritis  or  perichondritis,  set  up  either  as  a  primary' 
aflFection,  or,  as  appeal's  to  be  the  case  in  some  instances,  result- 
ing from  extension  of  the  disease  already  existing  in  the  soft 
structures.  This  is  the  laryngeal  phthisis  of  the  older  writers, 
to  which  allusion  has  alreadv  been  made.  These  cases  are 
particularized  by  the  great  extent  to  which  the  cartilages  are  in- 
volved, denuded,  and  discharged.  All  the  cartilages  are  subject 
to  this  perichondritis,  the  arytenoid  cartilages,  perhaps, especially. 
As  these  cartilages  are  the  levere  which  move  the  vocal  cords  to 
and  fro,  we  can  understand  how  their  free  outward  and  inward 
motion  is  impeded  by  swelling,  thus  producing  more  or  less  im- 
pairment of  voice ;  and  we  can  recognize  the  cause  of  the 
complete  aphonia  which  usually  ensues  on  their  destruction. 
Aphonia  is  not  alwavs  a  necessarv  result  of  the  loss  of  the 
arvtenoid  (•artilan:es,  for  inflanunatorv  adhesions  mav  have  taken 
])lace  during  the  discharge  of  the  cartilage,  pinning  the  v(K*al 
cords,  as  it  were,  to  the  nmcous  membrane,  which  then,  with 
an  intervening  deposit  of   organized   products  of  infiltration, 


366       AFFECTIONS    OF   THE    LARYNX   AND   TRACHEA. 

aiiswcre  the  piirix)se  of  an  imperfect  cartilaffe.  This  affection 
is  recognized  in  the  laryngoscopic  mirror,  at  the  |x>sterior  j>ortion 
of  the  larjngcal  entnince,  hy  the  oxlematous  swelling  of  the 
parts,  about  which  some  point  of  ulccnition  can  usually  be 
detected. 

The  cricoid  cartilage  suffers  sometimes  primarily  and  some- 
tunes  apparently  as  an  extension  fr«>m  the  disease  affecting  the 
arytenoids.  The  condition  is  recomiized  bv  a  swollen  or  ulcer- 
ated  appearance  of  the  part,  as  the  case  may  be,  within  the 
larynx  and  beneath  the  vocal  cords,  or  bulging  up  between 
them. 

The  thyroid  cartilage  is  sometimes  affected,  usually  at  its 
anterior  jM>rtion,  just  below  the  |)osition  of  the  vocal  cords. 
Sometimes  the  disease  extends  to  the  anterior  i)erichondrium, 
and  thence  into  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  giving  rise  to  a  fistule. 
Prof.  Ilokitansky  has  recorded  a  case  of  emphysema  originating 
in  this  manner. 

The  epiglottis,  wiien  the  seat  of  perichondritis,  is  converted 
into  a  thick,  ungainly  pad,  usually  bent  u|X)n  itself,  larger  on 
one  side  than  the  other,  and  almost  always  preventing  a 
satisfactory  view  into  the  larynx ;  though  usually  some  ix>i-tion 
of  the  glottis  can  l)e  seen,  enough  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  its 
condition  of  integrity  or  deficiency.  Sometimes  the  epiglottis 
is  attacked  separately;  but  more  frequently  in  connection 
with  more  or  less  disease  of  a  similar  character  affectinir  the 
arytenoid  cartilages,  or  at  least  the  cartilages  of  Santorini.  In 
connection  with  the  inflannnatory  condition  of  these  affections, 
there  is  more  or  less  u*dema  of  the  parts,  attended  with  all  the 
symptoms  and  risks  of  that  condition.  The  diagnosis  of  peri- 
chondritis is  usually  confirmed  by  the  pain  and  tenderness 
produced  by  external  pressure  ujkju  various  ix>rtion8  of  the 
larynx,  and  by  moving  it  gently  from  side  to  side. 

The  disease  progresses,  if  the  patient  lives  long  enough,  until 
the  diseased  or  dead  cartilage  is  expelled  ;  and  then  the  patient 
runs  the  risk  of  suffocation  during  itsexpulsion.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, the  necrosed  cartilage  has  been  recognized  in  the  mirror, 
and  under  these  circumstances  tlie  progi^ess  towards  its  detach- 
ment can  be  watched,  and  be  occasionally  assisted  by  the  for- 
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eeps.  Should  svin})toiiis  of  dyspnoea  be  seen  to  be  due  to  im- 
paction of  cartilage,  unfavorably  dispi>sed  for  extraction  by 
forceps,  tracheotomy  is  demanded  to  insure  the  safety  of  the 
patient. 

When  the  cartilage  has  been  discharged,  the  local  and  gene- 
ral symptoms  of  the  patient  improve  at  once,  especially  if  there 
l)e  no  necrosis  going  on  elsewhere ;  so  that  he  seems  to  have 
gained  a  fi-esh  lease  of  life. 

LIsually,  however,  the  dise^ise  is  inevitably  and  progressively 
fatal ;  and  after  death,  evidences  are  found  of  extensive  partici- 
pation in  the  disease  on  the  part  of  the  rings  of  the  trachea, 
portions  of  which  are  not  unfrecpiently  detached  and  ex- 
pectorated during  the  life  of  the  patient. 

(jrau;j:rene  of  the  larvnx  sometimes  occurs.  Porter '  men- 
tions  a  case  in  a  male,  a3t.  G5,  who  died  in  Meath  hospital  with 
gangrene  of  the  lung,  and  who  had  exhibited  marked  and 
increasing  evidence  of  distress  in  the  larynx  for  seven  days 
previous  to  his  death.  On  examining  the  larynx,  a  gangrenous 
ulcer  was  found  involving  the  left  vocal  cord,  in  superficial 
surface  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  and  of  a  dirty  green  color ; 
its  edges  quite  sloughy,  and  its  centre  excavated  to  a  consider- 
able depth ;  the  mucous  membrane  around  highly  vascular,  and 
covered  with  a  pellicle  of  lymph. 

The  Chronic  Laryng^itis  of  Syphilis.— This  affecttion,  as 
alreadv  stated,  cannot  with  certaintv  be  distinmiished  from 
other  forms  of  chronic  laryngitis,  l)y  ocular  inspection  only. 
This  is  especially  so  in  those  cases  where  syphilitic  and  tuber- 
culous larvni^itis  coexist.  The  historv  of  the  case,  and  the  evi- 
den(?e  of  anahwms  disease  elsewhere,  will  aid  the  diaernosis, 
and  if  this  be  correct,  the  treatment  will  prr)ve  it,  if  the  case 
has  not  ju'ogressed  beyond  the  susceptibility  to  cure.  The 
general  aj^pearances  having  l)een  already  discussed,  some  special 
jx)ints  only  require  mention  here.  In  the  extensive  ulcerations 
that  accompany  tertiary  syphilis,  and  wliich  may  attack  any 
portion  of  the  larynx,  we  sometimes  notice  deep  excavations, 
with  undermined  edges,  more  or  less  roimded  in  their  visible 

'  On  the  Lar^-nx  and  Trachea,  p.  122. 
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outline,  and  covered  with  a  gravisli  or  grayisli  yellow  depc»sit ; 
peculiarities  which  are  regarded  as  characteristic.  The  exist- 
ence, too,  of  cicatrizations,  marking  the  hxrality  of  former  ulcers, 
is  almost  presumptive  evidence  of  sypliilis,  inasmuch  as  ulcera- 
tions of  the  larvnx  rarely  heal  during  the  active  progress  of 
tuberculosis  or  carcinoma.  It  is  usually  ass<>ciated,  in  its  later 
manifestations,  with  syphilitic  infiannnation  of  the  haixl  and 
ffoft  tissues  of  the  month,  palate,  and  pharynx,  and  sometimes 
with  actual  necrosis  and  discharge  of  the  anterior  ixj^rtions  of 
the  cervical  vertebrie.  The  ulceration  extends  deei)ly  and 
widely  ;  in  the  one  instance  pnKlucing  destruction  of  the  car- 
tilaijres,  and  in  the  other,  ulcerations  <»f  such  larure  surface,  that 
in  their  cicatrization  the  dimensions  of  the  larvnij:t*al  cavitv  are 
considerably  encroached  upon,  to  such  an  extent,  in  some  in- 
stances, as  to  demand  the  operation  of  tracheotomy.  AVith  the 
exception  of  the  epiglottis,  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx  are  eaten 
out  of  their  investments,  as  it  were  ;  that  is  to  say,  an  ulcera- 
tion extends  into  the  cartilage,  and,  if  small,  surrounds  it,  or, 
if  it  be  a  large  cartilage,  circumscribes  a  portion  (»f  it ;  this 
portion,  within  the  zone  of  the  local  process,  j)erishes,  is  laid 
bare,  and  becomes  detached  from  its  connections,  remaining,  in 
some  instances,  entangled  in  a  sort  of  po(*ket  sc(K)ped  out  of  the 
soft  tissues.  The  necrosed  cartiWe  iinallv  breaks  throuirh  to  tlie 
interior,  and,  if  it  be  situated  below  the  ij^lottis,  mav  induce 
paroxysms  of  suffcK^ation,  or  actual  asphyxia  from  its  })resence 
as  aforeii^n  IhhIv.  Tlie  arvtenoid  cartila^^es  and  the  cricoid  are 
those  which  are  most  apt  to  ]>r(Kluce  this  complication,  though 
occasionallv  it  is  effected  bv  exfoliation  of  })art  of  the  thvi-oid. 
Sometimes  the  inHannnati^ni  begins  in  the  external  perichon- 
drium of  the  cartilage,  and  the  resulting  abscess  bur&ts  exter- 
nallv,  so  that  the  necjrosed  cartila^je  is  removed  in  this  wav. 
The  ej>iglottis,  though  s<^metimes  attacked  on  its  laryngeal  face 
in  this  same  numner,  seems  more  disposed  to  undergo  pro- 
gressive destruction  from  the  side  ;  the  diseased  pr(H!ess  being 
directed  that  way,  perhaps,  in  consequence  of  the  direct  latenii 
connections  of  the  epiglottis  with  the  j)harynx.  Sometimes  the 
entire  ei)iglottis  is  destroyed,  leaving  a  mere  stump  to  repre- 
sent the  organ.  This,  however,  does  not  jircvent  deglutition, 
and  sometimes  doos  not  even  interfere  with  it 
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The  result  of  the  ehoudritis  or  periclioiulritis,  which  is  set  up 
primarily  by  the  syphilitic  poison,  or  which  follows  syphilitic 
ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane,  produces  more  or  less 
submucous  infiltration  in  the  adjacent  submucous  tissue,  pre- 
senting a  condition  which  mav  be  re^^arded  as  chronic  (edema. 
This,  if  extensive,  produces  all  the  symptoms  narrated  under 
the  caption  of  a^dematous  laryngitis,  and  may  necessitate 
tracheotomy.  Sometimes  bloc kI- vessels  are  opened  by  the  ulcer- 
ative process,  and  hemorrhage  is  produced,  which  is  sometimes 
fatal.  The  trachea  participates  in  the  ulcerative  action  ;  }x>rtion8 
of  its  cartilages  are  necrosed  and  expectorated,  and  extensive 
ulcers  are  formed,  the  cicatrization  of  which  produces  constric- 
tion orvstenosis  of  the  windpipe,  which,  when  low  down,  is  often 
beyond  remedy,  even  by  the  performance  of  tracheotomy ;  the 
parts  being  illy  suited  for  improvement  from  artificial  dilatation. 

Sometimes  the  matters  in  the  submucous  infihration  become 
orgjinized  and  transformed  into  a  fibrous  tissue  incapable  of 
undergoing  absorption,  and  thus  producing  ])ermanent  defor- 
mity and  constriction  of  the  larynx. 

There  are  often  several  ulcers  occupying  different  portions  of 
the  larynx,  and  not  at  all  confined  to  one  side ;  indeed  they  are 
perhaps  more  inclined  to  be  synnnetrically  arranged  than  are 
the  ulcerations  of  tuberculosis. 

The  tendencv  of  svphilitic  larvn^^itis  to  excite  inflammation, 
leading  to  the  deposition  of  fibrine,  which  l)ecomes  organized, 
and  contracts  permanent  adhesions  to  the  walls  of  the  larynx, 
and  by  its  subsecpient  contraction  tending  to  bring  these  walls 
into  closer  contact,  is  very  great,  and  we  </ften  meet  with  con- 
traction of  the  calibre  of  the  tube  from  this  cause — stenoiflft,sji^ 
it  is  technically  called — which,  even  when  attended  to  early, 
does  not  often  vield  tosvstematic  ai'tificial  dilatation,  but  usually 
necessitates  a  resort  to  tracheotomy,  for  the  purj>ose  of  securing 
respiration  through  a  metallic  canule  inserted  into  the  windpij)e 
below  the  seat  of  obstruction. 

A\lien  tlie  adhesions  take  place  between  the  vocal  cords,  the 

symptoms  are  very  serious,  there  being  dyspnoea  and  more  or 

less  complete  dysphonia,  or  even  aphonia,  if  the  condition  be  at 

all  extensive.     Operative  procedures  have  been  instituted  for 
24 
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the  relief  of  tliis  condition,  similar  to  those  einj>loyed  where  a 
bridij^e  of  tissue  stretches  from  one  ('ord  to  the  other  as  a  new 
growth,  or  as  a  result  of  the  inflammatory  acti(m  following 
removal  of  a  neoplasm  fn)m  this  situation,  as  detailed  under  the 
head  of  "rrowths  in  the  larvnx. 

An  interesting;  case  of  this  kind,  in  which  external  section  of 
the  thyroid  cartilage  was  performed  in  order  to  divide  the  web, 
is  reported  by  Dr.  Morell  ifackenzie,'  and,  as  it  is  unique,  we 
copy  the  record  for  our  readers. 

'' J.  D.,  a*j:ed  33,  formerlv  a  farrier  in  the  Life  Guards,  was 
admitted  into  the  Hospital  for  Disejises  of  the  Thrc^at,  May  11, 
1871,  wearing  a  canula.  Eighteen  months  previously  he  had 
been  admitted,  on  account  of  extreme  dyspnoea  and  complete 
aphonia,  which  had  existed  for  nearly  two  years,  and  was  due 
to  tertiary  svi)hilitic  disease  of  the  larvnx.  Tracheotomy  had 
been  performed  at  the  time,  and  the  patient  left  after  a  few 
weeks,  wearing  the  tube. 

"  On  his  rcadmission,  an  examination  w'ith  the  laryngoscope 
showed  a  web  extendin<'  from  one  vocal  cord  to  the  other,  and 
occupying  the  anterior  five-sixths  of  the  glottis.  He  was,  of 
course,  able  to  breathe  well  through  the  canula,  but  there  was 
absolute  loss  of  voice.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  make  an  incision  in  the  mediate  line,  throuijh  the 
thyroid  cartilage,  and  to  divide  the  web;  and  in  order  that  it 
should  not  again  unite,  it  was  j)roposed  that  the  patient  should 
wear  a  double-branched  canula,  one  branch  consisting  of  the 
ordinary  tracheal  tube  passing  downwards,  and  a  second  similar 
tube  passing  upwards,  between  the  vocal  cords,  and  being 
attached  externally  to  the  first  tube.  This  was  accordingly 
done  on  May  10.  The  patient  did  very  w^ell  for  the  fii-st  three 
days,  but  on  the  evening  of  the  third  day  it  was  seen  with  the 
laryngoscope  that  the  ui)per  j>oi-tion  of  the  tube  was  producing 
an  ulcer  on  the  right  arytenoid  cartilage,  and  great  pain  was 
experienced  in  swallowing. 

"  On  the  following  morning.  May  20,  both  tubes  were 
removed,  as  it  was  deemed  important  to  allow  as  full  a  current 
of  air  as  possible  to  i)ass  through  the  trachea.     It  must,  how- 

»  Medical  Ttmen  and  GazeUe,  Anguat  19,  1871,  page  218. 
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ever,  be  inulerstood  that  tlie  upper  laryngeal  eanulawas  obliged 
to  be  removed,  because  of  the  irritation  it  produced,  before  all 
chances  of  reunion  were  over. 

"  He  api)eared  perfectly  well  for  the  first  few  days,  but  on 
May  25,  one  or  two  severe  attacks  of  dyspna^a  having  occurred, 
the  tracheal  canula  was  rej)laced. 

"June  1. — On  laryngoscopic  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  web  had  been  destroyed,  and  that 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  area  of  the  glottis  was  free. 

"The  man  is  now  acting  as  under-porter  at  the  Hospital,  and 
it  is  proposed  shortly  to  remove  the  tube.  At  present  he  is 
wearing  a  canula  with  a  pea-valve,  and  an  oval  opening  on  the 
up])er  surface  of  the  tube." 

In  this  case  Dr.  Mackenzie  remarked,  "  that  he  had  pursued 
the  plan  of  treatment  which  he  had  found  successful  in  two 
previous  instances,  but  in  this  ciuse  the  result  was  as  yet  only 
partially  successful.  Owing  to  the  adhesion  of  the  vocal  cords, 
the  man  had  been  completely  aphonic,  but  he  was  now  able 
to  speak  well.  At  the  time  that  it  was  originally  intended  to 
dispense  with  the  tracheal  tube,  there  was  a  g<K)d  deal  of  inflam- 
matory swelling  consequent  on  the  recent  operation,  and  hence 
the  ])atient  was  unable  to  breathe  without  an  artificial  opening. 
All  thickening  having  now  subsided,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  patient  will  8o(;n  be  able  to  breathe  perfectly 
well  through  the  natural  passages." 

As  a  result  (»f  chronic  laryngitis,  we  meet  not  unfrequentlj 
with  adhesions  of  various  parts,  which  sometimes  interfere  seri- 
ously with  the  due  performance  of  the  functions  of  deglutition,, 
phonation,  and  sometimes  even  of  respiration.  Without  going 
into  the  detail  of  the  various  examples  of  this  kind  which  may 
present  themselves,  we  may  mention  depression  of  the  epiglottis- 
to  one  side  or  the  other,  preventing  proper  closure  or  complete 
erection  of  the  valve  ;  adhesions  of  the  ventricular  band  to  the 
vocal  cord  below,  preventing  proper  vibration  of  the  cord,  and 
thus  produ(!ing  often  a  shrill,  weak,  piping  voice,  and  sometimes 
preventing  closure  of  the  glottis;  adhesions  anteriorly  of  the 
two  vocal  c(;rds,  or  of  the  two  ventricular  bands,  etc.     Besides 
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these  deformities,  we  have  others  the  i^esult  of  cicatrization, 
some  of  which  are  alluded  to  elsewhere. 

The  treatment  of  these  conditions  consists  in  relieving  the 
con8tricti(»n  as  far  as  jK)ssible  by  larvngoscopic  division  of  the 
adhesions,  and  then  cauterizing  and  re-cauterizing  the  adjac^ent 
surfaces  to  prevent  fresh  adhesions.  These  cases  require  care- 
ful watching  and  ]>rompt  attention  to  prevent  recuri-ence,  which 
is  very'  apt  to  take  place.  When  the  epiglottis  is  implicated, 
much  go^>d  can  be  done  bv  teaching  the  patient  to  move  the 
organ  frequently  during  the  day  by  means  of  his  forelinger. 

The  Treatment  of   Chronio    Laryngitis. — In  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  laryngitis,  the  condition  of  system,  and  the  local 
manifestiitions   of    the  affection,  demand   equal  consideration. 
Cases  unattended  with   ulceration  of   the  mucous  membrane 
sometimes  yield  readily  to  simple  local  treatment,  by  mineral 
astringents,  with  due  attention  to  diet,  clothing,  exposure,  and 
maintenance  of  the  functions  of  the  skin  and  other  enumctories. 
The  local  remedies  may  be  inlialed  in  the  form  of  spray  in  weak 
solution,  or,  what  is  better,  may  be  a])plied  in  strong  solution 
directly  to  the  parts  by  the  laryngeal  douche,  or  by  the  brush  or 
sponge.      For   these  solutions  the  best   menstruum   is  water, 
though  some  physicians  prefer  glycerine  for  the  local  applica- 
tions by  the  mop.     For  inhalation  we  may  use  sulphate  of  zinc 
or  copper,  two  grains  and  upwards  to  the  ounce ;  the  acetate  of 
lead  in  similar  proportion  ;  the  sulphate  or  sesquichlorate  of 
iron  in  very  weak  solution  ;  carbolic  acid  a  grain  or  two  to  the 
ounce ;  the  nitrate  of  silver,  a  half  a  grain  and  upwards  to  the 
ounce ;  or  the  nitrate  of  aluminium,  one  to  five  grains  to  the 
ounce.     These  and  similar  remedies  are  applicable  when  the 
secretion  is  in  excess.     AVhere  the  parts  are  dry,  we  may  employ 
solutions  of  muriate  of  annnonia,  five  grains  and  upwards  to 
tlie  ounce;  iodide  of  potassium  in  similar  pi*o}x>rtion,  or  the 
compound  solution  of  iodine  and  iodide  of  i)otiis8ium,  two  or 
three  drops  and   upwards  to  the  ounce ;   chlorate  of  s<^)da,  or 
chlorate  of  potassa,  five  grains  and  upwards  to  the  ounce  ;  or, 
what  I  have  often  found  excellent  in  inducinij  secretions  of 
the  mucous  membranes  of   the  throat,  the  tincture  of  pyreth- 
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rum,  or  the  Spanish  pcllitory  root,  from  ten  grains  and  upwards 
to  the  oun(*e.  To  these  inhalations,  a  drop  or  two  of  good 
cologne- water  added  to  each  ounce  of  the  sohition,  ^▼ill  render 
tlieir  contact  with  the  part^^  mucli  more  grateful.  If  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  pain  in  the  parts,  small  quantities  of  the  wateiy 
extracts  of  opium,  hvoscyamus,  belladonna,  stramonium,  and  the 
like  mav  be  added.  Pare£j:oric  is  often  an  excellent  article  for 
this  i)ur]x>se. 

To  be  effective,  these  inhalations  should  be  taken  by  the 
patient  in  his  own  apartment,  about  three  times  a  day  ;  although 
in  the  cases  (»f  individuals  compelled  to  go  out  to  business  we 
may  prescribe  a  morning  aud  evening  inhalation  only,  and  on 
this  account  may  increase  the  pmportion  of  the  remedial  agent 
accordingly.  The  only  precautions  necessary  are,  to  avoid  irrita- 
tion of  the  bronchial  tubes  by  too  deep  inspirations,  when  strong 
astringents  are  used;  to  take  care  that  the  sprays  gain  access 
into  the  larynx;  to  protect  the  face  and  teeth  from  nitrate  of 
silver,  pn^parations  of  iron,  etc.,  by  passing  the  S])ray  thix)ugh 
a  funnel-shaped  glass  or  other  tube  passed  into  the  mouth  ;  and 
to  avoid  exposure  to  the  air  for  at  least  twenty  minutes  after 
liavinir  taken  a  warm  inhalation. 

For  further  details  on  this  subject  the  reader  is  referred  to  the 
author's  volume  on  Inhalation,*  and  similar  works  of  the  kind. 

When  local  treatment  of  this  kind  is  inefficient,  we  are  com- 
j)elled  to  resort  to  toi)ical  medication  of  the  larynx  with  more 
potent  remedies ;  and  in  cases  of  long  standing,  or  of  much 
severity,  it  is  best  to  adopt  this  plan  at  the  conunencement  of 
the  ti^eatment.  At  the  same  time  appropriate  inhalations  may 
be  kej)t  up  by  the  patient  himself.  These  inhalations  serve  a 
better  purpose  than  the  gargles  which  were  formerly  employed 
for  self-treatment. 

Of  all  the  local  remedies  employed  in  the  treatment  of 
chronic  laryngitis,  nitrate  of  silver  and  sulphate  of  zinc  will  be 
found  the  most  fre(piently  beneficial ;  but  where  the  laryngitis 
is  attendant  upon  tuberculosis,  tannin  will  often  prove  more 
serviceable  ;  and  in   laryngitis   of  syphilitic  origin,    the   acid 
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nitrate  of  nierciirv.  Iodine,  carbolic  acid,  nitrate  of  aluminiuni, 
chloride  of  gold,  chloride  of  zinc,  iodi<le  of  zinc,  the  varions 
acids,  and,  in  fact,  the  entire  list  of  similar  destructive  chemicals 
prepared  in  the  laboratory  have  been  extolled  for  the  topical  treat- 
ment of  chronic  larvngitis,  and,  appropriately  selected,  and 
carefnlly  applied,  are  no  doubt  l)eneticial.  In  some  individual 
cases  we  are  compelled  to  resort  to  an  nnusnal  n^nedy,  in  the 
hope  of  producing  an  effect  which  we  cannot  obtain  by  the 
means  ordinarily  employed.  The  matei-ials  employed  by  the 
anthor,  for  topical  apj)lications  to  the  larynx,  in  chronic  laryn- 
gitis, are,  almost  exclusively,  with  the  exception  of  special  cases 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  nitrate  of  silver  and 
Bulphate  of  zinc  in  ordinary  cases,  tannin  in  cases  associated 
with  jJithisis,  and  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  in  syphilitic  cases. 
Tlie  laryngitis  attending  malignant  disease  is,  perhaps,  best  let 
alone,  as  far  as  severe  topical  applications  are  concerned,  unless 
it  becomes  necessarv  to  interfere  for  the  restraint  of  hemorrhafre  ; 
and  even  in  these  cases  the  bleeding  may  often  be  controlled  by 
inhalations  of  iron,  or  of  the  other  astringents  employed  in  the 
home  treatment  bv  inhalation. 

The  author  has  acquired  the  habit  of  applying  nitrate  of 
silver  principally  by  the  sponge,  and  sulphate  of  zinc  almost  ex- 
clusivelv  bv  the  douche.    The  solution  of  nitrate  <>f  silver  varies 

4.  ^ 

from  fortv  or  sixtv  i^rains  to  the  ounce,  to  one  hun<lred  and 
twenty  grains,  and  in  some  cases  a  satumted  solution  is  em- 
ployed, usually  formed,  at  the  moment  of  use,  by  rubbing  a  small 
bit  of  moistened  sponge,  for  some  seconds,  u{K)n  a  large  crystal 
of  the  nitrate.  The  tolerance  of  the  parts  is  tested  by  a  weak 
solution  in  the  first  instance,  and  this  is  diminished  in  stren<rth 
at  the  next  application,  or  increased,  according  to  the  behavior 
of  the  case.  He  deems  it  undoubtedly  better  when  the  appli- 
cation can  be  borne — and  it  can  be  borne  almost  alwavs — to 
make  a  decided  impression  by  a  severe  application,  and  wait  three 
or  four  davs  for  its  effects  to  subside  before  renewing:  it,  rather 
than  to  torment  the  inflamed  structures  by  the  daily  api)lication 
of  mild,  and  too  often,  on  that  account,  inefficient  solutions.  In 
some  cases,  the  solid  or  fused  nitrate  of  silver  is  employed,  but 
this  is  rarely  called  for  except  to  touch  an  isolated  spot,  and  to 
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j)revciit  the  iiitmte  from  spreading  aroniul  tlie  tissues  and  over 
them,  as  it  would  do  ai)])lied  in  solution  by  the  brush,  sponge, 
or  cotton  wad. 

The  sulphate  of  zinc  is  used  in  the  proportion  of  from  thirty 
to  sixty  grains  to  the  ounce.  I  employ  it  principally  in  cases 
where  there  is  <«:eneral  coui^estion  of  the  entire  larvnx,  and  more 
or  less,  usually,  of  the  trachea  also.  Here,  the  use  of  the 
syringe,  or  the  douche,  enables  us  to  wash  the  pails  at  once  with 
a  stream  or  a  spray  of  the  solution. 

In  obstinate  cases  of  chronic  laryngitis,  pei^sistent  counter- 
irritation  externally,  with  the  internal  use  of  iodide  of  potassium, 
aiveniate  of  potassa,  muriate  of  ammonia,  the  bichloride  of  mer- 
cury, or  such  other  systemic  remedies  as  may  sui^irest  themselves 
from  the  peculiarities  of  the  case,  will  often  be  of  the  greatest 
service,  provided  the  strength  of  the  ])atient  can  be  maintained 
bveflicient  nourishment ;  otherwise  they  will  too  often  be  found 
absolutely  injurious.  Then  tonics,  such  as  cpiinine,  the  chloride 
of  iron,  should  be  employed  to  build  up  or  improve  the  system. 
The  skin  should  be  frecpiently  bathed,  excesses  at  the  table  pro- 
hibited, exjKysures  to  atmospheric  changes  avoided,  and  the  voice 
used  as  little  as  may  be.  AVhere  the  patient  is  exposed  to  the 
inhalation  of  irritant  gases  or  vapors,  or  solid  particles  floating 
in  the  air,  he  should  wear  a  respirator  at  the  time,  or  cover  the 
nostrils  and  mouth  with  a  veil;  or  keep  the  mouth  closed  and 
protect  the  nostrils  by  a  tiny  wad  of  cotton  W(X)1,  delicate 
en(»ugh  not  to  interfere  with  respiration.  In  severe  cases,  at- 
tended with  frequent  cough,  the  respirator  or  its  substitute 
should  be  in  constant  requisition  to  m<idify  the  effect  of  the 
oxvircn  in  the  air,  which  is  sometimes  too  irritatiuir  f(.)r  the  over- 
sensitive  nnu'ous  membrane.  The  value  of  the  respirator  in 
these  cases  cannot  be  appreciated  by  those  who  have  not  wit- 
nessed its  beneficial  effects  for  themselves.  Should  these  mea- 
sures fail  after  a  fair  trial,  we  must  l»e  content  to  adhere  to  a 
hygienic  regimen,  and  to  resoil  to  i)alliatiye  measures  as  occa- 
sion nuiy  demand  them.  AVhere  the  patients  are  suitably  cir- 
cumstanced pecuniarily,  a  change  of  clinuite,  |)ermanent  or 
temporary,  as  re-^ults  may  determine,  is  desirable.  Heroic  mea- 
sures will  not  be  likely  to  do  ix^K)d,  and  mav  transform  an  en- 
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durable    condition    of    simple   chronic!    inflammation    into   an 
ulcerative  one,  still  more  difficult  of  manairement. 

A  more  active  local  treatment  is  demanded  in  cases  of  ul- 
cerative larvnufitis,  especially  when  coimected  with  severe  in- 
flammation of  the  subnnicous  tissues,  and  attended  with  turae 
faction  of  the  epiirlottis,  or  the  upper  boundaries  of  the  larvnx, 
sometimes  amounting::  to  (edema.  These  occur  chiefly  in  phthi- 
sis, sometimes  in  syphilis,  occasionally  in  simple  (chronic  lar>ii- 
i];itis.  Here  local  treatment  is  required  not  sr>  much,  altogether, 
as  a  curative  a<xout,  but  as  the  best  means  of  affording  relief  to 
the  dysphagia  which  this  condition  entails,  and  which,  if  not 
allayed,  will  gradually  produce  death  by  starvation.  The 
best  material  for  this  local  medication  is  a  solution  of  nitrate 
of  silver,  sixlv  irrains  or  thereabouts,  to  the  ounce,  carefullv 
a]>]>lied,  ev(»ry  other  day,  every  day,  or  even  twice  a  day,  as  the 
case  may  require.  Sometimes  applications  of  this  kind,  by 
coating  the  ])ai'ts  with  a  protective  covering,  are  the  only  means 
of  affording  the  patient  op])ortunities  to  swallow  his  nourishment. 

As  soon  as  the  condition  shows  umnistakable  signs  of  dinn*- 
nution,  these  a]>plications  may  be  suspended  at  once.  Should 
the  condition  increase,  or  rhould  it,  at  the  onset,  be  of  such  a 
character  as  to  threaten  serious  symptoms,  scarification  should 
be  freelv  empl(>ved,  as  described  in  connection  with  the  suIh 
ject  of  <  edema  of  the  larynx  ;  after  which  the  nitrate  of  silver 
mav  be  emnlovcd,  should  it  seem  called  for.     AVhen  the  con- 
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dition  is  under  subjection,  and  even  previously,  glycerine  swal- 
lowed if  ]»ossible,  or  aj^plied  by  the  brush,  or  allowed  to  trickle 
along  the  back  of  the  throat,  will  often  be  of  service  ;  sometimes, 
indeed,  seeminir  to  absorb  the  moisture  from  the  a^dematous 
swellinix,  and  thus  to  aid  in  its  reduction. 

The  difficultv  is  that  too  often,  this  condition  is  associated 
with  disease  of  the  cartilage,  and  re(*urs  again  and  again. 

Occasionallv  the  (chronic*  larvuiifitis  is  confined  to  a  sinirle 
structure*,  as  the  ei)iglottis.  lender  these  circumstances,  the 
comj)laint  is  often  rapidly  cured  by  local  treatment  alone,  as 
exemplified  in  the  following  record  of  a  case  of  epiglottitis: 

A  lady,  tet.  ^'2,  applied  February  1>,  1807,  to  be  ti*eated  for  a 
sore  thr(>at,  attended  with  painful  dysphagia  as  the  moot  promi 
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neiit  symptoin,  a  condition  which  had  existed  nearly  five 
months.  The  difficulty  of  swallowinn;  had  been  so  great  at 
times,  tl)at  she  had  been  forced  to  assist  deghitition  with  her 
liands.  There  was  a  condition  of  chronic  follicular  j^haryngitis, 
but  the  most  marked  aj)pearance  of  disease  was  a  thickened  and 
inflamed  ej^iglottis,  relaxed  and  bent  backwards  towards  the 
right  side.  This  point  was  quite  j)ainful  to  the  touch.  The 
parts  were  thoroughly  washed  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
sixty  grains  to  the  ounce,  after  which  swallowing  was  accom- 
plished much  more  easily  and  without  pain.  Two  or  three  sub- 
sc^quent  a])])lications,  at  intervals  of  two  or  three  days,  relieved 
these  symptoms  entirely. 

The  treatment  of  chronic  laryngitis,  of  tuberculous  origin, 
would  vary  in  some  lespects  from  that  already  described.  In 
the  fii*st  place,  constitutional  treatment  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance. The  hygienic  surroundings  of  the  patient  as  to  tem- 
pemture,  clothing,  diet,  occupation,  etc.,  should  be  the  very 
best  that  love  or  monev  couhl  secure.  The  inte<i:ritv  of  the 
digestive  organs  should  be  maintained,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  treatment,  if  necessary.  The  most  nutritious  f<K)d  that 
can  be  digested  should  be  eaten,  including  the  taking  of  cod- 
liver  oil.  It  will  be  found  that  oftentimes  cod-liver  oil  is  best! 
Ix^nio  about  three  houi-s  or  so  after  a  meal,  or  just  about  the 
close  of  stomachic  di«i:estion.  If  ne(;essarv  it  may  be  alcoholized, 
etherized,  or  otherwise  made  palatable.  Sometimes  it  will  be 
found  to  be  taken  better  by  warming  the  tablesp<x)n.  A  table- 
spoonful  morning  and  evening  is  usually  sufficient.  If  it  dis- 
agree with  the  j)atient,  or  cause  nausea  or  loss  of  a])petite,  it 
must  be  abandoned.  Under  these  circumstances  the  ]>an(n*eatic 
emulsion  may  be  employed.  I  have  used  it  a  great  deal,  and 
find  our  domestic  preparations  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  Messi's. 
Savory  &  lloore,  of  London.  I  liave  also  administered,  with 
great  advantage  in  these  cases,  as  an  additional  article  of  diet, 
the  extract  of  malt,  prepared  by  Linck,  of  Stuttgart.  I  have 
tried  several  domestic  preparations  of  malt  extract,  as  well  as 
others  from  other  sources,  and  find  none  of  them  equal  to  that 
of  Linck.     It  is  in  a  thick  paste,  S(^mcwhat  like  guava  jelly, 
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and  can  be  eaten  from  the  sjxxni,  or  he  spread  on  bread,  or  be 
dissolved  in  water  or  milk.  A  table-sj)oonful  stirred  into  half 
a  j)int  of  milk  makes  a  chocolate-colored  mixture  that  is  readily 
taken.  One  or  two  ounces  of  this  extmct  of  malt  mav  be  takeu 
daily,  or  twice  a  day.  It  is  not  a  beer;  but  a  pure  extract  of 
the  malt  which  has  not  been  allowed  to  undergo  fermentation. 

Quinine  is  often  administered  as  a  tonic,  and  the  usual  prac- 
tice of  the  profession  is  to  associate  inm  with  it,  though  I  gen- 
erally depend  upon  the  quinine  alone,  and  try  to  get  iron  in 
with  the  f(KKl. 

The  constitutional  treatment  would  therefore  be  exactlv  that 
for  tuberculosis  of  the  lun<j:s. 

I>o(*al  treatment  is  also  requisite  in  this  form  of  laryngitis. 
It  is  not  alwavs  curative  by  anv  means :  but  it  is  almost  alwavs 
indispensable  as  a  means  of  relief. 

Nitrate  of  silver  d(M?s  <rood  service  in  this  form  of  larvniritis; 
but  in  some  instances  tannin  seems  more  useful.  I  employ  a 
saturated  solution  of  tannin  in  glycerine,  two  drachms  to  the 
ounce,  and  apj>ly  it  by  the  s]>onge,  cotton  wad,  or  the  pencil,  as 
nuiv  seem  most  desirable.  Sometimes  the  powder  of  tannin  is 
pn)pellcd  over  the  parts,  sometimes  it  is  ai)plied  by  the  sponge. 
Solutions  of  it  in  water,  too,  are  often  used. 

As  an  inhalation,  I  often  prescribe  the  spray  of  tepid  water, 
containing  a  drop  or  two  of  Eau  de  Cologne  to  the  ounce. 
This  is  grateful  to  the  parts,  and  assists  the  dislodgmcnt  of  the 
products  of  secretion.  Where  the  secretion  is  abundant  and 
tenacious,  excellent  results  often  follow  the  inhalation  of  solu- 
tions of  the  carbonates  of  soda  or  potassa  ;  where  it  is  excessive 
or  unpleasant  in  od<»r,  much  benefit  follows  the  use  of  carl>olic 
acid,  a  grain  or  two  to  the  ounce,  to  which  may  often  he 
added  a  few  drops  of  the  compound  solution  of  iodine.  In 
a  few  instances  I  have  seen  this  combination  work  wonders, 
and  apparently  arrest  the  onward  march  of  confirmed  phthisis 
with  ulcerative  laryngitis,  and  permit  the  resumption  of  the  pa- 
tient's ordinary  emjdoyments,  where  no  such  effect  had  been 
expected.  In  other  respects  the  local  treatment  would  be  that 
for  chronic  laryngitis  in  general. 

Fresh  air  and  an  equable  temperature  is  to  be  maintained. 
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The  patient  should  be  encoiirai^ed  to  go  out  every  day  for  two 
or  tliree  hours  at  least,  and  when  at  home  sliould  oc(nipy  a  room 
kept  at  a  temperature  of  at  least  70''  F.,  as  ascertained  by  the 
thermometer,  care  being  taken  to  keep  the  air  from  becoming  too 
dry,  and  to  maintain  ventilation  by  means  of  an  open  window, 
without  exposing  the  patient  to  its  direct  draught. 

Too  often,  alas,  we  are  unable  to  restrain  the  march  of  the 
disease  to  its  fatal  termination,  w^ien  all  that  we  can  do  is  to  be 
guided  in  our  actions  l)y  the  progressive  needs  of  tlie  case,  and 
to  soothe  tlie  path  to  the  grave  by  every  means  in  our  }X)wer. 

Tracheotomy  has  been  recommended  in  cases  of  the  kind 
under  discussion,  for  the  puq)ose  of  securing  rest  to  the  inflamed 
lar}^nx ;  and  the  operation  has  sometimes  been  performed  with 
Buch  a  result.  It  cannot  be  curative  however,  directlv  or  in- 
directlv,  and  therefore  should  be  resorted  to  onlv  in  cases  where, 
from  opdema  or  the  impaction  of  iiecn)sed  cartilage,  asphyxia 
was  tlireatcned. 

The  treatment  of  syphilitic  laryngitis,  in  its  primary  catarrhal 
or  secondary  ulcerative  manifestations,  would  not  differ  from 
that  of  ordinary  laryngitis,  except  that  in  secondary  ulcerations, 
if  there  were  no  signs  of  retrogression,  the  patient  would  be 
mercurialized.  In  the  tertiary  forms  of  syphilis,  however,  be- 
fore the  disease  has  progressed  to  irreparable  destruction,  it  can 
almost  always  be  promptly  arrested  by  the  internal  use  of  the 
iodide  of  potassium  and  the  bichloride  of  mercury,  and  the  local 
application  oi  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  to  the  disejised  structures. 
The  caustic  may  be  of  the  strength  of  one  part  in  from  four  to  ten 
of  water,  and  may])e  applied  every  second  or  third  d«ay.  Strong 
nitrate  of  silver,  and  the  acids,  are  also  efficient ;  but  not  more  so 
than  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercurv,  and  often  much  less  so.  When 
syphilitic  laryngitis  has  existed  for  a  longtime,  such  destruction 
has  taken  place  and  such  poisoning  of  the  system  as  to  render  a 
cure  impossible.  The  constrictions  of  the  parts  produced  by 
the  cicatrices  of  extensive  ulcei-s,  and  the  adhesions  between 
adjoining  surfaces,  is  often  such  as  to  render  tracheotomy  ne- 
cessary, with  the  permanent  use  of  the  tube ;  for  the  constric- 
tions following  syphilis  are,  as  a  rule,  inamenable  to  dilatation. 
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MANIPULATION'S    WITHIN    THE    LAKYNX. 

It  is  liardlv  neecssurv  to  sav  that  the  topical  treatineiit  of  all 
intra-hirvuixcal  affections  should  he  carried  on  under  the  2^uid- 
aiice  of  the  larvn«j^oscope.     It  will  lie  well,  therefore,  to  de 
scrihc  the  method  of  making  these  applications,  and   the  in- 
struments suitable  for  the  pur}>ose  ;  with  which  view  the  author 
reproduces  in  part  some    remarks   appearing  originally  else- 
where.*    Certain  general  manipulations  are  necessiirv  for  the 
])roper  intnHlnction  of  every  instrument  within  the  larynx,  from 
a  blunt  {)n)be  to  an  exjH)sed  bistoury.     Practice  is  necessarj'  to 
learn  to  follow  the  rellex  of  the  instrument  in  the  larvnc^eal 
mirror.     The  plan  which  the  writer  has  found  most  useful  m 
instructing  his  puj)ils,  is  to   have  them  begin  by  holding  the 
laryngeal  mirror  over  a  plane  surface,  as  for  instance,  the  page 
before  us,  the  paper  representing  the  plane  of  the  upper  sur- 
face of  the  larynx,  and  the  mirror  being  held  an  inch  or  more 
above  it,  at  an  inclination  of  al)out  50^.     For  this  puriK)se  a 
laryngeal  picture,  such  as  the  drawing  on  page  19,  fig.  9,  maylx; 
advantajreouslv  emi)loved.     The  student  is  directed  to  take  a 
probe  in  his  other  hand,  and,  keeping  his  vision  upon  the  image 
in  the  mirror  of  the  sj>ot  he  designs  touching,  to  carry  the  probe 
towards  the  mirror  until  it  is  nearlv  in  contact,  and  to  move  the 
])robe  gently  until  a  distinct  view  is  obtained  of  the  image  of 
its  point ;  when,  without  losing  sight  of  the  image  of  the  end 
of  the  i)r()be,  it  is  to  be  directed  towards  the  selected  spot,  and 
to  be  slowly  carried  to  it.     A  little  practice  soon  renders  one 
familiar  with  the  dei^ree  of  inclination  necessarv  to  be  i'iven  to 
the  probe  to  secure  the  desired  movement.      After  this  pro- 
cedure has  been  rei)eated  often  enough  to  familiarize  the  stu- 
dent with  the  proper  method  of   following  the  reflex  of   his 
mani{)ulati<nis,  so  as  to  carry  his  instrument  at  will  to  the  right 
or  the  left,  the  front  or  the  rear,  the  straight  probe  is  exchanged 
for  a  curved  one,  such  as  would  be  suitable  for  introduction  into 
the  larynx,  and  then  the  same  exercises  are  repeated  ;  a  second 
person,  after  a  while,  designating  the  |:)<>ints  which  the  student 
is  to  endeavor  to  touch.     A  three-si<led  tube  of  pasteboard,  of 
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tlie  size  of  the  larynx,  with  certain  marks  upon  its  inner  Biir- 
faces  is  then  subi-titnted  for  the  sheet  of  paper,  printed  page,  or 
laryngeal  pictm-c,  and  the  mirror  is  then  lield  ahuve  this  so  as  to 
reflect  the  image  of  its  interior  ;  and  the  exercises  are  repeated, 
The  diftieulty  of  reaching  a  desired  sjwt  is  now  ratlier  greater 
than  before,  and  tins  compels  the  student  to  learn  to  raise  the 
handle  of  his  instrument  if  he  wishes  to  tiinch  the  anterior  sur- 
face of  the  tube,  and  to  depress  it  in  order  to  can-y  the  point  of 
his  instrument  towartls  the  postei'ior  portion  of  tlie  tube,  as  also 
the  pi\>per  movements  to  the  one  eide  or  the  other. 


._....  .jre-  of  Inialuyrimil  miftrj 

After  this  a  papier-mache  model  of  a  larynx  is  employed  as 
a  means  of  exercise;  and  finally,  the  method  introduced  by 
Toboid,  which  is,  to  mount  u  recently  excised  larynx  with  the 
tongue,  soft  palate,  etc.,  u^kju  tlie  rod  supporting  a  mounted 
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skull  with  the  jaws  separated ;  the  (esophagus  being  tied  around 
the  rod.  Where  a  recent  human  larynx  cannot  be  obtained,  a 
wet  preparation  or  a  dried  one,  an  artificial  one  or  one  from 
one  of  the  inferior  animals,  is  substituted. 

After  a  certain  amount  i^f  facility  has  been  acquired  in  this 
way,  it  is  necessary  to  learn  how  to  inana<i:e  the  mirror  and 
operating  instrument  with  artificial  light.  Tliis  is  best  done  by 
suspending  the  model  or  mounted  skull  within  a  Ik)X  haying  a 
small  oj)ening  to  re{)resent  the  mouth  in  its  relatiye  jx)sition ; 
and  then  the  light  is  to  be  thrown  in  u}X)n  the  parts,  and  the 
manipulation  ])roceeded  with  as  beforc. 

Even  after  all  this  preliminary  practice,  it  will  require  a  great 
deal  of  patience  to  learn  to  use  instruments  upon  a  patient 
in  whom  nervousness,  and  the  natural  irritability  of  the  struc- 
tares,  will  cause  more  or  less  movement  of  the  parts,  wliose 
refiex  must  be  followed  promptly  and  accurately  in  order  to 
insure  precision  of  application.  This  is  especially  necessary 
when  the  desired  apj»li(!ation  is  to  be  limited  to  a  small  area  of 
diseased  structure. 

The  principal  rule  to  be  observed  in  all  these  manipulations, 
be  tliev  what  thev  may,  is : 

To  carry  the  instrument  well  towards  the  mirror,  until  its 
point  is  visible  in  the  image,  and  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  jK)int 
during  the  operation. 

Frequently,  the  instrument  will  have  to  be  withdrawn  again 
and  again  befoi'e  a  favorable  opportunity  is  presented  for  carry- 
ing it  home;  but  with  increased  practice,  the  expert  soon  be- 
comes able  to  succeed  at  almost  every  attempt. 

We  can,  in  this  way,  not  only  make  local  applications  of  a 
general  nature,  such  as  swabbing,  syringing,  etc.,  but  ^ve  can 
cauterize  circumscribed  ulcers;  open  abscesses;  ligate,  excise, 
twist  off,  or  crush  u[)  tumoi's ;  scarify  granulations  and  tume- 
factions; electrize  individual  muscles;  in  fact,  perform  almost 
every  surgical  oj^eration  not  necessitating  dissection ;  and  this, 
without  compromising  the  integrity  of  the  healthy  structures  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  operation. 

The  instrument  which  is  to  be  carried  into  the  lar\nix  must 
be  constructed  with  a  suitable  curve  or  angle.     The  angle  most 
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generally  serviceable  is  one  of  perhaps  112°,  but  if  it  be  a 
little  greater  or  a  little  less,  it  will  make  no  material  difference 
in  most  cases.  The  angular  instrument  will  occupy  more  room 
in  the  pharynx,  but,  in  certain  instances,  is  advantageous  by  the 
room  it  gives  to  avoid  touching  the  epiglottis  unnecessarily. 
The  laryngeal  portion  of  the  instrument  may  vary  from  an  inch 
and  a  half  to  three  inches  in  length,  and  the  handle  orstemfi'om 
six  to  eiirht  inches.  Under  certain  circumstances  the  usual  form 
of  the  instrument  may  be  conveniently  departed  from  in  conse- 
quence of  peculiar  conformation  of  the  larnyx,  or  where  it  is 
intended  to  operate  upon  the  anteri(jr  or  the  posterior  i>ortion 
of  the  tube.  In  the  former  instance  the  angle  may  be  more 
acute,  and  in  the  latter  more  obtuse;  otherwise,  the  necessary 
depression  or  elevation  of  the  hand  to  reach  the  desired  spot, 
will  exact  unusual  skill  on  the  part  of  the  operator. 

The  management  of  the  head  and  tongue  of  the  patient  had 
better  be  left  to  himself.  If  he  is  a  little  nervous  his  head 
may  rest  up(jn  the  breast  of  a  friend,  or  against  a  special  head- 
rest similar  to  tliat  used  in  photography. 

AVlien  the  tongue  is  fleshy  or  very  unruly,  a  tongue-depressor 
may  be  necessary  to  control  it. 

Light,  patient,  tongue,  etc.,  being  in  pro})er  adjustment,  the 
operator  introduces  the  mirror  with  one  hand,  while  with  the 
other  he  takes  up  the  operating  instrument  and  passes  it  well 
back  into  the  pharynx  and  close  to  the  mirror,  carefully  avoid- 
ing contact  with  any  of  the  i>tructures ;  then,  witli  the  image  of 
the  laryngeal  mirror,  as  the  ''guide  to  the  operating  hand,"  the 
point  of  the  instrument  is  to  be  directed  towards  the  desired 
spot,  and,  following  the  reflection,  is  to  be  cari-ied  there  prompt- 
ly and  quietly.  The  instrument  must  be  taken  in  hand  as  if 
it  were  a  pen, — not  as  if  it  were  a  cart-whip,  a  position  in 
which  too  many  are  apt  to  hold  it, — and  the  Angers  being  ex- 
tended on  the  wrist,  the  laryngeal  portion  is  to  be  carried  over 
the  tongue,  until  its  approach  is  seen  in  the  mirror.  Instru. 
ments  for  special  purposes  are  provided  with  rings  and  buttons 
for  the  thumb  and  finirers.  It  is  not  alwavs,  even  after  loner 
practice,  that  the  actual  contact  of  instrument  with  the  diseased 
spot  can  be  recognized  in  the  mirror,  for  usually,  and  nearly 
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always  at  a  first  application,  ppasinodic  action  ensues  at  the 
moment  of  contact;  and  tjometimes  the  instrument,  if  not  Mnlth- 
(li-awn,  will  be  caught  ujx)n  the  epiglottis  or  upon  the  base  of 
the  tongue ;  an  occun-ence  which  it  is  desirable  to  be  able  to 
avoid  ;  aUliough  under  certain  circumstances,  as  when  a  general 
application  is  being  made  l)y  means  of  a  moistened  sjx)nge,  the 
action  may  Ik)  advantageous  by  compressing  the  sjxMige  and 
tluis  forcing  its  contents  out  up<.»n  the  parts.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  character  of  the  contact  is  to  be  detennined  bv 
the  impression  conveyed  to  the  finger  by  the  end  of  the  instni- 
ment.  As  sc>on  as  pnicticable  after  the  operation,  which  means 
jis  s(K)u  as  the  spasmodic  action  it  excites  ceases,  the  parts  are 
to  be  examined  in  the  usual  manner,  in  order  to  judge  of  tlie 
success  of  the  aj)plication  or  the  necessity  for  its  repetition. 

Patients  soon  become  accustomed  to  the  momentary  contact 
of  a  foreign  IkkIv  against  the  laryngeal  nnicous  membrane ; 
but  at  the  earlier  apidications  the  distress  is  often  very  great 
indeed.  Tliere  is  a  great  deal  of  spasm  with  choking  sensa- 
tions, and  expectoration,  at  times  associated  with  cough; 
while  the  sense  of  constriction  and  dread  of  suffocation  some- 
times endures  for  several  minutes.  The  same  sensitive  effect 
occurs  as  when  a  foreign  body  has  been  removed  from  the 
conjunctival  mucous  membrane,  in  the  continuance  of  the 
sensation  its  presence  produced.  From  a  similar  c^use  patients 
will  continue  to  feel  as  if  tlie  sponge  were  in  the  thniat 
after  it  has  been  withdrawn,  and  this  will  sometimes  keep 
up  the  feeling  of  impending  suff(X*ation,  though  sometimes 
there  will  be  actual  spjism,  so  that  all  the  distressing  symp- 
toms of  stningulation  will  be  presented.  A  few  forced  ex- 
pirations, or  the  inlmlation  of  a  whiff  or  two  of  chloroform, 
will  s(K)n  control  the  spasm  if  it  does  not  subside  promptly. 
With  each  repetition  of  the  application,  however,  the  sensibil- 
ity of  the  part^  decreases,  until,  after  a  while,  the  operation 
will  be  folk)Wcd  by  a  mere  hawking  or  clearing  of  the  thn)at. 
In  the  earlier  applications,  t(K>,  the  effect  will  be  to  induce  ac- 
tive congi»stion  of  the  i)arts,  with  increased  secretion  followed 
by  a  sense  of  rawness,  dryness,  or  burning,  in  greater  or  lees 
degree,  and  continuing  for  a  period  varying  fi'om  fifteen  min- 
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iites  to  several  hours.  As  the  applications  are  repeated  these 
eflfeets,  too,  gradually  diminiBh  in  intensity.  The  swallowing 
of  cold  water  will  nmteriallv  alleviate  this  distress  when  it  is 
severe ;  and  if  it  continues  for  some  time  the  inhalation  of  an 
anodyne  solution  or  vapor  will  overcome  the  irritation. 

Very  often  a  successful  application  or  operation  can  be  made 
at  the  first  attemj)t ;  but  in  all  cases  of  extreme  irritability  of 
structures  a  certain  amount  of  preparatory  manipulation  is 
necessary.  The  best  method  of  inducing  tolerance  of  manipu- 
lation is  by  the  repeated  contact  of  an  extraneous  body.  We 
may  instruct  the  patient  how  to  pass  an  instrument  into  his  own 
larj'nx,  a  probang  armed  with  a  small  sj>onge,  for  instance,  and 
direct  him  to  insert  it  two  or  three  times  a  day  until  the  con- 
tact  of  the  instrument  can  be  endured  without  flinching.  This 
practice  nuiy  be  at  times  necessary  anterior  to  the  employment  of 
cutting  instruments  or  forceps  in  the  removal  of  growths,  etc. ;  less 
so  when  cauterization  or  general  applications  are  to  be  instituted. 

Very  often  the  epiglottis  is  more  irritable  than  the  interior 
of  the  larynx,  and  to  overcome  this  the  best  plan  is  for  the 
operator  to  pass  his  finger  behind  the  patient's  epiglottis,  and 
pull  it  forward  several  times,  and  then  to  tea(jh  the  patient  how 
to  perform  the  manonivre  himself,  and  direct  him  to  repeat  it 
occasionally,  at  intervals  during  the  day.  Then  he  may  be  pro- 
vided with  an  extension  thimble,  with  a  good,  broad,  blunt  end, 
and  insert  that  several  times  a  day.  When  the  epiglottis  is 
ver}'  much  depressed,  the  patient  must  pull  it  forward  frequent- 
ly, so  as  to  induce  it  to  assmne  a  more  erect  position.  A  pa- 
tient can  be  taught  to  raise  the  ej)iglottis  with  one  forefinger, 
and  then  to  i)ass  a  sponge  probang  along  the  back  of  the  finger 
dow-n  into  the  larynx.  By  this,  or  some  sinular  method,  the 
sensibility  of  the  part  will  be  gradually  subdued  ;  and  it  is  sur- 
prising sometimes  how  S(X)n  the  irritabilitj''  is  overcome.  And 
here  we  are  led  to  make  an  imjx)rtant  practical  observation, 
which  is,  that  a  patient  who  has  been  suffering  a  long  time  with 
severe  disease,  even  when  of  nervous  temperament,  will  leani  to 
control  his  sensations  promptly,  while  one  whose  ti-ouble  is  trivial 
or  imaginaiT,  will  require  longer  tuition  and  preliminar}'  mani- 
pulation.    Again,  it  ^vill  be  noticed,  that  a  patient  who  may  be 
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exceedingly  docile,  and  may  co-operate  well  with  his  physician 
durinn^  the  earlier  interviews,  will  sometimes  become  less  toler- 
ant of  manipulation  as  relief  is  being  obtained. 

AVliere  obstinate  depression  of  the  epiglottis  precludes  the 
convenient  intrcKluction  of  an  instnnnent,  it  will  have  to  be 
forcibly  raised  by  means  of  properly  curved  forceps,  hooks,  or 
pincettes,  of  which  that  of  Von  Bruns  is,  perliai>s,  the  best. 

Certain  precautions  are  necessary  to  success  in  limiting  a 
local  application  to  certain  portions  of  structures,  and  in  order 
to  gain  access  to  others;  and  for  this  purjK>se  we  avail  ourselves 
of  the  physiological  effect  of  voluntary  movement.  Thus,  if 
we  want  to  medicate  the  floor  of  the  glottis,  or  prevent  any  of 
the  material  used  fn)m  enterins:  the  trachea  and  ^►wer  larNnifjreal 
cavity,  we  direct  the  ]>atient  to  emit  a  vocal  sound,  which  of 
course  closes  the  glottis ;  if,  on  the  (contrary,  we  desire  the  in- 
strument to  enter  the  lower  laryngeal  cavity,  or  penetrate  into 
the  trachea,  we  direct  a  deep  inspiration  to  be  taken  which 
opens  the  glottis  and  permits  the  passage  of  the  instrument  be- 
tween its  lips ;  if  we  wish  to  make  an  ai>j)lication  to  the  laryn- 
geal surface  of  the  epiglottis,  or  to  the  anterior  j>ortion  of  the 
vocal  cords,  ventricular  bands,  etc.,  we  direct  the  forcible  ex- 
tension of  the  tongue,  and  the  utterance  of  a  note  of  high  pitch, 
or  an  ironical  laugh,  in  order  to  expose  these  structui'es  more  fully ; 
if  we  wish  to  touch  a  spot  upon  the  lingual  face  of  the  epiglot- 
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Laryngeal  brash  and  sponge-holder. 

tis,  or  in  the  gl()tto-e]>iglottic  sinuses,  or  upon  the  base  of  the 
tongue,  we  allow  the  base  of  the  tongue  to  remain  in  a  more 
natural  position,  or  cnuse  it  to  be  protruded  in  such  a  way  as 
will  not  raise  the  epiglottis  to  its  erect  position,  etc.  Then, 
again,  the  preliminary  movements  of  retching,  swallowing, 
coughing,  etc.,  voluntarily  executed,  will  raise  the  entire  larynx, 
and  bring  the  stnictures  within  nearer  reach  of  an  instrument. 
The  accompanying   illustrations,  Figs.  65,  66,  67,  68,  69,  70, 
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exhibit  at  a  glance  tbo  form  of  instruments  most  convenient 
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Tiirok*!  lAryngeal  bnuh. 


Tobold*a  ImzynKoU  qrringe.       Olbb'a  laryngml  donolMi. 


for  making  topical  applications  to  the  larynx  in  tlie  treatment 
of  laryngitis  and  other  affections. 
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Fig.  C7  represents  a  verj-  coiivciiieiit  syringe,  the  nozzle  of 
which  is  of  hard  rnbbcr,  with  a  eiiver  tip  pierced  witli  several 
fine  holes,  to  permit  o£  the  better  distribution  of  the  flnid.  The 
barrel  ia  of  glass,  and  the  pistoii-nid,  if  desired,  ean  be  gradu- 
ated, so  03  to  secure  accuracy,  if  deemed  impoi-tant.  The 
rings  on  the  ban-el  are  for  the  first  and  second  fingers ;  the  ring 
on  the  piston-rod  for  the  tliunib.  Its  niaiiuer  of  employment 
is  obvious. 

For  pn>jecting  a  finely  divided  douche  into  the  larynx  in  the 
form  of  a  sj)ray,  which  shall  irritate  the  jmrts  less  tliau  an  in- 
jection from  a  syringe,  the  best  iiistniment  which  has  been  de- 
vised is  the  laryngeal  douche  of  Dr.  Gibb,  of  Loudon  (Fig. 


It  consists  of  a  silver  tube,  to  the  free  extremity  of  which  there 
is  screwed  on  a  platimim  bulb,  perforated  by  a  number  of  ex- 
ceedingly minute  openings.  The  other  extremity  of  the  tube  ia 
fastened  within  the  neck  of  a  rubber  ball.  The  instrument  ia 
charged  by  dipping  the  bulb  into  the  aolution  while  the  ball  is 
compressed,  and  tlien  releasing  the  ball.  It  is  discharged  by 
compressing  the  extremity  of  the  ball  with  the  thumb,  while 
the  tube  is  held  between  tlie  first  and  second  fingers. 

The  Bjiray-producer,  (Fig.  69)  devised  by  Dr.  KobertNewmaD, 
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of  New  York,  is  constnicted  on  the  principle  of  one  capillary 
tube  inclosing  another.  The  double  air-chamber  of  the  rubber 
tube  presses  the  air  through  the  inner  tube  r  r,  and  directs  the 
spray.  The  same  movement  exhausts  the  air  from  the  outer 
tube^  j9.  As  soon  as  there  is  a  vacuum  in  the  outer  tube,  the  fluid 
from  the  vial  S  is  forced  upwards  into  it,  and  surrounds  the 
inner  tube.  The  continued  pressure  forces  the  fluid  through  the 
small  opening,  and  produces  the  spray.  The  fluid  is  carried  in 
the  outer  tube — the  air,  which  makes  the  spray  in  the  inner  tube. 
The  opposite  mechanism — i.^.,  the  inner  tube  carrying  the  fluid, 
and  the  outer  the  air,  will  produce  the  same  effect.  Instruments 
constructed  according  to  the  latter  theory  have  been  made  by  the 
same  artist,  and  work  well.  These  nebulizers  are  made  to  direct 
the  spray  in  different  ways :  upwards,  downwards,  or  straight 
forward.  Either  of  these  directions  is  produced  by  the  end  of 
the  imier  tube,  which  conveys  the  air.  But  in  either  case  the 
instrument  is  only  one  piece  of  machinery.  Fig.  1  represents 
the  straight  nebulizer  in  operation  \  ]}  p  p\$>  the  outer  tube  ;  r  r 
inner  tube.     S  the  vial  with  the  medicated  fluid. 

Fig.  2  is  the  end  of  a  nebulizer  turned  downwards  for  the 
larynx,  etc.,  and  Fig.  3  the  end  of  another  which  sprays  upwards 
for  the  posterior  nares. 

These  instruments  possess  many  advantages.  They  are  clean 
and  do  not  decompose  the  solutions ;  produce  a  fine  spray ; 
never  need  repairs,  and  are  easily  kept  in  order.  They  are  not 
patented.     Hence,  they  are  strongly  recommended. 


Pig.  70. 


Banchfofls*  larjngcal  powder-insnfflator. 

For  projecting  powders  into  the  larynx,  the  insufflator  of 
Rauchfuss  (Fig.  70)  is  admirably  adapted.  The  i)0wder  is  in- 
serted into  a  slot,  which  is  then  covered  by  a  slide.  The  instru- 
ment is  then  discharged  in  the  same  manner  as  Gibb's  .douche. 
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The  employment  of  powders  for  purposes  of  creneral  medica- 
tion of  the  larynx  will  sometimes  he  found  much  less  irritating 
than  the  use  of  solutions.  These  powders  must  be  properly 
diluted  with  some  innocuous  material. 

ELEPn^\NTIASI8    OF   THE   LARYNX. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  larynx  is  peculiarly  affected  in 
elephantiasis,  but  the  accounts  given  of  the  condition  are  too 
meagre  and  conflicting  to  admit  of  any  satisfactorj-  aTialysis. 
There  appears  to  be  more  or  less  catarrhal  inflammation,  with 
hypertrophy  of  some  portions  of  the  laryngeal  structures,  and 
destruction  of  tissue  in  others.  Gibb  *  6i)eak8  of  a  peculiar 
shrillness  of  the  voice,  the  production  of  which  hardly  appears 
to  be  accounted  for  in  his  description  of  the  affection.  Wolff," 
who  has  examined  a  number  of  cases  in  the  island  of  Madeira, 
does  not  mention  this  jKJculiarity  of  voice.  lie  speaks  of  a 
fatal  constriction  of  the  larynx,  and  also  of  oedema  rapidly  fatal ; 
a  condition  which  Norwegian  physicians*  have  often  encoun- 
tered. This  affection  is  usuallv  connected  witli  a  similar  con- 
dition  of  tongue  and  pharynx,  and,  according  to  the  belief  of 
Mackenzie,*  never  attacks  the  mucous  membrane  until  after  it 
has  manifested  itself  upon  the  cutaneous  surface. 

INFLAiQIATIONS    OF   TUE   TRACUEA. 

The  trachea  is  liable  to  inflammation  and  its  products,  and 
frequently  participates  in  the  diseases  affecting  the  larynx. 
Occasionally,  however,  tlie  disease  is  confined  to  the  windpipe. 

Acute  inflammation  of  the  trachea  occura  sometimes  as  an 
idiopathic  affection,  sometimes  as  a  symptom  of  small-pox, 
measles,  typhus,  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  croup,  etc.  Pain 
referred  to  the  windpipe  and  to  the  top  of  the  stenmm,  an 
expectoration  of  mucus,  sometimes  in  regular  rings,  and  the 
accompaniment  of  a  peculiar  brazen-like  cough,  are  the  main 

>  On  the  Throat  and  Windpipe,  p.  273. 

*  De  Lepra  Arabum  (Elephantiasis  Gnooonim).      Yirchow^s  Arehiv^  1863, 
Bd.  26. 

•Tiirck,  op.  cit.  p.  429. 

*  On  Growths  in  the  Larynx,  p.  36. 
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features  of  diflferential  diagiiosiB,  from  laryngitis  bronchitis,  or 
general  catarrhal  iniiannnation  of  the  air-passages.  If  the 
disease  is  confined  to  the  trachea,  there  will  be  no  hoarseness. 
In  favorable  cases,  the  parts  can  be  examined  with  the  laryngo- 
scope. The  mucous  membrane  covering  the  rings  and  inter-car- 
tilaginous spaces,  will  be  more  or  less  red  or  dark  red  in  color; 
but  this  appearance  is  not  to  be  depended  on  as  a  certainty  in 
diagnosis. 

Chronic  inflammation  of  the  trachea  accompanies  follicular 
pharyngo-laryngitis,  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  syphilis.  The 
mucous  membrane  is  dark  red,  as  seen  on  laryngosco})ic  inspec- 
tion, and  clumps  of  nnicus  are  usually  adherent,  here  and  there, 
to  the  cartilages  or  interspaces.  Though  usually  ass(jciated  with 
chronic  laryngitis,  this  affection  is  sometimes  met  with  alone. 
The  chi*onic  hiflammation  accompanying  tuberculosis  and  syphi- 
lis is  apt  to  extend  itself  to  the  submucous  tissues,  in  some 
instances  to  invade  the  cartilaginous  structures,  producing 
extensive  and  irremediable  destruction  of  tissue,  of  which,  as  a 
rule,  no  adequate  conception  can  be  obtained,  even  by  the  use 
of  the  laryngoscope,  until  an  examination  of  the  parts  after  the 
death  of  the  patient.  Papillomatous  vegetations  similar  to 
those  produced  in  the  analogous  ulcerations  of  the  larynx  are 
occasionallv  met  with. 

Syphilitic  ulcerations,  in  addition,  and  sometimes  tuberculous 
one«,  are  apt  to  be  accompam'ed  in  their  cicatrization  by  a  con- 
traction sometimes  amounting  to  stricture,  a  condition  usually 
irremediable  if  below  the  point  at  which  a  tracheotomy  can  be 
performed.  A  constriction  sometimes  results  from  submucous 
infiltration  of  the  lining  membmne  of  the  trachea.  A  very 
remarkable  case  of  this  kind  is  recorded  in  the  volume  of  Dr. 
Gibb.* 

The  treatment  of  inflammation  of  the  trachea  would,  in  the 
main,  be  that  employed  for  acute  laryngitis,  only  much  less 
active.  This  would  consist  in  rest,  warm  water  |X)ultices  exter- 
nally, the  inhalation  of  steam,  impregnated,  if  desired,  with 
balsamic  or  anodyne  substances,  and  a  mild  antiphlogistic  course 


On  the  Throat  and  Windpipe,  2d  Edit,  p.  307. 
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internally.  An  acute  attack  might,  in  its  earliest  state,  he  aborted 
by  means  of  a  large  dose  of  opium,  or  the  local  ajiplication  of  a 
strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver.  Chronic  inflammation  of 
the  ti-achea  requires  treatment  similar  to  chronic  laryngitis. 
The  local  apj^lications  may  be  made  with  the  sjxnige  probang, 
or  with  Gibh's  douche.  The  latter  instrument  can  alwavs  be 
used  to  propel  solutions  down  the  trachea;  the  passage  of  the 
8ix)nge  requires  8i>ecial  skill  in  manipulation.  Sulphate  of  zinc 
or  the  nitrate  of  silver  would  be  found  most  universally  appli- 
cable for  the  l<K*al  treatment  of  chronic  tracheitis.  I  have  seen 
a  great  deal  of  benefit  result  from  both  of  them.  The  treat- 
ment for  chnHiic  tracheitis  accompanying  tuberculosis  and  sy- 
philis would  be  that  detailed  for  the  chronic  larj-ngitis  attending 
tliese  diseases. 

A  somewhat  remarkable  case,  from  the  author's  practice,  is 
given  in  this  connection. 

Chronic  inflammation  of  the  Trachea,  of  Forty  Years' 

Standing,  cured  by  Nitrate  of  Silver. — Hannah  L ,  a^t. 

45,  called  upon  me  (April  1, 18()7)  at  the  recommendation  of  Dr. 
Atkinson,  with  reference  to  treatment  for  a  chronic  sore  throat, 
which  she  had  had  as  long  as  she  could  remember.  It  must 
have  existed  then  for  at  least  forty  years.  There  was  evidence 
of  congestion,  on  laryngoscopic  inspection,  clear  downi  the 
trachea.  There  were  several  warts  on  the  jK)sterior  ix>rtion  of 
the  tonmie,  to  the  left  side,  seemin«i:ly  of  textures  sinn'lar  to 
that  of  the  tongue,  and  perhaps  enlarged  or  aggregated  papilla?. 
There  were  a  number  of  cutaneous  excrescences  on  the  face. 

A  sponge  saturated  in  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  sixty  grains 
to  the  ounce,  was  [)assed  down  tlie  entire  length  of  the  trachea, 
thoroughly  swabbing  the  parts,  every  other  day.  AVithin  a  week, 
the  relief  to  all  the  tra(;lieal  symptoms  was  marked.  The  fre- 
quency of  the  application  was  diminished,  and  in  little  more 
than  two  nu)nths  slie  was  discharged  fnnn  treatment,  the  cure 
apparently  complete.  More  than  a  year  afterwanls,  perhaps 
two,  Dr.  Atkinson  informed  mo  that  the  relief  had  been  perma- 
nent. 
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The  author  saw  a  case  of  ulceration  of  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  tradiea,  in  the  body  of  a  young  man  who  died  suddenly, 
suflFoeated  by  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  trachea,  and  the 
post-mortem  examination  of  whose  body  he  was  invited  to  per- 
form by  Dr.  Shapleigh.  There  was  no  evidence  of  phthisis; 
and  the  larynx  was  normal.  There  had  l)een  hoarseness  during 
life  and  occasional  hemorrliage,  the  earliest  indications  having 
commenced  three  years  before  death,  and  subsequent  to  a  garot- 
ting  by  highwaymen.  The  ulceration  was  apparently  the  result 
of  simple  inflammation,  non-specific  and  non-tuberculous. 

CONSTRICTION    OF   THE    TRACHEA. 

Constriction  of  the  trachea  may  be  produced  by  the  presence 
of  aneurismal  or  other  tumors  outside  of  the  windpipe.  This 
condition  is  to  be  carefullv  discriminated  from  stricture  of  the 
tube,  the  result  of  disease  of  the  trachea  itself. 

The  constriction  may  be  due  to  compression  by  an  aneurism 
of  the  aorta,  cervical  abscesses,  enlarged  lymphatic  glands, 
tumors  of  the  neck,  benign  and  malignant,  goiti-ous  and  other 
tumors  of  the  thyroid  gland,  etc.  The  symi)toms  of  this  con- 
dition of  things  would  be  those  of  impeded  respiration,  in 
marked  cases  amounting  to  dyspncea,  and  in  severe  cases  pro- 
ceeding to  avsphyxia.  The  existence  of  a  tumor  in  the  situations 
mentioned  would  lead  to  the  suspicion  of  compression  of  the 
trachea  if  dyspnea  were  present.  Still  this  symptom  might 
exist  independently  of  any  compression  of  the  trachea,  being 
produced  by  compression  of  the  nervous  trunk.  Compression 
of  the  main  nerve,  or  of  the  inferior  laryngeal  fibres,  would  in 
like  manner  produce  aphonia,  which  may  therefore  coexist  as 
a  sym})tom  of  compression  upon  the  trachea  from  the  outiside. 
The  encroachment  of  the  tumor  upon  the  calibre  of  the  tube 
has  often  been  observed  in  the  laryngf>scopic  mirror.  TUrck* 
mentions  several  cases  of  this  kind,  and  depicts  the  images  seen 
in  the  laryngoscopic  mirror. 

The  treatment  for  this  condition  should  be  directed  to  the 
cause  producing  it,  as  the  sole  means  of  remedy.     Only  in  cases 

'  Op.  cit.»  p.  507  et  eeq. 
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where  the  tumor  was  hi*^h  up  in  the  neck  could  any  hope  of 
relief  be  held  out  from  the  oiHjmtion  of  tradieotomy. 

Constriction  of  the  trachea,  the  result  of  a  cause  of  an  entirely 
different  nature  sometimes  exists,  and  may  be  mistaken  for  con- 
striction from  a  tumor  whose  presence  cannot  be  determined. 
For  a  knowledjre  of  this  affection  we  are  indebted  to  Dr.  S. 
Scott  Allison,*  who  has  jx^inted  out  a  condition  of  the  trachea 
giving  rise  to  suspicion  of  tubercle  of  the  lung,  and  involving 
the  form  and  calibre  of  the  trachea,  and  which  has  received  little 
notice  ivom  pathologists.  This  condition  he  describes  as  one  of 
constriction  of  the  tube  immediately  above  its  bifurcation.  The 
extent  of  narrowing  varies,  but  is  very  manifest  to  the  eye  in 
manv  cases.  It  aflFects  the  whole  circumference  of  the  tube, 
and  does  not  proceed  from  projections  at  particular  s})ots.  The 
cartilages  remain  of  normal  length,  the  soft  parts  of  the  jxjs- 
terior  wall  onlv  bein;'  reduced  in  breadth.  This  is  verv 
obvious,  and  dei)ends  usually  on  undue  muscular  contraction. 
No  morbid  lesions  are  fonnd,  saving  narrowing  and  over- vas- 
cularity, and  some  thickening  of  the  nnicous  membrane ;  the 
calibre  of  the  narrowed  part  being  unduly  less  than  that  of  the 
trachea  in  its  upi)er  i)ai't. 

The  symptoms  which  this  condition  induces  are  described  as 
difficulty  in  both  inspiration  and  respiration,  with  auscultatory 
constrictive  phenomena  at  the  sternum,  great  sense  of  oppres- 
sion in  the  1-egion  of  the  sternum  and  adjacent  parts  of  the 
chest,  liable  to  exacerbation  on  exix>sure  to  cold,  and  on  occa- 
sions of  increase  of  vascular  congestion,  or  of  spasmodic  action. 
It  may  give  rise  to  emphysema. 

A  similar  condition  of  the  trachea  is  described  as  occurring 
in  the  latter  stages  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  of  course 
there  would  not  be  anv  doubt  then  as  to  the  dia2:nosis. 

The  affection  under  consideration  is  looked  upon  by  Dr. 
Allison  as  comparatively  safe  and  generally  lo<*.al,  despite  its 
occasional  accompaniments  of  general  derangement  of  health, 
loss  of  flesh,  cough,  and  occasional  streaky  hemoptysis.  Such  a 
case  would  be  treated  by  the  writer  by  the  passage  of  a  sponge 
loaded  with  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver. 

*  On  Morbid  Throat,  in  relation  to  Consumption.     London,  1800,  p.  12. 


CKOUP.  395 

FISTULE   OF    THE   LARYNX    AND   l-RACIIEA. 

A  fistule  of  the  larynx  or  trachea  is  occasionally  met  with 
as  a  congenital  affection.  There  is  a  slight  discharge  of  mucus 
or  muco-pus  at  the  external  opening ;  and  it  is  differentiated 
from  fistule  of  the  pharynx  or  oesophagus,  or  a  fistule  coiniected 
with  one  of  the  burste  in  this  region,  by  the  passage  of  an  ex- 
ploring probe  into  the  air-passage,  or  tlie  egress  of  air  from  the 
interior. 

A  subcutaneous  fistule  of  the  larynx  or  trachea  is  sometimes 
present,  of  which  I  have  seen  two  examples ;  one  in  a  young 
man,  a  journeyman  cigar-box  maker,  and  the  other  in  a  young 
lady  with  enlarged  cervical  glands  and  aphonia.  The  symptoms 
in  both  these  cases  were  very  similar.  A  sudden  emphysema- 
tous swelling  would  appear  in  front  of  the  neck  and  imder  the 
jaw,  in  one  instance  pushing  the  tissues  forward  beyond  the 
chin,  and  of  course  producing  great  deformity.  Sometimes  the 
occurrence  would  take  place  within  a  few  minutes,  and  some- 
times the  tumor  would  not  attain  it^  greatest  size  under  several 
hours.  It  would  gradually  subside  spontaneously  in  the  course 
of  a  day  or  two,  or  under  the  influence  of  friction  externally, 
but  sometimes  remain  for  three  or  four  days.  Though  making 
its  appearance  often  under  the  influence  of  emotion  or  exertion, 
it  would  occur  sometimes  without  any  apparent  cause. 

There  being  no  reason  to  believe  in  the  spontaneous  evolution 
of  gaseous  products  in  the  necks  of  these  individuals,  it  was 
presumed  that  a  fistule  existed  beneath  the  skin,  communicating 
with  the  larvnx  or  trachea.  No  internal  evidence  of  fistulous 
opening  could  be  discovered  with  the  laryngoscope.  The  con- 
dition is  technically  known  as  pneumatocele. 

The  subject  of  traumatic  fistule  is  spoken  of  in  connection  with 
the  subjects  of  wounds  and  fractures  of  the  larynx  and  trachea. 

CROUP. 

Croup  is  a  peculiar  exudative  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  air-passages,  or  of  the  muciparous  glands 
upon  their  surface,  with  a  marked  disposition  to  the  induction 
of  paroxysmal  spasm  of  tlie  muscles  of  the  glottis,  and,  perhaps, 
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also  of  paralvBis  of  the  nervous  fibrillar  distributed  to  the  minu- 
ter broiiclii.  It  affects  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larvnx  and 
tmchea  chiefly,  but  sometimes  extends  into  the  bronchial  tract, 
and  not  unfreijuently  implicates  the  pharjnigeal  mucous  mem- 
brane also.  It  is  a  disease  which  attacks  the  adult  occasionally 
only,  the  greatest  })redis}>osition  being  confined  to  a  j>eriod  ex 
tendiu":  from  the  first  or  second  to  the  tenth  or  twelfth  vear  of 
life ;  although  it  is  sometimes  encountered  in  the  unweaned 
child.  From  some  cause  as  vet  undetermined,  male  children 
are  attacked  moi*e  freipiently  than  those  of  the  other  sex. 
Inasmuch  as  the  disease  is  most  prevalent  during  the  pericxl  of 
the  first  dentition,  it  may  be  supjK)sed  that  the  indisci'eet  use  of 
food  unsuited  to  tlie  masticatory  and  digestive  organs  of  the 
child  has  some  influence  on  the  development  of  this  peculiar 
form  of  exudative  inflannnation,  or  at  least  on  the  fostering  of  a 
predisposition  to  it. 

Tlie  disease,  especially  in  its  fully  developed  form,  is  noto- 
riously fatal,  and  it  is  always  of  a  serious  character,  not  from 
the  amoimt  of  inflammatory  action  alone,  for  that  is  compara- 
tivclv  insijrnificant  as  an  element  of  dan^jer,  but  from  the  loca- 
tion  of  the  exudative  product,  and,  in  a  less  degree,  from  the 
complication  of  spasm  of  the  glottis  ;  both  of  which  effects  may 
eventuate  in  suffocation. 

The  exciting  cause  of  croup  is  not  well  understood,  but  it 
seems,  in  the  nuijority  of  instances,  to  follow,  more  or  less,  ex- 
posure to  cold;  sometimes  very  little  exjK)Sure  indeed. 

There  seems  to  be  three  distinct  varieties  of  this  disease,  one 
of  which  is  catarrhal,  with  an  exudation  of  mucus  merely ; 
another  is  fibrinous,  in  which  a  distinct  pseudomembrane  be- 
comes deposited,  either  from  coagulation  of  the  exuded  albu- 
minous or  albumino-fil)rinous  materials,  or  fixmi  evapomtion  of 
their  waterv  constituents ;  and  a  third  variety,  which  is  but 
seldom  encountered,  in  which  there  is  an  actual  production  of 
pus. 

Laryngisnms  stridulus,  spasmodic  or  false  croup,  is  a  uen'ous 
affection,  and  should  not  be  included  in  an  account  of  inflam- 
matory croup. 

There  is  spasm  of  the  glottis  in  almost  every  instance,  though 
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there  is  great  variation  as  to  the  frequence  of  the  spasm,  and 
the  violence  of  the  pamxysm.  There  is  also  great  difference  in 
the  amount  of  dyspnoea,  which  usually  presents  i)aroxysms  of 
temporarily  increased  difficulty  of  respiration.  This  dyspnoea  is 
BometimeB  wholly  inadequate  for  satisfactory  explanation  by 
reason  of  the  amount  of  exudation ;  and  this  it  is  which  seems 
to  point  out  the  existence  of  an  element  of  paralysis  affecting 
the  nervous  distribution  at  the  ultimate  bronchi. 

Croup  is  usually  dependent  upon  causes  of  incidental  origin, 
but  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  occasionally  epidemic. 
Certain  diseases  affecting  the  mucous  membranes  secondarily 
or  primarily,  such  as  influenza  often,  measles  frequently,  and, 
to  a  certain  extent,  scarlatina,  seem  to  induce  a  prevalence  to 
the  pi-oduction  of  croup. 

The  catarrhal  form  of  croup  is  by  far  the  most  frequent ;  and 
botli  the  membranous  and  purulent  varieties  are  apt  to  begin  in 
the  catarrhal  form. 

There  is  usually  a  little  febrile  movement  at  the  commence- 
ment of  an  attack  of  croup,  without  being  necessarily  preceded 
by  any  great  amount  of  chilliness,  though  it  is  often  difficult  to 
ascertain  the  truth  as  to  tliis  point.  The  indisposition  of  the 
child  generally  attracts  attention  for  the  fii^st  time  towards  even- 
ing, the  child  speaking  with  a  voice  indicative  of  having  con- 
tracted a  cold,  and  coughing  a  little,  but  not  yet  with  the 
peculiarity  to  be  described  as  characteristic  of  the  affection. 
Still,  there  are  observers  who  assert  that  an  acute  ear  is  able  to 
detect  the  peculiar  quality  of  the  cough  from  its  very  com- 
mencement. Sometimes,  for  two  or  three  days,  the  symptoms 
are  only  those  of  sliglit  catarrh.  After  a  day  or  two— it  may 
be  four  or  five — towards  night,  there  gradually  appears  a  slight 
flush  upcm  the  countenance  of  the  child,  with  an  abnormal 
brilliancy  of  the  eye,  some  increased  heat  of  skin,  and  a  quick- 
ness and  fulness  of  the  pulse.  At  a  period  varying  between 
an  hour  or  two  before  midnight,  or  thereabouts,  the  child  is 
likely  to  be  awakened  by  the  onset  of  an  attack  of  dyspnoea, 
which  is  often  the  flrst  symptom  exciting  the  alarm  of  its 
parents;  but  sometimes  this  does  not  occur  until  early  in  tlie 
morning ;  and  it  is  at  this  period  usually  that  the  peculiar  char- 
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acter  of  the  cough  is  cletc(*.ted.  This  coiigli  is  very  characteristic, 
and  is  i^ecognized  when  first  heard  by  a  medical  practitioner, 
and  remenil>ered  ever  after.  A  description  conveys  no  adequate 
idea  of  its  peculiarity.  It  has  a  s}>ecific  ring  to  it,  which  has 
been  compared  to  the  crowing  of  a  cock,  and  to  the  resonance 
of  a  brass  tube. 

The  cough  is  at  first  sonorous,  but  undergoes  gradual  clianges 
into  huskiness,  and  finallv  in  some  instances  becomes  almost 
toneless,  the  child  being  seen  to  cough  but  not  heard  in  so  doing. 
The  voice,  which  is  at  the  first  nearly  natural,  becomes  hoarse 
and  dissonant,  acquiring  a  j)eculiar  quality  suggestive  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  sound  of  the  cough ;  and,  as  the  disease 
pn>gresses,  it  changes  into  a  dull  husky  laryngeal  whisper,  which 
gradually  becomes  extinct.  The  dyspncea  increases  likewise, 
until  finally  there  are  presented  all  the  phenomena  of  struggling 
for  breath,  with  distention  of  the  nostrils,  protrusion  of  the  eye- 
balls, clutching  at  the  thnmt,  and  grasping  at  the  anns  of  the 
attendants,  as  though  to  find  a  fulcrum  to  aid  the  action  of  the 
muscles  of  inspiration  ;  the  flush  disappears  from  the  face  of  the 
child,  which  becomes  pale,  more  or  less  puri)lish,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  there  is  lividityof  the  lips,  and  an  anxious  expres- 
sion of  countenance,  indicative  of  the  greatest  distress. 

These  severe  symptoms  are  not  always  manifested  on  the  very 
first  day  of  the  disease,  but  come  on  gradually  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days,  and  with  increasing  significance.  In  the  early 
sta^e  of  the  affecttion  the  onlv  source  of  immediate  danMr  to 
life  exists  in  the  paroxysmal  spasm  of  the  glottis ;  but  at  a 
later  date,  when  the  exudative  process  has  become  fully  de- 
veloped, there  is  superadded  a  danger  of  suffocation  in  conse- 
quence of  the  obstruction  of  the  air-tube. 

(Voup  may  run  its  course  to  a  fatal  tennination  in  forty- 
eight  or  even  twenty-four  houi-s,  but  this  is  unusual;  its  general 
duration  being  from  five  to  eight  days,  though  case«  are  oc- 
casionallv  encountered  in  which  the  attack  continues  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  or  even  longer  according  to  s<jme  observers,  and 
in  some  instances  a  continuous  liability  to  its  attacks  seems  to 
be  kej)t  up  for  a  period  of  several  months. 

In  the  absence  of  direct  or  laryngoscopic  inspection  of  the  de- 
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posit,  tlie  only  certain  diagnosis  in  a  case  of  membranous  croup 
is  the  expulsion  of  some  of  the  products  of  exudation.  These 
may  appear  in  irregular  flakes,  or  as  thickctied  mucus ;  in  some 
instances  large  flakes  are  coughed  out  bearing  the  impress  of 
the  tracheal  cartilages,  sometimes  in  shreds,  sometimes  in  rings, 
sometimes  in  tubes,  sometimes  in  solid  balls.  Instances  are  on 
record  in  which  regular  casts  of  the  trachea  and  jx)rtions  of  the 
bronchi  have  been  expectorated,  and  similar  casts  of  great  ex- 
tent have  been  found,  not  infrequently,  on  post-mortem  exami- 
nation. The  appearance  of  fibrinous  deposits  upon  tlie  tonsils, 
palatine  arches,  or  pharynx,  is  also  indicative  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease,  but  is  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on  as  an  essential 
feature.  Laryngoscopic  inspection,  in  the  hands  of  very  skilful 
manipulators,  has  detected  the  presence  of  the  membrane  within 
the  larynx  and  the  trachea,  even  in  very  young  children.  In  chil- 
dren of  four  or  five  years  of  age  and  upwards,  such  an  exami- 
nation offers  no  great  difficulty  to  execution.  When  there  are 
no  evidences  of  this  kind  upon  which  to  base  a  judgment,  the 
case  is  supposed  to  be  croup  from  the  genei^al  symptoms, 
coupled  with  the  history  of  the  case  ;  and  if  there  is  any  doubt 
upon  the  subject  the  case  is  to  be  treated  «s  though  there  were 
no  doubt  at  all  of  its  being  croup,  in  order  to  secure  the  advan- 
tage of  judicious  treatment  in  the  early  stage,  a  point  of  great 
moment  in  the  management  of  this  dangerous  and  often  insidi- 
ous disease.  Crouj)  is  one  of  those  diseases  in  which  early  at- 
tention will  have  a  very  great  influence  upon  the  result,  an 
influence  often  of  life  over  death ;  and  it  is  therefore  incum- 
bent uj)on  the  physician  to  avoid  any  unnecessary  delay  in  ren- 
dering service.  Were  this  the  rule  more  than  it  is,  better  re- 
sults, perhaps,  than  are  usually  observed  would  follow  the  treat- 
ment of  croup. 

The  treatment  of  croup  is  a  subject  about  which  there  is  very 
little  uniformity  in  the  practice  of  physicians.  To  designate, 
merely,  the  various  methods  that  have  been  recommended, 
would  require  many  pages.  All  that  the  author  can  do,  in  the 
space  allotted  to  this  topics,  is  to  describe  the  plan  of  treatment 
wliich  seems  t^)  him  most  rational,  and  which,  with  such  modi- 
fications as  each  individual  case  has  required,  has  best  served 
the  purpose,  in  the  actual  test  of  his  practice.     The  main  prin- 
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ciple  in  view  is  to  sustain  strength  while  assisting  the  patient 
through  the  natural  eoui-se  of  the  disease. 

The  most  frequent  variety  of  cnnip  is  the  mucous  or  catarrhal 
form,  in  wlii<*h  there  is  little  disposition,  if  any,  to  the  con- 
gellation  of  the  exudation  into  a  membrane.  The  treatment 
of  this  form  would  be  but  little  different  from  that  of  a  case  of 
ordinary  catarrli,  save  tliat  the  j)atient  would  be  kept  in  bed,  in 
a  well-ventilated  r(M)m  wanned  to  a  temperature  of  not  less 
than  80^  F.,  and  that  the  air  of  the  apartment  would  be  kept  very 
moist  by  means  of  an  atmosphere  of  steam  pnnluced  in  one  of 
the  methods  to  be  described  presently.  If  the  child  wei-e  too 
young  to  make  voluntary  efforts  at  exi)ectoration,  an  emetic  of 
alum,  as  employed  by  the  late  Prof.  Meigs,  would  be  given 
about  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  in  order  to  prnvoke  ex- 
pectoration during  the  act  of  vomiting,  and  this  only  for  the 
reason  that  the  air-passages  of  children  are  Ux)  tolei-ant  of 
mucous  accumulations,  to  run  any  risk  of  their  increasing  to 
such  extent  as  to  offer  any  unpleasant  mechanical  complication 
during  the  management  of  the  case.  The  bowels  would  be 
kept  (►pen,  if  need  for  this  appear,  by  the  oleaginous  mixture  or 
by  bicarbonate  of  %)da,  or  some  other  gentle  laxative.  The 
diet  would  consist  of  milk' if  the  child  be  young;  or  of  beef 
tea  and  other  meat  broths,  or  soups  with  a  moderate  allowance 
of  farinaceous  fo<xl,  if  the  child  be  a  few  years  of  age.  If 
symptoms  of  debility  i)resent  themselves,  quinine  and  iron,  pre- 
ferably in  the  form  of  the  nmriate,  would  be  administered. 
And  finally,  if  there  were  a  gocxl  deal  of  inflammatory  action  in 
the  parts,  the  throat  would  be  enveloped  in  a  wet  cotton  poul- 
tice, covered  with  oiled  silk. 

Where  there  was  reason  to  suppose  that  the  exudation  was 
being  de}K)sited  in  the  form  of  a  membrane,  the  treatment 
would  be  more  active.  The  temperature  of  the  apartment 
would  be  kej)t  at  from  85°  to  00^  F.,  and  the  atmosphere  would 
be  more  loaded  with  steam  ;  with  the  object  in  view  of  supply- 
ing, to  the  exudation,  water  to  replace  that  which  is  lost  by 
evaporation  or  c(»aguhition  of  the  exudaticm  in  the  fonnation  of 
the  membrane.  With  this  view,  I  have  often  maintained  so  great 
an  evolution  of  steam  that  the  i)aper  of  the  room  has  hung 
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loose  from  the  walls.  AVhere  a  stove  can  be  placed  in  the 
room,  a  large  vessel  of  water  containing  a  few  towels  is  })laced 
upon  it.  The  presence  of  the  towels  or  napkins,  or  whatever 
may  be  employed,  assists  the  evolntion  of  the  steam.  If  this  be 
insufficient,  wet  cloths  are  hung  upon  chaii-s  and  arranged  near 
the  fire,  the  cloths  being  wet  again  as  soon  as  they  become  dry ; 
a  clothes-line  is  hung  in  the  room  and  wet  sheets  and  other 
articles  placed  upon  it.  Under  other  circumstances  I  have  had 
the  family  wash-kettle  brought  into  the  room  filled  with  boiling 
water,  and  kept  a  servant  by  it,  constantly  lifthig  out  articles  of 
clothing  and  ajjain  immei*sin<j  them.  At  the  same  time  a 
second  wash-kettle  is  on  the  kitchen  fire,  ready  to  replace  tlie 
one  in  use  as  s(K>n  as  its  water  fails  to  give  off  sufiicient  steam. 
Buckets  of  water  into  which  hot  bricks  and  bits  of  heated  iron 
are  thi-own,  also  afford  a  method  of  keeping  up  a  supply  of 
steam.  In  summer-time,  and  at  other  times  where  a  stove  can- 
not be  procured,  a  gas  stove  may  be  fed  by  the  illuminating 
gas  and  furnish  a  means  of  wannth;  while  the  croup-kettle  now 
famished  by  the  surgical  instrument  makers  can  be  placed 
upon  it  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  steam ;  and  this  plan 
has  the  advantage  that  by  means  of  long  tubing  the  entire  ap- 
paratus can  be  brought  close  to  the  bedside  of  the  patient.  The 
air  of  the  a])artment  is  kept  ventilated  by  opening  a  window  in 
an  adjoining  r(K)m  or  staircase,  a  screen  formed  by  a  sheet  or 
quilt  upon  a  line  being  placed  in  frcmt  of  the  d(x)r  of  commu- 
nication so  as  to  screen  the  patient  from  draught.  This  tempera- 
ture and  steaming  is  kept  up  night  and  day,  as  long  as  there 
seems  any  occasion  for  it,  the  amount  of  heat  and  steam  being 
then  lessened  <j:raduallv.  In  order  to  assist  in  the  destruction  of 
the  membranes  as  soon  as  formed,  and  to  afford  inlets  through 
them  for  the  watery  vai)or  to  get  beneath  them  so  as  to  facil- 
itate their  removal  without  waiting  for  the  period  of  suppura- 
tion, resort  is  made  every  half -hour,  hour,  or  two  hours,  as  the 
case  may  seem  to  require,  to  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  fi'om 
slackening  lime,  as  recommended  by  Dr.  Geiger — a  method 
much  better  than  that  of  nebulizing  the  lime-water  into  spray. 
AVhere  the  vapor  charged  with  lime  does  not  seem  to  be  doing 

good  service,  I  have  sometimes  met  with  good  results  from  tlie 
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use  of  bnaninc  inhalations  a8  recommended  by  Ozanam,  the 
formula  bein^  a  grain  of  bromine,  a  drachm  of  bromide  of 
potassium,  and  an  ounce  of  water,  which  quantity  is  nebulized 
into  spray  by  the  steam  apparatus,  and  diluted  only  so  far  as  the 
case  may  seem  to  require.  Alternation  back  to  the  lime  after  the 
use  of  the  bromine,  seems  sometimes  to  be  indicated  and  tooflPer 
good  results.  These  inhalations  are  continued  from  ten  to  twenty 
mimites  at  a  time  at  suitable  intervals  night  and  day,irres})ective 
of  slee[),  an<l  very  often  succeed  in  forcing  the  deta(4iment  and 
expulsion  of  shreds  of  membrane,  sometimes  in  copious  masses. 
They  are  intermitted  from  time  to  tipie,  if  the  respiration  has 
remained  much  inq)roved  for  a  number  of  hours  continuously, 
and  are  resorted  to  again  u}X)n  the  least  sign  of  any  fresh  em- 
barrassment in  breathinjr.  Care  nuist  be  taken  in  some  instance 
to  remove  the  secretions  fn)m  the  mouth,  as  they  sometimes  ae- 
cunmlate  there  and  may  prove  dangeixnis. 

There  is  great  risk,  in  this  treatment,  of  exciting  catarrhal 
bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  conditicms  which  often  (x^cur  without 
the  treatment,  but  the  risk  of  this  is  not  greater  than  the  risk  of 
death  under  inetlicient  treatment ;  and  if  the  child  is  saved 
fi-om  death  by  the  croup,  we  have  a  fair  opi)ortunity  to  carry 
liim  through  his  pneumonia  by  being  on  the  alert  to  detect  its 
earliest  numi  testations.  At  least,  I  liave  never  seen  death  fix>m 
this  cause  after  a  successful  management  of  the  croup  by  the 
method  narrated,  although  1  have  sometinu^s  been  mentally 
prepared  for  it.  The  emetic,  in  young  infants,  in  this  form  of 
the  disease,  is  given  at  intervals  of  not  longer  than  six  hours,  as 
long  as  there  remain  any  evidences  of  continued  formation  of 
membrane  ;  and  if  the  alum  prove  insufficient  for  the  pur[x>se, 
as  it  sometimes  will,  1  resort  to  a  strong  decoction  of  senega,  or 
to  ipe(;acuanha,  never  to  tartar-emetic,  and  rarely  to  sulphate  of 
copper  or  the  furpetli  mineral.  The  picture  that  Prof.  Nie- 
mever  has  drawn  of  an  infant  bathed  in  the  bluish  excreti(»n8 

ft' 

from  its  rectum,  when  the  emetic  has  ceased  to  operate  ujxm  the 
stomach,  is  too  horrible  for  <me  to  wish  to  i)ei-sist  in  the  use  of 
sulphate  of  copper  once  it  has  proved  inactive. 

Opium,  in  the  form  of  paregoric  or  otherwise,  or  belladonna, 
or  some  other  narcotic  remedy,  is  sometimes  required  as  a  means 
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of  repressing  the  tendency  of  spasm.  The  warm-water  dressing 
is  kept  applied  to  the  outside  of  tlie  throat,  and  sometimes  re- 
placed by  a  flaxseed  poultice. 

In  addition  to  the  nourishing  diet  and  tonic  treatment  re- 
sorted to  in  the  milder  cases,  systematic;  stimulation  with  alcohol 
and  with  carbonate  of  ammonia  is  employed.  Time  and  again 
I  have  seen  a  full  dose  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  rouse  a  child 
from  complete  exhaustion,  and  tide  its  fleeting  life  over  the  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes  necessary  to  administer  the  inhalation  of  the 
vapor  of  lime,  or  the  spray  of  bromine,  affording  another 
chance  for  the  detachment  of  newly-formed  membrane.  ^Vlien 
cerebral  symptoms  supervene,  I  resort  to  calomel  in  small  and 
frequent  doses.  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  resort  to  trache- 
otomy to  save  the  life  of  a  child  with  croup.  Should,  however, 
a  case  occur,  in  which  the  method  of  treatment  narrated,  fairly 
carried  out,  failed  to  afford  relief,  and  in  wliich  it  was  not 
evident  that  the  exudation  occupied  the  bronchial  tubes,  I  would 
resort,  to  tracheotomy  as  soon  as  there  was  any  evidence  of  con- 
tinued dyspnoea  threatening  suffocation,  without  waiting  for 
the  actual  symptoms  of  impending  asphyxia,  in  the  conviction 
that  an  early  performance  of  the  operation  offers  the  best  chance 
of  saviuff  life  bv  it.  But  it  is  due  to  the  treatment  above  nar- 
rated  to  say,  that  I  have  seen  the  life  of  a  patient  preserved 
througli  it,  if  not  by  means  of  it,  for  whom  the  performance  of 
the  operation  of  tracheotomy  had  been  declined  by  more  than 
one  surgeon,  as  offering  no  chance  of  a  successful  result. 

The  local  ap])lication  of  solutions  of  nitrate  of  silver,  a  drachm 
and  more  to  the  ounce,  has  been  hi^jlilv  extolled  bv  Prof.  Green, 
Dr.  Gibb,  and  manv  others,  and  is  verv  beneficial  in  many  in- 
stances,  in  some  of  them,  doubtless,  by  the  mere  meclmnicral  de- 
tachment of  the  membrane  removed  bv  the  contact  of  the 
sponge  in  the  performancie  of  the  operation.  It  is  only  upon 
this  view  that  we  can  explain  the  benefit  attributed  to  verj'  in- 
different substances  employed  in  the  same  manner.  The  salts 
of  iron  are  sometimes  employed  in  the  same  way  as  the  nitrate 
of  silver.  I  have  never  felt  any  inclination  to  employ  local  re- 
medies in  this  way,  though  as  bold  as  most  practitioners  with 
regard  to  manipulation  within  the  larynx.     The  inhalation  of 
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sulpliuric  ether,  so  highly  extolled  in  the  journals  a  few  years 
ago,  I  tried,  at  the  time,  in  two  or  three  cases  in  the  manner 
described  by  those  who  recommended  it,  but  without  witnessing 
any  result  which  seemed  to  justify  any  further  resort  to  it.  In 
one  instance,  in  particular,  that  I  well  remember,  and  to  which 
I  was  called  too  late  to  allow  any  time  for  the  action  of  the  va- 
por of  lime,  wliich  had  been  used  slightly  but  not  with  the  re- 
quisite  pertinacity,  and  in  which  it  was  evident  that  tracheotomy 
was  inapplicable,  the  ether  was  tried,  but  without  producing 
any  of  the  favorable  results  recorded  as  having  occurred  under 
similar  circumstances. 

A  child  who  has  passed  through  an  attack  of  membranous 
croup,  especially  if  it  has  been  actively  treated  on  the  steaming 
and  inhalatory  principle,  should  be  confined  to  the  house  for  a 
long  time,  and  the  greatest  circumspection  should  be  exorcised 
with  regard  to  its  diet  and  clothing.  The  reduction  of  the  tem- 
perature of  the  bed-room  to  tliat  of  the  rest  of  the  house  should 
be  accomplished  gradually,  and  not  occupy  less  than  forty-eight 
hours.  The  voice  of  the  })atient  who  has  had  membranous  croup 
does  not  alwavs  return  at  once;  sometimes  weeks  and  even 
months  elapse  before  the  voice  becomes  natural  again.  This  is 
due  sometimes  to  infiltration  or  thickening  of  the  vocal  cords, 
and  sometimes  to  the  formation  of  little  vegetations  upon  tliem, 
or  in  their  neighborlicxKl.  Both  of  these  conditions  seem  to  sub- 
side gradually  without  the  intervention  of  any  special  treatment. 
Should  such  treatment  seem  indicated,  iodide  of  jxjtassium  or 
muriate  of  ammonia,  perhaps,  would  present  itself  as  the  most 
suitable  remedy ;  assisted,  probably,  by  the  daily  inlialation  of 
a  spray  of  a  weak  solution  of  tannin  or  other  astringent. 

With  regard  to  inhalations  of  lactic  acid,  as  recommended  by 
Dr.  Weber,  and  inhalations  of  sulphurous  acid,  sulphuret  of 
mercury,  and  other  substances  said  to  be  able  to  disintegrate  the 
membrane,  I  can  only  say  that,  in  my  own  hands,  they  have  not 
produced  results  as  apparently  beneficial  as  the  lime  and  the 
bromine ;  and  though  I  have  resorted  to  them  occasionally,  I 
have  always  felt  disposed  to  fall  back  upon  the  lime  and  the 
bromine. 
,    The  use  of  the  inhalation  of  oxygen  gas  has  been  recommend- 
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ed  in  the  treatment  of  croup  as  a  means  of  counteracting  the 
baneful  effects  of  the  carbonic  acid  producing  the  asphyxia,  and 
in  the  hands  of  Beigel,  Michel,  and  others,  has  proved  occasion- 
ally successful.  It  has  even  been  proposed  as  a  substitute  for 
tracheotomy,  but  this  it  cannot  be,  as  long  as  the  aperture  of  the 
glottis  is  diminished  by  swelling  or  false  membrane.  Atmo- 
spheric air  is  wanted,  not  oxygen,  and  if  the  glottis  be  too  small 
to  admit  of  a  proper  supply,  a  larger  opening  should  be  made 
artificially  for  this  purpose.  If  an  operation  of  this  kind  is  not 
indicated,  it  would  appear  more  rational  to  employ  a  substance 
capable,  under  favorable  conditions,  of  disintegrating  the  mem- 
brane. 

The  vapor  of  liquor  annnonia,  fi'om  a  sponge  held  in  the 
pharynx  a  few  moments  at  a  time,  has  been  reconnnended  by 
Dr.  Daguillon,  of  Oran,*  the  pai-ts  being  washed  afterwards  with 
fresh  water. 

The  internal  administration  of  cubebs,  which  certainly  has  a 
disposition  to  elimination  by  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane, 
has  been  recommended  by  Trideau,  C.  Paul,  and  others,  but  I 
am  unable  to  pass  judgment  upon  it.  It  would  be  more  ser- 
viceable in  the  catarrhal  form  of  croup,  reasoning  from  analogy, 
than  in  the  membranous  varietv. 

In  order  to  insure  the  access  of  air  to  the  lower  air-passage 
without  the  perfonnance  of  tracheotomy,  tubage  of  the  larynx 
has  been  recommended :  but  the  results  have  not  been  verv 
promising,  tracheotomy  having  become  absolutely  necessary  in 
a  number  of  cases  thus  treated.  The  treatment  is  better  in 
theory  than  in  practice. 

When  tracheotomy  is  })erformed  in  the  course  of  a  case  of 
croup,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  it  accomplishes  but  a  single 
object,  it  permits  a  greater  access  of  atmospheric  air.  The  medi- 
cinal treatment  is  by  no  means  to  be  interrupted.  Indeed,  the  use 
of  tonics  and  stimulants  are  sometimes  more  stronglv' indicated 
thereby  f ix)m  the  fact  that  the  child  often  ex}>eriences  such  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing,  that  a  proper  amount  of  nourishment  can- 
not be  obtained  bv  the  mouth ;  and,  in  addition,  he  has  to  over- 
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come  the  nervous  shock  incident  to  the  oj)eration.  Great  care 
is  ixMjuired  a.s  to  cleanliness  of  the  inncT  tube,  for  a  double  tube 
sliouUl  alwavs  be  eniploved.  In  some  instances  the  irritation 
produced  bv  tJie  tube  is  so  great  as  to  necessitate  its  withdmwal, 
and  the  section  of  the  sides  of  the  wound,  so  as  to  secure  an 
oval  o}>ening,  at  least  the  size  of  the  normal  glottis,  for  the 
access  of  air.  The  o})enin<^  in  the  trachea  affords  an  avenue  for 
the  direct  introduction  of  local  i*emedies,  calculated  to  act  njxm 
tlie  membrane,  and  this  use  of  it  niay,  no  doubt,  prove  valuable 
in  certain  cases.  Lime  water,  st)lutions  of  chlonite  of  ]x>tassa, 
chlorate  o(  soda,  etc.,  have  been  injected  in  this  way  with 
suciTss.  In  this  connection  it  mav  be  well  to  mention  that 
these  substances  have  been  injected  directly  into  the  larynx  and 
trachea  by  means  of  a  curve<l  sharp-}X)inted  syringe,  rather 
larger  than  the  hypodermic  springe,  plunged  from  the  outside 
through  the  crico-thyroid  ligament.  It  is  a  plan  which  would 
not  appear,  at  lii-st  sight,  to  iH)ssess  any  advantage  over  the 
method  of  inhalation,  and  it  may  j)ossibly  prove  directly  injurious 
by  wounding  an  artery  of  anomalous  distribution. 

Dr.  Samie  '  has  recentlv  written  an  excellent  volume  of 
nearly  oOO  pages,  on  the  Study  of  Croup  after  Traclieot<iny, 
based  upon  eighty-three  cases  o})erated  uj)on  in  the  Saint 
Eugenie  IIosj>ital  in  lSi\S. 

Guowrns  in  tuk  larynx. 

Growths  in  the  larynx  are  not  of  infrequent  iX;currence, though 
they  were  supposed  to  be  very  rare  before  the  intixxluction  of 
the  laryngoscope  as  a  means  of  diagnosis.  Indeed,  seventy  <*ases, 
probably,  would  repivsent  the  entire  number  on  record  before 
tlie  invention  of  that  instrument,  while  since  its  use  has  become 
areneral,  several  hundreds  have  been  recorded.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  subjective  sym])toms  to  which  gix)wths  in  the  larynx  give 
rise  were  not  such  as  to  point  prominently  to  the  presence  of  a 
neoplasm,  except  in  very  nuirked  cases ;  while,  at  present,  it  is 
BO  custonuiry  to  make  a  laryngoscopic  examination  in  diseases 
of  the  throat,  that  many  tumors,  or  at  least  excrescences,  are 
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discovered  whose  existence  would  not  have  been  suspected  other- 
wise. The  use  of  the  hiryngoscojie,  too,  has  taught  us  to  inter- 
pret the  subjective  symptoms  of  this  form  of  disease  better 
than  we  used  to  do ;  and  it  is  not  now  uncommon  for  one  ac- 
customed to  meet  such  cases,  to  suspect  their  existence  at  once, 
by  the  v(»ice  and  manner  of  the  patient,  before  making  any 
resort  to  the  laryngoscopic  mirror. 

The  general  symptoms  of  a  foreign  gi'owth  in  the  larynx  vary 
with  the  size  of  the  neoplasm  and  with  its  seat.  Some  growths 
give  rise  to  no  special  symptoms  at  all,  and,  as  already  inti- 
mated, are  accidentally,  or  rather  unsuspectingly  discovered 
upon  laryngoscopic  examination,  undertaken  with  a  view  to 
determine  the  cause  of  an  obstinate  affection  apparently  trifling 
in  character. 

The  usual  symptoms  of  a  laryngeal  growth,  when  large 
'  enough  to  interfere  with  function,  or  when  situated  upon  an 
im}x>rtant  part  of  the  structures,  are:  cough  ;  alteration  of  voice  ; 
dyspna\a  ;  dysphagia  ;  and  pain. 

Cougli  is  not  a  frequent  symptom  unless  the  growth  be  near 
the  gh.ttis,  very  large,  or  vascular  and  apt  to  bleed.  The 
character  of  the  cough  may  be  dry  and  hacking,  or  moist  and 
accompanied  by  expectoration  varying  in  character  and  con- 
sistence. When  vibration  of  the  lips  of  the  glottis  is  interfered 
with,  the  tone  of  the  cough  will  be  rough,  hoarse,  whispering, 
or  aphonic.  Wlien  the  growth  is  large,  the  sound  of  the  cough 
is  often  cpiite  similar  to  that  of  the  cough  of  croup. 

Alteration  of  voice  occurs  only  when  the  growth,  by  its  seat 
or  its  size,  interferes  with  the  due  vibration  of  the  vocal  cords. 
A  growth  upon  the  vocal  cords,  between  them  or  beneath  them, 
will  produce  a  lioarseness  of  the  voice  even  when  the  growth  is 
very  snuxll  ;  but  a  growth  upon  other  portions  of  the  larynx  will 
not  interfere  seriously  with  the  voice  unless  it  extends  per- 
manently or  at  times  within  the  chink  of  tlie  glottis,  or  presses 
upon  one  or  both  vocal  cords  so  as  to  impede  their  free  vibra- 
tion. Where  a  growth  is  so  situated  as  only  at  times  to  inter- 
fere with  the  functions  of  the  vocal  cords,  the  hoai-seness  or 
dysphonia  will  be  intermittent,  and  this  intermittence  may  show 
itself  more  than  once  during  the  utterance  of  a  single  sentence. 
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A  small  growth  iipr>n  the  v<K'al  cords  may  eiitan<2jle  a  clump  of 
mucus  now  and  then,  and  thus  give  rise  to  a  sudden  luiarseness 
or  aphonia,  which  ceases  as  suddenly,  ui)on  detachment  of  the 
mucus.  According  to  the  position  of  a  small  growth  u}x>n  the 
vocal  cords,  especially  in  cases  of  synnnetrical  excrescences  upon 
botli  cords,  the  alteration  of  the  voice  will  be  found  to  concern 
a  certain  portion  of  the  musical  scale,  its  pitch  varying  with  the 
length  of  con!  in  vibi-ation,  in  ol>edience  to  the  laws  of  acoustics. 
In  this  way  a  double  vocal  sound  is  produced  by  a  growth 
situated  ui>on  the  anterior  third  of  the  cords,  and  thus  dividing 
them  into  four  vibmting  reeds.  Unless  the  gn^wth  is  quite 
large,  or  pr(>trudes  w^ithin  the  chink  of  the  glottis,  actually  pre- 
venting its  closure,  there  will  not  be  apt  to  be  complete  aphonia. 
Sometimes  the  voice  is  uneven,  that  is  to  say,  hoarse,  aphonic, 
and  shrill,  at  irregular  intervals  during  speech.  Usually  there 
is  a  characteristic  dull  timbre  to  the  aphonic  or  dysphonic  into- 
nation, suggestive  of  mechanical  obstnujtion,  and  differentiating 
it  at  once  from  hoarseness  and  dysphonia  the  result  of  other 
causes. 

Dyspnrea  is  not  present  unless  the  growth  is  comparatively 
large,  so  as  to  offer  obstruction  to  the  atrial  cun*ent,  or  unless  the 
parts  become  swollen  in  consequence  of  intercurrent  catarrhal 
inflammation.  The  dyspncea  wnll  be  irregularly  intermittent 
unless  the  growth  be  very  large.  The  dyspna>a  will  vary,  with 
the  case,  from  mere  embarrassment  of  breathing,  to  distress  of 
the  severest  character,  threatening  asphyxia.  In  many  in- 
stances the  dysi>nowi  can  be  relieved  by  change  of  position  of 
the  head,  a  symptom  which  is  indicative  of  a  movable  tumor. 
Cases  are  on  record  in  which  growths  of  this  kind  have  pro- 
duced asphyxia.  Two  such  cases,  in  which  the  patients  were  fore- 
warned of  the  result  bvthe  author, occurred  in  individuals,  with 
tumors  within  the  glottis,  who  de(!lined  surgical  interference. 

The  tumors  were  not  very  large  in  either  instance,  as  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  illusti-ations.  Figs.  71 
and  72  ;  but  they  were  in  dangerous  locations,  and  seriously  com- 
promised the  integrity  of  the  glottis. 

As  these  cases  are  particulai-ly  instructive,  they  are  placed  on 
record. 
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A,  S ,  npcd  4(1,  ft  brewer,  was  brought  to  ine  Niiveinber  9th, 

1808,  by  Dr.  UlcKim,  of  Philadelphia,  to  bo  exaiiiiiied  as  to  tlie 
cause  of  a  clu-onie  lioarBeiiess  which  had  existed  for  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years.  The  patient  had  chronic  follicular  pharyn- 
gitis, with  ctingcfitiou  of  the  larynx.  The  vocal  cords  were 
tliickciied  and  very  red  in  color,  and  upon  each  of  them  was  an 


pmluclng  niildcn  dtath. 


irregular  flabby  growth  also  very  red  in  color.  As  the  patient 
was  Eufferiug  from  a  little  sore  throat  at  the  time,  it  was  im- 
possible to  detenniiie  whether  the  color  of  the  growths  was 
simply  dne  to  tempoi-ary  injection  of  their  mncons  covering,  or 
whether  this  was  tlieir  ordinary  aspect.  The  appearance  is  de- 
picted in  Fig.  71.  An  operation  for  removal  of  these  gnjwtlis 
was  urged  upon  the  patient,  t"  which  he  consented;  and  making 
an  app<)intinent  for  a  subsequent  interview,  he  left  my  liousc.  I 
never  saw  him  again.  Some  montlis  afterwards,  Dr.  Bloom  in- 
formed me  that  the  jiatient  hatl  been  dissuaded  by  bis  wife  from 
undergoing  the  o]>eration,  and  that  he  had  died  suddenly.  The 
patient  attributed  his  disease  to  B^-j)hilis  contracted  when  very 
young. 

Wm.  McX ,  cet.  50.  a  shoemaker,  was  sent  to  me  March 

1st,  18C9,  iiy  Dr.  Shapleigh,  of  Philadophia,  who  e.\amined  Iiim 
with  nie  at  a  second  interview  on  tlie  following  day.  A  red 
irregidar  tumor  wa.s  found  upon  the  left  vocal  cord.  Its  ap- 
pearance is  shown  in  Fig.  72.  Dysphonia,  with  paroxysms  of 
distressing  dyspna'a,  had  existed  for  about  a  year.  The  patient 
liad  contracted  syphilis  years  before,  but  was  otherwise  in  gene- 
ral gHKl  licaltb.  An  operation  was  urged  u[>on  this  patient  also, 
and  an  ap|Kiintmeut  was  made  for  tentative  procedure,  which 
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appointment  was  never  kept.  A  few  weeks  later  I  was  in- 
formed by  Dr.  Shapleigh  that  lie  had  been  told  by  the  friends 
of  this  patient  that  he  had  soujjjht  relief  elsewhere,  and  was 
placed  under  treatment  for  syphilitie  laryngitis,  part  of  which 
consi^ted  in  cauterizing  the  larynx  with  the  ordinary  sponge- 
probang ;  and  that  having  died  suddenly,  a  post-niorteui  exami- 
nation had  been  made,  revealing  the  presence  of  the  tumor,  to 
the  existence  of  which  the  death  had  been  attributed. 

These  were  cases  of  sudden  death,  and,  in  the  absence  of  a 
laryngMscopic  examination,  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
pronounced  by  a  coroner's  jury  as  due  to  a  *'  visitation  of  God.'' 
Doubtless  manv  cases  of  sudden  death  attributed  to  a  visitation 
of  Providence  have  been  due  to  suffocation  by  a  laryngeal  tumor, 
the  existence  of  which  has  not  been  suspected.  Examinations 
of  the  larvnx  in  cases  of  sudden  death  would  throw  lii^ht  on  this 
point. 

In  contract  to  these  cases,  manv  others  are  on  record  of  much 
larger  growtlis,  implicating  the  glottis  to  a  much  more  serious 
extent  in  ai>})earance,  and  also  in  reality,  and  in  which  tliere 
were  no  severe  symptoms  of  dyspncea  threatening  suffocation. 

Dysphagia,  or  difficulty  of  swallowing,  is  not  apt  to  be  pre- 
sent unless  the  tumor  is  very  large  so  as  to  encroach  upon  the 
cavity  of  the  pharynx,  or  unless  the  tumoi  occupies  the  epiglot- 
tis or  some  portion  of  the  region  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages, 
or  the  cartilai'es  of  San  tori  ni. 

Pain  of  an  acute  character  is  unusual  in  growths  in  the 
larynx,  and  when  present  is  iLsually  due  to  some  other  cause. 
More  or  less  sense  of  annoyance,  however,  is  not  infrequent, 
with  sometimes  a  sensation  as  of  the  presence  of  s<^)mething 
which  ought  not  to  be  there,  and  a  consequent  disposition  to 
eject  the  foreign  matter  by  expectoration.  Occasionally,  how- 
ever, severe  paroxysms  of  jiain  actually  occur. 

In  addition  to  these  symptoms,  we  occasionally  find  some 
alteration  in  the  external  conliguration  of  the  larynx  ;  and  not 
infrequently,  when  the  tumor  is  large  and  of  soft  consistence, 
jKjrtions  are  spontaneously  detached,  or  broken  off  during 
j)aroxysms  of  cough,  and  expectorated. 

Mackenzie  refei's  the  formation  of  growths  in  the  larynx  to 
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bypersemia,  and  to  catarrli  as  the  most  fre(iueiit  cause  of  the 
liypenemia.*  lie  states  that  "  neither  syphilis  nor  phthisis,  nor 
any  otlier  constitutional  condition  appeai-s  to  favor  the  growth  of 
these  neoplasms." "  Indeed,  both  the  diathetic  con- 
ditions referred  to,  appear  to  exercise  a  decidedly  antagonistic 
influence  to  the  development  of  new  formations." 

My  own  experience  differs  very  markedly  from  that  of  the 
author  quoted.  Leavinor  out  of  consideration,  as  he  does,  those 
"  imperfect  papillary  growths"  which  "  occasionally  appear  on 
the  jx)sterior  wall  of  the  larynx,  and  on  the  nuicous  membrane 
covering  the  vocal  cords  and  the  inner  surface  of  the  arytenoid 
cartilages"  "  in  the  latter  stages  of  laryngeal  phthfsis ;"  and  al- 
though I  do  not  find  with  him  that  "  this  is  the  exception," 
but  rather  a  frequent  occurrence,  I  have  met  with  a  large 
proportion  of  cases  in  which  distinctly  f<^rmed  growths,  of  cir- 
cumscribed outline,  and  often  of  tolerably  large  size,  existed  in 
cases  of  phthisis  at  a  very  early  stage,  as  well  as  in  cases  where 
tlie  ravages  of  the  disease  were  readily  dete(;ted  on  physical  ex- 
amination of  the  chest ;  and  in  some  of  these  cases  which  have 
terminated  fatally,  and  in  othera  which  are  steadily  progressing 
towards  a  fatal  termination,  the  danger  of  impending  suffocation 
has  been  averted,  and  the  voice  improved  or  restored  by  intra- 
laryngeal  operations,  arousing  vain  hopes  in  the  patient  of  com- 
plete cure  in  prospect. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  remarks  "  when  a  very  protracted  syphilitic 
congcc^tion  occurs,  growths  may  arise,  but  this  is  a  rare  excep- 
tion;" and  he  quotes  Dr.  Harlan  (^l/w.  Jour,  Med.  ScL^  vol.  lii. 
p.  122)  as  having  well  pointed  out  that  "  few  laryngeal  growths 
(tan  be  atti-ibuted  to  syphilis."  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  but 
few  cases  of  syphilitic  congestion  of  the  larynx  give  rise 
to  the  formation  of  growths  ;  but  we  fear  that  Ix^th  Dr.  Har- 
lan and  Dr.  Mackenzie  are  mistaken  in  their  inference  that 
few  laryngeal  growths  can  be  attributed  to  syphilis.  In  a  sub- 
joined table  of  sixty-six  cases  occurring  consecutively  in  the 
writer's  private  practice  during  the  last  five  years,  eight  cases 


>  Essay  on  Gro\rthsin  the  Larynx.    London,  1871.     An  elegant  and  classical 
work,  worthy  of  close  study. 
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were  distinctly  traced  to  syphilitic  congestion  of  the  laryngeal 
Btrnctnres,  and  twenty-two  cases  occnrred  in  patients  witli  phthi- 
sis. It  is  but  justice  to  Dr.  Mackenzie  to  quote  that  he  admits 
that  "of  course  laryngeal  growths  may  occur  in  syphilitic  per- 
sons as  they  do  in  the  healthy,  but  syphilis  does  not  appear  to 
be  a  factor  in  their  i)nxluction."  Syphilis  is  a  disease  of  such 
vast  extent,  of  such  remorseless  influence  upon  physiological  and 
pathological  conditions  generally,  that  it  is  not  improper  to  refer 
all  cases  of  growth  in  syphilitic  individuals  to  that  cause 
wherever  there  is  anvthiuff  like  a  clear  histon-  :  whenever  there 
is  other  evidence  of  syphilitic  disease ;  and  to  suspect  a  syphi- 
litic origin  whenever  there  is  no  other  assignable  cause,  in  a 
patient  who  has  already  suffered  from  syphilitic  poisoning,  especi- 
ally if  his  remoter  symptoms  have  been  observable  in  his  throat. 

It  is  extremelv  difficult  to  trace  the  oriij:in  of  these  forma- 
tions.  Patients  usually  attribute  them  to  "  colds."  They  ap- 
pear to  take  their  dei)arture,  whatever  be  the  predisposing 
cause,  from  catarrhs ;  syphilitic  and  tuberculous  sore  throat ; 
ery6i}>elas ;  the  exanthemata,  particularly  measles ;  exudative 
inflammation  of  the  larynx,  whether  croupal  or  diphtheritic ; 
whooping-cough  ;  and  the  inhalation  of  irritating  substances, 
whether  in  solid  or  gaseous  form. 

(Growths  in  the  larynx  appear  at  all  ages.  Some  are  congen- 
ital, and  othei-8  make  their  appearance  in  advanced  life.  My 
own  exi>erience  includes  cases  apparently  congenital,  and  one 
occurring  at  upwards  of  80  years.  They  occur  of  course  in 
both  sexes,  l)ut  most  frequently  in  the  male.  The  periods  of 
life  at  which  they  have  been  observed  most  fi'equently  vary 
perhaps  between  25  and  45  years  of  age. 

Tumors  of  all  kinds  have  been  observed  in  the  larvnx,  the 
most  frequent  variety  being  papillomata.  In  Dr.  Mackenzie's 
tabulated  list  of  one  hundred  cases  of  benign  laryngeal  growths 
subjected  to  treatment,  sixty-seven  were  judged  to  be  of  this 
character.  Of  sixty-six  cases  of  growth  of  all  kinds,  benign 
and  malignant,  in  my  own  list,  forty-eight  were  supposed  to  be 
papillomata.  Tlie  results  of  the  observations  of  other  authoi-s 
do  not  differ  materially  from  those  of  Dr.  Mackenzie. 

The  papillomatous  growths  are  frequently  multiple.      The 
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other  formations  are  usually  single.  Fibroid  tumors,  simple 
and  recurrent ;  mucous  or  cystic  tumors,  fatty  tumors,  glandu- 
lar tumors,  vascular  tumors,  epithelial  and  cancerous  tumors 
have  been  found  in  the  larynx  by  different  observei*s ;  and  in 
some  instances  the  growths  have  exhibited  unmistakable  evi- 
dences of  being  compound,  or  composed  of  more  than  a  single 
form  of  tissue. 

The  papillomatous  growths,  occurring  in  cases  of  phthisis, 
are  apt  to  recur,  but  this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case  when 
there  is  no  constitutional  disease.  The  malignant  growths,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  are  exceedingly  apt  to  recur.  The  most  re- 
markable instance  of  this  kind,  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge, 
is  the  following : 

A.  E.,  merchant,  aged  fifty-six  years,  a  resident  of  New 
York,  applied  to  me,  January  15th,  1S71,  at  the  office  of  Dr. 
Elsberg  (to  see  whose  patients,  I  made  periodical  visits  to  New 
York  during  his  absence  in  Europe),  on  account  of  a  laryngeal 
trouble,  of  long  standing,  which  was  giving  him  some  recent 
annoyance,  lie  stated  that  some  four  months  previously,  Prof, 
von  Bruns,  of  Tubingen,  had  removed  a  large  polyp  from 
his  larynx  by  means  of  the  ecraseur,  tracheotomy  having  been 
performed  previously.  On  examination  I  found  a  large 
polyp,  the  size  of  half  a  cherry,  lying  upon  the  vocal  cords  an- 
teriorly, and  attached  on  the  left  side.  Two  very  small  growths 
were  seen  to  the  left  of  tliis  and  below.  The  patient  was  very 
much  concerned  when  1  told  him  of  the  presence  of  the  growth, 
and  still  more  so  when  I  advised  him  to  have  it  removed  at  once 
by  operation  externally.  He  was  very  anxious  to  have  it  re- 
moved by  the  ecraseur,  the  same  way  as  had  been  done  by  Prof, 
von  Bruns,  but  this  was  represented  to  him  as  insufficient,  on 
account  of  the  great  liability  to  further  recurrence ;  and  the  ex- 
ternal operation  was  urged  upon  him  as  the  best  means  of  sav- 
ing his  life.  I  made  one  attempt  to  seize  the  growth  with 
forceps,  but  was  unsuccessful,  and  did  not  press  tlie  matter  fur- 
ther, inasmuch  as  it  was  thought  best  not  to  interfere  with  it 
except  for  thorough  removal.  The  patient  left  after  making 
an  appointment  for  another  interview,  but  did  not  return  to 
keep  it. 
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Some  iriontlis  afterwards  I  found  on  Dr.  Elslx^rg's  table  a 
pamphlet,'  recently  published  by  Dr.  Ruppaner,  of  New  York, 
in  perusing  which  1  learned  the  subseqtient  history  of  this  case. 

It  ai)pears  that  Mr.  E.  first  consulted  Dr.  Ruppaner  al>out  a 
month  after  I  saw  him,  at  which  time  the  growth  filled  ""  nearly 
the  entire  supra-glottic  space  of  the  large  larynx  of  the  patient." 
Dr.  Rupi>aner  subse<piently,  on  May  8th,  removed  the  growth  by 
thyR)tomy,  after  the  previous  perfonnance  of  larvngo-tracheo- 
tomv,  and  found  that  it  wei<i:hed  113  <»:rains,  and  was  a  fibnv 
Barcoma.  The  ra)>id  growth  of  this  tumor  from  the  size  of  half 
a  clierrv  on  Januarv  15tli,  to  such  a  mass  as  nearlv  to  fill  the 
Bupra-glottic  space  by  the  13th  of  February  following,  certainly 
renders  it  the  most  remarkable  case  of  nipid  laryngeal  growth 
on  I'ectord. 

A  very  curious  morl>id  growth  of  the  larvnx,  occasionally  met 
with,  consists  of  a  band  of  membrane  stretching  from  one  vocal 
cord  to  another.  I  have  seen  two  instances  of  the  kind,  and  both 
in  females  suffering  with  i)lithisis.  One  case  was  under  my  own 
care,  and  was  seen  in  considtation  by  Dr.  Elsbergof  Xew  York; 
the  formation  being  of  recent  origin,  and  apparently  subsequent 
to  ulceration  of  the  vocal  cords.  The  other  case  occurred  in  the 
practice  of  Dr.  Klsberg,  and  has  been  reported  by  him  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  1870. 
Here  the  bridge  was  exceedingly  large,  and  was  supposed  to 
have  been  con^'enital.  It  was  divided  bv  the  knife  with  relief 
to  insufficiency  of  rcspii-ation,  so  nuirked,  that  the  patient,  a 
stunted  girl  of  some  \(\  or  17  years  of  age,  acquired  a  normal 
stature  in  a  few  months.  The  voice  became  ir^K)d,  though  shrill. 
Durhig  an  illness  of  Dr.  Elsberg  I  had  occasion  to  perfomi  a 
second  oj)eratioii.  The  anterior  portioii  of  the  commissure  shows 
marked  disposition  to  reunite,  and  its  division  with  the  galvano- 
cautery,  or  a  i>lastic  operation  practised  after  division  of  the  thv- 
roid  cartilaire,  mav  be(u)me  necessary  to  overcome  the  difficulty. 

Tlie  size  of  a  i^rowth  in  the  larvnx  will  vary  fixmi  that  of  a 
small  seed  to  that  of  a  mass  almost  filling  the  laryngeal  cavitv, 
and  projecting  beyond  its  lateral  borders. 


•'  Contributions  to  Practical  Laryngoscopy.     Second  Series.      Illustrated. 
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Morbid  growths  may  occui)y  any  portion  of  the  larynx,  but 
their  most  fre(juent  seat  is  upon  the  vocal  cords,  a  curious  cir- 
cumstance as  vet  unaccounted  for.  When  we  reflect  that  these 
structures  are  in  constant  motion,  we  might  suppose  on  the  one 
hand  that  this  would  be  antagonistic  to  the  development  of  a 
growth  ;  or,  on  the  other,  that  this  very  activity  would  keep  up 
a  vascular  supply  of  materials  for  its  development  once  the 
morbitl  action  has  become  established.  That  the  activity  of  the 
vocal  cords  is  not  antagonistic  to  the  formation  of  morbid 
growths,  is  known  by  actual  experience. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  the  nature  and  seat  of  sixty-six 
cases  of  morbid  growths  in  the  larj^nx  that  have  come  under  the 
author's  professional  observation,  in  his  own  practice.  , 

Thirty-one  Cases  without  apparent  Constitutional  Disturhan^e, 

9  cases  of  papillomata  (3  multiple)  on  one  vocal  cord. 

6     **  **  (2         '*      )  on  both   **  cords. 

3     *•  ''  beneath    '*     '' 

lease  *'  on  both   **     **     and  both  ventricular  bands. 

1     **  '*  4»      44       ti     it    and  posterior  wall  of  larynx. 

1     *'  **  **     **       *'     "     and  one  arytenoid  cartilage. 

1  "  "  in  left  ventricle. 

2  cases  **  on  left  aryteno-epiglottic  fold. 

3  "  "  *'  epiglottis. 

lease  **  44         4  4  and  left  aryteno-epiglottic  fold. 

1  **        of  fibroid  polyp  (pedunculated)  beneath  one  vocal  cord. 

2  cases  of  epithelioma  upon  both  vocal  cords. 

2\centfj-two  Cases  associated  with  Phthisis. 

4  cases  of  papilloma  (3  multiple)  on  one  vocal  cord. 

3  "  **  (2         ''      )  '*  both    **    cords. 

**  both  ventricular  bands,  and  posterior  wall. 
"  posterior  wall  of  larynx. 
**         **  **  *'  and  both  ventricles. 

"  one  ventricular  band  (left). 
**  epiglottis. 
"  one  cord. 

44         ti  44 

"  both  cords  and  both  ventricles. 

**  epiglottis,  one  vent,  band,  one  vocal  cord. 

*'  both  vocal  cords. 
2  cases  of  cystic  (refilling  in  a  few  months)  on  both  arj'tcnoids. 
2     *'  membranous  bands  on  both  cords,  stretching  from  one  to  the  other 

anteriorly. 


1  case 

4» 

1            44 

44 

1           *^ 

44 

1            ^* 

44 

2  cases 

t  k 

1  case 

fibroma 

1     ^* 

epithelioma 

1     *^ 

4. 

1     *' 

44 

1     *^ 

trachoma 
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Eight  Cases  associated  with  Syphilis. 

4  cases  of  papilloma  (1  multiple)  on  both  vocal  cords. 
1  case  *•  **  one      **    cord. 

1     **  *^  **  epiglottis,  and  both  Tentriculai  bands. 

•J     (i  it  (»        »t  *»  *»  ** 

aod  both  vocal  cords. 
1     **        spindle-celled  sarcoma  "  both  ventricles,  both  arytenoid  cartilages, 

and  posterior  wall  of  cricoid. 

Five  Cases  of  Malig^iaiit  Growtfis, 

1  case  of  fibro-sarcoma  on  one  vocal  cord. 

1  **        encephaloid      '*  epiglottis,  and  right  ventricular  band. 

2  cases    epithelioma      '*  epiglottis. 

1  case  **  filling  entire  larynx. 

The  microscopic  examinations  in  the  above  cases,  witli  the 
exception  of  a  number  which,  being  judged  of  as  papillomata  by 
external  appearance,  were  not  submitted  to  microscopic  exami- 
nation, were  made  by  l)r.  J.  J.  AVoodward  of  AVashington,  and 
Drs.  l)a  Costa,  Pancoast,  Jr.,  Tyson,  AVm.  Pepper,  and  Corbit 


Note. — Since  the  above  list  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  the  author 
has  had  five  more  cases;  one,  a  cystic  tumor  of  the  lingual  face  of  the  epi*- 
glottis,  in  a  lady  in  good  health,  but  troubled  with  sore  throat  (attributed  to 
chronic  pharyngitis)  for  more  than  fifteen  years ;  she  declines  interference  for 
the  present.  The  second  case  concerns  a  number  of  papillomata  in  a  married 
lady,  about  forty  years  of  age  ;  the  growths  occupied  the  edges  of  the  vocal 
cords  and  the  posterior  wall  of  the  larynx,  and  produced  g^reat  dyspnoea. 
They  are  attributed  to  syphilis,  though  no  distinct  history  of  this  kind  can  be 
obtained.  They  were  readily  removed  with  the  forceps,  but  show  an  unusual 
disposition  to  recur,  a  circumstance  pointing  to  tuberculosis,  perhaps,  rather 
than  syphilis.  As  yet,  no  malignant  elements  have  been  detected  under  the 
microscox)e.  The  third  cose  is  one  of  phthisis  in  its  early  stage,  without 
marked  auscultatory  corroborative  evidence,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  fimbriated 
papillomatous  mass  upon  the  inner  surface  of  one  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages, 
as  usual  the  left  one,  and  is  attended  with  considerable  intlammatory  swelling 
of  the  cartilage,  suggestive  of  perichondritis ;  the  parts  are  so  irritable  that 
the  growth  cannot  be  grasped  in  the  forceps,  and  systematic  manipulations  are 
paving  the  way  for  its  removal,  which  is  indicated  on  account  of  occasional 
paroxysms  of  dyspnoea.  The  fourth  case  is  one  of  multiple  tumors  on  pos- 
terior laryngeal  wall,  with  complete  aphonia.  Phthisis  suspected.  The  fifth, 
a  whitish  tumor,  nature  undetermined,  in  the  substance  of  the  left  vocal  cord, 
and  on  its  inferior  face.     Phthisis  suspected. 
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of  Philadelphia,  all  of  whom  are  acknowledged  to  be  compe- 
tent microscopists. 

The  diagnosis  of  growths  in  the  larynx  may,  under  certain 
favorable  circumstances,  be  assisted  by  physical  exploration 
with  the  end  of  the  finger ;  but  even  when  the  growths  are  high 
up  and  very  large,  merely  a  vague  notion  can  be  thus  obtained. 
The  only  method  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  diagnosis  as  to  the 
existence  of  a  tumor,  its  seat,  mode  of  attachment,  size,  etc.,  is 
by  laryngoscopic  examination.  The  entire  extent  of  growth 
cannot  always  be  inspected  in  this  way,  but  much  valuable  infor- 
mation on  this  point,  as  well  as  with  reference  to  the  consistence 
of  the  growth,  its  movability,  and  the  feasibility  of  its  removal 
through  the  mouth,  may  be  obtained  by  examining  it  with  a  bent 
probe  or  laryngeal  sound,  applied  with  the  aid  of  the  laryngo- 
scopic mirror.  The  accomplishment  of  this  exploration  is  not 
accompanied  by  much  difficulty,  inasmuch  as  the  parts  have 
usually  been  already  rendered  somewhat  tolerant  of  mechanical 
manipulation  by  the  very  presence  of  the  tumor. 

Treatment  of  Growths  in  the  Larynx — There  is  no  doubt 
of  the  fact,  that  some  growths  in  the  larynx  are  susceptible  of 
spontaneous  cure ;  but  such  a  fortunate  result  occurs  but  seldom, 
and  cannot  be  foretold  beforehand. 

Certain  growths  of  syphilitic  origin,  arising  in  part,  if  not  in 
whole,  from  the  cicatrizing  surface  of  ulcers,  even  when  quite 
fleshy  or  sarcomatous  in  appearance,  will  gradually  yield  to  in- 
ternal treatment  by  iodide  of  potassium  and  bichloride  of 
mercury ;  and  in  cases  of  this  kind  where  the  growths  are  not 
large,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the  respiratory  functions,  it  is 
well  to  give  a  fair  opportunity  to  this  treatment  before  resorting 
to  operative  procedures.  Even  in  cases  of  comparatively  large 
growths,  compromising  the  function  of  respiration,  it  would  not 
be  inadvisable,  if  concomitant  indications  are  favorable,  to  per- 
form tracheotomy  in  order  to  overcome  the  dyspnoea,  and  to 
await  the  result  of  internal  treatment  before  instituting  local 
interference.  Such  cases  should  be  watched  most  assiduously 
with  the  laryngoscopic  mirror,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  order  to 

study  the  progression  or  retrogression  of  the  growths. 

27 
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As  a  nile,  however,  an  operative  procedure  is  requisite  in 
most  eases  of  larvngeal  growths,  either  for  their  removal  bv  for- 
eeps  or  cutting  instruments,  or  for  tlieir  destruction  by  caustics 
or  crushing  instruments. 

Where  the  growth  is  small,  and  does  not  interfere  with  the 
function  of  respiration,  there  is  no  necessity  for  surgical  inter- 
vention, except  in  cases  of  interference  with  the  voice  in  indi- 
viduals who  gain  their  livelihood  by  singing  or  speaking.  In  a 
private  individual,  to  whom  a  moderate  degree  of  hoarseness  is  of 
no  account,  a  small  growth  need  not  be  subjected  to  treatment  un- 
less repeated  laryngoscopic  examinations  show  that  it  is  increas- 
ing in  size.  Under  these  circumstances  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  the  pro[)riety  of  its  removal.  Cases  are  on  record  where  small 
growths  have  remained  stationary  for  long  numbers  of  years.  I 
have  examined  tlie  larynx  of  a  lady  from  time  to  time,  in  whom  a 
small  growth  on  one  of  the  vocal  cords  has  remained  unchanged 
for  at  least  ten  years,  presenting  the  same  apj>earance  as  first  seen 
when  originally  examined  by  Dr.  Elsberg,  of  NewTork,a8  to  the 
cause  of  a  hoarseness  of  voice  which  had  then  existed  for  some 
sixteen  years.  It  is  the  case  depicted  in  Fig.  26,  in  his  prize  essay.' 
On  one  occasion,  recently,  after  catching  cold,  the  little  nodule  on 
the  right  vocal  cord  had  acquired  a  tapering  end,  which,  in 
phonation,  struck  the  opposite  cord,  and  produced  increased 
hoarseness,  and  a  troublesome  sensation  in  the  parts  ;  but  shortly 
af  ter^vards  the  parts  resumed  their  ordinary  appearance. 

A  case  will  be  narrated,  in  the  sequel,  in  which  an  elderly 
gentleman  had  ]irobal)ly  had  a  growth  since  childhood,  and 
which,  becoming  enlarged  so  as  to  produce  distressing  hoarse- 
ness, was  destroyed  by  a  single  application  of  the  acid  nitrate  of 
mercury. 

•  The  operations  performed  for  the  removal  of  growths  within 
tlie  larynx  consist  in  cauterization;  crushing  with  the  forceps; 
extraction  by  the  forceps,  or  by  the  wire  loop,  or  a  small  chain 
ecraseur;  scarification  and  cauterization;  excision  with  the  knife, 
Bcissors,  or  the  galvano-cautery ;  and  removal  after  section  of  the 
thyroid  cartilage. 

*  LoryngoBcopal  Surgery  illustrated  in  the  Treatment  of  Morbid  Growtha 
within  the  Larynx.  Prize  Essay  of  the  Ameiioan  Medical  Association  for  1865 
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Ttemoval  after  sub-hyoidean  larj'iigotomy,  lias  been  perfoniied 
by  Dr.  Pratt/  in  1859,  and  subsequently,  in  1863,  by  Dr.  FoUin,' 
but  it  is  not  likely  that  this  operation  will  ever  now  become 
legitimized  in  surgery,  because,  as  Dr.  Mackenzie  remarks,  the 
cases  most  suitable  for  it  arc  just  those  which  can  be  most  rea- 
dily reached  through  the  mouth  by  laryngoscopic  treatment. 

Small  condylomatous  tumors,  papillomata  as  they  are  called, 
and  which  are  frequently  multiple,  may  often  be  destroyed  by 
repeated  applications  of  caustics,  such  as  nitrate  of  silver,  chlo- 
ride of  zinc,  chromic  acid,  nitric  acid,  acid  nitrate  of  mercury, 
Vienna  paste,  etc.  Growths,  even  of  considerable  size,  are 
8<^metimes  amenable  to  this  treatment,  though,  as  a  rule,  it  is 
better  under  such  circumstances  to  remove  as  nnich  as  possible 
with  the  forceps,  and  then  to  cauterize  the  remnant  of  tlie 
growth. 

For  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  caustic  material  to  the  parts, 
various  instruments  have  been  devised ;  most  of  them  shielded 
so  as  to  prevent  contact  of  the  substance  with  the  sound  tissues. 
To  enter  into  a  description  of  all  the  instruments  which  have 
been  constructed  for  this  purpose,  and  for  other  purposes  of 
laryngeal  surgery,  and  to  discuss  their  merits,  would  be  a  task 
as  thankless  as  it  is  unnecessary.  All  that  will  be  attempted  in 
these  pages  will  be  to  describe  those  instnnnents  which  are 
really  valuable,  and  which  have  withstocKl  the  test  of  experi- 
ence ;  and  this  remark  refers  to  the  whole  subject  of  laryngeal 
surgerj'  as  well  as  to  that  under  immediate  discussion. 

In  order  to  be  effective,  the  caustic  must  be  used  in  concen- 
trated solution  or  in  substance,  and  must  be  kept  in  contact 
with  the  morbid  structure  for  some  sec^onds,  as  a  mere  momen- 
tary touching  will  prove  ineflfective.  The  parts  are  treated  in 
this  manner  everj'  day,  or  every  other  day,  or  less  frequently 
according  to  circumstances;  and  these  must  be  judged  of  in 
individual  cases,  according  to  results.  As  a  rule,  the  first  con- 
tact of  a  caustic  solution  with  any  portion  of  the  larynx  induces 
a  distressing  spasm,  which  becomes  less  and  less  as  the  parts 

»  Gazette  des  Ilopitaux,  1859,  No.  103,  p.  409.     Elsberg's  Prize  Essay,  p.  15. 
'  Mackenzie  on  Laryngeal  Growths,  p.  99,  from  Arch.  Gen.  de  Med.y  Feb., 
1807. 
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become  accustomed  to  the  interference.  It  is  well,  therefore, 
to  test  the  sensibility  of  the  parts  beforehand  by  the  employment 
of  moderate  measures  before  resorting  to  severe  ones.  Prof. 
Stromeyer  tells  us  that  several  patients  have  lost  their  lives  in 
the  surgeon's  office  by  incautious  cauterization  of  the  larynx. 

Operations  of  this  kind,  therefore,  and  in  fact  all  iiitra-laryn- 
geal  operations,  should  not  be  undertaken  until  the  surgeon  has, 
by  repeated  practise  in  minor  cases  of  larj-ngeal  disease,  acquired 
the  skill  to  carry  his  instrument  safely  to  the  desired  point. 
Fortunately,  sound  tissues  bear  the  contact  of  the  ordinary  caus- 
tics verv  well,  and  but  little  iniurv  ensues  if  thcv  are  cauterized 
instead  of  the  growth ;  but  this  does  not  aflfect  the  growth  which 
has  not  been  reached. 

As  a  rule,  the  morbid  growth  itself  is  much  less  sensitive 
than  the  sound  portions  of  the  larynx,  and  therefore  if  the  pa- 
tient is  steady  and  the  oi>erator  skilled,  there  is  less  danger  of 
inducing  suffocative  pai-oxysms  than  might  otherwise  be  sup- 
posed. 

In  my  own  hands  this  treatment  is  reserved  for  very  small 
growths  which  I  cannot  get  hold  of  with  the  forceps  or  other 
instrument  for  removal  or  extraction,  and  for  exciting  destruc- 
tive action  in  the  renmants  of  larger  growths,  as  much  of  which 
as  possible  has  already  been  removed  by  some  of  the  methods 
to  be  described  later. 

Concentrated  solutions  of  caustic  materials  are  best  applied 
by  means  of  small  pieces  of  sjx)nge  securely  fastened  to  slender 
but  strong  and  rigid  wires,  or  firmly  held  between  the  teeth  of 
delicate  forceps.  The  following  illustrations  will  serve  to  give 
a  better  idea  of  these  instruments  than  an  elaborate  description. 

The  fused  nitrate  of  silver  in  stick  may  be  applied  by  means 
of  special  caustic-holders,  of  which  many  forms  have  been  con- 
trived by  Ivcwin,  Fauvel,  Brims,  Elsberg,  and  others,  or  by 
means  of  the  forceps-holder  of  Tobold,  depicted  in  Fig.  76. 
But  all  instruments  of  this  kind  are  clumsy,  and  conceal  the 
essential  point  of  the  instrument  from  view.  A  much  better 
method  is  that  of  dipping  a  roughened  platinum  bulb  into 
melted  caustic,  after  first  heating  the  bulb,  which  will  enable  it 
to  take  up  sufficient  of  the  material  and  to  hold  on  to  it  for 
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many  hours.  Tobold's  probe  is  depicted  in  Fig.  77,  and  answers 
an  admirable  purpose  when  the  growth  is  small.  Dr.  Mac- 
kenzie prefers  an  aluminium  wire  for  this  purpose,  and  Prof. 
Stromeyer  recommends  a  metallic  soimd  with  a  glass  bulb  sol- 


Fig,  ts 


Fig.  74.   , 


TobokTi  Sponge-bolder  (after  Tobold). 


fi^xmge-holder. 


dcred  on  it,  the  bulb  to  be  immersed  in  a  concentrated  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  which  is  then  allowed  to  dry  upon  it. 

Prof.  Tobold  has  also  devised  a  concealed  socket,  movable 
in  any  direction,  in  which  the  molten  nitrate  of  silver,  or  chromic 


422       AFFKCTIONS    Or   THE   LAKYKX   AND   TRACIEEA. 


Fig.  75. 


Tobolir*  F»rcop«  for  nitrate  of 
MlviT  111  t<tk'k  (Tobuiil). 


Tobold^H  nofQprhmed  Probe,  for  the  ass 
oi  luolu-u  nitrate  of  ailvor  ^TuboUl|. 


acid  crvKtals,  if  preferred,  can  be  iiiftertcd,  and  which  is  pushed 
forward  at  tlie  desiix»d  moment  to  exj)ose  the  caustic.  It  is  de- 
picted in  Fig.  78. 
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The  escharotic  employed  mo6t  frequently  by  Dr.  Mackenzie, 
of  London,  is  the  London  paste,  already  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion with  tliat  centleman's  method  of  treating  enlarged  tonsils. 


Pig.  78. 


Tobold's  Concealed  Ilolder,  for  molten  nitrate  of  illver,  or  for  chromic  add  (Tobold). 

The  following  illustrations.  Figs.  79  and  80,  will  represent 
the  sort  of  growths  treated  by  the  author  with  caustics. 

Fig.  70  represents  the  appearance  of  a  growth  upon  the  left 
vocal  cord  of  a  gentleman  aged  about  sixty  years,  who  had  been 
hoarse  from  childhood;  but  in  whom  the  hoarseness  had  in- 
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creased  very  much  during  four  or  five  mouths  previous  to  his 
application  to  me  for  relief.  I  fomid  a  small  warty  excrescence 
occupying  the  anterior  portion  of  tlie  left  vocal  cord,  and  in 
such  a  position  as  to  interfere  seriously  with  vocalization.  The 
voice  was  always  hoarse,  but  would  become  suddenly  aphonic 
in  the  midst  of  a  sentence,  and  then  after  a  clearing  of  the 
throat  by  cough,  revert  to  its  fonner  hoarseness.  The  annoy- 
ance of  this  inconvenience,  the  existence  of  a  harassing  cough,  and 
the  dread  of  some  fearful  result,  rendered  the  patient  anxious 
for  relief.  I  attempted  to  remove  the  growth  with  the  forceps ; 
but  during  repeated  efforts  only  succeeded  in  detaching  an  in- 
significant portion  of  it.     Finding  no  beneficial   result   from 

Fig.  79.  Fig.  80. 


Excxrsoence  on  left  vocal  cord. )  Exanesoence  on  right  vocal  oocd. 

nitrate  of  silver,  and  being  unwilling  to  open  the  lar^^lx  for  the 
removal  of  a  growth  which  was  not  interfering  with  respii'ation, 
I  finally  concluded,  by  the  ad\nce  of  a  pmfessional  friend  called 
in  consultation,  to  attempt  its  destruction  by  the  strong  acid 
nitrate  of  mercury.  Inasmuch  as  the  patient  had  borno  re- 
peated applications  of  the  molten  nitrate  of  silver  with  little  in- 
convenience, I  had  no  hesitation  in  resorting  to  the  agent  men- 
tioned. No  difticulty  was  experienced  in  touching  the  sjxjt ;  but 
there  ensued  the  most  violent  spasm  of  suffocation  that  it  has 
ever  been  my  lot  to  witness  from  the  application  of  a  caustic 
solution  within  the  lar\nx.  For  a  moment  I  thought  I  had  be- 
fore  me  one  of  those  unfortunate  cases  alluded  to  by  Prof. 
Stromeyer,  and  actually  had  my  hand  upon  my  penknife  with 
a  view  of  plunging  it  into  the  trachea,  should  the  spasm  con- 
tinue a  few  moments  longer,  when  the  paroxysm  ceased,  to  my 
unutterable  relief.  After  one  or  two  less  violent  paroxysms  the 
immediate  danger  was  over,  and  I  mentally  resolved  that  I  would 
not  use  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury  again  under  similai'  cii'cum- 
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Etances.  The  patient's  voice  was  aphonic  for  fteveral  days, 
during  wiiich  there  was  a  violent  inflainmatioit  of  tlie  larynx, 
paroxysms  of  asthmatiu  dyspno?a,  and  moro  or  lesa  painful  deglu- 
tition. IiGst,  purging,  liquid  diet,  and  the  frequent  iiihalatioa 
of  steam  impregnated  with  narcotics,  constituted  the  treatment 
for  this  condition.  The  tumor  sloughed  off,  and  tlie  patient's 
voice  became  better  than  it  had  been  for  years.  After  his  re- 
covery the  patient  tuld  me  that  I  should  not  make  another  such 
application,  even  if  it  sliould  be  the  only  method  of  saving  his 
life.     He  has   had  no  return  of  his  former  trouble. 

Fig,  80  represents  the  larynx  of  a  lady,  tliirty-two  years  of 
age,  sent  to  me  by  Prof.  Flagg,  on  account  of  a  persistent 
hoarseness,  of  some  five  or  six  months'  duration.  There  was  no 
cough,  expectoration,  pain,  or  dyspnoja;  but  tlie  patient  com- 
plained of  an  occasional  sensation  of  something  in  the  tliroat 
■which  she  would  like  to  get  rid  of.  On  laryngoscopic  exami- 
nation, a  small  gelatinoiis-Iooking  mass  was  seen  upon  the  right 
vocal  cord,  which,  on  probing,  proved  to  be  a  morbid  growth. 
It  was  rei)catcdly  cauterized  with  tlie  solid  nitrate  of  silver, 
two  or  three  times  a  week,  and  in  lees  than  a  month  was  com- 
pletely removed  by  the  treatment,  the  voice  having  recovered 
its  original  clearness. 


Tlicse  two  cases  are  selected,  the  one  to  show  that  the  ele- 
ment of  danger  in  severe  applications  is  not  always  removed  by 
tolerance  to  measures  less  severe ;  and  tlie  other  to  show  how 
readily  a  soft  growth  of  recent  occurrence  sometimes  yields  to 
the  nitrate  of  silver.     Figa.  81  and  83  represent  the  appearances 
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of  the  larynx  before  treatment  in  a  ease  of  epithelial  growths, 
and  after  their  destruction  bv  chromic  acid.  These  occurred  in 
a  ease  of  plithisis. 

The  treatment  by  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  very  protracted  as  a 
rule.  In  one  of  my  cases,  a  lady  sent  me  by  Dr.  Hall  of  Phila- 
delphia, there  was  complete  aphonia  of  more  than  a  year's  dura- 
tion. Several  minute  growths  occupied  both  vocal  cords.  I 
found  it  impossible  to  grasp  them  in  the  forceps,  and  resorted  to 
nitrate  of  silver.  Applications  were  made  every  two  or  three 
days  for  several  months,  with  occasional  intervals  of  a  week  or 
two  to  see  if  the  growths  would  recede  without  further  treatment ; 
and  at  the  end  of  some  five  or  six  months,  the  cords  were  clear, 
and  the  voice,  which  had  improved  from  the  very  first,  sufficiently 
sonorous  for  all  practical  purposes,  but  not  clear  enough  for 
puqx)ses  of  singing.  Several  years  have  elapsed  and  the  voice 
continues  good. 

In  another  case  the  subject  was  a  prominent  female  Tocalist, 
who  applied  to  me  in  the  winter  of  1S67  on  account  of  a  diffi- 
culty in  singing  and  occasional  hoarseness,  and  in  whom  I  was 
able  to  watch  the  formation  of  the  growth  as  well  as  its  gradual  re- 
trocession.    Laryngoscopic  examination  showed  a  want  of  power 
in  the  muscles  of  the  left  vocal  cord.      As  soon  as  the  lady 
would  exert  her  voice,  the  cord  bent  in  the  middle  so  as  to  de- 
stroy tlie  elliptical  figure  of  the  opening  of  the  glottis  in  phona- 
tion.     I  told  her  she  must  give  up  singing,  and  rest  the  parts. 
This  she  could  not  do,  being  under  engagement,  but  she  promised 
to  follow  my  advice  in  other  matters,  and  to  obey  me  in  all  as 
soon  as  her  engagement  was  concluded.     She  visited  me  every 
day,  and  I  employed  local  electrization  by  the  induced  current? 
with  the  negative  pole  applied  to  the  cord  by  means  of  Mac- 
kenzie's laryngeal  electrode,  the  positive  pole  being  placed  in 
front  of  the  crico-thyroid  membrane  by  means  of  a  sponge. 
This  treatment  improved  the  voice  for  the  time.     In  a  few 
weeks  the  patient's  duties  required  her  presence  in  another 
city,  and  local  treatment  was  intennitted.     She  continued,  how- 
ever, to  i)ay  great  attention  to  her  general  secretions,  and  to 
take  three  times  a  day  ten  drops  of  the  compound  tincture 
of  ignatia  amara,  which  had  been  previously  ordei'ed  for  her. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  printer  she  returned  to  Philadelphia,  the 
voice  much  worse  than  it  had  been  before  she  left.  I  now  noticed 
that  the  bend  of  the  cord  had  become  permanent,  and  that  the 
knuckle  thus  formed  struck  the  opposite  cord  every  time  she 
attemi)ted  to  run  the  scale,  and  that  at  this  jx>int  it  was  ei-oded  or 
scratched.  The  treatment  by  electricity  was  renewed  without  es- 
sential benefit,  though  there  seemed  tobe  some  improvement ;  but 
the  eroded  appearance  upon  the  distorted  cord  became  gradually 
converted  into  that  of  a  knob,  which  finally  developed  itself  into 
a  nodule  the  size  of  the  head  of  a  large  pin.  With  this  I  should 
not  have  felt  inclined  to  interfere  at  the  time,  had  it  not  been 
that  my  patient  was  a  professional  vocalist  dependent  upon  her 
voice  for  her  livelihood,  and  anxious  to  have  her  vocal  powers 
restored  at  any  personal  sacrifice,  rather  than  have  to  support  her- 
self by  instrumental  music,  in  which  she  was  also  a  proficient. 
To  seize  so  small  a  growth  with  a  pair  of  forceps  was  out  of  the 
question.  Several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  made  to  pierce  its 
base  with  Tobold's  lancet  knife,  and  so  detach  it  from  the  cord. 
Finally  it  was  determined  to  persist  in  the  local  contact  of  the 
molten  nitrate  of  silver  conveyed  upon  a  very  delicate  roughened 
bulb  of  platinum.  The  treatment  was  extremely  protracted. 
Many  times  the  tumor  was  missed  and  the  cord  cauterized ;  but 
these  i>ei'sistent  efforts  were  crowned  with  success,  and  finally, 
after  the  patient  had  been  under  my  care  for  two  years,  with 
summer  intermissions,  all  trace  of  disease  was  removed,  and 
after  a  few  months'  practice  to  regain  lost  ground,  tlie  lady  was 
able  to  sing  with  much  finer  effect  than  she  had  ever  been  able 
to  accomplish  before.  Her  voice  has  remained  perfect  ever 
since. 

The  majority  of  laryngeal  growths  are  suitable  for  removal 
by  evulsion  with  forceps.  Instruments  for  this  purpose  must 
be  slender  and  strong,  and  well  curved.  In  order  to  meet  the 
various  indications  presenting  themselves,  several  pairs  of  for- 
ceps are  re(piired,  of  different  lengths,  and  with  jaws  opening  in 
diflfei*ent  directions.  The  ordinary  form  of  laryngeal  forceps  is 
represented  in  Figs.  83  and  84.  Tlie  jaws  are  provided  with 
teeth,  or  with  serrations,  or  both,  which  hold  on  to  the  growth 
when  it  is  once  grasped,  so  that  it  is  either  removed  in  mass,  or 
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in  little  bits,  such  as  are  goiiged  out  by  the  jaws  of  the  forceps. 
The  forceps  of  Fauvel,  Fig.  84,  is  provided  with  a  retaining 
catch  on  the  rings,  which  pi-e vents  the  jaws  of  the  forceps  from 
reopening,  once  they  have  grasped  the  growth. 


Fig.  83. 


Fig.  84. 


Tobold^s  forocp*  (after  Tobold). 


Fanvd^t  foroepa. 


A  very  admirable  pair  of  forceps  in  which  the  ja^vs  open 
only  at  their  extremity  and  thus  do  not  cut  oflF  a  view  of 
themselves  in  the  laryngoscopic  mirror,  has  been  devised  by 
Dr.  Cuzco,  and  is  represented  in  Fig.  85.     These  I  have  found 
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very  efficient,  and  verj-  strong;  and  have  had  them  constnicted 
so  that  the  movable  jaw  opens  anteriorly,  posteriorly,  or  to 
either  side,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  growths  situated 
in  different  localities  of  the  larjTix. 


Pig.  86. 


Ciuoo^s  foroepii. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  of  Tx>ndon  has  improved  the  laryngeal  forceps 
by  altering  the  curve  and  rendering  it  more  abrupt.  With  these 
instruments,  contact  with  the  epiglottis  is,  in  many  cases,  more 
easily  avoided  than  with  instruments  with  tlie  catheter-like 
curve.  Still  the  latter  are  as  yet  in  more  common  use,  and 
have  done  good  service.  I  have  used  these  forceps  of  Mac- 
kenzie, recently,  wMth  great  satisfaction.  They  are  depicted  in 
Fig.  S(j,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  inventor  for  the  illustration. 

A  peculiar  form  of  forceps,  termed  tube-forceps  by  Mac- 
kenzie, were  early  constructed  by  laryngoscopic  operators. 
The  design  was  to  secure  a  slender  instrument  with  jaws  at 
its  extremity,  which  jaws  could  be  opened  or  closed  at  will  by 
means  of  a  spring  in  the  handle  and  controlled  by  the  operating 
hand.  These  were  constructed  so  that  the  blades  of  the  forceps 
portion  could  present  in  any  desired  direction.  The  German 
laryngoscopists  in  particular  liave  been  very  prolific  in  devices  of 
this  kind.  These  instruments  are  not  very  serviceable  except 
in  the  case  of  small  growths ;  and  they  are  exceedingly  liable  to 
get  out  of  order.     The  delicacy  of  their  mechanism  is  incom- 
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-      -      -    .  ,  C.  CutUng  tutavi. 

7h  oflv  blHdtf  t-ntit.  whUe  Uw  uthrr  prnvpts  ■  flat  mufbv. 

patible  with  a  sufficient  degree  of   streiifrth  for  most  jiiirpoees. 
Still,  in  cases  of  soft  growths,  especially  iu   the  immediate 
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vicinity  of  the  glottis,  and  beneath  it,  they  can  be  employed  on 
account  of  their  Blendemess,  .when  the  larger  inBtniments  can- 
not be  used.  A  veiy  simple  form  of  forceps  of  this  kind,  the 
blades  of  which  are  protruded  by  pressure  of  the  thumb  down 
upon  a  rod  in  the  barrel  of  the  handle,  as  devised  by  Tobold, 
is  depicted  in  Fig.  87. 

Pig.  »7. 


Tobold^  ooBoMtod  piikoeCte  (Tobcdd). 


Tlie  more   complicated  tube-forceps  of  Semeleder,  Stoerk, 
Ixjwin,  and  others,  are  not  as  effective   as   the  tube-forccjie 
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V\g.  88.    Mackenzle^t  UrxnfrMl  tabo-foroeps 
and  ndimon  (MAckenzle.) 

Sp.  A  Kprlng,    by   prcwing  on  which,  the 

tube  U  forced  orer  the  bane  of  the  foroepe. 
b.  A  joint,  at  which  the  different  rixcd  tubes 

are  applied,  and  the  blades  Uken  out  and 

diMuied. 
r.  The  ring,  by  taming  which  the  foroep!i 

revolves  so  that  the  blades  open  in  any 

direction. 
Se.  Screw,  for  taking  the  instmment  apart 

for  cleanidng  it,  etc. 
1.  The  perpendicular  blades. 
S.  4.  The  horizontal  bladeti. 
8.  The   sdssora,  with   hocto    attached    to 

them. 


dovised  by  Dr.  Mackenzie,  and  used  with  great  buccoss  by  him 
for  a  number  of  years,  lie  has  laid  me  under  obligations  for  an 
illustration  of  these  forceps  which  are  depicted  in  Fig.  88. 
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Fig.  89  represents  the  larynx  of  a  young  man,  llie  subject  of 
phtliisis,  witli  fieveral  papillary  growtlis  altovc  and  below  the 
vocal  cords.  There  was  great  dyspncua  and  liiKirseneBB.  Tho 
growths  wore  in  the  main  removed  with  JIackenzie's  tube  for- 
ceps, with  relief  to  the  dyBpntea  and  improvement  in  the  voice. 

Fig.  90  represents  the  larynx  of  a  niarried  lady  who  had  Buf- 
fered for  four  years  with  hoarseness  which  gradually  increa.sed  to 
aphonia ;  and,  for  a  year  or  so,  with  dyspnoja.     The  ventricular 


hands  wero  very  tliiek  and  liypertrophied,  the  true  eoi-ds  were 
barely  seen,  and  a  papillomatous  tumor  of  the  size  of  a  small 
cherry,  or  a  very  large  pea,  occupied  the  posterior  wall  of  tiie 
larynx  below  the  iutcr-arytenoidal  fold.  The  growth  was  re- 
moved by  evulsion  with  Mackenzie's  ante  ro-pos  tori  or  forceps, 
with  prompt  relief  to  the  dyspnoea,  and  gradual  restoration  of 
voice. 

When  agrowth  is  pedunculated,  it  can  be  very  readily  removed 
liy  a  tug  with  the  forceps,  very  little  force  being  required,  as  a 
rule,  for  this  purpose.     Figs.  91  and  9ii  represent  growths  of 


this  cliaracter.     That  depicted  in  Fig.  01  represents  a  peduncu- 
lated growth  on  the  left  vocal  cord  of  a  gentleman  in  the  last 
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Btage  of  plitliisis  pulinonalia,  and  brother  of  a  physician  practis- 
ing in  Pliilailelphia.  Tiie  condition  of  tlie  patient  rendered  an 
operative  i)r«>cediirG  etipcriluoiis,  as  it  cutild  have  had  no  in- 
fluence on  the  jiuhnoiiary  disease,  whicli  steadily  progressed  to 
au  unfavomlile  issue.  Tlie  only  syinptoni  attributable  to  the 
grouth,  in  this  instance,  was  a  moderate  degree  of  hoarseness. 

Fig.  l):i  represents  the  laryngoscopic  a]>pear&nee  of  a  fibroid 
polyp,  whicli  I  removed  with  the  forceps  of  Fanvel  from  be- 
neath the  left  vocal  coni  of  a  lady  of  Philadelphia.  A  de- 
tailed account  of  the  (.-ase  has  boon  published  elsewhere.' 

Where  the  growths  ai-e  large,  it  is  only  very  seldom  that  they 
can  be  removed  in  mass.  An  a  rule,  small  pieces  are  torn  off, 
fMin  time  to  time,  so  that  a  niunber  of  o|)eratiou8  are  necessary 
before  the  larynx  can  be  cleared. 

Figs.  03  and  94  will  represent  a  case  of  this  kind,  which  was 
referred  to  nic  by  Pi-of.  Stille,  of  Philadelphia,  June  3, 1870.    On 


Fig.194. 


intrtKlucing  the  laryngiiscipic  mirror,  I  saw  a  large  papilloniatons 
growth,  the  size  of  a  tiilwrt,  iiixm  the  left  side  of  the  larynx, 
and  a  small  gmwtli  of  the  same  nature  upon  the  right  vocal 
eonl.  Introducing  the  laryngeal  forcejis  of  Cnzco,  I  removed 
quite  a  large  piece  of  the  main  growtli  at  the  verj- first  attempt, 
and  sent  it  to  Prof.  Stille  for  microscopic;  examination.  It  was 
handed  to  Prof.  Tyson,  micnist^ojiist  to  the  Philadelphia  Iloa- 
pital,  who  prononncefl  it  a  simple  epithelial  formation. 

On  the  following  day  Dr.  Stille  examined  the  (wticnt  with 
me,  coutirming  my  diaijnosis,  and  approving  of  the  treatment. 

'  Aia.  Jour.  Mad.  Sei.,  ApiH  and  October,  1867. 
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The  patient  visited  me  from  day  to  day  with  frequent  intervals, 
and  I  gradually  cleared  the  lar^aix  by  the  method  of  evulsion, 
until  finally,  at  the  end  of  tliree  weeks,  it  presented  the  appear- 
ance shown  in  FUr.  94:.  Durinir  the  coui'se  of  treatment  it  was 
found  that  the  large  growth  was  multiple,  growing  from  the 
vocal  cord  as  well  as  from  the  ventricle  and  ventricular  band. 
The  amount  of  tissue  removed  was  much  greater  than  the  mass 
of  a  filbert. 

The  renniantsof  the  growth  were  cauterized  with  concentrated 
carbolic  acid ;  and  when  the  patient,  a  married  lady  about  twenty- 
six  vears  of  asre,  left  for  her  home  in  the  centre  of  the  State,  her 
voice,  which  was  completely  aphonic  at  the  time  I  first  saw  her, 
and  which  had  been  very  hoarse  for  about  a  year  and  a  half, 
was  in  excellent  condition.  She  was  recommended  to  continue 
for  some  time  dailv  inhalations  of  a  weak  solution  of  carbolic 
acid.  A  few  months  later  I  received  a  letter  from  her  physi- 
cian, informing  me  that  her  voice  had  continued  to  improve  in 
strength  and  clearness,  and  that  it  was  at  that  time  in  all  re- 
spects satisfactory,  and  could  be  heard  at  a  considerable  distance 
down  the  road,  and  that,  at  the  time  of  writing,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  growths  having  been  in  the  larynx.  Within  a  few 
weeks  I  unexpectedly  received  a  grateful  letter  from  the 
patient's  husband,  informing  me  that  all  evidence  of  the  tumor 
(as  confirmed  by  a  laryngoscopic  examination  made  by  her  phy- 
sician) had  long  disappeared,  and  that,  save  a  slight  huskiness, 
her  voice  is  as  g(X)d  as  ever ;  and  tliat  she  had  not  used  her 
inlialations  for  over  a  year. 

Excision  with  knife  or  scissors  is  sometimes  practised  for  the 
removal  of  growths  from  the  larynx.  The  use  of  the  knife  is 
also  necessary,  occasionally,  to  detach  a  portion  of  a  growth  at 
its  base,  in  order  the  better  to  adapt  it  for  removal  with  the  for- 
ceps. l>esides  this,  a  minute  growth  on  the  edge  of  one  of  the 
vocal  cords  which  cannot  be  seized  in  the  forceps,  may  sometimes 
be  detached  by  piercing  its  base  with  a  small  lance-shaped  knife, 
which,  as  it  is  pushed  onward,  severs  the  growth  from  the  cord. 
The  danger  of  dropping  tlie  tumor  in  the  trachea  has  caused 
some  objection  to  this  operation.  The  chances  are  greater 
that  it  would  be  coughed  out ;  but  if  not  coughed  out  at  once, 
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it  would  doubtless  be  discharged  subsequently  in  the  expectora- 
tion. It  is  hardly  likely  that  a  nodule  the  size  of  a  large  pin 
would  be  inhaled  into  one  of  the  smaller  bronchi ;  and  if  this 


T\g.  65. 


Fig.  «. 


ToboUTi  concealed  knife  (Tobold). 


Tobol<re  tai«ert-po(nted 
probe  (after  Tobold). 


were  to  happen,  it  is  likely  that  the  irritation  it  would  produce 
would  lead  to  its  expectoration  in  the  products  of  secretion. 

The  knife  is  also  required  for  the  dinsion  of  membranous 
bands,  streteliing  from  one  vocal  cord  to  the  other,  and  also  for 
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the  division  of  the  commiseure  which  often  nnites  the  anterior  por- 
tion of  the  vocal  cords  after  removal  of  growths  from  them 
by  external  incision ;  the  opeitition  being  requisite  not  so  much 


rig.  97. 


Fig.  9& 


catting  edge  {tdtet  Tobold). 


T<*old*tknlf«,  with  itaigl* 
ting  edge  (after  ToboldX 


for  relief  of  dyspnoea,  but  rather  to  improve  the  character  of 
the  voice,  which  is  shrill,  in  consequence  of  the  shortened  size  of 
the  vibrating  reeds,  thus  raising  its  pitch. 
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Again,  growths  within  the  ventricle  of  the  larjTix  may  re- 
quire a  division  of  the  ventricular  band  by  the  knife,  in  oi-der 
to  bring  them  within  reach  of  the  forceps. 


Tig.  90. 


rig.  100. 


ToboUVs  pcrpnidlcnlariy  ent- 
ting  MiMuni  (after  Tobold). 


Tobold'8  horiiontallj  cat- 
ting itciaMoni. 


Scissors,  or  bladed  forceps,  have  been  sometimes  used  for 
tlie  removal  of  growths  of  unusual  hardness  and  favorably 
situated. 

An  idea  of  the  appropriate  instruments  for  all  these  pur- 
poses will  be  gained  from  the  accompanying  illustrations : — 
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The  use  of  cutting  instruments  entails  a  good  deal  more  hem- 
orrhage than  instrmnents  for  crushing  or  for  evulsion. 

For  the  same  pui-pose  small  guillotine  knives  of  various  forms, 
acting  on  tlie  principle  of  the  simple  tonsillotome,  have  been  de- 


LFig.  1C9. 


FUr.  101. 


Gibb*i  wir»>uiara  for  Uuyiuc 

(Oibb.)  Tobold*!  wlie-anare  for  laxyngeal  growths  (Tobold). 

Aised  by  Tiirck,  Stoerk,  Lewin,  and  others ;  but  their  use  has  not 
been  attended  with  a  great  amount  of  satisfaction. 

In  cases  of  small  growths  favorably  situated,  Dr.  Mackenzie 
prefers  the  use  of  rigid  loops  or  rings  of  wire  of  various  shapes, 
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and  presenting  at  various  angles  to  the  stock,  the  inner  edge  of 
the  ring  being  sliarpened,  so  that  when  the  growth  is  encircled 
by  the  ring  it  can  be  jerked  or  scraped  oflf. 

Another  class  of  cutting  instruments,  suitable  for  the  re- 
moval of  growths  with  narrow  pedicles,  consists  in  wire-snares, 
similar  to  those  used  by  AVilde  and  others  for  the  removal  of 
aural  jx>lyi)s. 

An  instrument  of  this  kind  was  first  employed  by  Dr.  Gibb 
for  the  removal  of  laryngeal  gi-owths,  and  in  his  hands,  and  in 
the  hands  of  some  othcj-s,  has  been  used  with  considerable  success. 
The  great  difficulty  in  its  employment  consists  in  ensnaring  the 
growth,  and  in  drawing  the  wire  evenly  round  its  base,  a  nicety 
of  manipulation  which  the  author  has  been  unable  to  acquire; 
and  therefore  he  has  not  resorted  to  this  procedure  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  one  case,  in  which  ho  succeeded  in  encir 
cling  a  polyp  to  his  satisfaction,  the  wire  broke  on  drawing 
it  home,  and  he  had  some  difficulty  in  disengaging  it  from  the 
growth,  being  compelled  to  remove  the  wire  from  the  in- 
strument for  that  pui-pose.  The  growth  in  question  was 
removed  subsequently  with  a  pair  of  curved  forceps.  These 
instruments  have  been  called  ecraseui-s,  but  they  do  not  act  on 
the  principle  of  the  ecraseur,  which  is  a  crushing  instrument. 
They  cut  through  the  tumor  more  after  the  manner  of  a  knife. 

Dr.  Mackenzie  speaks  *  of  a  true  wheel  eci-aseur,  which  he 
has  had  made  for  the  larynx,  of  his  illustration  of  which  he 
lias  kindly  sent  me  an  electrotype.  He  states  tliat  from  the 
slowness  with  which  it  acts  it  can  only  be  used  when  tracheotomy 
has  been  previously  performed,  or  where  the  growth  is  external 
to  the  laryngeal  canal.  It  is  only  adapted  to  large  growths  ;  and 
the  inventor  has  succeeded  in  removing  two  by  its  means,  one 
of  the  size  of  a  cherry  from  the  under  surface  of  the  epiglottis, 
and  the  other  of  the  size  of  a  bantam's  egg,  from  the  posterior 
surface  of  the  cricoid  cartilage.  From  the  illustration,  Fig.  103, 
it  would  appear  that  he  uses  a  wire  and  not  a  chain. 

Tobold  hiis  constructed  a  real  ecraseur,  Fig.  104,  provided  with 
a  small  chain,  such  as  is  used  in  watches.     I  have  tried  to  em- 


'^On  Growths  in  the  Lazynx,  p.  78. 
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ploy  this  ingtinment  once  or  twice,  but  failed  in  uiy  attempta  to 
iise  it  with  any  success. 

The  galvftiio-caiitery,  as  first  suggested  by  Prof.  Middeldorpf," 
of  Breslaii,  liaa  been  employed  for  the  removal  or  destnictioii  of 
laryngeal  gi-owths,  and  is  recommended  on  the  score  of  thorouf;h- 


nosB  of  action  and  the  slight  risk  of  hemorrhage.  Tlie  principle 
consists  in  cutting  throngh  the  turaor  by  means  of  a  loop  or  blade 
of  platinum  heated  to  a  white  heat  by  the  electric  current.  The 
loop  is  passed  around  the  growth,  and  drawn  tightly,  the  same  as 
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for  removal  bv  the  wire-snai-e  or  ecraseur,  and  then  the  current 
being  pas-sed  through  it,  tlie  growth  is  cut  tlirough  and  usually 
conies  away  atta<-hed  to  the  instrument  The  bkde  is  pressed 
throngli  the  growth. 

Fig.  10.")  represents  the  instrument  devised  for  the  purpose 
bv  Prof.  A'oltolini,  of  l>reslau ;  and  P^ig.  100,  a  mei-e  cautery  or 
blade,  nnieh  lighter  in  construction,  devised  by  myself. 

Fig.  105. 


Voltolinri  lATjiigMl  galTano-cantery.  * 
FiC  108.  I 


A  simple  form  of  gmlTano-cantery  for  the  larynx. ) 

'  Figs.  107, 108, 109, 110,  111,  112  represent  the  instruments  em- 
ployed by  Prof,  von  Bnuis  of  Tubingen  ;  for  the  illustrations  of 
which  I  am  indebted  to  Doctors  Beard  and  Rockwell,  of  New 
York.* 

This  method  of  treatment  lias  been  recommended  bv  Volto- 
lini,'  von  Bruns,*  and  others,  and  has  often  been  used  with  sue 


'  Medical  and  Siu^cal  Electricity.     New  York,  1871. 

*  Die  Anwendang  der  GalvanokauKtik  im  ixmem  des  KehUcopf es  und  Schlnnd- 
kopfea.     Wien,  18G7. 

*  Xene    Bcobachtungen    von   Polypen  des  Eehlkopfes.      Tiibin^n,  1868. 
Die  Galvano-Chinugie.     Tiibingen,  1870. 
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cees ;  but  on  aecoimt  of  the  infrequeiiey  with  wliicli  one  meets 
with  cases  calling  for  this  treatment,  and  the  trouble  and  expeiise 
attendant   upon  keeping  a  Buitable  voltaic  apparatus  in   good 


Viz-  lOT.  lUndla  tor  ok 
Fix.  lOS.  Hudlr.  wich 

rig.  im.  Huxiie. 


Fig.  111.  LuriDiral  cuUlDg  win.  loop, 
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order,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  skilled  afisietance  at  the 
desired  moment,  the  attendant  ineonveniencee  will  render  the 
employ  men  t  of  the  gal  vano -cautery  to  be  viewed  as  a  sut^it-al  ao- 
oomplishniciit  ratlier  tlian  a  surgical  practice,  at  least  oa  far  as 
growths  in  the  larynx  are  concerned,  until  sudi  time  as  the 
technics  for  its  maiiipnlation  shall  become  much  simplified.  I 
have  resorted  to  it  once  or  twice  where  I  feared  hemorrhage, 
and  with  less  pain  to  the  patient  than  the  use  of  the  oi'dinary 
caustic  remedies.  Dr.  Da  Costa,  wlio  witnessed  one  of  these 
manipulations,  was  much  struck  witli  the  small  amoimt  of  incon- 
venience it  produced.  Dr.  Mackenzie,  whose  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  laryngeal  growths  is  perhaps  unequalled  anywhere 
in  the  world,  does  not  recommend  the  galvano-caustic  treatment 
lie  found  it  give  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  one  instance,  and  pro- 
duce acute  cedema  in  two  others.  He  recognizes  no  special  ad- 
vantages in  tlie  treatment,  and  considers  the  other  modee  of 
operating  amply  sufficient- 
Fig.  113  is  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  little 
growth  on  a  depressed  epiglottis,  which 
induced  cough  by  touching  the  pharynx 
in  deglutition.  As  I  was  making  some 
1  experiments  with  the  galvano-cautery  at 
I  the  time  this  case  came  under  treatment, 
the  method  was  employed  to  destroy  the 
tumor,  which  it  did  readily  and  with 
very  little  pain  to  the  patient.  But  it 
bTimuHw-utriy.  might  liave  been  snipped  off  with  hori- 

zontal scissors  just  as  readily. 

In  cases  of  phthisiH,  some  caution  is  necessary  in  interfering 
imnecessarily  with  a  growth  in  the  larjTix,  inasmuch  as  tlie  re- 
sulting ulcer  may  not  cicatrize  kindly ;  and  this  may  precipitate 
all  the  impleasant  accompaniments  described  in  the  account 
given  of  the  chronic  laryngitis  of  phthisis. 

Under  certain  circumstances  it  becomes  necessarj-  to  divide 
the  larjnx  externally  for  the  removal  of  morbid  growths  within 
it.  This  necessity  arises  BOTnetiincs  on  account  of  tlie  jx)eition  of 
tlie  growth,  rendering  it  inaccessible  to  intra-larjngeal  procedure ; 
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sometimes  from  the  great  size  of  tlie  growth  and  the  danger  of 
hemorrhage  in  its  extraction ;  and  almost  ahvajB  when  the  growth 
is  malignant  in  character.  When  a  growtli  is  malignant,  no 
matter  wliere  it  may  l^e  situated,  if  at  all  submitted  to  operative 
procedure,  it  is  essential  that  every  portion  of  it  be  removed — 
in  the  langnoge  of  Prof.  Gross,  that  "  tlie  very  atmosphere  of 
the  morbid  mass  be  removed,"  and  this  cannot  he  done  without 
dissection ;  and  dissection  cannot  he  practised  with  instruments 
adapted  to  laryngoscopic  surgery. 

The  division  of  the  larynx  may  be  performed  at  once,  or  not 
until  after  tlie  previous  perfoniiance  of  tracheotomy,"  Where 
the  growth  is  email,  or  even  if  it  were  lat^e,  and  the  probabili- 
ties were  that  after  splitting  the  larynx,  the  operation  for  re- 
moval of  tlie  growth  would  be  a  simple  one,  such  as  strangula- 
ting or  cutting  out  a  tumor  without  ramifying  adhesions,  so  that 
a  comparatively  slight  amount  of  injury  would  be  inflicted  upon 
the  intra- laryngeal  structures,  I  would  be  inclined  to  open  the 
larynx  at  once,  witliout  the  previous  performance  of  tracheotomy. 
Where,  on  tlie  other  hand,  a  great  amount  of  injury  of  this  kind 
is  anticipated,  injury  which  would  lead  to  a  good  deal  of  iuflam- 
tnation.  I  would  be  inclined  to  perform  traclieotomy  in  advance, 
in  order  to  faciUtate  respiration  and  keep  the  injured  parts  at 
rest. 

Fig.  114  represents  tlie  laryngoecopic  FiB.ii*. 

appearance  of  a  fibrous  growth,  for  the 
removal  of  which  I  divided  the  larynx 
without  having  jierfonned  tracheotomy. 
The  patient  was  a  man  aged  26  years,  and  a 
subject  of  phthisis.  I^yspnoea,  on  account 
of  which  the  operation  was  perfonned, 
was  relieved ;  but  although  the  growth 
was  favorably  situated,  and  the  vocal  mj.  w\ 
cords  were   uninjured   in  tlie  operation,   the  aphonia  existing 


'  Dr.  Eiihnim  Catt«r,  of  Boston,  irai,  I  believe.^the  lint  saigeon  to  perform 
Ihis  opentioQ  without  tecoune  to  tiacbeotom;.  He  boa  recently  pabliihed  an 
aooonnt  of  dIdc  canes  of  the  kind,  in  k  pamphlet  entitled,  "  ThTrotoni;, 
for  the  Remoral  of  I^ijugetl  OrowUu,  Modified."    Boaton,  1871. 
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prior  to  tlie  ojieration   persisted  after  it,     A  detailed  account 
of  this  case  had  beoii  given  el»ewliere.' 

FijTfl.  115,  116, 117  represent  three  viewa  of  the  lamix  of  a 
youTij^  •^eiiticinaii,  fniin  whose  left  vtM-al  cord  and  ventnt-le  I 
removed  a  lar^  Gj)tthe1ioiiia.  as  well  as  two  much  Pinaller 
growths  from  tlie  ri{^hC  vocal  cord,  after  tlie  previous  [>erfom> 
ancG  of  tracliei)t<'iny.  Fijj.  115  represents  the  apjwarance  of  the 
growth  at  the  time  of  the  opcratitni ;  Fig.  llC,  the  apiiearaiice 
of  the  larynx  a  few  months  after  tlie  operation ;  and  Fig.  117, 
the  apiK-nmnce  of  the  i>art8  nearly  four  years  after  the  operation. 
In  the  last  two  fignres  the  line  of  the  tracheal  incision  is  dis- 
tinctly seen.  An  important  feature  in  connection  with  this  ca^e, 
which  is  rei>ortcd  in  detail  elsewhere,'  consists  in  the  fact  that 
there  was  a  reproduction  of  tissue  in  the  left  v(K*al  cord,  the 

FtK.  IIS.  Fla.  11<L  Fig.  IIT. 


anterior  [icirtion  of  which  had  been  purposely  sacrificed  in  the 
removal  of  the  growth,  and  from  which  an  cxi>ansion  ttwk  place 
to  the  other  curd  anteriorly,  as  well  depicted  in  the  drawings. 
This  case  was  eminently  successful  as  to  the  restoration  of  the 
voice,  the  patient  declaring  tliat,  although  a  little  rough,  his 
voice  is  a.-<  g<x>d  as  it  ever  was.  This  shows  us  that  the  vocal 
cords,  or  a  substitute  for  them,  can  be  reproduced,  and  seems 
to  confinn  the  view  that  they  are  mei-e  duplicaturea  of  elastic 
TDemhrane,  and  not  special  structures. 

I  have  seen  some  of  these  oj)eration8  accomplished  without 
any  difficulty,  and  accom])anied  by  very  little  hemorrhage. 
Others  have  been  attcnJed  with  serious  difficulties. 

'  T/,«  itfdieallttoord,  vol.  It.,  p.  218. 
'  Ibid.,  Tol.  It.,  p.  344. 
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The  first  operation  of  tbyrotoniy  for  removal  of  laryngeal 
growth  was  perfoniied  by  Brauers  in  1S33,  and  was  followed 
by  Ehrmann  in  1843,  and  by  Buck  in  1851  and  1861/  since 
which  time  it  has  been  frequently  repeated. 

In  pei-fonning  the  operation  of  external  section  of  the  thyroid 
cartilage,  for  the  removal  of  lar}'ngeal  growths,  the  patient 
is  placed  in  the  usual  position  for  laryngotomy  or  trache- 
otomy, or  may  be  seated  upon  a  chair  thrown  back,  and 
steadily  supported.  The  anterior  portion  of  the  larynx 
being  freely  exposed  by  section  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous 
connective  tissue,  a  vertical  opening  is  made  into  the  crico- 
thyroid ligament  by  a  sharp-pointed  knife,  the  blade  presenting 
upwards,  and  this  may  then  be  carried  upwards,  separating  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  larynx  into  halves,  care  being  taken  to  keep 
in  the  middle  line,  to  avoid  wounding  the  vocal  cords.  If  pre- 
ferred, the  section  of  the  cartilage  may  be  performed  by  means 
of  a  prol)e-ix)inted  knife.  The  knife  employed  should  be  very 
strong ;  and  a  stout  pair  of  angular  scissors  should  be  at  hand,  to 
be  used  for  dividing  the  cartilage,  should  the  latter  be  ossified 
or  offer  much  resistance  to  the  knife.  If  the  growth  present  in 
the  line  of  incision,  it  will  be  very  apt  to  be  wounded  and 
give  rise  to  hemorrhage.  The  severed  halves  of  the  thyroid 
cartilage  are  to  be  held  apart  by  strong  blunt  hooks,  for  which 
purpose  Dr.  Cutler,  of  Boston,  has  devised'  a  pair  of  double 
pronged  hooks,  looking  like  a  pair  of  old-fashioned  table-forks, 
with  the  terminal  ends  turned  downwards ;  the  intention  being 
to  place  one  prong  above  the  vocal  cord  and  one  below  it,  in 
using  the  instrument.  The  morbid  growth  is  then  removed  by 
forceps,  knife,  scissors,  ecraseur,  or  galvano-cautery,  as  may  be 
deemed  mc:)st  expedient ;  and  after  the  operation,  the  raw  places 
should  be  cauterized  with  nitrate  of  silver,  or  with  a  compara- 
tively stn)ng  solution  of  acid  nitrate  of  mercury.  The  wound 
is  allowed  to  come  together  naturally,  and  the  parts  are  held  in 
position  by  adhesive  strips  externally.  There  is  no  necessity  to 
place  a  suture  in  the  cartilage,  or  even  in  the  skin.  Some 
disturbance  of  the  parts  must  ensue  during  the  paroxysms  of 

*  Mackenzie.     Growths  in  the  Laijnx,  p.  89. 

•  Am.  Jour,  Med.  Sci.y  January,  1867.     ^ 
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cough  that  usually  continue  for  a  few  days  after  an  operation 
of  this  kind.  A  simple  dressing  is  all  that  is  required.  When 
the  wound  is  dressed,  a  full  opiate  should  be  administered. 
Liquid  nourishment  can  usually  be  taken  from  the  very  first, 
though  swallowing  is  sometimes  difficult  for  a  few  days. 

During  the  operation  it  is  very  essential  that  the  blood  should 
be  promptly  6opi>ed  up  by  small  bits  of  sponges,  securely  at- 
tached to  forceps,  or  what  I  prefer,  to  rods  of  whalebone ;  and 
several  of  these  should  be  at  hand.  In  one  of  my  operations, 
an  assistant,  excited  by  the  spattering  of  the  blood  accompany- 
ing the  spasmodic  heaving  of  the  respiration,  induced  in  these 
operations  by  the  presence  of  blood  and  the  direct  access  of 
cool  air,  dropped  a  piece  of  sponge  from  the  forceps,  and  it  was 
absolutely  on  its  way  dowTi  the  trachea  in  tlie  inspiratory  cur- 
rent, when  I  seized  it  with  the  forceps  and  extracted  it.  The 
possibility  of  such  an  untoward  accident  may  be  avoided  by 
securing  the  sponge  firmly  and  permanently  to  its  holder.  Re- 
covery f  i^om  these  operations  is  usually  prompt,  unless  the  general 
state  of  the  constitution  has  become  much  impaired  befoi-ehand. 

The  mere  opening  of  the  larynx  is  a  matter  of  little  difticulty, 
but  the  extirpation  of  a  tumor  with  extensive  attachments  is  a 
matter  of  a  good  deal  of  labor  and  i-esponsibility ;  on  the  one 
liand  on  account  of  the  spasmodic  heaving  of  the  parts  at  every 
touch  of  the  knife  or  other  instrument,  and  on  the  other  hand 
on  account  of  the  passage  of  blood  into  tlie  trachea. 

It  is  not  a  settled  question,  whether  the  use  of  anaesthetics 
should  be  employed  for  the  performance  of  these  operations. 
All  in  which  the  author  was  interested  as  principal  or  assistant 
were  performed  under  tlie  influence  of  ana^stliesia,  the  effect  of 
which  as  a  rule  was  very  satisfactory.  In  one  case,  however,  in 
which  I  was  assisting  Dr.  Elsberg  of  New  York  at  the  time,  the 
patient,  an  elderly  man,  nearly  died  from  the  chloroform,  and 
after  he  was  revived  the  operation  had  to  be  finished  without 
further  resort  to  ancesthesia.  In  another  instance  wliich  I  have 
reported  in  detail,*  death  actually  occurred  from  the  administra« 
tion  of  the  anaesthetic.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  in  this  con- 
nection, that  if  the  integrity  of  the  glottis  is  already  corapro- 

'  '  I7m  Medical  Ecoard,  yoL  iv.,  p.  205^ 
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mised  by  the  presence  of  a  large  neoplasm,  there  is  danger  of 
death  by  suffocation  during  the  administration  of  an  ansesthetic, 
despite  the  usual  relaxing  influence  of  such  an  agent.  It  would 
be  well,  therefore,  in  cases  where  there  is  any  doubt  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  employing  anaesthesia,  to  make  the  initial  incision 
beforehand,  inasmuch  as  statistics  show  us  that  death  is  much 
less  likely  to  occur  when  an  ansesthetic  is  administered  for  relief 
from  pain,  than  when  it  is  given  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
pain. 

After  removal  of  a  growth  by  this  means,  the  parts  from 
which  it  has  been  removed  should  be  thoroughly  cauterized  with 
lunar  caustic  or  the  acid  nitrate  of  mercury,  with  a  view  of  re- 
pressing repullulation. 

In  all  cases  of  intense  dyspnoea  threatening  suffocation,  con- 
nected with  a  growth  in  the  lamyx,  laryngotomy  or  tracheotomy 
should  be  performed  as  an  initial  measure,  even  w^hen  it  is  in- 
tended to  extract  the  growth  through  the  mouth.  The  danger 
of  provoking  spasm  by  tentative  efforts  is  not  to  be  underrated. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  larjngeal  or  tracheal  wound  can  be 
taken  advantage  of  for  gaining  access  to  the  neoplasm,  as  has 
been  practised  by  Mackenzie,  von  Bi-uns,  and  others;  the  mani- 
pulation being  guided  by  the  laryngoscope. 

If  tracheotomy  have  been  performed  previous  to  the  removal 
of  malignant  growtlis,  or  benign  growths  wnth  a  disposition  to 
recurrence,  it  would  be  well,  unless  strongly  contra-indicated, 
to  retain  the  use  of  the  canula  for  a  greater  or  shorter  time. 
This  would  afford  two  avenues  to  the  new  growth,  and  insure 
freedom  of  respiration  should  the  new  growth  enlarge  rapidly. 
Patients  from  a  distance  should  be  taught  the  art  of  auto- 
larjngoscopy,  so  that  they  can  examine  their  own  lar^aigeal  struc- 
tures from  time  to  time,  and  detect  any  recurrence  of  growth 
in  its  early  stages. 

Scirrhus  and  encephaloid  growths  in  their  advanced  state 
are,  as  a  rule,  not  suitable  for  radical  operation,  inasmuch  as  so 
much  of  the  surrounding  structures  are  usually  involved  as  to 
render  complete  removal  impossible  without  the  sacrifice  of  im- 
portant functions.     True,  it  has  been  proposed  to  remove  the 

entire  larynx,  and  the  operation  has  been  performed  by  Czemy 
29 
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Buccessfully  on  the  lower  animals.  In  a  case  of  scirrhus  of  the 
larj'iix,  which  1  examined  a  year  or  two  ago  with  Prc^f.  Post  of 
New  York,  that  gentleman  proix>sed  removal  of  the  mass,  in- 
cludincr  as  much  of  the  larvnx  as  would  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose ;  and  he  would,  in  all  probability,  have  performed  the 
operation  had  the  patient  not  committed  suicide.  We  can  con- 
(;eive  of  the  possibility  of  a  man's  living  without  a  larynx,  and 
that  there  are  many  individuals  who  would  prefer  living  as 
mutes,  and  feeding  by  the  stomach  tube,  to  not  living  or  feed- 
ing at  all.  Nevertheless,  the  operation  is  hardly  to  be  considered 
justifiable  in  cases  of  malignant  growth. 

Another  method  of  external  oi>eration  for  the  removal  of 
laryngeal  growths  remains  to  be  spoken  of.  This  is  the  opera- 
tion of  supra-thyn)id  laryngotomy,  or  sub-hyoidean  j)haryngo- 
tomy,  as  it  is  called,  a  method  of  gaining  access  to  the  phar\'nx 
and  to  the  larynx  by  drawing  the  epiglottis  through  a  wound 
made  in  the  external  tissues.  This  operation  was  projx^sed  by 
Malgaigne  *  and  by  Vidal  de  Cassis,  and  was  performed  for  the 
first  time,  on  the  person  of  an  American  gentleman,  by  Dr. 
Prat,'  a  French  naval  surgeon,  stationed  at  the  time  at  Papiete, 
the  capital  of  Otaheite.  A  fibn>id  tumor  existed  on  the  epi- 
glottis, which  could  be  felt  with  the  finger,  but  it  could  not  be 
extracted  through  the  mouth.  The  patient,  who  was  the  subject 
of  advanced  pulmonarj'  phthisis,  suffered  also  from  extreme 
dysphagia,  which  finally  increased  to  veritable  aphagia.  There 
was  also  difliculty  of  breathing.  The  patient,  who  could  neither 
eat  nor  drink,  insisted  on  being  relieved,  and  Dr.  Prat  operated 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  Malgaigne.  The  transverse 
incision  2-3  millimeters  in  length,  through  the  thyro-hyoid  mem- 
brane, brought  him  down  to  the  epiglottis,  upon  the  left  side  of 
the  laryngeal  face  of  which  the  tumor  was  found.  It  was  seized 
with  forceps,  and  excised  with  scissors.  No  vessels  required 
ligature.     The  edges  of  the  wound  were  united  by  suture,  and  a 


*  ManiiH  d4  Med.  Operatoire.  Paris,  1835. 

«  (Gazftte  drf(  llnpitaux,  1859,  No.  103)  Elsberg's  Priro  Easay  on  the  Treat- 
ment of  Morbid  Growths  within  the  Larynx.  Phila.  1866,  p.  15.  Mackenzie; 
On  Growths  in  the  Larynx,  p.  98. 
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dressing  was  applied  rather  tightly.  The  wound  healed  rapidly, 
and  the  troubles  of  respiration  and  deglutition  subsided.  The 
patient  died  shortly  afterwards  from  phthisis,  and  at  the  autopsy 
no  trace  of  the  growth  was  to  be  found. 

In  1863,  Dr.  Follin  *  performed  a  similar  operation  with 
complete  success.  The  patient  was  a  young  man,  aged  21 
years,  whose  respiration  was  normal  when  in  the  liorizontal 
position,  but  who  could  not  breathe  when  standing  upright, 
llis  symptoms  were  due  to  the  presence  of  several  fibro-cellular 
or  myxomatous  growths,  which  had  formed  rapidly,  and  were 
thought  to  be  situated  on  the  posterior  wall  of  the  larynx. 
The  neoplasms  were  extirpated,  and  the  patient  was  entirely 
cured. 

Prof.  Langenbeck  also  has  operated '  in  this  manner.  Ilis  first 
operation  was  July  4, 1862,  performed  upon  the  person  of  a  man, 
forty-seven  years  of  age,  from  whom  a  pharyngeal  tumor  about 
an  inch  in  circumference  had  been  removed  by  Pix)f.  Middel- 
dorpf  in  1859,  by  means  of  the  galvano-cautery.  The  tumor 
had  grown  again  to  very  large  dimensions,  and  threatened  deatli 
by  suflFocation.  The  operation  was  a  diflScult  one,  requiring  the 
use  of  some  twenty-five  ligatures  to  control  the  hemorrhage. 
The  patient  died  on  the  second  day  after  the  operation. 

Prof.  Langenbeck  operated  a  second  time,  and  succjessfully, 
in  August,  1 869,  upon  a  female  aged  fifty  years.  The  tumor 
arose  from  the  left  aryteno-epiglottic  fold,  stretched  with  a 
broad  base  to  the  left  side  of  the  phaiynx,  and  was  so  finnly 
attached  to  the  left  arytenoid  cartilage,  that  the  cartilage  was 
brought  through  the  external  wound  along  with  the  growth, 
which  latter  was  then  carefully  separated  from  it.  The  tumor, 
when  removed,  was  of  the  size  of  a  large  pigeon's  egg,  irregular 
in  outline,  and  not  unlike  an  hypertrophied  tonsil  in  general 
appearance.  Microscopically  examined,  it  was  determined  to  be 
a  fibro-myxoma. 


*  Arehivea  O^nerala  de  Mid.^  February,  1867.  Mackenzie;  On  Growths, 
etc.,  p.  99. 

^  Mgemeine  MedicinUche  Central- Zeitung^  1870,  Nob.  8,  9,  and  10,  pp.  98, 
103,  and  115. 
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In  lSfi3  Dr.  Dehroii '  perforiiied  this  oi>oratii)n  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  linnor  whicli,  diiring  the  t)penition,  praved  to  be 
situated  in  the  ventricle  of  the  laniix.  The  thyroid  cartilage 
was  then  divided,  when  it  was  found  that  the  tmnor  extended 
from  the  rif;ht  arytcniJ-epighittic:  fold  to  the  tlifltaiice  of  2-3 
uiilliiiietrcs  below  the  v.ii;al  cords.  It  was  removed  witli  the 
ecrasenr,  Ti-at-heotoiny  was  then  performed  and  a  caniile  in- 
serted. The  patient  died  on  tlie  seventh  day  fmni  the  resulting 
bronchitis,  wliit-h  DeltRm  attributed  to  the  unnecessary  tracheo- 
tomy which  he  had  performed. 

Tl'MORS   OF   THE   TR.VCUF.A. 

Tumoi-s  occur  in  the  trachea  also,  and  are  recognized  in 
the  laryngoscope.  Their  removal  usually  necessitates  laying 
the  tube  open  from  the  outside.  Occasi.nially,  however,  a 
tnmoi*  may  be  removed  from  the  trachea  thnmgh  the  moutli, 
aa  exemplified  in  tlie  following  case  of  extirpation  of  a  sarcoma 
from  the  trachea,  success  fully  [>erfi>rmed  by  Dr.  Sehrotter,  a 
verbal  account  of  which  I  hud  from  an  eye-witness,  Dr.  Auli, 
of  Cincinnati.  The  case  is  so  rare,  and  the  skilfid  extirpation 
soliigldy  creditable  to  the  opemtur,  tliat  no  ajiologA-  is  necessarj' 
for  pi-esenting  an  extract  of  the  detailed  report  iu  the  Witfn 
Medici II Uhi:  JaJu-hik-hfr,  sv.  IJand,  1  lloft,  ISliS,  pp.  O^-T^. 

The  jiatient  was  a  jounieyiuan  Uouse-painter,  a't.  thirty-four, 
who  had  been  under  treatment  for  a  long  time  for  ehronie 
laryngeal  catarrh,  with  a  slight  cicatricial  contraction  of  tlie 
anterior  jxirtJon  of  the  left  votml  cord.  Finally  the  laryiigo- 
scopic  cxaniiuatioii  revejiled  the  exist- 
ence of  a  tumor  (Fig,  IIS)  HjMjn  the 
anterior  wall  of  the  trachea,  in  the 
region  of  the  fourth  tracheal  carti- 
lage, and  in  its  posterior  portion  it 
seemed  as  broad  as  the  dilated  glot- 

Dr  flfhHitlWi ™« o(  lumor  of  tho    ^'^^-     ^^  '^'•^^^  "^  *  1"^'''  '"t^  Color,  COVer- 

t™.UM  (8ihr«UT).  eij   ii^-re   aiij    there   willi   yellowish 

mucus.     The  tumor  was  observed  to  moic  with  forced  reapi- 
'  AlUj.  Med.  CtT,t.-Zat.,  No.  0,  p.  105. 
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ration,  showing    tliat  it    had   a  pedicular  attachment   to   the 
posterior  wall  of  the  tracliea. 

Ix)cal  anaesthesia  was  j)roduced  by  the  pencilling  first  with 
chloroform,  and  then  subsequently,  at  intervals  of  about  an 
hour,  with  a  solution  of  tlie  acetate  of  morphia — 10  grains  to  the 
drachm  of  water.*  Portions  of  the  tumor  were  removed  bv  the 
forceps  on  several  cK'casions,  and  fiiudly  the  j)ortion  remaining 
was  injected  with  a  solution  of  the  sesquichloride  of  iron,  two 
parts  to  one  of  water,  which  produced  cauterization  and  shrink- 
ing of  the  tumor,  to  a  mere  immovable  stump. 

It  would  have  been  a  better  and  safer  practice  to  have 
opened  the  trachea  externally,  and  have  removed  tlie  entire 
tumor  at  once,  cauterizing  the  points  of  attachment  to  ]>re- 
vent  rei>ullulation.  As  a  sample  of  ]>luck  and  patience  on  the 
part  of  the  operator,  and  endurance  on  the  part  of  the  patient, 
the  case  is  unique,  and  its  report  worth  perusal  by  those  inter- 
ested. 

A  case  of  P'>lyp  of  the  trachea  is  recorded '  by  Dr.  Fifield. 
The  patient,  a  female,  was  subject  to  attacks  of  dyspncea, 
and  for  four  davs  before  death  sat  with  lier  forehead  on  the 
back  of  a  chair.  The  left  bronchus  was  perfectly  covered  by 
a  firm  rosy  jx)lyp,  tlie  size  of  a  small  grape;  the  pedicle  was 
attached  to  the  trachea  at  the  mouth  of  the  bronchus,  where  it 
had  acted  as  a  ball-valve,  ])erniitting  expiration,  but  preventing 
inspiration.  The  case  was  unconnected  with  any  disease  of  the 
lungs. 

Dr.  (libb  mentions*  a  cjise  of  cystic  tumor  (cyst  or  abscess?) 
on  the  anterior  wall  of  the  trachea,  which  burst  8]X)ntaneously. 

Prof,   Turck*    has   observed   several  cases  of  tumor  of  the 


1  This  method  of  inducing  tolerance  of  the  ports  preparatory  to  operating 
within  the  larynx  is  much  used  in  Germany,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  in  favor 
elsewhere.  Dangerous  narcotism  is  somctijues  produced,  and  this  has  in  some 
instances  proved  fatal.  l*rof.  Pancoast  informed  me  that  a  result  of  this  kind 
occurred  during  his  recent  visit  to  Vienna,  and  I  have  been  told  of  other  in- 
stances by  reliable  gentlemen  engaged  in  studying  the  art  of  laryngoscopy 
abroad  at  the  time. 

*  {BMon  MeA.  and  Surg.  Jour.,  Nov.  14,  18C1.)     Gibb,  op.  cit.,  p.  392. 
»  Op.  cit.,  p.  302. 

*  Klinik  der  Krankheiten  dcs  Kehlkopfcs  and  der  Luftrohre.  Wien.  1866, 
p.  502,  et  seq. 
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trachea,  some  of  which  he  discovered  on  the  laryngscopic  in- 
spection ;  and  one  of  these  was  associated  with  growths  iu  the 
upper  jH)rtion  of  the  left  bronchus. 

Most  of  the  cases  of  so-called  tumors  of  the  trachea,  however, 
are  involutions  of  the  tube  caused  by  the  compression  of  tumors 
external  to  the  w  indpipe ;  or  extension  inwards  of  tumors  from 
the  Qjsophagus,  the  latter  class  of  affections  being  usually  ma- 
lignant. The  description  of  a  marked  case  of  this  kind  is  illus- 
trated in  the  work  of  Dr.  Gil>b,*  in  which  the  calibre  of  the 
tube  was  almost  entirely  tilled  by  an  oval  tumor  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  in  length,  growing  from  tlie  posterior  wall  and  blended 
with  ajsoj)hageal  disease. 

Xo  special  symptoms  of  tracheal  tumor  would  be  recognized, 
as  a  rule,  until  the  size  of  the  growth  was  such  as  to  produce 
stridor, or  impede  respiration.  Early  in  it^s  growth,  its  existence 
might  ix)ssibly  be  recognized  or  suspected  by  dry,  sonorous  rales 
otherwise  unaccounted  for.  Tumors  in  connection  with  the 
oesophagus  would  be  accompanied  with  symptoms  of  dysphagia 
or  stricture,  in  addition  to  whatever  special  tracheal  symptoms 
might  be  present. 

FOREIGN    BgniKS    IN    TIIK    LARYNX    AND   TRACUEA. 

Foreign  bodies  frequently  gain  access  into  the  air-passages, 
and  when  not  promptly  expelled  by  coughing,  usually  become 
impacted  in  some  }H>rtion  of  the  larynx  or  trachea,  though  they 
"occasionally  lodge  in  the  bronchi.  These  foreign  bodies  may 
gain  access  from  the  outside,  as  in  the  well-known  case  of  La 
Martiniere,  who  detected  a  small  wound  in  the  neck  of  a  boy 
who  had  been  suddenly  seized  with  a  paroxysm  of  suffocation 
while  playing  with  a  whip.  The  wound  was  cut  down  upon, 
and  a  pin  extracted  from  it.  The  pin  had  been  attached  to  the 
whij>-cord,  and  had  [KMietrated  into  the  trachea. 

A  purulent  bronchial  gland  has  been  known  to  become  de- 
tached, and  thus  produce  sudden  death  by  suffocation.  Matters 
vomited  from  the  stomach  during  a  state  of  insensibility  have 
been  known  U)  inundate  the  air-passages,  and  thus  produce 
death.     An  accident  of  this  kind  sometimes  occurs  in  the  new- 


»  Op.  oit.,  p.  891. 
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bom  babe,  tbe  matters  usually  consisting  of  mucus  and  nie(?<^)nium. 
Parasitic  worms  sometimes  tind  tlieir  way  into  tlie  air-passage 
from  tlie  alimentary  canal ;  and  insects  and  other  animals  fi*om 
the  nose. 

The  most  frequent  cause  of  the  entrance  of  foreign  bodies 
into  the  air-passages  is  due  to  sudden  inspiration  while  the 
boilv  is  in  the  mouth.  Hence,  many  accidents  of  this  kind 
occur  in  children  who  are  very  apt  to  put  things  into  their 
mouths  while  at  play. 

All  the  works  on  surcjerv  contain  reliable  articles  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  foreign  bodies  in  the  air-])assages,  and  it  is  therefore 
unnecessary,  in  the  present  volume,  to  do  more  than  give  a 
general  descrii)tion  of  the  nature  of  the  accident,  the  symp- 
toms it  gives  rise  to,  and  the  treatment  indicated.  For  this 
purjK>se  the  author  has  seen  fit  to  draw  largely  u{)on  the 
classical  work  of  Prof.  (Tn)ss,*  which  contains  all  the  essen- 
tial information  that  can  be  gained  on  the  subject,  with  the 
single  exception  that  these  IxKlies,  when  knlged  in  the  larj'nx, 
or  in  certain  portions  of  the  trachea,  can  sometimes  be  seen 
in  the  laryngoscopic  mirror — an  instrument  intnKluced  into  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  subsequently  to  the  publication 
of  Dr.  (iross's  volume.  When  thev  can  be  so  seen,  and  an  ex- 
amination  of  this  kind  should  not  be  neglected  when  time  and 
opportunity  permit,  valuable  infonnation  is  obtained  as  to  the 
|>osition  of  the  foreign  body,  and  the  selection  of  the  proper 
operation  for  its  extraction.  In  certain  favorable  cases,  the 
foreign  b<Hly,  when  situated  in  the  upj)er  ]X>rtion  of  the  larj-nx, 
can  be  seized  with  a  pair  of  laryngeal  forceps  under  guidance 
of  the  laryngoscopic  mirror,  and  be  safely  extracted  tlmjugh  the 
mouth.  When  the  foreign  IkkIv  is  situated  beneath  the  glottis, 
such  an  openition  is  not  advisable,  on  account  of  the  danger  of 
prcKlucing  suflfiK-ation  by  spasm  of  the  glottis,  or  by  impaction 
of  the  foreign  body  between  the  lips  of  the  glottis  in  the  effort 
at  extraction.  Onlv  when  the  bodv  is  small  or  slen<ler,  and 
favorably  situated  for  seizing  and  withdrawing  it,  should  this 
operation  be  attemi)ted. 
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An  instructive  case  of  this  nature  occurred  recently  in  my  own 
practice,  in  tlie  cjise  of  a  lady  sent  to  me  fmm  a  neighboring 
city.  Tlie  foreign  body,  a  piece  of  beef  bone,  had  been  inhaled 
into  the  larynx  while  eating  soup,  two  yeai*8«  and  a  half  before. 
On  examination,  I  saw  the  bone  below  the  vocal  cords,  impacted 
between  tlie  anterior  and  posterior  walls  of  tlie  cricoid  cartilage, 
which  had  undergone  caries  at  these  jx>ints.  I  made  an  attempt 
to  seize  the  lK)dy  with  a  j>air  of  laryngeal  forceps,  and  readily 
succeeded,  but  a  g<XKl  deal  of  force  was  necessary  to  dislodge  it, 
and  the  instrument  was  withdrawn  without  the  foreign  body  with- 
in its  grasp.  A  moderate  amount  of  hemorrhage  followed,  ac- 
companied by  violent  pai*oxysms  of  si>asm  of  the  glottis,  which 
continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  and  were  eventually  allaved 
by  the  inhalation  of  ether.  A  subsecpient  laryngoscopic  ex- 
amination showed  that  the  foreimi  lK)dv  had  been  detached 
from  its  connections  j)<)steriorly,  and  that  it  was  hanging  by  its 
anterior  atta(*hmeiit.  It  had  caught  under  the  vc>cal  cords  in 
their  spai^nuHlic  contraction  during  the  ojHjration,  and  had  thus 
been  dragged  out  of  the  grasp  of  the  forceps.  I  declined  to 
interfere  further  througli  the  mouth,  and  subsequently  j>er- 
formed  tracheotomy,  with  the  assistance  of  Di-s.  Packaixl  and 
Sinkler,  The  bone,  which  was  distinctly  seen  just  before  the 
operation,  (!ouId  not  be  found  after  it,  and  it  was  concluded 
that  it  had  become  detached,  coughed  up,  and  swallowed  during 
the  si)aj?ms  of  coughing  with  which  the  operation  was  attended ; 
and  the  case  has  done  well  ever  since.  The  ulceration  of  the 
cricoid  cartilages  healed  kindly,  their  progress  being  watched 
with  the  lar\^lgoscope.  A  day  or  two  after  the  operation,  a 
small  piece  of  bone  was  found  plastered  by  a  clot  of  blood  to 
the  wall  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the  operating  table, 
but  it  represented  only  a  small  jx)rtion  of  the  bone  seen  witli 
tlie  laryngosciope. 

A  small  lish-bone,  and  several  pins,  which  had  been  inhaled 
into  the  larynx,  I  have  extracted,  without  difficulty,  under 
guidance  of  the  laryngoscoj)e ;  but  they  were  favorably  situated 
above  the  glottis.  Most  of  the  foreign  bodies  which  gain 
entrance  into  the  air-passages  are  of  hard  consistence,  and  not 
likely  to  undergo  alteration  of  size.     Vegetable  and  animal 
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matters,  on  the  other  liand,  are  liable  to  become  increased  in 
size  from  imbibition  of  moisture,  and  therefore  add  gravity  to 
the  prognosis. 

The  foreign  bcnly  may  lodge  in  different  portions  of  the 
larynx  or  trachea,  or  may  remain  loose  in  the  wiudpii)e,  and 
move  uj)  and  down  it  with  the  efforts  of  rcsj)iration.  When  a 
foreign  body  is  not  arrested  in  the  larynx  or  trachea,  it  usually 
falls  into  one  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  more  frecpiently  into  the 
right  tube.  The  cause  of  this  peculiarity  is  shown  by  Prof.  Ciross 
to  depend  upon  tlie  anatomical  arrangement  of  the  sei)tum  at 
the  rcH)t  of  the  trachea,  wliere  that  tube  divides  into  the  ]>ri- 
mary  bronchi.  This  bronchial  septum  is  to  the  left  of  the 
middle  line,  and  thus  a  foreign  body  striking  it  is  apt  to  be  de- 
flected to  the  right,  its  passage  in  this  direction  being  favored 
by  the  greater  calibre  of  the  right  bronchus.  Sometimes  a 
foreign  body  falls  into  each  bronchus  ;  and  sometimes  it  passes 
throui^h  the  bronchus  into  one  of  its  subdivisions. 

The  innnediate  effects  of  the  entrance  of  a  foreign  Ixxly  is 
usually  a  severe  paroxysm  of  pain  and  coughing,  with  more  or 
less  dysi)n(ca,  due  to  the  spasmodic  action  excited  in  the  laryn- 
geal muscles.  Sometimes  suffocation  takes  ])lace  on  the  instant. 
The  symptoms  of  an  accident  of  this  kind  are  thus  grai)hically 
described  by  Prof.  Gross  :  "  The  patient  is  scMze<l  with  a  feeling 
of  annihilation;  he  gasj)s  for  breath,  looks  wildly  around  him, 
coughs  violently,  and  ahnost  loses  his  consciousness.  His  coun- 
tenance innnediately  becomes  livid,  the  eyes  protrude  from  their 
sockets,  the  btwly  is  contorted  in  every  iK)ssible  maimer,  and 
froth,  and  sometimes  even  blocnl,  issue  fn)ni  the  mouth  an<l 
nose.  Sometimes  he  gras|)s  his  throat,  and  utters  the  most  dis- 
tressing cries.  The  heart's  action  is  greatly  disturbed,  and  not 
unfre(piently  the  individual  falls  down  in  a  state  of  insensibility, 
unable  to  execute  a  single  voluntary  function.  In  short,  he  is 
like  one  who  has  been  choked  by  the  hand,  or  by  the  rope  of 
the  executioner.  Sometimes  a  disposition  to  vomit,  or  actual 
vomiting,  occui-s  immediately  after  the  accident,  esj)ecially  if  it 
take  place  soon  after  a  heart v  meal.  The  relief  occasionally 
experienced  from  this  source  is  verj'  great.  In  some  instances, 
again,  there  is  an  invohmtary  discharge  of  fajces,  and  even  of 
urine." 
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'*  Tlie  duration  of  tlie  first  paroxysms  varies  from  a  few  sec- 
onds to  several  minutes,  or,  in  severe  cases,  as  when  the  foreign 
bo<iv  is  arrested  in  the  larvnx,  even  to  several  hours.  With  the 
restoration  of  the  respiration,  the  features  resume  their  natural 
appearance,  and  the  patient  recovers  liis  ci>nsciousness  and 
power  of  speech.  The  voice,  however,  f  recpiently  remains  some- 
what altere<l,  the  breathinpr  is  more  or  less  embarrassed,  and  the 
individual  is  harassed  with  frequent  paroxysms  of  cou<!^hing,  at- 
tended often  with  a  recurrence  of  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  original 
symptoms.  Thus  the  case  may  j^rogress  for  an  indefinite  period, 
until  the  foreign  IkkW  is  exj>elled,  or  until  it  pnxluces  death  hy 
functional  or  organic  disease  of  the  air-passages." 

Sometimes  the  6ymi)toms  are  very  slight,  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  foi-ei<rn  IxkIv,  when  hard  and  of  smooth  contour, 
may  remain  for  a  long  time  without  producing  injury.  1  have 
met  with  two  instances  of  such  sojourn  of  foreign  body  for  up- 
wards of  ten  years,  the  body,  in  one  instance  a  pebble,  being 
ejected  spontaneously  in  a  fit  of  coughing,  long  after  the  occur- 
rence of  the  accident  had  been  forgotten. 

The  eflfects  of  the  sojourn  of  a  foreign  body,  as  enumerated, 
and  <liscussc<l  in  detail  by  Prof.  Gross,  are :  inflannnation  of  the 
nnicous  mcinbnme  of  the  larynx,  trachea  and  bronchi ;  some- 
times inflanimjitinn  of  the  lunifs,  and  this  infiammation  mav  be 
followe*!  by  ulconition  ;  the  formation  of  abscesses;  a  deposit  of 
tuberculous  matter;  oedema  of  the  larynx;  pulmonary  emphy- 
sema ;  enlargement  and  softening  of  the  bmnchial  lymphatic 
ganglions  ;  efl^usions  of  serum  and  lym])h,  and  CK*casionally  of 
pus  in  the  pleura ;  extensive  adhesions,  and  sometimes  inflam- 
mation of  the  heai-t,  ]>ericardium,  and  liver. 

When  a  foreign  body  has  been  retained  in  the  air-passages 
for  a  lonjT  time  it  occasionallv  becomes  encvsted.  At  other 
timc^  it  is  expelled  through  the  mouth,  or  by  ulceration  through 
the  walls  of  the  chest. 

The  diagnosis  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  air-passages,  in  the 
absence  of  direcjt  history,  is  mainly  based  \i\K>ii  the  suddenness  of 
the  onset  of  the  symptoms.  Auscultation  of  the  trachea  and  lungs 
also  assist  in  the  dia^'uosis;  in  the  first  instance  when  the  bodv 
is  loose,  and  in  the  latter  instance  when  it  is  impacted  in  one  of 
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the  broiKihial  tubes.  All  the  syinptoma  of  a  forei<j;n  IkxIv  in 
the  air-i)a8sages  may  be  pHxiuced  by  impaction  of  a  foreign 
body  in  the  pharynx  or  (esophagus.  The  linger  and  the  <x*s<)j)ha- 
geal  sound  will  determine  this  ix>int  in  most  instances,  ('are 
should  be  observed  in  these  examinations,  as  they  are  not  always 
unaccompanied  with  danger. 

Spontaneous  expulsion  of  the  foreign  body  often  takes  place, 
usually  followed  by  recovery,  but  sometimes  followed  by  death. 
Expulsion  is  often  produced  under  the  action  of  emetics  and 
errhines,  l)ut  the  danger  of  producing  impaction  of  the  lK)dy 
within  the  larynx  presents  a  serious  objection  to  their  use. 

Inversion  of  the  Ixxly  and  succussion  of  the  chest  and  back  is 
liable  to  the  same  danger  of  producing  impaction.  Still,  these 
methods  have  proved  suc(iessful  in  many  instances. 

The  proper  treatment  for  a  case  of  foreign  b(Kly  in  the  air- 
passage  consists  in  nuiking  an  aitificial  opening  below  the  glot- 
tis in  order  to  afford  the  best  chance  for  the  expulsion  or  extrac- 
tion of  the  body,  and  to  avoid  the  danger  of  suffocation  by 
spasm  of  the  glottis.  An  o})eration  of  this  kind  may  become  a 
serious  matter  if  there  exist  any  considerable  pubnonary  c<.>m- 
plication.  Laryngotomy  is  pit^ferred  in  the  adult  when  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  foreign  Ixxly  is  in  the  larynx.  Sometimes,  though 
rarely,  more  or  less  complete  division  of  tlie  thyroid  (jartilage  is 
required,  as,  for  instance,  when  the  body  is  impacted  in  one  of 
the  ventricles  of  the  larynx  and  cannot  be  dishxlged  through 
the  woun<l  in  the  cricothyroid  meml)rane.  In  cases  of  foreign 
IxhIv  in  the  trachea,  and  also  in  most  cases  (X'currinjj  in  small 
children,  the  opemtion  of  tracheotomy  is  to  be  prefernMl,  as  ad- 
mitting of  a  larger  oiKJuing  and  the  freer  play  of  instruments 
passed  through  it.  The  opening  should  be  suffic^iently  large  to 
permit  the  ready  escape  of  the  foreign  body,  and  should  in  all 
cases  exceed  the  length  of  the  glottis  of  the  individual.  At  least 
one  inch  and  a  ([uarter  in  the  adult,  and  not  less  than  one  inch 
in  the  chihl,  is  the  rule  laid  down  by  Pi'of.  Gniss. 

Very  often,  as  soon  as  the  air-passage  is  open,  the  foreign 
Ixxly  is  ejected,  in  a  lit  of  coughing,  from  the  woun<l  or  tnm\ 
the  glottis,  and  under  the  latter  circumstances  it  may  lodge  in  the 
mouth  or  pass  down  the  oesophagus.     At  other  times  it  prcseutB 
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at  tlie  lips  of  the  wound,  whence  it  is  readily  extracted  with 
forceps.  If  tlie  foreign  body  does  not  move  towards  the  exte- 
rior, it  is  customary  to  turn  the  patient  ujwn  the  face  and  to 
strike  the  chest  or  back  with  the  hand.  It  has  also  been  recom- 
mended to  blow  strongly  into  the  wound  so  as  to  compress  tlie 
air  within  the  trachea,  that  it  may  gather  expulsive  iome  in 
the  coughing  wliich  follows. 

If  these  mancBuvres  do  not  succeed  in  the  expulsion  of  the 
bcKly,  instruments  must  be  passed  into  the  air-tube  for  that  pur- 
pose. Great  care  should  be  taken  in  manipulations  of  this  kind, 
as  tliey  usually  pnnoke  violent  paroxysms  of  cough,  and  in  this 
way  endanger  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  parts.  All  instru- 
ments ought  to  Ikj  warmed  before  being  passed  into  the  trachea, 
as  they  will  \ye  nnicli  less  likely  to  cause  severe  spasm  than  the 
contact  of  cold  instruments.  The  instnmient  employed  will 
varv  with  the  nature  of  the  case  and  the  resources  of  the  sur- 
geon.  A  long  bent  probe  with  a  blunt  hooked  extremity  will 
often  be  of  service.  So  also  a  pair  of  delicate  curved  forceps, 
such  as  are  used  for  torsion  of  nasal  polyps.  I  have  used  the 
curved  jHjrtion  of  the  laryngeal  forceps  with  success.  Whatever 
instrument  is  used  should  Ikj  first  employed  as  a  sound  until  the 
location  of  the  foi-eign  IxmIv  is  discovered,  when  suitable  efforts 
mav  Ik?  made  at  extraction.  AVlien  the  bodv  lies  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  one  of  the  bronchi,  care  must  be  taken  that  it  is 
not  pushed  farther  on  in  the  manipulation.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances a  stout  wii*e,  termiiuiting  in  a  small  blunt  h(K)k,  may 
be  insinuated  past  the  body  and  then  drawn  uj>on  to  dislodge 
it,  when  it  will  be  likely  to  be  coughed  out  or  coughed  within 
grasp  of  the  forceps  at  the  seat  of  the  wound.  Efforts  at  extrac- 
tion should  not  be  prolonged  for  many  minutes.  It  is  much  l>et- 
ter  practice  to  keep  the  wound  open  by  hooks,  or  by  ligatures 
passed  thix)ugh  its  edges  and  fastened  round  the  neck,  and  to 
repeat  the  effoits  at  removal  in  a  few  hours  or  upon  the  follow- 
injr  dav.  Meanwhile  the  wound  should  be  covered  bv  a  fold  of 
thin  muslin  to  uKnlify  the  temix^rature  of  the  air.  Very  often 
the  foreign  iKxly  is  expelled  through  the  wound  thus  left  open, 
during  the  absence  of  the  surgeon. 

The  wound  should  be  kept  open  until  the  foi^eigu  body  has 
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been  expelled;  and  if  this  does  not  take  place  for  a  long  time,  a 
canula  may  be  worn  to  keep  it  patulous ;  but  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances the  canula  will  be  in  the  way  and  prevent  the  ex- 
pulsion of  a  foreign  body  situated  below  it.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, should  there  arise  any  evidence  of  the  dislodgment 
of  the  borly,  the  canula  should  be  promptly  withdrawn  to  give 
it  (chance  to  escape. 

As  long  as  the  wound  is  kept  open,  the  air  of  the  apartment 
in  which  the  patient  resides  should  be  kei)t  wann  and  moist  by 
the  evaiK)ration  of  steam.  AVlien  the  foreign  body  has  been 
expelled,  or  when  fix)m  other  reasons  it  is  deemed  desirable 
to  close  the  aperture,  the  edges  of  the  cutaneous  wound  are 
brought  together  by  adhesive  strips,  and  sutures  if  necessary.  A 
simple  dry  dressing  is  usually  all  that  is  requisite.  The  wound 
usually  heals  kindly  in  a  few  days,  unless  kept  patulous  in  part 
by  convulsive  or  catarrhal  cough  and  the  escape  of  air,  under 
which  circumstance  a  permanent  tracheal  iistule  is  sometimes 
produced. 

APnoxiA. 

Aj)honia,  or  complete  loss  of  voice,  occurs  in  connection  with 
various  laiyngeal  affections  of  inflammatory  origin,  and  is  the 
result  of  a  mechanical  impediment  to  the  approximation  of  the 
vocal  cords,  such  as  cicatrization,  the  pi-esence  of  a  tumor,  or  a 
conditit>n  of  swelliiiii:  in  the  arytenoid  cartilages  or  in  other  struc- 
turcs,  prev(*nting  the  apjK^sition  of  these  parts  in  attempts  at  pho- 
nation.  Sometimes  there  is  an  impediment  due  to  vibration  of  the 
cords  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  upon  them  of  a  tumor,  or  of 
swollen  ventricular  bands.     When  the  loss  of  voice  is  incomplete, 
it  is  designated  as  dysphonia,  a  term  synonymous  with  raucitas  or 
hoarseness;    and  this  modification  of  voice  is  attendant,  in  stjme 
degree  or  c»ther,  upon  alm<jst  all  diseases  of  the  larynx.     These 
fonns  of  defective  voice  have  already  been  discussed,  in  part,  in 
counection  with  the  consideration  of  the  diseases  in  which  they 
o(^cur.     They  are  designated  as  organic  aphonia,  or  aphonia  with 
appariMit  cause.     There  are,  however,  other  forms  of  organic 
aphonia  very  liable  to  be  confounded  with  still  another  form  of 
the  affection  occurring  without  apparent  cause,  and  denominated 
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functional  aplionia ;  these  examples  of  organic  aphonia  occurring 
in  connection  with  morbid  growths,  aneurisms,  and  other  tumors 
outside  of  the  larynx,  pressing  upon  the  laryngeal  recurrent 
nerve,  and  thus  paralyzing  the  vcK*al  muscles.  Still  another  form 
of  organic  aphonia,  also  confounded  with  functional  aphonia, 
exists  in  certain  cases  of  cerebral  disease,  metallic  poisoning, 
etc.,  in  which  the  spinal  accessory  nerve  is  paralyzed,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  the  recurrent  lar^'n^eal  fibres  in  it. 

A  form  of  aphonia  occurring  independently  of  organic  dis- 
ease is  frequently  met  with,  and  is  often  denominated  functional 
aphonia,  or  nervous  aphonia.  In  these  cases  there  is  paralysis 
of  some  of  the  muscles  attached  to  the  vocal  cords,  preventing 
their  api>i'Oximation,  or  their  due  tension  when  in  apix>sition, 
and  tlius  destroying  the  physical  conditions  on  which  the  for- 
mation of  the  voice  dei>ends. 

Cases  of  this  kind  occur  very  frequently  in  connection  with 
hysteria,  and  most  frequently  in  females ;  but  they  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  subjects  of  hysteria. 

The  physical  and  immediate  cause  of  aphonia  in  the  in- 
stances referred  to  will  be  readily  comprehended  by  a  cursory 
glance  at  the  subject  of  the  fonnation  of  the  voice.  The  sole 
factors  of  voice  are  the  lower  or  true  vocal  cords ;  or  the  voatl 
corch,  as  they  have  been  denominated  in  this  volume  ;  the  false 
vocal  cords  being  called  ventricular  bandsy  in  compliance  with 
transatlantic  nomenclature.  These  vocal  cords,  one  on  either 
side,  are  membmnous  reeds  which  become  approximated  in 
vocalization,  so  that  a  very  narrow  slit  between  them  affords  the 
only  passage  for  the  expiratory  current  of  air.  This  current  of 
air  as  it  i»asse8  between  the  tense  membranes  sets  them  in 
vibration,  exactly  on  the  same  i)rinciple  that  the  current  of  air 
from  the  bellows  of  the  accordion  sets  the  reeds  of  that  instru- 
ment in  vibration. 

The  following  figures  fnjin  Czermak,*  and  borrowed  from 
Bennett,  will  roughly  illustrate  the  appearance  of  the  cords 
before  phouation,  and  during  phonation  when  they  are  brought 
together  and  rendered  tense  by  the  combined   action  of  the 


'  Der  Kchlkopfapiegel,  Leipsig,  1863. 
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TariouB  larjTigeal  mnseles.  The  vocal  cords  are  in  contact  an- 
teriorly by  the  vocal  proceseea  of  the  middle  plate  of  the  thyroid 
cartilage.  In  phonalion  they  are  brought  together  j>oBteriorly 
by  the  action  of  the  tranaverse  and  oblii^ue  fibres  of  the  aryte- 
noid muscle ;  they  arc  rendered  tense  and  stretched  vertically 
by  the  action  of  the  erico-thyroid  miiBcle ;  they  are  stretched 
transversely  and  shortened  by  the  thyro-arytenoid  mnsclcs  ;  and 
they  are  slackened  and  shortened  by  the  action  of  the  lateral 
crico-arjteiioid  muscles.  When  tliese  muscles  relax,  the  cords 
are  separated  by  the  action  of  the  posterior  crico-aryteiioid 
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miiBcles.  These  effects  can  l)e  produced  in  the  exsected  lan-nx 
by  electricity,  or  be  perceived  in  the  living  laniix  by  means  of 
the  laryng<ificope. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  here,  as  a  guide  in  the  study  of  defecta 
of  voice,  to  indicate  the  jihysical  condition  of  the  vocal  cords  in 
the  rise  in  pitch  and  in  the  formation  of  the  diest,  falsetto,  and 
heud-refjisters  of  the  human  voice. 

The  rise  in  pitch  is  due  to  a  stretching  and  shortening  of  the 
coi-ds.  This  is  done  on  either  side  by  the  action  of  the  lateral 
crico-arytenoid  iimscle,  which  draws  the  arytenoid  cartilage 
forward   and  outward,  thus   turning  the   vocal  procesaee  in- 
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ward,  and  stretching  tlie  cords  j>osterior]y.  At  tlie  same 
time  the  crico-thyroid  muscle,  drawing  the  thyroid  cartilage 
down  \\\xin  the  cricoid  with  a  forward  rotary  motion,  stretches 
the  cord  anteriorly.  While  the  cords  are  being  stretched 
in  their  lcn<!:th  in  this  manner,  the  thvroarvtenoid  muscle 
to  which  the  outer  portion  of  the  cord  is  insepai-ably  at- 
tached, and  which  may  be  called  the  vocal  muscle  jmr  ex- 
ctUence,  stretches  the  cord  laterally,  thus  rendering  it  tense 
enough  to  act  as  a  reed  and  to  be  set  into  vibratiou  by  the 
passage  of  the  current  of  air.  The  complexity  of  this  muscle 
is  such  that,  by  a  partial  action  of  one  set  of  tibres,  it  produces 
a  slight  bulging  upward  or  vaulting  of  the  vocal  cords,  and 
assists  in  their  shortening. 

When  the  action  of  the  parts  is  viewed  in  the  larjiig^yscope 
during  the  emission  of  the  chest  register,  we  see  the  arytenoid 
nuiscle  contract  and  compress  the  arytenoid  cartilages  together ; 
and,  as  the  voice  rises  in  the  scale,  the  arytenoid  muscle 
gradually  contracts  more  and  more,  shortening  the  chink  of  the 
glottis,  whidi  is  still  further  gradually  shortened  anteriorly  by 
the  increasing  contraction  of  the  anterior  libres  of  the  thyro- 
arytenoids. This  occurs  more  and  more  at  every  higher  note, 
until  a  j>oint  is  reached  at  M'hich,  if  this  action  is  continued,  the 
vocal  cords  become  congested,  showing  that  there  is  now  undue 
tension;  and  this  )Miint  nuirks  the  natural  limit  of  the  chest 
register.  During  all  this  time  t/ie  vocal  corda  vibrate  in  their 
entire  breadth^  and  this  constitutes  the  essential  feature  of  this 
chest  re;ci^ter. 

In  the  formation  of  the  falsetto  register,  the  glottis  again 
lengthens  as  before,  the  vocal  cords  seeming  longer  than  durino^ 
tlie  formation  of  the  chest  tones,  and  less  vaulted  in  fonn.  As 
the  higher  notes  arc  produced,  a  similar  action  of  shortening 
occui-s  to  that  already  described,  until  a  jx>int  is  again  reached 
where  signs  of  congestion  appear,  marking  the  ui)per  limit  of 
this  register.  During  all  these  notes  the  edges  alane  of  the 
vocal  cordx  are  in.  rihration,  constituting  the  essential  feature 
of  the  falsetto  rcirister.  ^ 

In  the  producti(^n  of  the  head  tones,  which  are  only  produced 
in  larynges  whose  arytenoid  cartilages  have  very  long  voc^al 
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processes,  these  vocal  processes  heeome  tin;litly  compressed 
top^th.iir,mtnj}feti'fi/  cfo"!/!//  the ponterior ^orttiin  of  the  ijlottis, 
m  that  ikrre.  remains  oj)en  onhj  a  slentler  tHijifleal  JinHure 
anteriorly,  which  seems  to  occupy  Imt  little  more  than  one-half 
of  the  Iciif^h  of  the  cords,  and  dnriiig  tlic  emission  of  the  voice 
the  eilges  of  tliis  fival  "iKtninfj;  vihnitc.  Th!>t  coiiij>/f(e  ehisiire 
of  nearl  If  the  entire  half  lift  he  f/lt/ft  in  jxis/eriorlr/ i^imstitntestho 
peculiarity  of  the  liead  voice. 

Witli  this  digrct-sioTi  on  an  iniperfot;tIy  iindci-stoofl  jwrtion  of 
physiolugj'  we  can  better  understnnd  the  varieties  of  nervous  or 
paralytic  aphonia  which  are  met  with  in  practice,  and  wliich 
are  U!-nnl]y  termed  functional  aiihonin. 

Pamlytic  aphonia  may  involve  txith  cords  or  only  fine.  In  the 
latter  case  the  voice  is  not  always  entirely  loctjtlK're  being  often 
a  coiidititiii  of  dygplionia  merely.  The  condition  in  the  laryn- 
goscfijie  is  very  marked.  Tlie  sound  cord  appn^vhes  the 
middle  line  in  an  attempt  at  phonation,  bnt  the  jtaralyzed  eord 
does  n()t  move  to  meet  it  In  some  instances  the  sound  cord 
crosses  the  middle  line  and  approacheii  the  paralyzed  cord 
Bufticiently  to  satisfy  the  physical  conditions  neceswaiy  to  insure 
vibmtion,  and  it  is  in  such  instances  that  we  have  a  rough, 
imiierfect  voice.     Occasionally,  the  voice  will   remain  almost 

Flit-  119.  Fig.  ISO. 


natursd  in  intensity, pitch,  and  quality,  and  give  rise  only  to  a  k)S8 
of  (lower  of  modulation.  Cases  of  this  kind  are,  according  to 
tlie  authors  cxjierience,  almost  always  connected  with  <-ereliral 
disease,  ]ihthisis,  metallic  jxiisoning,  or  the  i)ressnro  of  an 
aneiirisinal  or  other  tumiir  uiKin  the  inferior  laryngeal  ner\e. 
In  the  cases  of  phthisis,  the  parah'sis  will  be  alui'jst  always 
SO 
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observed  on  tlie  Fame  side  as  tliat  which  is  the  seat  of  the 
earliest  deposit. 

Figs,  lit)  and  120  represent  one  of  tlie  author  s  eases  of  para- 
lysis of  the  left  vocal  cord  occurring  in  phthisis,  and  pnMiucing 
aphonia.  Fig.  110  represents  the  parts  during  expiration,  and 
Fig.  120  their  appeanince  in  phonation,  in  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  right  conl  slightly  passes  the  middle  line.  An 
idceration  is  seen  upon  the  ventricular  band  of  the  same  side, 
and  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  corpuscle  of  Santorini 
of  the  same  side,  is  swollen  from  sub-nmcous  infiltration. 

Figs.  121  and  122  sketch  a  somewhat  similar  condition 
occurring  in  a  case  of  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  and 
also  attended  by  aphonia. 


Tig.  131. 


Fig.  128. 


ParaljKiH  of  left  vot.'al  conl  in  a  csm 
of  nnnurlniii  of  the  aorta.  Appt'arauco 
during  respiration. 


ramlysia  of  left  vocal  oord  in  a 
of  ancuriam  of  the  a<ntA.    Appearance 
during  attempted  phonation. 


Fig.  121  represents  the  parts  in  ordinary  respiration,  and 
Fig.  122  the  same  parts  in  attempts  at  vocalization.  Both  these 
cases  terminated  fatally:  the  first  in  the  ordinary  slow  course  of 
consumption  ;  and  the  latter  suddenly,  by  hemorrhage,  from 
rupture  of  the  aneurism  into  the  pulmonary  artery. 

Cases  of  this  kind  are  usually  incurable.  Certainly  they 
arc  not  to  be  remedied  by  local  measures  instituted  with 
reference  to  the  affection  of  the  voice;  although  in  many 
instances,  as  in  the  two  cases  selected  for  illustration,  it  is  the 
loss  of  voice  that  first  suggests  the  idea  of  the  existence  of 
disease  of  a  serious  character. 

Dysphonia  is  occasionally  produced  by  the  operation  of 
ligating  the  primitive  carotid  artery,  the  surgeon  having  in- 
cluded in  his  ligature  a  little  nervous  twig  which  leaves  the 
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superior  larj'iijjeal  nerve  jiirt  hcfore  its  division  into  tlie  two 
bnuiflifn,  one  of  wliicli  [>ii»>oh  to  the  exteniftl  fiice  of  the  wing 
of  the  thvroitl  t-nrtilage,  and  the  other  to  the  iiitenml  face.  Tliia 
twig,  which  often  increiixed  the  thickneiss  of  the  {ranji^lifdnn 
plexurt  of  tho  ]»nciiinogastrie,  rnim  along  the  middle  cireuinfcr- 
enee  of  the  iiriniitive  curotid  artery,  and  thence  nendu  a  twig 
to  the  inten-iirotid  plexna,  whiuh  finally  loweu  itself  in  the 
branches  of  that  vewel.  If,  therefore,  the  voice  is  altered  after 
an  o])enition  n|M)n  the  primitive  carotid,  the  lini^^n  can  infer 
that  he  has  im-lnded  this  twig  in  his  ligature. 

ParaU>irt  of  Imth  eonia  may  he  perii>heral  or  central;  that 
is  to  say,  it  may  pRH-eed  frtnn  diBea-se  of  the  nerve  centred,  in 
which  it  iK,  as  a  ndo,  irremediable  by  local  mea«nreB ;  or  it  may 
be  due  to  defective  innervation  at  the  [toints  (>£  ultimate  dia- 
tribntitin;  a  eoTiJition  unich  mom  frc<iuent,  and  one  which  is 
nearly  always  prumjitly  amenable  to  h>cal  treatment. 

These  f<.irms  of  piiralybis  of  Ixith  c-onis  may  vai-y  in  several 

Vif.  IS1.  FIk.  IM.  Fl>.  198. 


partiunlars.     Tiiltold '  designates  five  forms,  as  ilbistrated  in  the 
accompanying  diagrams: 

I  Die  Chionuicben  Kehlkopl-Kionkbeitcii.     Berlin,  1800. 
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Fig.  123  representB  a  iioniial  cloeiire  of  the  {jlottii*,  with  a 
want  of  innervation  in  the  nrvtenoid  iiinsicleii,  whii-Ii  leads  to  an 
iniincilintc  ecparation  |visteriorh',  so  tliat  the  jjlottis  atwmiies  the 
form  (]cpi<itcd  in  Fig.  127.  This  fonii  ie  usually  longer  of  cure 
than  tlic  otliers,  Fifj,  123  also  represents  nomial  closure  of 
glottis,  with  want  of  vibration  of  one  or  both  cords. 

Fig.  124  representa  the  iiK««<t  common  fonn,  in  which  the  vocal 
cords  remain  sejMirated  without  any  appearance  <>f  coming 
t<^etlier„  Tlie  imralyuiB  is  in  the  |x»terior  antenoid  muscle 
and  the  thyro-arytenoids. 

Another  form  of  the  paralysis  is  depicted  in  Fig.  125.  Here 
the  arytenoid  mnscles  bring  tlie  arytenoids  int<i  contact,  bnt  tlie 
whole  miterii)r  [xirtion  of  the  glottis  remains  open,  and  aphonia 
resnlts.  Tlic  jwralysis  affects  the  thyro-arytenoid  muscles,  and 
ui  some  instances  the  crico-thyroids  also. 


KlUplSna  opMiln*  ut  rnllm  nl.«U«.  Wmt  of  .ppmilnutloii  ol  the  ■rrtcndd 

(Tubold.)  WTtttagw.    (TobolU.) 

Still  another  form  of  paralysis  of  both  cords  is  depicted  in 
Fig.  120.  Here  the  entire  glottis  has  the  form  of  an  ellipse. 
The  posterior  arytenoid  ninsclc  brings  these  arytenoids  in  con- 
tact jiosteriorly,  but  they  cannot  rotate  so  ttiat  their  viK;al  pro- 
cesses come  in  contact.  There  is  here  ]iaralysis  of  the  lateral 
crico-arytenciid  muscles  aTid  of  tlie  thyro-arjtenoids. 

Finally,  Fig.  127  represents  a  quite  common  form  of  paralysis, 
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affecting  the  arytenoid  muscle  only,  and  perhaps  its  transverse 
fibres  chiefly.  This  form  oft^n  permite  of  a  certain  amount  of 
phonatiun. 

There  is  still  another  form  not  infrequently  met  with,  and 
that  is  where  there  is  a  normal  closure  of  the  glottis  comprised 
within  the  vocal  cords,  but  opening  behind  the  point  of  contact 
of  the  vo(^al  processes  of  the  arytenoid  cartilages.  This  is  due 
to  paralysis  of  the  arytenoid  muscle  only.  In  this  variety,  too, 
the  voice  is  usually  dysphonic  only ;  but  si^metimes  it  is  com- 
pletely aphonic. 

In  addition  to  all  this,  there  is  another  form  of  bilateral  para- 
lysis, very  serious  in  regard  to  life,  which  consists  in  paralysis 
of  the  i><)sterior  crico-arytenoid  nmscles,  preventing  proper 
opening  of  the  glottis,  and  thus  threatening  suffocation.  It  is 
readily  recognized  in  the  laryngoscope,  and  the  subjective  symp- 
touLS  are  similar  to  those  of  larvn<^isnuis  stridulus.  There  is  no 
aphonia,  because  there  is  no  difficulty  in  bringing  the  cords 
together;  the  difficulty  lies  with  drawing  them  apart  Trache- 
otomy is  called  for  in  this  affection,  which  is  mentioned  in  this 
connection  on  account  of  its  being  due  to  paralysis,  a  condition 
which,  as  a  rule,  affects  the  laryngeal  muscles  of  contraction 
of  the  glottis,  and  not  those  of  dilatation. 

The  cause  of  j^aralytic  aphonia  is  sometimes  involved  in  ob- 
scuritv.  A  certain  number  of  cases  occur  as  one  of  the  mani- 
festations  of  hvsteria.  ()thei*s  occur  as  reflex  actions  from  the 
irritation  of  laryngeal,  tracheal,  or  bronchial  catarrh  ;  the  catan'h 
of  scarlatina,  measles,  and  small-pox  ;  rheumatism  ;  syphilis ; 
scorbutis;  scrofulous  inflamnuitions  elsewhere;  dyspe2)sia, f rom 
the  abuse  of  warm  drinks,  and  rich,  greasy  food  ;  worms  in  the 
alimentary  canal ;  disj)lacements  and  other  disturbances  of  the 
uterus.  Not  infre(piently  the  paralysis  results  from  overwork, 
or  too  constant  use  of  the  v(.)ice  bv  ])rofessionals.  !Manv  of  our 
famous  oj)era  singers  have  lost  their  voices  at  some  time  or  other 
from  this  cause,  the  innnense  prices  jiaid  for  their  services  stimu- 
lating them  to  sing  night  after  night  upon  an  illy-warmed  stage 
during  a  long  season.  Madame  Talma  was  known  to  have  been 
com])elled  to  (piit  the  scenes  on  this  account ;  though  it  is  rare 
that  the  aphonia  occurs  during  the  excitement  of  public  sing- 
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iiig.  Mental  emotion  sometimes  produces  aphonia,  independ- 
ently of  any  hysterical  condition  or  undue  nervousness.  One  of 
the  cases  which  came  under  my  care  occurix?d  in  a  married  lady, 
intelligent,  and  apparently  sound  in  mind  and  body,  who  lost  her 
voice  several  vears  before  under  the  followin«r  circumstances. 
She  was  residing  in  the  country,  and  received  an  urgent  message 
to  visit  her  parents'  liome,  as  her  father,  to  whom  she  was  much 
attached,  lay  very  ill.  On  her  arrival  she  was  met  by  the  phy- 
sician, who  explained  to  her  that  her  father  was  dying.  On 
entering  her  father's  nn^m,  and  realizing  his  condition,  she  was 
unable  to  speak  to  him,  though  her  voice  liad  been  as  good  as 
ever  the  moment  l)efon\  and  had  survived  the  shock  of  the 
mournful  intelligence.  This  condition  had  i>ersisted  for  three 
or  four  yeai-s  in  spite  of  treatment. 

The  treatment  of  aphonia,  or  dysphonia,  due  to  paralysis 
of  the  vocal  cords,  depends  u|X)n  the  nature  of  the  lesion, 
and  the  constitutional  condition  of  the  patient.  Paralysis  of 
both  conls,  when  not  dependent  upon  lesion  of  the  nerve  cen- 
tres, or  uj)on  pressure  upon  the  nerve  in  some  part  of  its  course, 
is  almost  always  susceptible  of  prompt  cure,  even  when  the 
aphonia  has  existed  for  many  years.  This  is  particularly  the 
case  in  hysterical  aj>honia,  but  it  is  true  also  of  aphonia  not  asso- 
ciated with  hysteria.  In  numy  instances  of  hysterical  aphonia 
the  voice  is  lost  suddenlv,  and  as  suddenlv  re<j:aine<l,  it  mav  he 
in  a  few  houi-s,  in  a  few  days  or  weeks,  or  after  seveml  months 
or  even  vears. 

The  cases  of  this  kind  which  have  occuired  in  the  author's 
experience  can  be  counted  in  hundreds,  in  many  of  which  he  has 
found  that  the  voice  nuiy  ])e  readilv  restored  bv  anv  stimulus 
directly  applied  to  the  glottis  ;  most  frecpiently  by  the  produc- 
tion of  spiusmodic  action  of  the  vocal  cords,  but  in  some  instances 
by  the  emotion  produced  in  the  mind  of  the  individual.  The 
methods  employed  for  this  pur]K>se  have  been  various,  often  in- 
different, and  sometimes  selected  at  random  for  the  purjK)se  of 
testing  the  point.  They  have  been  such  as  inhalation  of  the  va- 
pors of  chlorine,  of  iodine,  of  annnonia  ;  the  direct  applic4ition 
to  the  glottis  of  cold  water,  tincture  of  iodine,  nitrate  of  silver, 
etc.,  by  means  of  the  sponge  probang;  the  injection  of  sprays  of 
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i(?e-Avater.  sulplinrio  ether,  sulphate  of  ziiK*,  etc.,  by  means  of  the 
laryngeal  syringe.  In  quite  a  large  number  of  instances,  in  one 
of  which  complete  aphonia  had  existed  continuously  for  more 
than  four  yeai-s,  I  have  succeeded  in  restoring  the  voice  by  the 
simple  introduction  of  the  laryngeal  miiTor,  the  patient  l)eiug 
puq^osely  impressed  with  the  idea  that  this  manipulation  c<m- 
stituted  the  oi)erative  procedure.  In  fact  this  is  the  method  I 
adopt  in  cases  of  habitual  loss  of  voice,  and  often  find  it  instan- 
taneously effective.  Where  simple  introfhu^tion  of  the  mirror 
does  not  suflice,  recourse  is  had  to  some  of  the  methods  above 
narrated ;  and  if  these  are  not  promj)tly  successful,  resort  is 
made  to  the  passjige  of  an  electrict  current  through  the  parts,  the 
negative  pole  being  brought  in  conta<.-t  with  the  vocal  cords,  or 
with  the  muscles  at  fault,  and  the  positive  ix)le  being  placed  at 
an  indifferent  place  u}x>n  the  cutaneous  surface,  that  is  to  say  in 
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the  hand  of  the  patient,  or  upon  the  neck  just  over  the  seat  of 
the  crico-thvmid  membrane.  This  method  of  local  electriza- 
tion  is  exceedingly  effective,  and  rarely  fails  even  in  obstinate 
<riises.  It  was  introduced  into  the  treatment  of  aphonia  by  Dr. 
.ALackenzie,  who  has  devised  sj)ecial  elec-tHnles  for  the  puri>ose, 
the  most  useful  of  which  ai-e  illustrated  in  Fig.  I'Js. 

The  up}>er  figure  represents  an  isolated  electronic  to  be  j)la<'ed 
within  the  larynx,  a  bit  of  spongeor  leather  being  fastened  ujk mi 
the  expose<l  bulb  to  prevent  the  stinging  or  burning  sensation 
that  accompanies  the  uncovered  instniment.  The  conducting 
wire  fi-om  the  battery  is  attached  to  a  metallic  ring,  which  en- 
circles a  glass  handle  ;  this  metallic  ring  is  brought  in  contact 
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with  the  larviip^eal  jiortion  of  the  instnuneiit  by  prets^iiior  a  me- 
tallic sjiring  interrupter  uj^oii  it.  In  this  manner  the  passage  of 
the  ciinx^nt  is  controlled,  luul  Avhen  the  spring  is  not  pi^essed  the 
instrument  is  a  simple  {>rol)e  or  sound.  The  lower  figmx?  repre- 
sents a  sponge  electrode,  which  is  to  be  placed  on  the  outside  of 
the  ne(*k  and  hehl  bv  the  patient  or  an  lussistant.  Dr.  Mackenzie 
pivfei*s  for  this  j>ur{)ose  a  sponge  electnxie  moi*e  recently  devise*! 
bv  him,  attached  to  a  collar  which  is  secured  ixmnd  the  neck  of 
the  patient,  who  in  this  way  is  attached  to  the  battery  l>v  the  con- 
ductin»r  wire.  T\w  larvn*i:eal  ele«*tnxle  has  been  modified  bv  Drs. 
Mackenzie,  Tol»i>ld,  and  otluM*s,  so  as  to  bninch  into  two  divisions, 
one  of  which  <-an  1m*  placed  <»n  each  vocal  cord  ;  or  one  i»utside 
of  the  larvn;real  wall  and  the  other  within.  In  similar  manner 
the  electrode  has  been  made  of  two  isolated  ro«ls.  one  of  which  is 
}>laced  in  connection  with  each  j>ole  of  the  battery. 

In  order  to  avoid  exciting  the  nmscles  of  the  j>harynx  into  con- 
traction M'hen  employing  Mackenzie's  laryngeal  electrode  upon 
the  pharyngeal  surface  of  the  larynx,  as,  for  example,  when 
placing  it  over  the  arytenoiil  muscle,  it  is  well  to  unscrew  the 
metallic  bulb,  and  rei)lace  it  by  a  thin  curved  plate,  the  convex 
iMH-tion  of  which  is  insulated  bv  a  laver  of  hard  rubber.  Tlie 
plate  being  perforated,  a  thin  strip  of  sponge  i.-*  sewed  on  with 
silk. 

Anv  i'alvanic  battcrv,  induction  coil,  or  ma;^neto-electric  ma- 
chine,  ma  v.  as  a  rule,  be  ust*d  as  the  source  of  electricity,  this 
beinix  usuallv,  in  the.-e  caM'>,  a  matter  of  indifference;  a  fact 
which  ;^«»es  a  ir(M)d  wav  to  i>rovc  that  it  is  not  the  electrical  cur- 
rent  in  itself  which  produces  the  result,  but  the  stinndus  cou- 
veve<l  to  the  ]>art  bv  the  elet^tric  shocks.  In  this  wav,  tot),  we 
can  explain  tlic  >U(*cc-^  of  intra-laryngeal  applications  (if  elec- 
tricity in  <a>c-  where  external  Jijiplications  fail.  In  cjises  wheit? 
the  electric  treatment  is  prouiinently  indicated,  we  sometimes 
find  that  the  few  seconds  at  a  time  durin«r  which  the  current 
can  be  borne  within  the  larvnx,  i>  insufKcient  for  securinir  the 
]>assage  of  a  sufHcient  aniount  of  electricity  thr<Migh  the  para- 
lyzed parts  ;  and  under  these  circumstances  we  are  often  able 
tohUccee<l  with i)rotraeted electrization  practised  extenially, even 
after  the  unsuccessful  resort  t(»  the  intra-larvnijreal  method.     In 
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tlic  external  method  we  may  j)la(:e  one  pole  in  front  of  the  crico- 
thyroid lit^ament,  and  the  other  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  ;  or  we 
may  pass  the  cnrrent  through  the  thyroid  cartihige  from  side  to 
side  ;  or  we  may  2)lace  one  i)ole  over  tlie  crico-thyroid  memhmne 
or  at  the  side  of  tlie  nei-k,  and  the  other  in  the  hand.  We  use 
the  negative  electrode  at  the  point  nearest  the  laryngeal  muscles, 
endeavoring  to  cover  them  where  |)ossihle  ;  and  where  this  is 
not  su(^ces?if  ul  we  place  a  pointed  electrode,  similar  to  the  upper 
one  in  Fig.  128,  along  the  side  of  the  trachea  a>  near  as  possihle 
to  the  com-se  travei'sed  hv  the  inferior  larvn;^eal  nerve;  or  we 
may  take  thi^  electrode  and  pass  it  down  the  (csopluigus,  by  the 
side  of  the  larynx,  in  order  the  better  to  act  on  this  same  nerve. 

The  treatment  of  aphonia  by  local  electrization  is  to  be  con- 
tinued everv  dav  or  everv  other  dav  until  the  voice  has  returned. 
This  result  will  not  infre(juently  happen  at  the  very  fii^st  appli- 
cation. AVhen  the  voice  has  returned  it  will  be  prudent  to  con- 
tinue the  treatment,  at  gradually  lengthened  intei-vals,  for  two, 
three,  or  four  weeks,  or  until  the  voice  has  gained  its  original 
strength.  Four  or  live  applications  of  a  few  seconds'  duration 
each  are  made  at  each  interview.  IJut,  even  without  any  fur- 
ther  treatment,  the  voice  often  rcmains  good  after  it  has  once 
been  restored  in  this  wav. 

In  certain  cases  relai)ses  take  place,  and  they  are  to  be  treated 
in  the  same  wav  as  at  fii-st.  Meanwhile,  attention  should  be 
paid  to  the  general  health ;  and  su(*h  constitutional  treatment 
be  adopted  as  may  be  i*e<piisite.  A  salt  of  strychnine  is  particu- 
larly indicated,  and  forms  an  admirable  addition  to  the  general 
tonic  ti*eatment.  In  some  cases,  and  perhaps  in  a  great  many  i»f 
them,  if  it  were  more  resorted  to,  it  is  adequate  to  a  cure  with- 
out the  institution  of  any  local  measures.  Injected  hyjxxler- 
mically,  in  doses  connnencing  at  ^^  of  a  grain,  ami  increased, 
the  sulphate  or  the  nitrate  of  strychnia  will  (»ftcn  act  m(»st  hap- 
pily after  a  few  injections,  repeated  at  intervals  of  three  or  four 
days.  It  cannot  always  be  relied  upon.  I  have  employed  it  in 
this  manner  in  much  larger  doses  ;  and  internally  in  doses  gradu- 
ally augmented  to  \  gi'ain,  three  times  a  day,  pr<jducing  the 
characteristic  constitutional  effects  of  the  drug,  but  without  any 
effect  upon  the  voice.     In  one  case  of  a  young  lady  seventeen 
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years  <»f  ai^e,  of  sri'Mfiiknij?  diathesis,  otlierwise  liealthv,  I  irave 
this  (IniiT.  tirst  liviKKlennicallv,  then  interimllv  in  the  dc^ses  men- 
tioned,  withuut  any  benelicial  rc*sults,  liavintj  previously  failed 
with  faithfnl  resort  to  electricity,  applied  locally  and  externally. 
Finally,  when  the  i>atient  had  heen  under  care  for  alxnit  a  vear, 
the  v«)ice  returned  «rraduallv  under  the  direct  influence  of  airal- 
vanic  current  from  forty  small  Smee  eells,  applied  externally, 
with  interruptions  oi  ab(»ut  three  hundred  in  the  minute. 

Should  the  aph<»nia  arise  from  any  of  the  causes  narrated 
on  p.  4t»J»,  the  ai»prnpriate  constitutional  treatment  for  that 
condition  should  be  instituted,  in  addition  to  whatever  local 
measures  may  he  employed  f<»r  the  restoration  of  the  voice. 

Dr.  Henry  K.  Oliver,'  of  Koston,  has  called  attention  to  a 
method  (►f  treating  ajjlioniu  from  paralysis  of  intrinsic  muscles 
of  the  larynx  by  external  manipulation  of  the  organ,  with  re- 
storation of  voice  at  a  sin«j^le  sitting. 

1  am  inclined  to  think  that  these  cases  belong  to  that  class  so 
often  curctl  bv  the  mere  introduction  of  the  miri*or,  or  the  re- 
course  toother  indifferent  methods.  Tlie  manipulation  consists 
essentially  in  compressing  the  wings  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  in 
their  posterior  and  upper  part,  between  the  thumb  and  fore- 
tinger.  It  would  retpiire  considerable  pressure  of  the  wings  of 
the  cartilage  to  traverse  the  si)ace  of  the  pyramidal  sinuses  so 
as  to  approximate  a  pair  of  arytenoid  cartilages — such  an 
amount  <»f  force  as  might  prcnluce  fracture  in  an  unfortunate 
subject;  while  the  mixlenite  degree  of  ai)proximation  pixxluc^d 
seems  insuflicicnt  in  itself  to  account  for  the  result,  without  in- 
voking the  intluence  (►f  emotion,  or  muscular  resistance  on  the 
part  <»f  the  laryngeal  organ.  However,  in  absence  of  any  per- 
K)nal  exj>erience,  it  is  unbeconn'ng  to  ))ass  judgment.  In  two 
or  three  instances  in  which  electricity  restr)red  the  voice,  and  in 
one  in  which  it  was  restored  bv  the  mere  introduction  of  the 
mirror,  this  method  was  tried  by  the  author  in  the  first  place,  a 
mrKlerate  degree  of  force  only  being  employed;  but  without  anv 
success;  and  lu?  has  not  cared  to  pui'sue  the  subject  any  farther. 
Accidental  clu>king  has  wnnetimes  cured  aphonia. 

'  Am.  Jour.  Mid.  >Sf/.,  April,  1H7(),  p.  300. 
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LARYNGISMUS    STRIDULUS. 

This  is  the  name  given  to  a  peculiar  affection,  the  main  symp- 
tom of  which  is  a  spjismcKlic  contraction  of  the  glottis,  prevent- 
ing the  free  inspiration  of  air ;  the  attempt  at  inspiration  being 
usually  accompanied  by  a  peculiar  vocal  crowing  sound,  to  which 
the  name  stridulation  has  been  applied,  from  its  supposed  re- 
semblance to  the  stridulation  of  insects.  The  seriousness  of 
the  affection  consists  in  tlie  danger  of  suffocation  during  the 
continuance  of  the  spasm.  1  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
term  sxtjfocative  laryiigiamns  would  denote  the  peculiar  charac- 
ter of  tlie  affection  better  than  any  other  which  has  been  pro- 
posed. 

It  is  purely  a  nervous  affection,  unaccompanied  by  any  in- 
flammation of  the  larvnx,  and  should  not  have  received  tlie 
name  of  sj)asmodic  croup.  It  is  occasionally  encountered  in 
adults,  but  is  particularly  a  disease  of  childliood,  occurring  usu- 
ally during  the  period  of  the  first  dentition. 

The  pathology  of  this  affection  was  long  misunderetood,  imtil 
it  was  shown  bv  Dr.  Marshall  Hall  to  be  usuallv  due  to  the 
reflex  action  excited  in  the  motor  system  of  nerves  by  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  trifacial  in  dentition,  the  pneumogastric  in  nutrition, 
or  the  spinal  nerves  in  disorders  of  the  intestines.  It  occurs 
frequently  in  children  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  especially  those 
who  are  the  subjects  of  rickets;  and  caries  of  the  cervical  verte- 
brai  has  in  some  instances  been  discovered  after  death.  The  pres- 
sure of  an  enlarged  thymus  gland,  of  an  abscess,  or  of  an  en- 
larged bronchial  gland  \\\)0\\  some  part  of  the  course  of  the  pneu- 
mogastric or  of  the  spinal  accessory  nerve  is  also,  at  times,  the 
cause  of  this  affection. 

The  affection  shows  itself  suddenly,  usually  during  sleep;  the 
child  waking  in  fright  with  excessive  dyspncea,  accom])anied 
by  the  peculiar  phonal  inspiration  produced  by  the  passage  of 
the  inspiratory  current  through  a  spasmodically  contracted  glot- 
tis, the  lips  of  which  are  set  in  vibration  as  the  air  is  forced 
past  them.  All  the  symptoms  of  impending  suffocation  are 
present  during  the  paroxysm,  and  death  may  take  i)lace  in  con- 
sequence ;  but  usually,  just  as  asphyxia  seems  imminent,  the 
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spasm  relaxes,  the  air  rushes  into  the  windpipe  with  the  charac- 
teristic stridor,  and  the  paroxysm  is  over  for  the  time,  the  entire 
phenomena  occupying  but  a  few  moments.  Sometimes  but  a 
single  paroxysm  occurs;  but  more  usually  othere  follow  at  inter- 
vals of  a  few  days  or  a  few  hours,  and  often  with  increasing 
fi'equency.  Sometimes  the  firet  paroxysm  is  the  most  serious 
one  of  the  series,  but  not  infrequently  it  is  less  serious  than  those 
that  follow.  Sometimes  the  paroxysms  are  accompanied  with 
spasmcKlic  contractions  of  the  extremities,  and  occasionally  they 
are  followed  by  general  convulsions.  Sometimes  sudden  fright, 
or  sudden  excitement  in  play,  such  as  is  produced  l)y  tossing 
the  child  into  the  air,  excites  the  first  paroxysm  of  the  affection. 

The  treatment  during  the  paroxysm  is  directed  towards  re- 
laxing spjusm  and  thus  warding  off  asphyxia ;  being  such  as  the 
dashing  of  cold  water  u{H>n  the  chiUrs  face,  and  other  exposed 
j)artsof  its  body;  exposing  the  surface  to  a  curi*ent  of  cool  air; 
slai)ping  the  breast,  back,  etc. ;  the  patient  being  placed  in  a 
warm  hip-bath,  if  the  conveniences  for  so  doing  are  at  hand. 
This  is  usually  all  that  can  be  done  at  the  fii'st  paroxysm.  For 
use  in  sul)se<pu»nt  paroxysms,  warm  water  should  be  at  hand 
for  puqw^ses  of  the  bath,  or  for  the  administration  of  an  enema; 
or  an  anaesthetic,  for  use  by  inhalation. 

After  the  paroxysm  has  subsided,  efforts  must  be  made  to 
overcome  the  source  of  irritation,  which  may  reside  in  the 
teeth,  in  the  stomach,  in  the  intestines,  or  in  the  brain.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  antispasmodic  remedies  should  be  employed  ex- 
ternallv  and  internally ;  with  the  cautious  i-esoit  to  narcotics,  if 
not  contra-indicated. 

If  the  child  is  not  strong,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  the  use  of 
veiretable  or  mineral  tonics  is  indicated. 

The  gums  should  be  attended  to,  the  bowels  kept  relaxed, 
and  great  care  be  paid  to  diet,  proper  clothing,  and  equable 
temj)erature. 

The  absence  of  fever,  cough,  and  alteration  of  the  voice, 
or  aj)honia,  in  the  latter  stages,  distinguishes  this  affection  from 
croup,  with  which  it  is  sometimes  confounded. 

Laryngismus  stridulus  likewise  occurs  in  the  adult,  some- 
times in  connection  with  a  paralytic  condition  of  tlie  posterior 
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crico-aryteiioid  muscles,  as  mentioned  elsewliere,  paj?e  409. 
Under  tliese  circnmstances  the  riti;id  approximation  of  tlie  \'ocal 
coixls  can  he  ohserved  in  the  laryngoscopic  imanje.  Tlie  cause 
in  the  adult  mav  l)e  reflex  action  from  disease  of  the  alimen- 
tary  canal  or  otlier  portions  of  the  hody  ;  or  it  may  be  of  cere- 
bral origin,  or  be  due  to  pressure  upon  the  nervous  trunks  ;  or 
it  mav  be  one  of  the  manifestations  of  hvsteria.  The  c<.)ndition 
is  sometimes  attendant  upon  phthisis,  as  has  occuri'cd  in  two  in- 
stances under  the  autlior's  care.  AMiere  the  i)amlytic  condition 
referred  to  exists,  any  slight  exertion,  or  even  mental  emotion, 
will  give  rise  to  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  glottis.  liest,  then, 
physical  and  mental,  is  an  important  element  in  the  treatment 
of  the  affection.  Sj-stemic  remedies  suited  to  the  peculiar  con- 
dition of  the  organs  of  digestion  and  secretion  are  rcipiired, 
together  with  tlie  use  of  antispasmodics,  and  of  relaxing  inha- 
lations. Topical  treatment  of  the  larj-nx  is  inapplicable,  in 
consecpience  of  the  danger  of  exciting  spasm  of  the  glottis.  If 
the  affection  is  pemstent,  and  esjKicially  if  laryngoscopic  in- 
spection reveals  the  panilytic  conditions  of  the  muscles  which 
widen  the  glottis,  tracheotomy  is  indicated  as  a  means  of  avoid- 
ing the  liability  to  suffocation ;  and  it  be(Jomes  imperatively 
demanded  if  there  are  any  evidences  of  inflammatory  action, 
inasmuch  as  a  moderate  swelling,  which  would  be  of  no  mo- 
ment under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  here  render  respi- 
ration inn)ossible. 

If  the  condition  should  continue  after  the  performance  of 
tracheotomy,  the  local  application  of  the  electric  current  to  the 
affected  muscles  would  hold  out  reasonable  prospects  of  cure. 
Should  this  fail,  the  opening  in  the  tmcliea  would  have  to  be  kept 
patulous  until  the  condition  subsided  spontaneously,  or  tlirough 
the  influence  of  a  general  tonic  treatment. 

A  condition  somewhat  similar  to  that  just  narrated  may  arise 
from  si)af4m  of  the  tnichea,  and  would  be  distinguished  from 
spasm  of  the  larynx  by  the  use  of  the  laryngoscojHi  as  a  means 
of  diagnosis.  This  is  inferred  from  the  following  note  (pioted 
from  I\)i*ter.* 


^  ObHcrvatioiiH  on  the  Surgical  Pathology  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea,  by 
William  Heniy  Porter,  A.H.     London,  1837,  p.  18,  note. 
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"  In  c)pix>!iiti(>n  to  the  idea  of  spasm  only  occurring  in  Bitna- 
tions  that  admit  of  beinij  acted  on  bv  muscular  contraction, 
there  is  a  case  rehited  in  the  11th  vol.  of  the  Edin,  2£t:d.  and 
Surg.  Journal^  the  dissection  of  which  showed  a  eonti'action  of 
the  trachea  to  more  than  two-tliirds  of  its  diameter,  and  one 
inch  and  a  half  in  length,  situated  midway  between  the  larynx 
and  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea.  The  contraction  relaxed 
gradually  after  the  tul>e  was  slit,  8<j  that,  the  day  following,  the 
part  did  not  appear  contracted,  or  in  a  state  of  disease  of  any 
kind." 

SPASMODIC   COUGH. 

A  very  curious  nervous  affection  of  the  lar\'nx  now  and  then  en- 
countered  is  that  of  a  peculiar  spasnunlic  cough,  occurring  with- 
out the  existence^ of  any  appreciable  lesion.     It  is  most  frequent- 
ly met  with  in  females,  and  is  usually  attributable  to  hysteria. 
I  have  met  (;ases  of  this  kind  in  married  as  well  as  in  unmarried 
women,  and  in  males  as  well  as  in  females.     The  cough  usually 
has  some  chamcteristic  tone  about  it,  such  as  that  of  the  cry  of 
one  of  the  lower  animals;  the  yelping  as  of  a  little  cur  being 
the  sound  most  frequently  met  with.     Pan^xysms  of  cough  will 
come  on  more  or  less  fix»quently  at  irregular  intervals  of  about 
five  or  ten  mi  mites,  half  an  hour  or  longer,  and  continue  for 
two,  three,  five,  or  more  minutes  at  a  time,  the  characteristic 
sound  of  the  cough  being  repeated  fifty  or  sixty  times  a  minute. 
In  one  i-emarkable  case  of  this  kind  under  the  author's  care,  a 
few  yeai*s  ago,  the  s<.)und  of  the  cough  might  be  ii»j)resented  by 
the  syllables  '*  ha,  hich,"  the  latter  syllable  haviuir  the  Greek 
or  Teutonic*,  sound,  and  being  given  at  a  pitch  a  fourth  higher 
than  that  of  the  fii*st  one.     Tlie  subject  of  this  affection  was  the 
daughter  of  a  clergyman.     In  another  subject,  also  the  daughter 
of  a  clergyman,  the  sound  was  so  much  like  that  of  a  little  p(K)dle, 
that  patients  in  the  recei)t ion-room  during  the  time  of  her  visit 
would  ask  each  other,  '*  Why,  that  lady  hadn't  sense  enough  to 
leave  her  dog  in  her  carriage."     This  character  of  cough  I  have 
met  with  in  otluT  cases  also.     Some  twenty  years  ago,  a  lady's 
boarding-school  in  Philadelphia  was  broken  uj)  in  consequence 
of  an  hysterical  spasmodic  cough  of  this  kind  breaking  out 
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among  the  scliolars,  a  number  of  whom  became  affected  with 
it  one  after  the  other.  Tlie  people  in  the  neighborhood,  hearing 
of  it,  were  wont  to  collect  in  front  of  the  school-house  to  hear  the 
girls  bark  ;  and  this  only  made  mattere  worse,  so  that  finally 
the  8ch(X)l  had  to  be  temporarily  dismissed,  and  the  girls  sent 
home  to  their  various  residences. . 

I  have  had  under  my  care  three  cases  of  spasmodic  cough 
occurring  in  three  brothers  over  forty  years  of  age,  a  fourth  and 
older  brother  being  similarly  affected;  the  cough  having  contin- 
ued in  each  case  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  or  more  years.  The 
father  of  these  four  brothers  was  subject  to  similar  cough  from 
his  boyhood  until  he  had  become  over  seventy  years  of  age,  since 
which  time,  a  period  of  more  than  ten  years,  he  has  not  had  this 
cough.  The  sisters  of  these  gentlemen  have  never  been  affected 
w^ith  the  cough.  The  father  and  three  of  the  sons  are  regular 
physicians  in  good  standing.  The  three  cases  referred  to  I  ex- 
amined laryngoscopically.  The  larynx  was  very  much  congested 
in  each  case,  but  I  could  see  no  cause  for  the  trouble,  unless  it 
existed  in  the  possession  of  a  very  large  epiglottis.  The  gentle- 
man having  the  largest  epiglottis  informed  me  that  he  was  subject 
to  suffocative  spasms  at  the  dinner-table,  in  one  or  two  of  which 
he  has  become  unconscious,  but  has  been  brought  to  by  his  wife, 
who  places  her  fingers  back  in  his  throat.  Two  of  the  brothers 
have  had  several  similar  spells  also,  though  they  recovered  with- 
out the  interference  of  a  second  person.  I  feel  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  the  epiglottis  of  these  gentlemen  sometimes  becomes 
impacted  into  the  larynx  in  deglutition,  thus  pnxlucing  the 
spasm  of  suffocation  ;  a  condition  which  I  have  known  to  occur 
repeatedly  in  a  young  child  who  was  subject  to  suflFocative  par- 
oxysms, in  whom  I  detected  a  large  epiglottis  as  the  cause  of  the 
paroxysms,  and  whose  mother  I  taught  the  method  of  relief  by 
running  her  finger  down  beneath  the  epiglottis  and  pulling  it 
np.  This  little  fellow  was  also  subject  to  spasmodic  cough.  A 
similar  cause  excites  spasmodic  cough  every  night  in  a  little 
child  under  treatment  at  the  moment  of  writing. 

In  another  case  of  a  lady  of  Philadelphia  who  had  been  married 
for  twenty-eight  years,  and  who  had  been  a  subject  of  spasmo- 
dic cough  for  more  than  twenty  years,  I  found  an  epiglottis  quite 
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deeply  iiulented  in  tlie  centre  of  its  free  edge,  its  lateral  jwrtions 
projet^ting  so  mucli  beyond  the  depressed  iw^rtion  as  to  give 
it  somewhat  the  apj)eai'ance  of  a  fissure.  The  laryngeal  face  of 
the  epiglottis  was  i*ed  and  very  velvety  in  apjx?anince. 

The  ti-eatnient  of  cases  of  this  kind  is  very  perplexing.  Anti- 
8pasni(Kli(;  remedies  avail  at  6\\c  time  and  ai*e  useless  at  others. 
The  general  liealth,  when  impaired,  and  this  is  freijuently  tlie 
case,  must  be  attended  to ;  and  in  females,  any  irregularity  of 
menstruation,  or  other  uterine  difficulty,  is  to  l>e  corrected. 
Locallv,  1  have  foun<l  anodvue  inhalations  to  moderate  the  in- 
tensity  and  ^^^(piency  of  the  cough.  Tliis  may  also  be  acconi- 
plishetl  at  times  by  the  internal  use  of  belladonna,  bromide  of 
potassium,  ai-seiiite  of  |>otjissa,or  other  remedies  addivssed  to  the 
nervous  svstem.  Sometimes,  the  use  of  strv(!hnia,  inteniallv,  con- 
tn>ls  the  cough.  In  one  of  the  cjises  of  the  bn)thei-s  just  men- 
tioned, T  found  go<Ml  results  follow  the  local  api)lication  of  tinc- 
ture of  aconite  root  to  the  epiglottis,  followed  innnediately  by  a 
saturated  solution  (>f  tannin  in  glycerine.  This  relieved  the  cx)ngh 
fnnii  the  iii'st,  and  for  some  considemble  time  the  gentleman  has 
had  a  great  deal  of  reduction  in  the  f  ivcpiency  and  intensity  of  the 
paroxysm ;  and  at  a  very  re(;ent  interview  he  stated  that  his  cough 
had  lost  its  peculiar  shrill,  unpleasant  sound,  and  seems  more 
like  the  chronic  cough  fre<iuently  met  with  in  elderly  people. 

In  one  or  two  instances  I  found  gCKxi  resulti^  fi-om  the  loc*al 
employment  of  electricity  ;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny  tliat 
the  emotional  influence  of  the  manipulations  was  not  without  a 
calming  (»ffec^t.  In  these  applications  I  employed  the  jM.>sitive 
jH»le  of  an  apparatus  of  induction  within  the  larynx,  and  the 
negative  iM)le  by  large  electrcKles  to  the  naked  feet.  After  em- 
ploying it  in  this  mam)er  for  a  few  moments,  the  positive  j.K)le 
was  shifted  to  the  exterior  of  the  larynx,  the  operators  hand 
beiug  employed  as  electixxle.  During  the  a])plication8  of  the 
current  the  coui^h  ceased,  and  would  often  renuiin  controlled 
for  houi-s  at  a  time,  occurring  less  and  less  fix^piently,  and  in 
shorter  jmroxysms,  with  j>erhaps  but  one  or  two  chai-acteristic 
barks  at  a  time  instead  of  fifty  to  sixty  in  rapid  succession,  and 
so  on,  gradually  diminishing  in  frequency  and  intensity,  mitil 
the  attacks  ceased  altogether. 


SPASMODIC    COUGH.  4Sl 

At  other  times,  I  have  resorted  effectually  to  the  continuous 
galvanic  current  from  ten  to  fifteen  or  twenty  elements,  an 
elongated  electrode  connected  with  the  positive  pole  being  placed 
over  the  region  of  the  sympathetic  nerve  in  the  neck,  on  each 
side  alternately,  a  few  minutes  at  a  time,  and  the  other  electrode 
being  held  in  the  hand  of  the  same  side.  In  one  instance,  oc- 
curring in  a  lad  of  eleven  years  of  age,  the  son  of  a  medical 
gentleman,  a  single  application  of  this  kind  seems  to  have  con- 
trolled the  s})asmodic  cough  at  once  and  permanently,  though  it 
had  existed  for  several  months,  and  was  very  severe  in  cha- 
racter. Applications  of  this  kind  must  be  made  with  great  care, 
and  be  discontinued  inunediately  upon  the  occurrence  of  any 
unpleasant  sensations  in  the  part,  in  the  chest,  or  in  the  head. 
Each  a})plication  should  continue  for  thirty  seconds  to  three  or 
four  minutes  only,  according  to  the  susceptibilities  and  toler- 
ance of  the  patient. 

A  spasmodic  cough,  of  less  intensity,  sometimes  occurs  in  affec- 
tions of  the  ear,  the  influence  being  conveyed,  probably,  through 
the  chorda  tympani  nerve.  Consequently  in  cases  of  obstinate 
cough,  without  sufficient  cause  for  it  appearing  in  the  throat, 
the  condition  of  the  organs  of  audition  should  be  carefully  ex- 
amined into.  Inasnmch  as  affections  of  the  epiglottis,  such  as 
oedema,  ulceration,  etc.,  are  sometimes  accompanied  by  severe 
pain  in  the  eai*s,  pain  to  which  the  local  suffering  at  the  seat  of 
disease  is  as  nothing  in  comparison,  it  is  likely  that  a  reverse 
influence  pi'oduces  an  irritability  of  the  epiglottis  or  of  the  glottis 
itself,  in  cases  of  affections  of  the  ear  or  of  the  Eustachian  tube, 
to  the  i>haryngeal  portion  of  which  the  larynx  is  in  direct  com- 
munication by  one  of  the  divisions  of  the  pharyngo-palatine 
muscle.  Tlie  cause  of  the  ear-cough  being  recognized,  the 
treatment  will  of  coui'se  be  directed  to  that  cause. 

The  laryngoscopic  appearance  of  the  glottis  in  the  production 
of  spasmodic  cough  is  very  peculiar.  The  cords  are  seen  to 
come  together  as  though  driven  with  great  force  from  the  exte- 
rior, and  then  suddenly  to  separate  as  the  peculiar  sound  of  the 
cough  is  made.     I  have  thus  watched  the  action  of  the  parts 

over  and  over  again  during  the  entire  paroxysm  of  a  barking 
31 
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congh,  without  in  the  slightest  way  embarrassing  the  patient,  or 
tlie  cough  either.  Occasionally  I  have  found  that  a  forced 
expimtion  or  a  forced  inspiration  would  break  the  spasm  for  a 
moment ;  and  under  these  circumstances  the  patient  is  enabled 
to  control  the  paroxysm,  a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of  moment  as 
permitting  re-entrance  into  society,  itself  beneficial  therapeu- 
tically as  a  mentiil  or  emotional  tonic.  Thei-e  is  little  evidence 
of  local  trouble  in  the  larynx,  but  usually  an  intense  injection 
of  the  mucous  membrane  covering  the  cartilaginous  corpuscles 
of  Santorini,  and  verv  often  a  similar  condition  on  the  larvntjeal 
face  of  the  epiglottis,  and  sometimes,  again,  congestion  of  the 
entire  larynx ;  the^e  appearances  being  the  result  of  the  con- 
stant cough,  in  all  probability,  and  not  its  cause. 

wnoopiNO-couon. 

"Whooping-cough,  technically  known  as  pertussis,  is  a  veir 
curious  affection  of  the  upj)er  air-passage,  the  pathology  of 
which  is  not  well  undei-stcxKi,  despite  the  great  frecpiency  of  its 
occurrence.  That  it  is  a  specific,  contagious  affection,  attacking 
the  individual  but  once,  as  a  rule,  all  observers  admit.  It  has 
been  considered  a  specific  catarrhal  bronchitis  by  some,  a  spe- 
cific fever  by  others,  and  by  others,  again,  as  essentially  a  special 
neurosis,  or  spasmodic  affe(;tion  of  the  air-passages.  The  charac- 
teristic symptoms  of  the  disease  are  catarrhal  inflammation  of 
the  upper  air-passages,  fever  to  a  greater  degree  than  can  be 
accounted  for  by  the  intensity  of  the  inflannnation,  and  a  cha- 
racteristics expiratory  spasm  of  the  glottis  attended  with  a  pecu- 
liar cough. 

For  a  long  time  the  opinion  has  been  gaining  ground  that  this 
disease  is  due  to  the  contact  of  some  special  organism  which,  in 
exciting  the  disease,  exhausts  the  excitability  of  the  system  to  the 
influence  of  the  poison.  It  is  hard  to  understand  the  immunity 
from  subsecpient  attacks  in  this  and  other  affections  attributed 
to  such  causes.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  thei*e  are  a  number  of 
certain  elements  in  the  blood  capable  of  being  renewed,  in  the 
cycle  of  waste  and  repair,  only  until  they  have  been  used  up  by 
this,  that,  and  the  other  contagious  disease.  Yet,  we  cannot 
well  account  for  inmiimity  to  subsequent  exposure  on  any  other 
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ground.     Linnauis  considered  the  external  organ ii^ni  of  whoop- 
ing cough  an  aniniah'uhir  insect ;  so  too,  in  part,  did  Tlosen, 
though,  witli  IJohnieand  othei*?,  he  also  considered  that  it  might 
l)e  of  miasmatic  origin,     llecent  observers  have  develope<l  this 
theory  still  further,  and  some  of  them  claim  to  have  detected  the 
offending  l)odie8.     M.  Ponlet  tcK)k  advantage  of  an  epidemic  in 
his  neighborhood  to  examine  the  breath  of  many  children  af- 
fected with  the  disease,  and  stated  in  a  connnunication  to  the 
Parisian  Academy  of  S(nence '  that,  on    microscopic  examin- 
ation of  the  vapor  of  the  breatli,  collected  by  him,  he  found  a 
world  of  minute   infusoria,  which  were  in  all  cases  identical. 
The  most  numerous,  as  well  as  the  most  minute,  belonged  to  a 
species  known  as  Monas  tenno,  or  as  I>acterium  termo ;  while 
he  also  found,  in  smaller  numbers,  another  species,  the  Monas 
punctum   of    Miiller,   Bodo  punctum   of   Ehrenberg,   classed 
amoiiir  the  bacteria.     Letzerich'  claims  to  have  discovered  the 
"piltz''  or  fungus  of  wh(X>ping-cough.     He  states  that,  in  the 
catarrhal  stage  of  the  disease,  the  sputa  contain  small  roundish 
or  elliptical  reddish-brown  spores  which  subsecpiently  develop 
filaments  rapidly.     In  the  second  stage  of  the  disease  these  fila- 
ments are   found   matted   together,  and  bearing  small  round 
si>ores  at  their  extremity.     These  germs,  unlike  the  germs  found 
in  diphtheria,  do  not  penetrate  the  epithelial  cells  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  but  the  nmcus  corpuscles  are  often  filled  with  them. 

Wh<K>ping-cough  is  eminently  an  affection  of  childho<Hl,  but 
sometimes  appeals  in  the  adult. 

The  initial  svmi)toms  are  essentially  those  of  corvza,  with  the 

4  X  ft'  ft  ' 

addition,  in  some  instances,  of  the  symptoms  of  bronchitis. 
The  cough  soon  becomes  more  violent  than  that  of  ordinary 
corvza,  and  its  ])aroxysms  more  persistent ;  and  in  the  coui-se  of 
two  or  three  davs  in  some  cases,  thou<rh  not  until  two  or  three 
weeks  in  othei*s,  the  cough  becomes  distinctly  [uiroxysmal.  It 
is  then  that  the  peculiar  wh<K)p  is  produced  which  has  given  its 
name  to  the  affection.  The  cough  occurs  in  i>aroxysms  of  a 
number  of  successive  sonorous  expiratory  eff<)rts,  a]>parently 
without  any  attempt  at  inspiration,  continuing  often  until  a 

'  (Oftz,  Ilthd.  Aug.  10,  1W57)  Am.  Jour.  MeiL  Sci.  April,  1HC8.     p.  5:J1. 
"  ( Virc/iuic'n  Archiv.  March)  The  Mtd.  Timeft,  Jan.  2,  1871.     p.  125. 
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veritable  asphyxia  is  iinjxMidiiig,  the  Dumber  of  coughs  varying 
from  six  to  twenty  t>r  more  at  each  paroxysm.  Finally  a  deep 
and  labored  insi)iration  is  drawn  into  the  exhausted  luugs,  the 
air  passing  a  spasnu>dically  contracted  glottis  and  thus  giving  rise 
to  that  peculiar  stridulous  sound  which  is  denominated  the  whoop. 
Then  follows  another  succession  of  coughs,  succeeded  by  the 
slirill  whooping  inspiration  ;  and  this  is  repeated  again  and  again, 
tlie  entire  series  constituting  a  paroxysm  which  may  hist  from 
half  a  minute  to  fifteen  minutes  or  more.  During  the  paroxysm 
there  is  dyspna^a,  impeded  circulation  of  the  blood  and  its  con- 
sequences, tiushod  and  livid  face,  distention  of  the  cervical  and 
temj)oral  veins,  protrusion  of  the  eyeballs,  suffusion  of  tears, 
etc. ;  the^e  symptoms  being  pi-oj^ortionate  in  severity  to  the 
severity  of  the  paroxysm.  Sometimes  the  paroxysms  are  ex- 
ceedingly vi<jlent,  attended  with  hemorrha":e  from  the  nose  and 
mouth,  even  from  the  ears  and  f ix)m  other  localities  ;  and  some- 
times there  occur  involuntary  passages  of  urine  and  fa?ces. 
Dilatation  or  rupture  of  the  air-vesicles  sometimes  results  from 
tlie  violence  of  the  paroxysm,  giving  rise  to  emphysema.  The 
paroxysm  usually  terminates  with  an  expectoration  of  mucus, 
and  sometimes  with  vomiting ;  the  relaxation  of  the  spasm,  in 
some  instances,  seeming  to  be  due  to  the  emesis  as  a  cause. 

The  }>aroxysms  recur  irregularly,  and  often  without  special 
exciting  cause.  They  are  often  bi*ought  on  by  the  oj>ening  of  a 
door,  by  emotion,  by  the  act  of  swallowing,  and  by  witnessing,  or 
merely  hearing  the  paroxysm  in  another,  etc.  There  may  be 
onlv  a  few  |>aroxvsms  in  the  twentv-four  houi*s,  or  there  mav  be 
many,  amounting,  in  some  instances,  to  as  many  as  a  hundred, 
it  is  said.  The  paroxysms  are  sometimes  more  frequent  at  night 
and  sometimes  more  fivquent  in  the  day-time.  The  frequency 
and  violence  of  the  paroxysms  usually  increase  for  four  or  five 
weeks,  sometimes  not  so  long ;  then  there  seems  to  be  no  change 
for  a  few  davs  or  for  two  or  three  weeks,  after  which  their  vio- 
lence  and  fre<iuence  decline.  The  average  duration  of  whoop- 
ing-cough is  perhaps  about  nine  weeks ; — and  waiting  nine  weeks 
often  constitutes  the  best  treatment.  Many  cases  terminate  soon- 
er, and  many  are  prolonged  longer ;  and  in  a  few  instances  the 
affection  has  been  asserted  to  have  continued  longer  than  a  year. 
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AVliooping-cougli  in  itself  is  not  dangerous  to  life,  but  maybe- 
come  Ro  in  consequence  of  tlie  complications  wliich  arise  from 
the  state  of  constitution,  or  the  effects  of  the  paroxysm.  It  is  not 
infrecpiently  associated  with  measles  in  tlie  same  individual. 

Tlie  treatment  that  has  l)een  adopted  for  \vlKK)ping-cough  is 
very  various,  the  remedies  having  being  addressed  to  the  nervous 
system,  the  circulatory,  or  the  respiratory  system,  separately,  or 
in  connection.  Thus  assaf(ctida,  musk,  valerian,  belladonna, 
recently  bronn'de  of  2K)tassium,  etc.,  form  integral  elements  of  the 
treatment.  Of  late  inhalations  have  been  freely  employed  in  the 
management  of  whooping-cough,  iis  has  been  fully  treated  of  by 
the  author  elsewhere.^  llemarkablv  beneficial  eflFects  seem  to  at- 
tend  the  employment  of  the  vapor  of  illunn'nating  gas  just  after 
its  subjection  to  the  purifying  process.  This  method  has  been 
employed  with  success  at  Amsterdam,  Calais,  Paris.  Vienna,  and 
other  places  ;  and  I  have  been  informed  by  some  of  my  pro- 
fessional friends  that  it  ha^  been  tried  with  success  in  Phila- 
delphia. About  twelve  visits  to  the  gjis-works  are  recpiired,  the 
duration  of  each  visit  being  al)Out  two  houi-s.  The  use  of  ben- 
zine or  of  carl>oli(5  acid  sprinkled  about  tJie  pillow,  or  placed  in 
shallow  vessels,  has  been  employed  as  a  home-substitute  for 
this  treatment.  The  use  of  sulphun)us  vapoi*s,  nitrous  vapors, 
turpentine  vai)ors,  and  the  sprays  of  various  solutions  have  also 
been  highly  spoken  of.  The  value  of  many  of  these  articles 
would  seem  to  depend  uj)on  their  anti-zymotic  inlluence.  Dr. 
Snow,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  has  suggested'  the  use  of  the  carbo- 
late  of  lime  placed  in  saucers  about  the  room  in  which  the  child 
is  sleeping,  merely  sufficient  to  impregnate  the  apartment  with 
the  odor  from  it.  Binz'  extols  the  use  of  the  hvdrochlorate  of 
(piinia,  one  part  to  one  hundred.  Mr.  John  Grantham  recom- 
mends* the  use  at  bedtime  of  the  vajx>r  of  anmionia,  evolved 
from  an  ounce  of  the  strong  solution  thrown  in  an  open  vessel  con- 
taining a  gallon  of  boiling  water  kept  hot  by  a  red-hot  half  brick. 

'  Inhalation;  its  Therapeutics  and  Practice.     Phil.  1^07.  pp.  144,  2H}et8eg, 

*  T/te  Mi'4iiral  Record,  Vol.  3,  p.  513. 

*  Prnrtiti*mer,  Nov.  1800,  p.  304. 

*  Brit.  Mid.  Jour.,  Sept.  10,  lb71,  p.  323. 
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Tlie  liK'al  use  of  nitrate  of  silver  has  been  liiffhlv  rei-oin- 
mended  in  wlKK)j)ing-cougli  by  Drs.  Eben  Watson,'  Pearee, 
Gibb,'  and  (>tbei*s.  It  is  employed  in  the  early  or  catarrhal 
stage,  and,  it  is  claimed,  with  an  al)ortive,  or  at  least  greatly 
shortenhig  result.  Dr.  llohn,  of  Ilanau,  was  led'  to  the  em- 
ployment of  inhalations  of  this  substance  in  solution,  from  the 
laiyngoseopic  appearances  exhibited  by  adults  and  children 
while  suffering  fix>m  the  complaint.  lie  fonnd  the  upi>er  ix)r- 
tion  of  the  trachea  and  the  lower  j>ortion  <>f  the  larynx  inarkeilly 
congested,  causing  tlie  voc^il  cords  to  appear  whiter  than  they 
really  were  from  the  contrast ;  and  he  states  that  adults  and  larger 
children  complained  of  severe  irritation  of  a  peculiar  character 
at  this  point,  just  before  the  onset  of  the  spasm  of  coughing. 

WOUNDS  OF  TUK  LAUYNX  AND  TRACUEA. 

Wounds  of  the  larvnx  and  trachea  are  met  with,  (Xicasioually 
as  the  result  of  accident,  sometimes  of  attempts  at  murder,  but 
most  fre(piently  as  the  result  of  suicidal  mutilation.  Thn:)ugh 
ignorance  of  the  anatomy  of  the  jjai'ts,  coupled  with  the  notion 
that  a  wound  in  the  windpipe  must  of  necessity  be  fatal,  these 
attempts  fail  in  pnKlucing  <leath  oftener  than  they  succeed. 
The  reiuson  that  so  numy  of  these  suicidal  attempts  are  unsuc- 
cessful is,  that  the  subject  bends  his  head  l)ack wards,  a  move- 
ment which  has  a  tendency  to  press  the  large  vessels  back  out 
of  the  way  of  the  Iviiife.  A  knife  of  some  kind,  or  some  sub- 
stitute for  it,  as  the  handle  of  a  s}>oon  sharpened  ujk)u  a  stone, 
is  usually  employed  for  suicidal  purposes;  and  the  devices  re- 
sorted to  by  the  insane,  and  bv  individuals  incarcei-ated  for 
penal  offence,  are  sometimes  very  ingenious.  When  death  <x;- 
curs  under  these  circumstances  it  is  usually  very  rapid,  result- 
ing from  the  hemorrhage  from  the  great  vessels  of  the  neck, 
and  not  from  the  injury  to  the  air-passage.  The  larynx  is  said 
to  be  the  usual  seat  of  this  wound,  but  the  trachea  seems  to  be 


*  (AHMf/ciathu  Med.  Jour.^  August  10,  1853)  Am,  Jvur.  Med.  Sci.,  Oct.  18515. 
p.  491 . 

^  On  DlscoHcs  of  the  Throat  and  Windpi])e.     2d  edit.,  p.  201. 

■  Wien.  Mai.  Woch.  xvi.  1800,  pp.  52,  53  ;  Schmidt's  Jahrb,,  Nov.  1866,  p.  67. 
Cohen  ;  On  Inhalation,  etc.,  p.  145. 
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severed  as  often;  for  Sabatier's  list*  gives  the  larynx  as  the  scat 
of  injun'  in  twenty-three  instances,  and  the  trachea  in  twenty- 
two.  The  seat  of  injury  concerned  the  hyo-thyroid  membrane 
in  twelve  cases,  the  thyroid  cartilage  in  ten,  the  crico-thyroid 
membrane  in  thirteen,  the  crico-tracheal  membrane  in  one,  and 
the  trachea  in  twenty-two  cases.  Wounds  of  the  epiglottis, 
which  sometimes  occur,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  list  referred  to. 

In  the  treatment  of  cases  of  this  kind  it  is  recommended  that 
the  surgeon  be  not  too  assiduous  in  closing  the  external  wound, 
as  there  is  danger  of  hemorrhage  when  reaction  comes  on,  on 
account  of  the  extent  of  tissue  usually  severed.  It  is  best  to 
await  reaction,  and,  if  hemorrhage  occurs,  to  ligate  the  bleed- 
ing vessels,  or  arrest  the  bleeding  by  styptics,  as  the  case  may 
require,  the  parts  being  brought  together  lightly  by  adhesive 
strips,  and  not  closed  by  suture  until  all  danger  of  this  kind  is 
at  an  end.  During  the  treatment  the  head  should  be  brought 
down  upon  the  neck  by  appropriate  bandages,  so  as  to  secure 
apposition  of  the  transverse  wound.  If  symptoms  of  suffoca- 
tion occur,  the  trachea  nuist  bo  opened. 

During  the  healing  of  these  wounds, contraction  is  very  apt  to 
occur,  necessitating  the  permanent  use  of  the  tracheotomy  tube. 
These  constrictions  have  been  overcome  in  a  few  instances  bv 
Prof.  Liston  aiid  others;  the  method  employed  being  that  of 
gradual  dilatation.  In  one  instance  of  this  kind  I  was  enabled 
to  relieve  the  ])atient  from  the  necessity  of  wearing  a  tube, 
dilatation  being  produced  in  the  contracted  glottis  (the  wound 
having  been  directly  below  the  voc*al  cords)  by  the  frequent 
passage  of  large  ])erf()rated  catheters  through  the  wound  up  into 
the  mouth,  and  the  seesawing  of  these  instruments,  up  and 
down,  bv  means  of  the  two  hands. 

FRACTURES  OF  THE  LARYXX  AND  TRACHEA. 

Fracture  of  the  Jjarynx.  —  Fractures  of  the  larjTix  occa- 
sionally take  place  as  the  result  of  mechanical  injury,  sometimes 
in  connection  with  simultaneous  fracture  of  the  hyoid  bone,  but 
oftener  without  this  complication. 

*  Hourteloup  :  Plaies  da  larynx,  de  la  trach^e  et  de  roesophage.  Paris, 
1869,  p.  16. 
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Usually  oulv  the  tlivroicl  and  cricoid  cartilaijes  suffer  frac- 
ture.  The  arvteiioid  cartiWes,  on  account  of  their  mobilitv 
ui>on  the  cricoid,  escape  fnicture,  and  are  more  apt  to  suffer 
dislocation.  In  many  cases  lK>th  thvroid  and  cricoid  cartilagres 
are  broken ;  hut  when  the  accident  is  confined  to  one  cartilage, 
it  is  the  thyroid  which  is  most  frequently  fractured.  These 
fractures  are  sometimes  single,  and  sometimes  multiple. 

In  40  cases  of  fnictures  of  the  larvnx  and  trachea  collected 
by  Giirlt/  10  cases  occurred  in  persons  from  nine  years  of  age 
to  thirty,  12  in  males  and  4  in  females;  which  may  not  i-epresent 
the  pn)per  pro[X)rti(>n,  inasnmch  as  in  a  number  of  these  cases 
the  ag(»  of  the  patient  is  not  mentioned  in  the  original  rejx^rt. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  ossification  of  the  cartilages  is  not  as 
important  an  element  in  this  form  of  injur}'  as  it  is  usiuilly  Bup- 
jK)sed  to  be.  In  these  10  cases,  in  0  the  thyroid  cartilage  alone 
was  aflfected,  in  2  the  *' larynx"  without  designating  what  por- 
tion, in  1  the  cricoid  alone,  in  1  the  tnichea  alone. 

The  most  fre<iuent  cause  of  fracture  is  a  munleixais  attempt 
at  choking  with  the  hand,  whether  premeditated  or  perfonned 
during  the  excitement  of  a  sculHe.  A  blow  upon  the  anterior 
jK>rtion  of  the  throat  with  the  fist,  or  with  some  hard  substance, 
a^  a  billet  of  w^hmI,  is  also  a  source  of  fmcture.  St)metimes 
the  cause  is  purely  accidental,  as  a  fall  in  which  the  neck  strikes 
upon  a  hard  substance.  Occasionally,  it  is  said,  it  is  pnxluced 
in  awkward  hanging.  The  work  of  Giirlt,  already  referred  to, 
in  which  m<»re  cases  are  brought  together  than  in  any  other 
work  that  I  have  been  able  to  procure;  as  well  as  the  wises  given 
by  Gibb,'  show  the  general  nature  of  the  accident,  its  course 
and  termination.  A  few  isolated  cases  are  given  here  and  there 
in  the  medical  journals;  but  their  results  do  not  vary  essential- 
ly from  those  summed  up  by  (iiirlt,  Gibb,  Fredet,*  and  Hunt* 

The  symptoms  attending  a  fracture  of  the  larvnx,  varying  of 


'  Ilandbuch  der  Lehre  von  den  Knochcnbriichen :  Dr.  Giirlt.  Hamm,  1864. 
Thcil  11.    Lief  1. 

'  On  DiHoases  of  the  Throat  and  Windpipe. 

'  Quelquos  conHidorationH  siir  les  fractures  traumatiques  du  larynx.  Paris,  1868. 

*  Fractiircj8  of  Larynx  and  Iluptures  of  Trachea.  Am,  Jour.  Med.  Sci,^  April, 
1806,  p.  :}78. 
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course  witli  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  lesion,  will  be  as  fol- 
lows :  At  fii'St  a  spasnuKlic  chough,  sometimes  preceded  by  spit- 
ting of  frothy  bUK)d,  and  very  scmui  severe  dyspnoea  with  all  its 
accompaniments  of  cyanosis,  coldness  of  skin,  smallness  of 
pulse,  frequent  and  labored  respiration,  with  large  mucous 
larnygeal  rales,  hoarseness  of  voice  or  even  aphonia ;  and  some- 
times an  inability  to  speak  at  all,  a  few  inarticulate  tones  being 
fon^ed  out  in  the  attempt ;  more  or  less  painful  swallowing ; 
and  in  all  severe  cases  attendee!  with  ru])ture  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  there  will  ensue  an  emphysema  of  the  throat  and  neck 
extending  steadily  over  the  face,  the  cervical  vertebnv,  down  into 
the  medijistinum,  ami  s<.)metimes  over  the  entire  body.  This 
emphysema  is  said  to  be  m<>re  apt  to  take  place  in  the  inter- 
muscular than  in  the  subcutaneous  connective  tissue.  Cases 
occur,  but  exceptionally,  in  which  the  symptoms  will  not  be  at 
all  of  a  serious  characrter;  perhaps  merely  soreness  and  some 
hoai-seness  of  voice.  Manipulation  of  the  parts,  however,  affords 
the  evidence  of  fracture,  but  it  is  likely,  in  these  instances,  that 
the  internal  nuicous  mend)rane  has  not  suffered  laceration.  In 
severe  cases  there  will  be  more  or  less  deformitv  from  over-rid- 

ft. 

ing  of  the  fragments.  Cartilaginous  crepitation  will  also  be 
elicited  on  moving  the  fragments  one  u}X)n  the  other;  ])ut  care 
must  be  taken  not  to  mistake  for  this  the  crepitation  which  can 
be  produced  in  the  normal  larynx  by  lateral  movements,  or  by 
slight  pressure  against  the  vertebrie. 

It  is  also  to  be  remembered,  in  this  connection,  that  the  upper 
horn  of  the  thvroid  cartilajije  is  occasionallv  found  disconnected 
from  the  body  of  the  cartilage,  and  enclosed  in  the  lateral 
thvro-hvoid  li<rament.  Luschka*  found  this  coiulition  in  three 
instanctes;  the  anomaly  existing  on  the  left  side  only,  in  each 
case.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  this  pn)cess  is  a  sf>rt  of 
epiphysis;  and  the  anomaly  in  cpiestion  is  well  to  be  remem- 
])ered,  lus  it  might  be  mistaken  under  certain  circumstances  for 
a  fracture,  the  result  of  mechanical  injury. 

Severe  cases  of  fracture  of  the  larynx  often  terminate  fatally 
at  once,  or  within  a  short  peri<xl  after  the  re(!eij>t  of  the  injury. 


» Virchow^s  Archiv.    March  18,  1868,  p.  478. 
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Should  tlie  patient  sun'ive  the  immediate  injnrv,  and  symptoms 
of  dyii])na*a  ])re8ent  themselves,  an  opening  should  be  promptly 
made  into  tlie  air-passage  beU)w  the.  seat  of  injury,  without 
waiting  for  the  effects  of  antiphlogistic  treatment.  Even  in 
eases  that  do  not  ])resent  any  great  severity  of  symptoms  at 
fii'st,  an  o])onitionof  this  kind  may  become  necessary  tm  account 
of  the  ])r(Kluction  of  a^^lema.  The  patient  should  be  placed  at 
l>erfect  rest,  and  the  case  be  treated  on  genei*al  princii)le8. 

Tlie  displaced  fmgments  should  be  replaced  with  the  greatest 
care;  and  in  some  instances  the  performance  of  laryngi.)tomy, 
which  can  a<l(l  but  little  to  the  danger  of  the  case,  will  aflford 
a  better  means  of  reposing  the  fragments  by  means  of  probes 
or  cathetei*s  placed  within  the  larynx  through  the  artiiicial 
o]>ening.  The  fragments  shoukl  be  merely  replaced,  without 
any  attemj)t  to  retain  them  in  jMysition  by  suture,  inasmuch  as 
the  results  of  exi)erience  teach  that  the  cartilage  is  very  in- 
tolerant of  the  presence  of  sutures,  which  soon  cut  their  way 
out,  if  the  symptoms  they  pn)duce  do  not  render  their  removal 
necessiiry.  The  wounds  in  the  soft  parts  nniy  be  ap])roximated 
by  adhesive  strips  and  sutures,  care  being  tnken  to  leave  an 
opening  below  suflicient  for  drainage,  keeping  it  i)atulous,  if 
need  be,  bv  a  shred  of  lint,  inasnmch  as  these  wounds  heal  bv 
su])pui*ation,  and  rarely  by  first  intention. 

The  insertion  of  a  canule  in  the  artificial  opening  is  usually 
required ;  and  in  many  instances  its  j>ermanent  use  cannot  he 
dispensed  with  even  after  recovery  from  an  openition.  Some- 
times a  fistule  remains ;  and  this  can  be  covered  up  by  a 
plastic  operation  externally. 

A  very  instructive  case  is  here  quoted  from  the  monograph 
of  Fredet,*  illustrating  the  nature  of  the  injury,  and  mode  of 
treatment ;  and  showing  the  necessity  that  exists  for  perform- 
intr  larvuirotomv  or  tracheotomy  after  accidents  of  this  kind: — 

'"  T'nple  f ravin  re  ([f  cricoid  cariUmje  j)roiluced  hy  compres- 
idofi  bcffctc/i  the  ji}i(jcrH — snddcn  death  uj)on  an  abrupt  move^ 
ment  of  the  jyaticnt,     April  5tli,  18()7,  in  a  quari*el,  the  Sieur 


'  Qiiehjues  couside rations  sur  les  fractures  traumatiques  du  laiyux.     Paris, 
18C8,  p  5. 
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L  .  .  . ,  aged  30  years,  was  seized  by  the  throat  by  one  of  his 
advei'saries,  a  strong  and  vigorous  man,  who,  after  having 
thrown  him  to  tlie  ground,  held  him  some  instants  in  this 
position,  with  his  liand  apphed  to  the  anterior  jH)rtion  of  the 
neck.  Seeing  that  L  .  .  .  could  not  rise,  tliat  he  made  the 
attempt  to  speak  without  being  able  to  pronounce  a  word,  and 
that  his  face  was  congested,  the  spectators  of  the  struggle  con- 
veyed the  wounded  man  to  his  residence,  situated  at  some  kilo- 
metres  distant  from  the  place  of  combat.  April  6tli,  Prof.  Dr. 
Gagnon  was  called  in  attendance,  and  observed  the  following 
phenomena  :  Extreme  dyspna»a  ;  cyanosis  of  face  ;  slight  ecchy- 
moses,  more  pronounced  on  the  right  side,  upon  the  lateral 
I)ortions  of  the  neck,  from  the  vicinity  i>f  the  internal  l)order 
of  the  sterno-mastoid  to  its  middle  portion,  at  a  point  corres- 
ponding to  the  inferior  portion  of  the  larynx;  the  anterior  por- 
tion of  the  nec'k,  as  far  as  the  pre-sternal  region,  was  intiitrated 
with  air  in  its  sub-cutaneous  cellular  tissue  ;  slight  pressure 
with  the  lingei's  on  these  parts  produced  the  peculiar  crepitation 
of  emphysenra.  There  was  none  of  the  characteristic  crepitation 
produced  by  the  rubbing  together  of  the  fractured  fragments. 

"  The  repeated  application  of  leeches  was  ordered,  and  under 
the  influence  of  the  sanguineous  flow,  the  tumefaction  of  this 
region  had  almost  completely  disappeared,  respiration  was  less 
embarrassed  ;  and  the  patient,  who  had  been  unable  to  arti(ni- 
late  a  sound  since  the  accident,  connnenced  to  make  himself 
nndei*st(x>d  on  the  evening  of  April  7th.  Some  hopes  wei*e 
then  entertained  of  a  favorable  issue  to  his  injury,  an<i  the 
operation  of  tracheotomy,  which  had  been  contemplated,  was 
deferred,  when,  during  the  night,  the  patient,  after  satisfying  a 
call  of  nature  and  remounting  his  bed,  died  suddenly. 

'^  Autopsy^  \\)Y\\  10,  at  Hotel  Dieu  de  Clermont. — Xo  effu- 
sion of  blood  encountered  in  the  dissection  of  the  supi-a  and 
subhyoid  regions.  The  thyroid  body  was  normal,  but  the  thyro- 
hyoid muscle  of  the  right  side  was  infiltrated  with  blajd.  The 
larynx  was  removed  by  a  double  section  ;  one  practised  at  the 
base  of  the  tongue,  and  the  other  comprising  a  ix)rtion  of  the 
trachea.  After  a  careful  dissection,  there  was  revealed  a  triple 
fracture  of  the  cricoid  cartilage.     The  first  and  most  consider- 
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al>lc  one  was  situated  l)eliind  and  on  the  middle  ix)^!*^  of  the 
eartilaire:  it  was  vertical,  with  eds^s  as  sharp  as  if  made  bv  a 
cuttin<r  instrument;  it  <K»eupied  the  entire  extent  of  the  car- 
tilage and  joined  the  scvtion  made  with  the  scissors  at  the  pos- 
terior jiortion  of  the  trachea.  Tlie  two  other  fractures  were 
situated  ri<rht  and  left,  in  front  of  and  ui>on  the  lateral  p(.»r- 
tions  of  the  cartilaire;  they  were  oMique  fn»m  alK»ve  down- 
wards and  from  before  backwards,  with  a  de]>ression  in  frr«it  (>f 
each  side  pnKluced  by  the  over-riding  of  the  posterior  fnigment. 

"  The  l(»ft  arytenoid  cartilage  presented  an  incomplete  luxa- 
tion, and  was  in  a  j>lane  anterior  to  the  jx>sterior  br»nier  of  the 
cricoid  cartilaire.  The  transvci-se  arvtenoid  muscle  ^^as  infil- 
trate<l  with  a  sanguinolcnt  serum. 

"  The  examination  of  the  interior  of  the  lar^•nx  showed  the 
existence  of  a  very  considemble  <iMlema  of  the  glottis,  of  the 
aryteno  glottic  ligaments,  the  v(K*al  cc»rds,  and  the  epiglottis. 
Tlie  left  ventricle  of  the  larynx  was  completely  effaced,  and 
the  entire  mucous  mcnd)rane  of  the  larynx  sti-ongly  injected. 

''The  lungs  were  of  a  vi(>laceous  color,  with  numenuis  sub- 
pleural  ccchymoses.  There  was  but  slight  crepitation  of  the 
inferior  portion  of  the  lungs.  Incisions  made  into  the  pul- 
monary j>ai-enchyma  gave  escajx?  to  a  large  quantity  of  very 
black  bUxKl. 

"  Xo  lesion  in  the  heart ;  its  cavities  were  empty. 

"The  liver  was  very  much  hypertrophied  and  strongly  con- 
gested; there  was  considerable  escape  of  black  blood  on  cut- 
ting into  it. 

"  The  sudden  death  in  this  instance  seemed  to  have  been  the 
result  of  Hie  sudden  displa(*ement  of  a  fragment  of  the  cricoid 
cartilage  and  the  corresixMiding  arytenoid  cartilage,  which  in 
the  movement  made  by  the  ])atient  had  over-ridden  the  other, 
making  an  immediate  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  atmospheric 
air,  and  i)r(Klucing  death  by  asphyxia." 

Several  cases  of  a  similar  character  are  on  record,  in  M'hich 
death  o(*curred  during  the  coni-se  of  treatment,  and  in  which  it 
is  likelv  that  a  successful  result  would  have  been  obtained,  had 

ft  7 

an  artifi(Mal  opening  into  the  air-passages  formed  an  integral 
part  of  the  early  treatment. 
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Fracture  of  the  Tracheal  Cartilages. — Fracture  of  the 
cartilages  of  the  trachea  occurs  under  the  same  circuiii stances  as 
fracture  of  the  larynx,  soniethnes  without  simultaneous  fracture 
of  the  larynx  or  liyoid  bone,  but  oftener  in  connection  with  a 
similar  inj  ury  to  these  organs.  G iirlt  gives  nine  cases  of  fracture 
of  the  tracheal  cartilage,  in  four  of  which  the  fracture  involved 
the  trachea  alone,  while  in  the  other  five  it  was  combined  with 
fracture  of  the  hyoid  bone  and  larynx.  His  principal  remarks 
are: — 

*'  The  causes  of  the  isolated  fracture  of  the  tracliea  were : 
direct  violence  to  the  throat  by  pressure  of  a  solid  b(xiy,sucli 
as  a  wagon,  the  buffer  of  a  raih-oad-car,  blows  upon  the  throat 
with  the  fist  or  with  a  foreign  body. 

"  The  general  symptoms  are  very  similar  to  those  of  fracture 
of  the  larynx,  witli  which  it  is  so  often  associated — severe  dys- 
pna^a  and  rapidly  extending  emphysema ;  but  the  local  symptoms 
are  nuich  more  difficult  to  distinguish, for  there  is  no  palpation  of 
the  dislocated  fragments,  no  abnormal  mobility  or  crepitation ; 
tlie  latter  symptom  is  easier  rendered  in  the  presence  of  extra- 
vasation of  blood  or  emphysema. 

*  "  Tlie  diagnosis,  therefore,  is  difficult  as  far  as  regards  the 
nature  and  seat  of  the  injury,  though  it  can  generally  be  made 
out  from  the  general  symptoms,  and  by  exclusion. 

"  The  prognosis  of  the  injury  is  unfavorable,  as  it  is  in  severe 
injuries  of  the  larynx;  and  the  accident  leads  without  abatement 
to  rapid  death,  although,  in  a  few  cases,  life  may  be  saved  by 
prompt  operative  interference.  Of  seven  cases  collected  by 
Gurlt,  in  five  of  them  death  followed  in  1^,  3, 12  hours,  and  on 
the  day  following  that  of  the  accident.  In  one  only,  in  a  patient 
apparently  dead  at  the  time,  was  life  saved  by  tracheotomy,  fol- 
lowed by  the  removal  of  masses  of  blcK>d  and  mucus  that  liad 
accmnulated  in  the  air-passages,  and  by  the  institution  of  artifi- 
cial respiration. 

"  The  treatment  must  be  similar  to  that  adopted  in  fracture 
of  the  larynx,  and  consists  principally  in  promptly  laying  the 
wounded  part  freely  open,  when  its  anatomical  position  permits 
it,  and  especially  in  extensive  transversal  laceration  of  the 
trachea,  and  the  conseipiently  possible  dislocation  of  both  fi'ag- 
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ments,  which  may  interrupt  or  compromise  the  access  of  the 
atmosphere  to  the  kings,  a  circumstance  under  which  life  can 
continue  for  a  very  short  time  only. 

"  Ahhough  no  observations  of  the  kind  have  been  made,  it  is 
likely  that  the  free  laying  open  of  the  torn  trachea  will  secure 
the  passage  of  tlie  air  to  the  lungs,  and  avoid  the  most  imminent 
danger  to  life.  Recovery  would  then  take  place  in  the  same 
manner  as  it  would  after  a  horizontal  section  of  the  trachea 
made  in  an  attempt  at  suicide.  Union  of  the  wound  by  suture 
is  to  be  avoided,  and  union  by  suppurative  inflammation  to  be 
awaited,  union  being  promoted  by  a  proi)er  position  given  to 
the  head." 

Rupture  of  the  Trachea. — In  addition  to  fracture  of  its  car- 
tilages,  and  sometimes  indej)endently  of  it,  the  trachea  is  liable 
to  undergo  laceration  as  the  result  of  accident  or  |)ersonal 
injury,  a  rupture  taking  place  either  between  two  of  its  rings, 
or  between  its  upi)er  ring  and  the  larynx.  Dy6pna>a  and  em- 
physema of  the  neck  are  the  main  diagnostic  S}^npt<)ms.  Several 
instances  of  rupture  of  the  trachea  are  on  reconl,  most  of  which 
terminated  fatally.  In  one  instance  recorded  by  Dr.  Lauenstein,* 
the  patient  made  a  good  recovery  from  a  ruptui-e  of  the  trachea 
resulting  from  the  ki(*k  of  a  horse;  the  only  s^inptoms  remain- 
ing being  a  cronp-like  cough,  pain  on  pressure,  and  dyspnoea  on 
attenii)t  at  motion.  Mr.  Long,'  of  Liverixxjl,  relates  a  case  in 
which  the  windpipe  of  a  laboring  man  was  completely  toni  fri»m 
the  larynx  by  his  being  caught  round  the  neck  by  the  coupling 
innis  connecting  two  railway  carriages.  On  the  fifth  day  tra- 
cheotomy became  necessary,  which  saved  the  patient's  life. 
During  the  oi)eration  it  became  apparent  that  the  trachea  had 
become  sejnirated  from  the  larynx  for  the  distance  of  about  two 
inches.  The  tracheotomy  tube  was  removed  on  the  ninth  dav. 
Prof.  Gross,"  gives  a  case  occurring  to  Dr.  Thomas  Marshall,  of 
Va.,  of  spontaneous  laceration  of  the  trachea,  thix)ugh  desj)e- 
rate  insjn'ratory  efforts  of  the  patient  to  relieve  the  dyspnoea 

>  Am.  Jour.  Mcfl.   Sci.,  Oct.,   1871,  p.  561,   (from   CmtraWUitt  f.  d.  Jftd. 
Wins.,  Dec.  17,  1870.) 

*  Mtd.  Timc^,  July  20,  1850. 

*  Patholojjical  Anatomy. 
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caused  by  the  pressure  of  a  large  tlioraeic  aneurism.  An  in- 
stance is  noticed  by  Beck,*  of  a  boy  whose  tracliea  was  totally 
divided  by  getting  his  tlux)at  jammed  against  a  jx>st  in  a  coal-pit. 
liredschnider"  records  the  case  of  a  male  infant,  let.  1}  years, 
who  had  become  very  unmanageable  during  an  attack  of  bron- 
chitis, and  tossed  his  head  about  in  a  very  powerful  manner, 
inducing  a  comatose  condition  that  gradually  increased ;  on  the 
fiftli  day  an  empliysema  began  under  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and 
rapidly  extended  itself  on  both  sides.  The  air  was  afforded 
egress  by  incision.  The  autopsy  showed  a  small  slit  beneath 
the  first  cartilaginous  ring,  stretching  from  the  right  side  to  its 
middle.  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,'  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  relates  a  case 
fn>m  a  fall,  occurring  in  a  toy  four  yeare  of  age.  Kyland*  men- 
tions a  case  recorded  by  Dr.  O'Brien  in  ISth  vol.  of  the  Edinh. 
Med.  and  iSurg.  Jour,  of  a  woman  who  had  been  kicked  under 
the  jaw.  She  died,  and  on  ix>st-mortem  examination  a  rupture 
was  fomid  extending  fixmi  a  similar  injury  of  the  thyroid  and 
cricoid  cartilai'cs  of  the  larynx,  throu<rh  the  vvAii  side  of  the 
first  ring  of  the  trachea.  Dr.  Kobertson,*  of  Wiesbaden,  re- 
cords a  case  of  comi)lete  rupture  of  the  trachea  from  the  larynx, 
occurring  in  the  pci-son  of  a  Prussian  artillerist,  injured  by  the 
kick  of  a  horse.     The  laryngeal  cartilages  were  uninjured. 

Contusions  of  the  Larynx  and  IVachea. — ('ontusions  of 
the  larynx  or  trachea  are  sometimes  pi-oduced  as  the  result  of 
accident  or  external  violence.  They  are  not  usually  very  se- 
rious in  their  nature.  Their  treatment  would  consist  in  rest  of 
the  parts,  scMjthing  applications  externally  and  careful  watching. 
Dr.  I^  Gros  Clark  *  records  a  case  of  contusion  f  rem  a  blow, 
which  produced  pain  on  motion  of  the  parts,  and  pain  on  swal- 
lowing.     There  was  also  complete  aphonia.      There  was  no 


•  Medical  JuriRpnidcnce,  1st.  Ed.  p.  718. 

•  (Canpcr'K  Wochumchrift  fur  die  ymimmte.  IIeilkunde,\^2,  p.  461.)   Gttrlt, 
op.  cit.,  p.  JJJ30. 

•  Am.  jMir.  Mitf.  Sri.,  Jan.,  18o8,  p.  120. 

•  A  Treatise  on  the  DiaeoMCS  and  Injuries  of  chc  Larynx  anl  Tiaohea. 
Phila.  Ed.,  IKW,  p.  177. 

»  Jjftnctt,  Sept.  0,  1S')(5. 

•  Lectiues  on  Surgery,  1870,  p.  22 J*. 
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bl(XHl  in  the  i^puta.     The  voice  hegan  to  retiini  in  ten  days,  and 
the  patient  was  well  in  thi-ee  weeks. 

A  contusion  of  the  larynx  may  i>roduce  spasm  of  the  glottis, 
threatening  suffcK'at ion,  and  thus  rendering  the  operation  of 
laryngotomy  or  tracheotomy  necessary.  Contusions  in  this 
region  are  sometimes  attended  with  severe  injury  to  tlie  soft 
parts.  Dr.  Louis  Stn.)meyer '  states  that  he  has  seen,  after  an 
accident  of  this  kind,  a  spasmoilic  retraction  of  the  nmscles  of 
the  neck  lasting  for  several  days,  so  that  the  head  was  bent 
backwards  as  in  oi)isthotonos,  and  could  hardly  be  moved. 
Eest  and  suitable  outward  applications  (juieted  the  c<mdition, 
and  the  patient  rec(.)vered  without  any  untoward  symptoms. 

ARTIFICIAL    OPKNINGS    INTO    THE    LARYNX    AND   TRACHEA. 

A  necessity  arises,  not  infrecpiently,  for  making  an  artificial 
opening  into  the  air-i)assages,  for  the  pur}x>se  of  securiiiif  free 
ae<*esd  of  air  to  the  lungs  in  cases  of  impending  or  actual  suf- 
foc^ition. 

Such  a  necessity  may  arise  from  the  presence  of  a  foreign 
body  in  the  larynx,  trachea,  or  bronchi ;  in  acute  laryngitis, 
whether  idiopathic  or  traumatic ;  in  (edema  of  the  larynx ;  in 
glossitis,  tonsillitis,  and  retro-pharyngeal  abscess;  in  croup  and 
diphtheria  ;  in  fracture  and  other  wounds  of  the  larynx,  or  ruj>- 
ture  of  the  tmchca  ;  in  neoj)lasms  in  the  larynx  or  trachea  ;  in 
large  neoplasms  or  impacted  foreign  bodies  in  the  pharynx  or 
o>sophngus  ;  in  tumors  outside  of  the  ajr  tube  but  pressing  inju- 
riously upon  it;  in  idceratioii  and  necrosis  of  the  cartilages  in 
tuberculosis  and  syphilis  ;  in  contractions  of  the  caliber  of  the 
larynx  or  trachea  the  result  of  cicatrization  ;  in  asphyxia  ;  and 
occasionally  in  laryngismus  stridulus,  in  spasm  of  the  glottis  in 
epilc])sy  and  tetanus,  and  in  certain  cases  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta. 

The  indications  for  such  procedure  under  the  circumstances 
enumerated  are  given  under  their  respective  heads.  In  the 
present  place  we  have  to  speak  of  the  operation  itself,  and  its 
consequences. 

Three  ojwrations  are  j>erfonned  to  secure  an  artificial  opening 
into  the  air-passages,  and  they  are  usually  described  under  the 

'  Verlctzaiigen  uud  cbirurgische  Krankheiten  des  Halsgegend,  1865,  p.  309. 
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caption  of  bronchotomy,  a  term  to  which  we  shall  not  again 
refer  in  this  connection.  These  operations  are  laryngo- 
toniy,  partial  or  complete ;  laryngo-tracheotomy,  and  tracheo- 
tomy. 

Laryngotomy  is  usually  confined  to  making  an  opening  in  the 
cri co-thyroid  membrane  in  acute  cases,  where  an  artificial  open- 
ing is  required  for  a  short  time  only.  Such  cases  are  acute 
laryngitis ;  (jedema  of  the  larynx ;  fracture  of  the  larynx ;  the 
safe  removal  of  an  extensive  neoplasm  under  laryngoscopic  ma- 
nipulation ;  the  extraction  of  small  foreign  bodies  from  the 
lar^nix  when  their  position  has  been  determined  by  the  laryn- 
goscope or  otherwise. 

This  o})eration  is  usually  perfonned  upon  adults  only.  For 
the  removal  of  large  foreign  bodies,  or  large  neophisms  from  the 
larynx,  and  in  certain  cases  of  extensive  traumatica  injury,  it  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  lay  open  the  entire  larynx ;  and  some- 
times to  divide  the  tliyroid  cartilage  merely.  This  latter  oper- 
ation is  called  thyrotomy.  There  is  still  another  form  of  laryn- 
gotomy, wliich  has  been  occasionally  resorted  to  in  cases  of 
foreign  growths  in  the  larynx,  and  this  consists  in  a  transverse 
entrance  known  as  sub-hyoidean  laryngotomy. 

When  the  cricoid  cartilage  and  one  or  more  rings  of  the  tra- 
chea are  involved  in  the  artificial  opening,  the  operation  is 
known  as  laryngo-tracheotomy. 

AVlien  the  trachea  alone  is  opened,  the  operation  is  known  as 
tracheotomy. 

The  opening  being  made,  it  is  often  necessary  to  maintain  it 
in  a  patulous  condition  for  a  certain  or  uncertain  pericxi.  This 
is  accomplished  by  removing  a  circular  section  of  tlie  tube;  or 
by  keeping  the  edges  apart  by  blunt  hooks  secured  around  the 
neck  ;  or  l)y  the  insertion  of  a  tracheotomy  tube  or  canule.  In 
the  latter  instance  an  outer  tube  is  fastened  round  the  neck,  and 
an  inner  tube,  the  end  of  which  projects  beyond  the  outer  one 
(fig.  129),  placed  within  it,  so  that  it  can  be  removed  at  will,  for 
the  purpose  of  cleansing  it  from  the  congealed  mucus,  blood, 
and  sputa,  which  are  apt,  under  certain  circumstances,  to  accu- 
mulate within  it  and  clog  it,  so  as  to  offer  a  fresh  impediment 

to  the  free  access  of  air  to  the  trachea. 
32 
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The  necessity    for   performing   traeheot^niy  on  the  instant 
pj    ^gjj  sometimes  occurs  when  the  surgeon  is  not 

provided  witli  pi-ojH^r  instruments,  or  with 
a  traehe<»tomv  tube  for  insertion  after  the 
oi)eration.  In  these  inqjerative  cases  dehiy 
of  any  kind  would  be  fatal,  and  the  ojx^ra- 
ti(Hi  nnist  be  performed  pn>mptlyand  at  all 
hazard.  Should  the  case  tenninate  unfa- 
vorably, the  sur<i:eon  must  be  able  and 
willing  to  bear  the  resinmsibility  of  his 
action.  This  is  one  of  the  sacrifices  that 
professional  duty  sometimes  exacts  from  us. 
TnmsHcau's  dotihio  tnuhoot-  It  is  part  of  tlic  cost  of  pmctisinij  medi- 

cine.  l>etter  to  make  the  attempt  to  save 
life  and  fail,  than  to  Ux)k  supinely  u}K)n  the  final  agt)ny  with 
one's  hands  in  his  j)ockets.  The  iKH-asions  for  this  sudden  inter- 
ference occur  sometimes  in  the  coui*se  of  regular  practice,  but 
more  often  at  the  dining-table  or  ujK)n  the  street,  or  uivni  some 
occasion  when  the  physician  is  present  as  a  si)ectator,  but  not  in 
his  professional  capacity.  If  he  sees  a  person  suffocating  from 
strangulation  and  is  unable  to  set  the  cause  aside,  it  is  his  im- 
perative duty  to  open  the  trachea  or  larynx  by  one  bold  incision  ; 
with  his  iMK'ket-knife,  if  he  have  no  other  instrument  by  him. 
The  knife  may  be  plunged  into  the  crico-thyroid  space,  and  then 
turned  annmd  in  the  cut  to  eidarge  the  opening  for  the  access 
of  air.  There  is  no  time  for  dissection,  and  if  the  patient  is 
not  rescued  it  will  not  have  been  fn:>m  neglect  of  the  surgeon. 
Suppose  an  arterial  branch  be  wounded ;  the  ojxji-ator  must 
incur  the  risk  of  wounding  it.  A  cpiill,  a  tooth-pick,  a  tube 
from  the  barrel  of  a  pcnciWase,  answers  the  pui-pose  of  a  tem- 
porary canule  until  a  suitable  one  can  be  procured  ;  and  until  this 
substitute  is  in  readiness  for  insertion,  the  wound  is  kept  patu- 
lous by  retaininjj:  the  knife  cix>sswise  in  it. 

An  admirable  tracheotomy  tube  in  a  case  of  emergency,  one 
which  can  be  nuide  in  a  few  moments,  has  been  recently  intro- 
duced to  the  iu)tice  of  the  profession  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Howard, 
of  New  York,*  who  extemj)orized  it  for  the  first  time  during  an 

^  The  Medical  B^n-d]  if OY.  ISll^p^m. 
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emei^cncy  whi<ih  happened  while  on  a  shooting  excursion.  It 
is  a  regular  tracheotomy  tiil)e  made  out  of  lead,  a  metal  alinoat 
_^  always  accessible  in  a>me  form  or  oilier ; 

the  material  having  been  a  Minie  bnllct 
on  the  occasion  referred  to.  The  direc- 
tions of  Dr.  Howard  are  as  follows: — 

"  Take  a  piece  of  lead,  whether  in  the 
form  of  sheet,  pi]>e,  or  bullet,  and,  if 
necessary,  hammer  it  out  as  thin  as  it 
can  be  nsod  withont  breaking.  Of  this 
■  cnt  a  piece  the  shape  of  a  parallelogram 
about  two  and  a  half  by  one  and  a  quar- 
ter inches,  or  enough  larger  to  allow  a 
margin ;  roll  it  aronnd  a  trimmed  stick, 
ramrod,  or  pencil,  thns  making  a  tube  as 
in  Fig.  130,  and  level  botli  edges  so  that, 
by  trimming  and  dressing,  the  seam  may 
be  smooth  and  firm.     Cut  the  upper  end 


-tb.  BUu  cut 
tabv,  to  hs  tur> 

flR.  lU,  tWU  Of 


so  as  to  form  fonr  slips  of  equal  size,  ii  ;  and  at  abont  the  middle 
of  the  tube  cut  out  a  transverse  elliptical  section  from  about 
two-thirds  of  its  circumference  (fig.  130  c  c).      Withdraw  the 
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pencil  and  bend  the  tube  nix^n  itself.  Turn  down  the  slips, 
and  in  two  of  them  cut  eyelet-holes  thRUigh  which  a  string  or 
tape  may  be  parsed  an>und  the  neck,  to  i*etain  the  canula  in  its 
position  in  the  wound/' 

A  similar  device  was  res<^)rted  to  by  Prof.  Trousseau  in  1S2S, 
and  is  mentioned  in  his  lectures.' 

liaryngotomy. — The  position  of  the  crico-thyroid  ligament 
being  determined  by  the  touch,  an  incision,  fiinn  an  inch 
to  an  inch  and  a  half  in  length,  is  made  in  the  middle  line, 
so  that  its  central  third  shall  expose  the  ligament,  the  incision 
dividing  the  skin  and  cervical  fascia.  The  parts  may  be  made 
tei.se  between  the  thumb  and  lingers  of  the  disengaged  hand,  or 
they  may  be  pinched  up  into  a  transvei'se  fold  and  be  divided 
after  transtixion  of  the  base  of  the  fold.  The  liijjament  is  then 
freed  of  any  supcrim|>osed  tissue  not  divided  by  the  tirst  inci- 
sicai,  great  care  being  taken  to  avoid  wounding  the  comnnmicating 
branch  of  the  two  thvroid  art^iries  which  mav  be  in  the  wav, 
and  which  is  to  be  slujved  to  one  side,  twisted,  or  divided  between 
a  (hmble  ligature  cast  around  it,  as  the  peculiarity  of  the  case 
may  determine.  The  ligament  is  then  divided  by  a  horizontal 
or  vertical  section,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  if  the 
(►pening  thus  made  is  insufficient,  it  is  to  be  split  crosswise.  AVhen 
an  opening  into  the  ligament  is  not  large  enough  for  the  purix>!?e 
re(piired,  the  cricoid  cartilage  is  to  be  divided,  and,  if  need  be, 
even  a  jK)rtion  of  the  thyn>id  cartilage,  care  being  taken  in  the 
latter  operation  to  avoid  wounding  the  vm^al  cords.  C'are  must 
l>e  taken  not  to  injure  the  jxisterior  wall  of  the  larynx  with  the 
jKiint  of  the  km'fe,  and  also  not  merely  to  push  before  it  tlie 
anterior  laryngeal  mucous  membmne,  which  is  sometimes  de- 
tached from  the  li<rament.  Entnince  into  the  cavitv  of  the 
larynx  is  denoted  by  a  i)eculiar  whizzing  sound  and  the  escai>e 
of  air,  mucus,  and  bliM)d  from  the  opening. 

Tracheotomy. — This  operation  may  be  performed  most  ex- 
peditiously in  the  following  nuinner,  which,  in  its  essential 
jK>ints,is  that  recc^nnnended  l)v  Prof.  Langenbeck : — 

The  operator  standing  at  the  right  side  of  the  patient,  and 
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a  skilled  apsietant  at  the  left,  an  incision  is  made  into  the 
skin  and  fiuhjacent  fascia,  either  hy  rendering  the  inteirunients 
tense,  or  bv  pinchin*^  nj)  a  ti-ansvei-sc  fold  of  tissue.  This  inci- 
sion extends  fnnn  the  cricoid  cartilajje  to  about  within  a  third 
or  fourth  of  an  inch  from  the  top  of  the  sternum,  heintr  from  an 
inch  and  a  half  to  two  inches  in  length.  Any  arteries  wounded 
in  this  incision  being  siM'ured,  the  opemtor  seizes  the  subcuta- 
neous connective  tissue  with  a  pair  of  Kharp-t<H)thed  forcei)S  on 
one  side  of  the  middle  line  and  parallel  to  it ;  the  assistant 
seizes  it  in  like  manner  at  a  corresjM)nding  }H)int  on  the  ojjpo- 
site  side,  and  the  two  raise  the  fold  of  fascia,  which  is  then  di- 
vided by  the  0})erator.  In  this  way  they  proceed  with  fold  after 
fold,  taking  care  to  press  the  large  veins  aside  Jis  well  as  may 
be,  and,  when  they  cannot  be  avoided,  to  ligate  them  in  two 
places  and  (*ut  between  the  ligjitures.  The  stenio-hyoid  and 
sterno-thyroid  muscles  are  then  sepai-ated  by  the  handle  of  the 
knife,  with  as  little  use  of  the  blade  as  possible,  exposing 
the  u])per  portion  of  the  trachea,  which  is  usually  covered  by 
the  isthnnis  of  the  thyn)id  gland.  This  structure  is  avoided, 
when  [)nicticable,  by  j)ushing  it  uj)wards,  or  by  endeavoring  to 
reach  the  tnic^hea  from  below  it;  but  if  this  caimot  be  done 
with  safety,  two  ligatures  ai-e  thrown  arouiul  it,  and  it  is  then 
divided  between  them.  During  all  this  time,  an  assistant  at 
the  head  of  the  }>atient  keeps  the  iield  of  o})eration  clear  from 
blood  with  small  pieces  of  sjH^nge  tied  to  a  stick,  or  held  in  for- 
ceps. As  s<K)n  }is  the  trachea  has  been  fully  exi><»sed,  a  sharp 
teuaculum  is  thrust  into  it,  and  it  is  raised  somewhat  upwards, 
and  steadied,  when  it  is  divided  from  below  upwards  in  three 
or  four  of  its  upper  rings  by  a  shar])-jM)inted  l)istonry,  inserted 
into  one  of  the  intei-spaces.  (ai-e  nuist  be  taken  to  penetnite 
the  nuKvnis  membnine  of  the  tmchea  on  the  one  hand,  and 
to  avoid  striking  the  jK>sterior  wall  on  the  other.  The  fa<'t  of 
penetration  is  confirmed  by  the  peculiar  hissing  sound  with 
which  the  air  rushes  out  of  the  wound,  and  bv  the  convulsive 
cough  which  sh(K)ts  the  blood  and  mucus  out  to  a  great  dis- 
tance. The  o])erator  now  seizes  the  edge  of  the  tracheal  wound 
upon  the  left  side  with  a  pair  of  toothed  slide-forceps,  closes 
the  slide,  and  hands  the  instrument  to  his  assistant,  when  with 
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a  similar  pair  of  furecps  he  secures  the  other  border.  Slight 
traction  being  now  made,  the  edges  of  the  wound  are  sepai'ated; 
and  if  the  canule  is  to  be  employed,  it  is  then  introduced.  If 
the  ti-achea  has  not  been  opened  sufficiently,  it  is  again  raised 
up  from  the  bottom  of  the  wound,  and  the  opening  is  enlarged 
with  a  probe-|x>inted  bistoury,  care  being  taken  that  no  ve^asels 
are  in  the  path  of  the  knife. 

Hemorrhage  is  restrained  by  small  pieces  of  ice  enclosed  in 
a  fold  of  towel  or  napkin,  and  held  in  contact  with  the  bleeding 
surfaces.  Should  this  not  suffice,  the  bleeding  vessels  should 
be  sought  for  and  secured  by  ligature.  As  a  rule,  the  hemor- 
rhage should  be  conti\)lled  before  the  incision  is  made  into  tlie 
trachea,  and  for  obvious  rciisons.  If  the  hemorrhage  is  merely 
venous  and  due  to  the  existing  impediment  in  respiration,  the 
trachea  may  be  divided  at  once  and  the  tube  be  intnxluced, 
when,  with  the  free  access  of  air,  the  onlinary  coui-se  of  the 
circulation  will  be  resumed,  and  the  hemorrhage  will  usually 
cease  si>ontaneously  ;  indeed  many  authors  state  that  it  will 
always  be  arrested  at  once.  The  hemorrhacre  is  sometimes  very 
great,  even  wlien  there  have  not  been  any  anomalous  vessels  in 
the  way  to  c<jmplicate  the  c^peration  ;  at  other  times,  the  action 
of  the  circulatory  system  has  become  so  much  enfeebled  by  the 
want  of  air,  that  the  hemorrhage  is  insignificant. 

A  gO(xl  (leal  of  spasmodic  disturbance  attends  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  tube,  which  rendere  it  sometimes  difficult  to  i-etaiu 
it  in  position  while  securing  it  to  the  neck ;  but  this  usually 
passes  off  in  a  few  minutes. 

Sometimes  (jonsidemble  difficulty  is  encountered  in  intro- 
ducing  the  tracheotomy  tube.  Sometimes  this  o<!cui"s  from  the 
insufficiency  of  the  artificial  opening,  and  sometimes  from  the 
resiliency  of  the  cartilages.  I  have  never  had  any  difficulty  of 
this  kind,  and  have  usually  placed  a  tenaculum  in  the  wound 
upon  one  side,  while  an  assistant  placed  another  on  the  other 
side,  and  then  l)y  gentle  traction  the  edges  of  the  wound  were 
separated,  and  the  tube  slid  down  between  the  posterior  faces 
of  the  two  instruments  which  guided  the  canula  safely  and 
speedily  into  the  trachea.  Some  surgeons  secure  the  trachea 
on  each  side  by  a  ligature;  divide  it  between  the  two  ligatures, 
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Fig.  182. 


TnmnieRu'ii  Dilator  for  vm 
in  Tracheotomy. 


and  separate  the  lips  of  the  wound  by 
drawing  on  the  ligature.  It  is  possible,  by 
drawing  tlie  edges  of  the  wound  too  far 
apart.,  to  so  flatten  the  caliber  of  the  traehea 
as  to  prevent  the  insertion  of  the  tube  for 
mere  want  of  room. 

Prof.  Trousseau  long  ago  devised  a  special 
dilator  (fig.  132)  for  the  tracheal  wound  and 
tlie  guidance  of  the  canula,  which  is  consid- 
ered by  some  surgeons  as  an  indispensable 
recpiisite  in  the  operation.  The  instrument 
is  intnKluced  into  the  wound  closed,  its 
branches  are  then  separated,  and  the  trache- 
otomy tube  slid  down  between  them.  Tlie 
ends  of  the  blades  are  turned  in  opposite  directions,  and  thus 
facilitate  the  movement  of  the  canula. 

After  the  tube  has  been  inserted,  and  respiration  is  quiet, 
the  edges  of  the  cxtenial  wound  above  and  below  the  tube  are 
brought  together  by  adhesive  strips,  care  being  taken  to  leave 
the  lower  end  of  the  wound  patulous  for  drainage.  A  piece 
of  oiled  silk  is  slit  and  slipped  under  the  shouldei's  of  the 
tracheotomy-tube,  to  prevent  it  fi*om  rubbing  the  skin;  and 
the  wound  is  dressed  with  cold  water  or  with  a  greased  rag,  at 
the  fancy  of  the  operator. 

A  pie(;e  of  gauze  or  nuislin  is  then  straddled  upon  a  piece  of 
adhesive  plaster,  and  secured  at  the  upper  jx)rtion  of  the  neck. 
This  protects  the  tube  from  dust,  and  modifies  the  temperature 
of  the  inspired  air  liy  retaining  some  of  the  wannth  of  the 
breath  of  expiration.  The  dressing  may  be  attached  to  the 
neck  in  the  same  manner.  It  saves  the  discomfort  of  tying 
bands  around  the  patient's  neck,  and  admits  of  ready  inspection 
of  the  parts.  This  mode  of  dressing  was  brought  to  my  notice 
by  Dr.  Packard. 

As  long  as  the  patient  is  confined  to  his  room,  which  ought 
always  to  be  for  four  or  five  days  at  least,  the  apartment  should 
be  kept  warm,  at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  80°  F.,  and  even 
upwards,  85°  to  90°  at  times  with  advantage,  the  heat  being  regu- 
lated by  a  thermometer ;  and  more  or  less  of  an  atmosphere 
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loaded  with  steam  sliould  be  seeui-ed  by  some  of  the  means 
narrated  in  eoimeetion  with  the  subject  of  cixjiip.  Tliis  lessens 
in  great  measure  any  risk  of  brtmehitis  or  pneumonitis,  a  risk 
which  is,  ])erhai)s,  always  present  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 

For  the  tii-st  twentv-four  houi-s,  the  inner  eanule  should  be  re- 
moved  everv  two  or  three  houi-s  and  be  immersed  in  warm  water, 
for  the  sobition  of  the  gunnny  deposits  which  adhere  to  it,  and  it 
should  not  be  i-einti'oduced  until  after  the  outer  tube  has  been 
cleansed  in  ])osition,  by  means  of  ju  feather,  or  a  linen  or  sponge 
mop,  securely  fastened  to  a  whalebone  or  other  stem.  The  re- 
moval and  insertion  of  the  inner  C4inule  very  often  provoke 
spasmodic  cough  at  fii^st ;  this  can  be  lessened,  in  the  latter  in- 
stance, bv  warmint;  the  tube  before  intnKlucin<i:  it.  After  the 
first  twentv-four  or  fortv-eight  horn's,  there  is  rarelv  occasion 
to  remove  the  inner  tube  moi*e  than  thi-ee  or  four  times  a  dav, 
iml(*ss  it  become  occluded,  a  condition  which  will  become  evident 
by  the  sensations  of  the  patient,  or  his  movements,  if  too  young 
to  express  them.  When  it  is  pnnM>sed  to  remove  the  canula 
permanently,  a  finger  is  placed  uiM)n  its  orifice,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  patient  can  breathe  comfoi-tably  thi*ough  the  larynx 
with  the  air  that  passes  by  the  side  of  it ;  and  if  this  appear  to 
be  the  case,  the  tube  is  withdrawn,  but  kept  within  easy  reach 
for  reintRxluction  if  necessarv.  The  extennd  wound  nsuallv 
closes  pnnnptly  without  any  interference. 

Should  fungous  granulations  ])resent  at  the  wound  at  any  time, 
they  are  to  be  re[)ressed  by  local  ai)i>lications  of  tannin,  gallic 
acid,  or  nitrate  of  silver;  or  if  extensive,  they  are  to  be  snipped 
off  and  their  bases  cauterized. 

The  use  of  tracheotomes  is  unsurgical,  and  sometimes  haz- 
ard(  )us. 

The  o]>erations  of  laryngotomy  and  trache<:)tomy  may  be  ]>er- 
formed  with  the  patient  in  the  retnnnbent  or  semi-recumbent 
position,  as  cinMunstances  may  dictate. 

The  head  shouhlbe  thrown  s<3mewhat  bac^k  and  the  shouldei-s 
elevatt»(l,  so  as  to  render  the  larynx  and  trachea  prominent ;  but 
care  must  be  taken  not  to  thr<>w  the  head  back  too  far,  and  thus 
compress  the  trachea  and  impede  resj)iration. 
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Catlicterisin  of  the  upper  air-passage  is  occasionally  resorted 
to  in  cases  of  mechanical  obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  air, 
other  than  that  produced  by  the  presence  of  a  foreign  body. 
This  may  occur  from  stenosis  wnthin  the  larynx  or  trachea ; 
from  externa]  pressure  upon  the  trachea ;  from  paralysis  of  the 
muscles  opening  the  glottis ;  or  from  spasmodic  closure  of  the 
glottis.  It  is  also  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  practising 
injections  into  the  trachea  or  bi*onchi.  A  simple  elastic 
catlieter  of  large  size  and  sufficiently  long  (about  12  inches), 
is  usually  employed  for  this  purix)3e.  This  method  was  much 
employed  for  injecting  the  bi-onchi  or  pulmonary  cavities  by 
the  late  Prof.  Horace  Green,  of  Xew  York,  who  reconnnend- 
ed  bending  the  catheter  to  a  suitable  curve  and  then  dipping  it 
in  cold  water,  to  give  it  sufficient  stiffness  t^  do  away  witli  the 
use  of  the  metallic  guide.  The  French  surgeons  prefer  a  silver 
instrument.  Care  must  be  taken  that  the  instrument  is  not 
passed  into  the  <esoj)hagus.  With  the  aid  of  the  laryngoscopic 
mirror  a  mistake  of  this  kind  can  be  avoided. 

In  cases  where  the  catheter  is  to  be  retained  for  any  length 
of  time,  its  presence  in  the  mouth  is  often  very  uncomfoi-table. 
On  this  account  it  has  been  recommended  to  allow  the  upper 
end  of  the  catheter  to  protrude  tlnx)ugh  one  of  the  nostrils,  which 
is  accomplished  by  fastening  it  to  the  staff  of  a  Bellocq's  canula 
passed  through  the  nostril.  Sometimes  the  catheter  caimot  be 
directed  into  the  trachea  through  the  mouth,  and  it  is  then  recom- 
mended to  pass  it  through  the  nostril  in  the  first  instance,  a 
pixxjedure  usually  more  embarrassing,  but  sometimes  not  difficult 
of  accomplishment. 

When  the  catheter  has  entered  the  trachea,  there  is  usually 
pain,  cough,  spasm,  loss  of  voice,  and  egress  of  air  through  the 
tube.  All  these  symptoms  may  be  produced  with  the  catheter 
in  the  a^sophagus. 

AFFECTKLVS    OF   THE   LAKYNOO-PHARYNGKAL    SINUS. 

Particles  of  food  will  sometimes  lodge  in  the  pyriform  sinuses 
and- give  rise  to  ulcerative  inflannnation.     Fish-bones  sometimes 
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tear  the  miu-ous  membrane  in  their  passaj^e  to  the  cesophagns. 
The  sensations  oi  this  lesion  are  a  more  or  less  continuous  prick- 
ing as  hy  the  presence  of  a  sharp  or  jX)inted  IkkIv,  more  particu- 
larly on  swallowiniT,  also  on  contj:hin<r,  sneezint]:,  or  any  nioye- 
ment  of  the  ])arts,  such  as  stretching  the  tongue.  The  abraded  or 
diyided  surfaces  ai*e  put  upon  the  stretch,  giving  rise  t*)  the  pain. 
There  is  usually  a  more  or  less  copious  secretion  of  mucus  in 
the  sinus,  sometimes  filling  it,  and  hiding  the  affected  s}x>t 
from  \\o\v,  A  sponge  j)lunged  into  the  sums  will  absorb  this 
fluid,  and  the  ])arts  can  then  be  examined. 

The  passage  oyer  the  parts  of  a  six)nge  dip]>ed  into  a  solution 
of  nitrate  of  silver  \yill  soon  eradicate  the  entire  trouble. 

Tlie  glands  at  the  bottoms  of  these  sinuses  are  sometimes 
liable  to  take  on  inflanmiation  and  nlceniti<ai.  This  condition 
attends  ])hthisis  not  infrequently  ;  but  may  exist  independently 
of  this  or  any  other  apparent  systemic  affection. 

An  ulceration  in  one  or  both  of  these  sinuses  may  be  mis- 
taken  for  laryngitis,  as  it  may  give  rise  to  irritation,  pain, 
hoai*seness,  cough,  and  purulent  expectoration.  A  case  of  sup- 
}K>sed  chronic  laryngitis.  Avhich  had  gone  the  rounds  of  several 
large  hos])itals  in  (ireat  Britain  and  the  United  States  during 
ei<;hteen  years,  and  had  been  ineffectually  treated,  thouirh  occa- 
eionally  rc^Iieved,  by  the  passage  into  the  larynx  of  a  six)nge 
probang  loaded  with  a  solution  of  nitnite  of  silver,  was  frmnd 
by  the  author,  on  laryng()sc4)])ic  inspection,  to  be  due  to  ulcera- 
tion in  one  of  these  sinuses,  and  was  effectually  cured  by  a  few 
local  apjdications  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  made  under  guidance 
of  the  laryngoscope.  This  case,  on  account  of  the  yiew  it  af- 
forded of  the  entiix*  trachea,  and  several  rings  of  the  right 
bronchus,  was  exhibited  some  yeai*s  ago  at  Wilkesbarre  to  the 
members  of  the  Medical  S<H'iety  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

DISEASES  OF   THE    NECK    AFFECTING     THE    DEEPER  TISSUES 

OF   THE   THROAT   SECONDARILY. 

There  are  a  number  of  affections  of  the  external  portion  of 
the  tliroat,  affectni<i^  the  internal  Btructures  by  their  presence, 
and  the  inflammation  and  suppuration  to  which  they  p^ive  rise. 
Most  of  these  are  treated  of  in  surgical  treatises  under  the 
head  of  affections  of  the  neck,  but  some  of  them  are  verv  li<rhtlv 
touched  nix)n. 

DIFFUSE  INFLAMMATION    OF    TIIK    TISSUES    OF    THE    NECK. 

We  sometimes  meet  with  a  diffuse  inflammation  of  the  tissues 
of  the  neck  which  cannot  be  referred  to  any  one  organ,  although 
the  submaxillary  and  the  cervical  glands  are  often  implicated. 
These  inflammations  appear  to  originate  in  the  cellular  tissue, 
and  become  dangerous  on  account  of  their  rapid  extension  to  the 
surrounding  and  deeper  structures.  The  connective  tissue  be- 
tween the  various  muscular  tissues  of  the  neck  becomes  destroy- 
ed, irregular  abscesses  fonn  which  \x)\nt  externally  or  break  into 
the  trachea  or  a?.soi)hagus,  or  even  into  the  mouth,  the  pus  some- 
times following  a  circuitous  route  for  that  puqK)se.  In  one  case 
lately  seen  by  the  author  the  affection  began,  after  the  extrac- 
tion of  a  tooth,  by  an  inflammatory  swelling  of  the  submaxillary 
glands,  principally  npon  the  opposite  side,  closing  the  jaws  im- 
movably and  deforming  the  visage  to  a  marked  degree.  The 
lower  tissues  of  the  neck  were  not  affected  at  first.  In  a  few  days 
the  abscess  burst  into  the  mouth,  at  a  ]X)int  op[)osite  the  second 
molar  of  the  lower  jaw  on  the  side  of  the  greatest  enlargement, 
and  for  several  days  discharged  large  quantities  of  fetid  ichor- 
ous ])us.  The  abscess  then  extended  beneath  the  digastric  and 
omo-hyoid  muscles  and  presented  externally  over  the  thyn>id 
cartilage,  at  which  iH>int  it  was  opened  by  incision,  giving  egress 
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to  several  ounces  of  hoiTil>ly  offeiiBive  pus,  in  which  wei-e  clots 
of  blood  and  debris  of  dead  cellular  tissue.  As  ft(x>n  as  this 
ccmnter-openinji:  was  made  the  dischar^j^e  by  the  mouth  ceased. 
The  parts  irradually  resumed  their  natural  appearance  ;  but 
although  the  submaxillaiy  swellin<;js  subsided  as  soon  as  the 
abscess  connneiu'.ed  to  dischart^e  in  the  mouth,  the  risriditv  of  the 
jaws  did  not  s\d)side  until  several  days  after  the  incision  of 
the  abscess  in  the  neck.  During  all  this  time  the  teeth  were 
slightly  separated  so  that  the  tip  of  the  tongue  could  be  passed 
between  them,  and  this  enabled  sufficient  concentrated  liquid 
nourishment  to  be  taken  to  keep  up  the  patient's  sti-eiigth 
during  the  j)rogress  of  tlie  abscess. 

Diffuse  abscesses  of  this  kind  recpn'i^e  to  be  carcfuUy  watched, 
so  that  due  advantage  can  be  taken  of  any  disjKisition  they 
make  towards  cominc:  to  the  surface.  This  will  be  indiciited 
by  the  erysipelatous  blush,  and  the  (edematous  condition  of  the 
exteriud  parts.  Before  this  time  it  cann<^t  be  known  at  what 
point  the  ]>us  may  nuiy  make  its  ai>pearance,  and  it  would  there- 
fore be  injudicious  to  dissect  the  tissues  of  the  neck  in  order  to 
hunt  for  it.  Hut  Jis  s<K)n  as  the  abscess  can  be  <lete(^ted  exter- 
nally it  should  be  opened  by  incisi(^n,  to  prevent  the  burrowing 
of  the  j>us  l)y  the  sides  of  the  trachea,  or  into  the  chest  behind 
the  sternum,  a  circumstance  which  would  be  almost  inevitably 
followe<l  by  jjenetration  of  the  jdeura  and  the  discharge  into 
that  cavitv  of  a  hi<i:hly  offensive  and  irritative  material. 

PirigofF'  reconnnends  the  division  of  the  tissues  of  the  neck 
where  tension  is  greatest,  for  antiphlogistic  purpc^es,  even  when 
the  jKJsition  of  the  abscess  caimot  be  ascertained. 

Dis<;rimination  is  neceSvSary  in  opening  abscesses  of  the  neck, 
especially  if  they  are  circumscribed.  They  are  sometimes  situ- 
ated over  large  arteries,  wliich  impart  to  them  their  ]>ulsation,  so 
that  it  is  rendered  difficult  to  distiuiruish  an  abscess  from  an 
aneurism.  ( )n  the  other  hand,  an  aneurism  may  be  mistaken  for 
an  abscess,  as  in  the  well-known  case  of  Liston,  who  unintention- 
ally opeiunl  an  aneurism  in  the  neck  of  a  child.  Wanlro]>'s  in- 
vestiirations  show  that  aneurisms  of  the  neck  are  most  likelv  to 


»  Kriegchirurgie.     180 1.  p.  113. 


TUMORS    OF   THE   NECK.  509 

appear  in  certain  situations.  Thus  an  aneuriftm  at  the  root  of  the 
can)tid  artery  will  show  itself  first  in  the  small  triangle  between 
the  sternal  and  clavicular  portion  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid 
muscle ;  an  aneurism  of  the  innominate  artery  on  the  tracheal 
side  of  that  muscle  ;  and  an  aneurism  of  the  subclavian  at  the 
outer  side.  These  points  may  be  referred,  to  in  a  case  of  doubt. 
Fortunately  these  cases  of  abscess  are  comparatively  infre- 
quent. They  are  often  fatal,  and  usually  by  pyaemia  and  not 
by  suifocation.  The  bones  in  the  neighborhood  are  sometimes 
affected.  I  saw  one  case  after  recovery,  in  which  the  abscess 
broke  just  over  the  sternum,  the  adjacent  ends  of  the  clavicles 
having  ap})arcntly  undergone  inHanmiation  and  slight  loss  of 
substance.  The  lower  jaw,  the  hyoid  bone,  and  the  larynx 
have  been  found  to  have  undergone  disease  in  consequence  of 
abscesses  of  the  kind  under  consideration. 

Tl'MOKS    OF   THK    NKCK. 

Atheromatous,  fibrous,  sarcomatous,  enchondromatous,  cystic, 
and  other  tumoi'S  of  the  neck  occur,  and  bv  their  mechanical 
position  or  by  their  pressure  on  important  vessels  and  nerves 
produce  serious  secondary  affections,  referred  to  the  lar}'nx, 
trachea,  pharynx,  and  a^sophagus.  They  are  not  usually 
directly  dangerous  to  life  unless  they  acquire  a  great  bulk. 

In  many  of  these  cases  it  is  im|>ossible  to  know  the  nature  of 
the  tumor  until  it  has  been  removed,  for  which  pui-j)ose  an  oper- 
ation is  sometimes  necessary  on  account  of  innnediate  danxrer 
to  life.  As  a  rule,  however,  they  are  not  operated  upon  for  the 
mere  puriM)se  of  getting  rid  of  the  deformity  they  pnxluce  ; 
for  it  is  impossible  to  know  beforehand  the  nature  of  the  at- 
tachments which  the  tumor  may  have  made,  and  which  may  im- 
plicate the  carotid  artery,  the  jugular  vein,  or  the  pneumogastric 
jierve. 

We  are  therefore  thrown  back  u]X)n  genenil  treatment,  with 
leeching,  l)listering,  and  the  rubbing  in  of  absorbent  ointments 
into  these  tumors.  Lymphatic  tumors  of  re(;ent  formation  some- 
times subside  under  the  inffuence  of  treatment  of  this  kind  ;  but 
those  of  long  stan<ling,  and  tunioi*s  of  other  kinds,  are  not  very 
amenable  to  treatment. 
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Electrolvftis  has  been  suggested  as  aflfordiiig  a  means  of  pro- 
ducing recession  or  absorption  of  these  tumors ;  and  some  cxises 
of  success  are  reported'  by  Mauduyt,  Duclienne,  Demarquay, 
and  Meyer.  In  three  cases  of  atheromatous  tumor,  apparently 
of  the  san)e  nature  as  some  of  those  referred  to,  the  process  was 
faithfully  tried  by  the  author  for  an  extended  period  without 
success ;  and  one  case  was  ])laced  by  him,  after  failure  in  his 
own  hands,  under  the  care  of  a  physician  specially  skilled  in  the 
applications  of  electricity  to  medicine  and  surgery,  but  without 
a  more  successful  result. 

Tumoi-s  in  the  mediastinum  prcnluce  symptoms  affecting  the 
lar}'nx,  tnichea,  etc.  Thus  they  produce  hoarseness ;  aphonia; 
whistling  or  stridulous  inspiration;  exj)ectoration,  sometimes 
sanguinolent ;  vomiting;  and,  towards  the  last,  epistaxis. 

Operations  for  the  Extirpation  of  Tumors  of  the  Neck. 
— If  the  tumor  occupy  the  anterior  i)ortion  of  the  neck,  a  vertical 
incision  is  usually  made  in  the  median  line ;  but  if  it  be  in  the 
region  of  the  stern<vcleido-nuL^toid  nmscle  or  beneath  it,  the  in- 
cision is  made  in  a  line  with  the  anterior  or  posterior  border  of 
that  nmscle,  or  a  double  incision  is  practised  including  a  space 
equal  to  the  breadth  of  the  muscle,  as  the  case  may  be.  It  is 
only  under  unavoidable  circumstances  that  this  muscle  is  to  be 
cut,  and  therefore  the  external  incisions  ai'e  made  so  as  to  admit 
of  working  beneath  it,  to  facilitate  which  the  muscle  is  relaxed 
by  bending  the  head  to  that  side.  If  its  division  cannot  l>e 
avoided,  it  should  not  be  cut  to  any  extent  greater  than  is  al)SO- 
lutelv  necessurv.  As  a  rule,  bleedin<r  vessels  are  scrnpulouslv 
ligated,  and  careful  dissection  made  to  the  sheath  of  tissue  in 
which  the  tumor  is  embedded,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  de- 
tach it  by  the  iingei-s  alone  without  the  aid  of  any  cutting  instni- 
ment.  AVhen  closelv  adherent,  its  connecti<jns  are  l)ix)ken  down 
as  far  as  mav  be  <]eemed  safe,  and  the  root  of  the  mass  is  encir- 
cled  by  a  very  stout  double  or  triple  ligature  so  as  to  compress 
any  vessels  wliicjh  it  may  contain ;  and  the  division  is  made  in 
front  of  the  ligature.  If  the  operation  present  complications  of 
liemorrhage  and  the  tumor  is  to  be  removed  at  all  hazards,  it 

'  Moritz  Meyer ;  Electricity  in  Practical  Medicine.  Uammond's  Translation. 
N.  Y.,  18G9.     p.  480. 
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elioiild  be  removed  froiri  itw  caixliac  mirfaee  first,  in  order  to  avoid 
tlie  fif«]iieiit  ligation  of  vedisels  from  tlie  same  ti-unk.  Care  must 
be  taken  to  see  wliutlier  the  tmiiora  bave  ^^^  ^^ 

formed  attacbmenta  with  the  sheath  of 
the  great  vessels,  lest  they  be  incaiitiouely 
wounded ;  and  in  examinations  to  deter- 
mine this  jKiint  the  natural  relation  of  parto 
must  not  be  disturbed  too  much,  else,  as  I 
have  witnessed  in  an  operation  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  cystic  tumor  from  the  ne<!k  of 
an  infant,  un necessary  dangere  may  be 
encountered;  in  this  instance  the  internal 
jugular  vein  was  drawn  ont  and  lengthened 
BO  as  to  li-Hjk  like  tlie  wall  of  the  cyst,  and, 
had  it  ju't  been  for  the  prompt  attention  of 
a  skilled  a-isiiitant,  the  vein  might  iwssibly 
liave  been  wounded. 

After  removal  of  the  tnnior  the  »|)per 
portion  of  the  external  wound  is  united  by 
Butnre,  and  a  pledget  of  linen  inserted  in 
the  lower  portion  to  prevent  union  and 
pennit  drainage.  A  cold-water  mmpresa, 
or  an  oiled  rag,  as  may  be  preferred,  with     ^a|M  | 

lint  to  absorb  the  secretions,  secured  by 
bandage,  completes  the  dreesing. 

Severe  iniiammation  is  liable  to  occur 
after  extensive  operations  in  the  region  of 
the  great  vessels  of  the  neek  ;  and  tliis  is  to 
be  met  by  tlie  usual  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment 

Fig.  133   is  introduced  to  illustrate  an 
admirable  instrument  recently  devised  by 
Dr.  Addinell  Ilewson,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  for  seizing  and  twisting  bleeding      | 
arteries.     It   can   be   manipulated  with   a       i 
siuglo  hand,  and  could   be  very  advanta-    ^^ 
geously  used  in  controlling  the  hemorrhage 
that  sometimes  attends  operations  in  the  neck. 


H 
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MUMPS. 

Mumps  is  the  name  <i^iven  to  a  peculiar  contagious  inflamma- 
tory affection  of  the  parotid  ghmd  and  the  eurnmnding  tissues. 
It  occurs  chiefly  in  young  male  adult*,  especially  when  crowded 
together  in  colleges,  annies,  jails,  etc. ;  but  it  may  affect  women 
and  children  also.  It  is  sometimes  epidemic.  The  disease, 
whatever  its  nature  may  be,  is  liable  to  be  continued,  as  it  w^ere, 
in  the  testicles  or  the  mannnas  its  extension  to  these  organs, 
w'hen  occurring,  being  part  of  the  real  progress  of  the  disease 
rather  than  a  mere  metastasis. 

The  first  symptom  of  the  affection  is  usually  pain  and  stiffness 
at  the  angle  of  the  jaws,  followed  by  swelling  behind  and  below 
the  ears,  somc»times  on  one  side  only,  more  fre([uently  ujx>n 
both.  Deglutition  becomes  painful,  and  there  is  difticulty  or 
inability  to  open  the  mouth.  Soi*e-thn>at  is  often  complained  of, 
and  ear-ache  also  not  inf re<piently.  There  is  more  or  less  fever, 
with  the  attendant  symptoms  at  that  condition  for  two  or  three 
davs,  when  it  j^raduallv  declines.  Verv  often,  as  the  fever  de- 
clines,  the  swelling  over  the  parotid  rc^gion  subsides,  and  is  fol- 
lowed bv  swelliui;  of  the  testicles  in  the  male  or  the  nuunma}  of 
the  female,  one  or  both  glands  being  affected.  There  are  some- 
times symptoms  of  a  similar  tnmsference  of  the  morbific  influ- 
ence to  internal  organs.  Sometimes  it  takes  place  to  the  brain, 
threatening  collapse,  meningitis,  or  even  mania;  and  this  cere- 
bral disturbance  sometimes  terminates  fatally.  The  parotid 
gland  rarely  suppurates ;  but  the  affection  is  said  to  terminate 
in  this  manner  occasionally. 

4 

The  treatment  of  inumiw  is  mildly  or  actively  antiphlogistic, 
according  to  the  vigor  of  the  patient  and  the  character  of  the 
case.  I  have  found  g(KHl  results  from  the  hot-air  or  sweat  bath, 
conducted  in  the  patient's  room  by  means  of  bunn'ng  alcohol 
beneath  a  chair  upon  which  the  patient  sits  enveloped  in  a 
blanket.  Warm  applications  are  kept  to  the  inflamed  part;  for 
which  j)urpose  a  wad  of  soft  cotton,  wrung  out  of  boilin*;  water, 
and  then  placed  in  a  bag  of  oiled  silk,  is  one  of  the  nicest  appli- 
cations I  know  of.  Cold  applications  are  to  be  avoided,  lest 
they  repel  the  disease  to  the  testicle.     A  slight  saline  cathartic 


BURSAL    TUMORS    OF   THE   TIIYRO-HYOID    REGION. 


513' 


is  Bonietimes  indicated,  hut  active  treatment  is  not  often  called 
for.  If  the  testicle  hecoines  involved,  warm  fomentations  are 
required,  with  confinement  in  hed,  if  the  patient  has  heen  per- 
mitted to  ftit  up. 

If  the  hrain  becomes  involved,  stimulants  will  he  called  for 
in  a  stAte  of  collai>se  ;  the  lancet,  cold  to  the  head,  purgatives, 
and  counter-irritants  at  a  distance,  in  mania. 

Permanent  injury  to  the  gland,  or  to  the  constitution,  some- 
times follows  this  aflFection.  Blistering,  the  use  of  mercurial 
and  iodized  ointments,  are  reconnnended  for  the  enlarged  gland, 
and  tonic  and  altenint  remedies  for  the  constitution. 

A  swelling  of  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  region  of  tlie  j)a- 
rotid,  sometimes,  perhaps,  of  the  parotid  itself,  occurs  not  in- 
frecpiently  in  coimection  with  abscess  of  the^^haryn\•,as  ali'eady 
mentioned  in  a  former  ]H)rtion  of  this  volume;  and  a  case  of 
pharyngeal  abscess  may  therefore  be  mistaken  for  nnnnps;  and 
a  similar  condition  sometimes  occurs  in  connection  with  advna- 
mie  pneumonitis. 

BIKSAL    TrMOUS    OF    TUE    TUVKO-nVOlD    KKfJIOX, 

There  are  three  bui-sie  in  the  thvro-hvoid  re<rion,  which  oc- 
easionallv  become  the  orii^in  of  cvstic  tumoi-s.  One  of  these 
occurs  in  front  of  the  thyroid  cartilage,  and  is  known  as  the 
ante-thvroid  buiva;  it  is  subcutaneous.  Another  occurs  below 
the  hvoid  bone,  and  is  known  as  the  infra-hvcud  bui-sa.  It  is 
occasionally  multii)le.  The  thinl  bui-sa  is  found  in  the  structure 
of  the  root  of  the  tonii:ue,  and  is  known  as  the  supra-hvoid  bur- 
sa;  it  is  situated  on  the  upi>er  bonier  of  the  hyoid  bone,  be- 
tween the  posterior  insert i<nis  of  the  genio-hyoid  and  gcniio- 
glossal  muscles  ;  it  appeai-s  to  be  an  abnormal  bursa,  met  with 
onlv  occasionallv.  These  buisiv  are  liable  to  inflannnati<»n, 
serous  and  viscid  ace unndat ions,  and  the  diseases  of  l)ui*s:e  in 
other  reirions  of  the  bodv;  the  infra-hvoid  bursa  bein;r  affected 
the  most  freipiently,  and  the  supra-hyoid  bui-sa  the  least  fre- 
quently. 

Cysts  of  these  buiv.e,  technically  known  as  hygromata,  occur 

not  infre<iuentlv,  and  mav  attain  sufficient  size   to  interfere 
33 
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witli  (leghitition,  articulation  and  respiration.  They  may  un- 
dergo siHintaneous  al)soi'j)tion,  but  this  is  infrequent;  and,  when 
large  enough  to  interfere  with  function,  they  require  operation. 
Tixjuhlcfionie  iistules  are  apt  to  remain  after  the  discharge  of 
one  of  these  cysts.  The  affection  is  supposed  to  originate  f  i*oui 
mechanical  irritation  of  the  bui-sa ;  and  it  is  of  slow  pn»gre3- 
sion.  The  dia^fuosis  of  such  cvsts  rests  on  their  seat,  and  the 
result  of  puncture  with  the  exploring  needle.  Their  contents 
do  not  differ  from  those  of  other  cvsts,  save  that  thev  do  not 
contain  any  epithelial  elements,  the  presence  of  which  is  in- 
dicative of  glandular  origin,  and,  under  these  circumstances, 
referable  to  the  thvn>id  lijland. 

Incision,  excision,  and  extirpation  of  these  cysts  have  been 
practised  ;  the  fu*st  two  operations  are  not  often  successful ;  and 
extirpation,  complete  or  partial,  seems  to  be  followed  almost  in- 
evitablv  bv  a  tistule,  which  is  hard  of  cure.  Punctni*e  and  the 
injection  (»f  icnline  after  discharge  of  the  cyst  seems  to  offer  the 
best  chance  of  success.  For  further  details,  and  the  records  of 
a  number  of  interesting  cases,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  clas- 
sical work  of  (iQrlt.* 

AFFKCTIONS    OF  THE    TUYROID   GLAND. 

The  normal  thyroid  gland  is  of  comi>aratively  small  size,  and 
is  seldom  the  seat  of  surgi<-al  injury.  It  is  subject  to  disease, 
however,  such  as  intlammation  and  the  formation  of  abscess; 
but  the  most  frequent  affection  by  far  is  either  hypertrophy, 
or  the  developnu'ut  of  cystic  tumors  in  its  interior,  or  u}>on 
its  exterior.  These  affections  occur  in  females  much  more  fre- 
quently than  in  males,  possibly  on  account  of  some  sympathetic 
relation  between  the  j'land  and  the  uterus.  The  thvroid  irland 
of  some  individuals  often  swells  during  menstruation  to  a  per- 
ceptible degree,  slight  though  it  may  be.  A  similar  effect  fi-e- 
quently  follows  inq)regnation ;  and  in  olden  times,  the  size  of 
the  neck  was  measured  as  one  of  the  tests  of  viri'initv.  Certain 
forms  of  eidarijfcment  of  the  thvroid  jijland  increase  verv  much 
in  size  during  each  successive  pregnancy  or  lactation,  and  re- 
tain the  enlargement  acquired  at  this  period. 

*  Ueber  die  CyBtengeschwUlste  des  Uolsea.  BerUn,  1855. 
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This  chronic  enlargement  of  the  thyroid  gfland  is  tenned 
goitre  or  bronchocele.  It  frequently  exists  endeniically,  in  the 
valleys  of  mountainous  districts  especially  ;  being  so  univei*sal 
in  some  localities  that  immunity  from  the  affection  is  regarded 
by  the  peoi)le  as  a  sj)ecies  of  deformity,  or  an  arrest  of  develop- 
ment. Strangers  visiting  these  regions  and  remaining  there 
for  any  ieng4:h  of  time  sometimes  acquire  goitre,  which  usually 
disappears  spontaneously  on  removal  from  the  locality.  This 
has  been  noticed  not  infrequently  in  the  trcK)ps  of  0:)ntin(Mital 
armies  when  sent  into  regions  where  goitre  prevails ;  a  few 
weeks'  sojourn  being  sufficient  to  produce  such  an  enlargement 
of  the  gland  as  to  render  the  collar  of  the  uniform  coat  too 
tight  to  permit  the  due  performance  of  military  duty.  The  in- 
fantry, whose  respiratory  organs  are  impeded  in  action  by  the 
weight  of  the  knapsacks  they  have  to  carry,  suffer  more  than 
soldiers  in  other  branches  of  service,  whose  respiratory  organs 
are  less  taxed. 

Exertion  of  various  kinds,  chilling  of  the  ex}K)sed  throat,  and 
other  causes  of  similar  nature,  seem  to  favor  the  development 
of  goiti-e ;  but  the  real  cause  is  not  w^ell  undei*st(xxl,  even  in 
those  localities  where  it  exists  endemicallv. 

In  certain  of  the  valleys  of  the  Alps  goitre  is  assinuated  with 
a  condition  approaching  to  idiocy,  and  which  is  called  cretin- 
ism. Some  recent  observations  have  detected  a  great  difference 
in  the  ttMuperature  of  the  two  sides  of  the  valleys  where  the 
Cretins  reside ;  this  temperature  being  subject  to  certain  con- 
siderable tluct nations :  and  it  is  believed  that  this  mav  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  the  development  of  goitre,  in  consequence 
of  its  influence  on  the  circulatorv  svstem. 

A  peculiar  variety  of  goitre  is  termed  exophthalmic  goitre, 
on  account  of  the  abnormal  prominence  of  the  eyeballs  which 
accompanies  it;  a  prominence  sometimes  amounting  to  pr(.)tru- 
sion,  and  due  to  an  accunuilation  of  fatty  products  behind  the 
eveball,  or  to  serous  infiltration  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the 
orbit.  It  is  also  accompanied  with  dilatation  and  palpitation  of 
the  heart,  the  impulses  of  which  are  over  one  hundred  in  a 
minute;  and  sometimes  exceed  tliis  by  twenty  beats,  an<l  even 
uiore,  under  the  influence  of   emotion  and   physical  exercise. 
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Tliere  is  oiten  a  SYr^tolio  mnnnur  iixnn  fuiu-tioiml  valvular 
denin<^enieiit  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart.  It  is  sometimes  an 
aceoinpaniment  of  aiuemia,  but  also  exists  with  plethom,  and  is 
encountered  almost  entirelv  in  vounij  adult  females.  It  was 
fii*st  properly  des(;ril)ed  by  Prof,  (i raves,  of  Dublin,  and  is 
known  as  Graves'*  disejise.  It  is  also  known  as  Basedow's  dis- 
ease, from  the  attention  called  to  it  by  a  German  physician  of 
that  luime.  The  thvroid  irhuid  swells  in  its  entire  extent  into 
an  easily  compressible  tumor  of  lar<^*  size,  usually,  and  is  ac- 
companied by  a  systolic  thrill  of  the  superior  thyi*oid  arterj', 
which  is  xi^ry  sensible  on  delicate  manipulation  t»f  the  tumor. 
The  pulsation  is  often  perceptible  to  the  patient,  and  is  at- 
tended with  throbbing  of  the  carotids  and  with  a  hammering 
or  sin^jjing  noise  in  the  ears.  AVhen  the  patient  maintains  a 
recumbent  position,  these  symptoms  are  less  manifest.  Tlie 
eves  are  usuallv  in  constant  motion;  and  in  marked  cases,  the 
pn>trusion  of  these  or<^ans  is  so  great  as  to  j)revent  closure  of 
the  lids  even  in  sleep.  Sometimes  there  is  paresis  of  the  up[»er 
lid,  and  sometimes  there  is  strabismus.  The  sight  suffers.  In- 
flannnation  of  the  cornea  sometimes  supervenes  in  ci^n^equence 
of  its  constant  ex|)osure.  The  nutrition  of  the  system  is  im- 
paired, and  the  patient  sometimes  dies,  in  the  course  of  several 
yeai*s,  from  marasnuis. 

Dr.  Graves  considers  the  affection  a  neun)sis  of  the  sympa- 
thetic nerve.  Prof.  Stromeyer'  considers  the  exophthalmus  an 
additional  evidence  of  the  nervous  nature  of  the  affection,  fnnn 
the  fact  that  he  luis  observed  a  similar  condition,  independent 
of  anv  affection  of  the  thvroid  inland,  in  the  habitual  siuism  of 
the  sterno-cleido-nuistoid  nmsde  ;  in  which,  however,  the  pro- 
trusion of  the  eveball  is  confined  to  the  side  of  the  muscle  affect- 
ed,  occurrin<;  onlv  when  its  contractions  are  excited  bv  an  ei'ect 
position  of  the  head,  or  under  the  influen^te  of  emotion.  This 
habitual  spiism  of  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid  muscle,  Stromeyer 
says,  is  considered  by  every  one  as  a  neurosis ;  and  the  fieeting 
exophthalmus  which  exists  in  connection  with  it  api>eai*s  to  l>e 
dependent  ujxni  spasm  of  the  oblique  nmscle  of  the  eyeball,  and 
of  the  levator  pal}>ebne. 

»  Op.  citot,  p.  389. 
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A  marked  case  of  exophthalmic  goitre,  attended  with  acute 
mania,  was  placed  under  tlie  care  of  tlie  author  a  few  }'ear8  ago. 
Tlie  contortions  of  the  patient,  when  under  the  influence  of  the 
cerebral  excitement,  were  extreme ;  and  implicated  the  entire 
body,  so  that  it  was  difficult  to  keep  the  patient  covered  in  a 
state  of  decency.  Being  unable  at  the  time  to  give  the  case 
the  attention  it  demanded,  I  enlisted  the  services  of  Dr.  Collins, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  resided  a  short  distance  from  the  patient, 
and  who  paid  her  frequent  visits.  Ilis  great  interest  in  the 
case,  imremitted  during  a  series  of  two  or  three  years,  led  to 
the  confirmation  of  the  theory  of  neumsis ;  and  under  the  in- 
fluence of  nervous  stinmlants,  ferruginous  tonics,  and  cold  ap- 
plications externally,  he  was  finally  enabled  to  cure  his  patient, 
who  was  exceedinoflv  grateful  for  his  attention.  lie  often 
speaks  to  me  of  "grateful  Maggie." 

Goitre,  as  already  mentioned,  occui-s  chiefly  in  females ;  but 
it  also  occui*s  in  males.  It  may  be  present  as  a  congenital  affec- 
tion, but  more  frequently  makes  its  appearance  about  the  period 
of  puberty  or  early  adolescence.  Sometimes  it  occui-s  in  several 
membei's  of  the  same  family,  and  seems,  at  times,  to  be  acquired 
in  consequence  of  a  hereditary-  proclivity.  The  size  of  the 
tumor  may  vary  from  a  mere  fulness  of  the  t'land  to  a  bulk  as 
large  as  an  adult  head.  A  not  infrequent  size  is  that  of  the  head 
of  an  infant.  When  very  larijfe  it  usually  dra^^  the  skin  of  the 
neck  down  and  may  project  over  the  chest.  I  have  seen  an 
instance  where  it  projected  several  inches  over  the  chest,  k)oking, 
in  form,  not  unlike  a  large  gourd  of  the  squash  or  pumpkin 
species.  The  enlargement  may  be  altogether  in  front ;  or  it  may 
extend  beneath  the  sterno-cleidomastoid  muscles,  or  behind  the 
stennnn.  In  the  latter  cases  there  is  a  g(K)d  deal  of  pressure 
exercised  uj)on  the  trachea,  giving  rise  to  symptoms  of  a  very 
distressing  charjicter,  resembling  those  of  asthma,  and  produc- 
tive, ultimately,  of  pulmonary  emphysema.  In  the  variety 
known  as  post-sternal  goitre,  the  trachea  is  compressed  into  the 
form  of  a  prismatic  cylinder,  or  an  elongated  oval,  the  larger 
diameter  of  which  may  be  in  the  lateral  or  in  the  antero-i)06te- 
rior  direction.  The  enlargement  is  usually  very  slow,  consum- 
ing  many  months  or  yeare  in  its  progress.     Sometimes  the  aflfec- 
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tion  remains  at  a  stand-still  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then 
gradually  increases  in  size.  As  a  rule  there  is  no  pain  in  a 
tumor  of  this  kind,  the  suffering  being  produced  by  pi-essure 
upon  the  windpipe  and  the  large  vessels,  finally  culminating  in 
attacks  of  suffocation,  spasmodic  cough,  with  inability  to  main- 
tain the  recumbent  j>osture ;  producing  a  geneml  drain  upon 
the  system,  accompanied  with  oedema  of  the  limbs,  triuik,  and 
larvnx. 

The  g«  )itre  may  affect  both  lobes  of  the  thyroid  gland,  or  only 
one  of  them  ;  or  may  be  confined  to  the  isthmus  ;  or  to  a  third  or 
Bupplementarj'  lobe  which  sometimes  exists ;  or  may  affect  one 
lateral  lobe,  and  either  the  isthmus  or  the  6upj)lementarj'  lobe. 

The  contents  of  the  tumor  varies  at  different  stages.  At  first 
it  is  soft  and  elastic  to  the  touch,  and  without  any  extensive 
attachments  to  the  surnjimding  tissues.  It  is  then,  in  all  prob- 
ability, a  mere  hypertn)phy  or  hyj)erplasia  of  the  original  struc- 
ture ;  and  when  in  this  condition  is  often  amenable  to  the  influ- 
ence of  remedial  agents.  After  a  while  irregularities  or  n<.>do- 
sities  are  piH)duced  upon  its  surface,  usually  indicative  of  some 
metamorjJiosis  of  tissue,  rendering  the  prognosis  of  cure  much 
more  doubtful.  The  changes  which  have  been  noticed  in  en- 
largements of  the  thyroid  gland  are  inflammation,  the  fonnation 
of  cysts,  and  the  fibro-sarcomatous  and  cancerous  degeneration, 
principally  of  the  encephaloid  variety.  When  inflammation  is 
going  on,  the  parts  become  hot,  and  firmer  to  the  touch.  This 
inflammati<m  is  sometimes  salutary  and  leads  to  a  sjx>ntaneou8 
dissolution  of  the  tumor,  a  knowledge  of  which  fact  has  sug- 
gested a  method  of  treatment  by  the  artificial  induction  of  in- 
flannnation.  When  this  does  not  occur,  the  inflammation  mav 
result  in  a])scess,  or  in  the  formation  of  permanent  fibrinous 
deposits ;  or  it  nuiy  extend  to  the  larynx  and  trachea,  endan- 
gering a  fatal  result,  either  by  its  action  upon  these  structures, 
or  by  jmvmia.  The  fibrinous  dej)08its  of  the  inflammatorj'  pro- 
cess may  subsequently  undergo  the  fatty,  or  the  calcareous  de- 
genenition. 

The  formation  of  cysts  in  the  tissue  of  a  goitre  is  favored  by 
the  anatomical  structure  of  the  gland  iti?elf,  the  cells  of  which 
become  distended  by  an  accunuilation  of  their  natural  contents, 
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the  cell  originally  affected  enlarging  at  the  expense  of  its  neigli- 
borfi,  tlie  remaining  glandular  structure  undergoing  atix)phy 
from  pressure.  Usually  one  or  a  few  (jysts  enlarge  in  this  way 
to  a  great  size,  but  sometimes  numerous  cysts  enlarge  to  sizes 
varj'ing  from  that  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  plum.  In  this  way  the 
encysted  form  of  goitre  is  i)roduced,  a  form  recognized  usually 
by  the  sense  of  fluctuation,  or  by  the  withdmwal  of  a  jMa-tion 
of  its  contents  upon  the  groove  of  the  exploring  needle. 

When  the  cysts  are  small  their  contents  are  viscid,  but  when 
large  they  contain  serum,  or  serum  and  blood,  (jr  coagulated 
blood,  or  the  debris  of  fibrous  tissue.  The  cysts  are  usually 
complete,  but  sometimes  a  portion  of  their  wall  is  composed  of 
the  gland  tissue  itself.  Cystic  goitres  may  attain  a  very  great 
size,  and  have  been  known  to  contain  more  than  a  pint  of  fluid. 
I^rge  cysts  are  not  apt  to  undergo  degeneration,  but  the  walls 
of  the  smaller  ones  sometimes  become  calcified. 

A  peculiar  form  of  cystic  goitre  in  which  new  glandular 
tissue,  exactlv  analofjous  to  the  embrvonic  tissue  of  the  thvrf)id 
gland,  becomes  developed  in  the  cavity  of  the  cyst,  has  been 
described  by  Prof.  Stromeyer,  and  by  him  designated  as  paren- 
chymatous cystic  goitre.  This  tissue  is  very  vascular  and  very 
gelatinous,  so  that  it  can  be  sccK)ped  out  with  the  finger.  It 
presents  a  deceptive  sense  of  fluctuation  when  examined  exter- 
nally, and  in  this  way  may  be  readily  mistaken  for  the  ordinary- 
cystic  goitre  with  fluid  contents.  Its  diagnosis,  however,  cannot 
be  always  ascertained  with  ceitainty,  except  during  the  course 
of  an  operation. 

Goitre  of  Pregnancy. — It  has  already  been  remarked  that 
in  certain  females  an  hypertrophy  of  the  thyroid  gland  occurs 
during  the  progress  of  pregnancy.  The  enlargement  occasion- 
ally becomes  innnense  and  j)roves  eventually  fatal.  Two  cases  of 
this  kind  reported  by  Prof.  Guillot '  will  illustrate  the  subject, 
and  also  illustrate  some  of  the  most  serious  symptoms  j)roduced 
by  goitre,  as  well  as  some  important  jKnuts  in  its  pathoh jgy. 

"  1.  A  lady,  a?t.  80,  under  the  care  of  il.  Agouard,  Jr.,  in  easy 
circumstances,  of  gCKxl  constitution,  never  having  been  sick,  born 

'  De  rhypertrophie  de  la  glandc  thyroi'de  des  femmcs  enceintes.  Arc/aces 
Gene  rales  de  Medicine,    Novembre,  18(K). 
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and  residin*^  distant  f i*oin  localities  favorable  to  the  development 
of  g<atre,  \vu8  surprised  to  see  during  her  tir8t  pregnancy  that 
the  anterior  region  of  her  neck  began  to  swell  gradually  ;  but 
as  she  did  not  suffer  at  all,  and  as  the  pn)gress  of  the  tumefac- 
tion was  slow,  she  paid  hardly  any  attention  to  it.  The  menses 
returned  after  this  pregnancy. 

'*  Eighteen  months  afterwards,  in  1855,  she  gave  birth  to  ano- 
ther infant ;  the  accouchement  was  fav(»rable  ;  she  nourished  her 
infant.  During  this  pivgnam-y  the  tumor  of  the  neck  had  aug- 
mented anew  and  became  tnmblesome ;  at  fourteen  uumths  she 
ceased  to  nui-se  her  infant.  The  menses,  which  had  reappeared 
for  several  months,  continued  tt)  be  regular.  The  tumor,  which 
increased  in  size  slowlv,  interfered  with  the  movements  of  the 
neck,  and  rt»s})iration  often  iK^came  laborious.  Pains  radiating 
fix>m  the  neck  as  far  as  to  the  precordial  region,  accompanied 
by  facial  neuralgia,  palpitations  antl  vomitings,  tormented  the 
patient  suddenly.  Syncopes  precede<i  by  vertigt),  followed  by 
intermittent  asthma  and  suff^Krative  paroxysms,  gave  great 
anxiety  to  the  physician  and  terrified  the  patient.  The  timbre 
of  the  voice  became  enfeebled  despite  the  excellent  condition 
of  the  constitution. 

"  1  saw  the  i>atient  in  185S  with  M.  Trousseau ;  I  found  her  up 
and  alK)ut,  without  presenting,  at  the  fii'st  asi)ect,  any  appeanuure 
of  suff'erin;>:.  The  intellii^ence  was  clear.  The  fatigue  caused  bv 
conversation,  and  the  enfeeblement  of  the  timbre  of  the  voice, 
were' evident ;  nevertheless  the  lady  made  me  perfectly  fami- 
liar with  the  nature  of  the  i>henomena  she  experienced. 

"  The  tumor,  whose  diameter  might  have  been  two  decimetres 
on  botli  hides,  was  snuMjth  and  covered  by  perfectly  healthy 
integument,  excei)t  a  few  rare  vesicles  ai)i)earing  uj)on  the  skin. 
It  was  divided  into  two  lobes,  whose  sej)aration  was  but  little 
distinct ;  its  consistence  wius  that  of  a  rounded  lii^oma  without 
iiodulatiou.  On  compressing  it  there  was  produced  a  great 
difliculty  of  respiration,  jis  well  jus  dizziness.  The  oidy  lesion 
I  could  discover  Wiis  the  hy|)ertix)i>hy  of  the  thyrt)id  btxly,  and 
the  onlv  accidents  which  I  could  detect  as  liable  to  occur,  not 
doubtful.  It  was  agreed  with  il.  Augouard  and  M.  Trousseau, 
that  in  case  of  absolute  necessitv  and  of  innninent  suffocation. 
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the  operation  of  larjiigotomy  might  be  practised  despite  the 
uncertainty  of  the  result  which  might  foUow. 

"This  operation  was  performed  December  19,  1858,  some 
days  after  the  consultation  witli  Messrs.  Augouard  and  Trous- 
seau. During  the  night  M.  Richet  was  called  in  great  haste 
by  tlie  attending  physician  and  by  the  family,  and  he  found  the 
patient  almost  asphyxiated.  Despite  great  difficulties,  the 
operation  was  made  rapidly,  and  was  followed  by  a  result  at 
fii'st  favoral)le ;  the  asphyxia  disappeared  and  the  patient  was  re- 
lieved ;  but  on  the  21st  of  December  she  died.  An  autopsy  was 
not  permitted. 

"  II.  A  young  woman  about  29  years  of  age,  born  at  Paris,  of 
good  appearance,  not  scrofulous,  menstruated  regularly  up  to 
her  last  pregnancy,  following  which,  the  menses  again  appeared 
regularly.  She  perceived  that  after  her  first  j)regnancy,  dating 
four  yeai's  back,  her  neck  had  become  larger  than  usual.  She 
paid  little  attention  to  this  phenomenon,  which  did  not  change 
until  her  second  i)regnancy,  that  is  to  say,  for  about  a  year  and 
a  half.     She  was  confined  19  months  iigo. 

''This  young  woman  entered  the  Xecker  Hospital,  and  no 
other  lesion  could  be  detected  in  her  except  the  one  mentioned. 
She  presented,  at  the  anterior  part  of  the  neck,  a  voluminous 
tumor,  of  a  circumference  of  about  30  centimetres,  covered  by 
healthy  skin,  movable,  and  extending  from  the  thyroid  (cartilage 
as  far  as  the  sternum  ;  it  interfered  with  the  movements  of  the 
neck,  and  i)revented  the  doi-sal  decubitus.  She  was  subject  to 
frontal  neuralgia,  and  had  attacks  of  asthma.  Respiration  was 
difficult,  slow,  and  whistling  during  inspiration  and  expiration. 
The  voice  was  not  altered  in  timbre,  but  it  was  trennilous  and 
painful.  This  woman  said  that  all  these  phenomena  had  been 
pnxluced  slowly,  but  had  increased  constantly  in  intensity.  She 
referred  their  origin  distinctly  to  her  first  pregnancy,  and  their 
new  progress  to  her  Becond  gestation.  She  was  annoyed  by  her 
clothing,  and  had  an  increasing  difficulty  in  walking,  in  nmscular 
effort,  and  even  in  resting  in  the  recumbent  j)osition.  Her  suf- 
ferings were  becoming  exasperated  ;  from  time  to  time,  she  felt 
a  disi)osition  to  sleep ;  deep-seated  pains  existed  in  the  chest,  and 
palpitations ;  suffocation  became  then  imminent.     These  sorts  of 
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attacks,  at  first  slight  and  far  apart,  bocAine  more  frequent  and 
seveix^,  and  caused  the  patient  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

"  All  these  occurivnces  were  i-epixRluced  at  the  hospital,  al- 
though the  patient  couhl  rise  and  walk  during  each  moment  of 
feeling  well.  Thev  became  more  ffrave,  and  about  ei^rht  davs 
after  seeing  her  for  the  first  tune,  Pi-of.  Guillot  thought  that 
she  would  expire.  During  each  access  of  suffocation  the  patient 
complained  of  great  pain  fi*om  the  middle  region  of  the  sides 
of  the  neck  down  to  the  deepest  parts  of  the  chest ;  and  com- 
plained moix?  of  this  pain  than  of  the  difticulty  of  respiration. 
A  continued  di'owsiness  accompanied  the  asphyxia  which 
succeeded  one  of  these  attacks,  and  which  killed  the  pa- 
tient. 

"PiT)f.  (J.  was  ignorant  of  the  treatment  to  which  this  j>atient 
was  subjected  before  her  admission  into  the  hospital,  lie  i>er- 
fonned  a  venesection.  She  t(K)k  pediluvia  and  receive<l  some 
purgative  lavements,  and  towards  the  end  of  her  life  all  her 
limbs  were  covered  with  sinapisms. 

"  Mr.  Lenoir,  who  saw  the  patient,  did  not  deem  it  operable. 

"  The  examination!  of  the  cadaver  did  not  reveal  anv  other 
lesion  than  the  one  sp)ken  of.  The  thyn)id  body  had  acquired 
verv  nearlv  the  volume  of  a  human  brain,  including  the  two 
pneumogjistri<;  nerves,  the  two  carotid  arteries  and  the  trachea. 
This  mass  was  divided  in  three  lobes,  of  which  two  <>nly  had 
appeaixid  at  the  exterior,  alth<nigh  the  middle  lobe  was  situated 
beween  them  ;  but  it  was  smaller  than  the  others.  Behind  the 
tumor,  the  trachea  was  found  flattened,  its  anterior  pi»sterior 
diameter  not  exceeding  3  millimetres,  its  bilateral  diameter  be- 
ing 2  centimetres.  This  flattening  commenced  below  the 
larynx,  and  was  prolonged  in  nearly  the  entire  length  of  the 
canal,  without  therc  being  the  slightest  trace  of  any  other  lesion 
upon  the  mucous  membrane.  Uj>on  the  sides  of  the  neck,  the 
two  carotids  and  the  pneumogastric  nerves  had  evidently  l)een 
com])ix»ssed  upon  the  apophyses  of  the  vertebne  by  the  weight 
of  the  lobes  of  the  tumor.  The  lungs  were  congested,  and  the 
bn)nchi  filled  with  frothy  material.  The  tissue  of  the  thyroid 
IkkIv,  similar  in  appearance  to  the  tissue  of  a  healthy  organ, 
did  not  differ  from  it  in  color,  in  density,  nor  in  volume,  but 
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in  a  series  of  details  which  were  made  apj)areiit  by  an  attentive 
analysis. 

**  In  the  normal  state  the  thyroid  inland  is  formed  bv  a  skeleton 
of  sli»xhtlv  dense  iibrous  tissne,  bv  which  are  formed  a  mnlti- 
plied  series  of  little  sjiaces  of  a  diameter  eqnivalent  to  one  or 
two  millimetres.  The  interior  surface  of  these  little  spaces  or 
cells  is  covered  bv  a  very  fine  ei)ithelium.     Tlie  interior  of  each 

ftf'  «^  X 

one  of  these  contains  an  alkaline  albuminous  liquid,  in  which 
swim  vesicules,  globules,  cellules  or  molecules,  perfectly  round- 
ed, nucleated,  or  non-nucleated.  The  (ronsistence  of  the  tumor 
mider  consideration  was  more  firm  than  in  the  ordinary  con- 
dition,  being  due  to  an  abundance  of  fibrous  tissue,  forming 
throughout  the  tumor  large,  thi(tk,  and  multiple  j)artition8, 
although  their  density  was  not  as  great  as  that  of  ordinary 
fibrous  tissue.  The  character  of  the  tissue  of  these  partitions 
w-as  much  that  which  is  attributed  to  fibrous  tissu .^ ;  it  was  re- 
presented by  a  series  of  rectilinear  elements,  some  of  which 
still  retaine<i  the  relief  of  a  nucleolus.  These  elements,  felted 
together  by  an  intimate  connningling,  formed  the  i)artition8 
and  the  (tontours  of  the  spaces,  whose  diameters  were  otherwise 
more  considerable  than  ordinary.  There  were  sjiaces,  in  fact, 
whose  breadth  was  in  several  points  more  than  three  centi- 
metres, and  in  other  ]X)ints  equal  to  three  or  two  millimetres, 
representing  a  series  of  intermediates,  varying  from  the  normal 
diameter  to  that  just  indicated.  The  walls  of  these  spaces  were 
whitish  and  pearlish ;  and  although  they  were  not  very  dense, 
they  were  in  reality  composed  of  fibrous  tissue  whose  characters 
the  microscope  revealed  very  clearly.  The  surface  of  the  little 
spaces  f<)rme<l  by  these  envelopes  of  fibrous  tissue  ai)peared  to 
be  covered  with  epithelium,  evidences  of  which  were  discover- 
ed mixed  with  the  globules  contained  in  each  space.  ]3ut  the 
larire  cavities  which  discriminated  it  innn  the  normal  state, 
di<l  not  contain  any  appearance  of  epithelial  cellules;  nothing 
else  was  encountered  but  a  series  of  transparent  granulations, 
spheroidal,  nucleated  or  non-nucleated,  such  as  are  ordinarily 
contained  in  the  normal  cellules  of  the  thyroid  Ixxly.  Except 
the  volume  ]>roduced  by  the  excessive  accumulation  of  the 
anatomic  elements  of  this  thyroid  body,  eveiytliing  about  it  then 
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was  similar  to  tliat  which  is  observed  in  an  ordinary  thvndd 
b(Klv.  Tlie  onlv  difference  was  chanicterized  hv  the  absence  of 
epitlieliuni  in  tlie  cavities  most  modiiied  in  appeamnce. 

'*  AVe  mi<^lit  then  be  authorized  to  consider  this  lesion  of  the 
thyi*<.)id  bodv  as  an  hvpei'tr<)phy  of  the  libi\)us  and  granulous 
elements  which  constitute  this  orgjin/' 

The  treatment  of  goitre  resolves  itself  into  constitutional  and 
IcKial.  Tt  is  only  in  recent  cases,  and  in  those  of  comj>aratively 
small  si/c,  that  treatment  can  be  employed  with  a  fair  pros- 
pect of  success. 

Operatic  HIS  of  various  kinds  have  been  performed  for  the 
destruction  or  removal  of  a  <rf>itrous  tumor;  but  althonirh  thev 
have  often  i)mved  successful,  they  are  not  to  be  resorted  to 
without  careful  consideration,  in  view  of  the  dani^ei-s  at- 
tending  the  oi)eration.  The  danger  arises  from  the  vascular 
condition  of  the  gland  itself;  the  natui*e  and  imixa-tance  of  its 
attachments,  which  may  involve  the  large  vessels  and  nerves  of 
the  neck  ;  and  the  comi>lications  which  may  arise  during  the 
coui*se  of  the  after-treatment.  Many  cases  of  death  have  l>een 
produced  by  operations  u|M)n  the  thyroid  gland  ;  some  of  them 
occurring  on  tlie  oj^erating-table.  For  this  reason,  all  surgeons 
appiH>ach  these  operations  hesitatingly;  while  some  surgeons, 
whose  authority  is  the  highest  in  the  estimation  of  their  priv 
fessional  brethren,  coiidenm  them  unhesitatingly. 

When  u:oitre  is  due  to  residence  in  a  certain  locality,  removal 
fn>m  that  locality  would  be  indicated  as  the  iii^st  step  towards  relief. 

The  liberal  use  of  iodi<lo  of  potassium,  internally  and  ex- 
ternally, has  l)een  often  effective  in  cases  of  soft  consistence 
and  uncomplicated,  even  when  of  consi<lerable  size.  Should, 
however,  the  internal  administration  of  this  remedy  interfere 
with  the  general  health,  it  must  be  suspended  for  a  time.  It 
has  been  intimated,  on  high  authority,  that  this  disturbance  of 
the  ireueral  health  is  not  alone  due  to  the  remedy  itself,  but  in 
great  part  to  the  rai>i<l  absor]>tion  of  the  constituents  of  tlie 
diminishiui]:  tumor.  Tf  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  lan'iix 
and  trachea  exist,  this  must  be  coml)ate(l  in  great  measure 
before  resorting  to  sj>ecific  treatment  for  the  goitre  itself,  inas- 
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much  as  tlie  constant  movement  of  tlie  gland  in  the  acts  of 
coughinfi^  is  unfavorahle  to  tlic  retrogression  of  the  tumor.  In 
tliese  cases  the  muriate  of  ammonia  is  indicated,  on  account  of 
its  favorahle  effectt  uj)on  inflammatory  conditions  of  the  air-pas- 
sages, as  well  as  for  its  value  in  the  al)sorj)tion  of  hyj>ertroj)hied 
tissue.  Various  other  remedies  than  those  mentioned  have  been 
reconnnendcd  in  the  treatment  of  goitre  ;  but  most  of  them  have 
been  selected  empiri(;ally,  and  do  not  appear  to  have  given  as 
much  satisfaction  in  general  as  the  employment  of  the  iodide 
of  {potassium,  or  the  nuiriate  of  ammonia. 

When  medicinal  treatment  failsin  the  diminutionof  the  tumor, 
electricity  often  offers  a  fair  prospect  of  success.  ('asi»s  are  on 
record  of  successful  electric  and  electi*(»lvtic  treatment  bv  va- 
rious  authorities,  abroad  and  in  this  countrv.  Two  successful 
cases  of  this  kind  occurred  in  the  author's  practice;  one  of 
several  yeai-s'  standing,  and  of  large  size,  in  a  young  man  who 
had  undergone  the  iodic  and  other  medicinal  treatment,  under  the 
care  of  comjK^tent  and  eminent  physicians,  for  three  or  four 
years,  l^oth  lobes  of  the  thyroid  were  enlarged,  one  uunv  than 
the  other.  Ek»ctrolytic  treatment  with  the  negative  pole  in- 
serted bv  a  needle  electrode  into  the  substance  of  the  tumor, 
with  the  positive  pole  applied  outside  by  means  of  a  large 
sponge,  caused  the  abs<>rption  of  this  tumor  in  a  few  weeks; 
but  five  ai>plications  being  necessary  for  the  purpose.  Four 
Bunsen  cells,  of  verv  lar<::e  size,  containiniic  a  tridlon  of  verv 
weak  solution  each,  were  used  in  this  case,  and  the  current  was 
passed  fnun  five  to  ten  nn'nutes  at  a  time. 

The  other  case  was  that  of  a  vouuij:  ladv  some  seventeen 
ycai^s  of  atro,  with  a  iroitre  of  verv  moderate  size  and  of  soft 
consistence,  which  began  to  appear  some  two  or  tbree  years 
before,  while  the  individual  was  in  Switzerland  on  a  visit.  In 
this  instance,  fifteen  snuill  Smee  cells  were  u.-ed  ;  ten  aj)j)lica- 
tions  being  recpiircd  for  the  complete  disa])pearan<-e  <»f  the  tu- 
mor, the  applications  being  made  twice  a  week  and  for  about 
ten  minutes  at  a  time.  In  neither  instance  was  the  [>ain  great; 
so  that  auivstliesia  wiis  not  requisite. 

In  one  other  case  of  innnense  cvstic^  iroitre,  sonir  little  favor- 
able  result  folk>wed  a  protracted  treatment  of  some  twenty  ap- 
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plications,  from  a  Smce's  battery  of  from  ten  to  twenty,  and,  on 
one  or  two  occasions,  thirty  small  cells;  the  nnmber  being  in- 
crejised  <lnring  the  application  according  to  the  effects  uyHm  the 
patient.  Circumstances  over  which  the  author  had  no  control, 
prevented  the  continuance  of  the  treatment. 

In  still  another  instance,  a  ])atient  with  a  goitre  the  size  of  a 
large  orange  was  being  treated  with  the  induced  current  for 
pamlysis  of  one  vocal  cord.  During  this  treatment  the  gr»itre 
diminished  considenibly  in  size,  and  tinally  disappeaiH?<l,  though 
the  ladv  had  been  encumbered  with  it  for  ten  or  twelve  vears. 

In  the  treatment  by  electrolysis,  there  was  always  a  gaseous 
swelling  j)r<»iluced  at  the  seat  of  punctui-e,  fi-om  the  develop- 
ment of  hydrogen  gas;  the  tissues  ai*ound  for  a  considerable 
distance  became  very  red,  and  presented  a  bruist»d  or  black 
and  blue  appearance,  tis  from  a  bl()W  of  the  fist,  for  a  day  or  two 
after;  and  a  little  eschar  was  formed  at  the  |H)int  of  jMmcture. 
Occasionally  a  drop  or  two  of  blcKnl  followed  the  withdrawal 
of  the  needle,  but  this  was  exceptional.  On  several  occasions 
vertigo,  and  on  one  occasion  8yn(!0]>e,  was  ])n)duced  during  the 
application.  No  internal  treatment  whatever  was  employed 
duriuii:  the  treatment  of  anv  of  these  cases.  In  the  case  of  the 
young  girl  albuled  to,  a  ])ag  t)f  small  shot  was  worn  n}K>n  the 
tumor  for  sevend  hours  every  day,  in  order  to  favor  abs<:)q)tion 
by  equable  compression. 

In  the  recent  works  on  electricity,  numy  cases  are  given  of 
the  cure  of  goitre  by  electricity;  and  Dr.  Althaus'  expi-esses 
the  belief  that  all  ca^es  of  bronchocele,  however  larire,  mav  be 
cured  by  electrolysis,  if  the  treatment  be  ]>ersevere<l  in  for  a 
sufli(;ient  time ;  the  cystic  variety  being  much  moi-e  raj>idly 
curable  with  it  than  the  solid. 

When  agoitnnistumor  is  not  amenable  ta  remedial  treatment, 
all  that  can  be  done  is  to  keep  the  health  of  the  patient  as  g<x)d 
as  possible,  avoiding  all  exertion  which,  by  inviting  blood  to  the 
part,  woul<l  facilitate  its  further  enlargement  (»r  bring  on  symp- 
toms of  (^impression  of  the  vessels  of  the  neck.  If  the  tumor 
enlarges  beneath  the  sterno-deido-mastoid  or  other  muscles,  and 


^  Medical  Electricity.     London  and  Philadelphia,  1870,  p.  643. 
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is  thereby  pressed  injuriously  upon  tlie  tracliea  and  ojsojJiagus, 
the  tension  may  sometimes  be  relieved  by  subcutaneous  division 
of  these  muscles. 

In  j)08t-8tcrnal  goitre,  pressing  upon  the  windpipe,  it  has  been 
recommended  tliat  efforts  be  made  to  raise  the  tumor  from  its 
bed  and  attach  it  to  the  integuments  above,  so  as  to  relieve  the 
pressm-e  upon  the  parts.  This  has  been  done  by  means  of  a  lig- 
ature passed  tlirougli  the  tumor,  by  which  it  is  kept  directly  un- 
der the  skin  at  the  uj>j)er  portion  of  the  neck,  and  then  adhesive 
inflannnation  is  induced,  by  the  formation  of  an  eschar  in  the 
integument  by  means  of  the  Vienna  jmste  or  some  other  caustic. 

When  the  dyspnoea  is  very  great,  relief  can  sometimes  be 
afforded  by  tracheotomy,  provided  the  comj)reSvsion  exist  at  the 
upper  portion  of  the  trachea,  a  point  which  can  be  determined 
in  some  cases  by  laryngoscopic  inspection,  as  well  as  by  external 
manipulation  of  the  growth.  Pressure  \\\K)U  the  nervous  trunks 
will  give  rise  to  dyspnoea,  giddiness,  and  other  symj)toms  pro- 
duced by  direct  pressure  upon  the  windpij)e  and  blood-vessels ; 
and  under  such  circumstances  tracheotomv  would  be  useless. 

Various  operations  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  cure  or  re- 
moval of  a  goitrous  tumor,  but  usually  they  have  been  performed 
more  for  relief  of  the  amioying  and  dangerous  symptoms  than 
on  account  of  the  deformity.  Those  cases  in  which  there  is  no 
immediate  danger  threatening  life,  are  usually  those  which  offer 
the  best  prospect  of  success  in  operating,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
a  severe  operation  be  justifiable  for  the  mere  relief  of  a  deform- 
ity. Halting  between  these  two  opinions,  surgeons  are  apt  to 
let  the  goitre  alone. 

Whatever  operation  be  performed,  there  is  great  danger  to 
life,  not  during  the  operation  itself,  though  death  has  occurred 
during  the  extirpation  of  these  tumors,  which  are  sometimes 
insepanibly  attached  to  artery,  vein,  and  nerve;  but  from  the 
excessive  reaction  that  follows,  reaction  which  sometimes  escapes 
control,  and  terminates  fatally  a  few  days  or  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards. Most  of  the  operations  are  adapted  to  the  cystic  form 
of  the  disease  especially. 

Ligation  of  the  base  of  the  gland  is  sometimes  practised,  usu- 
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ally  after  due  exposure  of  the  tumor  by  incision  through  the 
inte«:uincnt  and  careful  dissection :  but  occasionally  the  suben- 
taneous  lio;ature  has  ])een  employed.  The  ligature  is  tightened 
from  day  to  dav  until  there  is  eyidence  of  the  death  of  the  tu- 
mor,  when  it  is  remoyed  in  front  of  the  ligature,  or  cut  off  by 
tightening  the  ligature  still  further. 

Puncture  of  the  tumor  followed  by  the  injection  of  iodine, 
after  withdrawal  of  the  contents  of  a  cyst,  has  been  practised, 
the  trochar  or  the  knife  being  employed  according  to  the  fancy 
of  the  surgeon,  or  the  peculiarities  of  tlie  case. 

Incision  is  practised  by  diyiding  tlie  integument  for  the  length 
of  two  inclies  or  more,  in  the  middle  line,  if  the  tumor  is  in 
front ;  or  in  front  of  or  behind  the  sterno-cleido-mastoid,  if  the 
tumor  is  lateral.  Tlie  parts  being  freely  exposed  by  careful 
dissectic>n,  eycry  yessel  being  tied  as  soon  as  wounded,  before 
the  cyst  is  opened,  a  puncture  is  made  into  the  cyst,  and  the 
contents  allowed  to  drain  off  slowly.  When  this  has  been  ac- 
complished,  the  ojuMiing  in  the  cyst  is  enlarged  to  the  extent 
of  an  inch  or  moix?,  or  to  that  of  the  external  wound,  and  the 
edges  are  kept  sej>aratcd  by  a  strij>  of  oiled  lint.  Suppuration 
occurs  as  a  result  of  the  inflammation  induced,  and  its  pro- 
du(rt.s  escai)e  readily  by  the  external  opening. 

Excision  consists  in  making  the  incision  through  the  integu- 
ments as  in  the  operation  last  described,  and  then  incising  tJie 
cyst  so  as  to  ir^t  rid  of  its  contents ;  after  w^hich  the  edijes  of  the 
cyst  are  excised  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  as  the  case  may  be. 
This  is  a  more  serious  opemtion  than  incision,  and  much  more 
apt  to  be  attended  with  hemorrhage,  and  followed  by  serious 
results. 

The  introduction  of  a  seton,  either  thmugh  skin  and  tumor, 
or  through  the  tumor  only,  after  division  of  the  skin,  has  been 
practised  with  success;  but  the  treatment  is  yeiy  protracted, 
and  not  devoid  of  the  unpleasant  results  that  follow  the  other 
operations.  AVhcre  the  seton  is  thrust  through  the  skin,  it  is 
recommended  that  it  be  a  silken  thread  ])assed  by  means  of  a 
large  needle  instead  of  a  regular  seton  lancet,  as  pivsenting 
less  dan<i:cr  of  iKMiiorrlinire.  Additional  thi'eads  unw  be  intro- 
duced  as  the  case  j)rogresses. 
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Ligation  of  the  tliyi-oid  arteries  has  been  employed.  These 
arteries  sometimes  acquire  the  bulk  of  the  eaix)ti(ls,  and  it  has 
been  thought  that  starvation  of  the  tumor,  by  their  ligation, 
would  deprive  it  of  nutriment  and  thus  induce  absoq)tion. 
This  method  has  no  doubt  been  successful  in  some  instances,  but 
in  others  it  has  not  proved  of  any  benefit,  in  consequence  of 
the  prompt  establishment  of  the  collateral  circulation. 

Extiq>ation  of  the  tumor  by  the  knife  is  sometimes  enqJoyed, 
and  has  often  been  practised  with  success ;  though  the  operation 
is,  as  a  rule,  condemned.  Small  tumors  with  but  few  attach- 
ments are  removed  readily  enough,  but  large  ones  with  exten- 
sive attachments  present  many  difficulties.  Operations  of  this 
kind  should  be  performed  slowly  and  cautiously,  the  fingers  and 
knife-handle  being  used  in  the  dissection ;  and  nothing  im|X)r- 
tant  should  be  cut  without  being  first  secured  by  ligature.  In 
this  way  large  tumors  have  been  successfully  removed  with 
comparatively  little  hemorrhage.  The  names  of  several  Amer- 
ican surgeons,  especially  those  of  the  two  Warrens  of  IJoston, 
are  favoi*ably  knowoi  in  connection  with  this  operation.  I  have 
witnessed  one  or  two  successes  inuler  the  hands  of  Pn>f.  Pan- 
coast,  and  one,  very  remarkable,  under  the  hands  of  Dr.  Maury 
of  Philadelphia.* 

AFFfxrrioxs  of  the  thymus  gland. 

Affections  of  the  thymus  gland  are  not  of  frequent  occur- 
rence. The  number  of  lobes  of  the  gland  is  sometimes  found 
increased  ;  and  there  has  occasionally  been  noticed  a  marked 
diminution  of  the  size  of  the  gland,  or  even  its  entire  absence. 

Thymitis. — Inflannnation  of  the  thymus  gland  has  been 
occasionallv  met  with  and  reco<rnized.  There  is  reiuson  to  be- 
lieve  that  it  sometimes  occurs  unrecognized.  Cases  of  unac- 
counted-for death  have  been  found,  on  dissection,  to  have  l>eeu 
due  to  purulent  inflammation  of  this  gland.  Some  observer* 
believe  that  the  so-called  examples  of  acute  purulent  inflamma- 
tion have  been  due  to  the  suppuration  of  masses  of  tubercles 
which  have  had  this  seat  of  dejxwit.     That  acute  thymitis  does 


*  Photo^raphical  Ile>'iew  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.     Phila.  :  Dec.  1871. 
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occur,  however,  there  is  sufficient  evidence,  though  the  recorded 
cases  are  few  in  number. 

Dr.  Allan  Bums'  mentions  a  case  of  abscess  of  the  thymus 
gland,  with  discharge  of  its  contents  externally.  An  ulcer 
formed  externally,  from  which  the  patient  drew  out  from  be- 
tween the  laminie  of  the  mediastinum  a  portion  of  lymphatic 
6ubstan(!e  about  three  inches  in  length.  A  verj'  curious  physico- 
physiological  fact  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  case,  and 
which  has  some  bearing  upon  the  mechanism  of  the  respiration. 
When  cicatrization  t>f  the  wound  was  completed,  it  was  found 
that  the  trachea,  the  innominate  artery,  and  the  thyroid  bi-anch 
of  the  lower  thyroid  artery  were  covered  merely  by  a  thin  pellicle 
of  skin,  a  covering  insufficient  to  prevent  the  external  pressure 
of  the  air  upon  the  trachea,  and  producing  a  penuanent  diffi- 
culty in  breathing,  fn)m  sinking  in  of  the  trachea  above  the 
sternum  at  each  deep  inspiration. 

A  ca;>e  of  distinct  thymitis  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Chas.  A.  Lee  * 
as  having  occurred  in  his  own  practice,  and  in  which  the  gland 
suppurated  and  discharged  externally  ;  and  a  case  of  acute 
inflammation  is  re}X)rted  by  von  Wittich.* 

Hypertrophy  of  the  Thymus  Gland. — The  thymus  gland 
occasionally  undergoes  hypertrophy ;  but  its  normal  size  varies 
between  su6h  limits  that  enlargement  is  often  erroiieously  sup- 
posed to  exist.  In  the  earlier  part  of  the  present  century,  the 
subject  of  hypertrophy  of  the  thymus  gland  strongly  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  pi'ofession.  It  was  believed  by  many  to  be 
the  chief  cause  of  the  laryngismus  stridulus  of  infants,  from 
pressui-e  of  the  enlarged  gland  uj>on  the  pneumogastric  nerve,  or 
on  the  recurrent  laryngeal,  or  from  pressure  upon  the  trachea,  or 
on  the  great  vessels.  The  affection  acquired  the  cognomen  of 
thymic  asthma,  and  was  also  known  as  Kopp's  asthma,  in  compli- 
ment to  the  man  who  most  enthusiastically  developed  tlie  idea 
then  j)revalent  of  the  pathology  of  the  affection.     Subsequent 

'  On  the  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the  Head  and  Neck.  Second  Edit.  Glasgow, 
1824,  p.  20. 

'  On  the  Thymus  Gland ;  its  morbid  Affections,  and  the  Diseases  which  arise 
from  its  abnormal  Enlargement.     Anier.  Jour,  Med.  Sd.^  Jan.  1842,  p.  140. 

*  Hypertrophic  und  theilweise  Yereiterong  der  Thymusdrilse.  Virchow,  Arch. 
1855,  viii.  4. 
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experience  proved  that  the  premises  were  false  on  wliich  these 
conclusions  were  based.  It  was  found  tliat  many  children  per- 
ished of  thymic  asthma,  without  any  post-mortem  evidence  of 
enlargement  of  the  gland ;  that  in  some  of  the  fatal  cases  the 
gland  was  actually  atrophied,  or  at  least  smaller  than  is  usual ; 
and  that  a  few  rare  but  undoubted  cases  of  enlargement  were 
not  productive  of  the  asthmatic  jJicnomena.  These  demon- 
strations, and  the  fact  that  the  pressure  from  a  tmnor  ought  to 
induce  constant  disturbances  of  respiration  rather  than  inter- 
mittent and  spasmodic  manifestations,  gradually  led  to  the  re- 
jection of  the  theorj'  of  Kopp  and  his  supporters. 

On  one  occasion,  while  operating  on  a  child  some  six  or  seven 
years  of  age,  for  removal  of  foreign  bcniy  from  the  windpipe, 
I  was  somewhat  embarrassed  by  this  gland,  which  projected 
upwards  into  the  wound. 

Degenerations  of  the  Thymus  Gland  are  also  occasionally  ' 
met  with.     Cases  liave  been  reported  of  calcareous,  tuberculous, 
and  cancerous  degeneration. 

Sir  Astley  Cooj^er*  relates  the  case  of  a  young  woman,  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  who  suffered  from  severe  dyspna^a  consequent 
uix)n  the  sudden  increase  of  a  swelling  of  several  years'  duration 
at  the  inferior  portion  of  the  neck,  and  supposed  to  be  composed 
of  enlarged  lymphatic  glands.  The  patient  died  at  the  end  of 
a  fortnight,  worn  out  by  the  irritation  excited  by  the  difficulty 
in  respiration.  On  examination  of  tlie  body  it  was  found  that 
the  disease  was  situated  in  the  thymus  gland ;  the  swelling  ex- 
tending from  the  arch  of  the  aorta  to  tlie  lower  part  of  the 
thyroid  gland,  which  was  also  considerably  enlarged.  The  thy- 
mus appeared  of  a  yellowish- white  color,  and  was  divided  into 
several  large  lobes.  It  projected  into  the  innominate  vein,  and 
its  reticular  structure,  on  incision,  was  found  to  be  filled  with 
a  white  pnlpy  material.  The  trachea  was  involved  in  the  tu- 
mor and  its  sides  were  compressed  by  it,  so  that  its  transverse 
diameter  was  somewhat  diminished. 

But  little  is  known  concerning  diseases  of  the  thymus  gland, 
and  their  pathology  is  obscure,  except  j^erhaps  in  those  instances 


>  The  Anatomy  of  the  Thjmus  Gland.     Phila..edit,  1845,  p.  85. 
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where  turberculous  degeneration  occurs  as  an  expression  of  the 
general  state  of  system  in  certain  subjects  of  phthisis. 

No  special  treatment  can  be  laid  down  for  these  affections. 
They  must  be  managed  upon  general  principles,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  such  measures  as  tend  to  improve  and  maintain 
the  general  well-being  of  the  entire  system.  As  most  of  these 
affections  necessarily  occur  at  an  early  age,  tlie  resort  to  reme- 
dies usually  employed  for  the  reduction  of  enlarged  glands  can 
rarely  be  advisable. 

The  question  of  an  operation  for  removal  of  the  gland  may 
sometimes  come  up,  but  the  judiciousness  of  the  course  must 
rest  on  the  general  principles  of  legitimate  surgerj'.  The  ex- 
tirpation of  the  gland,  under  certain  circumstances,  was  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  Allan  Burns,  but  there  are  obvious  reasons  why 
such  a  procedure  should  not  be  determined  on  hastily,  or  un- 
dertaken except  as  an  extreme  measure. 

"  Tlie  state  of  the  thvmus  attracted  the  attention  of  Dubois 
in  1851.  lie  observed  in  syphilitic  children  a  condition  of  the 
thymus  that  has  since  been  described  by  DepauP  and  Wedl,* 
though  it  is  not  yet  clear  how  far  syphilis  is  concerned  in  its 
production.  Collections  of  diffluent  matter,  which  may  be  as 
fluid  as  pus,  or  semi-solid,  are  scattered  through  the  interior  of 
the  organ.  Hence,  probably,  a  process  of  a  gummy  kind  pix)- 
duces  these  dense,  opaque,  yellow  collections.  The  true  nature 
of  the  affection  is  still  uncertain.  Commonlv,  no  alteration  of 
any  kind  is  found  in  the  thymus.' 
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>  MhrwireB  de  VAcadeynie  de  Mededne,  t,  rvii  1853,  p.  563. 

'  Pathological  Histology. 

'  Syphilis  and  local  contagious  Disordeis.     London,  1868,  p.  236. 
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AB8CE8& — Abscess,  in  a  case  of  cynanche  tonsillariB;  extended  alongside  of 
larynx,  denuding  hyoid  bone,  etc.  Death  from  hemorrhage.  Wat- 
son (Mfid.  Gaz.,  Jan.,  1829).     Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  iv.  p.  492. 

Another  case.    Webber,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.j  yii.  p.  415. 

of  pharynx.     Priou  {Rev.  Med.y  April,  1830),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  vii, 

p.  250. 

LocKHEAD,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  January,  1856,  p.  212. 

>—  of  nasal  septum  in  children.     Guebsakt,  La  Chirurgie  de$  Enfants, 

Paris,  1864,  47. 
Retro-pharyngeal  abscess.    Oha&  M.  Allin,  H.    T.  Jour.  Med.,  Nov. 

ia51,  p.  307  et  seq.     (58  Cases. ) 

of  pharynx.     Bourneville,  Mouvemmt.  Med.,  1868,  No.  9. 

Retro-pharyngeal  abscess.    Des  abc^s  retro-pharyngiens  idiopathiques, 

on  de  Tangine  phlegmoneuse.     V.  Gautier,  Gendve  et  B&le.  1869. 

with  rupture  of   internal  carotid  artery.      Leishmann,   Glasgow  Med. 

Jour.,  Nos.  1,  3,  p.  405,  May. 

Post-oesophageal  abscess   with   secondary  disease  of  cricoid  cartilage. 

Mackenzie.     Trans.  Path.  Soc.    London,  xxl,  1870,  p.  56. 

of  thyroid  body,, bursting  into  trachea.  Jones,  Liverpool  Med.  dk  Surg. 

Rep.,  1869,  p.  133. 

Laryngeal  abscess.     Tobold,  Berl.  Klin.  Woeh.,  1864,  1,  4. 

Abscesses  of  the  larynx.     Gottstein,  BerL  Klin.  Woeh.,  1866,  iii,  4,  4. 

Laryngeal  abscess  with  consecutive  oedema  of  the  glottis,  during  conva- 

lescence from  typhoid  fever.    De  Lacaubsade,  Gae.  d^  hop.,  1866, 
116. 

Inflammation  of  larynx  with  abscesses.     Paralysis  of  vocal  cords.     Re- 

covery.    Marcet  and  Hillbcan,  Lancet,  11,  24  December,  1868. 
Anatomy. — Hyo-epiglottideus  muscle.    Am.  Jour.  Med.  SeLy  vol.  v.,  p.  475. 
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Anatomy. — Nasal  mucous  membrane.     Das  Epithelium  der  Riechschleimhaut 
des  Menschen.    voN  LuscnKA,  Med.  CentralbiUitt^  1864,  No.  22. 

Eine  quere  Schleimhautfalte  in  der  KehlkopfhOhle.     ^U-Bericht  der 

^^  k.  Akad.  d.  WiM.     October,  1865,  p.  279. 

Superior  constrictor  muscle  of  the  pharynx.     voN  Luschka,  Herden- 

Pfeufen  Zeitsch.,  xxxl,  p.  364, 1867.     See  also  SehmidVsJahrb.,  1867, 
142,  1,  p.  6.     Der  obere  Schniirer  des  menschlichen  Schlundkopfes. 
Die  Anatomie  des  menschlichen  Kopfes.   ton  Luschka,  Tubingen,  1867. 

Die  Anatomie  des  menschlichen  Halses.    von  Luschka,  Tubingen,  1862. 

Der  Schlundkopf  des  Menschen.     ton  Luschka,  Tubingen,  1868. 

Beittiigo  zur  Kenntniss  des  Kehlkopfes  und  der  Trachea.    yEB80N,'Wien, 

1868. 

Zur  Anatomie  des  Kehlkopfes  und  dessen   Nachbarschaft      Gruber, 

Arch.  f.  Anat.  Phys.  u.  Wiss.  Med.,  1868,  p.  640.  Special  points.  1. 
Lig.  hyo-thyxoideum  aocessorinm;  2,  m.  m.  thjroidei  marginales 
inferiores,  a,  incisursB  medias  transYerBus,.6,  incisune  mediss  obliquus ; 
3,  m.  kerato-aiytenoideus ;  4,  varieties,  of  m.  thyreo-trachealis,  and 
of  m.  hjo-trachealis. 

Ueber  die  Vertheilung  des  Muskeln  des  (Esophagus  beim  Menschen  und 

Hunde.     Klein,  AUg.  Med.  C.  Ztg.,  December  2,  1868. 

Thyro-hyoid  muscle.     Geo.  Buchanan,  Jaurn.  AjuU.  ilb  PhysioL,  Nov. 

1868,  p.  255. 

Hyo-  and  genio-epiglottic  muscle.     voN  Luschka,   AreAiv  fur  Anat. 

Physiol.,  etc.,  1868,  p.  224.  Also  a  r6sum6  in  JSchmidVs  Jahrb.,  1869, 
141,  2,  p.  253. 

Ueber  den  Canalis  cranio-phaiyngeus  am   Schadel  des  Neugebomen. 

Landzert  {Petersburg.  Med.  Zeitschr.,  xiv.,  3  and  4,  1868,  p.  133), 
tSchmidVs  Jahrb.,  1869.  Bd.  152,  No.  1,  p.  11.  Read  in  connection 
with  Luschka  on  adenoid  tissue  of  pharynx,  about  the  bursa  pharyngea. 

On  the  structure  of  the  pituitary  gland.    Peremeschka  ( Vtrchow  Arch.), 

Gaz.  Med.  Paris,  1869,  No.  13,  p.  171. 

Adenoid  tissue  at  vault  of  pharynx.     Sur  le  tissue  adenoide  de  la  partie 

nasale  du  pharynx  de  Thomme.  voN  Luschka,  J&urnal  de  S* Anato- 
mie, etc..  May  and  June,  1869,  p.  225,  with  3  illustrations.  Author 
refers  to  his  work,  ^'Der  Schlundkopf  der  Menschen,**  Tubingen, 
1868.  Also  to  an  article  from  his  pen,  ^^Das  Adenoide  Gewebe  der 
Pars  nasalisdes  menschlichen  Schlundkopfes,*** in  Arch,  fur  Mikrosko- 
piscfie  Anatomie,  1868,  vol.  iv.,  pi  1.  This  article  is  followed  by  a 
note  from  Robtn  referring  to  his  own  account  of  the  same  tissue  in 
the  Dictionnaire  de  M^ecine  of  Nysten,  article  pharynx,  second  edit., 
1855,  and  subsequent  editions.  \ 

On  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cavity  of  the  larynx.     voN  Luschka, 

Arch,  far  mikroskop.  Anat.,  t.  v.,  1,  1869,  p.  126.  SckmuWs  Jahrb., 
t.  V.  4,  1869,  p.  142.     Gaz.  Ilebd.,  1869,  24,  p.  382. 

Beitrage  zur  Kenntniss  der  Nerven-,  Blut-  und  LymphgefSsse  der  Kehl- 

kopfschleimhaut.     Arch,  far  mikroskop.  Anat.,  1871,  vii,  2,  p.  166. 
Der  Kehlkopf  des  Menschen.     H.  von  Luschka,  Tubingen,  1871. 
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Anatomt. — TJeber  die  acinoBen  Drlisen  der  Schleimhiiate,  insbesondere  der 
Nasenschleimhaut,  Ant.  HEiDENiiEnf.     Breslau,  1871. 

Aneurism. — Of  transverse  part  of  arch  of  the  aorta,  size  of  an  orange  ;  left 
pneumogastric  in  front  somewhat  flattened  by  the  pressure,  the  re- 
current passed  behind.  Aneurism  had  opened  into  oesophagus,  and 
the  stomach  was  filled  with  blood.  J.  H.,  sot.  31,  a  hawker,  intem- 
perate, had  experienced  stoppage  in  throat  and  loss  of  voice  for  seven 
weeks  before  admission,  June  16th,  1868;  and  for  eight  days  had 
had  difficulty  in  swallowing  solida     Died  June  30th,  1863. 

Of  aorta;  producing  aphonia.     Flint,  Medical  Jiecoi'd,  vol.  3,  p.  355. 

Opening  into  left  bronchus,  avoiding  the  left  recurrent  nerve,  wholly 

'  without  spasmodic  symptoms. 

Of  aorta  ;   tracheotomy ;    terminated  three  days  ^fter  by  rupture  into 

trachea.  Gumming,  Dttb.  Quart.  Jour.,  May,  1868.  Suffocation  was 
imminent,  from  compression  of  trachea  and  tension  of  recurrent 
laryngeal  nerves. 

Abdominal ;  inducing  aphonia,  cough,  dyspncca,  etc.    Aphonia  due  to 

cedematous  condition  of  vocal  cords.  Aphonia  was  temporaiy  and 
recurrent.  Cough  dry,  barking  and  spasmodic.  W.  MooKE.  Dublin 
Quart.  Jwr.,  August,  1869,  p.  13. 
Of  aorta.  Two  cases  causing  pressure  on  left  recurrent  nerve  and  pa- 
ralysis of  muscles  of  larynx.  Morell-Mackenzie.  Remarks  of  Dr. 
C.  J.  B.  Williams.  Sibson  (case  reported  in  Path.  So.  Trans.)  Path. 
So.,  April  19,  1870.     Med.  Times  A  Oaz.,  June  4,  1870,  p.  620. 

Case  opening  into  trachea.     Tracheotomy.     Autopsy.     T.  A.  Barker, 

St.  Tliomas  HonpiUd  Reports,  1870,  p.  331.  Some  account  of  three 
other  cases  producing  constriction  of  glottis,  where  tracheotomy  pro- 
longed life,  but  only  for  a  few  hours. 

Of  aorta ;  implicating,  in  its  pressure,  the  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve,  the 

oesophagus,  the  right  bronchus,  and  the  sympathetic  nerve  of  the 
right  side,  which  was  irritated  but  not  paralyzed  ;  the  right  puinl  was 
consequently  dilated,  not  contracted.  Stewart,  Edinb.  Med.  Jour. , 
December,  1870,  p.  555. 

Two  cases  of  arch  of  aorta  involving  pressure  on  left  recurrent  lar^'ngeal 

nerve.    Mackenzie,  Trans.  Path,  So.  Ijondon,  xxi.,  1870,  p.  129. 

Of  arch  of  aorta,  proving  fatal  by  pressure  on  left  recurrent  nerve  ; 

irregfular  origin  of  the  largo  vessels.  Peacock,  with  lithograph. 
Trans.  Path.  So.  London^  xxi.,  1870,  p.  134. 

The  diagnosis  of  aneurism  of  the  aorta  by  the  aid  of  the  laryngoscope. 

Johnson,  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  December  23,  1871,  p.  720. 
Anosmia. — Loss  of  smell  from  local  etherization  in  performing  of  experiments. 
A  case  in  VircJi.  Arch.,  iv.,  41,  1867.    Syd.  So.  Bienn.  lieirrMtp.,  1867-8. 

Cases  illustrating  the  physiology  and  pathology  of  the  sense  of  smell. 

Ogle,  Med.  Chir.  Trans.,  London,  1870,  p.  263,  with  several  other 
references.     Abstract  in  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  February  12,  1870,  p.  66. 

Recherchcs  sur  la  perte  de  Todorat.     Notta,  Arch.   Gen.,  April,  1870,  * 

p.  388. 
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Anosmia. — Case  of,  occurring  after  a  blow  on  the  pocipat     Hamtlton,  Am. 

Journ.  Med.  8ei.^  April,  1871,  p.  418;  refers  to  case  in  same  journal, 

April,  1870,  p.  537. 
Aphonia. — Curious  case  produced  by  fright,  in  a  woman  at  seventh  month  of 

pregnancy.     BonriN,  Am.  Jour,  Med.  Sd.^  vol.  vi,.p.  220. 
Intermittent     Rennes  {Arch,  Gen.,  June,  1829),  Am,  Jour,  Med.  Sd., 

vol.  vi.,  p.  222. 

Intermittent     30  years'  duration.     Olliyieb  {Arek.  Gen.,  June,  1829), 

Am.  Jour.  Med.  Science^  vol.  vi.,  p.  222. 

from  bayonet  wound  of  pharynx ;   pressure  of  retained  point  on  laryngeal 

br^ch  of  par  vagum.  Instantaneous  restoration  of  voice  on  removaL 
Larret  (Case  IV.),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  vol.  viiL,  p.  514.  See  Case 
v.,  ibid.,  Tracheotomy,  death. 

Loss  of  voice  from  inclusion  of  the  par  vagum  in  a  ligature  of  the  carotid 

artery  in  a  case  of  attempted  suicide.  Horner,  Am.  Jour.  Med. 
Set.,  vol.  X.,  p.  408. 

Cases  dependent  on  an  affection  of  the  head.     Webster  {London  Med. 

d:  Phys.  Jour.,  Oct.,  1832),  Am,  Jour.  Med.  ScL,  vol.  xiL,  p.  221. 

Case  of  cure  by  smoking  mercurial  cigarettes.     Nevins,  Am.  Jour.  Med. 

.SW:,  April,  1859,  p.  541. 

Studien  und  Beobachtungen  Hber  Stimmband-Lohmung.     Gebhabdt, 

Berlin,  1863. 

Following  phrenesia  potatorum.    Deutsche  KUnik,  1866«  p.  56. 

in  Bright's  disease.     Waldenburg,  Beuteehe  KUtiik,  1866,  p.  214. 

Simulating  laryngeal  phthisis.     Cure  by  galvanisnL     This  power  of  re- 

storation of  voice  explains  the  pretended  cures  of  laryngeal  phthisis. 

Krisiiaber,  0(iz.  hebd.,  1868,  No.  42,  p.  661. 
Electro-puncture  in  obstinate  cases.     Mackenzie.     See  an  article  in 

The  PractUioner  for  March,  1869,  p.  148. 
from  laryngeal  paralysis.     Mackenzie,  Med.  Times  dk  Oaz.,  April  3, 

1869,  p.  356. 
from  paralysis  of  cords.     Knight,  Boston  Med.  dk  Surg.  Jour. ,  Feb.  25, 

1809. 

Etudes  m^dicales  sur  le  Mont-Dor^.    Neuvieme  m^moire  de  la  cure  ther- 

male  du  Mont-Dor6  dans  le  traitement  des  affections  chroniques  dn 
larynx  et  en  particulier  de  Taphonie.     G.  Richelot,  Paris,  1869. 

Treated  by  Galvanism.     Marcet  (Trans.  CUn.  So.  London,  1868),  Am. 

Jour.  Med  -Set.,  Oct,  1869,  p.  472. 

Chief  causes  of  hoarseness  and  aphonia,  with  hints  on  treatment     Geo. 

Johnson,  Med.  Times  cfc  Gaz. ,  Jan.  15,  1870,  p.  60. 

Treatment  by  external  manipulation.    .Cases,  etc.    Oliver,  Am,  Jour. 

Med.  Sci.,  April,  1870,  p.  305. 

from  blow  upon  larynx.     Le  Gros  Clark's  Lectures  on  Surgical  Diagno- 

sis, 1870,  p.  229. 
Alum. — Insufflation  of,  in  angina  tonsillaris,  variolous  angina  and  oedema  of 
the  glottis.     LiENNEC  {Rev.  Med.,  Oct,  1825),  Am,  Jour,  Med,  Sci., 
voL  iv. ,  p.  500. 
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Alum. — Lozenges  of,  instead  of  gargles,  in  throat  affections ;  made  np  with 
'  sugar,  tragacanth,  and  dilate  laurel-water.  Am,  Jour.  Med,  Set., 
Jan.,  1860,  p.  219. 

Cancer. — Cancer  du  larynx.     Arch.  Gen,,  1870,  p.  234. 

of  laiynx.     Rob^t  Hamilton  says  there  are  no  distingoishing  oharacters 

to  enable  one  to  pronounce  at  once  upon  the  nature  of  the  growth  in 
the  soft  ulcerative  forms  of  cancer,  such  as  of  the  uterus,  pharynx, 
etc.  Illustrated  by  specimens  of  tongue,  larynx,  etc.  Liverpool  Med. 
dk  Surg.  Bep,,  October,  1870.     Ranking*^  AM.^  January,  1871. 

Primary  cancer  of  larynx.     Debormeaux  {Qaz.  hebd.,  1870,  No.  28), 

Banking* $  Ahst.^  January,  1871,  p.  189. 

Carotid. — Ulceration  of  carotid  artery  from  cervical  tumor.  Addnite  sup- 
pur6e  du  cou.  Ulceration  de  la  carotide  primitive  et  de  la  carotide 
exteme.  Hemorrhagic.  Mort  VERNEUiLfor  Dauy&,  Ga^.  (2«9/^/>p., 
August  30,  1870,  p.  388. 

Cartilage. — Cartilaginous  tubes.  Le  role  physiologfique  des  tubes  cartila- 
gineux ;  trach^e-artcre,  trompe  d^Eustache,  et  portion  cartilagineuse 
du  conduit  auditif.  Prat.  Qaz,  hebd.,  1869,  No.  6,  p.  93.  Qaz.  Med, 
Paris,  1869,  No.  11,  p.  139.     La  France  Med.,  1869,  No.  10,  p.  76. 

Cicatrization  des  cartilages.     Regenerations  animales ;  Leoros,  Experi- 

ments on  trachea  of  animals,  etc.     Qaz,  Med.  Paris,  1869,  No.  6,  p.  75. 

Fibroid  degeneration  of  cartilages  of  larynx.     Mackenzie,  Trans.  Path, 

So.  London,  xxi.,  1870,  58,  illustrated. 
Catheterization. — Catheterism    of  larynx.      Ud^er   d,   Katheterismus   d. 

Larynx.    Weinleichner,  Jahrb.  f.  Kinderkr.,  N.  F.  iv.,  1,  p.  69. 
Catarrh. — Catarrh  des  Larynx  als  Symptom  des  chronischen  Morbus  Brightii. 

Schuster,  Deutsche  KUnik,  1866,  p.  186. 

Laryngeal.     Treatment  of,  Gerhardt  ;   V  Union  Med.  de  la  Qironde, 

1867,  p.  534. 

Rhinitis.    Ueber  chronischer  Rhinitis  und  Folgen  derselben.     Uhlen- 

BROCK,  Deutsche  KUnik,  1869,  pp.  193,  213,  232. 

Chronischer  Rachenkatarrh ;  Schlingbeschwerden  in  Folge  von  Parese 

des  Gaumensegels ;  Heilung  durch  den  Liductions-Strom.  Hofman, 
MemoraMUen,  xiv.,  8,  1869. 

Of  the  form  known  as  Hay  Asthma.    Bmz  publishes  a  letter  from  Helm- 

HOLZ,  as  to  the  value  of  local  injections  of  muriate  of  quinia.  Prac- 
titioner, November,  1869. 

-  Notes  of  a  lecture  on  Hay  Fever.     Thompson,  Brit.  Med.  Journ,,  Janu- 

ary 21,  1871,  p.  58. 
Cleft -Pal  ATE.— StapLylorraphy.    Warren,  Am.  Jour,  Med.  Sd.,  iii,  p.  1. 

Staphylorraphy.     Dieffenbach,  Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sd.,  iii.,  p.  471. 

Staphylorraphy.     Case  followed  by  death.     Angina  said  to  be  a  common 

sequel.  Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sd,,  vii,  p.  545. 

Staphylorraphy.     HosACK,  Am.  Jour,  Med.  Sd.,  xii.,  p.  556. 

Uranoplasty.     Hermann,  Qaz.  Med.  Paris,  1867,  p.  782. 

Staphylorraphy.    Influence  of  vocal  exerdaes  on  the  results  of .    Trelat. 

Oaz.hedd.,im'7,p.  125. 
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Cleft-Palate.— Sarazin.     Oaz.  Med,  Stragbourg,  1868,  p.  225. 

Uranoplasty.     EniiMAifN,  Considerations   pratiques    sur  ruiBnoplastie, 

Gaz.  Med,  Stranbaitrg,  1868,  p.  21. 

Uzanoplastj.    Billroth's  case,  Woeh.  k.  k.  Gaz.  Wien,  1868,  p.  417. 

Uranoplasty.      Heibero,    Fall  von    Uranoplastik  a.   Staphylorraphie, 

Nor»k.  Mag.,  2.  R.  xxii.,  7,  Ges.  Bern,  p.  172. 

Uranoplasty.     WurTEiiEAD,  Am.  J<Air.  Med.  JSd.,  July,  1868,  Oct,  1868. 

Uranoplasty.     Beitrage  sur  Uranoplastik,  Brtk,   of  Krakau  {Oeiterr. 

ZeiUch.  f.  prakt.  HeOk.,  xiv.,  1,  2,  3,  4,  7,  and  8,  1868),  Schmidti 
Jahrb,,  1869,  Bd.  142,  No.  1,  p.  74. 

Cure  of,  in  children  by  operation,  with  description  of  an  instrament  for 

facilitating  the  operation.  Ssfrrn,  Am.  Jour,  Med.  Sd, ,  April,  1868, 
p.  541. 

Restoration  of  articulation  in.  by  artificial  palates.     SuERSEN,   Med. 

Tim(4  and  Gaz.,  Jan.  16,  1869,  p.  75. 

Observations  on  the  operations  for,  with  cases.     Annakdale,  Edinb. 

Med.  Jour.,  April,  1869,  p.  869. 

Suigical  treatment  of  cleft  of  hard  palate,  with  cases.     Whttehead,  3^. 

r.  Med.  Jour.,  April,  1869,  p.  1. 

Operation  for,  on  a  girl  five  years  of  age.    Adams,  Lancet,  June  12, 1869. 

Cigarettes. — Mercurial.      Formula  for.     Nevius,   Am.   Jour.   Med.   Sd., 

April,  1869,  p.  539.     Their  use  in  aphonia,  diseases  of  nasal  passages, 
frontal  sinuses,  etc. 
CoRYZ A.— Inhalation  of  fumes  of  opium  in.    Am,  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  July,  1855, 
p.  207. 

Glycerine  in.     Stille's,  Therapeutics,  1868,  voL  i,  p.  133. 

Camphorated  and  etherixed  vapors  of  tar  in.     La  Tribune  Mid.,  1868, 

p  571. 

of  children.     SnioN,  On  Coryza  and  the  Catarrh  of  children.     Journ.  f. 

Kinderkr.,  11  [xxvi.,  11  and  12J,  p.  337,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1868. 

Inhalation  of  Sulphur  in,  spoken  of  by  Avioenna,  ^'restringit  coiyzam 

Buffumigatio/'  PoniAM,  On  the  Employment  by  the  ancients  of  the 
vapors  of  sulphur  as  a  disinfecting  and  curative  agent.  Dub,  Quart. 
Jour.  Med.  JSci.,  May,  1869,  p.  489. 

>  Mittel  gegen  den  Bchnupfen.     von  Hager,  Morphia  .£ther  pioeo-cam* 

phoratus,  seu  Tinctura  antecoryzea  spirabilis  {Pharmae,  CtfUr,  EaUe 
f.  Dent.,  1808),  Mem^mtbiUm,  May  31,  1869,  p.  44. 

Syphilitic.     Lanceraux  on  Syi>hilii»,  Syd.  Ed,  1869,  vol.  ii.,  p.  147. 

Cricoid. — Cricoid  Cartilage.    Complete  division  of,  and  oesophagus.    Cut- 
ting, Am.  Jour.  Med.  Set.,  Jbxl.,  1853,  p.  95. 

Primary  caries  of,  with  secondary  abscess.     Mackenzie,  Tram,  Path. 

So.  London,  xxi.,  1870,  p.  46,  with  cuts  of  laiyngoscopic  appearances. 

Large  tumor  removed  from  posterior  surface  of.     Mackenzie,  Trans. 

Path.  So.  London,  xxi,,  1870,  p.  53,  with  cuts  of  laiyngoscopic  and 
microscopic  appearances. 

Secondary  disease    of,   from    post- oesophageal    abscess.      MACKENZIE, 

Tran».  Path.  So.  London,  1870,  p.  50. 
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Croup. — EflBcacy  of  tobacco  in.  Chapman,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci. ,  vol.  i,  p.  477. 

Observations  by  J.  R.  CoxE,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd. ,  vol.  iii ,  p.  56. 

Jadelot*s  treatment  of.     Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.^  vol.  iii.,  p.  207. 

Let  on  Croup,  etc.     London,  1836.    An  essay  on  the  Laiyngismfts  Stri- 

dulus, or  croup-like  inspiration  of  infants,  eta 

Observations  on  the  Pathology  of  Croup,  eta     Green,  New  York,  1849. 

in  adult.  Specimen  Jackson,  Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sci.,  April,  1853,  p.  363. 

Cure  by  Steam.     Storer,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei. ,  April,  1853,  p.  359,  ibid. 

April,  1858,  p.  352. 

Cases  treated  with  aig.-nit.  Am.  Med.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1854,  p.  346. 

Cases  treated  successfully  with  pot.  iod.     Griscom,  Ain.  Jour.  Med.  Sci. , 

July,  1854,  p.  286. 

fatal  case  at  15  months.    Specimen.    Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sci.,  Oct,  1854, 

p.  346. 

Peablee,  Monograph.  Review.     Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1855,  p.  472. 

Trousseau,  Tracheotomy  in.    Am.  Jour,  Med.  Sd.,  July,  1853,  p.  237. 

Newman,  prize  essay  on.     Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan.,  1856,  103. 

^L\RTYN,  severe  inflammatoiy.     Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan.,  1856,  p.  210. 

Sulphate  of  copper  in.    Honerkopp,  Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sci.,  April,  1856, 

p.  473,  ibid.  Oct.,  1859,  p.  538. 

Belladonna  and  mercurial  ointment  locally  in.     Am,  Jour.  Med.   Sd., 

April,  1858,  p.  340. 
Glycerine  in.     Mayer,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1858,  p.  338. 

Tepid  solutions  of  sodas  chloras  into  trachea  in.     Barthez,  Am.  Jour. 

Med.  Sd.,  Oct.,  1859,  p.  544. 

Comparative  results  of  treatment  of,  by  tracheotomy  and  by  medicature 

during  the  years  1854-8.     Bartuez,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd,,  July,  1860, 
p.  231. 

Anleitung  zur  Traoheotomie  bei  Croup.     Lisbard,  Giessen,  1861. 

Ice- water  in.    McFarland,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1861,  p.  607. 

Movement  cure  in.     Die  naturgemasse  Behandlung  der  hiiutigen  Briiune. 

Becker,  Cassel,  1865. 

Der  Croup.     Pauli,  Wttrzburg,  1865. 

Der  Croup  oder  die  hiiutige  Briiune.     Steinbaciier,  Augsburg,  1867. 

Insufflation  of  nitric  acid  in.     Gaz.  hebd.,  1867,  p.  303,  418. 

In  MAN,  advises  moisture  and  warm  temperature,  Liverpool  Med,  and 

Surg.  Hep.,  vol  i.,  1867,  p.  17. 

33  cases  of  tracheotomy  in.     Giu.  Med.  Strasbourg,  1867,  p.  295. 

Cases  of,  tracheotomy,  lime-water,  eta     Oaz,  Med.  StratAaurg,  1868,  p. 

106,  171. 

Treatment  by  inhalation  of  moist  vapors  of   sulphuret   of    mercury. 

Arkille,  Gaz.  Med.  Paria,  1867,  pp.  527,  569,  582,  598. 

Bregeant,  ibid.,  1868,  p.  80. 

fatal  case  in  a  boy  aet.  15  years.     Middleton,  Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sd, 

Jan.  1868,  p.  120. 
fatal  case  in    Prentiss,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.  April,  1868,  p.  412. 

cases  with  result  of  operations,  Gaz,  hebd.,  1868,  p.  311,  361,  442. 
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Croup.— Bromine  in.    Ozanam,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  8ei.^  April,  1868,  p.  536. 

Bromine  in.     Medical  Beeord^  vol.  iii ,  p.  440. 

Jacobi  on.    Am.  Jour.  ObHeL^  Maj,  1868.     Am.  Jew.  Med.  Sd,  Oct 

•  1868,  p.  687. 

Etade  sar  le  croup  apr^  la  traoh^tomie.  Samne.     Paris,  1869. 

Aoetate  of  potash  in  large  doeea,  3  i j  in  eaa  sncr^  in  24  hours ;  prodnoes  t 

slight  oongh,  facilitating  expectoration  of  membranea  Labat  {Jcum. 
de  Med.  Bordeaux)  Practitioner,  June,  1869,  p.  377. 

Injections  of  lime-water,  by  Pravaz^  syringe  inserted  between  xingB  of  tza- 

chea.  Albu  of  Berlin,  BerUn  KUn.  Woeh,  1869,  No.  5,  note.  Unioti 
Med.  Bulletin  Ot-n.  de  TJierap.,  July  30,  1869,  p.  91. 

Formation  of  rale  in  croup.     Genesis  des  **  Cliquetis"  genannten  Genu- 

sches  beim  diphtheritischen  Croup.  KCCHRNMEiflTER,  BerUn  JEZm. 
Woeh..  No.  3, 1870.  Wein.  Med.  Woeh.,  March  12, 1870,  No.  18, p.  287. 

A.  Weber,  of  Darmstadt,  finds  lactic  add  useless ;  also  lime-water.    Wim. 

Med.  Woeh.,  BeUagesu,  No.  20,  1870. 

Pathology  of.      Fibrinous  exudation  solidified  by  presence  of  carbonic 

acid.    See  experiments  of  B.  W.  Richardson,  Lancet,  Sept.  34,  p.  438. 

De  Croup  und  seine  Behandlung  durch  Glyoerininhalationen.     Stkhbbb- 

OER,  Mannheim,  1870. 

Specimen  of  croupal  false  membrane  from  tracheal  bifurcation  to  epi- 

glottis. Porter.  Doubts  expressed  by  Society  whether  not  diph- 
theria, TYan.  Path.  So.  London,  xxi.,  1870,  p.  445. 

Quinine  in ;    Retrospect  in  Am.  Joum.  Med.  Sei. ,  April,  1871 ,  p.  598. 

Cough. — Hysterical  and  spasmodic,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  July,  1854,  p.  232. 

On  cough.     Semple,  London,  1858. 

On  winter  cough.     Dobell,  London,  1866. 

study  of,  Nothnagel.  AUg.  Med.  Cent-Zeitg.,  October  17,  1868,  p.  720. 

Oaz.  hebd.,  1868,  818,  Virch.  Arch.  44,  B.  1.  H. 

Der  hysterisohe  Krampfhusten.     Theodor,  Greifswald,  1868. 

from  foreign  body  in  ear.     Totnbee,  ZHseaeet  of  the  Ear,  London,  1868, 

p.  39. 

On  the  physiology  of  Ear-cough.     Clarke,  Brit.   Med.  Jour.,  Januaxy 

15,  1870,  p.  51. 

Ear-cough.    Bush,  ibid.  p.  53. 

fracturing  10th  rib  a  little  anterior  to  tubercle,  in  a  pregnant  woman  et 

53  years,  with  a  relaxed  uvula.  Miall,  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Januaiy 
7th,  1871,  p.  8. 

Deafness. — From  syphilitic  ulcers  of  pharynx.  (Van  Swieten  and  othen 
quoted.)  Lanceraux,  on  syphilis,  vol.  ii.,  p.  112;  also  from  de- 
struction of  bones  and  other  venereal  sequelte. 

On  throat  deafness.     Yearslet,  11th  Edit.  London,  1868. 

Deglutition. — Sur  Tusage  de  Tdpiglotte  dans  la  deglutition.     Majendis, 

reference  to,  in  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  vol.  viiL,  p.  223. 

Rheumatic  affection   of  maxillary  articulation  sometimes    preventing 

deglutition.  Fahnestock's  liniment  in.  Am.  Jour.  Med  Sci.,  vol 
zi.  p.  60. 
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Deglutition. — Autolaiyngosoopic  observations  on  the  mechanism  of  degluti- 
tion.   Kribhabek,  Union  Med,  1865,  64. 

AntoIarTngosoopio  observations  in  deglutition.     Guinier,  Oaz,  de»  hop. 

1865,  59,  6cus.  hebd.,  1865,  22,  81. 

Deglutition,  on.     MouRA,  Gaz,  hebd.,  1867,  pp.  221,  582. 

Jugglery,  etc.    Med.  Netos  <fe  Lib. ,  1868,  p.  143. 

Le  nouveau  dictionnaire  de  m^decine  et  les  experiences  autolaiyngos- 

copiques  de  Guinier  de  Montpellier.     Oae.  hebd.y  1869,  p.  842. 

L^acte  de  deglutition,  son  mecanisme.     Moura,  Paris,  1869. 

Deglutition ;  action  of  sensitive  nerves  in ;    allusion  to  experiments  of 

Waller  and  Prevost  Med.  Timet  dk  Oaz.,  1869,  September  4,  p.  286. 

Jour.  Psych.  Med.,  April,  1871,  p.  408  from  Arch,  de  Physiol.,  1870. 
DiFnTHERiA. — The  paralysis  of,  dependent  upon  lesion  of  the  great  sympa- 

thetia     Remak,  HeHin.  KUn.  Woch.,  1854,  No.  13. 

Chlorine  in,  Ani.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1859,  p.  545. 

Throat  paralysis  following;  Retkoldb,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  July,  1850, 

p.  285. 

Creasote  locally  in,   Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1861,  p.  608. 

Diphtheria;    its  nature  and  treatment.     Slade,  PhiL,  1861;  being  the 

dissertation  to  which  the  Fiske  fund  prize  was  awarded,  July  11,  1800. 

On  the  treatment  of  Diphtheria.     Chapman,  Boston,  1863. 

Paralysis  after.     Moore,  Med.  Press  dt  Circ.,  1866. 

Case  of,  by  inoculation.    Paterson,  Oaz.  Med.  Paris,  1867,  p.  647. 

Paralysis,  consecutive  to  a  wound.  Oaz.  hehd.,  1867,  p.  14. 

Its    nature,   and   the    consecutive    paralysis.      Thoresen,    iJour.  f. 

Kind.,  1866,  No.  9  &  10),  Rev.  in  Oaz.  Med.  Strasbourg,  1867,  p. 

259. 
Paralysis  of  palate,  diaphragm,  and  posterior  muscles  of  neck ;  rapidly 

cured  by  strychnine  and  electricity.     Oaz.  hebd.,  November  22,  1867, 

p.  746. 

Bromine  in,  Med.  Record,  vol.  iii.,  p.  441. 

Laryngoscopic  examinations  in,  L*  Union  Mid.  Oironde,  October,  1868, 

p.  602. 
Acidulated  solution  of  pepsine  as  a  solvent  for  false  membrane  in. 

Douguty,  Richmond  db Louisville  Med.  Jour.,  1868,  p.  591. 

Solubility  of  false  membranes  of.      Bricheteau  &  Adrian,    Union 

Med.  Oironde,  August,  1868,  p.  516. 

Phar^'ngfite   pseudomembraneuse.      Betheder,    Union  Med.    Oironde, 

July.  1868,  p.  461. 

Local  use  of  sublimate.     Betz,  MemorabiUen,  1868,  p.  168. 

Iodine  inhalation  in.     Curran,  Lancet,  1868,  Oct.  16,  No.  17. 

Case  of,  with  tracheotomy.     Prentiss,  Am,  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1868, 

p.  412. 
Treatment  by  cauterizations.  CjlubrklJjTN,  Bulletin  deTAeademieRoyale 

de  Medecine  de  Bdgique,  1868,  p.  552. 

Treatment  by  sulphur.     Ullersperger,  Journal  fUr  Kinderkr.,  1868, 

26,  546,  5.  &  6.  MeinorabiUen,  May  8,  1869,  p.  21. 
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DirnTHERiA. — Treatment  by  balsam  of  copaiba  and  cabebe.  On  the  prin- 
ciple of  their  properties  in  drying  up  soaices  of  muooas  secretiosu, 
therefore  so  osefol  in  catarrhal  aflfections,  espedally  of  the  adynamic 
and  gangrenoos  Tarieties.  Trideau,  Brit,  and  Far,  Med.  Chir.  Bet.^ 
Oct.,  1808.     Bankitig's  AM,,  1869,  p.  110. 

Treatment  by  flowers  of  snlphar.     Barbosa,  liisbon,  1868.     Rev.  in 

OoM.  Med.  Pariti,  1869,  p.  271. 
of  larynx,  treatment  of.  Zor  Behandkmg  d.  Kehlkopfdiphtheritia.   Albu, 

BerL  kUn,  Woeh,,  yL  5.,  p.  50,  1869;  again  Beutteke  KUnik,,  18S9, 

No.  81,  p.  290. 
Anatomy  of.  La  diphth^rite  et  le  oronp  da  pharynx  et  des  roies  adriennes 

an  point  de  vue  anatomique.     Waoner.     Translated  from  Arck.  d&r 

HeiUcunde  ;  Oob,  Med,  Pktri$,  1869,  No.  29,  p.  993. 

Fungus  of.    Letzerich,  in  Vkrchcno's  Archiv.  1869,  xlv.  827-333,  and 

xlvi.  229-233,  says  the  membranes  are  due  to  a  fungus  {tygodnmut 
fuseus)  developed  on  the  surface  of  the  muoons  membrane,  and  in  its 
tissue. 

Parasitic  nature  of.  LoEWiNSON  and  Klotzch,  Wien  Med,  Preme,  x.  19, 

1869. 

Hemiplegia  of  right  side  from.     BoucHUT,  Oat.  d.  hop, ,  102. 

Paralysis  from ;  cases.  Easton,  Glasgow  Med.  J(mr,,  N.  S.  Aug.  14,  p.  453. 

.  Strychnia  in  ;  Diphtherit.  Lahmung  d.   Rumpfes,  der  Extremitoten,  d. 

Fauces  u.  d.  Nerri  laryng.  sup.  ;  rasche  Ueilung  bei  Anwendung  von 
Strychnia.     Leubb,  Arch.  f.  KUn,  Med.,  vi,  2  a  3,  p.  266.  . 

Value    of    sulphur    in.     Apparently    a    fair   exposition;  entitled    Die 

Epidemische  Diphtheritis  und  deren  schnellste  Heilung.  Alban 
LUTZ,  Wilrzbuig,  1870,  pp.  62. 

Relations  with  Scarlatina.    Metteniieiher,  MemoraUL  xiy.8.  Thomas; 

Louis;  ibid.,  xiv.  9. 

Nasal  Okr,  Scott,  Gairdner  ;  cases.    OlasgowMed.  Jour,,MMj,  1869, 

p.  395. 

and  lime-water.    KCcitenmeister,  AUg.  Med,  Cent.-Zeitg,,  Feb.  5, 1870, 

p.  125  and  Feb.  12,  1870,  p.  150. 

Sudden  death  during  convalescence  from.     White,  Med.  Times  db  Oaz,, 

April  30,  1870,  p.  464. 

Uober  die    Beziehung    der    Rachen — Diphtherie    zur    SepUi&mie    und 

Pyohiimie.  Prof.  Billroth  ;  a  series,  commencing  No.  7, 1870.  Wien. 
Med.  Woeh. 

Uselessness  of  cauterizations.  Dr.  Scuuller  stated  in  the  48th  Vertamm" 

lung  DeuUcher  Naturforecher  und  Aerzie,  that  he  had  entirely 
abfindoned  cauterization  of  the  pharynx,  larynx,  and  conjunctiva  in 
diphtheria.  In  numerous  cases  he  had,  as  an  experiment,  cauterized 
only  one  side  of  the  fauces,  and  he  had  always  been  led  to  the  same 
conclusion  :  —  l8t.  That  the  membrane  remained  attached  longer  on 
the  side  which  had  been  cauterized  than  on  the  other ;  2d,  that  even 
the  mosb  energetic  application  of  nitrate  of  silver  failed  to  arrest  the 
reproduction,  or  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the  membrane ;    8d,  in 
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some  oases,  serious  tumefaction  and  inflammation  of  the  cervical 
lymphatics  followed  the  application  of  the  caustic.  In  these  views  he 
was  supported  by  Ebert,  Stiebel,  Cohen,  Rinecker  and  others,  who 
directed  the  use  of  small  bit)  of  ice  to  be  constantly  allowed  to  melt 
in  the  mouth,  and  employed  a  gargle  of  chlorate  of  potash,  alcohol, 
permanganate  of  potassa,  carbolic  acid,  etc.  The  Med.  Titn€8y  Feb. 
1,  1871,  p.  166. 

Diphtheria. — After  excision  of  tonsHs,  etc. ;  fatal;  specimens.  Heblop, 
Brit,  Med,  Jour.,  March  25,  1871,  p.  823. 

Dysphagia. — From  displacement  of  hyoid  bone.  Mugna,  Am.  Jour.  Med. 
Sci.,  vol  iv.,  p.  483. 

New  method  of  treating  some  forms  of.     Mackenzie,  Oag.  Med.  Paris, 

1867,  p.  533. 

The  treatment  of  rawness  of  tongfue  and  painful  deglutition  in  advanced 

phthisis.     Powell,  Larieet,  11,  25  December,  1868. 

of  18  years'  standing,  cured  by  one  insertion  of  stomach-tube.     Le  Gros 

Clark's  Lectures  on  Surgical  Diagnosis,  etc.,  1870,  p.  243. 

Epiglottis. — On  the  anatomical  structure  of,  in  the  new-bom.  Maingault 
{Arch.  Gen.,  April,  1829),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  vol.  v.,  p.  189. 

Case  of  attempted  suicide,  with  danger  of  suffocation  from  falling  down 

of  the  epiglottis.  Houston  {Dublin  IIosp.  Repts.,  vol.  v.),  Am.  Jour. 
Med.  Sci.,  vol.  viii,  p.  229. 

Loss  of  portion  of  by  gunshot  wound.     Swallowing,  etc.,  good  in  18  days. 

Larret  (Case  VI.),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  vol.  viii.,  p.  514. 

Loss  of  entire  epiglottis.     Ibid.  (Case  VIL).     Ibid.,  p.  515. 

Polypus  of;  spontaneous  separation.     Stme,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April, 

1854,  p.  515. 

Anomaly  of,  in  patient  dead  from  cholera.     Epiglottis  entirely  missing, 

without  any  other  physiological  alteration.  No  evidences  were  pre- 
sented during  life.     Eberth  {Virch.  Arch.,  April,  1868),  Oaz.  hebd., 

1868,  p.  477.  ' 
LusciiKA  (Reichert  and  Du  Bois-Reymond's.4rcA.,  1868,  p.  224)  describes 

and  pictures  a  mua  hyo-epiglotticus  in  the  ox,  and  a  m.  genio-epiglot- 
ticus  in  man,  which  consists  of  the  genio-glossi  muscles  that  do  not 
terminate  in  the  tongue,  but  pnss  backwards  to  the  middle  glosso-epi- 
glottic  ligament. 

Case  of  tuberculosis  in  which  the  epiglottis  became  detached  by  ulcera- 
tion.    Penn.  IIosp.  Pep.,  vol.  ii,  p.  307. 

Complete  loss  of,  from  tuberculous  ulceration.     Tyson  for  Corson,  Am. 

Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1869,  p.  397. 

Position  of,  in  the  aged.     Girb,  Med.  Times  and  Gaz.,  1869,  p.  293. 

Position  of,  in  the  Jews.     Gibb,  ibid. 

Defect  of.     Eberth  (Virchuw's  Arch.,  xliii.  per  CentbL  Med.  Wiss.,  April 

13,  1869),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1870,  p.  527. 

Large  sarcomatous  growth  removed  from  under  surface  of.     Mackenzie, 

Trans.  Path.  Soc.  London,  xxi.,  1870,  p.  518,  cuts. 
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Epistaxis. — Obstinate  case,  after  plugging;  bleeding  from  lachiymal  pnncta. 

Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  voL  vii,  p.  526. 
Treatment  ol     Rbveillb-Parisb.     Am.  Jour.  MecL  8ci,y  Jan.  1853,  p. 

231. 
Obstinate  case,  yielding  to  a  monthful  of  salt.      Am,  Jour.  Med.  Sd.^ 

April,  1858,  p.  390. 

And  mode  of  arresting.     Thompson.     Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  1867. 

M.  Fako,  Paris,  ties  fonr  or  five  pledgets  to  the  nasal  end  of  the  string  of 

the  tampon. 

Tanay  in.     UnLK.     The  Med.  Record,  vol.  ii,  p.  466. 

ERYSirELAS. — Cases  proceeding  from  ecxema  of  nose ;  cases  proceeding  from 

herpes  of  throat     Trousseau.  CUn.  Med.,  Sydenham  Sa  Edit.,  toL 

ii.,  p.  255. 
^ Syphilitic  erysipelas,  commencing  in  the  ulcerated  pharynx,  and  spread- 
ing to  the  face  by  the  ears  or  nasal  fosse.     Lancbrkaux.  SjfphUu, 

1809,  vol.  ii.,  p.  130. 
False  Membranes.     Lactic  Acid  in.    Practitioner,  Nov.,  1868. 
Action  of  chlorates  of  soda  and  potash  on.    Babthez.  Am.  Jour.  Med. 

iSfct'.,  Oct.  1858. 
OzANAM,  Cn. — M^moire  sor  les  dissolvants  et  les  d^sagr^eants  des  pro- 

duits  pseudo-membraneox  et  sur  Pemploi  da  brome  dans  les  affec- 

tionH.pseudo-membraneuses.     Paris,  1869. 
FisTULE  OP  Larynx. — Fistulous  opening  of  larynx.    Operation.    Cooper, 

Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  vol  i,  p.  467. 
Fistulous  ulcer  in  front  of  larynx.     Watson,  {Am.  Med.  Timet,  June  3, 

1860) ;  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sei.,  July,  1860,  p.  279. 
Fall  von  angebomer  Halsfislet.    Kocn,  Monatechr.  f.  Oeb.,  March,  1867, 

p.  161. 
Hamilton's  10th  case  of  bursal  tumors.     If.  T.  Med.  Jour,^  Jan.,  1870, 

p.  54. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Pooley's  case.     Ibid.,  p.  55. 

Follicular  disease  of  pharynx  at  same  time  with  acne,  showing  simultaneous 

inflammation  of  follicles  of  skin  and  mucous  membrane  of  pharynx ; 

due,  in  this  case,  to  debility.     Jour.  Cut.  Med.,  Sept,  1870,  p.  133. 
Forceps. — Modification  of  Cuzco's  straight,  curved  for  tracheal  tube;  with 

chain  joints,  etc.,  for  cesophagus;  with  cuts.     Bui.  Qen.  de  Therap., 

May  15,  1869;  also  Med.  Timet  and  Oaz.,  June  19,  1869,  p.  672. 
Foreign  Bodies  in  Air-Passaoes. — Death  of  Anaor^on  and  Pope  Adrien. 

''  La  morte  du  poote  Anacr^on  a  eto  occasion^,  parait-il,  par  Farrut 

d'un  pepin  de  raisin  dans  Tun  des  ventricules ;  et  celle  du  pape  Adrien 

par  une  mouche  qui  s^etait  logoe  dans  le  mdme  endroit  du  larynx. " 

MouRA,  Vacte  de  la  Deglutition,  eon  Mecanisme.   Paris,  1867,  p. 

14. 
—»  External  use  of  tobacco  in.    Godman,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  yoL  ii,  p. 

480. 
Bone  lodged  for  48  days  in  the  trachea  of  an  infant.     St  abb,  Am.  Jour. 

Med.  Sci.,  vol  vi.,  p.  251. 
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Foreign  Bodies  in  Ais-Passaoes. — Coin  in  bronchia  remaining  ten  years 
before  producing  death.     Am,  Jour.  Med.  /SSn.,  toI.  yi.,  p.  518. 

Bone  in  bronchia  producing  puhnonary  absoess.     Autopsy.     Gilrot, 

Edinh.  Med,  and  Surg.  Jour.^  April,  1831 ;  Am.  Med.  Jour.y  voL  viii., 
p.  513 ;  also  Broussais  (Case  LIII.),  chronic  phlegmasuB. 

A  practical  treatise  on  foreign  bodies  in  the  air-passages.     Prof.  S.  D. 

Gross,  Philadelphia,  1854. 

A  grain  of  coffee  fatal  after  remaining  Z\  years.    Pepper,  Am.  Jour. 

Med.  Sd. ,  April,  1855,  p.  563. 

Suffocation  from  food  in  rima.    Porter,  Dub.  Med.  Preae^  Feb.  9, 1859. 

Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1859,  p.  563. 

Regurgitation.     Experiments  of  Engel  ;  case  of  death  from  this  cause. 

Could  it  not  have  been  a  post-mortem  occurrence  ?  Woch.  d.  Zeits.  d. 
g.  A.  Wieji,  1866,  No.  31 ;  Qaz.  Med.  StraOxmrg,  1867,  p.  283. 

T.  Bertholle,  Des  corps  strangers  dans  les  Toies  a^riennes.     M^moire 

couronn6  par  PAcad^mie  Imp^riale  de  M6decine.  Delahaye,  Paris, 
1867. 

Merkel^s  Bericht  iiber  Laryngoekopie.     Schmidt's  Jahrb.^  Bd.  138,  No. 

5,  p.  230. 
Plate  with  3  artificial  teeth  as  a  foreign  body  in  the  larynx.    Recognized 

and  removed  by  laryngoscopy.    Obrtel,  BerL  KUn.  Woch.^iY.  11, 

1867. 
Expectoration  of  a  Mini^  ball     Oaz.  hebd. ,  1867,  p.  528. 

Transactions  Indiana  State  Med.  So.,  1867,  p.  70.     Weist. 

Regurgitation  of  ohyme.     Death.     Parrot,  Oaz.  hebd.,  1868.  p.  489; 

also  Bankijig's  Abet,  1869,  p.  83,  tromrUnion  Med.,  1868,  No.  91. 

Bone  removed  from  larynx  by  aid  of  laryngoscope.     SciirStter,  Mediz. 

Jahrb.,  XV.  Bd.,  1.  Heft,  1868,  p.  61. 

300  cases.    Bouroillat,  La  Trii^une  Medieaie,  March  29, 1868,  p.  305 ; 

Oaz.  Med.  de  Paris,  1808,  pp.  94,  121,  125,  180,  212. 

Phenomi^nes  morbides  simulant  la  phthisic  pulmonaire  tuberculeuse ;  ces- 
sation des  accidents  et  ^drison  complete  k  la  suite  d^une  vomique  et 
rejet  du  corps  Stranger.  Laborde,  Gaz.  Med.  Paris,  1868.  No.  48, 
p.  701. 

Treatment.     Du  traitement  des  corps  Strangers  des  voies  ac'riennes.     An 

extract  from  the  Dictiounaire  Encydop^ique  des  Sciences  Mddicalea 
GuYON,  Btdietin  Oen.  de  Therapeutigue,  Jan.  15,  1869,  p.  16.  A 
valuable  article  and  reliable  rdsumd,  of  which  the  following  notes  will 
show  its  desert  of  perusal.  Aetius  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to 
have  transmitted  precepts  on  this  point.  L* agitation,  les  efforts, 
Texpiration  violente  qui  en  rt^sultent  aurait  pour  effet  habituel  de 
chasser  de  corps  etrangers  au  dehors  (DALtCHAMPS,  CTiir.  Fran^. , 
cap.  xxxii.,  p.  130;  annot.  A.  Par6,  t.  ii.  p.  443;  ^it.  Malg.  H6vin 
m^m.  cit.,  p.  436).  Sternutatories  and  syrups  recommended  by 
Fabrice  de  Hilden.  Cases  not  infinenced  by  position  of  Brodie, 
Lenoir,  Duncan,  Beneys  (Malgaigne ;  Joum.  de  Chirurg.  t.  iii. ,  pp.  51  ^ 
55,  83;  Rev.  Med.  Chifr.,  t.  xi.,  p.  101);  Hasford  {fiet.  Med.  Chir , 
35 
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t  vii.  p.  862),  Dupaytren,  t  vi.,  p.  802.  Note  of  R.  Benoit  {Gai. 
Med.,  1855,  p.  38).  In  1644  FrSd^ric Monayios  recommended  trache- 
otomj.  Th6ophile  Bonet  and  Willia  noon  had  an  opportonitj,  but  did 
not  approve  of  the  operation.  The  autopsy  revealed  how  readily  it 
might  have  been  done,  etc.  (Bonet,  de  affeetu  pectoris,  lib.  i. ,  obe.  1 ; 
Willis,  Phannaceutiea  raHonaUs,  Oxford,  1673).  Operation  performed 
(J.  Ph.  Verduc,  PathoL  de  Chir,,  t.  ii,  p.  849,  Paris,  1710).  (Heister, 
Ingt.  de  Chir.j  t.  iii,  p.  449.)  (HaUer,  Optue,  pathoi,  Oba.,  7.)  (Wend, 
Hist,  de  la  tracheoUmue,  BreeUu,  1774.) 
Foreign  Bodies. — Ueber  fremde  Korper  in  den  Luftweg^en,  mit  bea.  Bezieh. 
auf  einen  Fall  von  glUcklicher  Oenesung  nach  langerer  Anwesenheit 
eines  Pflaumensteins  im  L  Bronchus.  Inaugural  dissertation.  Ed- 
ward HoLTZ,  Stralsund. 

Des  sangsues  consid^r^ea  comme  corps  Strangers  vivant  dans  lea  voles 

a^riennes,  et  en  particulier  dans  le  laiynx.  Ridreau.  Several  obser- 
vations.    Gtu.  Med,  de  C  Algerie,  1869,  Noe.  1,  2,  et  seq. 

Removal  of,  with  aid  of  laiyngosoope.     Fieber,   Wien,  Med,    Woeh., 

xix.,86. 

Regurgitation.    R68um^  of.    FoviLLE,  Areh.  Oen.  de  Med,,  July,  1869. 

Entfemung  eines  fremdes  Korpers  aus  d.  Larynx  mit  HCdfe  d.  Kehlkopf- 

spiegels.     Fieber,  Wien.  Med,   WocIl,  xix.  86. 

Impaction  of  a  penny  in  larynx  for  six  years.     Laiyngoscoplc  diagnosis 

and  successful  removal.    PEtRiE,  Brit,  Med.  Jour.,  Aug.  20,  1870, 

p.  186. 
Goldpiece  in  laiynx  six  years.     Detection  with  laiyngosoope  and  removal 

with  forceps.     Cameron,  lAoerpool  Med.  and  Surg.  Hep.,  iv.,  p.  180, 

October,  1870. 
Knife-blade  in  chest  twelve  years.     Spontaneous  expulsion.     Snyder, 

Chicago  Med.  Ex.,  July,  1870;  The  Med.  Times,  Dec,  1870,  p.  86. 

Pebble  moving  from  right  to  left  bronchus.    Death  in  two  months.    Au- 

topsy. Le  Gro8  Clark,  Lectures  an  Surgery,  London,  1870,  p.  237. 
Aliments. — Food  found  in  bronchi  after  death,  six  hours  after  injuiy 
to  head  by  fall  of  earth,  etc.  Le  Grob  Clark,  Lectures,  etc.,  p.  235. 
-! —  Suicidal  suffocation  by  cotton  wool  in  phazynx  and  laiynx.  Mackenzie, 
Trans.  Path.  So.  Loiuion,  1870,  p.  42.  See  similar  case  in  Giinther's 
Lehre  von  den  blutigen  Operationen. 

Shawl-pin  in  lungs  for  four  years.     Herrick,  Boston  Med,  and  Surg. 

Jour.,  Feb.  16, 1871,  p.  108. 

Canula  in  bronchus  four  years.     Mabino  (St.  Petersb.  Med,  ZeU,  Chr., 

186U,  Heft  7),  translated  by  Tuck,  Boston  Med,  and  Surg.  Jour.,  Feb. 
23,  1871,  p.  128. 

Suffocation  mistaken  for  apoplexy.    Barnes,  Brit.  Med.  J&ur.y  March 

2o,  1871,  p.  812.  A  man,  ast.  67,  was  accidentally  choked  while  eat- 
ing an  orange.  Some  time  previously  he  had  had  an  apoplectic  fit, 
and  the  impression  of  his  friends  was  that  he  had  been  seized  with 
another.  On  opening  the  trachea,  the  piece  of  orange  was  found 
completely  blocking  up  the  entrance  into  the  laiynx. 
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Fracture  of  Larynx. — Cure;  Penna.  Hospl.,  Me4,  Exam.,  April  25,  1838. 
GiBB.      Brit.  Am.  Jour,  db  Provincial  Med.  db  Surg.  Jour.,  1851,  p. 

20. 
Fore  and  Wood.     Western  Lancet,  and  N.  T.  Jour.  Med.,  vol.  xy.,  p. 

152. 

Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudenoe,  p.  756. 

Hamilton's  Treatise  on  Fractures,  1855. 

Wilson.  Edinb.  Med.  Jour.,  1855-6,  p.  289. 

Keiler,  ibid.,  p.  527. 

with  fracture  of  hyoid,  &o.     Tracheotomy,  recovery.     Sawyer,  Am. 

Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan.  1856,  p.  13. 
Mouille.   BecueU  de  memoires  demed.,  de  chir.,  et  de  pharm.  mUitairea. 

3  serie,  1861,  p.    224.    Fracture  of  larynx  with  laige   penetrating 

wound.     Tracheotomy,  cure,  with  movabiiity  of  larynx. 
— —  On  fractures  of  the  larynx,  and  ruptures  of  the  trachea.     Wm.  Hunt. 

Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1866,  p.  878. 
Handbuch  der  Lehre  von  den  Knochenbruchen,  Zweiter  TheiL  1  Liefe- 

rung.     E.  GCrlt,  Hamm.,  1864. 

Wales.    Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  1867,  No.  i.,  p.  269. 

Hamilton,  The  Medical  Record,  voL  i,  p.  507;  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci., 

April,  1867,  p.  567. 

Fraktur  der  cartilago  cricoidea.     Hautemphysem.     Tod.     HdooMARK ; 

Hj/gea,  November,  1867.  Schrmdt's  Jahrb.,  No.  ii.,  1868.  Bd.  40,  p. 
192. 

Bruch  d.  Kehlkopf es ;   Hautemphysem  ;  Dyspnoe,  Tracheotomie  ;   Tod 

durch  mediastinales  Emphysem,  und  sekundare  Perikarditis.   Wien. 
Med.  Woch.,  xviii  15. 

(Edemd,  tracheotomy,  cure.     Maclean,  Union  Med.  Oironde,  April  28, 

1868,  p.  260. 

Historical  and  critical  Summary  of  Fractures  of  Larynx.    Henocque. 

Gaz.  held.,  1868,'Sept.  25  and  Oct  2. 

Quelques  considerations  sur  les  fractures  traumatiques  du  larynx,  et  lear 

traitement.     Fredet,  Paris,  1868. 

Fracture  of  Larynx.     Death.   Gagnon,  Fredet,  Oaz.  de»hdp.,  1868,  Nos. 

90,  91 ;  Edinb.  Med.  Jour.,  Jan.  1869,  p.  665  ;  BrU.  <fc  For.  Med.  Chir. 
life.,  Jan.  1869,  p.  266. 

Traumatic  fractures  of  larynx.     Stokes,  Dub.  Quar.  Jour.  Med.  Sci., 

May,  1869,  p.  307,  with  case ;  illustrated. 

Homicidal  fracture  of  cricoid  cart.    Pbmbbrton,  Lancet,  May  22,  1869. 

Fracture  du  larynx;  mort;  autopsie.     Servier,  Gaz.  hebd.,  1869,  No. 

7,  p.  103;  ibid.,  No.  14,  p.  222;  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  July,  1869, 
p.  251. 

Considerations  sur.  les  fractures  du  larynx  et  leur  traitement.     Fredet 

Ruelnang,  Gaz.  Med.  de  Granada,  I&aj  31,  1869.    BibL  in  BuL  de 
Therap.,  August,  1869,  p.  129. 

Suicidal  fracture.     Specimen  shown.     Stokes,  Dub.  Quar.  Jour. ,  May, 

1870,  p.  503. 
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Fbontal  Si^us.— Case  of  disease  of.    Jaegkb,  Am.  Jour.  MecL  SeL,  vol  t., 
203. 

Case  of  fracture  connected  with,  and  ezposox^e  of  frontal  nerve.     Wells, 

Am.  Jour.  Med.  JSd.,  October,  1857,  p.  558. 
Oalvai«isic. — After  tracheotomy  for  croup,  to  prevent   sufFocatioiL     Cftu, 

hebd.,  November  22,  1867,  p.  746. 
in  Aphonia  and  other  laryngeal  affections.     TOK  BRUNa     Die  Laiyn- 

goskopie,  &C.     Tilbingen,  1867,  p.  234. 
Mackenzie.     On  the  Laryngoscope.     London,  1866,  1869,  1871. 

Mackenzie.     Hoarseness,  loss  of  voice,  &a     London,  1868. 

Oalvano-Cautert.— TCrck.     Klinik  der  Kehlkopfkrankheiten.  Wien,  1866, 

p.  579. 
VoLTOLmi.    Die  Anwendnng  der  Galvanokaustic  im  innern  dee  Kehl- 

kopfes  und  Schlnndkopfes.     Wien,  1867. 
Galvano-caustLsche  Schlinge  zur  Behandlung  der  Kehlkopf -polypen.    Ber- 

lin.  KUfL  WocJi,,  1869,  p.  27. 
in  Uiyngeal  growths,  &o,     Schnitzler,  Woehen-blatL    Wien,  1868,  Na 

43,  p.  393. 
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depressor  combined  in  one  apparatus ;  illustrated.  Le  Mouvenient 
Med.,  1869,  No.  20,  p.  240. 
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Statistics.     Aitken's  Practice,  Am.  Edit.,  1868. 

Larjngo-trach.  in  suffocation  from  drinking  boiling  water ;  cure.     Lan- 
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See  notice  in  Wien.  Med.  Woch.,  March  17,  1869,  p.  372  of  Pinoler's 

Der  einfache  und  diphtheritic  Croup,  etc.     17  years^  observations. 
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Disease  of  maxillary  sinas  from  blow  on  nose,  etc.     Couper,  Am.  Jour. 

Med.  Sei.,  voL  vi  p.  519. 
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ing themselves  until  the  age  of  10,  16,  etc.  Lancereaux  on  Syphi- 
lis, vol.  ii.,  p.  165. 
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removed  by  tr.  ferri  chloridi.    Maxwell,  The  Medical  Record,  voL  iii ,  p. 
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Oaz.,  Oct  2 ;  Brit,  Med,  Jour.,  Nov.  20,  p.  557. 
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Oaz.  des  Mp. ,  1853,  No.  5. 
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hind the  everted  upper  Up.     Labgiu,  Oaz,  Med,  Paris,  1867,  p.  617. 

Michaux,  Oaz,  hebd,,  1867,  p.  361. 

Diagnosis  and  treatment  of  naso-pharyngeal  polyps.     Herboott,  Oaz. 

dee  hop,,  1867,  25. 
Treatment  of    naso-pharyngeal  polyps  by  electrioily.     Nelaton  Ain> 

Hiffelsheim,  Union  Mid,  Oironde,  1868,  pp.  225,  228. 
Return  of,  in  case  operated  on  by  a  new  method  in  Nov. ,  1865.  Legouest, 

Oaz.  hebd.,  imi,p,eS5. 
Rapport  sur  une  observation  de  polype  naso-phazyngien  li  embranche- 

ments  multiples.    Thomas,  Oaz.  hebd,  1869,  1,  p.  13. 
Removed  by  a  new  operation.    Cure.    Bonnes,  BuU.  de  Therap.,  Ixxvii, 

Oct  30,  p.  364. 
Extirpation  after  resection  of  upper  jaw.     Thomas,  Oaz.  dee  hop.,  1869, 

No.  3. 
NouveUe  note  sur  le  diagnostic  et  le  traitement  des  polypes  fibrenx  naso- 

pharyngiens.     M*icnAUX,  Rugination,  etc.,  BuU.  de  VAead.  Mid.  roy, 

Beig.,  1867,  No.  6,  p.  510. 
Case  operated  on  by  a  new  method.     Cure.     Bonnes,  BuU.  Oen.  Ther. , 

1869,  p.  364.     Consists  in  ablation  by  means  of  a  metallic  nail  at- 
tached to  a  thimble. 
Operations  on  nasal  and  naso-pharyngeal  polyps.  Voltolini,  BerUn.  KUn. 

Woch.,Mi.AQ. 
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Hemorrhagie  considerable,  syncope.    Introduction  du  sang  dans  lee 

voies  a^riennes.     Mort  immddiate.     Vkrnkuil,  Oaz.  des  hop.,  Aug. 

9,  1870,  p.  366.     Presentation  of  specimen  and  remarks,  ibid.,  Aug. 

16,  18,  p.  379.     Continuanoe  of  discussion,  ibid. ,  Aug.  23,  p.  387. 
Naso-pharyngeal  polyp  connected  with  membranes  of  brain.     Operation. 

Autopsy.     Remarks  at  Clin.  Soc. ,  London.     Forster,  Med.  Times  db 

Oaz.,  May  27,  1871,  p.  617. 
Removed  by  turning  down  the  nose.    Tracheotomy.   Recovery.     Cabot, 

Boston  Med.  db  Surg.  Jour.,  1871,  p.  95. 
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Nervous  affections  of  larynx,  eta  Hoarseness.  Loss  of  voioe,  and  strida- 
lous  breathing.     Mackenzie,  2d  ed.,  London,  1868. 

Der  hysterische  Krampfhusten.     Tueodor,  Greifswald,  1868. 

Nitric  Acid. — On  the  treatment  of  chronic  cases  of  sore-throat  by  the  local 
application  of  strong  nitric  add.  Mackintosh,  Msd.  Times  db  Oaz. , 
1869.  p.  188. 

CEdema. — Trait6  pratique  de  Tangine  laryngde  ced^mateose,  Paris,  1837. 

La  bronchotomie  dans  le  cas  d^angine  laryng^e  oeddmatense.     Sestier, 

Arch.  Oen.,  1850. 

Traits  de  Tang^ne  laryng^e  oed^matense.     F.  Sestier,  Paris,  1852. 

(Edema  glottidis  resulting  from  typhus  fever.     Emmet,  Phila.,  1856. 

PiTHA,  Brit,  d  Far.  Med.  Chir,  Rev.,  Oct.,  1857. 

Ferreol,  BvU.  de  la  So.  Anat.,  1857-8. 

Deux  cas  d^oedcme  de  la  glotte  gu4ris  par  le  traitement  medical  seul. 

Alling,  Union  Med.,  1869,  No.  97. 

From  use  of  pot.  iod.     Nelaton,  AbeiUe  MeA.,  x.  817. 

From  use  of  pot  iod.  ;  fatal     Laurie,  StiUe'i  Therapeutics,  II.  p.  763. 

Sequel  of  typhoid  fever.    Trousseau,  Ciin.  Med.,  Vol.  II.  ;  10  cases,  all 

fatal,  tracheotomy  in  5. 

In  croup  without  known  cause.     Death  before  operation  could  be  made, 

Oaz.heM.,lS(\9,p.  25. 

In  whooping-cough.     Barthez,  Oaz.  des  hop.,  1869,  32. 

Med.  liecord,  Vol.  III. ,  p.  449. 

Subglottic  cedema  and  permanent  stricture  of  lar3rnx  following  typhus. 

RussEL,  OlasgmjD  Med.  Jour.,  Feb.,  1871,  p.  200. 

OzANA.  —Chloride  of  lime  in.     Horner,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  vol  vi,  p.  265. 

Chloride  of  lime  in.     Awl,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  vol.  xi.,  p.  543. 

Glycerine  in.     Mayer,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd. ,  April,  1858.  p.  338. 

Iodine  and  glycerine  in,  Am.  Jour.  Med,  Sd.,  April,  1859,  p.  578. 

Treatment  of.     Heath  (Lancet,  1867),  Gaz.  Mtd.  Paris,  1868,  p.  362. 

Treatment  of.     Cousin,  DvU.  de  T/terap.,  1869,  p.  494. 

Ulcerative  syphilitic.     Lanceraux  on  Syphilis,  vol.  ii ,  p.  102. 

Traitement  de  Toz^ne,  La  France  Med.,  1869,  No.  4.  p.  30. 
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their  way  elsewhere.  Bell  {London  Med.  Oaz.,  vol.  i.  No.  7),  Am. 
Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  472. 
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topsy.   Denton,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  voL  v.,  p.  544. 

Dysphagia  from  scrofulous  degeneration  of  oesophagus,  cured.  Ben- 
nett, Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  July,  1841,  p.  243. 
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1853,  p.  273. 

Beobachtung  einer  Hypertrophic  des  CBsophagus.     Spengler  (  Wiener 
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Pin  swallowed,  discharged  per  rectum ;  2  cases,  AnL  Jour.   Med.  Sd., 

Jan.,  1855,  p.  58. 
36 
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517. 
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Press  and  Cire.y  1866. 
Removal  of  penny  from  infantas  pharynx  by  laryngofioope.     JonKSON, 

Brit.  Med.  Journ.,  1867. 
A  fork  swallowed  and  extracted  from  an  abscess  of  the  abdominal  waU. 

Arch.  ludiiina  per  la  Maladie  Nerwee,  June  14,  1867.     Oaz.  hebd., 

1867,  p.  667. 
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Therapeutics^  il,  p.  159. 
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ther.yiv.,  92),  State's  Therap.,  ii,  p.  781. 
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Virchow's  Arch.,  April,  1868;   Gaz.  hebd.,  1868,  p.  477. 
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p.  473. 
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in  Gaz.  hebd.,  1868,  p.  793 ;  La  France  Med.,  1868,  p.  748 ;  Dub.  Qr. 
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8ci.,  Oct.,  1869,  p.  477. 
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218. 
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180. 
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place,  swallowed  during  sleep,  safely  voided  per  anum.    Brit,  and  For, 
Med.-Chir.  Ret.,  Oct.,  1869,  p.  373. 

Logenious  extraction  of  fish-hook  from.  Jonasson.  A  large  gum  cathe- 
ter cut  square,  passed  through  a  sponge  and  firmly  fastened,  so  that 
\  in.  of  sponge  was  free  and  projected  \  in.  beyond  the  end  of  the 
catheter.  This  was  run  down  the  fishing-line,  etc.  {AuetraUan  Med. 
Jour.,  July,  1869),  Practitioner,  Nov.,  1869. 

Ulceration  and  perforation  of  aorta  from  retention  of  a  coin.     iV.  Y.  Med. 

Jour.,  Dec.,  1869,  p.  335. 

For.  bod.     Extraction  of  artificial  tooth.     Dearden,  Brit.  Med.  Jour., 

Oct.  23,  1869. 

Extraction  de  quatre  fausses  dents,  etc.     Tillaux,  Bui.  GSn.  de  Ther., 

Oct.  30, 1809,  p.  376. 

Living  fish  in  O.  16  hours.     Stewart,  Lancet,  Sept,  1869,  il,  13. 

Extraction  of  teaspoon  from.     Todd,  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Nov.  13,  1869. 

Stricture  from  swallowing  caustic  potash.  Gastrotomy  proposed,  not  per- 
formed. Cured  by  dilatation  with  bougies.  Hutch rasoN  {Jjondon 
Hof*p.  Rep.),  Brit,  and  For.  Med.-Chir.  Rev.,  July,  1869,  p.  28. 
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Dilatation  of.     Dilatation  anormale  de  rc&sophage  entre  les  lobes  pulmo- 

naires  depuis  la  base  du  coeur  jusqu'au  cardia.     Raymond,  Gaz.  Med.  ^ 
Paris,  1869,  7,  p.  91. 
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CEsoPHAOUS,  ETC. — Stilctare  of  cesophagas  at  caidiac  end,  in  a  patient  aged 
43.     Rawden,  LicerpooL  Med.  <fc  Surg.  Hep.,  1869,  p.  117. 

Two  cases  of  stricture.    Mackenzie,  Afed.   Times  and  Gaz,^  July  16, 
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Removal  of  foreign  body,  bj  booking  a  pin  and  passing  a  probang  on  topi 
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Blower,  Brit.  Med.  Jtmr.,  1870,  p.  204. 
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ease of  liver  and  spleen.  Reported  by  I>r.  Steven,  Brit.  Med.  Jovr.^ 
Dec.  10,  1870,  p.  629. 

Perforation  of,  by  a  bougie.      Fatal,  apparently  from  acute  pneumonia. 
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stricture  at  post-mortem.  Green.  Brit.  Med.  Jour.^  Dec.  17,  1870, 
p.  650. 
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- — Tuberculous  stricture  of  O.     Kraus  {Centbl.f.  Med,   Hw.,  1869,   No. 
50);  Am.  Jour.  Mid.  ScL,  April,  1870,  p.  537. 

True  diaphragmatic  hernia,  with  stricture  of  O.    Hill,  Trans.  Path.  So. 

London,  xxl  1870,  p.  154. 

Post-mortem  solution  of  O. ,  and  not  of  stomach.     MoxoN,  Trans,  Path. 

So.  London,  xxl,  1870,  p.  159. 

Stricture  from  swallowing  lye.  AaiinuRST,  Am.  Jour.   Med.  Sci.,  April, 

1871,  p.  393. 

Tumors  of  ceaophagus ;  malignant,  in  a  female  set.  48,  ill  12  mos. ;  lungs  and 
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left  carotid.  Opening  existed  between  trachea  and  oesophagus,  Med. 
Times  <£•  6\«.,  1871,  p.  647. 
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post,  wall,  penetrating  into  post,  mediastinam,  where  an  abscess  had 
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during  typhoid  fever.  3).  A  fish-hook,  swallowed ;  removed  by  forceps 
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Med.  Sri. ,  vol.  vi ,  p.  245. 
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Bell,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  iSe*.,  July,  1855,  p.  272;  Totta  Med.  Jour.y 
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For  stricture,  Oaz.  hehd.,  1807,  p.  61. 
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with  another  case,  1868. 

For  stricture  from  epithelial  growths.     Death.     Autopsy.   WiLLETT,  8t. 

Bartholometd  Jloap.  Bep.,  vol.  iv.,  1868,  p.  204. 
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WiLLETT,  St.  Bartholomeul*s  Hottp.  Hep.,  1868,  art.  xii.,  Am.  Jour. 
Med.  S^l,  Jan.,  1869,  p.  195. 
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Fenoer,  Cooper,  Foster,  JoNEa 
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Gunshot  wound  of,  and  other  injuries.    Moses,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan. 

1857,  p.  29. 

displacement  of,  and  its  separation  from  larynx  by  the  kick  of  a  horse. 

Berger  (lAineet^  9,  6,  50),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan.  1857,  p  254 

Rupture  of,  from  a  fall     Atlee,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Jan.  1858,  p. 

120. 

Aneurism  of  aorta  pressing  upon  trachea  and  causing  violent  symptoms 

of  asthma.     Darrach,  Am.  Jovr.  Med.  Sd.,  Jan  1800,  p.  82. 

Rupture  of  trachea  during  parturition  (3  cases  reported  by  Meniere, 

Arch,  de  Med.,  1829;  2  by  Depaul,  Oaz.  Med.,  1842;  Cloquet,  J)e 
r  influence  des  efforts  sur  les  organes  renferme^i  dans  la  carite  thoracique, 
1820;  SoYRE,  Gm.  d^sh'^p.,  1864,  p.  367).  Demarquay,  Pneumatot- 
offie  Medic-ale,  Paris,  1866,'p.  175 

Malformation  of.     Raymond,  Gaz.  Md.,  Paris,  1867,  p.  300. 

Cases  of  injury  to.     Long,  Liverpool  Med.  <fc  Surg.  Bep.  vol.  1, 1867,  p.  P. 

Rupture  of  trachea.     Med.   Times  d:  Gaz.,  vol.  13  ;  Holmes^  System  of 

Surgery,  vol  2,  p.  286.    Med.  (Jhir.  Bee,  No.  75,  p.  275. 

Horizontal  Purchtrennung  der  Luf trohre  in  2.  Knorpelringe  bis  zur  hintem 

Enorpellosen   Wand.      Heilung.     Rosen baum,    Wien.    Med.    WocA, 
xvii.  36. 
Windpipe  and  consumption.    Garrett,  London,  1868. 

protection  to  trachea  from  hemorrhage  during  operations.    Apparat,  wel- 

cher  die  Aniisthesinmg  bei  Oberkieferresectionen  ermoglicht.  Below, 
AUg.  Med.  Cent  Zeitg.  No.  13,  1870,  p.  145.     3  iUustrations. 

displacement  from  external  pressure.      M.\ckenzie  {Trans.  Chir.   So. 

Ltmdon),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April,  1870,  p.  487. 

Cancer  of  trachea  and  oesophagus  with  swelling  of  arytenoid  cartUages. 

Autopsy.  Interior  of  larynx  healthy,  cancerous  mass  at  third  ring  of 
trachea  posteriorly,  perforating  oesophagus,  embedding  right  common 
carotid  and  internal  jugular,  right  vagus,  and  involving  right  pleura. 
Wood,  Bn'l.  Med.  Jour.,  1871,  p.  196. 

Stricture  from  syi^hilitic  ulceration.     Ericiiskn,   Med.    limes  db  Gaz., 

1871,  p.  394. 
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Trachea. — SvphQitic  confltriction  of  Trachea.     Specimen  exhibited  to  Path. 

So.  Feb.  21,  1871.    'Mackenzie — deposits  in  lirer.     Med.   Tlrnet  d 

GiU.,  March  11,  1871,  p  298. 
Tumors. — Surgrical  obserrations  on  tumors.     Warren,  Boston,  1837. 

Lectures  on  tumors.     Paget,  London,  1853.  » 

Super-lar^'ngeal  encysted  tumors  ;  or  encysted  bursal  tumors  in  front  of 

the  larynx.   10  cases.    Hamilton,  N.  Y.  Med.  Jofir.^Jtm.  1870,  p.  50. 

Primitive  cancer  of  Larynx,  Faittel;    tracheotomy  by  Demarqfat. 

Death  from  pneumonia  at  fourth  day.  Two  other  cases  only  said  to 
be  on  record,  and  these  reported  by  Louis  and  Trousseaa.  Gut.  da 
hop..  March  19,  1870,  No.  33.  Another  case  is  reported  by  Navkatil 
in  Viritua  Mah'ral  Presse^  1808,  24  and  25.  —See  also  Paget  on  tuzj^on, 
edit.  ia53,  p.  428. 

Encephaloid  Tumor  of  rapid  growth,  above  right  clavicle,  inducing  cough, 

dysimuea,  and  dysphagia.    Bartlett,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  8ci.,  April, 
1K71,  p.  592. 
Uvi'LA. — Microscopic  appearances  of  a  relaxed  uvula.     Inman,  Med.  Timet  dt 
Gnz,  ia52,  July  81. 

Amputation  of,  by  double  flap  method.     Maunder,  Lancet,  Aug.  22, 

ims. 

WuooPiNG-Coroii. — Cured  in  eight  days  by  endermic  use  of  morphia.     Meveb 
(AreJi.  Gen.),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.j  vol.  v.  p.  501. 

Immediately  arrested  by  use  of  belladonna  and  hydrocyanic  acid  as  used 

by  Dr.  Kahleiss,     Valk,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  8ei.^  vol.  vii.  p.  417. 

Pruwdc  acid  in.     Atlek,  Am.  Jmtr.  Med.  Sci.,  x.  p.  128. 

Do  I'emploi  des  cauterizations.     Jo u BERT,  Utuon  Med.,  1851,  No.  140. 

Topical  treatment,     Eben  Watson,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  Oct  1851,  p. 

490. 

Chloroform  in.     CiiURCHiLL,  .4m.  Jour.  Med.  *Set.,  Oct.  1853,  p.  497. 

Combined  local  and  constitutional  treatment.     Pearce,  Am.  Jour.  Mtd. 

Sri.,  Oct.  1857,  p.  519. 

Krankhciten  der  Bronchien-  und  der  Lungcn- Parenchyma.    Bier30:r,  in 

Virchow's  Handbuch  der  Speciellen  Pathologic  und  Therapie.  Erlan- 
gen,  1805. 

Bhown-Sec^uard  on.     The  Medietd  Record,  vol.  i  p.  227. 

Influence  of  expired  air  during.     Gaz.  hebd.  1807,  p.  525 ;  PoccnET, 

Gaz.  Med.  Parin,  1807,  p.  513. 

Vapors  of  tar,  n^sincone,  gas,  benzine,  etc.    Results  ol    Gaz.  Med  Stras- 

bourg, 1H07,  p.  230. 

Inhalations  in.    Steffen  (Jour.  f.  Kind,  1800,  1  &  2),  Gaz.  Med.  Strai- 

Imtrg,  1S07,  p.  2;j5. 

Compressed  air  in  {Journ.  f.  Kinderk.,  1807,  Nos.  11  &  12),  Gaz.  Mtd 

StntMbourg,  1808,  p.  118.  Sandaul  of  Stockholm,  La  Trib.  Med.^ 
18(J8,  p.  558. 

Bromide  of  potassium  in.     De  Beaufort,  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sci.,  April, 

1H(W.  p.  530. 

Animalcules  of.     Mtd  NeiC9  <t  Lib.,  1808,  p.  27. 


REFERENCES.  573 

WnoopiNG-CouGn.— Ergotine  in.     Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Sept  5,  1808. 

Valerian  in.     Hill,  Brit.  Med.  J<mr.^  April  11,  1868. 

Oppolzer  on.     MemorabiUen^  xiii.,  No.  7,  p.  176. 

Melon    Syrup,  containing  oodeia,  used  as  a  specific  in  Italy.     Journal 

far  Kinderkr.,  1868,  7  &  8. 
Carbolate  of  lime  in.     Snow,  Medical  Record^  1869,  Jan.  15. 

hydrochlorate  of  quinine  in.     BiNZ,  Practitioner^  1869,  Nov.  p.  394. 

CEdema  of  glottis  in.     Tracheotomy.     Death.     Bartuez,  Oaz,  des  /i6p., 

32,  1869. 

Sulphuret  of  potash  in.     Mackelcan,  iV.  T.  Med.  J. ,  Jan.  1869,  p.  444. 

Discovery  of  the  fungus  of.     Letztericu,  Virch.  Arch.,  March,  1870. 

loduret  of  silver  in.     Bartlett,  Am.  Pract.,  Feb.  1870. 

Vapor  of  ammonia  in,     Grantham,  Brit  Med.  Jour.,  1871,  p.  323. 

Ulceration  of  frsenum  lingusB  in.     M accall  ( Olasgow  Med,  Jour. ,  Feb- 

1871),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  Sd.,  April,  1871,  p.  564. 
Wounds.— Occlusion  from  wound  in  suicidal  attempt;  re-estabHshment  of 

canal  in  larynx  ;  tracheotomy,  eta    LiBTON  {Edinb.  Med.  Jour.,  Jan. 

1828),  Am.  Jour.  Med.  8ei.,  vol.  ii.  p.  214. 
Danger  of  penetrating  wounds  of  trachea  and  larynx.    Am.  Jour,  Med, 

/Sb*.,  April,  1855,  p.  436. 
Wound  of  larynx  and  other  parts ;  ligation  of  carotid.     Cole,  Am,  Jour, 

Med.  Sci.,  June,  1858,  p.  213. 

Verletzuugen   und  Chirurgische  Krankheiten  der  Halsgegend.     Louis 

Stromeyer,  Freiburg,  1865. 

Plaie  du  larynx,  re-unie  par  suture,  et  gvi6n  sans  accidenta     Melanges 

de  cliniques  par  A.  LE.JEAL,  Paris,  1868.     Arch.  Gen.,  Jan.  1869. 

Plaies  du  larynx,  de  la  trach^e  et  de  Toosophage.     Horteloup,  Paris, 

1869. 

Cicatricial  atresia  from  suicidal  wounds.     Narbige  Atresie  des  Laiynz 

durch  Selbstmordversuch  (1864).  KCchler,  Deutsche  KUrUk,  1869, 
p.  169. 

Plaie  transversale  du  larynx  par  instrument  tranchant ;  suture  ;  gfui' rison 

par  premiere  intention.  Prestat,  Bui.  Gen.  de  Ther. ,  Sept.  15-30, 
1869,  p.  237.     Oaz.  dee  hop.,  1869,  101,  p.  399  ;  103,  p.  405. 

Wound  and  partial  division  of  cricoid  cartilage.     Death  on  fourth  day 

from  pleurisy,  from  contiguity  of  pleura  to  burrowing  abscess  in  are- 
olar tissue  behind  trachea. — Five  cases  of  wound  through  thyro-hyoid 
membrane.  All  recovered.  One  extended  upwards  and  involved  the 
epiglottis.  Le  Gros  Clarke's  Lecturee  on  Surgery,  London,  1870, 
pp.  225,  227.  See  notice  of  other  cases,  of  suicide  and  attempted 
suicide,  in  same  lecture. 

Division  of  larynx  and  oesophagus  (in  an  attempt  at  suicide)  without 

wounding  the  jugulars  or  carotids.  Alston,  Richmond  andLouieciUe 
Med.  Jour.,  Dec.  1871. 
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Ablution*  in  ozrcna.  W7. 
Aborting  coryzii,  metliolw  of.  255. 
Abscesd,  na(«n1,  250. 

from  woutjda  o(  the  pharjnx,  209. 
of  the  frontal  sinuscfs  326. 
of  tlic  nock,  6l>7.  ^ 

(I'sophajfnfl,  154. 
pharynx,  148. 

in    phlegmonoTis    Borc 
throat,  SH. 
Acid  nitrate  of  mercury  in  the  troatmcnt  of 

lurynjfeal  growths,  424. 
Accidental  choking  as  a  cure  of  aphonia,  474. 

wonndfl  of  the  pharynx,  210. 
Accretions,  calcaroouR,  in  the  nasal  fosaee,  805. 
Acute  laryngitis,  833. 
AcutencKS  of  Kniell,  291. 
Adenomas  of  the  nostrils,  315. 

of  the  palut4%  i;^7. 
Adhesions  in  enlarged  tonsils,  132. 

of  the  palate,  14U. 
Ammonia,  in  whooping-cough,  485. 

inhaliition.-s  of  muriate  of,  in  coryza, 

257. 
nai?ccnt  fumes  of  muriate  of,  27C. 
Amputation  of  the  uvula,  145. 
AmygdalitiK,  82. 

Analogy  between  diphtheria  and  scarlatina,  108. 
Anatomy,  regional,  of  the  larynx,  47. 
Anesthesia  in  laryngo-scopy,  28. 

in  the  operation  of  thyrotomy,  448. 
Aneurism  of  the  aorta,  a  aiuse  of  aphonia,  466. 
Angina,  78. 

maligna,  81). 
Anginose  scarlatina,  109. 
Anosmia.  28t>. 

Anterior  examination  of  the  nasal  passages,  75. 
Aorta,  aneurism  of  the,  4W>. 
Appearance  of  the  image  of  the  larj'ux  in  the 

laryngoscopic  mirror,  54. 
Aphonia,  461. 

from_  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  406. 
Apiiaratus,  illuminating,  SJ,  84. 

TolKild'H  illuminating,  31. 
to  increiv.>*e  the  illumination  of  the 
pharyngeal  cavity,  28. 
Axtery  forceps,  torMi<^n,  511. 
Artitxcial  light,  in  examination'*  of  the  throat,  30. 
u.se  of,  m  laryngoscopy,  29. 
openings   into  the  lar>'njc   and 
trachea,  496. 


Aryteno-epiglottic  folds,  48. 

nmscle,  66,  62. 
Arytenoid  cartilages,  47. 

musi'ln,  61. 
Arytenoidal  commissure,  68. 

flsKure,  58. 
Asphyxia  from  abscess  of  the  jiharynx,  1 18. 

growths  in  the  larjnx,  408. 
Atmos])here,  warm  and  moist,  in  croup,  400. 
Auditory  apparatus,  afToctions  of,  in  scarlatina. 

107. 
Aurol  implications  in  syphilis,  115. 
Auscultatitm  of  the  cesophagus,  217. 
Auto-infra-glottic  laryngoscopy,  46. 
Auto-larjTigosoopy.  11,  25,  449. 
Barking  cough,  478. 
Bathing,  87. 
Belloai's  canula  for  tamponing  the  posterior 

nares  250. 
BibUography,  532. 
Bifid  uvula,  147. 

Billroth,  on  excision  of  the  a?sophagu8,  220. 
Blood-vessels  of  the  larynx,  65^ 
Blows  on  the  head,  a  cause  of  anosmia,  290. 
Bougies  for  dilating  the  oesophagus,  219. 
Bromine  inhalations  in  croup,  402. 
Bronchial  septum,  the,  457. 
Bronchocele,  515. 
Brush-holders,  386. 
Burns  and  scalds  of  the  throat,  123. 
Bursa,  tlie  pharj-ngeal,  179,  181,  187. 
Bursal  tumors  in  the  tliyro-hyoid  rt^on,  513. 
Calcareous  accretions  In  the  nasal  fossie,  805. 

concrt^tions  iii  the  tonsils.  125. 
Camphor  by  inhalation  in  coryza,  257. 
Caiicerou"*  rumors  of  the  t^msils,  125. 
Canule  for  plugging  the  posterior  nares  250. 

use  after  tracheotomy,  498. 
Carlwnaceous  sputa  following  the  inhalation  of 

smoke,  121. 
CarJjonate  of  ammonia  in  croiip,  403. 
Caries  of  the  cervical  vertebne,  149. 
Cartilages,  hlstologj-  of  the  lar>'ngeal,  65. 

of  Wrisberg,  48. 
Carotid,  dysphonia  following  ligation  of  the, 

466. 
Casts,  in  membranous  sore  throat,  94. 
Catarrh,  nasal,  2li8. 
Catarrhal  croup.  896. 
Catechu  in  elongated  nmla,  146. 
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Cnthotcrlzation  of  th«»  nlr-piwwapo  in  croui),  4(>5. 

lai^mx  antl  trachea^  5f>5. 
('aut<tic  applications  to  lannireal  gruwtha,  419. 

holilcn*,  lannjrtiil,  419. 
Ct'phalft-phaniipwil  um!M.-le,  179. 
(\'n.-lirttl  »li«<4^n'<o,  ano!«niia  from,  200. 
Ccri'bral  |»arfsis  from  inrtnenza,  3fi3. 
ChancTPS  of  the  mouth  and  throat.  113. 
Chlori<le  of  trold  in  chronic  pharjnlritjis  173. 

linu"  in  oza'nn,  274. 
Ch'k'nfr  -"tfjint't  incs  a  cure?  in  aphonia,  474. 
Chromic  ucitl  in  onlarjrtHl  tousiln.  l.'^2. 

the    treatment    of    laryngnd 
growths  4%. 
Chronic  elongation  of  the  uvula,  145. 

enlarvrement  of  the  tonMiln,  146. 
follicular  pharynffitix,  15<i. 
inflammation  <if  the  trachea.  391. 
larjnjnti^  »17. 

ft  illovrinp:  small-pox,  106. 
namil  catarrh,  "HKi. 
Cleft  palate,  141. 

up)ieanince  of  )j:lanclnlar  liKsuc  at 
vault  of  pharynx  ina(«wof,  18S. 
Clergyman*!*  pore  throat,  IJvS. 
Coincntcher.  («»««»phat?fal.  2.*J6. 
Cold  an  a  cau!^?  of  dif«caM>  of  the  throat,  4. 
in  epi^taxls,  248. 
in  the  hetul,  iJr)l. 
flHinjre-bath,  87. 
Common  i*ore  throat,  79. 
Couipres-ion  in  treatment  of  cnlargetl  tonoiK 

1-27. 
(JoncrctiouH  in  the  tonsiK  125. 
CiUiKcniUil  flrttule  of  the  •I'sophaffUR,  214. 

occluMion  of  the  a>flophafruN  212. 

l»ost*rrior  uarefs.  295. 
Ktricturo  of  the  •»'««< >phnguR,  210. 
tumors  of  the  larynx,  418. 
Connct^ive  tiiwuc  uf  the  neck,  difTuao  inflamma- 
tion of  the,  607. 
Constriction  of  the  a*M>phagup,  221. 

trachea,  SOS. 
Conoiunption  in  relation  to  enlarged  tonsilA,  127. 
ftimulutcd   by  oonKtriction  of  the 

tn»chea,  '.m. 
Hjmptom«  of,  pnxlucetl  by  elonga- 
tion of  the  uvula,  169. 
Control,  voluntary,  over  tongue  and  thrttat,  8. 
ConttifiionH  of  the  larynx  and  tnichoa,  496. 
Conis  ffd*-  vocal,  49. 

vortil,  49. 
Coryza,  25l». 

chronic,  263. 

from  reflex  irritation,  263. 
iilionyiuTatic,  258. 
pyphililic,  119. 
C.nii?h.  ear,  481. 

^imsmodic,  478. 


Cough,  whooping.  482 
Cretinism,  515. 
Criooiil  cartilage,  47. 
Crico-thyroid  muscle,  61. 
Croup,  Sd5. 

after  trachet^tomy,  406. 
differential  diagnosis  of,  from  nbi»cc#*  c»f 
the  pharynx.  15»». 
Cryptogamic  origin  of  diphtheria,  97. 

influenzn.  2t»2, 
Cubebs  in  cronp.  4^5. 

okHHrvsin  of,  in  oza'na.  272. 
Cuneiform  cartilages,  48. 
CiTiancheis  78. 
Cystic  tumors  of  the  thjTo-hyoid  bursae.  513. 

tonKilsi.  125* 
Czermak,  aa  an  exponent  of  lar>ng«>>ioopy,  1 1 . 
hirt  methi>«l  of  auto-lurjngoscopy,  37. 
Deafnera  in  meafiles,  Ut7. 
DegenerationH  of  the  thymu<«  gland.  5^11. 

thyn»id  gland.  51;^. 
Deglutition  In  abscew  of  the  pharynx,  1.^5. 

chnmic  follicular  pharj  ngitis,  lG."i. 
diphtheria.  W. 
scarlatina.  109. 
I>«»mon8tro-larynp>»*(x»py,  40. 
I>co<lonzing  agent*  for  use  with  nA»al  douche. 

281. 
I>epre«won  of  the  epiglottis  ^  385. 
Deviations  of  the  M>ptum  of  the  noso.  301. 
Diaphoresis  in  the  treatment  of  coryza,  25<». 
Differentiation   of    diphtheria,  fn^m    affection'; 

fdmulating  it,  100. 
Dilatation  of  the  ccsi)i>hagU8,  222. 
Dilator,  for  facilitatijig  the  entrance  of  the  tra 

cheotomy-tube,  50>'J. 
Dis^tensiblc  titiKue  of  the  naaal   mucouii  mem- 
brane, 241. 
Dirteai^eH  of  the  throat,  in  gcneraL  1. 
Divcrtindum  of  the  af*ophagUf»,  195. 

pharynx.  195. 
Douche,  the  laryngeal,  3i<7. 

nasul.  278. 
DyKphonia,  from  ligation  of  tlic  carotid.  406. 
Ear-cough,  481. 
Ear,  di»oii.se  of  middle,  from  uao  of  nasal  douche, 

289. 
£cra«eur,  adaptation  of,   for  removal  of  nasM)- 
pharyngeal  tumor's  2i)7. 
for  removal  of  tous'iK  181. 

laryngeal  tumors  441 . 
Ela^rtic  membrane  of  the  larjnx,  48. 
Electr  city  in  anoHmia.  290. 
aphonia,  471. 

(flor*so-pharyngeal  paralj-six.  225. 
gt»itre,  525. 
liaralyfirt  of  the  pharynx  and  a^H.*- 

ph(%gus  221. 
»I>asm  of  the  CMoph«gu«^  222. 
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Elcctricitj*  in  spoMiiodic  coujf  h,  4S0. 

suffocative  laryngiiimnH,  4T7. 
Eloctrotles  laryu^^cul,  171. 
ElectrolyBis  in  enlarRctl  tonsilR,  133. 

naso-pharjngeal  tumors,  207, 
KipphantiiiHiH  of  the  larynx.  SIH). 
Eiungatiuo  of  the  uvula,  25,  145. 

simulating     oonsump 
tion,  169. 
ElsberR'B  nortrll  dilator,  75. 
Emeticfl  in  cruup,  402. 
EuiphyBcma  fr«)ni  whoopiug-coujjh,  484. 
Enchondroma  of  the  palutc,  14U. 

pharynx,  1&4. 
Enlarged  trmsilfs  24,  12<i. 
Ei>Iglottis,  47. 

appearance  of  the,  iu  the  laryngo- 

M.*optc  image,  51. 
-holderx,  2H. 
large,  a  cause  of  ppasmotlie  cough, 

470. 
management  of   the,    in   laryngo- 
Hcopy,  25. 
Epietaxis,  245. 

in  meaulo*,  KKi. 
Epithelium,  destruction  of.  in  inttammations  of 
mucouH  membranuts  8. 
of  the  laryngeal  mucouu  membrane, 

Erytdpelatous  vore  throat,  110. 
ErythematouM  »«oro  Uiroat,  79. 
Eutftacliian    tube,    apiMtarance    of    pharyngeal 

orifice  of,  in  a  ca.sc  of  cleft 
palate,  186. 
pharyngeal  oritloe  of  the,  74. 
Examination  of  the  throat,  (i. 

one'ri  o^MX  larynx,  35. 

the  laryngeal  image,  in  detail, 

50. 
natud  iMisHRgea,  anteriorly,  75. 
naM>-])haryngeal  region,  08, 
nootribs  ('>8. 
posterior  uareK  ftH. 
thn>ugh  a  wound  iu  the  larynx  or  tra- 
chea, iH. 
Exanthemata,  Hore  throatR  of  rhe,  104. 
Excision  of  the  a>>«ophagUJi.  :220. 
tonsilii,  128. 
uvula,  145. 
Excrcjjccnccs  in  the  larynx  following  croup,  404. 

mea^lca,  107. 
in  ftyphilis,  110. 
on  the  u^iila,  147. 
Exhibition  of  a  patieiit'n  larynx  to  others,  40. 
Exophthalmic  goitre,  515. 
Exostoseu  of  the  fnmtal  sinustes,  .3^1. 

pharyngeal  vertebne,  194. 
External  manipulation  of  the  larjux  ao  a  cure  in 
aphonia,  474. 


Extirpation  of  tumors  in  the  neck,  510. 
Extraction  of  foreign  bodies  from  the  larynx.  455. 

nostrilp,  S08. 
ocsophngruts  234. 
Exudation  of  diphtheria,  96. 
meosUeit,  107. 
scarlatina,  108. 
False  croup.  396. 

vocal  oords,  49. 
Falsetto  tones,  67. 
Fancied  bodies  in  the  pharynx  and  oesophagus, 

339. 
Fatty  tumor  of  the  oesophagus,  228. 
Fibrin,  in  secretious  from  diseased  mucous  mem- 
brane, 3. 
Fibrous  grovrths,  thickened  membrane  of  chronic 
curyza  mistaken  for,  263. 

tumor  of  the  wiiophagns,  228. 
Filtrum  ventriculi,  61. 
Fistule  of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  396. 
oesophagus,  214. 
oesophageal,  381. 
tracheo-cesophageal.  233. 
Flap  omimtation  of  the  n^-ulo,  145. 
Follicular  pharyngitis,  166. 
Forcepo-holdcr  for  nitrate  of  silver,  422. 
laryngeal,  428. 
oesophageal,  285. 
Forcible  elevation  of  the  epiglottis,  88(5. 
Foreign  bodies  in  the  larynx  removed  under 

laryngoscopy,  466. 
Foreign  bodies  in  the  nostrilK,  301. 

oesophagus,  332. 
tonsils,  125. 
Fovea  centralis,  57. 
Fractures  of  tlic  larynx,  487. 

trachea,  498. 
Frog-face,  196. 

Frontal  sinuses,  affections  of  the,  336. 
Fungus  of  whooping-cough,  483. 
Crarcia's  olMervations  in  auto-lar>'ngoscopy,  11. 
Galvano-cautery.  accidental  wound  of  pharynx 
cauM^  by,  211. 

laryngeal  instruments  for,  442. 
in  enlarged  tonsils,  133. 
nasal  tuinon*,  313. 
naso-ptiaryngeol  tumors,  307. 
Gland,  affections  of  the  thymus,  529. 

thyroid,  514. 
Glands  of  the  larynx,  6-i. 

Glandular  enlargements  in  abscess  of  the  pha- 
rynx, 153. 
Glandular  enlargementa  in  scarlatina,  110. 

hypertrophy  at  vault  of  pharynx,  174 
titfue  at  vanlt  of  pharynx,  oh  seen  m 

a  cose  of  cleft-palate,  184. 
vegetations  at  vault  of  pharynx,  190. 
Glosso  epiglottic  fold^  51. 

f o«s»  or  sipuaea,  63. 
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GloAs^vopiglottlc  lipiment.  51. 
(rlow»o  pharyngeal  paraljxK  2S5. 
GlottK  6rt. 

mu^cnlar  forces  pnxlncing  changes  in 
the  form  of  the,  GO. 
iJlycorine  in  ozwna.  375. 
«;oitre,  515. 
Oravedo.  251. 
<jln>w«,  on  wuuncU  of  the  oofloptiagns  231. 

pharj-nx,  210. 
<irowthff  in  the  larj-nx,  404. 

suitable  for  n'moval  with  forcepR,  433. 
Ilml-pnlato,  iHvision  of  tho,  in  o|K«ratJons  for  the 

removal  of  na^*)  phar}'ng«Ll  tamorn,  2IM). 
H.iy  axthnm:  hay  fever,  25H. 
Hearing.    imi»airment  of,  in  chronic  follicnlar 

phar>n;ritis  1*)T. 
Homi<Taiiia,  »lue  to  nattal  calculi,  307. 
Ho'iiurrhn^e  fr<»m  exelKlon  of  the  tonsiln,  130. 
lIeriH.Hic  erupti'>n  of  menibnuiouA  sore  throat,  08. 
llilt«.n  •*  f-tn;  4\K  65. 
Hi»«toU»L'y  of  the  Inrjnx.  06. 
History  of  a*^>phagotoniy,  241. 
Hot  un«l  eoM  foo<l.  ax  a  cau«e  of  f«orc  throat,  5. 
Hyjrronia  of  rhe  thyro-hyoid  bunuc,  613. 
HyiKTtrophy.  g'.undular.  at  vault  of  pharynx,  174. 
tff  the  thymuM  gland,  530. 
thyroid  gland,  516. 
tonxilH,  120. 
Hyjxvlermic  injections  in  aphonia,  473. 
Hypi>phospliit(>M  in  diphtheria,  102. 
Hy'-teriftil  aplmnia,  4*»2. 
Idiosyncratic  iH)r}ni,  25S. 
o7^iiia,  200. 
lUiuniuatinii:  :)pi»arutu>4  for  laryngoscopy,  31. 

par»,    vai>ors    from,    in  whooping- 
cough,  4N'>. 
lniiH\liment-  to  laryng<wc'opic  examination,  20. 
Infantile  c<*rjza,  255. 
Infants  syphilitic  sore  throat  of,  IIU. 
Infe<.'tion  of  diphtheria,  97. 
Infiltration  of  the  nidcs  of  tho  vomer,  297. 
Inflammation  of  the  trachea,  3ii0. 

t<>e]>tnm  narium,  296. 
Infra-glottic  larjTigo^icopy,  43. 
Influenza,  2.V.). 
Inhaler,  na~al.  25.*'. 
Inhalations  in  coryza,  257. 
cnmp,  401. 

s)>asm<K\ic  cough,  480. 
whooping  cough,  4^. 
Inhalation  of  irritant  nibstances  as  a  cause  of 

di.sca*'  of  the  tlirnat,  5. 
Inje<rti«>nH  in  epiHtaxits  248. 

of  quinine  in  iilio«yncratic  corj'Hi,  269. 
Initial  dii^turbance,  poinU  of,  in  inflammations 

of  the  throat,  4. 
Inoeulutum  of  diphtheria,  98. 
Ins{)ection  of  the  throat,  7. 


In«tmmento-mania  of  larjTigoPCOpists.  12. 
Introilnction  of  the  larj-ngoscopic  mirror,  16. 
loilide  of  |x>taD8ium  in  gt>itre,  .^24. 
Io«iine  inhalations  in  coryia,  257. 
Irritability  of  the  epiglottin,  385. 

fauces.  23. 
Irritation,  effect  of.  on  mucou<!  membrane,  3. 
John««on*K  methoil  of  auto- laryngoscopy,  38. 
KnivcH.  larjngeal.  43H. 
Laceration  of  the  opwphagnK.  229. 

trachea,  494. 
Ijictic  acid  in  crouj*,  4tM. 

lAtnina  interme<lla  t)f  the  thyroid  cartflajre.  66. 
Ijar>'ngeal  complications  in  {<mall-pox.  1(>5. 

image,  examination  of  the,  in  detail, 
60. 

implications  in  8y]>hilis,  116. 

mn?»oles  61. 
I  oxlcma  of  chronic  laryngitifs  S45. 

I  ravages  in  phthiHiis  8G2. 

j  sac,  49. 

Lar}-ngitis  acute,  833. 

chronic,  347. 
]  a-ilematouK.  3^7, 

i  laryngismus  stridiilns,  475. 
Lar3-ngo-phar>'ngeal  fu-^Ka,  ninns  or  i««lcus.  48. 

affections  of  the,  505. 
lAryngo^cope.  the.  11. 

Luryngo«copic  apix^arances  in  div>hthena.  90. 

small-iiox,  105. 
mirror,  13. 

intnxiuction  of  the,  16. 
|K>Kition  of  the,  17. 
Laryngoscopy,  10. 
I^r>'ngo-tniche<)tomy,  497. 
I^rAng<»tomy,  5U0. 
r^r>-ngotomy.  sub-hyoidean,  419. 
lAr}-nx,  aflPei^tiouK  of  the.  $i3. 

artifldal  ojx'nings  Into  the.  496. 
cathetcnzatiun  of  the,  5(«5. 
Contusions  of  th<',  410. 
examination  of  one's  own,  85. 
fistule  of  the,  396. 
fiireign  UkUcs  in  the,  454. 
fractures  of  the,  4b7. 
growths  in  the,  4Wi. 
atletna  <»f  the.  337. 
regional  anatomy  of  the,  47. 
wounds  of  the,  48lJ. 
Ijiteral  crico-ar>-tenoid  muj^cle,  61. 
Lewin's  method  of  generntiuK  nascent  vaixtrs  of 

muriate  of  ammonia.  276. 
IJme,  va|M>r  of,  by  inhalation  in  croup,  401. 
Lingual  sinuses,  62. 
I^iquor  ammoniji  in  croup.  405. 
TxM'al  applications  in  ocama,  273. 
London  |)aste  in  enlarged  tonsils,  131. 
Matrkenzie's  laryngeal  electrodes,  471. 
llacnlie  flavie,  67. 
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Mftl formation  of  the  f£«opliag\ift,  212. 
Malif^nant  grou-thg  in  the  noaol  fossa*,  316. 

scarlatina,  IW. 
Management  of  retipiration  in  larynf^oecopy,  27. 
Management  of  the  tunfrue  in  InrynROHcopy,  21. 
ManipiilationH  within  the  larynx,  }J80.  ' 
Mcaiilefl.  Rorc  throat  of,  10ft. 
Mechanical  treatment  of  epi!>taxiA,  248. 
Medicinal  solutionf)  applicable  for  uise  by  the 

nasal  douche,  288. 
Membrane,   formed  in  discamHi  of  the  mucous 

membrane,  4. 
MembranouA  coryza,  252. 

growths  in  the  larynx,  414. 
»ore  throat,  92. 
Met?.'  not<tril  dilators,  76. 
Microscopic  apiKsarances  of  adenoid  vegetations 

At  the  vault  of  the  pharynx,  191. 
Mirror,  the  larjngoHcopic  13. 
MoJHture  in  diphtheria,  101. 
Molten  nitnit<i  of  nilvcr,  421, 
Mortality  of  pharjmgeal  iibHccse,  150. 
Month  dbstendens  142. 
MucouH  menibrane,  normal  secretion  of,  2. 

•effect  of  irritation  of,  2. 
pellicle  or  membrane  forme<l 

in  diseaxcif  of,  4. 
varying  a<lherrnce  ot  in  dif- 
ferent portioiiM  of  the  la- 
rynx, 64. 
^fucoiw  tnbcrcks,  118. 
Muoui*,  formation  of,  3. 
Muni|>?s  512. 

Muriate  of  ammonia  in  the  naficont  state,  276. 
MuiK.'lu  ar>  tvtu*  epiglottic,  5<»,  62. 
ar>'t<noicl,  61. 
cej>linlo-j)hurjngeal,  179. 
c«)njprej*>*or  8accult  laryngis,  56,  62. 
crico-arjtenoid,  ]at4.TnU  61. 

posterior,  60. 
cri»N>thyroid,  61. 
phnr}  ngo-palatinc,  133. 
thynvarj  tentiid,  62. 
thyru-epiplottic,  62. 
tri(x»pt*-lar3'ngi«a  (I>ataill(*).  63. 
Mycclitmi  in  a  cnfte  of  infiltration  at  the  sides  of 

the  vomer,  2*.M). 
Nasal  abscesfi,  250. 
calculi.  303. 
catarrh,  263. 
diMrhnrges,  from  presence  of  foreign  bodies, 

302. 
doucht*,  278. 

serions  disease  of  middle  ear  from 
use  of,  28!K 
inhaler,  258. 
mucouA  membrane,  248. 

thickening  of,  in  chro- 
nic oorya^  254. 


KafAl  passages,  affections  of  the.  243. 

calcareons  accretions  in  the.  306. 
syphilitic  affections  of  the,  2D2. 
tnmorn  in  the,  307. 
polyps,  807. 
Nascent  fumes  of  muriate  of  ammonia,  276. 
Naao-pharyngeal  stractures,  examination  of  the, 

68. 
Naso-pharyngcal  iamors,  106. 
Nebulizers,  laryngeal,  388. 
Neck,  affections  of  the  tissues  of  the,  607. 
Ner\'es  of  the  larynx,  65. 
Nen-ous  shock  in  bums  and  scalds  of  the  throat, 

123. 
Neudorfer,  on  infra-glottic  laryngoscopy,  43. 
NeurilemmatouK  tumor  in  the  nostril,  314. 
Nitrate  of  silver  in  chronic  pharyngitis,  171. 

croup,  403. 
diphtheria,  101. 
laryngeal  growths,  424. 
whooping- oough,  4S(}. 
Nostril-dilators,  75. 

Nostrils,  attention  to  condition  of,  in  diphtheria, 
102. 
foreign  bodies  in  the,  801. 
occlu^qon  of  the,  2U4. 
paralysis  of  the,  2^)3. 

Occlusion  of  the^nostrils,  204. 

cesophnguts  212. 
po««terior  nares,  2116. 
Oxiema  of  the  larjux,  337. 

differential  diagnofiis  of. 
from  abxcess  of  the  pharynx,  156. 
in  XmnxA  and  scalds,  123. 
ery«i{ielas,  110. 
small-pox,  104. 
of  the  uvula,  146. 
CEsophageal  bongicM,  210. 
forceps,  2.^6. 
horse-httir  snare,  236. 
CEsophagitiH.  212. 
CKnophagoKOopy,  46. 
(^•phagotomy,  220.  240. 
Oesophagus,  nuflcultatifm  of  the,  217. 

congenital  fii^nlc  of  the,  214. 

o<x'luKion  of  the,  212. 
constrictioci  of  the,  221. 
dilatation  of  the,  216,  222. 
division  of  the,  210. 
♦Xfinion  of  the,  220. 
fancied  bodies  in  the,  230. 
foreign  bodies  in  the,  232. 
luiralysis  of  the,  224. 
rupture  of  the,  230. 
s])Osm  of  the,  221. 
8|iedal  affections  of  the,  212. 
stricture  of  the,  215. 
tumon  of  the,  227. 
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Q^'iphninis  wounde  of  tho,  220. 

Oliitmenb*.   appUcatiouB  of,   to  the  noaal   piu- 

Mi^reis  274. 
Olfnction.  2-W. 
Oixration*  f«  .r  poitre.  62S. 
Oi>inin  in  tuumX  iHilyps  'ill. 
Ori^riu  of  laryntrcal  Kruwihss  412. 
()i««4^U!«  tiuuornof  the  nasal  fo!*MV,  817. 

pharynx.  15*4. 
Otorrhoea  f«.»ll<)\vln(r  Hoarlutlna,  H)K 
Over-feetlinir.  Im^nfritiM  from,  S&l. 
Oxjrgin  in  cruup,  405. 
OKvna,  2*i5. 

Palat4\  nilh<t«ionM  of  tho,  to  adjacent  parb^  14. 
cleft  of  the,  141. 
pamlyKlK  ot  the,  144. 
K)ii>cial  afTfctionM  of  Uie,  VJH. 
tumors  of  ihi'.  l'^. 
Pa;nIIoma  of  the  pharynx,  195. 
P.iral}  tic  aphonia,  4415. 
Paralysis  gl<Ms(»>phar>'n»real,  225. 
of  tiiphtheriii,  1(H). 
tlie  nostril**,  2ttt. 
a>)M»phatnifs  224. 
palate,  144. 

iu  Hyphil^  114. 
phrtr>-nx,  221. 
vocal  conl-.  4«J7. 
ParaAitcH  in  the  (i-sophaifiiH,  2L*2. 
Parulitis  512. 
Pertnivic,  482. 
Pha|?e<lenic  w»n'  thnMit,  !!5. 
Pharyngeal  bnr^H  ITSi,  ISl,  1S7. 
crydiM'hu*,  111. 
tonhil,  IM. 
Pharyngitis,  amt«*.  s2. 

chroui«\  150. 
Bicca,  l«y. 
Pliarj-ngocelo.  P.O. 
Pharj'ngo  palatine  innf«cleK,  133. 
Pharjngotomy,  Kubhyoidcan,  45^). 
Phar>Tix,  abucctM*  of  the,  148. 

ap|X)arancc  of  glandnlnr  tiiwnc  of,  in 

a  catfie  of  cleft-ptUate,  lh5. 
en<-hondroma  of,  IIM. 
exo<to«in  of  vertebral  wall  of,  194. 
extension  of  inllannnution  of  the,  to 

the  respirator^'  paiwatreK,  4. 
fanciwl  botiies  in  the,  23». 
glandular  liyiK'rtrophy  at  vault  of,  174. 
oweoiw  tumor«  of  the,  1»4. 
Pharynx,  iMipillomn  of  the,  liKS. 
INimlvHiit  of  the,  224. 
l>artidpation  of  the,  in  diaeaMCs  of  the 

diucMtive  a|>i>amtUH,  4. 
tuniorH  of  the,  l!l3. 
wonndR  of  the,  2<W. 
PhlegmonouH  xoro  throat,  t*2. 
PhoDAtion,  physiology  of,  403. 


Phthiisis,  larjngeal  growths  in,  411 

the  chronic  larj'ngitis  of,  355. 

PhyAiologiool    movements    mailo    available    in 
Inryngoscopic  manipalatlons,  59. 

Piltz.  the,  of  whooping-cough,  4S3. 

Platinum  bulbH  for  applications  of  caastiov  420. 

Pnenmatocele,  31*5. 

Pol^ira  of  the  nofttriK  307. 

o^Mphagna,  237. 

Poiiition  of  the  larynt^>8copic  mirror,  17. 

Posterior  cnco-arytenoid  mu.'vle,  tt). 

narea,  congenital  oocluMon  of  the,  21<5. 
examination  of  the,  G8. 

Powder  InsiifflatorH,  laryngeal,  C^. 

Powilcrs  by  insufflation  in  oza;na,  215. 

Pregnane)',  goitre  of,  511*. 

I*ro)ie,  roughened  for  nitrate  of  isilver,  422. 

l*rooet<8U(s  viK-aliis  67. 

Pneuilomembranou*  croujx,  IXW. 

Pseudo-plasm  in  membrauona  soro  throat,  ^M. 

Purulent  croup,  JW6. 

l*jramldal  sinni«e«(,  48. 

Pyrifi»rm  Mnuse«,  48. 

Quadrangular  membrane  of  the  larfnx,  48. 

Quinine,  hydrochlorate  of,  in  whooping-cough. 
4N5. 
injection  of,  in  coryxa,  259. 

Qulnny,  82, 

Recipro-larjngoscopy,  40. 

lleflex  irritation  prodnctive  of  corrsa,  266. 

l{e}j:i<>nal  anatomy  of  the  larynx,  47. 

Uclative  relations  of  the  larj-nx  and  it«  image  in 

the  laryngortoopic  mirror,  19. 
Ilemoval  of  the  entire  larynx,  450. 

foreign  bodies  from  tho  CD«ophagTi<, 

285. 
naiud  iKtlypc^  311. 
Respiration  in  abscess  ff  the  pharynx.  153. 
dcnrlutina,  1U9. 
managemfnt   of    the,    in    lar>nigy- 
8tx>py,  27. 
Retro- pharyngeal  abJKX'w,  148, 
-(i-M>phageal  ab«iecna,  1&4. 
Rhinitis.  251. 
Uhinoliths,  305. 

from  foreign  bodies^  S03. 
Rhinorrhaw,  251. 
Rhinoscopic  imago,  251. 
Rhinoscopy.  fi8. 
RIma  gl«/ttidls.  5(1 

Rinsing,  fluids  for,  with  n^sal  douche,  2S0. 
Rumination,  195,  210,  222. 
Rupture  of  the  a>HophagiL!!i,  330. 

swelUngs  in  oedema  of  the  lar- 
ynx, 844. 
trachea,  494. 
Sali\-ation  in  sraall-iMix,  106. 
Santorini,  cartilagea  of,  47. 
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Snililt*  ftixl  bums  of  the  throat.  123. 
Scarification  in  cihlema  of  the  larynx,  843. 
Scarlatina,  the  wn-e  throat  of,  107. 
tk!l*ion«,  laryngeal,  438. 

nse  of,  in  removal  of  laryngeal  growths, 

Scrofulous  oza>na,  ftCtR. 

S(>arching  for  foreign  bodies  in  the  air-paivagefs 

4(50. 
Secretions  of  tX)r5TUi,  253. 

the  normal,  of  mncons  membrane,  2. 
ScmelctU'r,  on  auto-infm-glottic  laryngoscopy, 

45. 
Semele«ler,  on  n?80])hagoficopy,  40; 
Sesamoid  cartilapos,  47. 
Septum,  bronchial,  4*^7. 

narium,  tlevlatlonsof  the,  801. 

intlammation  of  the,  296. 
tumor*  of  the,  800. 
Sinn^^  afToctions  of  the  phiuyngo-pharyngeal, 

505. 
Sinail-|)ox,  the  »r»rc  throat  of,  104. 
Smell,  acutenrss  of,  291. 

lOHS  of,  *?0. 
Smyly's  method  of  dcmonHtratlve  laryngoscopy, 

4;J. 

Snares*  for  romoval  of  laryngeal  growth^  439. 

n*st>pha}real.  23fi. 
Soft  palate,  <liviKi<jn  of,  in  o|)erations  for  re- 
moval of  na»o-pliar\*ngeal  tumorn,  199. 
Sore  t)irout>,  78. 

from  bums  and  Bcalds>,  128. 
of  cnsijiclnH,  110. 
of  mcaHlcH.  100. 
soiirlatinn,  107. 
pranll-iKix,  104. 
syphilis,  113. 
the  exunthcmata,  101. 
Spasm  of  the  (;lottiH  m  cnnTp^  897. 
n'rtophagus  221. 
trichca,  477. 
SiMismodio  coujrh,  473. 
<Ti>up,  3Wi. 
SiK!<'ch,  in   irlandular  hy|H»rtrophy  at  vault  of 

pharynx,  174. 
SiHjnjri'  liolikTis  laryngeal,  .*i86,  4*21. 

probiuii?.  use  of,  in  cnmp,  403. 
Sprays,  use  of,  in  <'hronic  i)haryngitiH,  173. 
scarlatina,  110. 
KyphilitLu  sore  throaty. 119. 
Spray- protluccrs,  .'1^8. 
Stenof<iH  of  the  larynx  from  burns  and  scalds, 

124. 
Stimulation  in  croup,  403. 
Stricture  of  the  (L>«ophAgutf  215. 

from      bums     and 

scalds,  124. 
following  phlegmon- 
ous sore  tliroat,  82. 


Structures  subjected  to  rhinoscopic  in«i>cction.  71 
Strychnia,  use  of  in  aphcmia,  473. 
SulcatmeouH  fistnle  of  larynx  and  trachea,  81$. 
Sub-glottic  oedema  of  the  larynx,  342. 
Snb-byoidean  Huyngotomy,  419,  497. 
Submucous  infiltration  at  Mdes  of  vomer,  297. 
Suffocative  lar^mgiHmus,  475. 
Suicidal  wounds  of  the  pharynx,  210. 
Sulphur  in  diphtheria,  101. 
Sulphuric  ether  in  croup,  404. 
Sunstroke,  iwralysis  of  pharynx  following.  224. 
Supra-thyroid  laryngotomy,  450. 
Syphilis,  chronic  laryngitis  of.  >'  67. 
laryngeal  growths  in,  411. 
simnlating  epithelioma,  117. 
the  state  of  the  thymus  in,  6?2. 
Syphilitic  aflfections  of  the  nasal  passagesi  292. 
laiyngitis.  116. 
ozoma.  270. 
sore  throat,  118. 

in  infants,  119. 
Warts  in  the  liirynx,  116. 
Syphon  nasal  douche,  287. 
Syringe,  larj-ntjeal,  387. 
Systemic  poisoning  of  diphtheria.  99. 
Tamiwn  for  the  |>oetcrior  nurcs,  250. 
Tamixining  in  epistuxis,  249. 

the  posterior  nasal  fossa  in  opera- 
tions in  this  region,  323. 
Tannin,  in  the  treatment  of  nasal  |)oly|iis  811. 
Throat,  diseases  of  the,  in  general,  1. 

examination  of  the,  6. 
Thudichum's  nasal  douche,  279. 
nostril  dilators,  76. 
Thy-mitis,  629. 

Thynms  glnnd,  nffections  of  the,  529. 
Thyroid  cartUag*.  lamina  intermedia  of  the.  Mi. 

gland,  affections  of  the,  514. 
Thyro-arytenoid  muscle,  62. 
Thyn>-ei>iglottic  muscle,  62. 
Thy ro-pharyngo- palatine  muscle,  134. 
Thyn)t4»my,  445,  497. 

Tolwld's  illuminating  apparatus  for  laryngosco- 
py. 31.  36. 
Tobohrs  perforated  cannle,  and  mim»-  for  in- 
fra-glottic laryngoscopy,  44. 
Tolerance  of  growth  in  the  Uirynx,  418. 

of  manipulations  witl>in  the  laninx, 
385. 
Tongue-<leprcssors,  7. 
Tonsil,  tlie  pharjngeal,  187. 
Tonsillitis,  82. 

maligna,  82. 
ToDsiUotomcH,  129. 

Tonsil^  chronic  hypertrophy  of  the,  li6. 
special  affections  of  the,  125. 
tlie^  in  syphilis,  114, 
Trachea,  affection*  of  the,  333. 

artificial  opcninipf  iuto  the,  4U6. 
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Tmchca.  cathetorizAtion  of  the.  505. 
cuuiitrictlon  uf  the.  3U8. 
coiitiutiiiti's  uf  the.  •tU5. 
flstnU'  uf  the.  3US. 
foreign  bodii***  in  the.  454. 
frocturvN  of  the.  4U3. 
inflaniination  of  the.  300. 
Ucer&tiun  of  the.  4M. 
IochI  apiilieatiunM  to  the,  893. 
nii>tun>  of  the,  494. 
ftlMttm  of  the,  477. 
tuiDonn  uf  the,  452. 
wounds  of  the.  4^i0. 
Tracheal  iinplieationn  in  KyphiliM,  116. 
Tracheitis  treauiient  of  chronic,  3U3. 
Tniche<Mv>K>i>hiige*l  flstole,  tSi. 
Tracheui4cui>y,  4S. 
TmchfOtonie,  604. 
Tracheotomy.  500. 

in  cronii,  40^ 
diphtheria,  103. 
Liryniiruil  grovrthn,  449. 
atlema  of  the  lar^-ux,  344. 
tuWs,  4y«. 
Transit  of   foreign  bodiea  after  having   been 

Kwalluwfd,  "SiS. 
Traumatic  flstulc  uf  Uio  larynx  and  trachea,  395. 
Treatment  of  aphonia,  470. 

chronic  iuryiiifitiis  373. 

croup,  400. 

fon>iKn  bodic*  in  the  air  paaaafpe, 

459. 
prv^'thK  in  the  larynx,  417. 
TuImikg  of  the  lurjnx  and  trachea,  &US. 
Tulx-rculouri  dcfreiicratiou  begimiing  in  the  Un- 

giial  KinuiMM,  6i, 
TubcrculoUH  dcKfUcrntlnn  beginning  in  the  poa- 

ti>riur  will  of  the  luiynx,  55. 
TuburculoUH  laryii^itix,  2!04. 

Bore-thruttt,  160. 
Tnmorrii,  bnrKil,  uf  thyro-hyoid  region,  513. 
ciUKvrouK,  of  the  toni«ilfl,  ISS. 
cy^tic.  of  the  tonMilrt,  1:15. 
n;iM.>- pharyngeal,  VM. 
of  the  frontal  Kiniuicii,  8^. 
lar>'ux,  41'i. 
nt'ck.  .'i(KI. 
noMal  ]Nis-<ageM,  3(.i7. 

iM*ptuui,  300. 
a-Nophugus  tit!. 


Tumopp  of  the  imlnte.  1.37, 

pharynx.  19.'). 
trachea,  452. 
Tttrt-k,  as  an  exiwinent  of  l.iryn)?05»Ci>py.  11. 
TurbinaU'd  boneit,  nmcousi  membrane  uver,  243. 
UUvrat*tl  M.>re-tlirv)itL.  M>. 
Ulceration  of  the  trachea.  lilO. 
Ulcerative  nvagi'8  in  ^vphiliis,  115. 
Unilateral  aphonia,  4(v>. 
Up|«er  maxillarj'  lione,  removal  of,  in  <>)vration8 

on  noAo-phoryngeal  tumors,  20(). 
UiH)  of  the  naital  douche.  2^2. 
Uvula,  Pitecial  affections  of  the.  145. 
UvulaUuue.  145. 
Vallecnla.',  .V2. 
Vaponof  lime  in  croup,  401. 

in  ozivna,  2*15. 
Vault  of    phur}-nx,  glandul.ir  hyiM?rtn>phy  at, 

174. 
Vegetaiions,  glanduUir,  at  vault  of  pharynx,  190. 
Veinrt  uf  the  lar>  nx,  05. 
Ventricles  of  the  lar>'nx,  49. 
Ventncnlar  bundK,  49. 

Vemeuil'*  caj*e  of  naao-phar^ngcal  polyiVi  2l'l. 
Vocal  cordis  49. 

their  ai)iK«rani*e  in  the  laryuifir^co- 
pic  imajjTe,  50. 
Vocal  conUs  duiiUcatureit  of  the  ekustic  mem- 

brancrt  oi  the  larynx,  07. 
Vocal  coxda,  hif^olo^ry  of  the,  07, 
mUKclc,  the,  03. 
proceH»**H,  57. 
V:»ice,  after  crouiv  400. 

factont  of  the,  462. 
in  abiKviiA  of  ttie  pharynx,  153. 
in  chronic  follicular  iihor^ngitiii,  1(»4. 
Vomer,  wibmucouH  inflilratiou  at  the  6i>ies  of 

the,  2il7. 
Warmth  and  moiKtnre  m  the  treatment  of  croup. 

400. 
Water-bag,  in  epifttaxia,  248. 
Whoopiitg  cough,  4b2. 
Wire  Kuarea,  439. 

Wintrich>  method  of  indirect  exaininatii»n  of 
the  condititin  of  the  uapoI  paMogeis  by  iM^r- 
cu«.oi<.>n,  77. 
Wounds  of  the  lar>-nx  and  trachea,  4b6. 
a^sophaguis  229. 
phurjnx,  209. 
Wrisberg,  cartilageu  of,  54,  00. 
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